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PREFACE 


The  work  of  preparing  the  records  of  the  war  for  public  use  was 
begun  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  May  19, 1864,  by  Adjt.  Gen. 
E.  D.  Townsend,  U.  S.  Army,  who  caused  copies  to  be  made  of  reports 
of  battles  on  file  in  his  ofBce  and  steps  to  be  taken  to  collect  missing 
records. 

Under  the  provisions  of  joint  resolution  No.  91,  of  1866,  Hon.  Peter 
H.  WatSon  was  appointed  to  supervise  the  preparation  and  formulate 
a  plan  for  the  publication  of  the  records,  but  he  did  no  work  and  drew 
no  pay  under  this  appointment,  which  expired  July  27, 1868,  by  limi- 
tation of  the  resolution.  This  resolution  also  repealed  the  former  one 
and  work  ceased. 

The  first  decisive  step  taken  in  this  work  was  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  providing  the  necessary  means  "to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official  Eecords  of  the  War  of  the 
Eebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,"  and  directing 
him  "to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer  all  reports,  letters,  tele- 
grams, and  general  orders,  not  heretofore  copied  or  printed,  and  prop- 
erly arranged  in  chronological  order."  Appropriations  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  for  continuing  such  preparation.  Under  this  act  the 
preliminary  work  was  resumed  by  General  Townsend,  who  first  out- 
lined the  plan  on  which  the  records  are  printed,  though  it  appears 
that  originally  he  contemplated  publishing  to  the  world  only  the  more 
important  military  reports. 

Subsequently,  under  meager  appropriations,  it  was  prosecuted  in  a 
somewhat  desultory  manner  by  various  subordinates  of  the  War  De- 
partment until  December  14,  1877,  when  the  Secretary  of  War,  per- 
ceiving that  the  undertaking  needed  the  undivided  attention  of  a  single 
head,  detailed  Lieut.  Col.  Eobert  N.  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  to  take  charge 
of  the  bureau  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  work. 

The  act  of  June  23,  1874,  greatly  enlarged  upon  the  first  crude 
scheme  of  publication.  On  this  more  comprehensive  basis  it  was  de- 
termined that  the  volumes  should  include  not  only  the  battle  reports, 
but  also  "all  official  documents  that  can  be  obtained  by  the  compiler, 
and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value."    Colonel  Scott  system- 
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atized  the  work  and  the  plan  and  presented  the  records  in  the  following 
order  of  arrangement,  which  has  been  adhered  to  by  his  successors: 

The  first  series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Uniou  and  Confederate,  of 
the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern  States,  and  of  all  mil- 
itary operations  in  the  field,  ivith  the  correspondence,  orders,  and  returns  relating 
specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns  and  sev- 
eral theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the  events),  and  the  Union 
reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate 
accounts.  The  correspondence,  etc.,  not  embraced  in  the  "reports"  proper  will 
follow  (first  Union  and  next  Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  second  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns. 
Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so  far  as  the  military 
authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political  prisoners. 

The  third  series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  Uniou  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  offi- 
cials) not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the  first  and  second  series.  It  will 
set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  General- 
in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staif  corps  and  departments;  the  calls 
for  troops,  and  the  correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State 
authorities. 

The  fourth  series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and  returns 
of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the  Union  officials, 
as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  coiTespondence  between  the  Union  and 
Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

The  first  volume  of  the  records  was  issued  in  the  early  fall  of  1880. 
The  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  provided  "for  the  printing  and  bind- 
ing, under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  10,000  copies  of  a  com- 
pilation of  the  OflScial  Eecords  (Union  and  Confederate)  of  the  War  of 
the  Eebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready  for  publication,  during 
the  fiscal  year;"  and  that  "of  said  number  7,000  copies  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  2,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments." 
Under  this  act  Colonel  Scott  proceeded  to  publish  the  first  five  volumes 
of  the  records.* 


*A11  subsequent  volumes  have  been  distributed  under  the  act  approved  August 
7,  1882,  which  provides  that : 

"The  volumes  of  the  Official  Eecords  of  the  War  of  the  Eebellion  shall  be  dis- 
tributed as  follows :  One  thousand  copies  to  the  Executive  Departments,  as  now 
provided  by  law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
among  officers  of  the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three 
hundred  copies  shall  be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organiza- 
tions, and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and 
Delegates  of  the  Forty-seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceed- 
ing twenty-six,  and  each  Eepreseutative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one,  of 
such  addresses,  and  the  volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are 
published,  until  the  publication  is  completed.  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  and  Dele- 
gates shall  inform  the  Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those 
heretofore  published  they  have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies 
of  the  eleven  thousand  to  be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distribnted  as  provided  herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of 
publication  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be 
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Col.  Robert  K.  Scott  died  March  5, 1887,  before  the  completion  of  the 
work,  wbicli,  during  a  ten  years'  service,  he  had  come  to  love  so  dearly. 
At  his  death  some  twenty-six  books  only  liad  been  issued,  but  he  had 
comjiiled  a  large  amount  of  matter  for  forthcoming  volumes;  conse- 
quently his  name  as  compiler  was  retained  in  all  the  books  up  to  and 
including  Vol.  XXXVI,  although  his  successors  had  added  largely  to 
his  compilations  from  new  material  found  after  his  demise. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  May  7, 1887,  assigned  Lieut.  Col.  II.  M.  Lazelle, 
U.  S.  Army,  to  duty  as  the  successor  of  Colonel  Scott.  He  had  con- 
tinued in  charge  about  two  years,  when,  in  the  act  approved  March  2, 
1889,  it  was  provided — 

That  hereafter  the  preparation  and  publication  of  said  records  shall  be  conducted, 
under  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  board  of  three  persons,  oue  of  ivhora  shall  be  an 
officer  of  the  Army,  and  two  civilian  experts,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  compensation  of  said  civilian  experts  to  be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  Secretary  of  War  appointed  Maj.  George  B.  Davis,  judge-advo- 
cate, U.  S.  Army,  as  the  military  member,  and  Leslie  J.  Perry,  of  Kan- 
sas, and  Joseph  W.  Kirkley,  of  Maryland,  as  the  civilian  expert  mem- 
bers of  said  board.  The  board  assumed  direction  of  the  publication  at 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  1889,  its  first  work  beginning  with 
Serial  No.  36  of  Vol.  XXIV. 

July  1, 1895,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj.  George  W. 
Davis,  Eleventh  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  relieved  Maj.  George  B.  Davis, 
U.  S.  Armj-,  as  the  military  member  and  president  of  the  Board  of 
Publication. 

Each  volume  includes  a  copious  and  accurate  index,  and  for  the  fur- 
ther convenience  of  investigators  there  will  be,  in  addition,  a  general 
index  to  the  entire  set  when  complete,  in  a  volume  by  itself. 

Nothing  is  printed  in  these  volumes  except  duly  authenticated  con- 
temporaneous records  of  the  war.  The  scope  of  the  board's  work  is  to 
decide  upon  and  arrange  the  matter  to  be  published;  to  correct  and 
verify  the  orthography  of  the  papers  used,  and  occasionally  to  add  a 
foot-note  of  explanation. 

GEO.  W.  DAVIS,  Major  11th  Infty.,  U.  S.  A., 
LESLIE  J.  PEEEY,  Civilian  Expert, 
JOSEPH  W.  KIEKLEY,  Civilian  Expert, 

Board  of  Publication. 
Approved : 

DANIEL  S.  LAMONT, 

Secretary  of  War. 
War  Department,  Washington,  J).  C,  March  2(1, 1896. 


covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the 
same  address,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Eepresentatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other 
libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the 
first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress  what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore 
published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals. 
He  shall  alsainfoim  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  yolumes  are  sent." 
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ADDITIONS    AND    CORRECTIONS. 


TEXT. 

Page  1419.     Bledsoe  to  Crane,  date  line,  for  j  read  7. 

Page  1438.     Second  paragraph,  first  line,  for  [Buck  Mason)  read  [brickmason). 
Page  1525.     Case  of  Robert  AVood,  fifth  line,  for  Report  of  S.  S.  Baxter,  Commis- 
sioner, read  Report  of  Jaines  Lyons,  Commissioner. 
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Insert  all  words  and  figures  in  italics  and  strike  out  all  in  [brackets].     An  asterisk  (*)  following  a 
correction  indicates  that  "Additions  and  Corrections"  to  the  text  shonld  he  consnlted. 


Adjutant-General's  Office,  l'.  fi.  A. 

Correspondence: 
Ogden.  C.  .S". 
Agnew,  Cornelius  R.  [Dr.], 
Ashe,  W.  S.  [J.]. 
Barbour,  Alfred  M.  [Major]. 
Baxter.  Sydney  S. 

Mentioned.  [1525].* 
Bonaparte,  Charles  !..  \.     See  Napoleon  III. 
Boteler,  Alexander  R..  14^}-  [Roteler,  Alexander, 

1467]- 
Buchanan,  Robert  C 
Caiadeuc  [Caradene].  F.  de. 
Caroline,  Ship  [Steamer]. 

Collanles.  Satnntinn  Calderon  [Calderon.  Mr.]. 
Collins,  Gamaliel  [George]. 
Edwards,  U'eldou  S.  [\V.  H.]. 
riorance.  fj'-.cis  [r,ouis]. 
Ciinlliei   [Guntcr],  Renjaniin  T. 
Hall,  Jf'ardiop.  Mrs. 
HanckeUJohn  [Hankel.  Mr.]. 
Havens  [Havers],  li.  F. 
Henson,  John  H. 
James,  Clinton  [Clinton,  James]. 
Jamestown,  l*.  S.  Sloop  [Steamer]. 
Kortright,  Chailes  Kd.  Keilh. 
Leak,  William  V. 

Corrpspondencc.  W.  .S".  [J.]  Ashe. 
Und.-,ay.  MlUiam  S.  [Mr.]. 
I.loyd,   //'.  Alvin. 
Lyons.  James.  1^25.* 
McDonald.  A.  AV.,/;-. 
McKee.y*W  [Captain]. 
Mackicyt/w/z-j"  .*)■.  [Dr.]. 
McLane.  Robert  .1/. 


McPherson,  James    /?.,    142,    1052;    McPherson, 

James,  [142,  1052]. 
Magoffin,  Beriah  [H.]. 
[Mason,  Buck,  i^^S.]* 
Manpin,  Catherine  M.,  1366  [1636]. 
Memniinger,  Christopher  [Charle.s]  G. 
Molynenx,  Edmund  [Mr.]. 
A>:£'  York  Slaats /^eifung,  494-49?  [Staats  Zeitu^ifj. 

494-497]- 
Ogden,  Charles  ^S". 
Orrisoii,  Jonah  L. 
Roosevelt, yaw/f.? /.  [Judge], 
Ro.secrans,  William  S. 

Correspondence: 
Samuels,  H,y.  [I. J. 
Samuels,  Henryy.  [I.]. 

Sar'annah.  C.  S.  Sloop,  97;  Savannah,  C.  S.  Pri- 
vateer, [97]. 
Shepherd  fShepard],  A. 
Shepherd  [Shepard],  R.  D.,  jr. 
Stedman.  Griffin  A., jr.  [Captain]. 
Thomas,  I'rancis,  /jjA',  1340, 1342  [Thomas,  Frank, 

153^,  1540.  1542]. 
Todd,  Jhii'id  //.  [I^ieutenant]. 
Varner.  Jaco'i,  413.  414  [Varner,  Lieutenant,  413, 

414]. 
Watson.  Wallace  J).  [W.  I,.]. 
White,  Elijah  / '. 

Williams,  William  (Marylatid),  [545-547]. 
Il'illiams,  Jl'illiam  {Seaman),  54-;-$4t. 
Wihner,  Lemuel,  S62;  Wilmer,  J.  P,  B.,  [S62|. 
Winder,  Richard  li.  [Mr.  (Md.)J. 
Vance}.  D.  C.  {Hon.).  1493.  1494. 
Yancey,  B,  C.  {ijih  Batln.  Ala.  S.  5.). 

Mentioned,  [1493.  1494]. 


TREATMENT   OF  SUSPECTED  AND   DISLOYAL  PER- 
SONS NORTH  AND  SOUTH. 


Apr.  27, 1861. — President  Lincoln  authorizes  Lieut.  Gen.  Wiufield  Scott,  U.  S. 
Army,  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  his  discretion 
on  any  military  line  between  Washington  and  Philadelphia. 
June  28, 1861. — Capture  of  the  steam-boat  Saint  Nicholas  in  Chesapealse  Bay  by 
a  party  of  disguised  laboring  men  under  command  of  Richard 
Thomas  Zarvona. 
July  8, 1861. — Arrest  of  Kichard  Thomas  Zarvona,  a  Virginia  officer,  for  piracy 

in  Chesapeake  Bay. 
12, 1861. — The  House  of  Representatives  asks  the  Attorney-General  to  lay 
before  it  a  copy  of  liis  opinion  on  the  suspension  of  the  writ  uf 
habeas  corpus  and  copies  of  executive  orders  authorizing  its 
suspension  by  military  commanders. 
13, 1861. — The  Secretary  of  State  transmits  to  the  House  copies  of  said 
executive  orders. 
The  Attorney- General  transmits  to  the  House  a  copy  of  his  opinion. 
21, 1861. — Congressman  Ely,  of  New  York,  captured  on  the  Bull  Run  battle- 
field by  the  Confederates. 
23,1861. — Hon.  Arnold  Harris,   of   Kentucky,  arrested  at  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  Ya.,  and  sent  to  Richmond. 
Aug.  8, 1861. — An  act    of   the    Confederate  Congress  detiniug    alien    enemies 

approved  by  the  President. 
12, 1861. — Arrest  of  Hon.  Charles  J.  Faulkner,  the  American  minister  to 

France.     He  is  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
14, 1861. — President  Davis  issues  a  pioclamation  warning  alien  enemies  to 

leave  the  Confederate  States. 
19, 1861. — ^Arrest  of  M.  Louis  de  Bebian,  a  French  citizen. 

Arrest  of  William  Henry  Hurlbert  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  confine- 
ment in  a  Richmond  prison. 
25, 1861. — Arrest  of  Hon.  James  G.  Berret,  mayor  of  Washington. 
27, 1861. — Lieutenaut-General  Scott,  U.  S.  Army,  directs  Lieut.   Col.   M. 
Burke,  U.  S.  Army,  commander  of  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafay- 
ette, to  allow  no  writs  to  be  served  on  him  for  prisoners  under 
his  charge. 
Sept.  12-14, 1861.— Arrest  of  the  brothers  Charles  H.  and  William  H.  Winder. 
11, 1861. — Arrest  of  Hon.  James  W.  Wall,  of  New  Jersey. 
12-14, 1861.— Arrest  of  W.  W.  Glenn,  F.  Key  Howard,  Thomas  W.  Hall  and 
S.  S.  Mills,  Baltimore  newspaper  editors. 
13, 1861. — Arrest  of  Hon.  Henry  May,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Maryland. 
24, 1861. — Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Anderson,  U.  S.  Army,  makes  important  polit- 
ical arrests  in  Kentucky.    Other  arrests  follow  by  Brig.  Geu. 
William  Nelson,  U.  S.  Army. 
Oct.  6,  1861. — Lord  Lyons,  the  British  minister,  writes  the  Secretary  of  State 

protesting  against  the  alleged  cruel  treatment  of  British  seamen 
captured  on  blockade-runners. 
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Oct.         11,  1861.— The  Secretary   of   State,  Hon.   William  H.   Seward,  replies  to 
Lord   liyons,  transmittiuK  a  letter  of  explanation   from    the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Arrest  of  J.  E.  and  F.  D.  Flanders,  editors  at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  i'or 
disloyal  utterances. 

14,  1861.— The  President  .anthorizes  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas 

corpus  on  any  military  line  hetween   Washington  and   Ban- 
gor, Me. 

26,  1861.— The  General-in-Chief  directs  the  transfer  of  the  political  pris- 

oners in  New  York  Harbor  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 
Nov.  8,  1861.— The    Confederate    Commissioners,  James  M.   Mason  and  John 

Slidell,  arrested  by  Capt.  Charles  Wilkes,  U.  S.  Navy. 

15,  1861.— Brig.  Gen.  E.  V.  Sumner,  U.  S.  Army,  arrests  William  M.  Gwin, 

Calhoun  Benham  and  J.  L.  Brent,  of  California. 
Feb.        14,  186:?.- President  Lincoln   issues   Executive  Order,  No.  1,  transferring 
the  power  to  make  extraordinary  arrests  from  the  State  to  the 
War  Department. 

27,  1862.— Secretary  Stanton  appoints  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army, 

and  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont  a  speci.il  commission  to  examine 

state  prisoners. 
President  Davis  suspends  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  Norfolk 

and  vicinity. 
Mar.        13,  1862. — President  Davis  suspends  the  writ  of  habeas   corpus   in  New 

Orleans  and  other  parts  of  Louisiana  at  the  request  of  Gov- 
ernor Moore  and  others. 
Apr.  8,  1862. — President  Davis  suspends  all  civil  .jurisdiction  and  the  writ  of 

habeas  corpus  in  the  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 
9,  1862. — A  court  of  inquiry  ordered  in  the  case  of  Hon.  John  Minor  Botts, 

of  Virginia,  arrested  as  a  suspect  by  the  Confederate  authorities. 
May  .3,  1862. — President  Davis  suspends  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  portions  of 

Western  Virginia. 


Hiscellaneous    Union  Correspondence,  etc.,  Relating  to    Political  Arrests 
During  the  First  Year  of  the  War. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  May  Ifi,  1861. 
G.  Heineken,  Esq., 

Agent  of  ilie  New  Yorlc  and  Virginia  Steamship  Company, 

Washington,  JD.  G. 

Sir:  1  have  received  your  letter*  of  yesterday's  date  asking  me  to 
give  you  in  writing  my  reasons  for  considering  an  acceptance  on  your 
part  of  Governor  Letclier's  proposal  to  purchase  the  steam-ships  York- 
town  aTid  Jamestown,  recently  seized  by  his  orders  and  now  in  his 
possession,  an  act  of  treason.     With  this  request  I  readily  comply. 

An  insurrection  has  broken  out  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
including  Virginia  designed  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  The  executive  authorities  of  the  State  are  parties  in  that 
insurrection  and  so  are  public  enemies.  Their  action  in  seizing  or  buy- 
ing vessels  to  be  employed  in  executing  that  design  is  not  merely  with- 
out authority  of  law  but  is  treason.  It  is  treason  for  any  person  to 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  public  enemies.  To  sell  vessels  to  them  which 
it  is  their  purpose  to  use  as  ships  of  war  is  to  give  them  aid  and  com- 
fort.   To  receive  money  from  them  in  payment  for  vessels  which  they 

*Not  found. 
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Lave  seized  for  those  purposes  would  be  to  attempt  to  convert  the 
uulawlul  seizure  into  a  sale  and  would  subject  the  party  so  offending 
to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  treason,  and  the  Government  would  not 
hesitate  to  bring  the  offender  to  punishment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Office  of  tiik  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  May  17,  18(11. 
Hon.  William  M.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  the  arrival  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Faulkner  and  of  Dr.  Gus-, 
tavus  Holland,  of  Texas,  I  immediately  telegraphed  you  and  requested 
to  be  informed  whether  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  detain 
either  of  them  (supposing  at  the  moment  that  Mr.  Faulkner  was  him- 
self in  company).  Not  receiving  a  reply  I  deemed  it  proper  to  act  on 
the  rumors  rife  and  made  an  examination  of  the  papers  of  Dr.  Holland 
on  the  morning  of  Wednesday.  Nothing,  however,  was  found  on  him 
that  was  calculated  to  sustain  the  unfavorable  report  of  his  being  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  Messrs.  Mann,  Yancey  and  company  to  the 
Confederate  States  of  America.  But  I  found  on  him  copies  of  four 
letters  (evidently  made  in  the  counting  room  of  the  writer)  of  the  dates 
of  March  23  and  27  and  April  27  and  27,  addressed  to  "  Jefferson  Davis, 
Tresideut  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,"  on  the  subject  of 
loaning  money  by  capitalists  in  Europe  to  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  refusing  to  do  so  until  a  full  recognition  of  the  repudiated 
debt  of  Mississippi  should  be  made.  I  am  having  copies  of  these 
letters  made  and  will  forward  them  to  you  to-morrow. 

Meanwhile  a  little  incident  has  occurred  that  induced  me  to  bring  tJie 
doctor  before  me  this  evening  when  he  informed  me  that  an  entire 
change  has  taken  place  in  his  views  of  the  policy  the  South  should  pur- 
sue in  the  few  days  he  has  been  here,  and  desired  me  to  inform  you 
that  he  is  anxious  to  exert  himself  in  restoring  his  Southern  friends  to 
reason;  that  he  can  convince  them  that  they  need  expect  no  help  from 
Europe;  that  he  induced  Mr.  Gregory  to  make  the  motion  in  Parliament 
for  the  recognition  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  under  wrong  informa- 
tion, &c.  He  expresses  himself  willing  to  call  on  you  in  Washington, 
where  he  can  inform  you  further  both  in  relation  to  things  in  Europe 
and  at  the  South  if  you  desire  it.  He  was  about  to  leave  the  city  for 
Texas  in  a  day  or  so,  but  will  now  await  your  pleasure.  It  would  prob- 
ably be  best  to  notify  me  of  your  wishes  in  the  matter,  when  I  could 
communicate  them  to  him.  If  you  desire  to  address  him  direct  you  can 
do  so  by  sending  to  Saint  Nicholas  Hotel. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Su;perintendent. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  May  18,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  As  I  advised  you  in  my  note  of  yesterday  I  herewith  inclose 
copies  of  four  several  letters  of  the  dates  respectively  of  March  23  and  27 
and  April  27  and  27  from  Edward  Haslenwood,  of  7  Lothbury,  East 
Chelsea,  London,  to  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Southern  Con- 
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federation,  on  the  subject  of  obtaining  European  loans  for  the  South. 
These  copies  are  made  from  manuscript  copies  furnished  at  the  oflice  ot 
Mr.  Haslenwood,  the  sheets  bearing  the  printed  heads  ot  Ins  omce.  1 
liave  engaged  with  Doctor  Holland  in  whose  possession  they  weretound 
that  no  use  should  be  made  of  them  to  his  personal  annoyance  or  dis- 
advantage. 

Yery  truly,  yours,  &c.,  „,^^-,,^t^,- 

•^        -'^        '  JOHN  A.  KENIJJEDI , 

Svpcrintend<;n  t. 

[iDclosnre  No.  1.] 

7  LoTHBTJKY,  East  Chelsea,  Ijonwon,  March  23,  1861. 

His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Southern  Confederation. 
Sir  :  It  must  be  evident  to  you  that  the  principal  difficulty  with  which 
the  South  has  to  contend  is  the  Avant  of  money  and  the  want  of  credit. 
As  long  as  Mississippi  forms  part  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  as 
long  as  the  bonds  of  Mississippi  issued  through  the  Planters'  and  the 
Union  banks  are  unsettled  no  loan  can  be  negotiated  in  Europe.  Missis- 
sippi must  either  go  out  or  settle  with  her  creditors.  Within  a  few 
days  you  shall  have  a  letter  showing  how  other  nations  have  compro- 
mised their  debts  and  that  the  repudiation  difficulty  can  be  arranged. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  HASLENWOOD. 

[IncJosure  No.  2.] 

7  LoTHBUEY,  East  Chelsea,  London,  March  37, 18C1. 
Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

Sir  :  On  Saturday  last  I  forwarded  a  few  lines  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  the  future  credit  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  how  far  it  would 
be  injured  by  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  Mississippi  with  regard 
to  her  bonds.  Outside  of  that  letter  I  did  not  put  any  superscription 
beyond  your  name  and  address  because  I  felt  that  it  might  become  the 
ground  for  detention  of  the  same  by  any  of  the  postmasters  of  the 
Northern  States  who  might  -wish  to  embarrass  your  movements. 

Annexed  to  this  letter  you  will  find  a  copy*  of  the  law  of  the  London 
Stock  Exchange  which  will  hopelessly  exclude  any  new  loan  until  Mis- 
sissippi shall  make  satisfactory  arrangements  with  her  creditors,  and  it 
is  of  no  use  to  try  the  Continent  because  it  is  a  standing  rule  with  them 
never  to  take  any  loan  which  has  been  openly  refused  here.  I  am  a 
member  of  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  I  know  perfectly  the  work- 
ings of  the  rule.  I  also  know  how  futile  your  hopes  will  be  of  raising 
any  money  here  except  upon  the  conditions  I  mentioned,  that  the  Mis- 
sissippi debt  must  be  acknowledged  and  settled.  Moreover,  I  am  one 
of  the  committee  for  settling  the  debts  of  Spanish  America  and  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  debts  of  Peru,  Chili,  Buenos  Ayres,  Ven- 
ezuela, New  Grenada  and  Central  America  and  in  a  future  letter  I  will 
give  you  the  benefits  of  my  experience  and  show  to  you  the  nature  of 
the  compromises  of  other  nations  in  the  settlement  of  their  debts.  I 
am  also  the  secretary  of  the  cominittee  appointed  by  the  Mississippi 
bondholders  having  special  referem^e  to  that  class  issued  through  the 
Planters'  Bank,  though  1  do  not  now  address  you  in  my  official  capacity. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the  question  for  raising  money 
for  the  South,  but  I  do  not  regard  them  as  insurmountable  provided 

*  Not  fonud. 
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that  the  two  debts  of  Mississippi  are  arranged  for.  Hopeless  without 
it  aud  among  the  difficulties  are  the  non-recognition  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy  by  the  United  States  aud  by  European  nations,  the  prob- 
abilities of  war  between  the  North  and  South,  the  fact  that  the  entire 
income  of  the  South  depends  almost  upon  one  staple;  that  the  condi- 
tion of  their  exchanges  is  such  that  any  money  advanced  would  take 
the  form  of  a  direct  shipment  of  gold  coin  thus  reducing  the  bullion  in 
the  Bank  of  England  and  prolonging  the  rate  of  discount  at  7  per  cent, 
per  annum. 

Slavery. — There  are  armies  of  annuitants  who  would  not  lend  a  six- 
pence on  the  slaves  on  principle;  anyhow  the  rate  would  have  to  be 
very  high  because  at  all  times  the  Southern  sixes  were  only  equal  to 
Northern  fives  under  the  best  circumstances.  But  tlie  greatest  diffi- 
culty is  repudiation.  Apparently  it  would  seem  to  be  unfortunate  that 
you,  the  principal  exponent  and  defender  of  repudiation,  should  have 
been  chosen  as  the  head  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  I  regard  it  in 
quite  another  light.  One  word  from  you  showing  the  necessity  for 
retracing  the  steps  of  Mississippi  would  have  more  effect  than  a  volume 
from  any  other  man.    Remember  there  is  more  joy  over  one  error 

repaired  than  over  myriads  to .    If  you  have  not  the  courage  to 

do  this  then  your  position  is  a  mistake.    To-morrow  I  will  send  you 
much  valuable  information  foreshadowing  a  solution  to  your  difQculties, 
I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

EDWARD  HASLENWOOD. 

[luclosure  No.  3.] 

7  LoTHBURY,  East  Chelsea,  London,  April  37, 1861. 
Jeffeeson  Davis,  President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

SiK :  According  to  the  promise  contained  in  my  former  letters  I  will 
give  to  you  the  outline  of  a  compromise  for  both  debts  of  Mississippi 
drawn  from  my  experience  in  these  matters.  The  first  step  is  to  obtain 
power  from  the  legislature  to  the  executive  to  make  satisfactory 
arrangements  with  her  bondholders  within  the  means  of  the  State.  The 
question  is  not  how  much  does  Mississippi  owe  but  how  much  can  she 
pay  ?  What  is  the  maximum  annually  sh  e  hopes  to  set  aside  for  redeem- 
ing her  credit?  What  is  the  minimum  she  can  guarantee?  Above  all 
things  let  her  acknowledge  as  a  debt  the  whole  of  the  principal  and  the 
whole  of  the  arrears  of  interest  and  make  one  common  homogeneous 
debt  of  it,  and  then  the  sum  the  State  can  pay  annually;  whether  it  is 
large  or  small  let  it  be  equally  divided  over  the  whole  debt.  The 
system  is  to  call  a  public  meeting  of  the  bondholders,  obtain  their  con- 
sent to  the  acceptance  of  an  arrangement  on  any  basis  proposed,  appoint 
a  representative  or  a  committee  to  settle  the  details  and  immediately 
after  the  issue  of  the  new  bonds  the  Stock  Exchange  of  London  is  open 
to  the  negotiation  of  any  new  loan  or  industrial  enterprise  of  the  State. 

Among  the  very  large  number  of  the  compromises  which  I  have 
effected  as  one  of  the  committee  of  Spanish-American  bondholders  I 
have  never  failed  in  convincing  the  creditors  that  they  ought  to  accept 
the  offer,  provided  that  first  of  all  I  was  myself  convinced  of  the  justice 
of  the  compromise.  I  have  always  been  an  advocate  where  the  debt  is 
very  large  and  the  revenue  small  that  a  fixed  percentage  of  the  total 
receipts  should  be  set  aside  aud  taken  by  the  creditors  in  full  each  year 
for  the  interest  of  that  year.  This  prevents  any  great  accumulation  of 
unpaid  arrears  against  the  State,  and  also  induces  the  creditors  to  ben- 
efit the  State  if  in  any  way  in  their  power.  Any  proposition  should  be 
accompanied  by  statistics  showing  the  position  of  the  State  for  the  past 
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few  years,  and  that  tbe  new  taxes  are  as  much  as  the  people  ought  to 
be  expected  to  carry.  ii    •     •   „f 

Until  the  Mississippi  debt  is  settled  tlie  credit  of  the  boutli  is  .inst 
nothing  at  all. 

I  remain,  yours,  very  truly,  ^^^„rr^r^n 

EDWARD  nASLENWOOD. 

fliiolosiivc  No.  4.1 

7  LoTHBTTRY,  East  Chelsea,  London,  April  27,  ]Sr,1 

Jeffbeson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Sir  :  It  may  so  happen  after  all  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  may 
again  pass  into  and  become  part  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
if  so  the  opportunity  ought  not  to  be  lost  for  merging  the  debts  of  the 
individual  States  into  one  common  homogeneous  debt,  including  Missis- 
sippi, and  also  insisting  on  a  great  reduction  of  the  tariff.  Apparently 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  is  at  a  low  ebb,  but  let  the  whole  be 
once  more  united  and  I  have  no  hesitation  Iti  stating  that  a  loan  could 
be  raised  bearing  4  per  cent,  interest  large  enough  to  absorb  the  whole 
of  the  States'  debts  (including  Mississippi),  and  that  the  price  of  that 
stock  would  soon  be  higher  than  any  of  the  Southern  G  per  cents  or 
Northern  5  per  cents  of  the  separate  States.  Another  point  of  great 
importance  would  be  to  stipulate  that  the  number  of  States  in  the  Sen- 
ate should  be  equal  for  the  South  as  for  the  North.  To  eflect  this  there 
must  be  ultimately  an  extension  by  purchase  or  conquest  of  Mexico,  and 
nothing  would  give  greater  satisfaction  in  Europe  than  to  see  the  whole 
of  that  country  absorbed  into  the  States,  provided  that  the  debt  of 
Mexico  was  acknowledged  and  guarantied.  The  peon  law  of  Mexico  is 
not  far  removed  from  the  slavery  of  the  South. 
T  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

El )WAltl)  IIAHLIONWOOD. 


Offioe  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  Yorlc,  May  30,  ISC]. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  Col.  James  Cameron,  your 
accredited  agent,  I  made  arrangements  with  the  marshal  and  with  our 
general  superintendent  of  police  which  resulted  in  the  simultaneous 
possession  by  the  Government  to-day,  May  20,  at  3  o'clock  p.  in.,  of  all 
telegraphic  dispatches  sent  to  or  received  from  the  Southern  section  of 
the  country  for  a  year  and  upward.  They  are  so  numerous  and  bulky 
and  so  systematically  arranged  that  the  marshal  determined  not  to 
remove  them  at  present  and  to  place  two  deputy  marshals  in  continual 
charge  of  the  apartments  in  which  the  dispatches  were  found  and  aie 
stored  with  instructions  to  permit  no  person  to  have  access  to  them. 

We  await  a  consultation  among  ourselves  and  perhaps  instructions 
from  you  before  taking  a  further  step  in  the  matter. 

The  companies  mildly  protested  in  order  to  phice  themselves  right 

before  their  customers,  but  they  and  their  counsel  made  no  serious  objec 

tion  to  the  proceeding  and  now  appear  willing  to  afford  every  facility 

in  their  power  to  aid  the  object  of  the  Government. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  marshal  upon  which  he  has  acted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 
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[In  closure] 
OFFICK   U.   S.  DlSTKICT  Attobney  FUli 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 

Ncic  YorJc,  May  30,  18U1. 
KoBEUT  Murray,  Es<i.,  U.  <S'.  Mar»shal. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  iustructious  received  from  Washington  you 
are  directed  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Government  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  any  telegra])liic  dispatclies  that  may  have  been  sent  or 
received  with  purposes  hostile  to  the  Government  or  in  relation  to  suj)- 
plies  of  arms  and  provisions  purchased  or  forwarded  to  the  Southern 
rebels. 

Upon  obtaining  possession  of  these  dispatches  should  the  record  or 
tile  in  which  they  are  included  also  embrace  other  telegraphic  dispatches 
having  no  connection  with  this  subject  you  .ire  authorized  to  assent  to 
the  packages  which  may  be  taken  by  you  being  sealed,  to  be  opened 
and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  Government  upon  notice 
to  the  telegraph  agent  from  whom  you  receive  them. 

You  will  take  this  proceeding  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  to-day,  and  do  so 
simultaneously  at  all  the  ofttces  in  this  city  where  such  dispatches  are 
to  be  found. 

Y'our  prompt  and  energetic  action  in  the  matter  is  reciuested  and  will 
be  ex))ected. 


Very  respectfully. 


E.  DELAFJELD  SMITH, 

U.  S.  District  Attornvy. 


Office  U.  S.  District  Attorney 

for  District  of  New  Jersey, 

Newark,  May  20,  ItiiSl. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  Gol.  James  Cameron 
given  to  me  on  your  behalf  I  obtained  at  3  p.  m.  to-day  all  the  tele- 
graphic dispatches  sent  and  received  within  a  year  past  at  the  offices  in 
Trenton,  Princeton,  Elizabeth  and  Newark  in  this  State.  They  are  all 
now  in  my  possession  and  I  await  further  instructions  as  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  New  Jersey. 


Office  U.  S.  Attorney 
Eastern  District  Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia,  May  n,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  yesterday  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 
Marshal  William  Millward  by  my  directions  took  charge  of  all  dis- 
patches sent  to  the  South  from  any  source  from  this  city  since  the  1st 
of  January  last.  The  gentlemen  controlling  the  various  telegraph  lines 
being  loyal  rendered  lis  every  aid  and  assistance.  We  hold  these 
papers  subject  to  your  order  and  shall  meanwhile  proceed  to  examine 
them. 

Y'^our  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COFFEY, 

U.  j6'.  Attorney. 
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Attobnet-General,'s3  Office,  May  22, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  a  short  time  since  by  request  I  sent  instructions  to  several  dis- 
trict attorneys  toward  the  Korth  to  co-operate  with  your  special  agents 
in  making  effectual  your  orders  to  take  possession  of  the  written  mes- 
sages in  various  telegraph  offices.  Several  of  the  attorneys  have  made 
report  to  me  of  the  seizure  of  the  papers  and  other  reports  are  expected 
daily. 

Having  no  important  matter  to  communicate  I  only  notify  you  of 
these  facts  and  of  my  desire  to  co-operate  with  you  in  full. 
Most  respectfully, 

EDW.  BATES. 

Office  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for 

Southern  District  of  New  York, 

Neic  TorTc,  May  25, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  It  is  estimated  that  the  telegraphic  dispatches  in  oar  custody 
covering  a  period  of  a  year  number  not  less  than  200,000  or  300,000. 

The  formidable  amount  of  criminal  to  say  nothing  of  civil  business 
pressing  upon  me,  my  continued  efforts  to  investigate  charges  of  trea- 
son and  to  put  an  end  to  the  flow  of  aid  and  comfort  from  this  city  to 
the  rebel  combinations  at  the  South  and  the  prize  cases  now  crowding 
upon  us  all  render  it  difficult  for  me  to  depute  from  my  office  a  .judi- 
cious person  to  examine  all  the  dispatches  and  select  those  that  should 
merit  my  attention  or  be  of  use  to  the  Government. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  delicate  and  important  duty  of  mak- 
ing such  examination  should  be  intrusted  to  a  very  intelligent,  reliable 
person  who  could  devote  to  it  his  uninterruijted  efforts  until  the  task 
should  be  methodically  completed.  If  Col.  James  Cameron  whose  dis- 
cretion and  energy  have  been  evinced  in  perfecting  the  plan  of  seizing 
the  dispatches  can  come  here  charged  with  the  duty  in  question  I  shall 
be  glad.  If  not  perhaps  you  will  give  me  authority  to  employ  a  dis- 
creet and  intelligent  person  at  such  rate  of  compensation  as  our  district 
judge  and  myself  shall  determine  to  be  reasonable. 

Awaiting  your  instructions  or  intimations  on  the  subject,  I  am,  with 
great  respect,  honored  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 

U.  S.  S.  Macedonian,  Near  Vera  Cruz,  May  26,  1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 
Sir:  I  hereby  respectfully  request  to  resign  my  commission  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WARD, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Indorsement.] 

This  resignation  has  been  in  my  possession  during  the  last  mouth. 
I  was  too  sick  to  forward  it  when  it  was  first  handed  in.    Lieutenant 
Ward  is  a  good  officer  and  I  would  regret  to  lose  his  services. 
EespectfuUy, 

JAMES  GLYNN, 

Captain. 
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Headquabteus  of  the  Akmy, 

Washington,  June  3, 1861. 
Commanding  Officek,  Department  of  the  West: 

(Care  Maj.  S.  Williams,  Asst.  Adj.  Gen.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 
The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  arrest  General  A.  S.  Johnston 
if  he  i-eturns  from  California  by  overland  route. 

WINPIELD  SCOTT. 


Los  Angeles,  Oal.,  June  7, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  a  resident  of  San  Jo86,  Santa  Clara  County,  Cal., 
and  I  am  in  this  city  on  business  and  have  spent  ten  days  here,  and  I 
have  learned  that  Colonel  Johnston  who  was  recently  commander  of  the 
U.  S.  forces  on  this  coast  will  leave  this  place  next  week  with  an  armed 
band  of  secessionists  for  Texas  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  joining  the 
traitors  of  Texas  and  the  Southern  Confederacy.  They  will  pass 
through  Arizona,  thence  to  New  Mexico,  and  I  am  informed  that  it  is 
their  intention  to  "clean  out"  as  they  express  it  all  Union  men  on  the 
route.  I  thought  it  my  duty  as  a  good  citizen  to  post  you  that  they 
may  be  headed  off  in  New  Mexico  by  the  soldiers  stationed  there  or  on 
the  border  of  Texas  by  Montgomery  or  Jim  Lane,  of  Kansas.  This 
information  I  believe  to  be  reliable.  They  publicly  state  their  intention 
to  "emigrate"  as  they  call  it,  but  yon  be  assured  from  my  knowledge 
of  some  of  the  emigrants  they  are  and  will  be  ready  to  annihilate  every 
Union  man  as  soon  as  they  leave  the  borders  of  this  State  where 
Colonel  Sumner's  prompt  and  timely  arrival  saved  our  State  from  a 
bloody  war  for  the  Union. 

I  refer  you  to  Hon.  John  F.  Earns  worth,  of  Saint  Charles,  111.  (Eepre- 
sentative),  K.  S.  Bingham,  of  the  Senate,  and  to  ex-Governor  Felch,  of 
Michigan,  all  of  whom  know  me  well  and  of  my  truthfulness.    My  name 
must  not  be  used  or  my  life  would  not  be  worth  a  straw. 
Truly, 

E.  B.  HALL. 

California  safe  for  the  Union.  We  are  forming  Union  clubs  in  every 
city,  town  and  hamlet. 

HALL. 


New  York,  June  11, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H,  Seward,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  I  have  in  my  possession  evidence  I  think  of  complicity  of  two 
of  our  foreign  ministers,  one  to  Portugal  and  the  other  to  Switzerland, 
while  in  England  with  the  enemies  of  our  country  so  strong  that  I 
think  it  cannot  fail  to  convict  them  of  treason,  and  if  you  think  it 
important  I  can  supply  it  to  you  if  you  so  direct  me. 

Very  respectfully,  from  one  of  your  earliest  friends, 

HENEY  SHEPAED, 
No.  131  Hast  Thirteenth  Street,  New  Yorh. 

P.  S. — If  you  should  (hink  it  necessary  to  communicate  with  me 
please  do  so  under  cover  to  J.  B.  Jones,  New  York. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  14,  1861. 
John  E.  Ward,  Esq.,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant.*  It  has  given  the  Department  pleasure  to  comply  with  your 
request  by  giving  you  a  passport  for  the  purpose  indicated  by  you,  and 
by  furnishing  Mr.  Spooner  with  the  desired  permit  to  transfer  your 
baggage  and  efiects  to  Savannah. 

1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAUD. 


General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Northeast  Virginia, 

;No.  ").  I  Arlington,  June  11,  1861. 

Unless  under  the  special  orders  in  each  case  of  a  commander  of 
brigade  or  sui)erior  authority  it  is  forbidden  to  any  officer  or  soldier 
within  this  department  to  arrest  or  attempt  to  arrest  any  citizen  or  citi- 
zens under  the  plea  of  their  being  secessionists,  or  for  any  cause  what- 
soever save  that  of  being  at  the  time  in  arms  against  the  United  States. 
ISTor  will  any  officer  or  soldier  without  the  like  authority  forcibly  enter, 
search  or  attempt  to  search  any  house  or  the  premises  of  any  peaceable 
resident  or  other  persons  not  in  arms  against  the  United  States.  The 
military  or  police  force  will  arrest  any  one  found  trespassing  eveu  on 
the  premises  of  auy  citizen  without  the  department. 

By  command  of  Brigadier  Geueral  McDowell: 

JAMES  B.  FKY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  June  16, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Seeretury  of  W<(r. 

Sir:  The  election  passed  without  disorder  but  the  fact  is  not  a  just 
indication  of  the  spirit  of  the  city.  Active  demonstrations  on  the  part 
of  secessionists  can  only  be  suppressed  by  constant  readiness  of  our 
forces.    We  need  greatly  some  assistance  here. 

First.  Authority  to  establish  a  home  guard.  There  are  many  good 
Union  men  here  who  are  ready  to  enter  the  service,  and  we  have  arms  for 
them  which  have  been  taken  from  ill-disposed  persons.  Tliey  can  be 
deposited  at  the  custom-house  under  guard  of  our  troops  so  as  to  make 
secure  their  possession.  This  will  give  occupation  to  the  Union  men 
and  confidence  to  the  loyal  portion  of  the  city.  I  think  it  will  be 
prudently  and  safely  managed. 

Second.  We  need  a  corps  of  cavalry  to  suppress  the  contraband  trader 
on  the  back  roads  leading  southwaid.  Wc  have  not  now  a  mounted 
orderly  by  whom  to  send  a  message  even  to  the  city.  Some  assistance 
of  this  kind  is  indispensable.  The  infantry  can  well  command  the  rail 
ways.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Secretary  Chase  to  loan  us  the  service  of 
a  revenue  cutter  for  a  brief  i)eriod  by  which  we  could  control  this  trade 
upon  the  river  and  bay.  To  cut  oft  the  contraband  is  to  deprive  Balti- 
more of  the  sup]Jort  now  given  publicly  to  the  secession  spirit  and  strip 
the  rebel  army  of  its  most  useful  supplies.  I  beg  you  to  think  of  this 
subject  and  give  us  prompt  aid. 


*  Not  found. 
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Third.  Baltimore  would  iiflbrd  most  excellent  camps  of  instruction 
for  raw  troops.  They  can  be  easily  and  chejiply  supported  here  in 
healthy  and  convenient  locations,  well  drilled  and  disciplined,  and  their 
presence  would  afford  support  to  the  Government  against  the  rebel 
elements  in  the  city.  In  a  short  time  you  could  safely  withdraw  the 
best  troops  for  service  elsewhere  leaving  the  new  levies  in  jiossession 
liere. 

With  respect  1  submit  these  considerations  to  you,  and  remain,  your 
obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
General,  Commanding. 


Executive  Department, 

Wheeling,  \u.,  June  21,  18G1. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  Reliable  information  has  been  received  at  this  department  from 
various  i)arts  of  this  State  that  large  numbers  of  evil-minded  persons 
have  banded  together  in  military  organizations  with  intent  to  over- 
throw the  government  of  the  State,  and  for  that  purpose  have  called  to 
their  aid  like-minded  ])ersons  from  other  States  who  in  pursuance  of 
such  call  have  invaded  this  Commonwealth.  They  are  now  making 
war  on  the  loyal  people  of  the  State.  They  are  pressing  citizens 
against  their  consent  into  their  military  organizations  and  seizing  and 
iippropriating  their  i)roperty  to  aid  in  the  rebellion. 

I  have  not  at  my  command  sufficient  military  force  to  suppress  this 
rebellion  and  violence.  The  legislature  cannot  be  couA'ened  in  time  to 
act  in  the  premises.  It  therefore  becomes  my  duty  as  governor  of  this 
CVmimonwealth  to  call  on  the  Government  of  the  TJnited  States  for  aid 
to  suppress  such  rebellion  and  violence.  I  therefore  earnestly  request 
that  you  will  furnish  a  military  force  to  aid  in  suppressing  the  rebellion 
and  to  protect  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  from  domestic 
violence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  PEIRPOINT, 

Governor. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northeast  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  21,  1861. 

Colonel  Heintzelman,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Through  the  intercession  of  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  I  am 
induced  to  order  that  George  W.  Armes,  now  a  prisoner  under  your 
guards,  be  returned  to  his  position  in  the  State  Department  on  his  own 
recognizance. 

I.  Mcdowell, 

♦  Brigadier- Genera  I,  Commanding. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  June  25, 1861. 
Capt.  J.  B.  Fry,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Arlington. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  Ifith  instant  I  left  with  you  at  Arlington  a  letter 
from  Maj.  J.  F.  Lee  introducing  me  to  General  McDowell,  and  a  letter 
from  me  to  General  McDowell  in  which  I  asked  him  to  inform  me  whether 
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the  three  Virginia  troopers  who  were  prisoners  here  could  be  exchanged 
or  released  on  terms.  Not  having  heard  from  General  McDowell  will 
yon  be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  me  by  letter  directed  to  this  place 
whether  General  McDowell  saw  Major  Lee's  and  my  letter  and  whether 
he  has  come  to  any  conclusion  in  relation  to  the  prisoners. 
Your  early  reply  will  oblige,  your  obedient  servant. 


Headqttabters  of  the  Army, 

Washirtflfon,  June  ,?7,  ISCl. 

(via  Ohiunbersbui'g.) 
Major-General  Patterson,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  die,  Hagei'stown,  Md,: 
1  have  your  telegram  of  this  date  about  a  prisoner.     *    *     *     You 
needed  no  special  authority  for  sending  prisoners  to  Fort  McHenry. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northeast  Virginia, 

Arlington,  June  2/,  1861. 
J.  M.  Johnson,  Alexandria. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  your  letter  was  laid  before  General  McDowell  but  no  answer  at 
the  time  could  be  given  in  the  case.  The  prisoners  of  war  to  whom  you 
refer  have  been  sent  to  Washington  and  your  application  must  now  be 
made  there. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Post-Ofpice  Department, 

Appointment  Office,  June  28,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  relative  to  forwarding  letters 
from  Europe  to  the  rebels  in  the  South  has  been  received.  The  inclosed 
copies  of  letters  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  and  Major-General 
McClellan  set  forth  the  views  of  this  Department  as  to  its  power  in  the 
premises. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 
First  Assistant  Postmaster- Oeneral. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

PostOffioe  Department, 

Washington,  June  12,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

General:  1  have  received  yours  of  the  9th  instant,*  inclosing  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Gaither  upon  the  subject  of  the  transmission  of  mail 
matter  South  by  Adams  Express  Company. 

1  have  to  reply  that  the  regulation  of  the  intercourse  between  the 
two  sections  is  under  the  control  of  the  military  authorities  of  the 

*  Not  found. 
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country  and  therefore  whether  the  express  business  shall  be  continued 
at  all  or  not  it  is  not  my  province  to  decide.  If  it  is  continued  and 
letters  are  transmitted  by  it  and  mailed  at  Louisville  or  elsewhere 
■within  the  loyal  States,  postage  paid  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  service,  I  cannot  prevent  it;  but  the  postmaster  at 
Louisville  has  been  instructed  to  send  all  letters  coming  from  States  in 
which  the  postal  service  has  been  discontinued  with  our  stamps  upon 
them  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office,  for  the  reason  that  we  do  not  recognize 
stamps  and  stamped  envelopes  obtained  from  offices  in  such  States 
which  like  other  mail  property  have  been  fraudulently  seized. 

I  should  not  object  at  all  to  the  express  company  receiving  letters  in 
the  South  and  bringing  them  to  Louisville  or  Cincinnati  to  be  mailed 
to  any  part  of  the  United  States  if  the  stamps  for  the  prepayment  of 
the  postage  on  such  letters  are  obtained  from  offices  within  the  loyal 
States.  Nor  would  I  object  to  the  express  company  taking  letters  from 
within  the  loyal  States  to  any  point  within  the  seceded  States,  such 
letters  being  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  United  States  postal 
regulations. 

There  being  no  postal  arrangements  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
in  existence  in  those  States,  as  a  matter  of  course  such  transmission 
of  letters  would  involve  no  infraction  of  law.  The  only  j)oint  on  which 
I  wish  especially  to  insist  in  the  employment  of  the  express  agency  for 
this  purpose  is  that  letters  mailed  to  points  Avithin  the  loyal  States 
shall  not  be  prepaid  by  stamps  which  have  been  stolen  from  us,  and 
from  the  high  character  you  give  Mr.  Gaither  I  should  feel  assured 
upon  this  point;  but  as  we  can  have  no  understanding  with  him  he 
must  take  care  to  make  it  clear  to  our  offices  that  he  is  not  using  the 
stamps  stolen  from  us. 


Respectfully,  &c., 


M.  BLAIR, 
Postmaster-  General. 


[InclosareNo.  2.] 

Post-Offioe  Department, 

Appointment  Office,  June  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  25th  instant  inclosing  a  letter* 
from  Mr,  Bowen,  commissioner  of  police  at  New  York,  relative  to  the 
channel  of  communication  between  the  disunionists  in  Europe  and 
Northern  States  with  their  party  in  the  Southern  States.  Mr.  Bowen 
suggests  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  breaking  up  the  est<ablish- 
ment  in  New  York  and  Boston  if  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  Postmaster-General. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  there  being  no  postal  arrangement  in 
existence  on  the  part  of  this  Department  between  the  Government  and 
the  disunion  States,  or  between  the  disunion  States  and  foreign  gov- 
ernments, the  regulation  of  the  intercourse  between  them  is  at  present 
under  the  control  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  country,  and  any 
communication  which  may  be  had  must  depend  upon  the  action  of  the 
military  department. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  postal  act  of  August 
31,  1852,  letters  inclosed  in  postage- stamped  envelopes  not  having 
been  before  used  may  be  carried  outside  the  mail  over  regular  postal 

Not  found. 
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routes,  provided  such  stamps  are  equal  in  value  aud  amount  to  the 
rates  of  postage  to  which  such  letters  would  be  liable  if  seut  in  the  mail. 
So  far  as  the  Post-Offlce  laws  are  concerned  it  will  thus  appear  that 
this  Department  has  no  further  power  than  to  see  that  its  revenues  do 
not  suffer,  aud  that  no  frauds  are  perpetrated  upon  it— ui  other  words, 
that  the  laws  are  observed.  I  have  only  to  say  further  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General  his  power  is  limited  to  secure  tlie 
observance  of  the  laws  and  regulations  resting  thereupon.  The  further 
questions  must  be  referred  to  the  War  Department. 

I  inclose  a  printed  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster-General 
addressed  to  Major-General  McOlellan,  and  embodying  his  views,  m 
reply  to  that  ofiBcer. 

Agreeably  to  request  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bowen  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  A.  KASSON, 

First  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 


,  Hdqks.  Department  of  the  Ohio,  June  ^,  1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  WiNFiELD  ScoTT,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  found  quite  a  number  of 
prisoners  in  custody  under  General  Morris.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  as 
well  as  good  policy  under  surrounding  circumstances  to  deal  leniently 
with  the  prisoners  against  whom  the  charges  were  not  of  a  gross  char- 
acter, and  all  such  have  been  discharged.  Eor  my  guidance  in  dispos- 
ing of  those  remaining  in  custody  as  well  as  for  my  direction  in  other 
cases  that  may  arise  I  beg  leave  to  ask  for  instructions  as  to  what  dis- 
position is  to  be  made  of  prisoners  of  the  following  classes  respectively : 
First.  Prisoners  taken  in  battle.  Second.  Prisoners  who  have  been  in 
the  secession  army  and  have  deserted  or  been  discharged.  Third.  Spies. 
Fourth.  Guerrillas.  Fifth.  Prisoners  who  without  taking  up  arms 
themselves  have  been  active  and  influential  in  inducing  others  to  take 
up  arms. 

Most  resiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  U.  IS.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  a?,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

General-in-Chief  of  the  U.  8.  Army,  dec. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  order  addressed  to  you  by 
the  President*  authorizing  you  or  any  officer  acting  under  your  com- 
mand to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any 
military  line  between  this  city  and  the  city  of  New  York  should  it  be 
deemed  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


•  Omitted  here.    For  this  order  see  Seward  to  the  House  of  RepresontativuB,  .July 
13,  incloBure  No.  3,  p.  19. 
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commonweai.th  of  virginia, 

Executive  Department, 

Wheeling,  July  ,•;,  1861. 
General  G.  B.  McClellan^  Grafton,  Va. 

Sir:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  slip  from  the  Cincinnati  Gazette.    I  learn 
tliere  were  two  men  taken — Messrs.  Miller  and  Waggener.    *    *    * 
Yours,  in  haste, 

P.  n.  PEIKPOTNT. 

P.  S. — I  have  just  learned  that  there  were  many  of  the  Union  men 
with  their  families  driven  into  Ohio  from  Jackson  County — from  Eavens- 
wood  and  that  vicinity.  It  is  also  stated — for  the  truth  of  which  I  can- 
not vouch — that  a  regiment  from  Ohio  passed  into  Virginia  at  Point 
Pleasant. 

Yours,  &c., 

F.  H.  PEIEPOINT. 

[Inclosnre.] 

COLtTMBTTR,  July  1. 

Colonel  Norton,  of  the  First  Eegiment  State  troops  at  Gallipolis, 
telegraphed  the  governor  to-day  tliat  on  Saturday  night  a  mounted 
party  of  flfty  men  came  from  Charleston,  Va.,  to  Point  Pleasant,  headed 
by  A.  G.  Jenkins  and  took  some  of  the  most  prominent  CTnion  men 
there  prisoners  and  marched  them  oif.  Colonel  Norton  started  with 
100  men  in  pursuit  but  coxild  not  overtake  them.  He  then  scoured  the 
country  and  took  30  prominent  secessionists  prisoners  wliom  he  now 
holds  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  Union  men  in  liands  of  the 
rebels.  Norton  says  there  are  3,500  rebels  now  at  Charleston  under 
command  of  [Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.]  Hawes. 


Extrnct  from  the  Premlenfn   mexsage  to  Congress  in  special  Kesftion, 

July  4,  18(11. 

Fellow-Citizens  op  the  Senate  and  Hottsio  of  Eepresenta- 

TIVES : 

******* 
Soon  after  the  first  call  for  militia  it  was  considered  a  duty  to 
authorize  the  commanding  general  iu  proper  cases  according  to  his 
discretion  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  in 
other  words  to  arrest  and  detain  without  resort  to  the  ordinary  proc- 
esses and  forms  of  law  such  individuals  as  he  might  deem  dangerous 
to  the  publi(!  safety.  This  authority  has  been  purposely  exercised  but 
very  sparingly.  Nevertheless  the  legality  and  propriety  of  what  has 
been  done  under  it  are  questioned,  and  the  attention  of  the  country 
has  been  called  to  the  proposition  that  one  who  is  sworn  to  take  care 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed  should  not  hinvpelf  violate  them. 

Of  course  some  consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of  power  and 
propriety  before  this  matter  was  acted  upon.  The  whole  of  the  laws 
which  were  required  to  be  faithfully  executed  were  being  resisted  and 
failing  of  execution  in  nearly  one-third  of  the  States.  Must  they  be 
allowed  to  finally  fail  of  execution  even  had  it  been  perfectly  (slear  that 
by  the  use  of  means  necessary  to  their  execution  some  single  law  made 
in  such  extreme,  tenderness  of  the  citizen's  liberty  that  practically  it 
relieves  more  of  the  guilty  than  of  the  innocent  should  to  a  very  lim- 
ited extent  be  violated? 
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To  State  the  question  more  directly,  are  all  the  laws  but  one  t;0  gc 
unexecuted  and  the  Government  itself  go  to  pieces  lest  that  one  be 
violated?  Even  in  such  a  case  would  not  the  ofticial  oath  be  broken  it 
the  Government  should  be  overthrown  when  it  was  believed  that  disre- 
garding the  single  law  would  tend  to  preserve  it?  But  it  was  not 
believed  that  this  question  was  presented.  It  was  not  believed  that 
any  law  was  violated. 

The  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  ot 
habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended  unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion 
or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it  is  equivalent  to  a  provis- 
ion— is  a  provision — that  such  privilege  may  be  suspended  when  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  does  require  it.  It  was 
decided  that  we  have  a  case  of  rebellion  and  that  the  public  safety 
does  require  the  qualified  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  which 
was  authorized  to  be  made. 

Now  it  is  insisted  that  Congress  and  not  the  Executive  is  vested  with 
that  power.  But  the  Constitution  itself  is  silent  as  to  which  or  who  is 
to  exercise  the  power;  and  as  the  provision  was  plainly  made  for  a 
dangerous  emergency  it  cannot  be  believed  the  framers  of  the  instru- 
ment intended  that  in  every  case  the  danger  should  run  its  course  until 
Congress  could  be  called  together;  the  very  assembling  of  which  might 
be  prevented  as  was  intended  in  this  case  by  the  rebellion. 

•  ***«#* 

ABEAHAM  LINCOLN. 


Palozzo  Baciocchi,  Florence,  Italy,  July  6,  1861. 
Hon.  Preston  King. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  While  taking  a  social  cup  of  tea  on  the  4th  with  our 
consul-general,  resident  in  this  city,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  recently 
received  one  of  three  letters  that  had  been  sent  to  this  city  under  the 
cover  of  the  obliging  consul  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  of  England,  resi- 
dent at  Eichmond,  Va.,  by  one  of  the  rebels  of  that  State  who  is  now 
a  soldier  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  writer  of  these 
letters  was  for  several  years  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  this  atro- 
cious rebellion  a  resident  of  this  city,  but  he  returned  to  Virginia  in 
March  last  and  has  now  as  he  says  in  his  letters  to  the  consul  taken 
up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  letters  that  this  misguided  and  foolish  fellow  has  sent  here  under 
cover  of  the  British  consul  at  Eichmond  have  simply  reference  to  busi- 
ness and  friendly  relations  and  in  themselves  are  of  no  public  impor- 
tance whatever;  but  inasmuch  as  he  says  in  them  (one  of  which  I  took 
pains  yesterday  to  get  a  glance  at)  that  his  friend  the  British  consul 
at  Eichmond  will  aUow  replies  from  his  correspondents  here  in  Florence 
to  go  to  the  writer  under  his  cover  (the  consul's),  it  shows  how  com- 
munications may  pass  between  the  enemies  of  our  Government  which 
in  the  present  crisis  in  its  affairs  may  be  of  vital  importance.  I  said 
therefore  to  our  consul  that  I  thought  he  ought  at  once  to  apprise  the 
Government  of  the  fact  that  the  British  consul  at  Eichmond,  Va.,  was 
obliging  his  friends  by  the  use  of  his  official  position  and  privileges  in 
aid  of  their  correspondence  in  a  manner  that  might  be  found  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  country.  The  consul  is  by  birth  a  North 
Carolinian  and  an  appointee  of  Buchanan  and  said  he  did  not  like  the 
idea  of  being  an  informer ;  but  I  urged  the  importance  of  this  fact  bein  g 
communicated  to  the  Government  at  Washington  so  strongly  that  he 
finally  indicated  a  disposition  to  write  to  some  one  there  about  it. 
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But  lest  be  should  not  do  so  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  drop  you 
this  note  in  relation  to  it,  and  if  you  regard  it  iii  the  light  that  it  pre- 
sents Itself  to  me  you  can  communicate  it  to  those  who  will  be  able  to 
guard  the  country  against  any  mischief  tliat  might  otherwise  be  likely 
to  flow  from  the  ability  of  the  enemies  of  the  Government  to  keep  up  a 
free  and  undisturbed  correspondence  by  means  of  the  privileges  granted 
in  good  faith  to  foreign  consuls  accredited  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  residing  in  the  revolted  territory.  If  the  British 
consul  in  Richmond  is  obliging  enough  to  render  a  facility  of  this  kind 
to  one  rebel  he  can  hardly  refuse  it  to  others,  and  for  any  purpose  that 
may  suit  the  convenience  of  those  who  may  desire  it,  and  if  one  British 
consul  resident  in  the  revolted  States  will  lend  himself  for  the  use  of 
the  enemies  of  the  Government  to  which  he  stands  accredited  is  it  not 
likely  that  others  similarly  situated  do  the  same  thing,  and  that  through 
this  consular  postal  medium  Jeff.  Davis  and  the  head  rebels  of  the  South 
are  kept  daily  advised  of  whatever  is  being  done  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  counteract  their  nefarious  intentions? 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

J.  E.  COOLET. 


Resolution  adopted  hy  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  July  8, 1861. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  instruct  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  taking  prisoners  and  releasing 
them  upon  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  to  report  their 
name  and  residence  to  him  that  they  may  be  recorded  in  his  Department. 


Navy  Department,  July  8, 1861. 
Hon.  "William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  memorandum 
that  has  been  left  with  me  giving  information  of  a  plan  said  to  have 
been  formed  by  a  person  named  James  C.  Hurry,  of  Baltimore,  for  the 
capture*  of  one  of  the  steam-boats  plying  between  Baltimore  and  the 
Patuxent  lliver.  The  memorandum  is  from  a  responsible  source. 
1  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

[Inclosure — Memorandnm.] 

A  man  of  notoriously  bad  character  named  James  C.  Hurry,  a  resi- 
dent of  Baltimore,  has  formed  a  plan  for  the  capture  during  the  present 
week  of  one  of  the  steam-boats  plying  between  Baltimore  and  the 
Patuxent  Eiver,  either  by  ijutting  his  men  on  board  the  boat  at  Bal- 
timore or  at  Millstone  Landing,  on  that  river.  This  Millstone  Land- 
ing or  point  is  a  position  from  whence  more  smuggling  of  men  and 
provisions  is  carried  on  than  any  other  place  on  the  Chesapeake  waters. 
Small  vessels  are  constantly  plying  between  that  position  and  theEap- 
pahannock  and  Cone  Rivers,  chiefly  to  the  latter,  where  a  Tennessee 
regiment  is  posted.  These  vessels  are  run  outside  of  Captain  Budd's 
lines. 


*See  case  of  Zarvoiia,  p.  379,  et  snq. 
2  E  E — SEEIES  II,  VOL  II 
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Confidential.]  IUknttm's  Hcj'ej.,  lialtimorc,  -hihi  n,  3«67. 

Hou.  Simon  Cameron. 

Sir:  To  be  short:  I  have  a  plan  for  securing  the  persons  of  Jefferson 
Davis,  Floyd,  Cobb  and  others  prominent  in  this  secession  movement 
and  should  be  glad  to  snbmit  it  to  your  judgment 

I  believe  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  these  gentlemen  ( I)  rebels 
will  be  obliged  to  Hee  the  country.  My  stratagem  would  have  to  do 
with  them  at  that  particular  juncture  and  could  not  possibly  fail  or 
"bagging"  some  if  not  all  of  them.  It  could  be  done  without  much 
cost  comparatively,  and  so  far  as  I  might  be  concerned  would  ask  ot 
Government  the  opportunity  of  executing  it.  Should  you  desire  I  will 
lay  the  whole  matter  before  you  at  any  time  you  may  designate.  It 
may  be  proper  to  add  that  when  necessary  I  can  present  suitable 
credentials  from  some  of  your  warmest  friends. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  DENNY  SAI?GENT, 

0/  Massachusetts. 


CuSTOM-HOUSE,  Neav  Yokk, 
Collector's  Office,  July  10,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  James  D.  Bulloch,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  is  now  in  England,  and 
has  purchased  there  ten  war  vessels  and  is  fitting  them  out  at  an 
expense  of  about  $750,000  for  the  use  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  as 
a  naval  force.  These  vessels  will  sail  from  Liver])ool  under  the  flag  of 
the  Confederacjy  and  will  operate  upon  our  merchantmen  and  navy 
ships. 

This  information  was  communicated  to  me  today  by  Mr.  J.  A.  lioose- 
velt,  of  the  well-known  and  highly  respected  house  of  Koosevelt&  Son, 
of  this  city,  a  nephew  of  Judge  Eoosevelt,  a  family  connection  of  Mr. 
Bnlloch,  and  who  has  seen  letters  from  him  directing  his  propeity  here 
transferred  to  other  parties  so  that-it  may  not  be  confiscated  by  action 
of  the  United  States  Government.  Of  course  I  know  not  the  grounds 
of  this  apprehension,  but  give  it  as  I  have  given  all  the  statements  in 
this  letter  ou  Mr.  Eoosevelt's  authority  exclusively.  Mr.  Roosevelt  is 
an  ardent  Union  man  and  would  feel  bound  to  denounce  a  brother 
probably  to  save  the  Government,  but  he  does  not  wish  his  name  used 
if  it  can  be  avoided. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  truly,  yours, 

HIRAM  BARNEY. 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  July  13, 1861. 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney -General  be  requested  to  lay  before  this 
House  at  his  earliest  convenience  a  copy  of  the  opinion  mentioned  in 
the  message  of  the  President  delivered  to  this  House  on  the  opening 
of  its  present  session,  and  also  a  copy  of  the  General  Order  suspending 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  July  13,  18(li. 
To  THE  House  of  Representatives: 

Tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  12th  instant  which 
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requested  the  Attoruey-Geueral  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
order  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  the  honor  to  report 
that  three  several  orders  upon  this  subject  have  been  issued — one  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  couimanding  general  of  the 
Army  of  the  27th  April;  the  secjoud  by  a  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  10th  May  last,  and  the  third  by  an  order  of  the  President 
to  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of  the  2d  instant.  A  copy  of 
these  orders  is  hereunto  annexed. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Linuloauro  Xo.  1.] 

The  Commanding  Genekal  Army  of  the  United  States: 

You  are  engaged  in  repressing  an  insurrection  against  the  laNVS  of 
the  United  States.  If  at  any  point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  mili- 
tary line  which  is  now  or  which  shall  be  used  between  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  the  city  of  Washington  you  find  resistance  which  renders 
it  necessary  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  public  safety, 
you  personally  or  through  the  officer  in  command  at  the  point  where 
resistance  occurs  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  this  27th  day  of  April,  18G1,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  Sta..tes  the  eighty-fifth. 

[L.  S.]  ABKAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President  of  the  LTnited  States : 

WILLIAM  fl.  SEWAKD, 


Secretary  of  State. 


[Iiiclosiire  Ko.  2.] 
A   PROCLAMATION. 


Whereas  an  insurrection  exists  in  the  State  of  Florida  by  which  the 
lives,  liberty  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
endangered;  and 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  propei-  that  all  needful  measures  should  be 
taken  for  the  protection  of  such  citizens  and  all  oflicers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties  in  the  State  aforesaid : 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  do  hereby  direct  the  commander  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  on  the  Florida  coast  to  permit  no  person  to  exercise  any 
office  or  authority  upon  the  islands  of  Key  West,  the  Tortugas  and  Santa 
Bosa  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  authorizing  him  at  the  same  time  if  he  shall  find  it  neces- 
sary to  suspend  there  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  to  remove  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  United  States  fortresses  all  dangerous  or  suspected  per- 
sons. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  aftixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1861,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth. 

[L.  s.]  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

By  the  President: 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Incloanre  No.  3.] 

The  Commanding  General  Akmy  of  the  United  States: 

You  are  engaged  in  repressing  an  insurrection  against  the  laws  of  the 
TTni^-oii  s+<.*^=     T+-  „*■  a,Qy  point  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  any  military  line 
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which  is  now  or  which  shall  be  used  between  the  city  of  New  York  and 
the  city  of  Washington  you  find  resistance  which  renders  it  necessary 
to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  for  the  public  safety  you  person- 
ally or  through  the  ofiacer  in  command  at  the  point  where  resistance 
occurs  are  authorized  to  suspend  that  writ. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  at  the  city 
of  Washington,  this  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861,  and  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  the  eighty-fifth.  „    „  ,  r..T^r^T  -kt 

[L.  s.]  ABKAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Bv  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Attorney-General's  Office,  July  13,  l8(il. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  passed  yesterday 
and  by  permission  of  the  President  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith 
a  copy  of  my  opinion  "mentioned  in  the  message  of  the  President 
delivered  to  this  House  at  the  opening  of  its  present  session." 

The  resolution  also  requests  of  me  "  a  copy  of  the  order  suspending 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus."  As  there  is  no  such  order  in  the  records 
or  the  files  of  my  office  I  have  ventured  to  request  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  fulfill  the  pleasure  of  the  honorable  House  in  that  particular. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  BATES, 

[Tnclosurc.] 

Attorney-General's  Office,  July  5,  1801. 
The  President. 

Sir:  You  have  required  my  opinion  in  writing  ujion  the  following 
questions : 

First.  In  the  present  time  of  a  great  and  dangerous  insurrection  has 
the  President  the  discretionary  power  to  cause  to  be  arrested  and  held 
in  custody  persons  known  to  have  criminal  intercourse  with  the  insur- 
gents or  persons  against  whom  there  is  probable  cause  for  suspicion  of 
such  criminal  complicity? 

Second.  In  such  cases  of  arrest  is  the  President  justified  in  refusing 
to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  a  court  or  judge  requiring 
him  or  his  agent  to  produce  the  body  of  the  prisoner  and  show  the 
cause  of  his  capture  and  detention  to  be  adjudged  and  disjiosed  of  by 
such  court  or  judge? 

To  make  my  answer  to  these  questions  at  once  consistent  and  plain 
I  find  it  convenient  to  advert  to  the  great  principle  of  government  as 
recognized  and  acted  upon  in  most  if  not  all  the  countries  in  Europe 
and  to  mark  the  difference  between  that  principle  and  the  great  prin- 
ciple which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  National  Government. 

Most  European  writers  upon  government  assume  expressly  or  by 
implication  that  every  national  government  is  and  must  be  the  full 
expression  and  representation  of  the  nation  which  it  governs,  armed 
with  all  its  powers  and  able  to  assert  all  its  rights.  In  England,  the 
form  of  whose  Government  more  nearly  ai)proximates  our  own,  and 
where  the  rights,  interests  and  powers  of  the  people  are  more  respected 
and  cared  for  than  in  most  of  the  nations  of  the  European  continent, 
it  has  grown  into  an  axiom  that  "The  Parliament  is  omnipotent," 
that  is,  that  it  can  do  anything  that  is  possible  to  be  done  by  legisla- 
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tion  or  by  judgment.  For  all  the  ends  of  government  the  Parliament 
is  the  nation.  Moreover  in  Europe  generally  the  sovereignty  is  vested 
visibly  in  some  designated  man  or  set  of  men  so  that  the  subject  peo- 
ple can  see  their  sovereign  as  well  as  feel  the  workings  of  his  power. 
But  in  this  country  it  has  been  carefully  provided  otherwise.  In  the 
formation  of  our  National  Government  onr  fathers  were  surrounded 
with  peculiar  difficulties  arising  out  of  their  novel,  I  may  say  unexam- 
pled, condition.  In  resolving  to  break  the  ties  which  liad  bound  them 
to  the  British  Empire  their  complaints  were  leveled  chiefly  at  the 
King,  not  the  Parliament  nor  the  people.  They  seem  to  have  been 
actuated  by  a  special  dread  of  the  unity  of  power,  and  hence  in  fram- 
ing the  Constitution  they  preferred  to  take  the  risk  of  leaving  some 
good  undone  for  lack  of  power  in  the  agent  rather  than  arm  any  Gov- 
ernment officer  with  such  great  powers  for  evil  as  are  implied  in  the 
dictatorial  charge  to  "  see  that  no  damage  comes  to  the  commonwealth." 

Hence  keeping  the  sovereignty  always  out  of  sight  they  adopted  the 
plan  of  "checks  and  balances,"  forming  separate  departments  of  gov- 
ernment and  giving  to  each  department  separate  and  limited  powers. 
These  departments  are  co-ordinate  and  coequal — that  is,  neither  being 
sovereign,  each  is  independent  in  its  sphere  and  not  subordinate  to  the 
others,  either  of  them  or  both  of  them  together.  We  have  three  of 
these  co-ordinate  departments.  Now  if  we  allow  one  of  the  three  to 
determine  the  extent  of  its  own  powers  and  also  the  extent  of  the 
powers  of  the  other  two  that  one  can  control  the  whole  Government 
and  has  in  fact  achieved  the  sovereignty. 

We  ought  not  to  say  that  our  system  is  perfect  for  its  defects  (perhaps 
inevitable  in  all  human  things)  are  obvious.  Onr  fathers  having  divided 
tlje  Government  into  co-ordinate  departments  did  not  even  try  (and  if 
they  had  tried  would  probably  have  failed)  to  create  an  arbiter  among 
them  to  adjudge  their  conflicts  and  keep  them  within  their  respective 
bounds.  They  were  left  by  design  I  suppose  each  independent  and 
free  to  act  out  its  own  granted  iDowers  without  any  ordained  legal 
sui)erior  professing  the  power  to  revise  and  reverse  its  action.  And 
this  with  the  hope  that  the  three  departments,  mutually  coequal  and 
independent,  would  keep  each  other  within  their  proper  spheres  by 
their  mutual  antagonism — that  is,  by  the  system  of  checks  and  balances 
to  which  our  fathers  were  driven  at  the  beginning  by  their  fear  of  the 
unity  of  power. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  same  identical 
question  (not  case)  to  come  up  legitimately  before  each  one  of  the  three 
departments  and  be  determined  in  three  different  ways  and  each  decis- 
ion stand  irrevocable,  binding  upon  the  parties  to  each  case;  and  that 
for  the  simple  reason  that  the  departments  are  co-ordinate  and  there 
is  no  ordained  legal  superior  with  power  to  revise  and  reverse  their 
decisions. 

To  say  that  the  departments  of  our  Government  are  co-ordinate  is  to 
say  that  the  judgment  of  one  of  them  is  not  binding  upon  the  other 
two  as  to  the  arguments  and  principles  involved  in  the  judgment.  It 
binds  only  the  parties  to  the  case  decided.  But  if  admitting  that  the 
departments  of  Government  are  co-ordinate  it  be  still  contended  that 
the  principles  adopted  by  one  department  in  deciding  a  case  properly 
before  it  are  binding  upon  another  department  that  obligation  must  of 
necessity  be  reciprocal.  That  is,  if  the  President  be  bound  by  the 
principles  laid  down  by  the  judiciary  so  also  is  the  judiciary  bound  by 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  President;  and  thus  we  shall  have  a 
theory  of  constitutional  government  flatly  contradicting  itself.    Depart- 
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ments  co-ordinsite  and  coequal  and  yet  reciprocally  subordinate  to  each 
other?  That  cannot  be.  The  several  departments,  though  for  from 
sovereign  are  free  and  independent  in  the  exercise  of  the  limited 
powers  granted  to  them  respectively  by  the  Con  stitution.  Our  Govern- 
ment indeed  as  a  whole  is  not  vested  with  the  sovereignty  and  does 
not  possess  all  the  powers  of  the  nation.  It  has  no  powers  but  such 
as  are  granted  by  the  Oou stitution;  and  many  powers  are  expressly 
withheld.  The  nation  certainly  is  coequal  with  all  other  nations  and 
has  eqnal  powers  but  it  has  not  chosen  to  delegate  all  its  powers  to 
this  t^overnniont  in  any  or  all  of  its  departments. 

The  Government  as  a  whole  is  limited,  and  limited  in  all  its  depa,rt- 
ments.  It  is  the  especial  function  of  the  j  udiciary  to  hear  and  determine 
cases,  not  to  "  establish  principles  "  nor  "  settle  questions,"  so  as  to  con- 
clude any  person  but  tbe  parties  and  privies  to  the  cases  adjudged. 
Its  powers  are  specially  granted  and  defined  by  the  Constitution,  article 
3,  section  2 : 

The  iudicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equitj-  arising  under  this 
Constitution,  the  laws  of  tlie  United  States  and  treaties  made  and  which  shall  be 
made  under  their  authority ;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  ministers  and 
consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction;  to  controversies  to 
which  the  Tnited  States  shall  b<)  a  party;  to  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States;  between  States  and  citizens  of  other  States;  between  citizens  of  different 
Statcw;  between  citizens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lauds  under  grants  of  different 
States  and  between  a  State  or  the  citizejis  thereof  and  foreign  States,  citizens  or 
snbjeols. 

And  that  is  the  sum  of  its  powers,  ample  and  efficient  for  .ill  the  pur- 
])oses  of  distributive  justice  among  individual  parties  but  powerless 
to  impose  rules  of  action  and  of  judgment  upon  the  other  departments. 
Indeed  it  is  not  itself  bound  by  its  own  decisions  for  it  can  and  often 
does  overrule  and  disregard  them,  as  in  common  honesty  it  ought  to 
do  whenever  it  finds  by  its  after  and  better  lights  tliat  its  former 
judgments  were  wrong. 

Of  iill  the  departments  of  the  Government  the  President  is  the  most 
active  and  the  most  constant  in  action.  He  is  called  "  the  Executive," 
and  so  in  fact  he  is,  and  much  more  also  for  the  Constitution  has 
imposed  upon  him  many  important  duties  and  granted  to  him  great 
powers  which  are  in  their  nature  not  executive — such  as  the  veto 
power  J  the  power  to  send  and  receive  ambassadors;  the  power  to 
make  treaties  and  the  power  to  appoint  officers.  This  last  is  not  more 
an  executive  power  when  used  by  the  President  than  it  is  when  exer- 
cised by  either  House  of  Congress,  by  the  courts  of  justice  or  by  the 
people  at  larj-e. 

The  President  is  a  department  of  the  Government;  and  although 
the  only  department  which  consists  of  a  single  man  he  is  charged  with 
a  greater  range  and  vnriety  of  powers  and  duties  than  any  other 
department.  He  is  a  civil  magistrate,  not  a  military  chief;  and  in  this 
regard  we  see  a  striking  proof  of  the  generality  of  the  sentiment  pre- 
vailing in  this  country  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  Government 
to  the  effect  that  the  military  ought  to  be  held  in  strict  subordination 
to  tjie  civil  power.  For  the  Constitution  while  it  grants  to  Congress 
the  unrestricted  power  to  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies  and 
to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy  at  the  same  time  guards  carefully 
against  the  abuse  of  that  power  by  withholding  from  Congress  and 
from  the  Army  itself  the  authority  to  appoint  the  chief  commander  of  a 
f(jrce  so  potent  for  good  or  for  evil  to  the  State.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  "  the  President  shall  be  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
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when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States."  And  why  is 
this?  Siuely  not  because  the  President  is  supposed  to  be  or  commonly 
is  in  fact  a  military  man,  a  man  skilled  in  tlie  art  of  war  and  qualified 
to  marshal  a  host  in  the  field  of  battle.  No  it  is  lor  quite  a  different 
reason ;  it  is  that  whatever  sliilll'ul  soldier  may  lead  our  armies  to  vic- 
tory against  a  foreign  foe  or  may  quell  a  domestic  insuiTcction;  how- 
ever high  he  may  raise  his  professional  renown  and  whatever  martial 
glory  he  may  win  still  he  is  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  civil  magis- 
trate, and  hf  and  his  army  are  always  "  subordinate  to  the  civil  power." 

And  hence  it  follows  that  whenever  the  President  (the  civil  magis- 
trate) in  the  discharge  of  his  constitutioiiid  duty  to  ''  take  care  that 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed"  has  occasion  to  use  the  army  to  aid 
him  in  the  performance  of  that  duty  he  does  not  thereby  lose  his  civil 
character  and  become  a  soldier  subject  to  military  Jaw  and  liable  to  be 
tried  by  a  court-martial  any  more  than  does  a  civil  court  lose  its  legal 
and  pacific  nature  and  become  military  and  belligerent  by  calling  out 
the  power  of  the  country  to  enforce  its  decrees.  The  civil  magistrates 
whether  judicial  or  executive  must  of  necessity  employ  physical  power 
to  aid  them  in  enforcing  the  laws  whenever  they  have  to  deal  with 
disobedient  and  refractory  subjects;  and  their  legal  power  and  right 
to  do  so  is  unquestionable.  The  right  of  tiie  courts  to  call  out  the 
whole  power  of  the  country  to  enforce  their  judgments  is  as  old  as  the 
common  law;  and  the  right  of  the  President  to  use  force  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  legal  duties  is  not  only  inherent  in  his  office  but  has 
been  frequently  recognized  and  aided  by  Congress.  One  striking  exam- 
ple of  this  is  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1807  (2  Stat.,  445),  which 
empowered  the  President  without  the  intervention  of  any  court  to 
use  the  marshal,  and  if  he  be  insufficient  to  use  the  Army  summarily 
to  expel  intruders  and  squatters  upon  the  public  lauds.  And  that 
power  has  been  frequently  exeiciscd  without  as  far  as  I  know  a  ques- 
tion of  its  legality.  To  call  iis  is  sometimes  done  the  judiciary  the 
civil  power  and  the  President  the  military  power,  seems  to  me  at  once 
a  mistake  of  lact  and  an  abuse  of  language. 

While  the  judiciary  and  the  President  as  departments  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  are  co-ordinate,  equal  in  dignity  and  power  and 
equally  trusted  by  the  law  in  their  respective  spheres,  there  is  never- 
theless a  marked  diversity  in  the  character  of  their  functions  and  their 
modes  of  action.  The  judiciary  is  for  the  most  part  passive.  It  rarely 
if  ever  takes  the  initiative;  it  seldom  or  never  begins  an  operation. 
Its  great  function  is  judgment,  and  in  the  exercise  of  that  function  it 
is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  cases  not  selected  by  itself  but  made 
and  submitted  by  others.  The  President  on  the  contrary  by  the  very 
nature  of  his  office  is  active ;  he  must  often  take  the  initiative;  he  must 
begin  operations.  His  great  function  is  execution  for  he  is  required  by 
the  Constitution  (and  he  is  the  only  department  that  is  so  required)  to 
"take  care  that  the  laws  (all  the  laws)  be  faithfully  executed;"  and  in 
the  exercise  of  that  function  his  duties  are  coextensive  with  the  laws 
of  the  land 

Often  he  comes  to  the  aid  of  the  judiciary  in  the  execution  of  its 
judgments;  and  this  is  only  apart  and  a  small  part  of  his  constitu- 
tional dutj',  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  I  say  it 
is  a  small  part  of  his  duty  because  for  every  instance  in  which  the 
President  executes  the  judgment  of  a  court  there  are  a  hundred 
instances  in  which  he  executes  the  law  without  the  intervention  of  the 
judiciary  and  without  referring  at  all  to  its  functions. 
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I  have  premised  this  much  in  order  to  show  the  separate  and  inde- 
pendent character  of  the  several  departments  of  our  Government  and 
to  indicatethe  inevitable  differences  in  their  modes  of  action  and  the 
characteristic  diversity  of  the  subjects  upon  which  they  operate;  and 
all  this  as  a  foundation  for  the  answers  which  I  will  now  proceed  to  give 
to  the  particular  questions  propounded  to  me. 

As  to  the  first  question:  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that,  in  a  time  hke 
the  present  when  the  very  existence  of  the  nation  is  assailed  by  a  great 
and  dangerous  insurrection,  the  President  has  the  lawful  discretionary 
power  to  arrest  and  hold  in  custody  persons  known  to  have  criminal 
intercourse  with  the  insurgents  or  persons  against  whom  there  is  proba- 
ble cause  for  suspicion  of  such  criminal  complicity.  And  I  think  this 
position  can  be  maintained  in  view  of  the  principles  already  laid  down 
by  a  very  plain  argument. 

The  Constitution  requires  the  President  before  he  enters  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office  to  take  an  oath  that  he  "will  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States  and  will  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States." 

The  duties  of  the  office  comprehend  all  the  executive  power  of  the 
nation  which  is  expressly  vested  in  the  President  by  the  Constitution 
(art.  2,  sec.  1)  and  also  all  the  powers  which  are  specially  delegated 
to  the  President  and  yet  are  not  in  their  nature  executive  powers. 
For  example:  the  veto  power:  the  treaty  making  power;  the  appoint- 
ing power;  the  pai'douing  power.  These  belong  to  that  class  which 
in  England  are  called  prerogative  powers,  inherent  in  the  crown. 
And  yet  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  thought  proper  to  preserve 
them  and  to  vest  them  in  the  President  as  necessary  to  the  good  gov- 
ernment of  the  country.  The  executive  powers  are  granted  generally 
and  without  specification;  the  powers  not  executive  are  granted  spe- 
cially and  for  purposes  obvious  in  the  context  of  the  Constitution.  And 
all  these  are  embraced  within  the  duties  of  the  President  and  are  clearly 
within  that  clause  of  his  oath  which  requires  him  to  "faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  President." 

The  last  clause  of  the  oath  is  peculiar  to  the  President.  All  the 
other  officers  of  Government  are  required  to  swear  only  "  to  support  this 
Constitution,"  while  the  President  must  swear  to  "preserve,  protect 
and  defend"  it,  which  implies  the  power  to  perform  what  he  is  required 
in  so  solemn  a  manner  to  undertake.  And  then  follows  the  broad  and 
compendious  injunction  to  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exe- 
cuted." And  this  injunction  embracing  as  it  does  all  the  laws — Con- 
stitution, treaties,  statutes — is  addressed  to  the  President  alone  and 
not  to  any  other  department  or  officer  of  the  Government.  And  this 
constitutes  him  in  a  peculiar  manner  and  above  all  other  officers  the 
guardian  of  the  Constitution — its  preserver,  protector  and  defender. 

It  is  the  plain  duty  of  the  President  (and  his  peculiar  duty  above 
and  beyond  all  other  departments  of  the  Government)  to  preserve  the 
Constitution  and  execute  the  laws  all  over  the  nation ;  and  it  is  plainly 
impossible  for  him  to  perform  this  duty  without  putting  down  rebellion, 
insurrection  and  all  unlawful  combinations  to  resist  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. The  duty  to  suppress  the  insurrection  being  obvious  and 
imperative  the  two  acts  of  Congress  of  1795  and  1807  come  to  his  aid 
and  furnish  the  physical  force  which  he  needs  to  suppress  the  insurrec- 
tion and  execute  the  laws.  These  two  acts  authorize  the  President  to 
employ  for  that  purpose  the  militia,  the  Army  and  the  Navy. 

The  argument  may  be  briefly  stated  thus:  It  is  the  President's 
bounden  duty  to  put  down  the  insurrection  as  (in  the  language  of  the 
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act  of  1795)  the  "combinations  are  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in 
tlie  marshals."  And  this  duty  is  imposed  upon  the  President  for  the 
very  reason  that  the  courts  and  the  marshals  are  too  weak  to  perform 
it.  The  manner  in  which  he  shall  perform  that  duty  is  not  prescribed 
by  any  law  but  the  means  of  performing  it  are  given  in  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  the  statutes  and  they  are  all  means  of  force — the  militia,  the 
Army  and  the  Navy.  The  end,  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  is 
required  of  him;  the  means  and  instruments  to  suppress  it  are  lawfully 
in  his  hands ;  but  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  use  them  is  not  pre- 
scribed and  could  not  be  prescribed  without  a  foreknowledge  of  all  the 
future  changes  and  contingencies  of  the  insurrection.  He  is  therefore 
necessarily  thrown  upon  his  discretion  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he 
will  use  his  means  to  meet  the  varying  exigencies  as  they  arise.  If  the 
insurgents  assail  the  nation  with  an  army  he  may  find  it  best  to  meet 
them  with  an  army  and  suppress  the  insurrection  in  the  field  of  battle. 
If  they  seek  to  prolong  the  rebellion  and  gather  strength  by  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations  he  may  choose  to  guard  the  coasts  and  close  the 
ports  with  a  navy  as  one  of  the  most  efiBcient  means  to  suppress  the 
insurrection.  And  if  they  employ  spies  and  emissaries  to  gather  infor- 
mation, to  forward  secret  supplies  and  to  excite  new  insurrections  in 
aid  of  the  original  rebellion  he  may  find  it  both  prudent  and  humane  to 
arrest  and  imprison  them.  And  this  may  be  done  either  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  them  to  trial  and  condign  punishment  for  their  crimes  or 
they  may  be  held  in  custody  for  the  milder  end  of  rendering  them  pow- 
erless for  mischief  until  the  exigency  is  past. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  the  President  must  of  necessity  be  the  sole 
.judge  both  of  the  exigency  which  requires  him  to  act  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  most  prudent  for  him  to  employ  the  powers  intrusted  to 
him  to  enable  him  to  discharge  his  constitutional  and  legal  duty — that 
is,  to  suppress  the  insurrection  and  execute  the  laws.  And  this  discre- 
tionary power  of  the  President  is  fully  admitted  by  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  case  of  Martin  v.  Mott  (12  Wheaton's  Eeports,  19;  7  Curtis,  10). 

This  is  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Chief  Magistrate ;  and  because 
it  is  great  and  is  capable  of  being  perverted  to  evil  ends  its  existence 
has  been  doubted  or  denied.  It  is  said  to  be  dangerous  in  the  hands 
of  an  ambitious  and  wicked  President  because  he  may  use  it  for  the 
]iurposes  of  oppression  and  tyranny.  Yes,  certainly  it  is  dangerous — 
all  power  is  dangerous — and  for  the  all-pervading  reason  that  all  power 
is  liable  to  abuse;  all  the  recipients  of  human  power  are  men  not  abso- 
lutely virtuous  and  wise.  Still  it  is  a  power  necessary  to  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  country  and  undeniably  belongs  to  the  Government  and 
therefore  must  be  exercised  by  some  department  or  officer  thereof. 

Wliy  should  this  power  be  denied  to  the  President  on  the  ground  of 
its  liability  to  abuse  and  not  denied  to  the  other  departments  on  the 
same  grounds  ?  Are  they  more  exempt  than  he  is  from  the  frailties  and 
vices  of  humanity?  Or  are  they  more  trusted  by  the  law  than  he  is 
trusted  i  n  their  several  spheres  of  action  ?  If  it  be  said  that  a  President 
may  be  ambitious  and  unscrupulous  it  may  be  said  with  equal  truth 
that  a  legislature  may  be  factious  and  unprincipled  and  a  court  may  be 
venal  and  corrupt.  But  these  are  crimes  never  to  be  presumed  even 
against  a  private  man  and  much  less  against  any  high  and  highly 
trusted  public  functionary.  They  are  crimes,  however,  recognized  as 
such  and  made  punishable  by  the  Constitution,  and  whoever  is  guilty 
of  them,  whether  a  President,  a  Senator  or  a  judge,  is  liable  to  impeach- 
ment and  condemnation. 
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As  to  the  secoucl  question : 

liiwiiig-  assumed  in  ausweriuff  the  first  question  tliat  the  rresident 
has  the  legal  discretionary  power  to  arrest  and  imprison  persons  who 
are  guilty  of  holding  criminal  intercourse  with  n)en  engaged  m  a  great 
and  dangerous  insurrection,  or  persons  suspected  with  "probable 
cause"  of  sucli  criminal  complicity,  it  might  seem  nnnecessary  to  go 
into  any  prolonged  argument  to  prove  that  in  such  a  case  tlie  Presi- 
dent is  fully  justified  in  refusing  to  obey  a  writ  of  habeas  corjms 
issued  by  a  court  or  judge  commanding  him  to  produce  the  body  of  his 
prisoner,  and  state  when  he  took  him  and  by  what  authority  and  for 
what  cause  he  detains  him  in  custody,  and  then  yield  himself  to  judg- 
ment "to  do,  submit  to  and  receive  whatsoever  the  judge  or  court 
awarding  the  writ  shall  consider  in  that  behalf." 

If  it  be  true  as  I  have  assumed  that  the  President  and  the  judiciary 
are  co-ordinate  de])artments  of  government,  and  the  one  not  subordinate 
to  the  other,  I  do  not  understand  how  it  can  be  legally  possible  for  a 
judge  to  issue  a  command  to  the  President  to  come  before  him  ad  sub- 
jiciendum— that  is  to  submit  implicitly  to  his  judgment  and  in  case 
of  disobedience  treat  Inm  as  a  criminal,  in  contempt  of  a  superior 
authority  and  punisli  him  as  for  a  misdemeanor  by  line  and  imprison- 
ment. It  is  no  answer  to  say  as  has  sometimes  been  said  that  although 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  cannot  be  issued  and  enforced  against  the 
Piesident  himself,  yet  that  it  can  be  against  any  of  his  subordinates 
for  that  abandons  the  princiijle  assumed  of  giving  relief  in  "all  cases" 
of  impiisonment  by  color  of  autliority  of  the  United  States,  and 
attempts  to  make  an  untenable  distinction  between  the  person  of  the 
President  and  his  ofBce  and  legal  power.  The  law  makes  no  such  dis- 
tinction for  it  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  The  President  in  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  men  must  almost  always  act  by  subordinate 
agents,  and  yet  the  thing  done  is  no  less  his  act  than  if  done  by  his 
own  hand.  But  it  is  possible  for  the  President  to  be  in  the  actual  cus- 
tody of  a  prisoner  taken  in  civil  war  or  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  a 
secret  agent  and  abettor  of  rebellion,  and  in  that  case  the  writ  must  be 
unavailing  unless  it  run  against  the  President  himself.  Besides,  the 
whole  subject-matter  is  political  arid  not  judicial.  The  insurrection 
itself  is  purely  political.  Its  object  is  to  destroy  the  ijolitical  gov- 
ernment of  this  nation  and  to  establish  another  political  government 
upon  its  ruins.  And  the  President  as  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the 
nation  and  the  most  active  dei)artment  of  the  Government  is  emi- 
nently and  exclusively  political  in  all  his  principal  functions.  As  the 
political  chief  of  the  nation  the  Constitution  charges  him  with  its 
preservation,  protection  and  defense,  and  requires  him  to  take  caie 
that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed.  And  in  that  character  and  by 
the  aid  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1795  and  1807  he  wages  open  war 
against  armed  rebellion,  and  arrests  and  holds  in  custody  those  whom 
in  the  exercise  of  his  political  discretion  he  believes  to  be  friends  of 
and  accomplices  in  the  armed  insurrection  which  it  is  his  especial 
political  duty  to  supjjress.  He  has  no  judicial  powers.  And  tlie 
judiciary  department  has  no  political  powers  and  claims  none,  and 
therefore  (as  well  as  for  other  reasons  already  assigned)  no  court  or 
judge  can  take  cognizance  of  the  political  acts  of  the  President  or 
undertake  to  revise  and  reverse  his  political  decisions. 

Tlie  jurisdiction  exercised  under  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  appeal  (1  C,  75)  for  as  far  as  concerns  the  right  of  the 
prisoner  the  whole  object  of  tlie  process  is  to  re-examine  and  reverse 
or  affirm  the  acts  of  the  person  who  imprisoned  him.    And  1  think  it 
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will  hardly  be  seriously  affirmed  tliat  a  judge  at  cliaTiibers  can  enter- 
tain an  appeal  in  any  form  from  a  decision  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  especially  in  a  case  purely  political. 

There  is  but  one  sentence  in  the  Constitution  which  mentions  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  (art.  1,  sec.  9,  clause  2),  which  is  In  these  words: 
"  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended 
unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  ])ublic  safety  may 
require  it." 

Very  learned  persons  have  differed  widely  about  the  meaning  of  this 
short  sentence,  and  I  am  by  no  means  confident  that  I  fully  understand 
it  myself.  Tlie  sententious  language  of  the  Oonstitntion  in  this  par- 
ticular must  I  suppose  be  interpreted  with  reference  to  the  origin  of 
ouv  people,  their  historical  relations  to  the  mother  country  and  their 
inchoate  political  condition  at  the  moment  when  our  Constitution  was 
formed.  At  that  time  the  United  States  as  a  nation  had  no  common 
law  of  its  own,  and  no  statutory  provision  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
Still  the  people,  English  by  descent,  even  Avhile  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  English  Crown  claimed  a  sort  of  historical  right  to  the 
forms  of  English  law  and  the  guarantees  of  P^nglish  freedom.  They 
knew  that  the  English  Government  had  jnore  than  once  assumed  the 
power  to  imprison  whom  it  Avonld,  and  hold  them  for  an  indefinite  time 
beyond  the  reach  of  judicial  examination ;  and  they  desired  )io  doubt 
to  interpose  a  guard  against  the  like  abuses  in  this  country.  And 
hence  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  now  under  consideration.  I3ut  we 
must  try  to  construe  the  words,  vague  and  undeterminate  as  they  are, 
as  we  find  them.  "  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not 
be  suspended,"  &c.  Does  that  mean  that  the  writ  itself  shall  not  be 
issued,  or  that  being  issued  the  party  shall  derive  no  benefit  from  it? 
Suspended — does  that  mean  delayed,  hung  up  for  a  time  or  altogether 
denied?  The  writ  of  habeas  corpus — which  writ?  In  England  there 
were  many  writs  called  by  that  name  and  used  by  the  courts  for  the 
more  convenient  exercise  of  their  various  powers;  and  our  own  courts 
now  by  acts  of  Congress,  the  judiciary  act  of  1780,  section  14,  and  the 
act  of  March  2, 1833,  section  7J  have  I  believe  equivalent  powers. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  and  I  doubt  not  correctly 
(see  BoUman  Swartwout's  Case,  4  C,  93)  that  "  for  the  meaning  of  the 
term  habeas  corpus  resort  must  be  had  to  the  common  law,  but  the 
power  to  award  the  writ  by  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
must  be  given  by  written  law."  And  the  same  high  court  (judging  no 
doubt  by  the  history  of  our  people  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times) 
has  also  decided  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stitution is  the  great  writ  ad  subjiciendum. 

That  writ,  in  its  nature,  action  and  objects  is  tersely  and  accurately 
described  by  Sir  William  Blackstone.  1  adopt  his  language  as  found 
in  his  Commentaries  (book  3,  p.  131) : 

But  the  great  and  efficacious  writ  in  all  manner  of  illegal  confinement  is  that  of 
habeas  corpus  ad  subjicieiidiini,  directed  to  the  person  detaiuiu;?  nnother  and  eom- 
maniling  hira  to  produce  the  body  of  the  prisoner,  with  the  day  and  canse  of  his 
caption  and  detention,  ad  faciendum,  auijicieitdum,  et  recipiendum,  to  do,  submit  to  and 
receive  whatsoever  the  judge  or  court  awarding  such  writ  shall  consider  in  tliiit 
behalf.  This  is  a  high  lircrogativo  writ,  and  therefore  by  the  common  law,  issuing 
out  of  the  court  of  king's  bench  not  only  in  term  time  but  also  during  the  vacation 
bv  a  fiat  from  the  chief  justice  or  any  other  of  the  judges,  and  running  into  all  parts 
of  the  king's  dominions ;  for  the  King  is  at  all  times  entitled  to  have  an  account 
why  the  liberty  of  any  of  his  subjects  is  restrained,  wherever  that  restraint  may  be 
inflicted. 

Such  is  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  of  which  the  Constitution  declares 
tlifit  tlifi  i^viHiAo-o  +i>oT«',of  shall  not  be  suspended  except  when  in  cases 
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of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require  it.  But  the  Con- 
stitution is  silent  as  to  who  may  suspend  it  when  the  contingency  hap- 
pens. I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  declarert  by  the  Supreme  Court 
that — 

If  at  any  time  the  public  safety  should  require  the  siispension  of  the  powers 
vested  by  this  act  [meaning  the  judiciary  act  of  1789,  section  14]  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  for  the  legislature  to  say  so.  That  question  depends  upon  politi- 
cal considerations,  on  which  tlie  legistature  is  to  decide. 

Upon  this  I  remark  only  that  the  Constitution  is  older  than  the 
judiciary  act,  and  yet  it  speaks  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  as  a  thing  in  existence;  it  is  in  general  terms,  and  does  not 
speak  with  particular  reference  to  powers  which  might  or  might  not  be 
granted  by  a  future  act  of  Congress.  Besides  I  take  it  for  certain 
that  in  the  common  course  of  legislation  Congress  has  power  at  any 
time  to  repeal  the  judiciary  act  of  1789  and  the  act  of  1833  (which 
grants  to  the  courts  and  to  the  judges  the  power  to  issue  writs)  without 
waiting  for  a  rebellion  or  invasion  and  a  consequent  public  necessity 
to  justify  under  the  Constitution  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  court  does  not  speak  of  suspending 
the  privilege  of  the  writ,  but  of  suspending  the  powers  vested  in  the 
court  by  the  act.  The  power  to  issue  a  writ  can  hardly  be  called  a 
privilege,  yet  the  right  of  an  individual  to  invoke  the  protection  of 
his  government  in  that  form  may  well  be  designated  by  that  name. 
And  I  should  infer  with  a  good  deal  of  confidence  that  the  court  meant 
to  speak  only  of  its  own  powers  and  not  of  the  privilege  of  individuals 
but  for  the  fact  that  the  court  ascribes  the  powers  to  suspend  to  the 
legislature  upon  political  grounds.  It  says,  "  that  question  depends 
upon  political  considerations,  on  which  the  legislature  is  to  decide." 
Now  I  had  supposed  that  questions  did  not  belong  exclusively  to  the 
legislature  because  they  depend  upon  political  considerations,  inas- 
much as  the  President  in  his  constitutional  and  official  duties  is  quite 
as  political  as  is  the  Congress,  and  has  daily  occasion  in  the  common 
routine  of  affairs  to  determine  questions  upon  political  considerations 
alone. 

If  by  the  phrase  "the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus "  we  must  understand  a  repeal  of  all  power  to  issue  the  writ, 
then  I  freely  admit  that  none  but  Congress  can  do  it.  But  if  we  are 
at  liberty  to  understand  the  phrase  to  mean  that  in  case  of  a  great 
and  dangerous  rebellion  like  the  present  the  public  safety  requires 
the  arrest  and  confinement  of  persons  implicated  in  that  rebellion,  I 
as  freely  declare  the  opinion  that  the  President  has  lawful  power  to 
suspend  the  privilege  of  persons  arrested  under  such  circumstances; 
for  he  is  especially  charged  by  the  Constitution  with  the  "public 
safety,"  and  he  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  emergency  which  requires  his 
prompt  action. 

This  power  in  the  President  is  no  part  of  his  ordinary  duty  in  time 
of  peace;  it  is  temporary  and  exceptional,  and  was  intended  only  to 
meet  a  pressing  emergency  when  the  judiciary  is  found  to  be  too  weak 
to  insure  the  public  safety;  when  (in  the  language  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress) there  are  "  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedings  or  by  the  powers  vested  in  the 
marshals."  Then  and  not  till  then  has  he  the  lawful  authority  to  call 
to  his  aid  the  military  power  of  the  nation  and  with  that  power  per- 
form his  great  legal  and  constitutional  duty  to  suppress  the  insurrec- 
tion. And  shall  it  be  s;ud  that  when  he  has  fought  and  captured  the 
insnrgent  army  and  has  seized  their  secret  spies  and  emissaries  he  is 
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bound  to  bring  their  bodies  before  any  judge  who  may  send  him  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  "to  do,  submit  to  and  receive  whatsoever  the  said 
judge  shall  consider  in  that  behalf?" 

I  deny  that  he  is  under  any  obligation  to  obey  such  a  writ  issued 
under  such  circumstances.  And  iu  making  this  denial  I  do  but 
follovr  the  highest  judicial  authority  of  the  nation.  In  case  of  Luther 
V.  Borden  (commonly  called  the  Ehode  Island  case),  reported  in  7 
Howard,  p.  1,  the  Supreme  Court  discussed  several  of  the  most  import- 
ant topics  treated  of  iu  this  opinion,  and  among  them  thei)ower  of  the 
President  alone  to  decide  whether  the  exigency  exists  authorizing  him 
to  call  out  the  militia  under  the  act  of  1795.  The  court  affirmed  the 
power  of  the  President  in  that  respect  and  denied  the  power  of  the 
court  to  examine  and  adjudge  his  proceedings.  The  opinion  of  the 
court,  delivered  by  the  learned  Chief  Justice  Taney,  declares  that  if 
the  court  had  that  power  "then  it  would  become  the  duty  of  the  court 
(provided  that  it  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  President  had  decided 
incorrectly)  to  discharge  those  who  were  arrested  or  detained  by  the 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  or  the  Government  which 
the  President  was  endeavoring  to  maintain.  If  (says  that  learned 
court)  the  judicial  power  extends  so  far  the  guarantee  contained  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  (meaning  of  course  protection 
against  insurrection)  is  a  guarantee  of  anarchy  and  not  of  order." 

Whatever  I  have  said  about  the  suspension  of  the  privilege  of  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  been  said  in  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
others  and  not  because  I  myself  thought  it  necessary  to  treat  of  that 
subject  at  all  in  reference  to  the  present  posture  of  our  national  afi'airs. 
For  not  doubting  the  power  of  the  President  to  capture  and  hold  by 
force  insurgents  in  open  arms  against  the  Government  and  to  arrest 
and  imprison  their  suspected  accomplices  I  never  thought  of  first  sus- 
pending the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  any  more  than  I  thought  of  first 
suspending  the  writ  of  replevin  before  seizing  arms  and  munitions 
destined  for  the  enemy. 

The  power  to  do  these  things  is  in  the  hand  of  the  President,  placed 
there  by  the  Constitution  and  the  statute  law  as  a  sacred  trust  to  be 
used  by  him  in  his  best  discretion  iu  the  performance  of  his  great  first 
duty— to  preserve,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution.  And  for  any 
breach  of  that  trust  he  is  responsible  before  the  high  court  of  impeach- 
ment and  before  no  other  human  tribunal. 

The  powers  of  the  President  falling  within  this  general  class  have 
been  several  times  considered  by  the  judiciary  and  have  I  beUeve  been 
uniformly  sustained  without  materially  varying  from  the  doctrines  laid 
down  in  this  opinion.  I  content  myself  with  a  simple  reference  to  the 
cases  without  encumbering  this  document  already  too  long  with  copious 
extracts:  Tlie  Ehode  Island  Case  (7  Howard,  p.  1),  Fleming  v.  Page 
(9  Howard,  p.  615),  Cross  v.  Harrison  (16  Howard,  p.  189),  The  Santis- 
sima  Trinidad  (7  Wheaton,  p.  305),  Martin  v.  Mott  {V2  Wheaton,  p.  29). 

To  my  mind  it  is  not  very  important  whether  we  call  a  particular 
power  exercised  by  the  President  a  peace  power  or  a  war  power  for 
undoubtedly  he  is  armed  with  both.  He  is  the  chief  civil  magistrate 
of  the  nation  and  being  such  and  because  he  is  such  he  is  the  constitu- 
tional Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  thus  within 
the  limits  of  the  Constitution  he  rules  in  peace  and  commands  in  war 
and  at  this  moment  he  is  in  the  full  exercise  of  all  the  functions  belong- 
ing to  both  those  characters.  The  civil  administration  is  still  going  on 
in  its  peaceful  course,  and  yet  we  are  in  the  midst  of  war,  a  war  in 
which  the  enemy  is  for  the  present  dominant  in  many  States  and  has 
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bis  secret  allies  and  accomplices  scattered  through  niauy  other  States 
■which  are  still  lojal  and  true;  a  war  all  the  more  dangerous  and  more 
uceding  jealous  vigilance  and  prompt  action  because  it  is  an  internecine 
and  not  an  international  war. 

This,  sir,  is  my  opinion,  the  result  of  my  best  reflections  upon  the 
questions  propounded  by  you.  Such  as  it  is  it  is  submitted  with  all 
possible  respect  by  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  J3ATE8, 

Attorney- GeneraL 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  13, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winpield  Scott,  Washington. 

General:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note*  of  the  11th  instant  addressed 
to  this  Department  by  Ohauncy  Smith  from  Morrisauia,  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.,  alleging  that  correspondence  between  that  place  and 
liichmond,  Va.,  is  carried  on  through  British  consuls.  As  such  an 
officer  lias  no  right  to  claim  a  privilege  in  behalf  of  couriers  in  his 
employment  I  would  suggest  that  no  such  courier  be  allowed  to  pass 
the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces  when  coming  from  the  South,  The  exist- 
ing regulations  will  it  is  presumed  be  sufficient  to  check  any  such  abuse 
from  couriers  who  may  be  proceeding  in  the  opposite  direction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


General  Orders,  )  War  Dept.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  44.  S  Washington,  July  IS,  1861. 

I.  In  compliaiuje  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  officers  report  to  this  office  the  names 
and  residences  of  all  prisoners  that  may  be  hereafter  taken  and  released 
upon  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  In  like  manner 
officers  will  report  the  names  and  residences  of  all  prisoners  who  have 
been  taken  and  released  upon  their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
previous  to  this  date. 


By  order  : 


L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  15,  1861. 
Majjor- Gen  (Till  Banks,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Sir:  The  General-in-Ohief  directs  me  to  say  that  Major-General 
McClellan  by  several  recent  victories  has  taken  a  large  number  of 
prisoners.  He  has  been  instructed  to  release  the  privates  who  will 
take  an  oath  and  the  officers  who  will  give  a  parole  not  to  serve  against 
the  United  States  unless  regularly  released  from  their  obligation.  The 
officers,  however,  who  are  known  or  supposed  to  have  recently  resigned 
from  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States  with  the  intention  of 
entering  the  ranks  of  the  rebels  are  to  be  sent  prisoners  to  Port 
McHenry. 


''Kr.t    C.iitk) 
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After  the  arrival  of  these  prisoners  the  general  desires  you  to  send 
them  together  with  Marshal  Kane  and  the  police  commissioners,*  who 
are  in  arrest,  and  such  political  prisoners  as  may  not  be  under  indict- 
ment by  the  civil  authority  to  Fort  Lafiiyette,  harbor  of  New  York,  in 
an  armed  steamer  and  under  a  suitlcient  guard.  A  permanent  guard 
will  be  ordered  to  the  fort  in  time  to  receive  the  prisoners. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headqitarteks  Depaetment  op  the  Ohio, 
Huttonsville,  Randolph  County,  Va.,  July  15, 18(>1. 
Officer  Commanding  the    Forces  Commanded  by  the  late 
liOBERT  S.  (jArnett,  Esq., 

Styling  himself  Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army. 
Sir  :  As  the  commander  of  this  department  I  have  protected  the  per- 
sons of  all  citizens  of  Western  Virginia  except  those  engaged  iu  active 
hostilities  against  theUnited  States,  and  when  under  a  misapprehension 
of  patriotic  duty  arrests  have  been  made  because  of  political  opinions 
or  sympathies  I  have  promptly  ordered  releases.  I  have  protected  all 
private  property  by  whomsoever  owned.  My  proclamations  and  general 
orders  on  this  subject  have  doubtless  been  brought  to  your  knowledge. 
I  am  informed  that  arrests  have  been  made  in  Western  Virginia  of 
citizens  loyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  but  not  in  arms  for 
the  support  of  it,  and  that  such  prisoners  or  some  of  them  are  within  your 
control.  I  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  releasing  all  such  persons, 
their  detention  being  not  only  individual  hardship  but  calculated  to 
increase  the  troubles  of  this  section  of  the  country  without  contributing 
to  any  military  result. 

Among  the  prisoners  now  within  your  control  and  belonging  to  the 
class  above  mentioned  my  attention  has  been  called  specially  to  the 
following  names:  W.  M.  Smith,  John  Brooks,  Quilby  Osborn,  J.  Jj. 
Forton,  CJuillers  Herron,  and  1  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  those 
and  all  similar  cases. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Department. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  July  10, 1861. 

Lieut.  William  H.  Ward, 

U.  S.  Sloop  Macedonian,  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico. 
Sir:  Your  resignation  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  tendered  iu  your  letter  of  the  26th  May  last  has  been  received. 
By  direction  of  the  President  your  name  has  been  stricken  from  the 
rolls  of  the  Navy,  to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  the  delivery  of  the 
order. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


*  For  case  of  Kane  and  the  Baltimore  police  commissioners,  see  Vol.  I,  this  scries, 
p.  619,  et  seq. 
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Hdqbs.  C.  S.  Army  in  Nob  thwestern  Virginia, 

July  i«,  1S()1. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Forces. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  loth  instant  with  its  anomalous  address  has 
been  received.  In  response  I  have  simply  to  say  that  I  am  as  yet 
wholly  unapprised  that  a  different  policy  in  regard  to  the  arrests  of 
suspected  persons  or  the  protection  of  private  property  from  the  line 
you  have  so  naturally  proposed  for  yourself  has  been  pursued  by  the 
chief  of  this  division  of  the  Confederate  Army.  Hence  your  suggestion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  abandoning  any  other  would  seem  to  be  uncalled 
for.  Begging  to  remind  you  that  any  information  you  may  receive  as 
to  the  absence  of  suflcient  grounds  for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
persons  you  name  (or  any  others)  may  to  say  the  least  of  it  be  quite  as 
unreliable  as  the  evidence  upon  which  such  persons  are  held  I  will 
conclude  by  saying  to  you  that  justice  will  be  duly  regarded  by  me  in 
the  treatment  of  all  persons  whatsoever. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier  General,  G.  iS.  Army. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  19,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  assume  command  of 
Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  taking  quarters  at  the 
former  place. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  the  confinement  of  certain  political  pris- 
oners and  prisoners  of  war  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  a  guard  has  been 
detailed  for  their  custody,  the  officers  of  which  will  be  quartered  with 
the  guard  iu  the  same  fort.  The  general  directs  that  you  give  orders 
to  the  following  purpose : 

First.  That  the  prisoners  be  securely  held  and  that  they  be  allowed 
every  privilege  consistent  with  this  end  and  be  treated  with  aH'kiiid- 
uess. 

Second.  That  a  record  be  kept  of  the  names,  dates  of  confinement 
and  release  of  the  prisoners. 

Third.  That  the  prisoners  be  permitted  to  provide  themselves  with 
such  comforts  as  they  require. 

Fourth.  That  an  exact  account  be  kept  of  the  subsistence,  &c.,  fur- 
nished the  prisoners  of  war. 


I  am,  &c., 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

•Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  July  20, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police,  New  YorTc. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  private  and  confidential  letter  to  me  from 
Mr.  Adams,  at  London,  relative  to  Doctor  Holland,  ol  Texas,  who  was  the 
subject  of  your  note  to  me  of  the  17th  of  May  last.    The  French  house 
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tberein  referred  to  and  their  correspondendte  should  it  seems  to  me  be 
watched  and  any  member  of  the  firm  arrested  against  whom  there 
should  be  probable  cause  for  a  charge  of  disloyal  or  treasonable  prac- 
tices. If  any  arrest  should  be  made  General  Scott  will  be  requested  to 
cause  the  party  to  be  confined  in  a  fort  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
York. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

[Inclosurc] 

London,  July  5, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Deae  Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate  a  little  information 
which  I  have  obtained  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit  touching  the 
movements  of  a  man  called  Holland  now  in  London.  This  is  the  same 
man  who  escaped  from  America  a  short  time  since  under  strong  sus- 
picion which  was  probably  well  founded.  It  is  stated  that  on  his  voy- 
age he  had  papers  which  would  have  convicted  him,  but  that  they  were 
saved  by  a  woman  who  concealed  them  in  her  bosom  and  who  carried 
them  safely  to  their  destination.  I  understand  this  to  have  been  on 
the  way  out  to  America,  ft'om  which  he  not  long  since  returned.  He  is 
now  engaged  here  in  procuring  and  forwarding  arms  to  the  South.  He 
professes  to  be  able  to  get  them  in  by  the  way  of  Texas.  He  also  gives 
it  out  that  he  is  fitting  out  a  steamer  for  a  privateer.  This  is  probably 
the  same  vessel  of  which  the  consul,  Mr.  Morse,  has  had  information. 

But  the  material  part  of  the  information  is  that  he  keeps  up  his  com- 
munications through  Paris  and  a  French  house  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
a  Mr.  Am^dee  Simon^e  who  transmits  the  letters  fi-om  Eichmond.  He 
admitted  that  for  a  time  he  had  been  cut  off  but  the  thread  was  tied 
again.  It  is  said  that  he  afl&rms  that  much  of  what  is  done  at  Wash- 
ington is  known  to  the  Confederates  by  the  treachery  of  subordinates 
yet  retained  by  Government.  I  receive  this  information  in  a  way  which 
makes  concealment  of  the  channel  highly  advisable. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

C.  F.  ADAMS. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  23, 1861. 

Major-General  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding,  &c.,  Baltimore : 

Can  you  with  safety  send  to  New  York  your  political  and  other  pris- 
oners without  waiting  for  those  from  Western  Virginia  otherwise  than 
by  a  steamer  and  the  ocean?  See  previous  communications  to  General 
Banks. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Maryland, 

Fort  McHenry,  July  24,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  received  your  confidential  dispatch*  last  evening  with  the  let- 
ter inclosed  concerning  the  Winans  arms.  Major-General  Banks  doubts 
the  fact  stated  and  thinks  that  a  search  would  excite  a  great  deal  of 
feeling  among  the  Eoman  Catholics.    I  sent  for  a  special  agent  of  the 

•Not  found. 
II,  VOL  II 
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]>olice  aud  directed  him  to  station  policemen  by  Tiigbt  and  day  near  the 
only  two  nunneries  as  he  thinks  in  the  city  aud  keep  them  under  con- 
stant supervision.  If  they  are  entered  by  any  unusual  number  of  per- 
sons or  if  any  attempt  is  made  to  move  the  arms  in  case  they  are  secreted 
there  as  coniectured  the  whole  police  force  aided  by  the  military  will 
be  called  out^  In  half  an  hour  two  regiments  can  be  concentrated  at 
either  point.  In  the  meantime  if  any  circumstance  occurs  to  conflrm 
suspicion  1  will  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  institute  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHIs^  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


List  of  prisoners  (citizens)  paroled  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rose- 
crans  July  25,  1861,  captured  at  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain,  Ya. 

Isaac  T.  Vincent,  Samuel  W.  Vincent,  Henry  Martin,  Jasper  Martin, 
George  W.  Slus,  Joseph  Matthews,  William  .].  Matthews,  James  U. 
Camp,  George  H.  Baston,  William  Schieter,  Hugh  O'Donnell,  William 
E.  Lively,  Charles  Meredith  and  Benjamin  F.  Green. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Gairo^  III.,  July  26, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  of  the 
names  and  residences  of  all  prisoners  taken  and  released  upon  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  by  the  troops  under  my  command. 

With  assurances  of  high  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Alfred  Yancey,  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  arrested  May  12,  released 
May  13;  employe  of  Adams  Express  Company. 

Oliver  M.  liussell,  Saint  Louis  County,  Mo.,  arrested  May  12,  released 
May  14;  rearrested  and  held  since  July  2. 

Matthew  Hale,  Joseph  Hill,  Samuel  W.  Woods  and  Thomas  Bren- 
nan,  Hickman  County,  Ky.,  arrested  and  released  June  1;  arrested  at 
Cairo,  111. 

John  Martin,  Saint  Louis  County,  Mo.,  arrested  June  3,  released 
June  5;  arrested  at  Cairo,  111. 

Eiley  W.  Murphy,  Jackson  County,  111.,  arrested  June  4,  released 
June  6;  arrested  at  Carbondale,  111. 

Israel  Blauchard,  Jackson  County,  111.,  arrested  June  4,  released 
June  8;  sent  to  civil  authorities,  and  subsequently  released. 

Lewis  Thompson,  arrested  June  5,  released  June  6;  steam-boat  hand; 
arrested  at  Cairo. 

James  M.  Morgan,  Jackson  County,  111.,  arrested  June  5,  released 
June  G;  arrested  at  Carbondale,  111. 

Eeuben  Morgan,  Jackson  County,  111.,  arrested  and  released  June  5 ; 
arrested  at  Carbondale,  HI. 

James  Richardson,  McCracken  County,  Ky.,  arrested  and  releaser" 
June  5,  by  scouting  party  under  Colonel  Morgan. 
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J.  H.  Naive,  James  M.  Newell,  Z.  S.  Jetl,  Joliu  Smith,  Milton  Gris- 
som,  James  Welsh,  Benjamin  P.  West,  George  Hargan,  Daniel  Hargan, 
George  W.  Naive,  Madison  J.  West,  James  P.  Davis,  Ohesley  Ehodes 
Michael  McEedman,  Alfred  Rush,  William  Eeasor,  George  W.  Wise- 
man and  James  McPherson,  Scott  County,  Mo.,  arrested  June  10, 
released  June  11,  by  scouting  party  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hammer. 

Sylvester  Parker  alias  Holman,  Mississippi  County,  Mo,;  arrested  and 
released  June  12;  arrested  at  Cairo,  111. 

T.  C.  Tappau,  Edward  Gray,  William  B.  Gray  and  A.  J.  Carter, 
Scott  County,  Mo. ;  A.  S.  Lightner,  Jasper  Colbey  and  T.  J.  McClure, 
Alexander  County,  111.,  arrested  and  released  June  23;  A.E.New- 
man, Marshall  Ellison  and  Edward  Moss,  Scott  County,  Mo.,  arrested 
June  23,  released  June  24,  by  scouting  party  under  Colonel  Morgan. 

Michael  Flyun  (residence  not  fixed),  arrested  and  released  June  2G; 
steam-boat  man;  arrested  at  Cairo,  111. 

Peter  H.  Tiernan  and  Aubrey  C,  Howard,  Saint  Louis  County,  Mo., 
arrested  July  7,  released  July  24;  arrested  at  Cairo,  111. 

B.  M.  PRENTISS, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Extract  from  M€0.  Gen.  George  B.  McClcllati's  report  covering  operations 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  July  27.,  1861,  to  November  9, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
Siu: 

Immediately  after  being  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops 
around  Washington  I  organized  a  secret  service  force  under  Mr.  E.  J. 
Allen,  a  very  experienced  and  efflcieut  person.  This  force  up  to  the 
time  I  was  relieved  from  command  was  continually  occupied  in  procur- 
ing from  all  possible  sources  information  regarding  the  strength,  posi- 
tions and  movements  of  the  enemy.  (Mr.  Allan  Pinkerton  was  the 
trustworthy  and  efficient  chief  of  the  secret  service  mentioned  under 
the  assumed  name  of  E.  J.  Allen.) 

All  spies,  "contrabands,"  deserters,  refugees  and  many  prisoners  of 
war  coming  into  our  lines  from  the  front  were  carefully  examined,  first 
by  the  outpost  and  division  commanders,  and  then  by  my  chief  of  staff 
and  the  provost-marshal-general.  Their  statements  taken  in  writing, 
and  in  many  cases  under  oath,  from  day  to  day  for  a  long  period  pre 
vious  to  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  comprised  a  mass  of  evidence 
which  by  careful  digests  and  collations  enabled  me  to  estimate  with 
considerable  accuracy  the  strength  of  the  enemy  before  us. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Hkadquarteus,  Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  July  27,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 
General  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  44,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  July  13, 1861, 1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a 
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report  of  the  prisoners  who  have  been  taken  and  released  on  their  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  at  this  post. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  MOREIS, 
Major  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosnrc.] 

Nathaniel  Stephens,  released  June  29,  1861,  on  parole  of  honor; 
Timothy  Corbett,  released  July  9, 1861,  on  parole  of  honor;  Frederick 
Ellenbrook,  released  July  11, 1861,  on  oath  of  allegiance;  John  L.  Hebb, 
released  July  13,  1861,  on  parole  of  honor;  James  Clayton,  released 
July  16, 1861,  on  oath  of  allegiance;  Richard  F.  Moran,  released  July 
16, 1861,  on  oath  of  allegiance ;  Samuel  Ogle  Tilghman,  released  July  16, 
1861,  on  parole  of  honor;  Charles  D.  Hinks,  released  July  6, 1861,  on 
parole  of  honor;  Eugene  Higgins,  released  July  26, 1861,  on  parole  of 
honor. 

The  above  report  is  correct. 

W.  W.  MOREIS, 
Major  Fourth  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


An  act  of  the  V.  8.  Congress,  approved  July  31,  1861. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  if  two  or  more  persons 
within  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  shall  conspire 
together  to  overthrow  or  to  put  down  or  to  destroy  by  force  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States, 
or  to  oppose  by  force  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  by  force  to  prevent,  hinder  or  delay  the  execution  of  any  law 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  force  to  seize,  take  or  possess  any  property 
of  the  United  States  against  the  will  or  contrary  to  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  or  by  force  or  intimidation  or  threat  to  prevent  any 
person  from  accepting  or  holding  any  office  or  trust  or  place  of  confi- 
dence under  the  United  States,  each  and  every  person  so  offending 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  dis- 
trict or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  thereof 
or  district  or  supreme  court  of  any  Territory  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  less  than  $500 
and  not  more  than  $5,000,  or  by  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard 
labor  as  the  court  shall  determine  for  a  period  not  less  than  six  months 
nor  greater  than  six  years,  or  by  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  l,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfielb  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  am  directed  to  communicate  to  you  for  your  information 
and  guidance  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  yesterday  relative  to  political  prisoners  in  forts 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWARD. 
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(Same  to  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  marshal  of  the  United  States  for 
the  southern  district  of  New  York  and  marshal  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  Maryland,  Baltimore.) 

[Inclosure.] 

Executive  Mansion,'  WasJiin0on,  July  31, 1861. 
The  marshals  of  the  United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  forts  where  polit- 
ical prisoners  are  held  will  supply  decent  lodging  and  subsistence  for 
such  prisoners  unless  they  shall  prefer  to  provide  in  those  respects  for 
themselves,  in  which  cases  they  will  be  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  com- 
manding officers  in  charge. 

Approved,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  will  transmit  the  order  to  mar- 
shals, the  lieutenant-general  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


ResoluHon  adopted  by  the  Bouse  of  Representatives  August  1, 1861. 

Whereas  it  is  currently  reported  that  the  forces  now  in  rebellion 
against  the  Government  have  imprisoned  loyal  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  among  others  Hon.  Alfred  Ely,  one  of  the  members  of  tliis 
House : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  furnish  this  House  any 
information  he  may  have  upon  this  subject. 


Washington,  August  2, 1861. 
To  THE  House  op  Representatives: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  yes- 
terday requesting  information  regarding  the  imprisonment  of  loyal 
citizens  of  the  United  States  by  the  forces  now  in  rebellion  against  this 
Government,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
copy  of  a  telegraphic  dispatch  by  which  it  was  accompanied. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

rinclosnrc  No.  1.] 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  2, 1861. 
The  President: 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Eepresentatives  of  yesterday  requesting  the  President  to 
furnish  to  that  House  any  information  he  Tiay  have  in  his  possession 
on  the  subject  of  the  forces  now  in  rebellion  against  the  Government 
having  in  imprisonment  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  among 
others  the  Hon.  Alfred  Ely,*  one  of  tlie  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  State  of  New  Yoi'k,  has  the  lionor  to  report  to 
the  President  that  the  only  information  possessed  by  this  Department 
on  the  subject  is  contained  in  a  telegraphic  dispatcli,  a  copy  of  which 
is  annexed. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWARD. 


*  Mr.  Ely  was  captiiroil  jit  Bull  Run  .Inly  21, 1861. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

EiCHMOND,  Va.,  July  31, 1861. 

(Received  August  1.) 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward: 
1  am  here  a  prisoner.     Ely,  Arnold  Harris  and  Magraw  are  also 

^^^^^-  G.  HUSON,  Jr. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  5, 18(11. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning*  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  among  the  persons  who  have  just  arrived  at  Few  York  from  Cali- 
fornia, mentioned  in  the  newspaper  slip  inclosed  in  that  note,  I  think  it 
desirable  that  John  Adams,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  recently 
resigned  a  captaincy  in  the  U.  S.  First  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  be 
arrested  and  held  a  political  prisoner,  as  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  designs 
to  take  service  in  the  rebel  army  against  us.  There  is  no  similar  reason 
for  confining  medical  officers  even  when  taken  as  prisoners  of  war. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SOOTT. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  5,  1801. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c..  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 
Sir  :    *    *    »    The  general  also  directs  that  you  receive  and  take 
charge  of  any  political  prisoners  or  prisoners  of  war  who  may  be  deliv- 
ered or  sent  to  you  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  or  by  any  department 
commander. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  5, 18(11. 
Hon.  William  Stuart,  &c. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note*  of  tlie  1st  instant, 
setting  forth  that  British  officers  and  seamen  captured  in  vessels 
ciiarged  with  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  have  without  necessity 
been  confined  in  military  prisons  and  common  gaols  as  prisoners  of 
war ;  that  they  have  been  robbed  of  their  effects,  and  that  an  attempt 
appears  to  have  been  made  to  get  certain  colored  seamen  of  the  Mersey 
out  of  the  way  in  order  to  prevent  their  giving  testimony  in  favor  of 
the  owners. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Ma-iesty's  Govern- 
ment does  nomore  than  justice  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in 
supposing  that  it  could  never  sanction  such  practices  and  that  if  in 
any  case  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  a  British  subject  has  been 
treated  with  undue  harshness  all  proper  reparation  shall  be  made. 
Immediate  inquiry  with  this  view  shall  consequently  at  once  be  made 

*Not  foiiiul. 
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in  the  proper  quarter.  Meanwhile,  however,  I  would  remark  that  it 
seems  so  improbable  that  anything  which  the  mariners  on  board  cap- 
tured vessels  would  be  likely  to  have  would  tempt  the  cupidity  of  those 
who  may  have  had  those  persons  in  their  power  that  this  charge  may 
in  advance  be  pronounced  as  of  questionable  foundation. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


liEADQUARTERS  DIVISION   OF   THE  POTOMAC, 

Washington,  August  6, 1861. 
CoL  A.  PoRTEE,  Provost-Marshal,  &c.,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  have  in  charge  the 
surveillance  of  all  persons  in  this  city  who  are  disposed  inimically  to  the 
Government.    You  will  exercise  a  wise  discretion  in  making  arrests, 
and  all  cases  will  be  reported  directly  to  these  headquarters. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


State  of  Ohio,  Executive  Department, 

Columbus,  August  7, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  There  are  now  and  have  been  for  some  time  a  number  of 
prisoners  at  Gamp  Chase  who  were  arrested  in  Western  Virginia  under 
orders  of  commanding  officers.  I  desire  to  know  what  are  the  princi- 
ples governing  their  discharge.  There  are  among  them  men  who  may 
properly  be  set  at  liberty,  and  you  will  please  advise  what  steps  may 
pro])erly  be  taken  for  that  purpose  and  on  whose  authority  discharges 
may  be  issued.  I  have  not  taken  any  charge  of  these  prisoners  but 
lia\e  in  all  cases  on  tlieir  arrival  here  turned  them  over  to  the  TJ.  S. 
officers.  I  am  pressed  every  day  for  papers  granting  discharges  and  I 
trust  you  will  give  this  your  immediate  attention. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  DENNISOX. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  August  7, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter, 

Provost- Marshal,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  say 
that  in  addition  to  your  other  duties  he  desires  you  if  possible  to  inter- 
cept all  letters  and  communications  sent  to  or  coming  from  Virginia 
otherwise  than  through  the  proper  channels.  He  desires  also  that  all 
persons  supposed  to  be  in  correspondence  with  or  who  are  disposed  in 
any  way  to  aid  the  enemy  be  carefully  watched.  Much  discretion 
should  be  used  in  arresting  such  persons.  You  are  authorized  to 
employ  citizen  detectives  to  aid  you  in  ijerforming  the  above  duties. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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ClECtTLAE.1  HDQRS.  DEPARTMENT  OP  NEW  MEXICO, 

Santa  F6,  N.  Mex.,  August  8, 1861. 

The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  has  been  suspended  in  order  to  enable 
every  commander  to  guard  against  the  treasonable  designs  of  persons 
disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  particularly  agents 
and  spies,  persons  engaged  in  fuinishing  information  to  or  in  other 
treasonable  correspondence  with  the  enemy  or  in  inciting  insurrection 
or  rebellion,  . 

Care  will  be  taken  to  guard  against  any  abuse  of  this  power  by 
unauthorized  arrests  or  by  any  annoyances  to  peaceable  and  well-dis- 
posed citizens,  and  except  in  the  case  of  overt  acts  arrests  will  only  be 
made  by  the  superior  commander  of  every  district,  post  or  body  of 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  only  upon  probable 
cause  of  suspicion  of  being  dangerous  to  the  public  safety. 

When  arrests  are  made  the  person  arrested  will  immediately  be  exani- 
ined  and  if  there  be  no  ground  for  suspicion  will  be  released;  if 
otherwise  held  in  confinement  until  his  case  is  disposed  of  by  the  proper 
authorities.  If  there  be  evidence  of  treason  or  misprision  of  treason 
he  will  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  courts  for  trial. 

In  the  execution  of  these  duties  the  troops  will  at  all  times  unite  with 
and  assist  the  civil  authorities  in  maintaining  order  throughout  the 
country. 

By  order  of  Col.  E.  E.  S.  Canby: 

A..  L.  ANDERSON, 
Secoiid  Lieut,  Fifth  Infantry,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Office  American  Telegraph  Company, 

Washington,  August  9,  1861. 
B.  P.  Snyder,  Manager,  and 
G.  H.  Burns,  Supervisor: 

You  will  receive  instructions  relating  to  the  conduct  of  Government 
telegraphing  and  the  restrictions  upon  other  business  from  Hon.  Thomas 
A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  and  general  manager  of  military 
telegraphs. 

You  will  not  permit  any  telegram  relating  to  late,  present  or  contem- 
plated movements  of  the  Army  or  any  part  thereof  to  pass  over  the 
lines  excepting  official  messages  sent  by  military  commanders.  The 
former  rule  permitting  such  army  information  as  appeared  in  the 
Washington  papers  to  be  telegraphed  is  rescinded. 

You  will  require  of  every  one  in  the  employ  of  the  company  having 
access  to  messages  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  secrecy  as  per 
form  furnished  by  Mr.  Scott. 

Great  caution  must  be  used  in  forwarding  and  receiving  Government 
cipher  and  other  messages.  In  all  cases  of  the  slightest  doubt  have 
the  message  repeated  until  its  correctness  is  clear.  If  messages  be 
sent  in  with  illegible  words  return  them  for  explanation. 

You  will  not  permit  any  one  not  directly  and  necessarily  connected 
with  the  office  to  have  access  to  messages  or  the  operating  room  or  its 
immediate  vicinity  unless  duly  authorized  by  the  Government  telegraph 
manager. 

Any  information  you  may  obtain  which  appears  of  importance  to 
Government  is  to  be  communicated  directly  to  Mr.  Scott. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  S.  SANFORD, 

President. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  12. 1861. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Thayer,  Northampton,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  10th  instant  has  been  received, 
together  with  the  newspaper  mentioned  therein  containing  what  pur- 
ports to  be  a  letter  from  a  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Army  stationed  at 
Arlington  Heights  containing  strictures  upon  the  Army,  members  of 
the  administration  and  others,  and  in  which  it  is  stated'that  "  Seward 
is  drunk  from  morning  till  night."  You  tell  me  that  if  it  is  thought 
best  you  think  you  could  find  out  who  is  the  writer  of  the  communica- 
tion. I  give  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindness  which  prompted 
you  to  bring  this  matter  to  my  notice,  but  I  have  not  the  least  interest 
in  discovering  the  author  of  the  communication.  It  has  been  a  habit 
of  my  life  to  leave  my  conduct  and  character  lo  the  vindication  of  time 
and  truth. 

1  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  August  12, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Mansfield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington. 
General  :  You  will  please  take  no  action  in  regard  to  the  detective 
police  of  Washington  as  to  secessionists.    The  subject  is  fully  covered 
by  proceedings  from  these  headquarters  in  connection  with  the  action 
of  the  provost-marshal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  13, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
command  of  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
vising the  safe  custody  of  the  political  prisoners  and  prisoners  of  war 
confined  in  the  latter  fort.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State  instructions  of  which  the  inclosed  are  copies 
have  already  been  given  in  relation  to  the  said  prisoners.  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  that  the  letters  written  by  the  prisoners  to  their  friends 
having  a  political  rather  than  a  military  bearing  should  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  State  for  examination  to  ascertain  whether  they  may  be 
properly  forwarded  to  their  address,  or  if  not  what  should  be  done 
with  them.  Applications  for  permission  to  visit  the  prisoners  should 
be  submitted  it  is  supposed  to  the  same  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

[Incloaure.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Arky, 

Washington,  August  2, 1861. 
Lieut  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  No.  6  State  Street,  New  York  City: 
Should  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  come  for  the  production  in  court  of 
any  of  your  political  prisoners  you  will  respond  thereto  that  you  deeply 
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resret  that  pending  existing  political  troubles  you  cannot  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  the  honorable  judge.* 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


New  York,  August  13, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  to  apprise  you  of  a  plot  to  get  possession  of  Fort 
Lafayette  in  this  harbor  by  a  surprise  in  order  to  release  the  Baltimore 
prisoners  confined  there.  A  recent  visit  to  the  fort  shows  me  that  it 
can  be  easily  accomplished  by  a  few  bold  men.  The  gates  of  the  fort 
are  always  open  and  entrance  is  easy  to  any  one  suddenly  landing. 
Some  of  the  guns  on  Fort  Hamilton  point  to  Lafayette,  but  there  is  not 
a  man  in  the  garrison  of  Hamilton  who  can  work  a  gun.  Nor  are  there 
any  about  there  except  some  twenty-five  men  in  Company  Gr,  of  the 
Texas  troops,  who  are  encamped  near  the  fort.  Fort  Hamilton  is  also 
open  continually  to  stragglers,  and  you  may  hear  that  some  of  the  guns 
have  been  tampered  with,  especially  the  brass  pieces  that  stand  outside 
the  gate. 

You  do  not  know  me  and  therefore  may  question  my  statements,  but 
I  beg  you  to  send  some  agent  to  look  at  the  position  of  matters  at  these 
forts,  and  I  am  sure  you  will  conclude  that  they  need  attention.  Fort 
Hamilton  ought  to  be  fully  garrisoned  by  regulars  and  shut  from  idle 
stragglers,  and  Fort  Lafayette  should  also  be  carefully  guarded  and  no 
one  permitted  to  land  there  or  hold  any  communication  with  it.  If  you 
do  not  attend  to  this  you  will  exijerience  trouble  and  mortification  I  am 
confident. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  WHITE. 

Columbus,  August  14,  18(il. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

We  have  several  prisoners  confined  at  Camp  Chase  charged  with 
various  crimes.  I  now  send  you  inclosed  a  statement t  of  the  accusa- 
tions made  against  them  by  the  different  persons  by  whom  they  were 
arrested.    I  desire  to  be  informed  what  shall  be  done  with  them. 

Three  of  the  prisoners  are  confined  for  the  crimes  of  murder  and 
rape.  Shall  they  be  delivered  over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State 
in  which  the  crime  was  committed,  or  to  be  tried  here  by  court-martial? 

Several  of  the  prisoners  are  only  accused  of  an  expression  of  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  rebels  without  overt  act  of  treason  against  the  Govern- 
ment. What  course  is  to  be  adopted  as  to  prisoners  of  this  class? 
Shall  they  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution 
of  United  States  or  detained  as  prisoners  of  war? 

Others  are  charged  with  overt  acts  of  treason.  What  shall  be  done 
with  this  class  of  prisoners?  Shall  they  be  handed  over  to  the  Fed- 
eral courts  for  trial  for  treason  or  for  the  present  detained  as  prisoners 
of  war? 

I  would  be  very  glad  if  you  would  inform  me  of  your  conclusions  as 
soon  as  possible  as  prisoners  are  accumulating  very  rapidly  on  our 
hands.    You  will  please  indicate  at  the  bottom  of  the  statement  as  to 
each  prisoner  what  I  shall  do  with  him. 
KespectfuUy,  yours, 

W.  DENNISOISr, 

Governor. 

*  See  also  Scott  to  Burke,  August  12,  1861,  Vol.  I,  this  series,  \>.  641.        t  Not  found. 
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Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  August  14, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  CameroNj  Secretary  of  War. 

SiE:  I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  tlie  case  of  A,  E.  H. 
Kanson,  styling  himself  a  lieutenant  of  the  Army  of  the  Confederate 
States.  This  gentleman  is  one  of  the  prisoners  surrendered  with  the 
command  of  Colonel  Pegrani  to  the  forces  under  ray  command  just 
after  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain,  Va.,  and  subsequently  released  on 
parole.  He  was  the  adjutant  of  Colonel  Pegram's  regiment,  and  on 
acco'mt  of  the  feeble  state  of  the  health  of  that  officer  was  permitted 
by  me  to  accompany  him  to  Fort  McHenry,  to  which  place  he  was 
ordered  pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief.  Mr.  Ran- 
son  was  directed  to  report  to  General  Banks  on  his  arrival  in  Baltimore, 
but  the  general  having  been  removed  from  that  station  he  has  come  to 
this  city,  where  he  now  is. 

Mr.  Ranson's  bearing  and  conduct  since  he  became  a  prisoner  to  our 
arms  have  been  of  the  most  exemplary  character,  and  if  consistent 
with  your  views  1  shall  be  gratified  to*receive  authority  from  you  to 
permit  him  to  return  to  his  home  in  Virginia  via  Fort  Monroe. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resijectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

[IndorsemoDt.] 

War  Department,  August  l'>,  1801. 
Major-General  McClellan,  Commanding: 

The  action  of  the  rebels  in  regard  to  citizens  of  loyal  States  has  been 
such  as  to  prevent  compliance  with  your  request.  Citizens  that  have 
passed  the  lines  on  missions  of  mercy  have  been  thrown  into  prison 
and  unwarrantably  detained.  Until  some  change  is  made  by  the 
rebels  no  privileges  can  be  extended  to  citizens  of  Southern  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  IG,  1861. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore: 

Richard  K.  Meade,  of  Virginia,  late  minister  to  Brazil,  is  expected  to 
arrive  at  Baltimore  soon.    Secure  his  papers,  arrest  and  send  him  to 

Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  17,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  Eamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 

Sir  :  *    »    *    I  have  also  to  inform  you,  in  relation  to  some  letters 

from  Mr.  Howard,  that  the  Department  of  State  sees  no  objection  to 

letters  unsealed  being  received  and  dispatched  by  tlie  prisoners,  or  to 

their  purchasing  such  newspapers  as  may  be  for  sale  in  New  York  City. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

'      '       -^        '  ED.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oerwral. 
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ClIIOULAK.]  HEAUQUAKTEES   AKMT   OF   OCCtlPATION, 

Clarishuuj,  W.  Va.,  August  17, 1861. 
Great  looseness  and  irregularity  prevails  in  the  arrest  and  discharge 
of  prisoners.  Much  care  and  discretion  must  be  exercised  in  the  arrest 
of  persons  merely  suspected,  and  proofs  obtained  if  possible;  but  when 
proofs  exist,  and  particularly  when  taken  with  arms  in  hand  or  with 
evidence  of  intention  or  preparation  to  pursue  other  than  a  perfectly 
peaceable  course  no  prisoner  wbatever  will  be  released,  bnt  as  soon  as 
practicable  he  will  be  forwarded  with  a  full  statement  of  his  case  to 
these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Eosecrans: 

GEO.  L.  HATITSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


MiDDLETOWN,  August  19,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  StalK,  Washington. 
Dear  Sir:  We  wish  to  trouble  you  by  asking  one  question,  viz:  Is 
Adams  Express  of  New  T(:ork  City  allowed  to  transport  letters  to  any 
Southern  State  they  choose?  Such  is  the  case,  however,  and  they 
advertise  boldly  and  make  up  a  very  I'espectable  mail  which  does 
quite  as  well  as  our  former  TJ.  S.  mail.  Considering  the  facility  the 
enemy  has  for  letter  transportation  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they 
know  our  movements  so  well.  We  feel  that  this  kind  of  work  should 
be  stopped.  Not  wishing  to  intrude  upon  your  duties  we  ask  that 
something  may  be  done  to  suppress  such  a  dangerous  conveyance  as 
regarding  letters  and  other  comforts  which  they  receive  by  their  hands, 
of  which  we  think  there  is  ample  proof.  While  we  are  exerting  ourselves 
to  support  the  Government  by  every  means  we  can  they  are  allowed  to 
transport  the  secession  sentiments  from  our  midst  to  any  Southern  State 
they  see  fit,  and  it  is  growing  daily  in  and  about  our  county  villages. 
We  look  upon  you  as  one  who  by  experience  can  devise  a  remedy. 
Truly,  yours, 

SAMUEL  SMITH. 
[And  many  others.) 

A  Union  man  to  the  backbone.     You  will  confer  a  favor  by  answering. 


Headquarters  Departbient  of  Pennsyla'ania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  19,  1801. 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Potomac. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday  last,  the  16th 
instant,  the  pickets  of  the  First  Eegiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteeis 
between  Annapolis  and  the  Junction  captured  2  wagons  loaded  with 
medicines  and  military  goods,  3  horses  and  2  men.  A  third  man  ran 
away  and  could  not  be  overtaken.  I  directed  the  captured  property 
to  be  taken  to  Annapolis  with  the  two  men  and  there  detained.  There 
were  numerous  letters  in  the  carpet  bag  of  one  of  the  two  men.  The 
other  is  a  negro.  The  letters  were  sent  to  me  aiul  I  have  examined 
them.  They  are  either  of  a  domestic  or  commercial  nature  indicating 
secessionist  affinities  in  most  cases  but  contaiTiin^r  no  valuable  informa- 
tion.   Under  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  ICth  instant  the 
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property  seized  is  forfeited  to  the  United  States  there  being  no  doubt 
that  it  was  on  its  way  to  Virginia.  One  of  the  captured  men,  Albert 
Brummel,  No.  351  Lexington  street,  Baltimore,  whose  written  statement 
I  have  admits  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  Potomac  and  that  the 
property  was  to  be  taken  to  Pope's  Creek  (opposite  Mattliias  Point) 
and  thence  sent  across.  He  also  admits  that  some  of  the  purchases 
were  made  for  a  Mr.  Rnskell  who  keeps  a  store  in  Kichmond.  I  directed 
the  boxes  containing  the  property,  seventeen  in  number,  to  be  secured 
in  the  naval  school,  Annapolis.  The  vehicles  are  also  forfeited  by  the 
President's  proclamation  and  are  secured  in  the  same  place.  Will  you 
advise  me  what  to  do  with  the  men  ?  I  directed  their  detention  to 
secure  their  testimony.  1  do  not  see  that  they  have  incurred  any  pen- 
alty though  I  have  no  copy  of  the  act  of  February  28, 1795,  to  which 
the  President's  proclamation  refers. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  19,  1801. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
Colonel:  Tour  letter  of  the  19th  instant*  is  just  received.  We 
have  no  doubt  the  old  city  police  are  busy  stirring  up  disaffection.  I 
shall  arrest  any  one  of  them  who  is  so  engaged  if  I  cau  obtain  the 
proof.  We  sent  a  special  agent  this  morning  to  the  lower  counties  of 
Maryland  to  track  them  if  they  are  there  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of 
things.  In  this  city  they  are  closely  watched.  *  *  *  i  shall  write 
to  Major-General  McClellan,  now  my  immediate  superior,  to  morrow 
in  regard  to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  which  requires  attention. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DlX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Navy  Department,  August  20, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  Ifeiv  York  Harbor. 
Sir  :  The  War  Department  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  such 
prisoners  as  may  come  into  the  possession  of  naval  authorities,  and  lias 
informed  this  Department  that  they  will  be  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke.  I  have  directed  Flag 
Otficer  S.  H.  Stringham  to  send  any  he  may  have  to  you,  and  will  thank 
you  to  take  charge  of  them  accordingly. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  GIDEON  WELLES. 


Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac,  August  20, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Commanding,  &c.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  Major-General  McClellan  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  relating  to  capture  of  men 


*  Not  found. 
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aud  property.  He  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  the  property  will 
of  course  be  confiscated  and  that  the  men  will  be  kept  in  custody. 
Betbre  many  days  some  place  will  be  designated  where  prisoners  ot 
this  description  can  be  sent  for  safe-keeping  until  everything  is  settled. 
When  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  that  persons  are  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy  they  should  be  arrested  even  when  there  is  want 
of  positive  proof  of  their  guilt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUliN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wae  Depaktment,  Washington,  August  ^3, 1861. 
Opekatob  National  Office: 

Do  not  send  any  messages  relative  to  the  arrest  of  any  pers<m  or 
persons  in  this  District  at  any  time  during  the  day.  The  order  is 
imperative. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


No.  136  DuANE  Street,  New^  York,  August  23, 1861. 
Simeon  Draper,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  When  in  England  a  few  weeks  since  two  merchants 
from  Charleston,  S.  C,  both  Northern  men,  and  one  of  them  a  most 
violent  secessionist,  told  me  that  the  British  consul  in  Charleston  would 
sometimes  allow  letters  to  be  dropped  into  his  bag  for  England  for 
them.  The  names  of  these  two  rebel  gentlemen  can  be  had  by  appli- 
cation to  me  from  the  proper  quarter. 
Yours,  truly, 

N.  A.  GAEKETT. 

[  Imlorsoment.] 

This  gentleman  has  been  known  to  me  for  twenty  years,  and  is 
reliable. 

S.  DRAPEK. 


Department  of  State,  Washinnton,  August  24,  ISni. 
Hon.  William  P.  Fessenden,  Portland,  Me. 

Sir:  As  it  is  imi^ortant  and  desirable  that  agents  of  the  insurgents 
who  may  land  at  or  proceed  from  Portland  should  be  arrested  I  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me  of  a  suitable  person  to  employ  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  such  parties.  The  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $50 
a  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  24, 1861. 
Hon.  Zachariah  Chandler,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sir  :  I  will  thank  you  to  recommend  to  me  a  person  to  be  employed 
in  your  city  at  a  compensation  of  $50  a  month  to  detect  and  arrest 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Dki'Artmenx  of  State,  WuKhmyton,  Augmt  21,  18(11. 
Thurlow  Weed,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  ¥. 

Sill :  As  it  is  desirable  and  important  that  agents  of  the  insurgents 
who  may  have  been  abroad  should  be  arrested  when  on  ths  way  to  tlie 
disaffected  region  I  will  thank  yon  to  inform  me  of  a  suitable  person 
at  liouse's  Point  to  employ  there  for  that  purpose.  The  compensation 
would  be  at  the  rate  of  $50  per  month. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  21, 1861. 
HoLLis  White,  Esq.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  It  being  very  desirable  to  employ  a  man  of  prudence  and  fidel- 
ity to  detect  persons  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  who  may  pass  the 
Suspension  Bridge  either  way  you  are  appointed  to  that  office  at  a  com 
pensation  of  $50  a  month.  Please  signify  your  acceptance  or  other- 
wise. It  will  be  your  duty  to  arrest  and  hold  for  orders  from  tliis 
Department  any  person  liable  to  reasonable  suspicion  of  being  in  the 
service  of  the  insurgents,  according  to  your  own  knowledge  or  to  infor- 
mation which  you  may  receive  from  here  or  elsewhere. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  IT.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  August  24,  1861. 
[Lieut.]  Col.  ROMAINE  Lujeane, 

Commanding  Thirty-second  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  submitted  to  the  major- 
general  commanding  who  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  fully  approves 
your  course  in  arresting  a  man  in  Baltimore  who  used  offensive  lan- 
guage toward  your  regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  August  24, 1861. 

Mr.  Robert  Tansill, 

Late  Captain,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Boston,  Mass. 
Sir  :  Your  resignation  as  captain  in  the  Marine  Corps  of  the  United 
States,  tendered  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  May,  1861,  has  been  received. 
By  direction  of  the  President  your  name  has  this  day  been  stricken 
Irom  the  rolls  of  the  Marine  Corps. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  August  24, 1861. 
Capt.  William  L.  Hudson,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir  :  Upon  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  send  under  guard  to  Col. 
Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  Capt.  Robert  Tansill  and 


48  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  of  tbe  Marine  Corps,  and  Midshipmen  Henry 
B.  Claiborne  and  Hilary  Cenas,  all  of  the  frigate  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  GIDEON  WELLES. 


Headqxjaeters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  3(j,  1861. 

Col.  Henry  L.  Scott, 

Innpector-Qeneral,  Commanding,  i&c,  Neiv  Yorlc: 
General  Scott  says  if  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  New  York  calls  on  you  for 
assistance  in  making  arrests  give  it.    Bring  [use"?]  his  name  it  you  have 
to  take  troops  from  the  forts  in  the  harbor. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Mayor's  Office,  Newport,  B.  I.,  August  36, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  several  disloyal 
persons  in  this  city,  some  residents  and  some  summer  visitors,  who  have 
been  and  are  in  communication  with  the  rebels  in  various  secret  ways. 
If  I  can  discover  anything  of  a  reliable  nature  against  any  of  them 
will  you  please  inform  me  what  steps  I  shall  take  to  cause  their  arrest? 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRANSTON, 

Mayor. 


Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton : 

Allow  no  writs  to  be  served  on  you  for  any  of  the  prisoners  under  your 
charge.    Give  the  same  answer*  as  heretofore. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

New  Yor1c,  August  27, 1861. 
Bvt.  Col.  Charles  F.  Smith, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Tenth  Infantry,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  ¥. 
Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  General-in-Chief  to  say  that  you  will  give 
any  aid  in  troops  that  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  soutli- 
ern  district  of  New  York  may  require  of  you  in  making  arrests. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENKY  L.  SCOTT, 

Inspector-  Oeneral. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Hamilton,  August  28, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  from  Lieut.  W.  G  win,  U,  S.  Navy,  Capt. 
Eobert  Tansill  and  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Wilson,  late  of  the  Marine  Corps, 

'See  Scott  to  Burke,  August  2,  1861,  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  636;  also  Seward  to 
Scott,  August  8,  same  volume,  p.  637;  also  Scott  to  Secretary  of  War,  August  13,  and 
its  inclosure,  p.  41,  this  volume. 
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and  Henry  B.  Claiboiue  and  Hilary  B.  Cenas,  late  midshipmen  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy  as  prisoners,  and  they  are  now  coutiiied  in  Fort  Ijafayette 
by  order  of  the  lionorable  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUKKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding, 


Port  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  August  30, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  B.  C. 
Colonel  :  At  tl)e  request  of  Colonel  Burke  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  him  to  day  from  Mr.  Cisco,  assistant 
treasurer.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Lafayette  has  been  warned 
to  be  on  the  alert,  and  a  copy  of  the  inclosed  letter  has  beeti  sent  to  the 
revenue  cutter  lying  in  the  stream  oif  the  fort.  Major  [C.  C]  Sibley, 
Third  Infantry,  has  also  been  notified  to  hold  his  command  in  readiness 
to  repel  any  attempt  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  Mr.  Cisco's  letter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  B.  CLITZ, 
Major  Twelfth  Infantry, 

[Inclosore.] 

Office  U.  S.  Assistant  Teeasueee, 

New  York,  August  30,  1861. 

Col.  Maktin  Btteke,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Sir  :  It  has  been  communicated  to  me  to-day  by  a  gentleman  of  high 
character  and  position  (whose  name  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  give)  that 
preparations  are  making  to  attempt  the  forcible  rescue  of  the  prisoners 
of  state  now  under  your  charge  at  Fort  Lafayette.  This  statement 
coming  from  the  source  that  it  does  strongly  impresses  me  with  belief 
in  its  truth.  I  have  therefore  deemed  it  my  duty  to  immediately  com- 
municate with  you  that  you  may  if  you  deem  it  necessary  strengthen 
yourself  for  any  emergency. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  CISCO, 
U.  8.  Assistant  Treasurer. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  31, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Cranston,  Mayor  of  Newport,  It.  I. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant 
relative  to  supposed  disloyal  persons  in  your  city.  In  reply  I  have  to 
state  that  your  best  course  would  be  to  communicate  with  the  marshal 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Khode  Island  in  regard  to  any 
person  who  in  your  judgment  should  be  arrested  for  the  cause  referred 
to  and  to  request  the  marshal  to  address  this  Department  upon  the  sub- 
ject by  telegraph  or  letter  when  proper  directions  will  be  issued  to  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W,  SBWAED, 

Acting  8ecretary. 
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Office  of  the  Sitpt.  of  the  Metbopolitan  Police, 

Keio  York,  Augunt  ol,  JKCl. 

Hon.  William  II.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  order  to  be  able  to  perform  the  service  you  sometimes  require 
of  iiie  it  will  be  necessary  in  future  to  Lave  the  revenue  department  at 
this  post  instructed  to  allow  my  officers  opportunity  and  some  facilities 
for  boarding  the  incoming  ships,  steamers  especially,  before  tlie  parties 
sought  for  have  time  ta  escape  or  to  transfer  papers,  &c.,  intrusted  to 
their  charge.  In  two  cases  lately  1  have  been  leftised  any  such  aid. 
Ill  one  case  I  applied  in  person  at  the  office  of  the  surveyor  (on  20th 
instant),  the  collector  at  the  time  being  at  Newport,  and  the  surveyor 
also  absent  from  town,  Mr.  Benedict,  the  deputy  surveyor,  acting.  I 
made  a  request  to  allow  two  of  my  detectives  To  go  on  board  of  the  revenue 
steamer  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  best  opportunity  to  arrest  a 
person  expected  on  the  steamer  Edinburg  due  that  day  who  was  sus- 
pected of  being  au  agent  of  the  rebels.  My  request  was  declined.  I 
specially  urged  it  on  the  ground  that  the  person  for  Avhom  I  was  in 
search  was  a  near  relative  to  the  boarding  officer  who  had  charge  of  the 
steamer,  but  without  avail  further  than  to  refer  me  to  this  very  board- 
ing officer.  Being  anxious  to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  person  I  then 
went  to  the  steamer  and  made  the  request  of  Mr.  Lowber,  the  boarding 
officer,  which  he  declined  unless  ordered  to  comply  by  his  superior  offi- 
cer; a  very  proper  position  for  him  to  take.  It  became  necessary  for 
me  then  to  liave  recourse  to  the  quarantine  department,  at  great  incon- 
venience and  loss  of  time,  by  which  I  was  enabled  to  get  my  men  ou 
the  ship  but  not  until  after  the  brother  of  the  person  for  whom  I  Avas 
in  search  had  been  on  board  inquiring  for  his  brother.  He  was  not  ou 
that  ship. 

Another  case  has  since  occurred  presenting  points  which  I  think 
should  not  be  withheld  from  you.  On  the  23d  instant  I  received  a  tele- 
gram from  you  of  that  date  directing  the  arrest  of  Edward  Daley,  of 
South  Carolina,  expected  to  return  shortly  from  Europe.  On  the  27tli 
instant,  by  telegram  from  Sandy  Hook,  I  learned  that  the  steamer  City 
of  Washington  was  on  her  way  up,  and  immediately  tlispatched  two 
officers  to  board  her  and  look  for  Daley.  I  did  not  direct  them  to  apply 
to  the  revenue  department,  but  as  under  the  last  administration  no 
obstruction  to  our  officers  was  offered  they  very  naturally  went  to  the 
Barge  Office  to  obtain  passage  to  the  ship  on  the  revenue  steamer.  The 
report  of  Mr,  Eustace,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  will  show  that  they 
were  so  obstructed  in  their  proceedings  that  Daley  may  have  very 
easily  evaded  them  by  remaining  on  board  the  ship  or  by  landing  at 
Castle  Garden  with  the  second-class  passengers.  I  have  4o  request 
that  my  men  may  be  furnished  Avith  suitable  facilities  for  boarding 
incoming  vessels,  especially  when  they  are  in  the  discharge  of  duty 
imposed  on  them  under  orders  from  the  executive  department. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN. A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

[Inclosnre.] 

New  Yoke,  August  27, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police. 

SiK:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  in  company  with  Officer  Tiemen,  I 
proceeded  with  telegram  from  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of 
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State,  to  arrest  Edward  Daley,  a  captain  in  tbe  rebel  army,  who  is 
expected  liere  every  day  in  sonie  of  the  steamers  from  Europe.  We 
took  also  a  telegram  to  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police, 
auuounciug  to  him  the  arrival  of  the  steam-ship  City  of  "Washington. 
After  making  inquiry  we  learned  that  the  steam-boat  Birbeck,  then  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  Barge  Ofiace,  would  be  the  first  to  take 
off  passengers  from  the  steamer  City  of  Washington,  then  lying  in  the 
harbor.  We  went  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Barge  Office,  showing 
onr  shield  of  office,  and  made  known  our  business  to  him  (Hawley)  to 
get  permission  to  go  on  the  steam-boat  Birbeck.  The  Government 
officer  said  he  had  orders  to  allow  no  person  to  go  on  board  the  steam- 
boat. 1  said  in  reply  that  it  was  a  very  strange  order  to  prevent  officers 
from  going  on  board  the  boat  with  dispatches  from  Secretary  of  State 
and  superintendent  of  police.  The  Government  officer  sent  a  messenger 
to  the  surveyor  of  the  port,  also  the  dispatches  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  superintendent  of  police,  to  know  whether  we  would  be  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board  the  Birbeck.  The  messenger  returned  with 
orders  from  the  surveyor  saying  that  we  could  not  have  permission  to 
go  on  board  the  Birbeck,  a  boat  then  leaving  to  take  the  passengers  off 
the  City  of  Washington.  We  then  waited  until  the  steam-boat  Bir- 
beck returned  tlie  piisseiigers,  but  said  Daley  was  not  among  them. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

JAS.  EUSTACE. 


Fort  Hamilton,  Neic  Yorl;  Harbor,  September  1,  1861, 

Col.  E,  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City,  D.  C: 
When  1  received  the  assistant  treasurer's  note  of  which  I  requested 
Major  Clitz  to  send  you  a  copy  yesterday  1  sent  Lieutenant  Lay,  my 
officer  of  the  day,  over  to  Fort  Lafayette  to  see  Lieutenant  Wood,  the 
officer  commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  and  to  show  him  the  papers  and  to 
send  a  copy  to  the  captain  of  the  cutter  near  by.  (The  captain  of  the 
cutter  is  a  very  clever  officer.)  Lieutenant  Wood  sent  me  back  word 
that  I  would  find  the  prisoners  all  there.  1  presume  he  meant' in  Tur- 
kish fashion  that  they  would  be  there  dead  or  alive,  I  know  not.  I 
think  the  answer  will  please  General  Scott.  In  connection  with  this 
matter  I  would  recommend  this  officer.  Lieutenant  Wood,  to  be  imme- 
diately promoted  to  the  grade  of  captain.  If  I  had  the  infiuence  with 
the  President  I  would  make  a  major  of  him  at  once.  Lieutenant  Wood's 
conduct  has  been  uniformly  kind  and  consistent  to  the  prisoners.  But 
under  no  combination  of  circumstances  will  it  be  proper  to  relieve  Lieu- 
tenant Wood  from  the  command  of  Fort  Lafayette,  as  in  the  large 
range  of  my  acquaintance  I  do  not  know  an  officer  as  well  fitted  to  per- 
form the  delicate  and  stern  duties  of  that  post  as  Lieutenant  Wood. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S,  Army,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  a,  18(S1. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  Mr.  John  A.  Kennedy,  the  superintendent  of  police  at  New 
York,  who  has  instructions  to  arrest  persons  in  the  employment  of 
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insurgents  wLo  may  arrive  there,  especially  in  the  steamers  from 
Europe,  represents  that  tlie  custom-house  authorities  have  recently 
iu  several  instances  refused  the  necessary  facilities  for  that  purpose. 
As  it  is  obviously  impracticable  for  Mr.  Kennedy  efficiently  to  discharge 
that  duty  without  the  cordial  co-operation  of  those  a,uthorities  I  will 
thank  you  to  give  such  directions  to  the  collector  of  the  customs  at 
New  York  as  may  tend  for  the  future  to  obviate  any  similar  cause  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Kennedy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAKD. 


State  Department,  Washington,  September  2, 1861. 
William  H.  Baesb,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sib:  This  Department  has  occasion  for  the  services  of  a  discreet 
and  active  man  at  Detroit  to  detect  and  arrest  disloyal  persons,  espe- 
cially those  who  may  be  agents  of  the  insurrectionary  States.  You 
are  accordingly  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a  compensation  of  $50  a 
month.  You  will  be  particularly  on  the  watch  for  such  persons  who 
may  pass  into  or  from  Canada  on  their  way  to  or  from  Europe.  In 
case  any  well-founded  suspicion  should  be  entertained  against  any 
such  person  you  will  arrest  him,  secure  his  papers  and  give  immediate 
notice  by  telegraph  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAED. 
(Same  to  John  C.  Miller,  Chicago.) 


Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  September  2,  1861. 
Lieutenant-General  Scott, 

General-in-Chief,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D,  0, 
General:  Flag  Officer  Stringham  wishes  to  deliver  to  me  (578  pris- 
oners of  war.  There  is  capacity  iu  Fort  Lafayette  for  about  fifty 
prisoners.  There  are  forty-eight  there  now.  Lieutenant  Wood  says 
he  can  fit  up  the  gun  galleries  and  receive  100  more,  but  in  doing  so 
the  fort  so  far  as  its  armament  is  concerned  will  be  perfectly  defense- 
less, and  1  therefore  strongly  object  to  receiving  any  of  the  Minnesota 
prisoners.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  Fort  Independence,  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  be  assigned  to  the  prisoners. 

The  commodore  is  lying  oil"  the  fort  awaiting  instructions.     Please 
answer  at  once. 

MARTIN  BUKKE, 
JAeutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  3, 1861. 
The  Right  Rev.  John  Hughes,  Archbishop  of  New  York. 

Sir:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  superintend- 
ent of  police  at  New  York  and  of  the  affidavits  to  which  it  refers  rela- 
tive to  the  Rev.  M.  M.  Hallinan,  represented  to  be  a  priest  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  If  the  represeutations  in  these  jiapers  are 
correct,  it  is  presumed  that  you  will  agree  with  nie  that  the  reverend 
gentleman  merits  at  least  admonition  from  his  clerical  superiors. 
I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED, 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  53 

[Inclosiire.] 

Nkw  Yokk,  September  1,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  Last  night  a  man  wlio  at  the  time  called  himself  J.  Storer,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  but  who  afterward  proved  to  be  Eev.  M.  M,  Hallinan, 
now  of  Salem,  Mass.,  but  formerly  was  at  the  college  at  Georgetown, 
D.  (J.,  in  some  capacity,  was  arrested  for  endeavoring  to  induce  a 
soldier  in  the  IJ.  S.  service  to  go  over  to  the  enemy,  as  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  affidavits.*  He  is  a  young  man  of  about  thirty  years  of 
age,  Irish  by  birth,  and  has  some  reputation  as  a  lecturer.  At  the 
time  of  his  arrest  he  was  very  much  under  the  influence  of  drink,  and 
this  morning  presents  the  a])pearance  of  a  man  accustomed  to  such 
indulgence.  On  his  person  was  found  $1,119.  A  very  large  sum  to 
be  in  the  possession  of  a  priest.  But  on  taking  possession  of  his  bag- 
gage nothing  was  found  to  implicate  him  in  any  way  whatever  with 
the  rebels,  his  papers  consisting  of  skeleton  sermons,  lectures,  poetic 
effusions  and  amatory  letters.  Of  the  latter  there  are  quite  a  large 
number.  On  his  person  besides  the  money  and  a  few  unimportant 
papers  was  the  inclosed  letter*  addressed  W.  L.  Beaumont,  Boston, 
Mass.  ^Notwithstanding  the  strength  of  the  affidavits  I  send  I  am 
inclined  to  regard  him  as  inoffensive.  He  is  undoubtedly  very  much 
debauched  by  intercourse  with  women  and  indulgence  in  drink.  And 
his  visit  to  Philadelphia  seems  to  have  been  made  in  consequence  of 
having  received  the  Beaumont  letter,  which  I  have  no  doubt  is  another 
assumed  name  for  himself.  In  his  trunk  I  found  a  large  number  of 
newspaper  clips;  some  are  signed  M.  M.  H.,  others  Beaumont,  others 
B.  These  are  no  doubt  effusions  of  his  own  that  he  has  collected.  And 
I  think  in  the  erased  signature  I  can  trace  the  word  Donna,  one  of  his 
most  devoted  correspondents,  whose  letters  and  scraps  he  has  saved 
to  the  number  of  over  fifty.  If  1  am  right,  this  is  a  love  threat,  noth- 
ing more;  but  if  not,  it  may  in  some  way  be  connected  with  his 
conduct  with  Fabre  yesterday.  He  arrived  in  this  city  on  Tuesday, 
27th  instant,  and  took  a  room  at  the  hotel  in  Fourth  avenue;  left  that 
evening  for  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  until  2  p.  m.  of  Friday, 
when  he  returned  on  the  same  train  with  Fabre,  and  then  went  back 
to  the  same  hotel.  The  postmark  on  the  Beaumont  letter  is  August  24, 
and  he  would  seem  to  have  obeyed  the  summons  immediately.  The  Doc- 
tor Fitzgerald  whom  he  involves  with'  himself  has  command  of  a  com- 
pany in  Col.  F.  Webster's  regiment,  and  is  now  in  the  field.  I  think  it 
well  that  Colonel  Webster  should  be  apprised  of  the  suspicion  resting 
on  him  by  the  act  of  this  drunken  priest.  If  the  doctor  is  sound  it 
will  do  no  harm;  if  not  he  had  better  be  on  guard.  Fabre  tells  me 
that  the  doctor  was  to  join  the  enemy  before  he  could  be  exi)ected  to 
get  around  to  them,  and  this  note  was  for  use  when  he  met  him  on  the 
other  side.  I  have  to  request  that  proper  notice  be  taken  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  private,  Fabre.  He  has  managed  the  matter  in  a  very 
adroit  manner,  and  seems  to  have  been  influenced  alone  by  a  desire 
to  detect  and  expose  the  business  of  seducing  our  men  from  their 
allegiance. 

liespectfuUy,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

'  Not  foiiud. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  3, 1861. 

Flamen  Ball,  Esq.,  .     . 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Ohio,  Gtnctnnati. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  to  tbe  President  from  J.  H.  Edwards 
who  professes  to  be  a  member  of  the  society  calling  itselt  "  Knights  ot 
the  Golden  Circle,"  and  offering  to  disclose  its  secrets  to  the  (rovern- 
ment.  We  have  had  disclosures  from  other  similar  persons  which  have 
hitherto  proved  of  little  or  no  value.  You  may,  however,  request  this 
person  to  call  on  you,  and  if  he  has  anything  of  importance  to  com- 
municate you  may  pay  him  for  it  according  to  its  value— not  to  exceed 
$10(),  and  may  draw  on  this  Department  for  the  amount  at  sight. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  „^^„  ,  -r,^ 

'        '  WILLIAM  fl.  SEWARD. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal, 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  September  3,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  To  prevent  a  greater  calamity  I  have  taten  it  upon  myself  to 
interdict  and  entirely  prohibit  the  sale  and  circulation  of  the  New  York 
Daily  News  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  it  being  quite  evident  to  me 
that  our  citizens  as  a  body  do  not  desire  its  circulation  nor  will  they 
longer  allow  it. 

Will  yon  please  telegraph  me  on  receipt  of  this  if  mj'  course  is 
approved,  as  I  wish  to  stop  the  circulatiou  of  this  detestable  sheet 
thron!>hoHt  the  whole  of  our  State? 

DAVID  H.  CAEE, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


War  Department,  Washington,  September  3,  1861. 
David  II.  Carr,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  Haven,  Conn. : 
Your  course  with  regard  to  the  Daily  News  is  approved. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


State  House,  Boston,  September  3, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward: 

Is  your  consul  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  thoroughly  loyal?  Eour 
vessels  from  North  Carolina  have  recently  arrived  there  loaded  with 
naval  stores  and  are  now  loading  with  contraband  goods. 

HENRY  WILSON. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  3,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  Huger, 

Commanding  Forces,  Norfolk : 
I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  this  date  with  "  tweuty- 
flve  persons  just  arrived    from  Richmond,   who  were  captured   on 
unarmed  vessels  and  are  not  considered  prisoners."    By  the  return  flag 

*Not  fOTlllfl. 
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1  send  to  yonr  care  the  Kight  lievereiid  Oatliolic  Bishop  Verot,  of 
Georgia,  accouipauied  by  his  priest  and  deacon  and  tliree  young  persons, 
also  Miss  Jones,  of  Virginia. 
I  am,  with  the  most  respectful  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Washington,  September  :',  isiil. 
George  A.  Oofpey,  U.  S.  Attorney,  Philadelphia,  I'a. 

Sir  :  You  are  liereby  authorized  to  cause  the  seizure  of  the  Eegister, 
at  Norristowu,  and  the  Carbon  Democrat,  at  Maiich  Chunk,  if  in  your 
opinion  there  is  sufficient  ground  for  i)roceeding  against  them  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  6th  of  August,  1801. 
^"ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMEltON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  0,  ISdU 
William  Dunk,  Esq., 

MechanicsviUc,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y. 
Sir:  You  are  appointed  a  coutideutial  agent  of  this  Department  at 
Kouse's  Point.  Y'our  comi)ensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $50  a  month. 
Your  duty  will  be  to  examine  the  passengers  who  pass  the  point  either 
way,  and  if  you  should  haA'e  good  reason  to  suspect  any  of  them  to  be 
in  tiie  service  of  the  insurrectionary  States  you  will  cause  them  to  be 
arrested  and  promirtly  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  informing  tiiis 
Department  by  telegraph  in  order  that  Colonel  Burke  may  be  requested 
to  receive  them. 

I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAUD. 


proclamation. 

Pauucah,  September  0,  ISHl. 
To  the  Citizens  op  rAuuoAii: 

I  have  come  among  you  not  as  an  enemy,  but  as  your  friend  and  fel- 
low-citizen ;  not  to  injure  or  annoy  you,  but  to  respect  the  rights  and  to 
defend  and  enforce  the  rights  of  all  loyal  citizens.  An  enemy  in  rebel- 
lion againstour  common  Government  has  taken  possession  of  and  planted 
its  guns  upon  the  soil  of  Kentucky  and  lired  upon  our  flag.  Hickman 
and  Columbus  are  in  his  hands.  He  is  moving  upon  your  city.  I  a:m 
here  to  defend  you  against  this  enemy  and  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
authority  and  sovereignty  of  your  Government  and  nunc.  I  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  opinions.  I  shall  deal  only  with  armed  rebellion  and  its 
aiders  and  abettors.  You  can  ijursue  your  usual  avocations  without 
fear  or  hindrance.  The  strong  arm  of  the  Government  is  here  to  protect 
its  friends  and  to  punish  only  its  enemies.  Whenever  it  is  manifest 
that  you  are  able  to  defend  yourselves,  to  maintain  the  authority  of  your 
Government,  and  protect  the  rights  of  all  its  loyal  citizens,  I  shall 
withdraw  the  forces  under  niy  conniiand  from  your  city. 

U.  S.  GliANT, 
Brigadier-  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
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Orders,  )  Headquarters  U.  S.  Tegops, 

So.  82.    )  Key  West,  Fla.,  September  6,  1861. 

1.  Within  ten  days  from  this  date  all  male  citizens  of  the  island  of 
Key  West  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  will  send  their  names 
to  these  headquarters  to  be  registered. 

2.  Within  thirty  days  from  this  date  all  the  citizens  of  this  island 
are  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

3.  At  the  termination  of  sixty  days  all  citizens  of  this  island  who 
have  failed  and  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  will  be  removed  from  Key  West.  This  will  also  apply  to  their 
fiimilies  and  the  families  of  those  who  have  left  the  island  to  join  the 

Confederate  States.  _„ 

WM.  H.  FEENCH, 
Brevet  Major,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


Deer  Greek,  Pickaway  County,  Ohio, 

September  7, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  clipping  from  Circleville 
Watchman,  an  incendiary  sheet  published  at  Circleville,  Pickaway 
County,  Ohio.  Such  should  not  be  tolerated  in  our  midst,  and  know 
of  no  other  lawful  means  to  stop  such  sheets  from  circulating  among  us 
than  by  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HILL, 
Postmaster,  Deer  Greek,  Pickaway  County,  Ohio. 

[Inolosnre — Editorial  extract*  from  Ciroloville  Watchman.] 

The  nameless  boobies  who  write  editorials  for  the  Cincinnati  Com- 
mercial are  very  profuse  in  the  use  of  the  word  "tory."  All  who  do 
not  shout  hosannas  to  Abe  Lincoln  and  indorse  his  unconstitutional 
and  unholy  war  upon  the  people  of  the  South  are  denounced  as  tories. 
These  contemptible  jobbernowls  who  blather  about  tories  do  not  know 
the  definition  of  the  word.  Mr,  Webster  says  it  is  an  Irish  word  "the 
name  given  to  an  adherent  to  the  ancient  constitution  of  England  and 
to  the  ecclesiastical  hierarchy."  In  England  the  Tories  formed  a  party 
in  favor  of  a  strong  government  of  more  arbitrary  principles  than  were 
advocated  by  the  party  called  Whig.  In  America  during  the  revolu- 
tion those  who  favored  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  and  justified  the 
Government  in  all  its  usurpations  under  the  pretense  of  enforcing  the 
laws,  just  as  the  abolitionists  are  doing  now,  were  called  tories.  Those 
who  refused  to  sustain  a  government  which  was  administered  by 
tyrants  for  the  oppression  of  the  people  were  called  rebels.  The  Avord 
"tory"  cannot  be  found  in  the  Constitution  or  any  of  the  statutes  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  applied  to  the  men  who  oppose  this  damnable 
abolition  war  and  the  unconstitutional  and  outrageous  acts  of  a  would- 
be  military  despotism  which  have  destroyed  this  Union  it  has  just  as 
much  meaning  and  sense  as  we  generally  find  in  the  fanatical  cant  of 
such  blockheads  and  filthy  blackguards  as  preside  over  the  columns  of 
the  Cincinnati  Commercial  and  other  treasonable  abolition  sheets. 


*  There  were  other  extracts  inclosed,  ouly  cue  of  which  is  printed  as  a  fair  sample 
t.hft  tnnft  n(  the  whole. — Oompilkr.  " 


of  the  tone  of  the  whole.— Comi'iusk, 
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New  York,  September  9,  1861. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State.] 

My  Dear  Governor  :  I  received  in  due  course  your  letter  of  the 
3d  instaut  together  with  a  copy  of  the  document  from  the  superinteud- 
ent  of  police  iu  regard  to  Kev.  Mr.  Hallinan. 

This  is  an  unfortunate,  fallen  and  degraded  priest;  an  outcast  in  fact 
unrecognized  by  any  authority  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  fell  into 
bad  company,  and  bad  as  he  is  I  think  the  man  Fabre  is  still  worse. 
Mr.  Kennedy  and  his  next  adviser,  Inspector  Leonard,  had  been  with 
me  not  more  than  half  an  hour  before  your  communication  was  received. 

The  antecedents  of  Hallinan  were  proved  to  have  been  disreputable, 
but  not  at  all  iu  any  connection  with  the  complaint  of  Fabre.  I  told 
Mr.  Kennedy  that  I  thought  he  should  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for 
ninety-seven  years  and  four  months,  but  he  said  that  you  had  signified 
to  him  that  Hallinan  might  be  discharged. 

You  suggest  at  the  end  of  your  letter  that  this  man  merits  admoni- 
tion from  his  clerical  superiors.  Alas,  he  has  no  clerical  superiors  in 
the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  an  outcast,  and  when  he  offends  against 
the  laws  of  the  country,  especially  iu  this  city,  Mr.  Kennedy  is  or 
ought  to  be  his  superior. 

I  remain,  as  ever,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN, 
Archbishop  of  New  York. 

P.  S. — Doctor  Fitzgerald,  captain  of  Company  F,  of  Salem,  should  in 
my  opinion  be  inquired  into  as  the  friend  of  Hallinan. 

J  [OHN], 
Archbishop. 


Office  of  the  Breckinridge  Coal  and  Oil  Company, 

Cloverport,  Ky.,  September  9, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  learned  that  a  man  was  in  this  place  yesterday, 
a  member  of  a  large  mercantile  firm  in  Louisville.  His  object  here 
was  to  try  and  arrange  with  the  merchants  here  to  receive  goods  from 
their  firm  and  forward  them  on  to  Tennessee  by  teams,  they  to  receive 
a  portion  of  the  profits,  the  firm  in  Louisville  to  ship  the  goods  to 
the  merchants  here  as  having  been  sold  them  for  their  trade  here.  This 
man  said  he  had  already  sent  on  to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  smug- 
gled, as  he  termed  it,  by  shipping  the  goods  down  the  river  in  the  way 
here  proposed,  over  $200,000  worth,  and  when  it  was  suggested  that 
the  pay  in  Southern  scrip  was  not  good,  he  replied  that  they  were  so 
anxious  to  get  the  goods  that  they  would  pay  in  specie  (gold  and  silver), 
and  tha  i  he  had  had  no  other  pay  oftered  him.  He  also  said  the  steamer 
John  Gault  that  passed  here  the  day  before  had  on  $30,000  worth  of 
goods  to  be  landed  at  Owensborough,  and  to  be  sent  from  there  to  mer- 
chants in  Russellville,  goods  that  their  firm  had  shipped  to  merchants 
there  ostensibly  for  their  trade.  I  did  not  learn  the  name  of  the  said 
Louisville  firm,'  as  it  was  communicated  to  me  in  such  a  way  that  I  did 
not  like  to  be  inquisitive,  but  I  can  find  out  the  name  of  the  firm  if 
desired.  There  is  no  question  but  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
goods,  provisions,  &c.,  finding  their  way  to  the  Confederate  Army  by 
beiug  shipped  down  the  Ohio  from  Louisville  and  Cincinnati.    The 
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company  that  has  been  enlisting  here  and  in  tliis  vicinity  for  tlie  Con- 
federate Army  (about  100)  expect  to  leave  here  next  Tuesday.  Let  my 
communication  be  confidential  so  far  as  exposing  my  name. 

Eespectfully,  ^^^    CUETISS, 

Crtica,  K.  Y. 


Headquaktebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  9,  1861. 

Capt.  A.  A.  Gibson,  Commanding  Fort  Delaware. 

Captain:  Please  read  and  return  the  inclosed  papers.*  Put  a  stop 
at  once  to  the  visits  of  pleasure  parties  to  the  fort.  The  utmost  cau- 
tion should  be  practiced  in  regard  to  visits  to  prisoners.  We  have  lost 
one  of  onr  most  important  ones  within  a  few  days  and  have  no  doubt 
Lis  escape  was  facilitated  by  communications  between  him  and  bis 
friends  admitted  to  his  room. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Comman ding. 


Department  ok  State,  Washington,  September  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  Postmaster- General. 

Sir:  I  am  apprised  by  J.  A.  Kennedy,  the  superintendent  of  police 
at  Xew  York,  that  letters  for  the  South  are  sent  both  by  post  and  by 
express  under  cover  to  William  A.  Richardson,  Louisville,  Ky.  Mr. 
Kennedy's  suggestion  that  it  may  be  advisable  to  have  all  such  sent 
here  for  examination  which  may  be  received  in  New  York  or  Louisville 
is  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  10,  1861. 
Col.  E.  C.  Hawkins, 

Gomdg.  Ninth  New  York  Vols,  and  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  G. 
Sir:  *  *  *  It  is  reported  to  me  that  some  of  the  troops  who 
landed  at  the  inlet  committed  depredations  on  the  inhabitants.  You 
can  assure  the  inhabitants  that  I  will  not  only  punish  the  offenders  but 
will  see  justice  done  them  at  least  to  the  amount  taken  from  them,  which 
was  yesterday  ordered  if  it  could  be  found  to  be  restored  to  them. 

I  hope  you  will  forewarn  all  who  may  be  guilty  of  such  infamous 
practices  for  the  severest  punishment  awaits  such  conduct. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  Pitt  Fessenden,  Portland,  Me. 

Sir:  I  send  appointment  and  instructions  in  blank.    You  will  please 
insert  the  name  and  inform  me  who  is  appointed.    Passports  for  the 

*  Not  fouud. 
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agent  are  sent  to  your  care.  I  thank  you  for  tbe  explanation  iu  the 
case  of  Elliot,*  &c.  It  seemed  unintelligible,  and  I  confess  I  was  sur- 
prised at  being  asked  for  instructions  in  a  case  where  every  part  of  the 
affair  was  with  the  local  authorities.  It  is  enough  to  have  to  deal  with 
judicial  persons  here  in  the  debatable  ground.  I  don't  want  to  be 
drawn  into  disputes  with  thein  in  the  loyal  States.  1  will  confide  iu 
the  marshal. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Post-Office  Dkpartmbnt,  Finance  Office, 

/September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cajvieeon,  Secretary  of  War. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  inspection  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  at  the  Dead-Letter  OfBce  which  was  written 
by  Arnold  Harris t  at  Eichmond,  Va.,  August  20,  1861.,  and  addressed 
to  Dr.  Thomas  Miller,  of  this  city. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  ZBVELY, 
Third  ylssistant  Fostmaster-General. 

[Inclosnre.'l 

Richmond,  Augunt  ^0, 18G1. 
Dr.  Thomas  Milleb. 

Dear  Doctor:  I  wrote  you  last  week  hoping  it  might  reach  you, 
but  perhaps  did  not,  and  I  having  another  chance  will  write  another 
short  one.  We  are  still  in  jail  and  our  case  still  undecided  though 
looking  a  little  better,  but  as  long  as  the  North  continue  to  act  as  they 
do  and  talk  as  Thurlow  Weed  talks  there  is  very  little  chance  for 
prisoners  here  being  released  or  put  on  parole.  My  health  is  not  good. 
Doctor  Garnett  attends  to  me  and  perhaps  may  get  me  removed  to 
more  comfortable  quarters. 

I  wrote  you  to  see  Mrs.  Lewis  and  have  my  trunk  packed  and  try  to 
send  it  to  me  here  by  Adams  Express.  If  it  has  not  gone  yet  and  the 
company  cannot  send  it  to  me  here  let  them  send  it  to  Captain  Buibrd, 
Versailles,  Ky.,  where  my  family  are  and  where  they  will  probably 
remain  until  times  are  more  settled.  At  all  events  we  do  not  expect  to 
be  in  Washington  until  the  war  is  over,  which  strange  as  you  may 
think  it  will  not  be  long.  The  Federals  will  be  cleaned  out  of  Missouri 
and  Virginia  in  less  than  two  weeks  and  the  turn  of  Maryland  comes 
next  and  will  not  be  far  behind.  The  South  is  in  earnest  and  will  con- 
quer or  die.  They  will  conquer  to  a  certainty.  I  wish  when  you  see 
Mrs.  Lewis  you  would  say  to  her  that  if  she  sees  that  young  sailor  boy, 
my  nephew,  to  tell  him  to  resign  his  present  place  and  if  he  cau  to  come 
to  me.  I  an\  going  into  business  if  my  health  will  allow  and  can  pro- 
vide him  a  good  place.  Moreover  I  don't  like  the  place  or  business  he 
is  in.  I  inclose  you  a  check  for  $100,  payable  to  your  order.  LMease 
pay  my  bill  at  Kirkwood's  and  Mrs.  Lewis'  and  also  some  to  Kidwell 
and  credit  me  with  the  balance.  You  may  have  had  to  pay  in  advance 
for  my  trunk.  -* 

If  possible  let  me  hear  from  you.  Direct  care  of  Bev.  Tucker.  Kind 
regards  to  all  friends,  particularly  to  the  Kirkwoods,  Mrs.  Lewis  and 

*  See  case  of  Elliot,  p.  688. 

t  For  case  of  Arnold  Harris,  see  Confederate  political  arrests,  p.  1515. 
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her  two  cliildren.  Tell  them  if  they  could  only  come  and  talk  to  me  1 
would  not  be  so  lonesome;  however,  Mr.  Magraw  talks  pretty  well  and 
we  are  quite  comfortable.  -      ., 

Adams  &  Co.  can  forward  letters.  1  heard  yesterday  from  my  family, 
the  first  since  I  have  been  here.  They  were  all  well  or  tolerably  so. 
I  wish  Old  Abe  could  hear  some  of  his  poor  prisoners  talk.  I  think 
the  reason  he  don't  ask  for  an  exchange  is  that  he  is  afraid  to  let  them 
come  back  after  the  treatment  they  have  received  from  the  United 
States  Government.  Poor  fellows!  duped  into  a  war  they  did  not 
understand  and  left  to  pine  away  in  prison.  The  day  of  retribution 
must  come  before  long.  If  the  Eobespierre  policy  of  Thurlow  Weed 
is  to  prevail  there  are  about  2,000  in  this  city,  poor,  Innocent  victims 
will  stretch  hemp  instantly. 


Yours,  very  truly. 


AKNOLD  HAREIS. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  Marshal, 
N'etv  Haven,  Conn.,  September  11,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order*  I  have  stopped  the  sale,  keeping 
for  sale  or  circulation  of  that  damnable  secession  sheet  the  New  York 
Daily  News  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

The  order  has  been  well  obeyed  with  one  exception.  There  is  on  the 
Naugatuck  Eailroad  a  newspaper  traveling  agent  by  the  name  of 
George  A.  Hubbell,t  a  noisy  secessionist,  in  a  spot  where  he  is  doing 
great  mischief  by  his  treasonable  talk,  and  also  by  his  disobedience  of 
this  wholesome  order  of  our  Government  which  has  given  so  much 
satisfaction  to  our  truly  loyal  men  all  over  the  State.  He  has  violated 
the  order  and  1  have  written  evidence  from  respectable  citizens  that  he 
has  made  his  brags  of  it,  and  says  he  will  repeat  it  in  spite  of  me. 
I  have  no  power  or  authority  to  arrest  him  by  any  law  know^n  to  me, 
and  still  I  have  sent  him  word  that  I  will  do  so  if  he  i^ersisted  in  his 
course.  Now  all  I  want  is  an  order  from  yourself  or  Mr.  Seward  to 
arrest  and  take  him  to  some  of  the  forts  in  New  York.  Such  an  order 
would  be  put  in  force  instanter,  and  would  in  my  opinion  do  more  good 
than  any  order  that  has  yet  been  issued  from  the  Government  to  be 
executed  in  this  State,  unless  it  was  for  the  arrest  of  Ellis  B.  Schnabel| 
of  your  State,  which  I  am  most  happy  to  add  pleased  everybody. 

Will  you  please  favor  me  with  a  telegraphic  reply  as  soon  as  possible 
and  grant  this  most  proper  request,  and  oblige  many  loyal  citizens  of 
Connecticut  as  well  as  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  H.  OAER, 

Z7.  S.  Marshal. 


Fort  Clark,  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C,  September  11, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  reception  of  your  favor  of  the 
lOtli,  the  contents  of  which  have  been  carSfully  noted;  also  the  orders 
forwarded  by  Captain  Taylor.    For  my  answer,  in  part,  I  would  refer 

*  Not.  found. 

f  Sec  memoranda  of  Hubbell'a  arrest,  p.  302. 

t  See  case  of  Schualiel,  post. 
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you  to  my  inclosed  report  of  the  7th  which  should  have  been  trans- 
mitted by  the  steamer  George  Peabody. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  you  the  continued  strength- 
ening of  my  belief  in  the  loyalty  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  who  inhabit 
the  counties  bordering  on  the  Pamlico  Sound.  The  sincerity  of  the 
people  who  live  upon  the  strip  of  land  running  from  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
Oregon  Inlet  is  not  to  be  doubted ;  they  have  all  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, which  you  will  perceive  is  a  strong  one,  and  have  shown  every 
disposition  to  assist  me  in  every  manner  possible,  such  as  furnishing 
me  with  supplies,  giving  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy, 
&c.  I  have  sent  three  of  the  most  intelligent  of  their  number  to  the 
other  side  of  the  sound  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  inhabitants  of 
the  real  intentions  of  the  Federal  Army  and  ascertaining  what  the  real 
feeling  is  among  the  people. 

My  belief  is  that  troops  could  be  raised  here  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
pressing rebellion  in  North  Carolina  upon  the  assurance  that  they 
would  not  be  called  on  to  go  out  of  the  State.  I  have  been  unable  to 
secure  any  considerable  amount  of  property  plundered  from  the  inhab- 
itants. That  which  1  have  been  able  to  get  hold  of  has  been  returned. 
I  presume  that  $5,000  will  pay  for  all  the  property  taken,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Government  make  provision  for  paying  it  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  people  iipon  this  strip  of  land  have  been  peculiarly  situated. 
Since  the  secession  of  this  State  their  meaus  of  subsistence  have  been 
completely  taken  away  from  them,  and  now  they  are  mostly  without 
food  or  clothing,  and  in  the  winter,  unless  something  can  be  done 
before,  there  will  be  great  suffering  among  them.  Cannot  the  Govern- 
ment send  them  flour,  meat,  cloth  for  clothing  and  some  shoes'?  Each 
dollar  spent  in  such  acts  of  charity  would  bring  scores  of  friends  over 
the  whole  South. 

I  am,  most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUSH  C.  HAWKINS, 
Colonel  Ninth  Regiment  N.  T.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Claek,  Hatteras  Inlet,  N.  C,  September  7, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Gommanding  Department  of  Virginia,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 

Sir:  *  *  *  During  the  afternoon  of  the  30th  a  delegation  on 
behalf  of  the  citizens  of  this  island  waited  upon  me  and  placed  in  my 
hands  a  paper,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed  and  marked  A.  In 
answer  to  this  communication  I  requested  that  as  many  of  the  citizens 
as  could  should  meet  me  the  next  day  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  terms 
by  which  they  might  be  permitted  to  remain  here.  Agreeably  to  my 
request  about  thirty  came  to  see  me,  and  the  terms  contained  in  an 
oath,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed  and  marked  B,  were  agreed 
upon.  On  my  part  I  have  agreed  verbally  to  give  them  all  the  neces- 
sary protection  against  the  vigilance  committees  which  infest  all  parts 
of  the  State  and  are  organized  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  Union 
sentiments  and  pressing  men  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  Army 
and  to  attord  them  such  other  protection  as  may  appear  necessary.  Two 
hundred  and  fifty  have  taken  the  oath  and  they  are  still  coming  in. 

I  am  informed  by  some  of  these  people  that  secret  Union  meetings 
have  been  held  in  several  of  the  counties  bordering  on  the  Pamlico 
Sound,  and  that  they  would  openly  avow  themselves  true  to  the  United 
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States  Government  if  they  were  STire  that  they  would  be  protected 
against  the  violence  of  the  secessionists.  It  is  also  thought  that  a 
Union  convention  would  be  called  at  once,  and  that  these  counties 
would  vote  themselves  back  into  the  Union  and  take  up  arms  to  defend 
themselves  if  necessary. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts  I  would  suggest  that  a  force  of  at  least 
1,000  men  be  scattered  through  one  or  two  of  the  counties  whicb  are 
supposed  to  be  Union  in  their  sentiment:  that  the  people  call  their  con- 
vention and  vote  and  that  the  U.  S.  forces  at  hand  afford  them  such 
protection  as  may  be  necessary.  Could  this  be  done  now  I  have  ]io 
doubt  that  one-third  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  would  be  back  in 
the  Union  within  two  weeks. 

I  am  over-anxious  that  these  suggestions  should  be  acted  upon  at 
once  and  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  work  which  I  have 
commenced.  These  people  who  look  to  me  for  protection  I  have  already 
taken  a  very  deep  interest  in ;  I  sympathize  with  them  in  their  misfor- 
tunes and  would  do  anything  for  them  in  my  power.  I  fear  that  if  I 
am  superseded  the  jyomises  I  have  made  will  not  be  carried  out  and 
that  the  measures  I  have  commenced  will  fall  to  the  ground. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  to  you  that  the  conduct  of  the  men 
and  some  of  the  officers  of  the  Twentieth  Eegiment  New  York  Volun- 
teers has  been  that  of  vandals.  They  have  plundered  and  destroyed. 
The  first  night  they  were  on  shore  they  visited  one  of  the  encampments 
which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  I  am  informed  that  this 
party  was  irtider  the  charge  of  three  or  four  commissioned  officers;  that 
they  first  commenced  breaking  open  trunks  left  behind  by  the  officers 
and  men  who  had  abandoned  the  camp.  After  they  had  broken  all  the 
trunks  and  boxes  open  and  partly  destroyed  what  they  did  not  want 
or  could  not  carry  away,  they  then  set  fire  to  the  buildings  and  every- 
thing excejit  a  few  tents  was  consumed.  After  this  they  went  to  Fort 
Clark  where  they  had  a  repetition  of  the  above.  By  these  two  trans- 
actions the  United  States  has  lost  a  large  amount  of  valuable  property, 
consisting  of  arms,  cooking  utensils,  medical  stores,  &c. 

The  next  day  they  commenced  breaking  open  private  houses  and 
stores,  and  I  saw  party  after  party  come  in,  some  of  them  headed  by 
commissioned  officers,  loaded  down  with  the  results  of  their  plundering. 
This  conduct  continued  until  I  was  compelled  to  adopt  the  most  severe 
and  stringent  measures. 

»  #  ♦  *  *  # 

Most  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUSH  C.  HAWKINS, 

Colonel  Ninth  Regiment  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  Comdg.  Fort  Clark. 

[Sul»-iiiclo8ure  A.] 

Commander  op  Pbdebal  Fobcks  at  Hattebas  Inlet. 

Deab  Sib:  We,  the  citizens  of  Cape  Hatteras,  do  ask  of  your  honor 
that  you  will  allow  us  to  return  to  our  homes  and  property  and  protect 
us  in  the  same  as  natural  citizens,  as  we  have  never  taken  up  arms 
against  your  Government  nor  has  it  been  our  wish  to  do  so.  We  did 
not  help  by  our  votes  to  get  North  Carolina  out  of  the  Union.  Believ- 
ing that  your  clemency  will  not  allow  yon  to  treat  us  as  rebels,  who  have 
always  been  loyal  citizens,  we  do  earnestly  request  for  the  sake  of  our 
women  and  children  that  you  will  comply  with  our  wishes,  as  we  seek 
protection  from  your  honor. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

CITIZENS  OF  HATTERAS. 

P.  S. — Please  let  us  know  by  the  bearer  what  we  can  depend  upon. 
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[Siib-inclosurt'  B.J 

State  of  Nouth  Carolina,  Hyde  Gounly: 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  solemnly  swear  that  we  will  true  allegiance 
bear  to  the  United  States  of  North  America;  that  we  will  not  take  up 
arms  against  said  Government  or  hold  -any  coiumunicatiou  with,  its 
enemies  or  aid  or  comfort  its  enemies  in  any  way  whatever,  and  that 
we  will  give  to  the  commandant  of  Fort  Clark  any  information  we  may 
obtain  or  receive  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy;  and  in  case  we  are 
called  upon  we  will  assist  the  commandant  of  said  fort  in  his  defense 
thereof  against  any  and  all  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States  of 
North  America,  and  we  will  always  under  any  and  all  circumstances 
snpport  the  Constitution  of  the  said  United  States. 

[Sub-inclosure  C] 

Fort  Clark,  N.  C,  September  2, 1861. 
Col.  Max  Weber. 

Dear  Colonel  :  I  learn  with  great  regret  that  your  men  and  others 
under  your  command  still  continue  to  commit  depredations  against  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  island.  It  seems  that  tliey  pass 
from  the  fort  over  whicli  you  have  command  to  the  land  above  by 
boats.  This  must  and  shall  stop.  These  people  are  worthy,  loyal 
citizens  and  have  taken  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  they  ought  to  and  shall  be  protected  in  their  rights 
of  property  and  person,  and  I  shall  in  future  use  all  the  power  under 
my  control  to  see  that  they  are  protected.  This  passage  "by  boats  must 
cease  from  this  date,  and  if  it  cannot  be  prevented  by  any  other 
means  I  shall  use  my  artillery  against  all  the  boats  I  may  see  pass.  I 
have  promised  these  people  protection  and  intend  to  keep  my  promise 
good. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

RUSH  C.  HAWKINS, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Hbadqitarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  11,  1861. 
Capt.  JA3IES  Grimslby, 

Twenty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  Baltimore, 

In  charge  of  detachment  and  prisoners: 
You  will  proceed  from  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  to  New  York  Har- 
bor in  charge  of  certain  political  or  State  prisoners  as  follows :  George 


G.  Davidson,  Loudoun  County,  Ya.;  Mahlon  Myers,  Loudoun  County, 
Va. ;  James  W.  Daniel,  Loudoun  County,  Va. ;  John  Pegram,  Baltimore ; 
Dennis  Kelly,  Baltimore;  Thomas  Shields,  Baltimore;  William  Mc- 
Kewen,  Baltimore;  Beujamin  F.  McCawley,  Baltimore;  George  Thomp- 
son, Baltimore;  John  Wilkins,  Baltimore;  A.  Williamson,  Baltimore; 
Patrick Crohan,  Baltimore;  James  Campbell,  Baltimore;  David  H.Luc- 
chesi,  Baltimore;  Alexander  Conner,  Baltimore;  Frederick  Tollenback, 
Baltimore;  Patrick  Conway,  Baltimore;  George  A.  Appleton,  Balti- 
more: David  Summers,  Baltimore;  Michael  J.  Grady,  Baltimore;  Jehu 
L.  Bouldin,  Baltimore ;  George  Summers,  Baltimore ;  Samuel  Davidson, 
Baltimore;  George  Gosswell,  Baltimore;  Philip  Cassidy,  Baltimore. 
(The  above  named  are  all  citizens.) 


64  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

You  will  safely  keep  tliem  on  the  route  and  will  deliver  the  first  four 
named  to  the  corauiauding  officer  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor, 
and  the  remainder  (twenty-six)  to  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Colum- 
bus, New  York  Harbor,  lleceipts  for  the  prisoners  delivered  at  each 
fort  will  be  taken  by  you  from  the  commanding  officer  thereof.  Ihis 
duty  iierformed  you  will  return  to  your  regiment  with  your  command 
without  delay. 

By  order  of  Major-Geueral  Dix:  __„ 

•^  D.  T.  VAN  BUREN, 

Assistant  Adiutant- General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  13, 1861. 
E.  L.  O.  Adams,  Esq.,  Portland,  Me. 

Sir:  You  are  appointed  a  confidential  agent  of  this  Department  at 
Portland.  The  chief  object  of  the  appointment  is  to  prevent  persons 
in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  or  other  disloyal  persons  from  proceed- 
ing abroad  or  returning  thence  by  the  way  of  Portland.  If  any  such 
should  within  your  own  knowledge  be  found  there  or  should  this 
Department  by  letter  or  by  telegram  apprise  you  of  their  being  there 
you  will  cause  them  to  be  arrested  and  forthwith  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette, 
N.  Y.  Passports  are  herewith  sent  to  you,  which  all  persons  are  required 
to  be  provided  with  who  embark  in  the  steamers  for  Europe.  As  loyal 
persons  may  reach  Portland  for  that  purpose  without  a  knowledge  of 
the  requirement  you  are  herewith  furnished  with  passports  in  blank 
with  which  you  may  provide  them  pursuant  to  the  following  regulations. 
In  addition  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  two  circulars  herewith* 
your  attention  is  called  to  following  points : 

Passports  can  only  be  issued  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  the  proper 
evidence  necessary  to  obtain  which  will  be  found  described  in  Circular 
No.  1.  The  mere  declaration  of  intention  to  become  a  citizen  is  not  evi- 
dence of  citizenship,  and  therefore  the  preliminary  papers  issued  by  the 
courts  which  are  frequently  produced  as  such  evidence  will  not  entitle  per- 
sons to  passports.  In  the  case  of  persons  applying  for  passports  who  are 
natives  of  or  have  lived  any  time  in  either  of  the  States  at  present  iu 
insurrection  against  the  Government  you  will  be  very  particular  in  your 
inquiries  as  to  their  loyalty  and  insist  upon  their  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance which  is  required  in  all  cases.  You  will  be  required  to  keep  an 
index  of  the  passports  issued  by  you  containing  the  number,  date  and 
name  of  the  party  to  whom  issued,  and  you  will  also  keep  the  letters  and 
other  documents  accompanying  all  applications,  numbering  and  dating 
them  to  correspond  with  the  index,  and  in  cases  where  the  applicant  may 
be  a  naturalized  citizen  it  will  be  necessary  to  note  on  the  application  the 
place  where  and  the  court  in  which  his  certificate  of  naturalization  may 
have  been  obtained  together  with  the  date  of  the  same.  These  docu- 
ments are  to  be  i>reserved  for  future  reference.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
transmit  to  the  Department  monthly  returns  of  the  passports  issued, 
embracing  number,  name  and  date.  Circular  No.  2  will  furnish  you 
with  full  information  in  regard  to  the  recent  regulations  on  the  subject 
of  passports  and  a  careful  observance  of  both  circulars  will  be  expected. 
Your  compensation  will  be  'at  the  rate  of  $60  per  month.  Ten  blank 
passports  are  sent  herewith  and  you  will  be  supplied  hereafter  as  you 
desire. 

T  am,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

•Omitted. 
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Washington,  ]J.  C,  September  12,  IStii. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  arrest  of  my  brother,  on  consultation  with 
some  of  his  friends  I  employed  a  man  named  Benjamin  Egglestone,  of  this 
city,  to  carry  a  letter  to  Eichmond.  I  selected  this  man  because  I  had 
known  him  for  many  years,  and  because  he  was  acquainted  with  many 
persons  in  Richmond  who  had  gone  from  Baltimore,  and  because  of  his 
sympathy  with  the  South,  and  was  active  and  shrewd.  I  took  care  as  far 
as  possible  that  my  commission  should  be  the  sole  purpose  of  his  trip. 
I  furnished  him  with  money  to  pay  expenses  and  gave  hint  a  letter  to 
my  brother  from  his  wife.  He  left  here  in  the  stage,  crossed  the  Poto- 
mac and  made  his  way  to  Eichmond  partly  on  foot.  The  Star  of  the 
same  date  published  his  departure  with  the  remark  that  he  was  a  noted 
secessionist.  After  visiting  Eichmond  and  delivering  the  letter  with 
verbal  messages  from  myself  he  returned  to  Baltimore,  making  forty 
miles  of  the  journey  on  foot.  His  friends  here  and  in  Baltimore,  knowing 
of  the  publication  in  the  Star  and  fearful  of  his  arrest  if  he  returned  here, 
advised  him  to  remain  in  Baltimore.  While  I  was  about  to  apply  to  you 
for  a  pass  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  family  here  he  was  arrested 
and  has  been  confined  iil  Fort  McHenry  for  the  last  ten  days.  That  he 
has  been  guilty  of  any  disloyal  act  or  any  indiscretion  in  Baltimore 
since  his  return  there  I  am  not  aware,  but  believe  that  his  arrest  was 
solely  on  account  of  his  visit  to  Eichmond.  Under  these  circumstances 
I  would  most  respectfully  ask  you  to  inclose  to  me  an  order  to  the  com- 
mander at  Fort  McHenry  to  release  the  said  Benjamin  Egglestone,  with 
a  pass  to  return  to  his  family  in  this  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  M.  MAGEAW. 

[Indorsement.  J 

Septemrer  12, 1861. 

Please  let  this  man  be  released. 

SIMON  CAMBEON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  H.  B.  Oeosby,  Wholesale  Grocer, 

Patersoii,  A'.  J.,  September  12, 1861. 

[Fnmi  to-day's  paper.] 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  most  prominent  secession  members  of  Congress, 
some  of  whom  are  now  roaming  about  the  country  "giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy  "  in  various  ways : 

Hon.  Benjamin  Wood,  of  New  York,  editor  of  a  secession  newspaper. 

Hon.  H.  C.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  making  secession  stump  speeches. 

Hon.  John  B.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  expelled  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  now 
in  the  rebel  army. 

Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio,  delivering  secession  stump  speeches  and  writ- 
ing secession  letters. 

Hon.  John  W.  Reid,  of  Missouri,  raising  a  regiment  to  join  the  rebel  forces. 

Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  getting  up  disunion  barbecues,  and  try- 
ing to  strengthen  the  backibone  of  secessionists. 

Hon.  Henry  May,  of  Maryland,  doing  his  best  to  keep  out  of  Fort  Lafayette, 
where  a  number  of  his  "  fellow-citizens"  are  now  taking  an  airing. 

Hon.  Jesse  D.  Bright,  of  Indiana,  missing  since  the  discovery  and  publication  of 
a  letter  to  Jeff.  Davis.  „       „  ,,.  .        ,      i,  tj^ 

Hon.  James  A.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  Hon.  Trnsten  Polk,  of  Missouri,  and  a  half 
dozen  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  are  now  remaining  comparatively 
quiet  in  view  of  the  necessity  which  the  Government  hasrecently  adopted  of  encour- 
aging emigration  to  a  certain  fort  in  New  York  Harbor. 
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Honored  Sir  :  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  have  these  meu  arrested ;  it  will 
do  everything  for  us  in  stopping  secession  at  the  North. 

Very  truly,  yours,  H.  B.  CBOSBY. 


War  Department,  Washimjton,  BepUmhcr  13,  18(>1. 
David  H.  Garr,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  iV'ew  Haven,  Conn.  : 
Arrest  the  man  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  11th,  and  send  him  to 

Fort  Lafayette.  ^^^^^ 

■^  SIMON  CAMEEOJST 

Secretary  of  War. 


IJ.  S.  SLoor  OF  War  Jamestown, 
Hew  Yorlc  Harbor,  September  13,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bttrke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  New  Yorlc  Harbor. 

Sir:  I  have  been  directed  by  Flag  Officer  Silas  H.  Stringham,  com- 
manding Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  to  leave  at  Fort  Lafayette 
under  your  command  the  following-named  men  as  prisoners,  viz :  From 
the  schooner  Colonel  Long— E.  C.  Myatt,  master;  Frederick  Mortimer, 
William  Perry,  Charles  W.  Fannigan,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Kelly, 
Charles  Williams,  Peter  Keilly. 

From  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Minnesota — John  V.  Newton,  William 
St.  George. 

Eequesting  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  a  receipt 
for  the  above-named  persons,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  GliEEN, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Department  of  State,  Wanhinf/ton,  September  J-l,  18(11. 

FlajVIEN  Ball,  Esq., 

If.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati. 
Dear  Sir:  *  *  »  Our  wish  is  to  make  as  few  arrests  as  possible 
compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  Government,  and  never  if  they  can 
be  avoided  for  merely  words  spoken.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficul- 
ties to  which  you  refer,  and  approve  of  your  suggestion  for  the  prompt 
delivery  to  the  military  authorities  of  any  jjerson  whom  it  may  be 
deemed  advisable  to  arrest.    *    *    * 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  11.  SEWA14D. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Southern  Dist.  of  New  York, 

New  York,  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  copies*  of  the  Tompkins  County 
Democrat,  imbUshed  by  Samuel  C.  Clisbe,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.    What  shall 
be  done  with  the  editor?    I  also  inclose  three  affidavits*  concerning 


'  Not  found. 


SUSPECTED  AND  DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  67 

persons  entertaining  secession  sentiments.    The  parties  making  the 
same  are  known  to  me  as  being  persons  of  character  and  position. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

EOBEET  MUEEAY, 

TJ.  S.  Marshal. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  op  the  Metropolitan  Tolice, 

Xe^v  York,  September  15, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Charles  W.  Adams,  of  the  firm  of  Adams,  Jordan  &  Co.,  Galves- 
ton, Tex.,  and  also  of  a  firm  in  Boston,  arrived  per  Africa  on  Thursday 
night  last  from  Liverpool  (where  he  had  been  to  dispose  of  a  cargo  of 
cotton  carried  over  on  the  ship  Aaron  L.  Eeid,  of  New  York,  from  his 
liouse  in  Galveston)  under  British  colors,  I  understand  the  value  of 
the  cargo  is  at  least  $200,000,  and  the  presumption  is  that  he  has  brought 
the  avails  with  him  in  some  shape.  With  the  knowledge  of  these  facts 
I  sent  one  of  my  men  to  Boston  last  night,  Adams  having  gone  thither 
immediately  after  arrival  here,  to  notify  the  IT.  S.  marshal. 

Since  his  departure  I  have  learned  further  that  there  is  no  doubt  of 
his  complicity  in  the  treason  of  Texas.  He  was  at  Galveston  attending 
to  the  loading  the  above  ship  when  the  three  steamers.  Gen.  Eusk, 
Matagorda  and  Orizaba,  were  seized  by  the  rebels  there.  The  two  lat- 
ter steamers  were  released  under  an  engagement  with  the  owner  of  the 
three  (Charles  Morgan)  that  they  should  run  between  Galveston  and  New 
Orleans.  The  Orizaba  left  with  freight  and  passengers;  among  them 
was  this  Charles  W.  Adams.  After  getting  to  sea  the  captain  found 
his  private  instructions  from  Mr.  Morgan  were  to  run  the  steamer  to 
New  York  instead  of  New  Orleans.  He  consulted  his  mate  and  one  or 
two  passengers,  who  approved  of  a  plan  to  land  the  passengers  at  Key 
West  and  proceed  to  New  York  with  such  as  preferred  to  stay  by  the 
ship.  But  his  plan  was  thwarted  through  the  connivance  of  the  mate 
and  the  overpowering  force  of  the  passengers  headed  by  Mr.  Adams. 
The  steamer  was  therefore  through  his  effort  run  into  Berwick  Bay ;  she 
was  afterward  taken  possession  of  by  the  rebels  and  is  still  held  by 
them.  These  facts  are  famished  me  by  a  refugee  from  Texas  who  was 
ou  board  the  Orizaba  at  the  time  and  who  favored  running  to  New  York. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Port  Lafayette,  September  15, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  received  from  you  I  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  capacity  of  this 
post  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners :  I  have  at  this  time  in  my  custody 
80,  who  are  arranged  as  follows :  Eoom  No.  1,  25,  confined  as  privateers ; 
room  No.  2,  8  prisoners  of  war  and  state;  room  No.  3,  8  prisoners  of 
war  and  state;  room  No.  4,  9  prisoners  of  war  and  state  (1  more  by 
desire  of  prisoners);  room  No.  5,  28  prisoners  of  war  and  state  (this 
room  is  25  by  CO  and  in  the  lower  battery);  guard  house,  2  privateers; 
total,  80.  In  a  day  or  two  I  will  have  another  large  room  ready  which 
will  accommodate  uO  prisoners.    It  will  be  25  by  95  feet.    In  room  No. 
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1  the  privateersmen,  26  in  number,  are  confined,  which  is  a  much 
larger  number  than  is  compatible  with  comfort,  but  they  being  a  class 
so  different  from  the  other  prisoners  I  cannot  associate  them.  I 
therefore  respectfully  beg  leave  to  ask  you  to  make  application  for 
their  removal  to  some  place  more  suitable  for  their  confinement.  I 
would  also  lespectfuUy  beg  leave  to  ask  you  to  make  application  for 
the  removal  of  Capt.  J.  A.  de  Lagnel  to  Governor's  Island  or  some 
other  place  where  space  is  not  so  limited,  as  he  has  not  entirely  recov- 
ered his  strength  and  requires  more  exercise  than  he  can  possibly  get 
here.  There  are  four  guns  neutralized  in  the  room  where  I  have  twenty- 
eight  prisoners.  They  are  in  the  lower  battery  and  on  the  south  side. 
I  inclose  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  interior  of  the  room  which  will  give 
yon  an  idea  of  its  arrangement.  When  the  other  large  room  spoken  of 
heretofore  is  used  there  will  be  six  more  guns  neutralized  in  the  west 
side  lower  battery. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
tieoond  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Pout. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  16,  1861. 

KoBEKT  MuEEAY,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  with  the  accompanying  copies 

of  the  Tompkins  County  Democrat  has  been  received.    In  reply  I  have 

to  inform  you  that  I  have  directed  Mr.  [Edward  0.]  Chase,  the  marshal 

of  that  district,  to  arrest  and  send  Samuel  C.  Clisbe  to  Fort  Lafayette.r 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  16, 1861. 
Et.  Eev.  HoEATio  Potter, 

No.  33  West  Fourteenth  Street,  New  York. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  24th  instant  has  been  received. 
In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  no  disloyal  clergyman  can  be  allowed 
to  hold  communication  with  any  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
If,  however,  a  clergyman  of  well-known  loyalty  should  apply  for  leave 
to  visit  any  particular  prisoners  for  spiritual  purposes  only  leave  for 
that  purpose  will  be  granted. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  Yoek,  September  16, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward  : 

The  steamer  from  Liverpool  brings  a  large  number  of  passengers 
residing  in  Southern  States  whose  passports  have  not  been  visded,  or 
they  have  none.    What  must  be  done  with  them? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


'  Omitted. 

t  The  order  was  subsequently  countermanded. 
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Department  of  State,  Wfishhigton,  Septfimher  UJ,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Super inteiidoit  of  Police,  Ncio  Yorli: 
Your  telegram  received.  If  any  of  the  passengers  may  reasonably 
be  suspected  of  any  intention  to  impart  information  adverse  to  this 
Government  or  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  they 
may  be  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  their  names  fnr- 
nished  to  this  Department.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  for  the 
regulation  in  regard  to  passports  to  be  rigidly  enforced. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


_         Fort  Hamilton,  iVe«'  YorU  Harbor,  September  16,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Headquarters  Army,  Washington  City. 
Sir  :  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  forward  the  inclosed  letter  written  by 
Robert  Mure,  prisoner,  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  before  sending 
it  as  addressed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.l 

Fort  Lafayette,  September  13, 1861. 

Edward  M.  Archibald,  Esq., 

Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Consul,  Neto  Torlc. 
Dear  Sir:  It  is  my  misfortune  to  be  a  prisoner*  hereunder  circum- 
tances  most  trying,  which  makes  me  feel  keenly  for  others  in  a  worse 
condition  which  induces  me  now  to  address  you.  There  are  in  this 
garrison  (in  irons)  some  wrecked  British  sailors.  One  of  them,  an  old 
man  from  Manchester,  England,  was  picked  up  at  sea  on  the  coast  of 
Florida  after  being  seven  days  on  a  raft.  He  is  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
British  bark  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh,  Eae,  master,  wrecked  there,  and  I 
believe  reported  upon.  The  other  three  are  part  of  the  crew  of  the 
British  bark  Prima  Donna.  It  appears  those  seamen  came  together 
at  one  W.  A.  Johnston's,  at  Miami,  Fla.,  and  remained  there  until  the 
3()th  ultimo  when  a  small  vessel  reached  that  place,  and  said  Johnston 
shipped  them  off  in  her  as  a  means  of  getting  clear  of  them  as  they 
had  no  funds.  It  turns  out  the  small  fishing  vessel  they  took  passage 
in  from  Miami  proved  to  be  bound  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  Before  the  small 
craft  reached  there  she  was  taken  by  the  U.  S.  fleet  on  the  coast  and  all 
on  board  have  found  their  way  here  and  are  confined  as  pirates.  I  think 
if  an  investigation  into  their  case  was  made  you  would  find  them  not 
subject  to  the  treatment  they  are  now  undergoing.    I  therefore  on  their 
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sume  did  not  reach  you.    I  would  gladly  have  said  a  word  to  you  when 
you  visited  this  post,  but  it  was  not  my  privilege. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully,  mUEE 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

P.  S.— I  used  the  word  shipped.    They  were  not  shipped  but  only  got 
a  fre6  passage.    The  crew  of  the  craft  are  also  here.      

*  For  case  of  Mure,  see  post. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  17,  1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Elaik,  Pcsimaster- General. 

Sir:  The  accompauymg  copy*  of  the  Louisville  Courier  having  been 
brought  to  my  attention  I  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  that  paper  by  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  WasMnffton,  September  17,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McEenry,  Baltimore. 

General  :  I  inclose  copies  of  two  letters*  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, one  addressed  to  the  collector  and  the  other  to  W.  H.  D.  C. 
Wright,  of  Baltimore,  from  which  it  has  been  inferred  to  be  the  inten- 
tion of  Mr.  E.  K.  Meade,  late  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Brazil, 
to  leave  at  that  port  on  his  return.  Should  he  do  so  you  will  cause 
him  to  be  arres,ted  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  liT.  Y. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  17,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York: 

Your  letter  received.    Arrest  Charles  W.  Adams,  secure  his  papers, 
and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
(Same  to  John  S.  Keyes,  Boston,  Mass.) 


General  Orders,  )    War  Depi.,  Adjt.  General's  Office, 

No.  79.  ]  Washington,  September  17, 1861. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  forces  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  K  C, 
is  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  such  loyal  North  Carolinians, 
not  to  exceed  one  regiment,  as  in  his  neighborhood  may  volunteer  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  United  States,  and  to  designate  a  regular  ofidcer 
to  muster  them  into  service. 


By  order: 


L.  THOMAS, 

Adjxitunt-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  September  17, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Sir  :  It  is  due  to  myself  as  well  as  family  to  request  to  be  released 
from  confinement  as  I  feel  and  know  I  have  done  nothing  to  deserve 
it.  If,  however,  the  Department  intends  to  retain  me  as  a  prisoner  I 
would  ask  that  I  may  be  removed  to  Washington  City,  D.  C,  where 
my  wife  and  children  reside  whom  I  have  not  seen  for  over  twenty-six 
months. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

ROBERT  TAN8ILL, 
Late  Captain,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

'  Not  found. 
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Depabtmbnt  op  State,  Washmf/ton,  September  is,  isol 
R.  :\liNTURN,  Jr.,  lilsq.,  New  Yorl: 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  ]4tli  instant  requesting  a  passport  for  the 
]leverend  Mr.  Mercer  and  others  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans  has  been 
received.  You  cannot  doubt  my  disposition  to  comply  with  any  rea- 
son able  request  of  yours,  but  a  rule  has  for  some  time  past  been  in 
force  pursuant  to  which  such  requests  are  invariably  refused.  It  must 
be  allowed,  however,  that  if  any  exceptions  were  allowable  the  case  of 
the  Eeverend  Mr.  Mercer  would  afford  strong  grouuds  therefor. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  Id.  SEWAKD. 


Cttstom-Housb,  Collectoe's  Office, 

Nem  York,  September  ]8,  1801. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase. 

SiE:  Mansfield  Lovell,  a  native  of  "Washington,  D,  C,  aged  about 
forty,  formerly  a  captain  U.  S.  artillery,  resigned  and  joined  General 
Quitman  in  his  filibustering  expedition  against  Cuba,  was  acting  street 
commissioner  of  this  city  until  Friday  last  (13th instant);  recently  left 
this  city  and  has  gone  probably  byway  of  Canada  to  the  rebels.  He 
is  an  accomplished  military  man  and  would  be  of  great  service  to  the 
rebels.  Mr.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  the  street  commissioner,  who  was  of 
the  U.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  left  the  Army  at  the  same  time  and  for  the 
same  purpose  as  Lovell;  is  a  first  cousin  of  John  C.  Breckinridge  and 
a  warm  friend  and  co-operator  of  his ;  left  the  city  some  months  ago  on 
account  of  his  health  and  is  still  absent.  Both  Smith  and  Lovell  are 
strong  sympathizers  with  the  rebels,  and  it  is  presumed  are  aiding 
them  in  all  practicable  ways. 

I  get  the  above  from  Colonel  Craven,  the  chief  engineer  and  president 
of  the  Croton  Aquediict  Board,  who  thinks  that  Breckinridge  ought  to 
be  arrested  at  once.  He,  Colonel  C,  was  last  fall  a  Breckinridge  man, 
but  was  then,  is  now  and  always  was  and  always  will  be  an  uncom- 
promising Union  man  and  friend  to  the  Government.  He  is  a  Southern 
man  by  birth,  and  has  relatives  in  the  rebel  army.  He  has  also  two 
brothers  in  the  TJ.  S.  iN'avy,  one  in  command  of  the  flotilla  in  the 
Potomac,  and  the  other  commands  the  Crusader.  Colonel  C.'s  opinions 
are  entitled  to  great  respect  on  account  of  his  character  and  his  knowl- 
edge of  certain  men. 

By  the  way  he  informs  me  that  Mark  Mount,  the  keeper  of  Conover 
Beacon  in  Earitan  Bay  has  received  intimation  of  a  removal.    If  there 
are  no  objections  to  his  official  conduct  there  are  political  and  pru- 
dential reasons  for  his  retention. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

HIRAM  BARNEY. 


Headquarters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  September  18,  1861. 
Ma,i.  Gen.  John  A.  T)ix,  U.  S.  Army,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

I  am  directed  by  Major- General  McClellan  *  *  *  to  say  that  he 
wishes  you  to  make  any  arrest  that  you  may  consider  necessary  even 
if  you  have  not  direct  authority  from  the  Government.    The  general 
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lias  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  discretion  and  desires  tliat 
you  pursue  sucli  a  course  as  you  deem  advisable  for  the  public  good. 
I  am  very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A^  COLBURN, 

Assistan  t  Adjutant-  General. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  19,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore. 

General:  As  Dennis  Kimball,  now  in  Fort  Columbus,  is  presumed 
to  be  a  Britisli  subject  and  a  man  of  no  special  influence  it  will  be  well 
to  direct  his  release. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  September  19, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Honored  Sir  :  I  was  in  Alexandria  last  Saturday,  and  while  there 
I  learned  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  of  secessionists  in  that 
town — for  what  purpose  we  have  only  to  imagine.  I  could  not  ascer- 
tain anything  more  about  it  but  that  it  had  its  meetings  under  name  of 
Eed  Eose  Club.  The  above  information  I  obtained  from  a  friend  who 
stands  as  I  do;  his  property  as  well  as  mine  (according  to  act  of  Vir- 
ginia) stands  confiscated,  and  could  it  be  possible  for  our  enemy  to 
succeed  we  are  ruined. 

I  also  found  out  something  about  the  manner  that  information  is 
constantly  going  out  from  us  to  the  Coutederates  and  some  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  it,  besides  several  other  things  I  thought  important, 
and  upon  my  return  home  to  Washington  I  went  in  search  of  a  person 
I  knew  to  be  a  detective,  related  the  above  and  told  him  I  desired  to 
manage  this  thing  myself,  believing  I  could  bring  it  all  to  light  better 
than  a  stranger  could  possibly,  as  I  had  lived  among  those  people  for 
many  years;  but  as  I  was  deprived  of  my  property  now  I  was  not  able 
to  bear  the  expenses  and  pay  a  quarter  dollar  each  way  in  the  boats 
(small  as  it  may  appear).  I  have  a  large  family  of  eight  children. 
This  gentleman  carried  me  to  a  Mr.  Allen,  who  said  he  could  not 
authorize  me  to  go  into  it  as  he  had  no  money,  but  referred  me  and 
advised  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary.  I  accordingly  did 
go,  but  Mr.  Scott  told  me  the  whole  matter  was  in  your  hands.  I  have 
been  at  your  office  two  days  in  succession,  and  not  being  able  to  see 
you  I  concluded  to  lay  it  before  you  In  this  way  and  if  you  consider  it 
worth  your  attention  I  will  obey  a  message  from  you  at  any  moment. 
I  reside  on  Fourth  street  east  between  F  and  G  south. 

There  is  yet  another  matter  which  ought  in  my  opinion  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  your  honor,  that  is  concerning  the  vessel  detained  at 
Georgetown  some  week  or  so  ago,  destined  for  Alexandria.  T  felt  every 
desire  to  come  forward  at;  the  time  I  saw  the  publication  of  the  seizure, 
but  really  on  two  occasions  before  when  I  gave  information  I  thought 
it  was  so  unwelcomely  received  that  I  became  discouraged  for  a  time. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  COLLINGSWOETH. 

P.  S. — Should  any  reference  be  required  for  myself  see  letter  from 
Mr.  Wallach,  now  at  provost  marshal's  office  (which  I  had  to  obtain 
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before  I  could  get  a  pass),  and  also  letter  from  Senator  Oarlile  witli  my 
other  papers,  now  iu  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings. 

A.  D.  C. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  20, 1861. 
John  C.  Millee,  Chicago,  III.: 

Be  on  the  lookout  for  Mansfield  Lovell,  formerly  of  the  TJ.  S.  Army, 
aged  about  forty.    If  found,  arrest  and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Same  to  William  H.  Barse,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  Hollis  White,  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y.) 


Harlem,  N.  Y.,  September  21, 1861. 
Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yesterday,  September  20,  at  10  a.  m.,  my  brother,  by  occu- 
pation a  news  agent  on  the  Naugatuck  Eailroad  cars,  was  arrested  by 
U.  S.  Marshal  [David  H.]  Carr,  of  New  Haven,  at  the  Bridgeport  Eail- 
way  station,  and  is  now  incarcerated  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  ostensible 
cause  of  this  arrest  was  the  charge  of  having  sold  copies  of  the  New 
York  Daily  News,  and  if  I  am  rightly  informed  using  disrespectful 
language  toward  the  Government. 

The  prisoner  is  a  brother  of  mine,  but  this  shall  not  prevent  me  from 
stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  though  a  thousand  brothers  were  at  stake. 
Briefly  then  he  is  a  young  man  twenty-five  years  of  age;  has  been  a 
cripple  from  his  youth  with  a  spinal  deformity,  and  is  the  sole  help  of 
his  poor  mother  who  is  in  the  deepest  sorrow.  At  intervals  he  has 
sold  copies  of  the  News  aforesaid  mainly  at  the  instigation  of  William 
D.  Bishop,  esq.,  a  Congressman,  who  is  president  of  the  railway  over 
which  he  runs,  not  wishing  to  incur  his  displeasure,  fearing  the  road 
might  be  let  out  to  another  party.  Furthermore  when  arrested  the 
publication  of  the  Daily  News  had  been  stopped  for  six  days.  As  to 
the  language  imputed  to  him  it  was  said  in  the  heat  of  passion  to  people 
who  advised  him  to  stop  selling  the  News,  because  he  regarded  it  as 
none  of  their  business.  He  is  a  strong  Union  man,  and  has  said  he 
would  spend  his  last  cent  to  put  this  wicked  rebellion  down.  About 
four  months  ago  he  said  to  me:  "I  did  not  vote  for  this  administration, 
but  if  Lincoln  runs  in  1864  he  will  get  my  vote."  He  used  imprudent 
language — Slanguage  that  iu  calmer  moments  he  would  not  indorse,  but 
yet  used  under  the  provocation  already  named,  where  people  as  he 
thought  impertinently  interfered  with  his  business. 

I  am  myself  a  member  of  the  Twelfth  Ward  Eepublican  Association; 
also  a  local  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Did  time 
admit  I  would  make  my  affidavit  to  the  above  before  a  magistrate.  I 
supported  you  among  other  reasons  for  the  soubriquet  you  bore  of 
"Honest  Old  Abe,"  and  cannot  doubt  that  in  the  present  instance  you 
will  interpose  for  the  protection  of  a  somewhat  imprudent  but  yet  warm- 
hearted boy.  Would  it  be  asking  too  much  to  request  you  to  apprise 
me  of  your  decision  at  your  earliest  convenience?  My  brother's  name 
is  George  A.  Hubbell. 

I  remain,  faithfully,  yours, 

'  NATHAN  HUBBELL. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  Septemher  SI,  1861. 

Many  intelligeut  and  patriotic  citizens  liave  applied  to  me  by  memo 
rial  asking  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  what  they  represent  as 
treasonable  matter  contained  in  a  letter  bearing  the  date  of  Washing- 
ton, August  10,  published  in  the  London  Times,  and  they  express  their 
conviction  that  the  statements  made  in  that  communication  are  untrue, 
and  that  it  is  the  design  of  the  writer  to  bring  the  credit  and  fame  of 
this  Government  into  disrepute  in  foreign  countries.  It  has  been  the 
habit  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  take  no  notice  of  rep- 
resentations however  obnoxious  made  by  the  press  of  foreign  nations, 
or  even  of  injurious  utterances  made  by  ministers  or  other  agents  of 
foreign  powers  in  the  ordinary  transaction  of  their  own  affairs.  The 
Government  on  the  contrary  has  hitherto  recognized  as  worthy  of  its 
observation  only  the  language  and  the  action  of  the  executive  organs 
of  foreign  states. 

For  myself  I  confess  I  have  not  read  the  publication  complained  of, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  it  has  not  arrested  the  attention  of  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  administration,  engrossed  as  we  all  necessarily  are  with 
urgent  public  duties  and  cares.  However  erroneous  the  facts  or  the 
inferences  of  the  writer  may  be  they  nevertheless  stand  on  his  own 
individual  authority,  while  the  whole  patriotic  press  of  our  country  is 
free  and  is  interested  to  refute  them.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  depends  not  upon  the  favor  or  good  will  of  foreign  writers  or 
papers  or  even  of  foreign  nations,  but  upon  the  just  support  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  Its  credit  and  its  fame  seem  to  me  now  more  than  ever 
heretofore  safe  in  their  keeping. 

If  it  be  assumed  that  the  obnoxious  paper  may  do  harm  here  is  it  not 
a  sufficient  reply  that  probably  not  fifty  copies  of  the  London  Times 
ever  find  their  way  to  our  shores "?  If  it  be  said  again  that  the  obnox- 
ious communication  has  been  widely  published  in  the  United  States  it 
seems  to  me  a  sufficient  rejoinder  that  the  censure  of  a  magnanimous 
Government  in  that  case  ought  to  fall  on  those  of  its  own  citizens  who 
have  reproduced  the  libel  rather  than  on  the  foreigner  who  wrote  it 
exclusively  for  remote  publication. 

Finally,  interference  with  the  press  even  in  the  case  of  an  existing 
insurrection  can  be  justified  only  on  the  ground  of  public  danger.  I  do 
not  see  any  such  danger  in  the  present  case.  Even  if  one  foreigner 
does  pervert  our  hospitality  to  shelter  himself  in  writing  injurious 
publications  against  us  for  a  foreign  press  a  hundred  other  foreigners, 
as  intelligent,  as  virtuous,  as  respectable  as  he  is,  are  daily  enrolling 
themselves  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  to  defend  and  maintain 
the  Union  as  the  chief  hope  of  humanity  in  all  countries  and  for  all 
ages.  Could  there  be  a  better  illustration  of  that  great  fundamental 
truth  of  our  system,  that  error  of  opinion  may  safely  be  tolerated  when 
reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it? 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Louisville,  Kt.,  Saturday,  September  21,  1861. 
Kentuckians  : 

Called  by  the  legislature  of  this  my  native  State  I  hereby  assume 
command  of  this  department.  I  come  to  enforce  not  to  make  laws,  and 
God  willing  to  protect  your  property  and  your  lives.    The  enemies  of 
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the  country  have  dared  to  invade  our  soil.  K  entucky  i  s  in  danger.  She 
has  vainly  striven  to  keep  peace  with  her  neighbors.  Our  State  is  now 
invaded  by  those  who  professed  to  be  her  friends,  but  who  now  seek  to 
conquer  her.  No  true  son  of  Kentucky  can  longer  hesitate  as  to  his 
duty  to  his  State  and  country.  The  invaders  must  and  God  willing  will 
be  expelled. 

The  leader  of  the  hostile  forces  who  now  approaches  is,  I  regret  to 
say,  a  Kentuckian,  making  war  on  Kentucky  and  Kentuckians.  Let 
all  past  differences  of  opinion  be  overlooked.  Every  one  who  now  ral- 
lies to  the  support  of  our  Union  and  our  State  is  a  friend.  Kally  then, 
my  countrymen,  around  the  flag  our  fathers  loved  and  which  has  shielded 
us  so  long.  I  call  you  to  arms  for  self-defense  and  for  the  protection 
of  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen.  Let  us  trust  in  God  and  do  our  duty  as 
did  our  fathers. 

EOBERT  ANDEUSOif, 
Brigadier- General,   r.  S.  Army. 


Sharps  Rifle  Manttfactueing  Company, 

Hartford,  September  S2,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Setvard,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  information 
from  my  son,  J.  0.  Palmer,  jr.,  who  was  a  passenger  on  the  Africa  on 
her  last  trip  to  Liverpool,  that  General  Sinclair,  Ex-Mini  ster  Williams 
(to  Turkey)  and  four  other  secessionists,  all  of  whom  ran  the  blockade 
at  Charleston  and  reached  Halifax  via  Nassau,  New  Providence,  were 
among-  the  passengers  on  board  the  Africa.  He  states  that  their  repre- 
sentations seemed  to  secure  the  sympathy  and  engage  the  attention  of 
most  of  the  passengers,  who  were  foreigners,  and  that  emboldened  by 
the  omen  of  listening  ears  and  convinced  hearers  they  openly  avowed 
the  object  of  their  mission  to  be  the  purchase  of  ordnance  and  materials 
of  war  for  the  Confederate  Army.  I  feel  it  a  pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty 
to  give  you  the  facts.  If  anything  further  of  this  nature  comes  to  hand 
I  will  inform  you. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  PALMER, 

I'residtnt. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  23, 1861. 
John  S.  Reyes,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Boston,  Mass.: 

You  can  employ  two  detectives  at  $150  a  month  for  two  months. 
Consult  with  the  governor  and  take  effective  measures  to  break  up  the 
business  of  making  and  sending  shoes  for  the  rebel  army  or  other 

articles  for  like  purposes. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Office  Superintendent  of  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlc,  September  23,  1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  am  confidentially  informed  that  there  is  a  lack  of  oversight 
kept  on  the  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Information  has  been 
received  by  the  inmates  there  in  advance  of  that  received  by  the  public 
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here  by  several  days  of  the  intended  transfer  of  the  TJ.  S.  prisoners  from 
Richmond  to  Castle  Pinckney.  It  is  not  certain  as  to  the  medium 
of  such  correspondence,  but  a  change  of  custodian  might  work  a 
remedy.  I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  alluding  to  Colonel  Burke. 
I  believe  him  to  be  as  strict  as  it  is  possible  for  a  man  to  be  and  exer- 
cise anyof  the  kindness  that  a  humane  man  is  prompted  to  do.  But 
the  lieutenant  in  charge  of  the  fort  has  his  family  with  him,  and 
women  are  famous  for  sympathizing  with  those  they  regard  oppressed 
in  any  way,  and  it  may  be  that  the  ladies  of  his  family  (not  the  offtcer 
himself)  furnish  such  aid  as  to  make  communication  free  between  the 
inmates  and  their  friends.  Without  making  any  direct  charge  against 
any  person  I  would  suggest  that  an  offtcer  without  family  be  substituted 
for  Lieutenant  Wood  as  custodian  of  the  prisoners. 

There  has  been  a  want  of  care  manifested  at  the  time  of  discharging 
prisoners.  They  are  allowed  to  go  out  unsearched;  and  although  their 
signature  to  their  oath  has  not  had  time  to  dry  they  do  not  in  any  case 
hesitate  to  violate  the  spirit  of  it  by  bearing  out  communications  from 
the  inmates  of  any  character  that  may  be  delivered  to  them.  A  copy 
of  the  inclosed  letter  *  of  Ellis  B.  Schnabel  was  thus  taken  out  by  young 
Harold  whom  I  suggested  should  be  discharged.  The  copy  I  send  you 
was  delivered  to  me  by  one  who  was  requested  to  have  it  published  in 
the  New  York  Day  Book  and  a  Hartford  paper  of  the  same  stripe.  I 
received  it  with  the  understanding  that  I  could  use  as  it  might  appear 
best  to  me.  Not  knowing  whether  you  had  received  from  Schnabel  the 
original  I  send  the  copy  to  you  instead  of  to  the  press. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


New  York,  September  23, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

Dear  Sir  :  There  is  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  Oapt.  Eobert  Tansill, 
now  or  late  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  and  a  native  of  Virginia.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Major  Bender,  formerly  of  the  Army  and  now 
residing  at  Washington,  and  another  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Fisk,  an  engineer,  who  is  the  uncle  of  Mrs.  Stoughton.  It  was  owing 
to  this  connection  that  I  became  acquainted  with  Captain  Tansill  when 
he  was  in  New  York  several  years  since  on  duty.  I  was  this  morning 
informed  by  a  person  recently  discharged  from  imprisonment  at  the 
fort  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the  captain  to  see  me  and  ask  me 
to  call  upon  him  there  saying  that  I  was  the  only  one  known  to  him  in 
this  city  to  whom  he  felt  at  liberty  so  to  apply.  I  have  not  otherwise 
heard  from  him  and  do  not  know  in  what  way  I  can  be  of  the  least  serv- 
ice to  him.  He  has  I  believe  been  absent  from  his  family  for  more 
than  two  years  past  upon  a  cruise  and  may  have  reason  to  suppose  an 
interview  with  me  may  be  useful  to  him  and  I  therefore  feel  bound  to 
make  an  effort  to  see  him,  and  with  that  view  take  this  liberty  of 
requesting  from  you  permission  to  go  to  the  fort  for  that  purpose.  I 
ought  perhaps  to  write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject,  but  as  I 
am  no  doubt  quite  unknown  to  him  and  as  your  knowledge  of  me  is  at 
least  snfftcient  to  impress  you  with  the  certainty  that  I  am  incapable  of 
abusing  the  privilege  I  seek  I  address  you. 

*  See  case  of  Schnabel,  post. 
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With  the  assurance  that  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  trouble  you  at 
this  time  and  that  my  excuse  for  so  doing  is  that  I  write  from  motives 
of  humanity  and  in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  I  owe  to  a  person  held  in 
imprisonment,  I  remain  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  &c., 

B.  W.  STOUGHTON. 


Department  of  State,  Wmhington,  September  24, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  in  your  reminder  of  the  23d 
instant*  I  have  to  inform  your  lordship  that  General  Dix's  reply  to  my 
inquiries  concerning  Patrick  Crohan  and  Dennis  Kelly  has  not  yet  been 
received.  I  shall  again  call  General  Dix's  attention  to  the  matter 
to-day.  Meantime  Consul  Archibald  will  be  permitted  to  visit  Dennis 
Kelly. 

As  to  the  case  of  the  person  named  Walsh  also  mentioned  in  your 
lordship's  memorandum  I  can  only  say  that  the  fact  that  he  was  a 
British  subject  could  not  have  been  known  to  the  military  police  who 
were  engaged  in  suppressing  the  insurrectionary  proceedings  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  and  that  even  if  it  had  been  I  cannot  regard  his  com- 
plaint as  entitled  to  consideration  when  his  associations  with  insur- 
gents and  their  badges  found  on  his  person  provoked  the  severities 
with  which  he  was  visited — severities  no  greater  in  his  case  than  those 
with  which  the  disloyal  Americans  with  whom  he  had  combined  were 
treated  and  which  neither  in  his  nor  in  theirs  were  carried  beyond  the 
necessities  of  the  occasion. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  24, 1801. 
Col.  G.  LooMis,  Fort  Golumbtis,  New  Torh  Harbor,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  give  Edward  M.  Archibald, 
esq..  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York,  permission  to  visit 
Dennis  Kelly,  a  British  subject  now  confined  at  Fort  Columbus,  Few 
York  Harbor. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  24,  1861. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke  : 

You  will  see  that  no  political  communications  of  any  kind  from  pris- 
oners are  permitted  to  be  carried  out  of  the  fort.  Abuses  of  privileges 
of  admission  to  the  fort  having  been  committed  such  privileges  will  be 
granted  less  frequently  than  heretofore  by  this  Department. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  24, 1861. 

John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Dear  Sir:  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  give  notice  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Scoville  (not  as  coming  from  this  Department  but  on  your  own 


"Not  found. 
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authority)  that  a  continuance  in  sending  such  letters  as  that  which 
appeared  in  the  London  Standard  would  be  likely  to  subject  him  to 
surveillance. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Boston,  September  24,  1861. 
Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  information  respecting  Mr.  Charles  W.  Adams  is  that 
he  left  Boston  several  months  ago  for  Liverpool,  England,  where  he 
had  large  business.  He  returned  about  ten  days  since  by  steamer 
arriving  at  New  York.  Two  days  after  his  arrival  at  his  home  in  Kox- 
bury  he  was  informed  that  orders  were  out  for  his  arrest  for  political 
reasons,  in  consequence  of  which  he  left  for  Canada  where  he  now  is. 

As  a  resident  of  Texas  for  many  years  (some  fifteen  or  twenty  I  am 
told)  he  has  naturally  acquired  prejudices  in  favor  of  that  State  and  her 
institutions,  and  I  am  informed  has  at  the  present  time  considerable 
property  there.  His  home  has  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston  for 
several  years  past.  He  married  a  lady  from  Bangor,  Me.,  a  few  years 
ago.  Previous  to  his  departure  from  Europe  he  purchased  a  large  and 
valuable  tract  of  land  in  the  town  of  West  Koxbury  with  the  intention 
of  building  a  house  to  be  his  future  home,  and  to  my  knowledge  the 
work  has  been  in  progress  for  months  past  during  his  absence  in  England 
and  continued  up  to  last  Saturday,  the  21st  instant.  In  consequence  of 
being  obliged  to  leave  his  home  his  business  has  been  thrown  into  con- 
fusion ;  his  notes  are  under  protest,  and  the  laborers  upon  his  new  place 
at  West  Eoxbury  are  unpaid. 

My  impression  is  that  if  Mr.  Adams  has  exposed  himself  to  suspicion 
it  has  been  caused  by  hasty  and  indiscreet  remarks.  I  do  not  believe 
him  disloyal.  On  the  contrary  I  believe  he  will  at  all  times  support 
the  laws  which  protect  him,  his  family  and  his  property.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, believe  that  he  can  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  without  jeopardiz- 
ing his  property  in  Texas.  All  his  movements  show  his  intention  of 
becoming  a  citizen  of  West  Eoxbury,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  should 
the  order  for  his  arrest  be  withdrawn  he  will  return  to  his  home  and 
confine  himself  strictly  to  his  private  affairs  which  as  I  before  stated 
are  suffering  by  his  absence.  The  fact  of  his  absenting  himself  should 
not  be  brought  against  him,  as  he  doubtless  is  apprehensive  that  he 
may  be  subjected  to  long  imprisonment  before  he  could  have  a  hearing. 
I  learn  from  Mrs.  Adams  that  Mr.  Adams  is  now  at  Montreal. 

I  have  some  reason  to  think  that  bonds  might  be  obtained  from 
responsible  parties  here  for  his  good  conduct  if  on  parole. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  AMOEY, 
Dispatch  and  Passport  Agent. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  35,  lS(il. 
E.  W.  Stoughton,  Esq.,  New  YorJc. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  asking  permission  to  visit  Eobert 
Tansill,  a  prisoner '  of  war  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  has  been 
received  and  as  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  restrict  such  permissions 
I  regret  to  say  your  request  cannot  with  propriety  be  granted.    There 
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is  no  objection,  however,  to  Mr.  Tansill  communicating  directly  with 
the  Government  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  25,  1861. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant* 
in  relation  to  Patrick  Crohan  and  Dennis  Kelly  claimed  as  British 
subjects.  On  the  19th  instant  you  wrote  to  me  suggesting  the  pro- 
priety of  discharging  Dennis  Kimball,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Columbus, 
presumed  to  be  a  British  subject.  As  there  was  no  prisoner  of  that 
name  there  I  knew  that  Dennis  Kelly  was  the  person  alluded  to,  and 
desired  Colonel  Loomis,  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post,  to  dis- 
charge him.  I  have  no  doubt  it  has  been  done.  Patrick  Crohan  is  a 
person  of  no  consequence  and  it  would  be  well  to  discharge  him.  He 
was  arrested  with  some  twenty  others,  some  of  whom  were  known  to  be 
on  their  way  to  Virginia  to  join  the  Confederate  Army.  Some  of  the 
party  may  have  been  going  to  the  southern  counties  of  this  State  in 
quest  of  employment,  but  it  was  difBcult  to  separate  the  two  classes 
from  each  other.  There  are  a  few  others  whom  I  may  recommend 
hereafter  for  a  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  am,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  Oeneral,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  District  op  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  September  26, 1861. 
Capt.  C.  McKeever, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  U.  S.  A.,  Western  D^t.,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  general  commanding  the  Western 
Department  I  have  to  report  that  reconnaissances  which  I  have  directed 
for  the  last  two  days  show  the  enemy  to  have  abandoned  their  position 
near  Hunter's  farm.  *  *  *  Yesterday  a  party  of  cavalry  from 
Columbus  came  up  to  the  neighborhood  of  Elliott's  Mills  and  arrested 
a  farmer  there  for  the  crime  of  loyalty  to  bis  countiy.  To-day  I  directed 
in  retaliation  the  arrest  of  two  noted  secessionists  who  were  informed 
that  they  would  be  released  on  the  safe  return  of  the  Union  man  sent 
to  Columbus.  The  party  making  the  arrest  went  into  Bland ville  and 
brought  from  there  also  a  Mr.  Blake,  who  is  charged  with  recruiting  a 
company  for  the  Southern  Army.  He  will  be  sent  to  Saint  Louis  for 
trial. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Georgetown,  D.  C,  September  27, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Sir:  I  beg  to  trespass  upon  your  attention  in  behalf  of  my  friend 
James  A.  Donnelly,  a  young  man  of  irreproachable  character  who  was 


*  Not  found. 
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arrested  on  the  22d  of  August  last  and  who  is  yet  in  confinement  at  the 
corner  of  Thirteenth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue  in  Washington 
by  order  of  the  provost-marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  At  the 
suggestion  of  Col.  T.  M.  Key  (aide,  &c.,  of  General  McClellan)  who 
states  that  Mr.  Donnelly's  release*  is  dependent  upon  the  decision  of  a 
higher  authority  than  his  own,  I  address  you  in  this  connection. 

I  had  the  honor  to  file  with  General  Porter  (provost-marshal)  numer- 
ous letters  from  the  leading  men  of  this  town  in  relation  to  the  uni- 
form high  character  of  Mr.  Donnelly,  and  which  although  hurriedly 
gathered  I  beg  Tour  Excellency  will  possess  yourself  of  and  allow  them 
due  weight  in  the  examination  of  this  case.  Mr.  Donnelly's  offense 
(if  any)  is  one  that  can  only  be  by  inference  and  implication  gathered 
from  his  own  words,  there  having  been  no  witness  against  him  who 
could  or  did  implicate  him.  He  freely  disclosed  to  Colonel  Key  (to 
whom  it  seems  belongs  this  class  of  cases)  the  following  state  of  facts 
which  I  submit  to  Your  Excellency  presents  no  offense  meriting  the 
severe  punishment  he  is  now  undergoing,  to  wit :  That  on  the  5th  of 
July  last  he  went  to  Eichmond,  Ya.,  upon  purely  private  business  to 
receive  the  semi-annual  interest  payable  the  1st  July  upon  Virginia 
bonds  owned  by  his  sister  now  in  Europe.  This  money  could  be 
obtained  iu  no  other  manner  or  in  any  other  i)lace.  That  when  he  had 
completed  this  business  he  endeavored  to  return  but  was  prevented 
from  so  doing  by  force,  a  pass  in  military  parlance  being  demanded. 
He  could  obtain  no  pass  in  Eichmond  and  was  forced  to  repair  to  Manas- 
sas Junction  to  enlist  the  influence  of  Doctor  Boyle  (a  former  resi- 
dent of  Washington  and  acquaintance)  in  procuring  the  pass  required. 
That  he  found  Doctor  Boyle,  a  major  of  the  forces  and  provost-marshal 
at  Manassas,  and  he  after  hearing  Mr.  Donnelly's  statement  and  desire 
to  return  to  his  home  in  Georgetown  furnished  him  with  a  pass  which 
enabled  him  to  leave  the  Confederate  lines  and  return  here  where  he 
arrived  on  the  16th  of  August,  exactly  one  week  before  his  arrest.  To 
procure  this  pass  which  was  obtained  only  after  great  diflSculty  and 
delay  Mr,  Donnelly  was  obliged  to  pledge  his  honor  to  disclose  naught 
concerning  the  situation,  numbers,  &c.,  of  the  forces  in  Virginia,  wMoh 
promise  he  considers  himself  bound  religiously  to  adhere  to.  Saving 
this  rigid  adherence  to  secrecy,  which  no  honorable  man  could  object  to, 
he  has  done  nothing  directly  or  indirectly  against  the  United  States. 
I  should  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  Government  contemplated  by  con- 
tinuing his  confinement  the  coercion  of  an  individual  into  a  breach  of 
faith  and  honor,  although  if  no  more  is  alleged  against  Mr.  Donnelly 
such  a  conclusion  would  follow  logically  and  almost  irresistibly. 

Mr.  Donnelly  upon  his  examination  by  Colonel  Key  voluntarily  pro- 
posed to  make  oath  that  he  had  not  assisted  what  is  called  the  Confed- 
erate forces  in  any  manner  either  directly  or  indirectly,  and  further  that 
he  would  not  do  so  at  any  time  but  in  all  respects  would  demean  him- 
self as  a  law-abiding  citizen  of  the  United  States.  He  expected  and 
intended  to  remain  here  and  pursue  his  honest  and  usual  calling.  He 
gave  his  immediate  attention  to  his  business  and  not  five  minutes 
previous  to  his  arrest  had  purchased  a  cargo  of  wood  from  a  vessel  then 
at  his  wharf.  He  is  in  the  Avood  and  coal  business.  With  all  deference 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  proposed  oath  and  the  above  facts  are 
sufficient  to  entitle  Mr.  Donnelly  to  his  release.  Mr.  Donnelly  has  a 
widowed  mother  and  two  sisters  (one  of  them  unmarried)  and  he  is  the 

*  See  order  for  Doimelly's  rcleas(}  ]>i>.  238,  245. 
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only  male  member  of  the  family  to  whom  this  mother  and  uumarried 
sister  may  or  can  look  for  protection  and  a  sheltering  arm. 

These  are  all  the  facts  in  the  case  which  I  desired  to  bring  to  your 
attention  and  they  are  submitted  to  Your  Excellency  as  presenting 
no  case  demanding  the  further  continuance  of  Mr.  Donnelly's  imprison- 
ment. On  the  contrary  it  is  believed  to  afford  a  suitable  and  desirable 
opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  that  Executive  clemency  for  his  release 
the  improvement  of  which  by  Your  Excellency  I  earnestly  invoke  in  his 
behalf  if  after  an  examination  of  the  case  you  should  arrive  at  the  same 
conclusion.    May  I  request  an  answer  to  this  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  JONES. 


Department  of  State,  Washmgton,  September  27, 1861, 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  Adverting  to  my  note  of  the  24th  instant  relative  to  the 
cases  of  Dennis  Kelly  and  Patrick  Orohau  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  that  orders  have  this  day  been  given  to  Colonel  Loomis,  command- 
ing at  Port  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor,  to  discharge  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Depaetjibnt  of  State,  WaskitKjton,  September  27, 1861. 

Colonel  LooMTS,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Columbus. 
Sib:  Let  Dennis  Kelly  and  Patrick  Crohan  be  discharged  from 
custody. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  WILLIAM  n.  SEWAED. 


Confidential.!      Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Executive  Depaktsient, 

Boston,  September  27,  1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  urge  you  to  direct  that  prisoners  of  war 
onlv,  and  no  State  prisoners  be  sent  to  Port  Warren  or  elsewhere  in 
Massachusetts.  I  trust  I  shall  be  in  Washington  early  next  week  and 
wUl  give  the  reasons.  ,.  •     ■■        i 

In  great  haste,  but  faithfully  and  respectfully,  your  friend  and 

^^''^*'^*'  JOHN  A.  ANDEEW. 


Headquarteks  Department  op  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  27, 1861. 

J.  ,r.  Anderson,  Es(i. 

Sir-  Your  letter  asking  for  information  with  regard  to  the  meaumg 
of  General  Anderson's  proclamation  is  received. 

In  reply  I  am  authorized  by  the  general  to  say  that  no  one  will  bo 
arrested  for  mere  opinion's  sake.    All  peaceable  citizens  of  whatever 

ft    Tj    13 ui:'Vi-c<a    Tj^  vol    II 
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opinion  will  be  protected  if  they  do  uot  engage  iu  giving  aid  in  any 
manner  to  the  enemies  of  our  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVEli  D.  GREENE, 

Assistant  AdjutoMt- General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  ^6',  1861. 

Hon.  Montgomery  Blair, 

Postmaster-  General,  Washington. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith*  information  placed  in  my  hands  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Plymouth  Democrat,  published  at  I'lymouth,  Ind.,  and  I 
recommend  that  the  circulation  of  that  journal  in  the  mails  of  the 
United  States  may  be  prohibited. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  28, 1861. 
Samuel  Blatchford,  Esq.,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  I  have  directed  Colonel  Loomis,  the  othcer  in  command  at  Fort 
Columbus,  to  permit  you  to  make  a  single  visit  in  the  presence  of  an 
oiHcer  to  the  prisoner  George  Armistead  Appleton.  Fearing  the  prec- 
edent will  lead  to  much  inconvenience  if  not  abuse  I  have  reluctantly 
granted  the  permission  requested. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Hamilton,  ISfew  York  Harbor,  September  28, 1861. 

Col.  E.  I).  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City. 
Sir  :  From  a  private  letter  received  yesterday  by  a  near  relative  of 
mine  iu  New  York  I  suspect  some  new  intrigues  of  the  friends  of  the 
State  prisoners  are  going  on.  The  old  game  of  the  countyf?]  will  be 
tried  to  be  started  but  I  shall  be  circumspect  and  wary.  1  think  it 
would  have  a  bad  effect  to  change  the  commanding  ofi&cer  or  to  make 
any  alteration  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Mr.  Seward's  and  the  General-in- 
Chief's  orders  to  the  letter  and  spirit  can  be  carried  out  without  any 
change.  I  consider  Mr.  Wood  as  regards  Lafayette  an  institution,  and 
I  desire  that  the  high  authorities  at  Washington  would  let  him  have 
his  wife  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Fort  Hamilton,  September  29, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOV\rNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 
Sir:  I  have  heard  unofticially,  verbally  and  perhaps  incorrectly  that 
a  very  wealthy  man  recently  releapud  from  Fort  Lafayette  has  been 


*  Not  fouud. 
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using  his  influence  to  have  Lieutenant  Wood  removed  from  the  com- 
mand of  that  post.  The  high  esteem  in  which  1  liold  Lieutenant  Wood 
as  an  officer  is  well  known  at  the  Department  as  well  of  War  as  of  State 
and  Navy,  but  at  the  same  time  I  as  a  servant  of  the  Government  shall 
obey  and  respect  any  and  every  order  emanating  from  my  superiors. 
If  Lieutenant  Wood  should  be  removed,  the  responsibility  of  the  change 
will  of  course  rest  with  the  Department  not  upon  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 


Dbpaetment  of  State,  Washington,  (September  :iO,  ISdl. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  BVrke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  the  seamen  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  (not  privateers)  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  enlisting  in  its  service.  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  the 
U.  S.  marshal,  has  been  instructed  to  take  charge  of  them  and  see  that 
they  report  for  duty  at  the  navy-yard  in  Brooklyn.  You  will  please 
deliver  into  the  custody  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  the  piivateers  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  be  transferred  by  him  to  the  city  prison  for  confinement, 
and  report  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  ISevtemher  30,  1861. 
E.  L.  O.  Adams,  Portland,  Me.: 

Look  out  for  John  E.  Ward,  late  U.  S.  minister  to  China,  who  is  pro- 
ceeding by  way  of  Quebec  and  Portland  to  England  as  agent  for  the 
disunionists.    Arrest  and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

(Same  to  Jonathan  Amory,  U.  S.  dispatch  agent,  Boston,  Mass.; 
Hiram  Dunn,  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y. ;  Hollis  White,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. ; 
W.  H.  Barse,  Detroit,  Mich. ;  John  0.  Miller,  Chicago,  111,,  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings,  Montreal,  Canada.) 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  ISejttemhvr  30,  IRGl. 
Albert  G.  Davis,  Esq.,  Washington  City. 

Sir  :  This  Department  having  occasion  for  the  services  of  a  discreet 
and  active  man  on  the  Northern  frontiers  to  detect  and  arrest  disloyal 
l)ersons,  especially  those  who  may  be  the  agents  of  the  insurrectionary 
States,  you  are  hereby  appointed  for  that  purpose  at  a  compensation  of 
$100  a  month  for  the  next  two  months,  of  which  you  will  receive  here 
an  advance  of  $100.  You  will  be  particularly  on  the  watch  for  such 
persons  who  may  pass  into  or  from  Canada  on  their  way  to  or  from 
Europe.  In  case  any  well-founded  suspicion  sliall  be  entertained 
against  any  such  person  you  will  arrest  him,  secure  his  papeis  and  give 
immediate  notice  by  telegraph  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  /September  30, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Several  weeks  ago  a  party  of  twenty- four  persons  were  captured 
near  North  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  lower  harbor,  on  their  way  to  a 
sloop  which  was  to  take  them  to  the  lower  part  of  Maryland.  It  was 
ascertained  to  our  satisfaction  that  some  of  them  intended  to  join  the 
Confederate  Army,  and  we  supposed  that  was  the  destination  of  all, 
but  we  were  satisfied  afterward  that  many  of  them  were  going  to  the 
lower  counties  in  this  State  to  get  Avork.  About  the  time  they  were 
captured  orders  were  received  from  Lieutenant-General  Scott  to  send 
our  prisoners  to  New  York,  and  twenty-two  were  accordingly  sent  there. 
Two  have  been  releasedby  your  order,  one  of  them  (Dennis  Kelly)having 
been  claimed  as  a  British  subject.  The  whole  transaction  has  been 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  police,  and  it  has  resulted  in  the  con- 
viction that  twelve  of  them  ought  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oa,th 
of  allegiance.  They  are  all"  laborers  or  mechanics  and  of  no  social 
importance.  It  is  believed  that  their  first  purpose  was  to  find  employ- 
ment in  the  lower  part  of  this  State;  and  even  if  there  was  a  contin- 
gent design  in  case  of  failure  of  going  to  Virginia  it  is  believed  that 
they  have  been  suflSciently  punished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


New  York,  September  30,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward. 

My  Dear  Goternor  :  I  have  received  your  official  letter  of  the  28th 
instant  in  which  you  say  that  you  have  directed  Colonel  Loomis,  the 
officer  in  command  at  Fort  Columbus,  to  permit  me  to  make  a  single 
visit  in  the  presence  of  an  officer  to  the  prisoner  George  Armistead 
Appleton,  and  that  fearing  the  precedent  will  lead  to  much  annoyance 
if  not  abuse  you  have  reluctantly  granted  the  permission.  I  certainly 
will  do  nothing  to  annoy  you,  and  I  therefore  hasten  to  remove  your 
fears  by  saying  that  I  shall  not  avail  myself  of  the  permission  which  you 
have  so  kindly  granted.  At  the  same  time  I  ought  to  say  that  I  should 
not  have  asked  the  permission  from  Mr.  Cameron  if  I  had  not  been  told 
by  Mr.  Weed  that  he  had  been  allowed  to  visit  the  prisoners  in  Fort 
Lafayette.    I  supposed  that  that  precedent  warranted  my  application. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kindness  and  apologizing  for  the  trouble  I  have 
given  you,  I  am,  as  ever,  very  faithfully,  yours, 

SAML.  BLATCHPOED. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WasMnaton,  September  30, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Gommanding  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say  that  he  has  been  informed 
obstacles  have  been  thrown  in  the  way  of  Mrs.  Gelston's  sending  jjro- 
visions,  &c.,  to  the  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  general  wishes 
you  to  permit  proper  articles  to  be  sent  in  such  mode  as  you  may  indi- 
cate, and  to  see  that  all  respect  is  shown  to  the  benevolent  lady  in 
question. 
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The  general  does  not  assent  to  your  proposition  in  regard  to  the  family 
of  Lieutenant  Wood. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  I).  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  2, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal: 

(For  Colonel  Loomis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.) 
Eelease  on  taking  oath  of  allegiance  William  F.  McKewen,  Benjamin 
F.  McCawley,  John  Williams,  Patrick  Crohan,  James  Campbell,  Alexan- 
der Conner,  Frederick  ToUenback,  Patrick  Conway,  Samuel  David- 
son, George  Gosswell,  Philip  Cassidy,  George  Summers. 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McBenry,  Baltimore. 

Generai.  :  I  inclose  a  letter*  of  the  28th  ultimo  and  its  accompani- 
ments addressed  to  Mr.  Cameron  by  J.  Hopkins  Tarr,  from  Denton,  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  relative  to  Judge  R.  B.  Carmichael,  of 
that  quarter.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  functionary  should  be  arrested 
even  in  his  court  if  need  be  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  You  may 
proceed  accordingly. 

I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Permit  the  Hon.  William  H.  Ludlow  to  visit  any  of  the  prison- 
ers confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  at  such  times  as  he  may  desire  to  do  so. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 

John  E.  Ward,  Esq., 

Care  of  Messrs.  Barring  Brothers  &  Co.,  London. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  Quebec, 
27th  ultimo,*  and  now  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  you  the  pass- 
port in  accordance  with  your  request.  Owing  to  the  representations  of 
persons  who  it  appears  accompanied  you  from  the  South,  it  was  deemed 
proper,  with  a  due  regard  for  the  public  safety,  to  obstruct  you  in  the 
progress  of  your  journey;  but  circumstances  have  since  transpired 
which  call  for  the  "removal  of  such  restrictions,  and  the  accompanying 
]>assport  is  therefore  forwarded  to  yon.  If  you  deem  it  proper  to 
destroy  this  communicaticni  you  are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 

E.  L.  O.  Adams,  Portland,  Me.  : 

Do  not  arrest  John  E.  Ward. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


•  Not  found. 
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(Copies  of  the.  above  also  sent  to  Jonathan  Amory,  U.  S.  dispatch 
agent,  Boston,  Mass.;  Hiram  Dunn,  Eouse's  Point,  N.  Y.;  HoUis 
White,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. ;  W.  H.  Barse,  Detroit,  Mich.;  John  C. 
Miller,  Chicago,  111.,  and  Joshua  E.  Giddings,  Montreal,  Canada.) 


New  York,  Gctoher  3,  1801. 
W.  n.  Seward: 

The  prisoners  in  Fort  Columbus  ordered  discharged  by  your  telegram 
have  no  money  to  return  to  Baltimore.  Shall  I  purchase  tickets,  or 
will  you  send  passes?    Answer. 

ROBEET  MUEEAY, 

U.  IS.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  GiDEOJV  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

Sir  :  Application  having  been  made  to  this  Department  for  inter- 
course with  persons  on  board  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton  under- 
stood to  have  been  captured  off  Charleston  I  will  thank  you  for  such 
information  as  may  be  in  the  Navy  Department  in  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  capture  in  order  that  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing the  application  may  be  determined. 

I  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Moses  H.  Grinnell,  Esq.,  Wen-  York. 

Sir  :  Your  letter"  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received.  It  is  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests  to  grant  passes  to  visit  the 
insurrectionary  States,  and  no  exception  can  with  propriety  be  made 
in  favor  of  "  the  sister  of  the  wife  of  an  ofllcer  of  distinction  in  the 
Southern  army." 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4,  18(11. 
Hiram  Walworth,  Esq.,  Plattsburg,  if.  Y. 

Sir:  This  Department  desires  to  employ  you  as  a  confidential  agent 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Government  to  prevent  disloyal  iier- 
sons,  especially  those  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents,  from  passing 
through  Plattsburg.  For  this  iiurpose  if  you  should  obtain  informa- 
tion on  which  you  may  rely  that  any  person  is  likely  to  iiass  that  way 
you  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  him,  have  him  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort 
Lafayette,  N.  Y.  Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $50  a  month. 
You  will  also  be  allowed  any  reasonable  expenses  which  you  may  incur 
in  the  discharge  of  your  duties. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


*  Not  found. 
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Philadelphia,  October  i,  1861. 
Hon.  Thomas  A.  Scott,  Asmiant  Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  paragraph  appears  uuder  the  Washiiigtou  correspond- 
ence in  the  North  American  and  Ledger  of  this  date : 

Certain  charges  having  been  preferred  [against]  the  Adams  Express  Company  in 
the  matter  of  carrying  letters,  &.c.,  to  and  from  the  South  it  [is]  reported  to-day  that 
these  charges  will  be  brought  before  the  courts,  when  the  accused  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  their  falsity  or  correctness.  It  is  understood  that  some  other 
matters  are  also  on  the  list  against  this  firm  which  will  come  up  at  the  same  time. 
Tlie  company  as  a  general  thing  stands  in  high  favor  here,  and  it  is  the  impression 
that  the  suit  will  not  damage  them  very  materially. 

I  propose  to  make  some  one  responsible  for  the  statements  of  this 
character,  and  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whether  the  above  is  justi- 
fied by  any  actions  of  your  Department,  or  by  any  facts  within  your 
knowledge. 

Eesiiectfully, 

E.  S.  SANFOED, 
General  Superintendent  Adams  Express  Company. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  October  rj,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  4th  instant  and  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Commander  S.  P. 
Lee's  report  dated  August  21,  1861,  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner 
Henry  Middleton. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

[Inclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Vandalia,  Off  Charleston,  August  21, 1861. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Wavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  according  to  law  the  inclosed  list  of  the  ofBcers  and 
crew  of  this  ship  being  a  complete  list  of  all  those  who  were  captured  and 
of  all  who  were  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  schooner  Henry 
Middleton  of  103  tons,  built  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  owned  in  Charleston 
and  cleared  from  Charleston  for  Liverpool  with  a  cargo  of  496  casks  of 
spirits  of  turpentine  and  65  barrels  of  rosin. 

The  Henry  Middleton  was  discovered  at  daylight  this  morning  run- 
ning the  blockade  off  Charleston  and  was  captured  by  the  Vandalia  at 
1  p.  m.  today  in  latitude  31°  58'  N.,  longitude  79°  15'  W.,  after  a  chase 
of  eight  hours  and  about  fifty  miles  in  a  southeast  direction  from 
Charleston  Bar. 

It  appears  that  the  Henry  Middleton  was  intended  hereafter  to  take 
out  privateer  papers.  She  was  captured  with  the  secession  flag  flying  at 
her  peak  and  had  a  full  set  of  papers  from  the  Confederate  States  of 

The  Henry  Middleton  is  ordered  into ,  and  I  recommend  that 

she  should  be  fitted  as  a  temporary  light-boat  for  the  use  of  the  squad- 
ron off  Charleston. 

KespectfuUy,  yours, 

S.  PHILLIPS  LEE, 

Commander. 
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^Sfav  Yokk,  Octohcr  5,  ^1967. 
Hou.  W,  H.  Sewakd: 

The  eleven  prisoners  discharged  from  Fort  Columbus  are  entirely 
destitute.    Shall  I  furnish  them  with  means  to  get  to  Baltimore? 

R.  MURRAY, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  5,  18G1. 
Robert  Murray,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  York: 

Furnish  the  prisoners  referred  to  in  your  telegram  with  means  to 
reach  Baltimore. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Natt  Department,  Washington,  October  n,  18C1. 
Benjamin  P.  Loyall, 

Late  Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy,  New  York. 
Sir  :  Having  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  your  name  has  by  direction  of  the  President  been  stricken  from 
the  roUs  of  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


U.  S.  Military  Prison,  Thirteenth  Street, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  About  five  weeks  ago  Ward  H.  Lamon,  marshal  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  accompanied  by  a  squad  of  cavalry  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  arrested  me  at  my  residence  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  and 
brought  me  immediately  to  this  place  where  I  have  ever  since  been 
kept  in  close  confinement.  I  have  no  oflScial  information  of  the  cause 
of  my  arrest  and  detention  here,  but  from  what  Marshal  Lamon  has 
said  to  friends  of  mine  who  have  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  I 
am  led  to  believe  it  is  owing  to  the  course  of  a  newspaper  published 
under  the  title  of  the  Hagerstown  Mail.  If  I  have  permitted  anything 
to  appear  in  that  paper  inconsistent  with  my  rights  and  duties  as  an 
American  citizen  I  have  done  it  under  a  mistaken  conception  of  those 
rights  and  duties  and  not  from  a  deliberate  purpose  to  do  wrong.  If 
the  tone  of  the  paper  has  been  disloy  il  I  am  willing  to  change  it,  as  I 
have  no  wish  to  do  anything  incon^l'^teut  with  my  obligations  to  the 
Government  of  my  country.  I  ackn.  ,, ledge  that  I  owe  allegiance  to 
the  G-overnment  of  the  United  States  as  established  by  the  Constitution 
and  laws  thereof,  and  this  allegiance  I  am  now  satisfied  is  paramount 
to  any  allegiance  I  may  owe  to  any  State  government.  I  recognize  in 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln  the  lawfully  elected  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  will  not  knowingly  do  any  act  calculated  to  deprive 
him  of  his  just  powers  and  authority  as  such.  I  ardently  desire  the 
perpetuation  of  the  union  of  these  States,  and  deejdy  regret  that  the 
disafl'ected  portion  of  my  countrymen  did  not  seek  redress  for  their 
alleged  grievances  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  Born 
and  reared  in  Pennsylvania,  married  in  Virginia,  and  domiciled  in 
Maryland  where  all  my  children  have  been  born,  all  the  tender  feelings 
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that  cluster  around  my  heart  constrain  me  to  hope  that  neither  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  nor  the  Potomac  Eiver  shall  ever  mark  the  boundary 
of  my  country. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  represent  that  I  have  pecuniary  obligations 
which  can  only  be  met  by  the  proceeds  of  my  labor;  that  my  pecuniary 
attairs  are  suffering  from  my  absence  from  home,  and  that  should  my 
detention  here  be  of  long  duration  I  shall  be  ruined  in  a  pecuniary 
sense,  and  my  creditors  will  be  injured  and  my  wife  and  two  little  chil- 
dren deprived  of  the  comforts  they  have  been  accustomed  to.  I  would 
also  beg  leave  to  state  that  my  father,  now  about  82  years  of  age, 
and  who  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  1812,  is  affected  with 
asthma  and  heart  disease,  and  I  am  informed  that  his  bodily  infirmities 
have  been  greatly  aggravated  by  mental  anxiety  on  my  account.  I  am 
informed  on  the  authority  of  his  physician  that  any  one  of  his  frequent 
attacks  may  prove  fatal.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  myself  am  suffering 
in  health.  Accustomed  to  an  active  life  and  to  much  exercise  in  the 
open  air  my  close  confinement  operates  injuriously  upon  me.  I  have 
been  afflicted  with  boils  for  several  weeks  past,  and  at  this  time  have  a 
dreadfully  sore  hand  and  arm  from  that  cause. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leavp  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  direct  my 
immediate  release.  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  the  oath  administered  to 
Mr.  Gordon,  of  Maryland,  who  was  formerly  confined  in  the  same  room 
with  me,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  take  and  subscribe  the  same  and 
faithfully  abide  by  it. 

Eespectfdlly,  yours,  &c., 

DANIEL  DBCKAKT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th  day  of  October,  1861. 

JNO.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  Yorlc,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  »  »  *  I  have  also  transferred  the  privateers  taken  from  on 
board  the  Dixie  and  York  to  the  city  prison.  But  the  sailors  confined 
at  Fort  Lafayette  for  running  the  blockade  have  refused  to  enlist  in  the 
TJ.  S.  service,  and  therefore  are  still  confined.  The  twelve  prisoners 
sent  from  Baltimore  to  Port  Columbus  have  also  been  discharged  upon 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Yours,  respectfully,  _  ,,^^_^  .  ,. 

'  ROBERT  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade, 

Alexandria,  Va.,  October  5, 1861. 

General  W.  B,  Franklin, 

Commanding  Troops  in  Front  of  Alexandria. 
General:  Several  Union  men  have  recently  been  arrested  by  the 
enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Accotink.  On  Saturday  last  three  worthy  and 
inoffensive  men  were  taken  from  their  houses  solely  on  account  of  their 
sympathy  with  the  Government.  I  have  to-day  caused  the  arrest  of 
two  open  and  avowed  secessionists  residing  in  the  same  neighborhood. 
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I  am  confident  that  the  retention  of  these  men  as  prisoners  for  a  few 
days  will  have  a  wholesome  effect,  and  will  tend  to  restore  quiet  in  the 
vicinity  of  Accotink  by  convincing  the  enemy  that  the  practice  of  cap- 
turing unarmed  men  is  one  which  can  be  followed  by  both  sides. 

Mr.  Nevitt  (one  of  the  men  arrested)  frankly  admits  that  he  is  a 
secessionist;  that  he  has  suflBcient  influence  with  the  enemy  to  secure 
the  discharge  of  parties  arrested  by  them;  that  he  has  been  to  Fairfax 
and  secured  the  release  of  some  of  his  Union  friends.  All  this  he 
freely  admits.  There  is  no  doubt  about  his  position.  Mr.  Lee  occupies 
the  same  position.  He  admits  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  Government; 
that  his  house  is  often  visited  by  the  enemy,  and  that  some  of  his  family 
are  in  the  army.  I  think  the  position  of  both  is  sufficiently  defined  by 
themselves  to  justify  the  Government  in  retaining  them  as  hostages  for 
the  good  treatment  of  their  neighbors  and  our  friends  who  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  have  therefore  placed  them  in  the  charge 
of  the  provost-marshal  at  Alexandria  to  be  held  until  further  orders. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers. 

[Indorsement.] 

EespectfuUy  forwarded  to  the  commanding  general  for  his  informa- 
tion. 

I  recommend  that  these  two  men  be  sent  to  Washington  for  imprison- 
ment until  further  orders.  I  have  no  doubt  that  through  information 
given  by  them  arrests  of  Union  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Acotink  have 
been  made. 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  October  6, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch*  from 
Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Boston,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  an 
attested  copy  of  an  af&davit  which  accompanied  it. 

I  beg  to  recommend  to  favorable  consideration  the  request  to  which 
they  refer  that  the  master  of  the  British  schooner  Revere,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  detained  at  Fortress  Monroe,  may  appear  at  Boston  as  a 
witness  for  the  defense  of  the  vessel  before  the  prize  court  at  that 
city. 

I  desire  also  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which 
the  master  and  crew  of  the  Revere  appears  to  have  been  treated,  and 
especially  to  the  fact  of  two  of  the  crew  having  been  kept  (as  it  would 
seem  very  unnecessarily)  in  irons. 

I  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  return  the  attested  copy  of  the 
afQdavit  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 
LYONS. 

*  Not  found. 
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HotTSB  OF  EePEESENTATIVES, 

Washington  City,  October  7, 1861. 
Secretary  op  State. 

Sir  :  I  Tras  informed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  some  days 
since  that  he  had  referred  to  you  the  application  of  Mr.  Isaac  Miller, 
an  employe  of  the  Government  at  the  arsenal  in  this  city,  against 
■nliom  charges  of  disloyalty  had  been  preferred  and  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee,  for  restoration  of  his  former  place  from  which  he 
had  been  removed  on  the  report  to  the  evidence  in  his  case  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  a  request  that  he  should  be  reinstated  if  on 
hearing  his  statement  you  should  be  satisfied  that  lie  was  loyal. 

The  evidence  before  the  committee  disclose  the  facts  that  Mr.  Miller 
had  for  more  than  forty  years  been  the  recipient  of  the  bounty  of  the 
Government;  that  his  only  son  is  now  in  the  rebel  army  in  open  arms 
against  the  Government;  that  his  wife  and  daughter  now  living  in  this 
city  are  open  and  bold  in  their  declarations  of  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  Miller  himself  expressed  his  gratification  at  the  attack 
made  upon  the  Massachusetts  troops  in  Baltimore.  1  desire  to  be 
informed  if  any  part  of  this  testimony  was  transmitted  to  you  by  the 
President,  or  was  before  you  when  you  examined  the  matter;  and  also 
if  Mr.  Miller  has  been  restored  to  his  former  position  by  virtue  of  the 
instructions  sent  you  by  the  President? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J^O.  F.  POTTEE, 
Chairman  of  Committee  of  Investigation. 


Kew  York,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  Cameron  : 
One  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette.    All  full. 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  TJ.  S.  Army. 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Xo.  5.  J  Louisville,  Ky.,  October  7,  1861. 

The  commanding  general  learns  with  deep  regret  that  arrests  are 
being  made  in  some  parts  of  the  State  upon  the  slightest  and  most 
trivial  grounds.  He  desires  the  civil  authorities  and  orders  the  niili- 
tary  not  to  make  any  arrests  except  where  the  parties  are  attempting 
to  loin  the  rebels  or  are  engaged  in  giving  aid  or  information  to  them, 
and  in  all  cases  the  evidence  must  be  such  as  will  convict  them  before 
a  court  of  justice.  In  some  cases  it  is  understood  that  the  home 
guards  have  gone  into  adjoining  counties  and  arrested  and  carried  off 
parties  who  have  been  quietly  remaining  at  home  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  they  would  not  be  interfered  with,  provided  that  they  did 
nothing  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  proclamation  bearing  date  of 
September  24,  issued  from  these  headquarters.  Some  instances  are 
mentioned  of  persons  having  been  arrested  and  taken  out  of  the  State. 

This  is  all  contrary  to  what  the  commanding  general  has  declared  to 
be  his  wish,  and  he  trusts  it  will  not  be  repeated. 

It  is  believed  that  many  of  those  who  at  one  time  sympathized  with 
rebellion  are  desirous  of  returning  to  their  allegiance  and  wish  to 
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remain  quietly  at  home  attending  to  their  business.  A  conciliatory,  fair 
course  pursued  toward  such  persons  will  join  them  to  our  cause;  the 
reverse  may  force  them  into  the  ranks  of  oiir  enemies. 

The  commanding  general  entreats  and  urges  his  fellow-citizens  to 
discountenance  and  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  these  ill-timed  and 
unlawful  arrests,  and  to  aid  him  in  keeping  peace  among  ourselves. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-G-eneral  Anderson : 

OLIVEE  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


FoET  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  7, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army,  Washington. 
Sib  ;  *  *  *  The  General-in-Chief  is  hereby  informed  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  has  this  day  sent  here  twenty  prisoners,  which 
swells  the  number  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  to  133.  The  General- 
in-Chief  is  well  aware  from  reports  sent  from  these  headquarters  of 
the  capacity  of  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  7, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army. 
SiE :  I  have  received  the  following  prisoners  by  order  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  the  Navy : 
Officers — G.  A.  Shackleford,  G.  W.  Barnard,  G.  O.  Van  Amringe. 
Men — John    Johnson,   Edward    O'Neil,  Elijah    Simmons,  Edward 
Heinrichs,  George  Parker,  James  B.  Hoggard,  William  F.  Capehart, 
Erick  Brundeen,  WiUiam  Brown,  Perry  White,  Carthwright  Thompson, 
J.  A.  Douglass,  John  Murphy,  Isaac  Swindle,  Edward  Baum,  Sterling 
F.  Newton,  Eobert  S.  Grissons. 

I  have  also  received  Oapt.  Michael  Berry,*  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Third  Artillery. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  8, 1861. 
Edwin  C.  Peters,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  an  assistant  of  HoUis  White,  esq., 
for  the  arrest  and  detention  of  persons  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents 
in  this  country  and  of  notorious  disloyalty.  Your  particular  instruc- 
tions you  will  receive  from  Mr.  White  himself.  Your  compensation 
will  be  at  the  rate  of  $50  a  month. 
r  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


See  case  of  Berry,  p.  933. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  8, 1861. 
KoBERT  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  As  the  prison  seems  to  be  crowded  you  will  release  the  sailors 
(uot  privateers)  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  if  they  desire  it.    If 
not  exercise  your  discretion  whether  to  do  so  without. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  /Secretary. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  Attorney  for 

THE  District  of  New  Jersey, 

Newark,  October  8, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  to-day  seized  107  patented  machines  for  sharpening  cot- 
ton gins.  Burden's  patent,  said  to  be  almost  indispensable  at  the  South. 
They  were  made  by  James  T.  Cochrane,  of  this  city,  and  were  just 
packed  and  ready  to  be  sent  away.  I  learn  that  he  has  been  sending 
them  West  during  the  summer  to  be  smuggled  to  Tennessee.  A  man 
named  Wormell  came  here  from  the  South  in  May  to  superintend  the 
work  and  has  been  here  ever  since.  Knowing  that  Cochrane  had  made 
these  machines  I  cautioned  him  in  May  against  sending  any  South.  He 
promised  not  to  do  so  but  the  proof  is  clear  that  he  has.  Is  it  best  to 
take  any  proceedings  against  them? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 


Stamford,  Conn.,  October  8, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  in  an  accidental 
interview  with  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  a  resident  of  Cuba,  I 
was  informed  that  Mr.  C.  J.  Helm,  our  former  consul-general  to  Havana, 
was  making  preparations  to  return  to  Havana  as  an  agent  for  the  Con- 
federate Government.  His  intimate  connection  with  Mr.  Breckinridge, 
and  close  Mendship  with  G.  W.  Smith,  now  a  major-general  in  the  rebel 
army,  added  to  his  own  well-known  proclivities  render  such  a  thing 
highly  probable,  and  as  he  might  do  us  some  hurt  in  Cuba  from  his 
former  position  there  I  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  preventing 
his  departure  from  the  country  in  any  of  the  Havana  steamers. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  W.  SHUFELDT. 


Navy  Department,  October  9, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  this  day 
sent  to  Flag  OfBcer  L.  M.  Goldsborongh,  commanding  North  Atlantic 
Blockading  Squadron,  with  regard  to  flags  of  truce  between  Fort 
Monroe  and  Norfolk,  Va. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  GIDEON  WELLES. 
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Navy  Depar'J'ment,  October  0, 1861. 

Flag  Ofacer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  detriment  to  the  public  interests  arising 
from  the  frequency  of  flags  of  truce  passing  between  Port  Monroe  and 
Norfolk  it  is  hereby  directed  that  hereafter  all  correspondence  is  to  be 
confined  to  the  prisoners  at  New  York  and  other  places,  no  one  of  whom 
is  to  be  allowed  to  write  oftener  than  once  a  month,  and  then  the  letter 
must  not  exceed  six  lines.  All  letters  are  to  be  open  and  to  undergo 
the  usual  inspection.  No  flag  of  truce  is  hereafter  to  convey  any  per- 
son from  Fort  Monroe  except  by  the  special  authority  of  the  proper 
department  at  Washington. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


Fort  Hamilton, 
New  York  Marbur,  Wednesday^  October  9,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Staten. 
Sir  :  Pursuant  to  your  dispatch  of  the  8th  to  Marshal  Murray  the 
following  prisoners  have  been  discharged  and  I  herewith  inclose  their 
oaths  of  allegiance :  Thomas  Kelly,  Charles  Williams,  Stephen  Bennett, 
James  B.  Hoggard,  William  F.  Capehart,  Oarthwright  Thompson,  John 
Murphy,  Perry  White  and  Isaac  Swindle. 

In  consultation  with  Marshal  Murray  I  have  discharged  the  following 
foreigners:  Edward  Heinrichs,  Erick  Brundeen,  John  Johnson,  George 
Parker,  William  Brown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  ok  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  9,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood, 

Commanding  at  Cambridge,  Md. 
General:  All  the  disunion  companies  in  Queen  Anne's  County 
should  be  disarmed.  I  much  prefer  that  you  should  do  the  work  with 
your  Delaware  troops.  Arms  and  prisoners  should  be  sent  here.  I  am 
trying  to  get  a  steamer  to  put  at  your  disposal.  If  I  do  not  succeed  I 
must  send  you  our  tug  at  Annapolis.  We  can  spare  her  two  or  three 
days  in  a  week. 

If  you  can  get  any  legitimate  authority,  executive  or  military,  in 
Delaware  to  direct  the  disbandment  or  disarming  of  companies  in  that 
State  it  should  be  done.  In  that  case  I  think  the  arms  bad  better  be 
deposited  at  Fort  Delaware.  I  have  been  urging  the  Government  for 
two  months  to  send  a  force  into  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties, 
Va.,  and  break  up  the  rebel  camps  there.  General  McClellan  encour- 
aged me  to  believe  that  it  would  be  done  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be 
delayed  much  longer. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  \()urs, 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 
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Cleveland.  Columbus  and  Cincinnati  E.  R,  Company, 

Glevelcmd,  Ohio,  October  9,  1861. 
A.  (i.  Lawrence,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  September  15  came  to  hand  just  as  I  was  leav- 
ing home.  I  placed  it  under  a  pile  of  letters  lying  on  my  desk  for  future 
examination  that  it  might  be  out  of  sight,  and  having  been  absent  much 
of  the  time  since  it  entirely  slipped  my  mind  until  yesterday;  in  over- 
hauling my  unanswered  letters  I  discovered  it.  This  is  my  excuse  for 
not  replying  at  an  earlier  date.  In  regard  to  the  conversation  of  Mr. 
Henry  Garrett,  of  Baltimore,  to  which  I  was  an  unwilling  and  exasper- 
ated listener,  it  was  not  as  relating  to  what  he  had  done  or  intended  to  do 
but  was  of  a  bombastic  and  boasting  character;  of  the  high  tone  and 
ability  of  the  rebel  officers  and  men ;  of  the  great  deeds  they  had  done 
and  were  to  do;  of  the  large  number,  wealth  and  character  of  the  men 
Baltimore  had  ftirnished  the  Southern  army;  that  they  would  soon  have 
President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet,  and  much  more  of  the  same  sort 
that  I  cannot  now  recollect.  I  looked  upon  it  as  the  gossiping  of  a 
weak-headed  man.  That  he  would  be  an  active  traitor  to  the  Govern- 
ment had  he  the  ability  I  have  but  little  doubt,  but  unless  I  much  mis- 
judge him  he  has  not  capacity  to  benefit  the  enemies  or  injure  the  friends 
of  the  Government.  I  hardly  think  if  bagged  he  would  be  worth  the 
ammunition  used  to  bring  him  down. 

Hoping  that  aU  the  enemies  of  the  country  may  be  speedily  subju- 
gated, 1  am,  truly,  yours, 

'  L.  M.  HUBBY. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  October  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant  and  inclosures  relative  to  the  captain  and  crew  of  the 
schooner  Revere  recently  captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge.  The 
Department  has  directed  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion  the  release 
of  the  captain  of  the  Revere  if  in  custody  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
has  written  for  an  explanation*  of  the  harsh  treatment  alleged  to  have 
been  inflicted  upon  certain  of  the  crew  of  the  Revere. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  10,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  fiirnish  this  Department  at  your 
earliest  convenience -with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  now  in  your  custody  at 
Forts  Lafayette  and  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor,  and  by  whose 
authority  they  were  committed,  together  with  the  date  of  their  recep- 
tion by  you? 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

(Same  to  General  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  and  General  John  B. 
Wool,  Port  Monroe.)  


» See  Welles  to  Seward,  November  23,  with  its  inclosures,  p.  158. 
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IT.  S.  Maeshax.'s  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  October  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  in  your  telegram  of  yester- 
day I  immediately  proceeded  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  administered  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  William  F.  Capehart,  John  Murphy,  Perry  White, 
Isaac  Swindle,  Carthwright  Thompson,  James  B.  Hoggard,  Stephen  Ben- 
nett, Charles  Williams  and  Tliomas  Kelly,  who  were  immediately  dis- 
charged. Edward  Heinrichs,  a  Prussian;  Brick  Brundeen,  John  John- 
son, William  Brown,  Swedes,  and  George  Parker,  an  Englishman,  being 
foreigners  and  the  first  four  entirely  ignorant  of  our  language  I  dis- 
charged without  administering  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  was  obliged 
from  their  utter  state  of  destitution  to  farnish  them  with  sufiBcient  funds 
to  reach  the  city.    *    *    * 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

EOBEKT  MUREAY, 

JJ.  S.  Marshal. 


Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  10,  1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters  Army. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  statements  of  deserters  from  the  enemy, 
sent  here  by  Colonel  Brown,  commanding  Fort  Pickens.    I  have  this 
day  ordered  their  release  by  authority  of  yours  of  7th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery. 

[InclosTire.] 

Almond  Rice,  Angelica,  N.  Y.,  was  a  steam-boat  man  on  the  Missis- 
sippi; could  not  get  away  from  New  Orleans;  was  obliged  to  enlist  in 
the  rebel  army,  go  to  prison  or  starve;  belonged  to  the  so-called  rebel 
Marine  Corps;  was  sent  to  the  Warrington  Navy- Yard  about  the  1st  of 
May;  was  part  of  the  time  in  the  navy-yard  and  part  of  the  time  on 
board  the  privateer  Judith.  When  he  first  went  to  Pensacola  Har- 
bor thinks  there  were  about  10,000  troops  there.  That  number  was 
after[ward]  reduced  to  about  6,000,  and  they  had  about  that  many 
when  he  left.  Thinks  there  were  about  four  or  seven  guns  left  in  Fort 
Macon;  the  rest  were  sent  to  Pensacola.  There  were  four  guns  (42s 
and  32s)  between  the  navy-yard  and  the  bayou  bridge  toward  Pensa- 
cola. Most  of  the  machinery  had  been  removed  from  the  navy-yard, 
but  the  rebels  were  still  casting  shot  and  shell  at  the  foundry.  Had 
been  a  sailor  on  board  of  the  sloop  of  war  Albany;  paid  off  in  1849  or 
1850.  There  were  three  companies  of  marines  (250),  nearly  all  North- 
ern men,  and  a  Louisiana  infantry  regiment  about  900  strong  in  the 
navy-yard;  will  go  home  when  released  if  ho  can  get  there. 

John  Matthews, Madison, lud.,  says  he  was  a  steam-boat  man;  joined 
the  rebel  forces  at  New  Orleans;  was  out  of  money  and  could  not  get 
away;  was  put  in  the  parish  prison  and  kept  there  twenty  days;  was 
afterward  impressed  in  rebel  service;  was  sent  to  the  Warrington 
navy-yard  on  the  2l8t  of  April;  was  attached  to  the  marines  and 
quartered  in  the  navy-yard.    The  greater  part  of  the  marines  are 
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Northern  men,  and  would  take  the  first  opportunity  to  get  away ;  were 
very  much  dissatisfied.  Thinks  there  were  about  7,000  men  under  arms 
on  the  rebel  side;  will  go  home  when  released;  does  not  know  much 
about  the  strength  or  location  of  the  batteries  on  the  rebel  side;  was 
pretty  constantly  in  the  guard-boat. 

Samuel  Beuham,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  says  he  had  been  a  man-of-war's 
man  on  board  of  the  Savannah;  was  paid  off  about  a  year  ago;  was 
impressed  in  the  rebel  service  at  New  Orleans;  was  attached  to  the 
Marine  Corps  and  sent  to  Pensacola  Harbor  about  the  Ist  of  May,  1861. 
Was  put  on  board  schooner  Judith  and  went  out  at  night  in  the  coast- 
guard boat.  Thinks  when  he  first  went  to  Pensacola  the  rebels  had 
about  15,000  men,  but  when  he  left  thinks  they  had  only  6,000  or  7,000; 
knows  but  little  about  the  strength  or  location  of  the  rebel  batteries; 
will  go  home  when  released. 

Daniel  E.  Smith,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  says  he  was  a  boatman  on  the 
Mississippi;  was  impressed  in  the  rebel  service,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Warrington  Navy- Yard  with  the  marines  about  the  1st  of  May;  was 
closely  questioned  by  Colonel  Brown  at  Fort  Pickens,  and  his  answers 
taken  down  in  writing;  gave  Colonel  Brown  all  the  information  he 
possessed. 

B.  F.  Lidy,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  says  he  was  a  steam-boat  man;  was  im- 
pressed into  the  rebel  service  at  New  Orleans ;  was  sent  with  the  rebel 
marines  to  Warrington  Navy-Yard  about  the  26th  of  Ajjril  last.  Says 
the  marines  are  mostly  either  Northern  men  or  foreign  born,  and  thinks 
all  but  about  fifty  would  leave  if  they  could  get  a  good  chance.  Gives 
same  information  as  the  others;  says  the  Lovell  battery,  near  the 
light-house,  has  10,  8,  and  6  inch  guns  (three  guns),  all  covered  In  with 
earth  on  timbers  about  six  feet  thick;  will  go  home  when  released. 

Ovid  P.  Keno,  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  says  he  is  a  boatman;  joined  the 
rebel  service  at  New  Orleans;  was  impressed;  was  attached  to  the 
marines  and  sent  to  Warrington  Navy-Yard.  Gives  same  information 
as  others. 

John  Harmon,  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  says  he  was  in  New  Orleans; 
could  not  get  work;  enlisted  to  keep  from  starving,  intending  to  desert 
so  soon  as  he  had  a  chance  to  get  home;  belonged  to  the  marines;  was 
sent  with  them  to  Pensacola;  says  the  batteries  between  the  navy-yard 
and  Pensacola  were  washed  away;  knows  nothing  about  the  other  bat- 
teries. There  are  a  good  many  Northern  men  in  the  rebel  marines,  all 
of  whom  will  take  the  first  opportunity  to  get  home. 

Kelly  and  Booth  absent. 

The  above  men  were  all  examined  by  me,  and  the  above  seems  to  be 
all  the  information  they  possess. 

H.  B.  CIjIIZ, 
Major  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


State  of  New  York,  Executive  Depaetment, 

Albany,  October  10, 1861. 

Colonel  LooMis,  U.  S.  Army,     ,    ^  ,     ^   ,_       ^    i  n-^ 
Commanding  at  Governor's  Island,  New  York  City. 
Colonel:  I  am  directed  by  Governor  Morgan  to  inquire  if  the  politi- 
cal prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  are  supplied  with  a  chaplam.    He  has 
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been  requested  to  recommend  a  Lutheran  clergyman  for  the  position 
but  has  declined  to  do  so,  presuming  that  there  is  already  a  chaplain  at 
the  post,  and  awaits  your  reply. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

L.  L.  DOTY, 
Private  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
The  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  6th  instant  relating  to  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  schooner 
Revere  recently  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Cambridge,  and  in  reply 
to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter*  of  yesterday  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  informing  me  that  the  release  of  the  captain  of  the  Revere, 
if  in  custody  at  Fortress  Monroe,  has  been  ordered  and  explanations 
required  in  regard  to  the  crew. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  offer  to  your  lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
A.  Q.  Keasbey,  U.  8.  Attorney,  NewarTc,  N.  J.: 

Arrest  Cochrane  and  Wormell.    Send  them  to  Fort  Lafayette.    Libel 
their  property. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Offices  of  Bowdoin,  Larocqtjes  &  Barlow, 

New  York,  October  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  d&c. 

Sir  :  1  have  by  mail  to-day  from  Old  Point  a  letter  from  the  Hon- 
orable Alfred  Ely  dated  at  Richmond,  September  20,  urging  me  to 
apply  to  certain  personal  friends  in  Virginia  in  his  behalf,  and  1  have 
another  similar  letter  from  another  prisoner  in  confinement  there.  While 
1  fear  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  be  of  much  service  to  these  gentlemen  I 
will  exert  any  influence  that  I  may  have  in  their  behalf  on  being 
informed  that  a  correspondence  strictly  limited  to  this  object  is  not 
objected  to  by  my  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

SAMUEL  L.  M.' BARLOW. 


Detroit,  October  ll,  1861. 
Hon.  P.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Dear  Sir:  #  *  *  i  gent  Da  Costa  forward  Wednesday,  9th 
Instant,  evening  train;  he  arrives  at  New  York  this  a.  m.  A.G.  Davis 
called  here  last  Saturday  and  left  Tuesday  for  Halifax.  There  should 
be  a  man  at  Toronto  and  CoUingwood,  Canada  West.  I  must  have 
help ;  it  is  taking  up  too  much  of  my  time. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BARSE. 


*  Omitted  here;  see  p.  95. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  12, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennkdy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  From  information  wUicli  has  reached  this  Department  it  is 
deemed  probable  that  Mr.  C.  J.  Helm,  U.  S.  consul  at  Havana  under  the 
last  administration,  may  soon  embark  for  that  place  upon  business  not 
•compatible  with  his  loyalty  as  a  citizen.  This  Department  will  not  fur- 
nish him  with  a  passport  for  that  purpose,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  do 
anything  which  you  properly  can  toward  preventing  his  proceeding 
thither. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Cambridge,  October  12, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  thought  since  I  had  the  honor  to  see  you  on  Tues- 
day last  the  hurried  interview  did  not  allow  me  to  make  myself  under- 
stood. The  memoranda  handed  you  was  taken  from  a  letter  written  by 
a  lady  at  Richmond  to  a  friend  in  Maryland  advising  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  getting  a  letter  to  their  friends  South,  as  also  those  here  who 
sympathize  with  the  rebellion  to  receive  communications  from  the 
South.  The  parties  connected  with  the  letter  alluded  to  are  liighly 
respectable,  and  as  I  told  you  I  got  the  information  in  such  way  as  to 
forbid  the  use  of  names.  My  design  was  to  put  you  in  the  way  of  trap- 
ping the  French  consul  at  Richmond  and  the  chancellor  at  Washington 
by  getting  some  one  to  write  as  a  secessionist,  send  the  letter  as 
instructed  and  keep  a  lookout  for  the  reply. 

There  is  foul  play  somewhere  and  a  great  deal  of  it.  The  loyal  States 
and  our  Army  and  Navy  are  full  of  traitors;  many  of  our  office  holders 
are  faithless  to  the  Government,  and  unless  things  are  closely  looked 
after  and  the  war  carried  forward  with  greater  vigor  we  shall  be 
whipped  I  fear.  I  have  not  been  scared  until  recently;  have  never 
doubted  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  sustain  itself  or  the  certamty 
of  our  success  at  last  until  recent  events  coming  to  my  knowledge  has 
forced  a  doubt.  We  still  suffer  in  Maryland  from  the  inefficiency  of 
Major-General  Wool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  obediently, 

THO.  H.  HlGlvS. 


HEADQtIARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

Baltimore,  October  12, 1861. 

F.  W.  Seward,  Esq.,  ^   , .    .      t^  r, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I),  t. 
Sir-  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant  I  subjoin  the  names  of  the  State  prisoners  connned  in  Fort 
McHenry.  There  are  at  present  no  prisoners  of  war  at  the  lort: 
Richard  Thomas  (alias  Colonel  Zarvona),  confined  July  8, 1861,  by  order 
of  Major-General  Banks.  W.  Wilkins  Glenn,*  confined  September  15, 
1861,  by  order  of  Major-General  Dix.       ^  ^.     ^ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient^s^™^   ^^^ 

Major- General,  Commanding. 
♦  See  post  for  cases  of  Zarvona  and  Glenn. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  14, 1861. 

Colonel  LooMis, 

Commanding  Fort  Oolmnhus,  New  Yorli  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  Herewitli  I  transmit  to  you  a  communication  received  at 
this  Department  from  E.  Cornell,  esq.,  of  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  reference 
to  a  couple  of  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Columbus.  Will  you  please 
inquire  into  their  cases  and  remit  to  me  with  this  inclosure  your  opin- 
ion thereon? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[Inclosure.] 

Ithaca,  [N.  Y.,]  October  11,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir  :  When  the  list  of  prisoners  taken  at  Fort  Hatteras  was 
published  in  the  New  York  papers  I  noticed  the  names  of  two  of  the 
three  sous  of  a  cousin  of  mine  who  settled  many  5  ears  ago  at  Wash- 
ington, N.  C.  They  are  John  W,  and  Ezra  E.  Cornell.  My  correspond- 
ence with  them  up  to  the  22d  of  April,  1861,  shows  them  to  be  good  Union 
men  who  were  forced  against  their  will  to  take  up  arms  against  the 
Union.    (I  had  received  no  letter  from  them  since  the  above  date.) 

I  at  once  repaired  to  Kew  York  and  laid  a  statement  of  the  case  before 
Colonel  Loomis,  with  extracts  from  their  correspondence,  proving  their 
loyalty  of  sentiment  to  the  Union,  &c.  The  colonel  took  my  statement 
and  promised  to  lay  it  before  the  general.  He  also  permitted  me  to  see 
the  prisoners  and  supply  them  with  such  articles  of  clothing  as  their 
situation  demanded.  This  was  on  the  6th  of  September,  since  which  I 
have  heard  nothing  from  Colonel  Loomis  or  the  general.  It  is  my  desire 
to  secure  their  liberation  from  prison  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest,  and  not  knowing  who  is  the  proper  officer  to  apply  to  for  that 
object  I  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  on  the  subject,  and  trust  you 
will  do  me  the  favor  to  place  this  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  officer  if  I 
have  misjudged  in  troubling  you  with  it.  If  the  Government  should 
require  bond  or  any  kind  of  a  guarantee  that  if  released  they  will  not  be 
found  in  arms  against  the  Union  1  will  furnish  that  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Government.  The  following  extracts  from  the  letters  referred  to 
will  show  you  their  views  of  the  contest  the  rebels  are  now  waging 
against  the  Government.  In  letter  dated  Washington,  N.  C,  April  7, 
1861  [they  say]: 

Politics  is  Bomething  I  have  not  made  my  study.  Until  very  recently  I  have 
thought  very  little  of  it.  I  now  see  the  object  of  the  Southern  politicians  headed  by 
William  L.  Yancey.  We  have  some  few  in  our  State;  for  instance,  our  governor. 
He  is  a  strong  disunionist.  He  with  some  others  are  trying  to  keelhaul  this  State 
out  of  the  Union  after  the  people  going  over  30,000  against  secession.  This  State 
has  been  giving  12,000  majority  for  the  Democratic  ticket  until  the  convention  ques- 
tion came  up,  then  wo  elected  two  to  one  Union  candidates  by  a  majority  of  over 
30,000,  and  voted  down  the  convention.  The  secessionists  have  called  a  meeting  to 
try  and  get  the  State  out  of  the  Union,  but  they  will  not  get  her  out  that  way,  for 
we  are  going  to  call  one  to  counterbalance  theirs  to  meet  at  the  same  time  they  do, 
and  when  they  present  their  resolutions  for  the  governor's  signature  ours  will  be 
offered  at  the  same  time  so  he  dare  not  sign  either.  If  he  shomd  sign  the  secession 
ordinance  I  think  civil  war  will  be  inevitable,  for  the  Union  portion  of  our  State  will 
not  submit  to  them.  I  still  think  all  our  troubles  will  be  settled.  Whether  they  are 
or  not  I  am  for  the  Union  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  for  I  cannot  feel  willing 
to  give  up  my  share  of  the  Conatitution  and  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 
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Again,  in  the  last  letter  which  I  received  from  them  (though  they 
wrote  others  that  did  uot  reach  me)  they  say : 

Washington,  N.  C,  April  ZS,  1861. 
Yonr  predictions  concerning  our  State  I  am  ashamed  to  confess  have  come  to  be 
realized,  for  the  disunionists  have  or  are  about  to  plunge  our  good  old  State  into  this 
unholy  war  against  our  -wishes  and  better  j  udgmeut.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  fight  against 
the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  that  which  our  fathers  suffered,  bled,  died  and  won  for 
our  enjoyment.  I  say  it  is  hard  for  me  to  fight  for  breaking  down  the  best  Govern- 
ment that  ever  existed  and  against  our  Federal  rights,  but  it  seems  it  must  be  so. 
We  cannot  be  neutral  and  remain  here,  and  I  have  uot  the  means  to  get  away  with 
my  mother  and  family. 

Again,  in  the  same  letter  he  closes  by  saying: 

I  have  not  the  heart  to  write  more,  for  our  whole  community  is  all  excitement.  I 
have  done  all  that  I  conld  to  evade  the  fatal  blow,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  I  have  got 
to  put  on  the  secession  harness;  it  will  chafe  hard  but  I  will  kick  it  off  when  I  can. 

I  answered  this  letter  immediately  tendering  them  the  means  to  bring 
the  family  on  to  New  York,  but  they  did  not  receive  my  letter.  All 
letters  between  us  were  intercepted  after  the  passage  of  theirs  of  the 
22d  of  April.  These  men  are  mechanics,  ship  carpenters  by  trade,  and  if 
liberated  contemplate  seeking  employment  in  this  "State  and  get  their 
other  brother,  mother  and  sister  (the  balance  of  the  family)  away  from 
Washington,  IS.  C,  to  New  York  the  first  opportunity  that  offers. 

If  not  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  Government  you  will  do 
me  a  great  favor  by  procuring  an  order  for  the  release  of  the  said  John 
W.  and  Ezra  E.  Cornell,  now  prisoners  of  war  at  Castle  William,  on 
Governor's  Island,  N.  Y. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  COENELL. 


Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  October  14, 1861. 
W.  L.  Marshall,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  General  Dix  is  charged  with  the  decision  of  questions 
relative  to  the  expediency  of  allowing  former  residents  of  his  military 
district  to  return  thither  from  places  within  the  lines  of  the  insurgents. 
In  regard  to  the  domestics  to  whom  you  refer  I  have  to  state  that  since 
the  permit  to  which  you  refer  as  having  been  granted  by  General  Scott 
it  has  been  determined  to  grant  no  others  of  a  similar  character.  This 
decision  I  am  sorry  to  say  cannot  be  deviated  from. 
I  am,  vour  very  obedient  servant, 

'"^  WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 


FoET  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  request  of  the  10th  instant  I  herewith 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  the  prisoners  now  confined  at  Fort 
Lafayette.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  commanding  officer 
at  Fort  Columbus  in  order  that  he  may  complete  the  list  by  giving  the 
names  of  those  confined  at  that  post. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ^ervan^^^^^^  bTJEKE, 

XAeutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosore.] 
List  of  prisoners  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  Neu)  York  Harbor,  Octoher  14,  1861. 


!Name8. 


Edward  Seymour  Buggies 

E.H.Alvey 

John  H.  Cnaick 

JohD  "W.  Davis 

William  H.  Gatchell 

Charles  M.  Hagelin 

Charles  Howard 

SamuelH.  Lyon 

James  E.  Hiunphrey  (or  Murphy) . 

Austin  E.  Smith 

John  Williams,  Jr 

Kobert  Mure ,. 

Charles  Kopperl 

Jerome  R.  Barber 

D.  C.  Lowber 

Samuel  Eaklns 

Bobert  Tansill 

T.S.Wilson 

H.  B.  Claiborne 

Hilary  B.  Cenas 

Ellis  B.  Schnabel 

Kichard  S.  Freeman 

W.H.Ward 

Jaraes  Chapin 

Robert  Elliot 

Edward  B.  Wilder 

Algernon  S.SiiUiyan 

Charles  Barkley 

Midshipman  A.  B.  AVhaTton 

C.J.Faulkner 

Robert  R.  Walker 

John  K.  Millner 

Robert  Drane 

Arthur  Dawson 

Bethel  Burton 

William  H.  Winder 

E.C.Myatt 

Peter  Reilly 

John  F.  Newton 

William  St.  George 

Benjamin  F.  Longley 

James  A.  McMaster 

Moses  Stannard 

Daniel  Cory 

James  M.Haig 

F.Wyatt 

William  Gilchrist 

Cyrus  F.  Sargent 

W.E.Salmon 

J.  H.  Gordon 

C.  J.  Durant 

Andrew  Kessler 

W.K.Miller 

Thomas  J.  Claggett 

Bernard  Mills 

J.  Lawrence  Jones 

J.  M.  Brewer 

John  J.  Heckart 

James  W.  Maxwell 

George  W.  Landing 

Philip  F.  Rasin 

E.  G.  Kilbonrn 

Thomas  H.  Maddox 

C.  S.  Morebead 

R.T.Diirrett 

M.W.Barr 

George  W.  Brown 

S.  Teaekle  Wallis 

Henry  M.  Warfleld 

Charles  H.  Pitts 

T.  Parkin  Scott 

Lawrence  Sangston 

J.Hanson  Thomas 

William  G.Harrison 

Leonard  G.  Quinlan 

Robert  M.  Denison 

F.  Key  Howard 

Andrew  A.  Lynch 

Thomas  W.Hall 

Hemy  May  (on  parole) 


By  whom  confined. 


Goneral-in-Chicf — 
Secretary  of  State, 
do  . 


.do. 
.do  . 
.do  . 
.do  . 
.do. 
-do. 
.do  . 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
.do  . 


Secretary  of  the  Navy 

do 

....do 

....do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . . 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

....do 

...do 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . . 

do 

Secretary  of  War 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

....do 

Secretary  of  War 

Secretary  of  State 

Secretary  of  War 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . . 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  War 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  War 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 


Date  of  re- 
ception. 


-do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 

do. 

do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


July  22, 1861. 
July  31, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Aug.  3, 1861. 
Aug.n  1861 
Aug.15  1861 
Aug.l8  1861 
Aug.24  1861 
Aug.26  1861 
Aug.27, 1801 
Aug.28, 1861 

Do! 

Do. 
Aug.29,1861. 
Aug.31, 1861. 

Sept.  h,  1861. 
Sept.  7, 1861 

Do 
Sept.  8, 1861 

Do. 
Sept.  9, 1861 

Do. 
Sept.12,1861. 

Do. 
Sept.13, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.l4, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.  16, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.23,1861. 

Do. 

Do. 
SBpt.24, 1861. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.2.5,1801. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.2C,1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  prisoners  noiv  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  YorTc  Barlor,  ^c— Continued. 


Henry  K.  Stevens 

Benjaiuin  P.  Loy all  . . 

Walter  K.  Bntt 

Dr.  Clinrles  Macgill-- 

W.  E.Wright 

W.  E.  Kearney 

J.T.MoFeal 

■Joseph  W.Griflith... 
Anderson  McDowell. 

Willi.im  Grubba 

J.W.Eobarda 

F.  M.  Crow 

H.G.Thurber 

S.  H.  Wooldridge 

G.P.Pressy 

Edward  Payne 

L.  y.  Holsclaw 

Joseph  Back 

G.  A.  Shackleford 

G.  W.  Barnard 

G.  O.  Tan  Amringe  . . . 

Edward  O'Keil 

Elijah  Simmons 

J.  A.  Douglass 

Edward  Baum 

Sterling  F. Kewton.. 
Robert  S.  Griaaona  — 
Capt.  Mirliael  Berrv. 
Alfred  Da  Costa ...".. 

A.E.Carter 

J.W.Packard 


Kamea. 


By  whom  conlined. 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. . 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

Secretary  of  War 

do 


Date  of  re- 
ception. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
-do. 
-do  . 
-do. 
-do. 
.do  . 


Secretary  of  the  Navy. . 

do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

...do 

.-..do 


Oct.    2, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.    6,1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.    7,1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.  10,1861. 
Oct.  11,1861. 
Oct.  12,1801. 
Oct.  13,1801. 


MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  14, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  II.  Lockwood,  Cambridge,  Md. 

General  :  I  send  you  the  steamer  Balloon,  Captain  Kirwan,  which 
is  placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  you  in  breaking  up 
the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Confederate  States,  of  which  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  furnishes  the  material.  You  have  as  I 
suppose  ere  this  taken  measures  to  seize  all  merchandise  brought  from 
Delaware  to  Salisbury  by  rail  and  destined  to  Virginia.  With  the  aid 
of  the  Balloon  you  may  intercept  much  of  that  which  finds  its  way 
down  the  Chesapeake  by  water,  and  I  trust  be  able  to  confine  this  illicit 
traffic  to  very  narrow  limits.  It  is  believed  that  the  Balloon  will  also 
be  of  essential  use  in  sending  to  diiferent  points  the  force  necessary  to 
disarm  such  companies  of  militia  or  such  unauthorized  military  bodies 
as  are  training  with  intentions  notoriously  hostile  to  the  Government. 
The  duty  is  one  of  the  greatest  delicacy,  and  requires  the  utmost  pru- 
dence and  discretion.  It  is  not  doubted  that  numbers  of  individuals 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  have  been  led  into  the  support  of 
disloyal  measures  by  gross  misrepresentations  of  the  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government.  While  the  purpose  you  have  in  view  should 
be  steadily  maintained  and  carried  out  with  inflexible  firmness,  those 
who  have  been  deceived  and  misled  instead  of  being  confirmed  in  their 
prejudices  and  driven  hopelessly  off  by  harshness  on  our  part  should 
if  possible  be  reclaimed  by  kind  treatment  and  convinced  of  their 
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error  by  correcting  the  misapprehensions  under  which  they  labor.  If 
in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  induce  them  to  discontinue  their  acts  of  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  they  persist  in  carrying  on  (jorrespondence 
with  the  enemy  and  in  giving  him  aid  and  comfort  they  should  be 
arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  McHenry ;  but  unless  a  case  of  extraordinary 
urgency  should  occur  I  trust  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  make  sin  arrest 
without  first  consulting  me.  I  have  fall  authority  from  General 
McClellau  to  act  in  all  cases. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  an  election  in  Mary- 
land of  vital  importance.  The  preservation  of  this  State  is  indispen- 
sable to  the  safety  of  the  capital.  It  is  not  doubted  that  all  your 
measures  will  be  so  tempered  with  discretion  as  to  give  strength  to 
the  cause  of  the  Union;  but  while  all  the  just  rights  even  of  those 
who  are  disloyal  should  be  respected  they  should  be  made  to  feel  that 
no  act  of  open  hostility  to  the  Government  will  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment. 

I  inclose  copies  of  letters  which  have  passed  between  Major-General 
McClellan,  Governor  Hicks  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  disarming  of 
military  companies.*  The  one  at  Westminster  has  been  already  dis- 
armed by  a  force  sent  from  this  city.  All  those  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland  are  left  to  you,  and  I  consider  any  company  drilling  in 
avowed  hostility  to  the  Government  as  coming  within  the  authority 
given  to  me  by  Major-General  McClellan  and  sanctioned  by  Governor 
Hicks,  though  not  specifically  named  in  the  letter  of  the  latter.  Tlie 
authority  conferred  on  me  is  hereby  delegated  to  you,  not  doubting 
that  it  will  be  firmly  and  discreetly  exercised.  It  will  be  advisable  to 
consult  with  our  leading  friends  in  the  counties  in  which  you  adopt 
these  stringent  and  delicate  measures. 

You  will  please  report  to  me  the  result  of  every  such  movement  with 
all  convenient  dispatch.    Should  you  deem  the  co-operation  of  a  police 
force  advisable  in  any  case,  please  notify  me  and  it  shall  be  provided. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  October  15, 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Marshal  for  the  Soutliern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir  :  This  Department  understands  that  George  Parker  and  George 
A.  Shackelford,  two  seamen,  British  subjects,  found  on  board  prizes 
taken  into  New  York,  are  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  If  their  testi- 
mony should  not  be  deemed  indispensable  by  the  district  attorney  and 
he  should  not  be  aware  of  any  other  objection  it  seems  to  me  that  they 
ought  to  be  discharged.  Please  consult  Mr.  Smith  on  the  subject  and 
proceed  in  pursuance  of  his  advice.  *  *  * 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia,  &o.. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  October  15, 1861. 
Col.  M.  N.  Falls,  President  Bay  Line  Steamers. 

Sir  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  no 
more  persons  bound  for  Norfolk  will  be  sent  thither  or  allowed  to  land 

~  *  Omitted. 
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at  this  place  for  the  present.  You  will  please  inform  such  persons  that 
it  will  be  useless  for  them  to  come  here  with  the  expectation  of  being 
forwarded,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  not  come.  When  this 
prohibition  is  removed  you  will  be  notified  by  the  major-general 
commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  16, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McEenry,  Baltimore. 

General  :  I  communicate  four  intercepted  letters*  which  have  been 
received  here  Ixom  the  Post-OfQce  Department,  and  would  suggest  that 
Isaac  G.  Mask  at  least,  the  writer  of  those  numbered  1  and  2,  be 
arrested  and  sent  to  Port  Lafayette. 

I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquaetees  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Ociober  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  was  glad  to  get  the  intercepted  letters  just  received,  one  of 
which  is  signed  Isaac  G.  Mask.  I  have  had  this  man's  letters  for  a 
month  but  they  were  all  signed  I.  G.  M.,  and  with  all  our  efforts  we 
have  been  unable  to  identify  him.  I  have  ordered  his  arrest  and  will 
send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette  to-morrow.  He  ought  to  be  hanged.  His 
is  a  clear  case  of  treason  as  defined  by  the  Constitution. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  October  17, 1861. 
Colonel  Loomis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  are  authorized  to  allow  any  duly  accredited  member 
of  the  ij.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  to  visit  the  prisoners  under  your 
charge. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Same  to  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.) 


Special  Oeders,  )  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

No.  172.  )  Washington,  October  17, 1861. 

1.  Bvt.  Col.  J.  Dimick,  U.  S,  Army,  will  repair  without  delay  to 
Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  and  assume  command  of  that  post.  He 
will  receive  instructions  on  his  arrival  at  Boston. 

Bv  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


*  Not  found. 


106  PRISONERS    OF   WAR,    ETC. 

proclamation. 

October  17, 1861, 
To  THE  People  of  Northeastern  Kentucky  now  in  Arms 

AGAINST  THEIR  NATIONAL  AND   STATE  GOVERNMENTS. 

Fellow-citizens:  You  have  assembled  together  in  arms  against 
your  Government,  against  your  State,  your  neighbors  and  in  some 
instances  your  nearest  relatives  without  any  cause  or  any  object  that 
is  worthy  of  brave  and  good  men.  What  has  your  country  done  that 
you  should  rise  against  it,  or  what  good  will  it  do  you  to  murder  the 
people,  burn  and  pillage  the  towns  and  overthrow  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  Kentucky?  If  you  could  accomplish  this  you  would  be  the 
most  wretched  as  you  would  become  the  most  wicked  of  men.  The 
mass  of  you  cannot  wish  to  do  this.  But  be  assured  the  ruin  you  pro- 
pose by  your  acts  to  bring  upon  the  people  of  Kentucky  will  fall  upon 
your  own  heads  if  you  persevere. 

Doubtless  many  of  you  have  been  misled  by  wicked  and  desperate 
men,  bankrupt  in  fame  and  fortune,  who  hope  to  profit  by  the  ruin  of 
the  Commonwealth.  I  sincerely  believe  that  many  of  you  have  been 
deceived  and  led  into  rebellion  who  this  moment  regret  the  step  they 
have  taken,  and  would  return  to  their  families  and  homes  if  they  could 
do  so  in  safety. 

To  all  the  people  therefore  who  have  without  due  reflection  taken  up 
arms  against  their  country  and  rebelled  against  both  their  nation  and 
their  State  I  say  return  home,  lay  down  your  arms,  live  in  peace  and 
friendship  with  your  neighbors,  and  remember  that  at  least  you  are 
Kentuckians.  I  promise  that  you  shall  not  be  molested  either  in  per- 
son or  property  for  what  you  have  already  done;  on  the  contrary  I  will 
protect  you  equally  with  all  other  citizens  so  long  as  you  render  obe- 
dience to  those  laws  which  you  yourselves  have  made.  I  offer  you  a 
complete  amnesty  for  what  is  past;  you  will  be  held  accountable  only 
for  the  future.    But  to  secure  this  result  you  must  return  home  within 

days.    After  that  time  you  will  be  treated  as  enemies  and  must 

never  more  hope  to  see  in  safety  your  families  or  enjoy  your  property 
until  you  have  carried  out  the  purpose  of  your  wicked  misleaders  and 
conquered  the  people  of  your  State  and  overthrown  the  Government  of 
your  fathers. 

As  your  fellow-citizen  and  a  native  of  your  State  I  urge  this  offer 
upon  you.  Should  you  reject  it,  the  enlightened  world  as  well  as  the 
laws  of  your  country  will  hold  you  alone  responsible  for  the  shedding 
of  fraternal  blood. 

WILLIAM  NELSON, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Sir:  From  intercepted  letters  of  a  recent  date  received  at  this 
Department  and  which  were  written  by  influential  persons  among  the 
insurrectionists  it  seems  that  their  chief  mode  of  communication  at 
the  present  time  is  by  means  of  vessels  plying  between  Havana  and 
New  Orleans,  running  the  blockade  at  the  last-named  port.  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  matter  in  order  that  you  may  take  such  action  as  you 
may  deem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Copy  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy.) 
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Depaktment  op  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  have  received  the  letter  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
Town  send  of  the  16th  instant,*  accompanied  by  one  addressed  to  you 
by  W.  C.  Dusenbury,  of  New  York,  in  which  that  gentleman  expresses 
a  wish  to  visit  certain  prisoners  in  that  quarter  for  charitable  purposes. 
No  objection  is  entertained  to  the  sending  of  contributions  of  any  kind 
toward  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  but  visits  to  them  by  any  persons 
for  supposed  philanthropic  objects  cannot  be  approved. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter!  of  the  16th 
instant  and  its  accompaniments.  Proper  measures  will  at  once  be 
adopted  to  dispose  of  the  Swedish  consuls  at  both  Norfolk  and  Balti- 
more. This  Department  has  unquestionable  information  that  foreign 
consuls  in  insurgent  States  and  elsewhere  are  habitually  made  media 
of  treasonable  correspondence  in  violation  of  their  privileges  and  even 
municipal  law.  Your  continued  vigilance  to  such  matters  would 
materially  subserve  the  public  interests. 

I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
EOBEET  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th*  instant  has  been  received.    In  reply, 
you  are  authorized  to  release  the  sailors  (not  privateers)  referred  to  by 
you  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1801. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Washington,  D.  G. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  transmit  to  this  Department  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  (and  stipulations  made  if  anj)  required  of  persons  here- 
tofore discharged  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  all  cases 
hereafter  to  send  such  papers  to  this  Department  when  executed  by 
prisoners  released  by  his  direction. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  18, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sevtard,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  prisoners  brought  to  Port 
McHenry  within  the  last  three  days.    All  but  Julius,  of  whom  I  know 


d.  f  Omitted. 
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notliing,  are  implicated  in  the  same  criminal  acts — recruiting  and  for- 
warding men  to  the  Confederate  Army.  Julius  is  said  to  have  been 
concerned  in  facilitating  their  passage  across  the  Potomac.  It  is 
desirable  that  they  should  be  sent  away  from  Fort  McHenry  to  some 
place  of  security  more  distant  from  their  friends  who  are  constantly 
seeking  access  to  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

List  of  prisoners  sent  to  Fort  McHenry,  October  16, 1861. 

William  F.  McKewen  was  clerk  to  the  board  of  police  commission- 
ers. He  is  an  active  and  dangerous  rebel;  was  the  leader  and  adviser 
of  the  old  police  in  their  rebellious  opposition  to  the  Government;  he 
was  detected  in  enlisting  men  for  the  rebel  army  and  was  going  himself. 

Eobert  Ren  wick,  a  cabinetmaker  of  Scotch  birth;  very  boisterous 
and  obnoxious  iu  his  opposition  to  the  Government.  He  was  detected 
in  enlisting  men  for  the  rebel  army.  A.  box  of  minie  rifle  balls  was 
found  on  his  premises. 

E.  H.  Bigger,  a  lawyer;  believed  to  have  been  commissioned  by  the 
rebels  as  a  recruiting  officer  here.  He  was  detected  enlisting  men  for 
the  rebel  army  in  connection  with  the  two  first  named  in  this  list 
(McKewen  and  Eenwick). 

George  Julius  was  sent  here  by  General  Banks.  He  has  been  en- 
gaged for  some  time  past  in  conveying  recruits  across  the  Potomac  at 
Marsh  Kun. 

Charles  D.  French,  implicated  with  Bigger  in  recruiting  for  the  rebel 
army. 

Eobert  Eae,  implicated  with  Bigger  in  recruiting  for  the  rebel  army. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  October  18,  1861. 
E.  Delafeeld  Smith,  Esq., 

District  Attorney,  INeiv  Torlc,  2f.  Y. 
Sir  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  ask  Judge  Garrison,  and  please 
obtain  it  under  his  signature,  if  I  go  to  New  York  or  Brooklyn  whether 
I  shall  be  subject  to  arrest  under  his  aid  warrant  and  fined! 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


[Poet  Columbus,]  October  18, 1861. 
Colonel  LooMis,  Gommamding. 

Colonel  :  The  prisoners  of  war  J.  W.  and  E.  E.  Cornell  state  that 
their  views  and  feelings  have  been  correctly  represented  by  Mr.  E. 
Cornell  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  they  decline  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  state  that  in  the  event  of  their  doing  so 
their  property  in  North  Carolina  will  be  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the 
rebellious  States  and  their  family  turned  out  of  doors.  They  are  will- 
ing to  take  an  oath  not  to  bear  arms  or  serve  in  any  military  capacity 
against  the  Government  on  condition  of  being  released. 

J.  UPDEGEAPF, 
Captain,  Fifth  Infantry. 
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Headqtjartees  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  19, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army,  has  received  from 

the  President  of  the  United  States  the  following  communication: 

Washington,  October  U,  1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott: 

The  military  line  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  may 
be  extended  so  far  as  Bangor  in  Maine.  You  and  any  officer  acting  under  your 
authority  are  hereby  authorized  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  any  place 
between  that  place  and  the  city  of  Washington. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
By  the  President : 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  warrant  the  undersigned  devolves 
on  Bvt.  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Warren, 
Boston  Harbor,  a  like  authority  within  the  limits  of  the  city  and  har- 
bor of  Boston  to  execute  in  all  proper  cases  the  instructions  of  the 
President. 

WIKFIELD  SCOTT. 
By  command : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  18th  instant  and  its  inclosure  relative  to  prisoners 
received  at  Fort  McHenry  within  the  last  three  days.  In  reply  1  have 
to  inform  you  that  arrangements  are  to  be  made  to  provide  suitable 
places  of  confinement  near  Boston  and  at  some  point  in  the  West  which 
will  probably  be  completed  in  a  few  days.  When  this  is  done  the  pris- 
oners at  Fort  McHenry  can  be  transferred  as  you  suggest. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  your  information  copies  of  two  letters  addressed  to  the 
President  by  B.  P.  Loyall  and  W.  H.  Ward,  late  lieutenants  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States. 

1  hav  e  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[InclOBnie  No.  1.] 

Fort  Lapaybtte,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  October  15, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  a  week  ago  I  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  a  communication  informing  me  that  by  your  order  my  name  had 
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been  stricken  from  the  rolls  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  This  in  consequence 
of  my  "having  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States."  By  this  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in  you  I  have  been  pun- 
ished for  an  alleged  offense.  It  is  not  for  me  to  comment  upon  the 
justice  of  my  dismissal,  but  in  the  most  respectfal  manner  I  do  com- 
plain of  my  imprisonment,  which  must  in  your  judgment  result  from 
some  act  of  mine  deserving  of  it  and  from  your  right  to  inflict  it.  By 
no  act  nor  intention  nor  in  any  manner  whatsoever  have  I  offended 
against  the  military  or  civil  law  of  the  United  States,  except  having 
lefused  to  obey  an  order  which  you  deem  merited  my  dismissal  from 
the  naval  service. 

Being  thus  released  from  my  duty  as  an  ofiftcer  of  the  Government 
by  you  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  see  by  what  right  I  am  detained  in 
confinement.  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  see  the  truth  and  reason  in  my 
case  as  I  state  it.  The  position  of  an  enemy  to  the  United  States  is 
being  forced  upon  me  by  my  continuance  in  prison.  I  am  confident 
that  nothing  upon  the  records  of  the  Navy  Department  will  warrant 
such  treatment,  and  with  all  respect  I  ask  you  to  release  me  and  to 
restore  to  me  that  liberty  of  person  to  which  every  innocent  man  is 
entitled.  In  the  name  of  law  and  justice  I  respectfully  protest  against 
my  detention  in  prison. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  LOYALL, 
Late  Lieutenant  in  the  U,  S.  Navy. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Fort  Lapatette,  October  15, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  op  the  United  States. 

Sir:  Whilst  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  in  May  last  I  tendered  my  resignation  as  a  lieutenant  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy.  From  the  date  of  my  resignation  (May  26)  up  to  the  12th 
day  of  August — when  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Navy 
Department  informing  me  that  my  name  had  been  stricken  from  the 
roUs  of  the  Navy — I  continued  performing  my  duty  faithfully  to  the 
Government.  On  the  receipt  of  my  dismissal  from  the  Navy  I  in  good 
faith,  never  dreaming  of  injustice  at  the  hands  of  the  United  States 
Government,  accepted  a  passage  home  in  the  U.  8.  store-ship  Eelease, 
kindly  granted  by  Lieutenant -Commander  Frailey.  On  my  arrival  in 
New  York  on  board  the  aforesaid  U.  S.  vessel  I  was  arrested  without 
any  charge  being  made  against  me  on  the  31st  day  of  August  last,  and 
have  been  confined  in  the  fort  up  to  the  present  date  without  being 
charged  with  any  offense  whatsoever.  Conscious  as  I  am  of  having 
committed  none  I  respectfiilly  call  your  attention  to  this  act  of  injus- 
tice in  that  1  confided  in  the  United  States  Government  for  my  assur- 
ance and  right  to  personal  liberty,  and  protest  against  my  past,  present 
and  future  confinement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WAED. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
Bvt.  Col.  J.  DiMlOK,  U.  S.  Army,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir  :  You  have  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  Fort  Warren,  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  that  you  may  take  charge  of  the  political  prisoners  and 
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prisoners  of  war  who  may  be  sent  there  for  safe-keeping.  His  excel- 
lency the  governor  of  Massachusetts  will  detail  a  battalion  of  volun- 
teers as  a  garrison  for  the  fort  on  your  application  to  him,  which 
application  the  General-in-Chief  desires  you  to  make  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable as  the  order  for  transferring  the  prisoners  from  New  York 
Harbor  cannot  be  given  until  you  are  established  at  Fort  Warren. 
The  general  desires  you  to  be  governed  by  the  following  general 
instructions: 

First.  That  the  prisoners  be  securely  held  and  that  they  be  allowed 
every  privilege  consistent  with  this  end,  including  opportunity  to  take 
air  and  exercise  and  be  treated  with  all  kindness. 

Second.  That  a  record  be  kept  of  the  name,  dates  of  confinement 
and  release  of  the  prisoners. 

Third.  That  they  may  be  permitted  to  provide  themselves  with  such 
comforts  as  they  require,  if  they  have  the  pecuniary  means;  that  they 
be  allowed  to  receive  under  proper  inspection  articles  of  food,  clothing 
and  small  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  $20  at  a  time,  &c.,  which  may 
be  sent  them  by  friends. 

Fourth.  That  they  be  allowed  to  transmit  and  to  receive  unsealed 
letters  through  your  hands  which  on  inspection  shall  be  found  to  con- 
tain nothing  inflammatory  or  injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
receive  or  purchase  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  Tou  will  use  your  own 
discretion  whether  to  forward  or  return  to  the  writers  as  improper  such 
communicatiiins  as  you  receive  from  or  for  the  prisoners,  and  in  case  of 
doubt  you  will  forward  them  to  this  office  for  consideration. 

Fifth.  That  personal  intercourse  with  visitors  be  not  allowed  them 
except  by  express  permission  from  proper  authority  in  Washington,  and 
then  only  in  the  presence  of  an  ofQcer. 

Sixth.  That  when  released  by  proper  authority  prisoners  shall  be 
examined  to  see  that  they  bear  upon  their  persons  no  unauthorized 
communication  from  those  left  in  the  fort. 

Seventh.  That  an  exact  account  be  kept  of  the  subsistence  and 
clothing  issued  by  the  Government  to  each  person.  You  will  receive 
without  other  special  instructions  in  each  case  all  prisoners  who  may 
be  delivered  to  you  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  or  State  or  by 
the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district.  Should  writs  of  habeas  corpus 
be  served  on  you  for  the  production  of  any  ijrisoners  of  war  you  will 
respond  thereto  that  they  are  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  in  these 
cases  and  also  in  any  case  of  a  political  prisoner  you  will  reply  you 
deejdy  regret  that  pending  existing  political  troubles  you  cannot  com- 
ply with  the  requisition  of  the  honorable  judge.  If  then  a  writ  of 
attachment  is  attempted  to  be  served  on  you  you  will  resist  being  taken 
yourself  or  having  your  prisoners  liberated  with  all  the  force  at  your 
command.  The  President's  authority  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  at  Fort  Warren  is  herewith  inclosed. 

You  will  keep  well  on  your  guard  against  any  possible  attempt  to 
liberate  your  prisoners  by  a  coup  de  main  from  the  sea. 

The  Quartermaster's  and  Subsistence  Departments  have  given  orders 
for  putting  the  quarters  at  Fort  Warren  in  comfortable  condition,  and 
for  supplying  the  post  with  provisions.  Eeport  by  telegraph  to  this 
office  when  you  are  ready  to  have  the  prisoners  transferred  from  New 
York  Harbor. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  E.  D.  TOWFSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  19, 186 J. 
William  Coxe  Dusenbury,  Esq., 

JVb.  142  Broadway,  New  York. 
Sir  :  iour  letter  of  the  IStli  of  October  in  relation  to  visiting  the  pris- 
oners of  war  on  Goveruor's  Island,  N.  Y.,  has  been  submitted  to  the 
Department  of  State  and  the  following  is  the  reply  thereto : 

No  objection  is  entertained  to  the  sending  of  contributions  of  any  kind  toward 
the  comfort  of  prisoners,  but  visits  to  them  by  any  persons  for  supposed  philan- 
thropic objects  cannot  be  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWFSEJSro, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  IST.  Y.,  October  19, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^Vashington,  D.  C. : 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  bring  my  case  to  your  notice,  my  long 
confinement  proving  very  disastrous  to  my  family.  Late  in  June  my 
vessel  was  chartered  by  McConkey  &  Co.  to  go  down  to  the  Patuxent 
Eiver  to  get  off  a  vessel  wrecked  or  ashore  there.  The  charter  party 
was  a  written  one  and  with  parties  with  whom  I  had  no  previous 
acquaintance,  and  it  is  still  in  my  possession  and  Mr.  McConkey  has  a 
counterpart.  The  vessel  ashore  was  the  schooner  Eobert  L.  Seth,  on 
the  Patuxent  at  the  mouth  of  Town  Creek. 

A  few  hours  before  my  starting  a  Mr.  Tyte,  who  was  a  partner  with 
me  in  the  job,  told  me  that  about  eight  persons  going  to  within  a  mile 
or  two  of  my  destination  would  like  to  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor 
tunity  to  go  down  if  I  would  give  them  passage,  they  finding  them- 
selves with  provisions.  I  understood  they  were  laboring  men  and 
mechanics  looking  for  employment.  I  had  never  seen  them  nor  heard 
of  them  until  then.  I  landed  them  within  three  miles  of  the  vessel 
ashore. 

A  squall  came  up  and  blew  my  vessel  (the  Alverda)  ashore,  and  the 
water  continued  so  low  with  constant  blows  that  although  part  of  the 
time  I  had  lighters  I  was  unable  to  get  her  off.  My  men  left  and  Mr. 
Tyte  went  to  Baltimore  to  get  assistance.  Previous  to  this  the  steamer 
Chester  arrived  with  Massachusetts  volunteers  on  board  inquiring  for 
the  schooner  Georgiana ;  and  sent  U.  S.  deputy  marshals  on  board  to 
examine  my  vessel  and  left  me.  I  was  alone  on  board.  Subsequently 
the  steam  tug  Vigilant  and  sloop  William  Byrne  came  down  and  sent 
a  canoe  with  deputy  marshals  demanding  my  papers.  I  showed  my 
papers,  which  they  proposed  to  retain,  and  said  I  must  go  with  them  to 
General  Banks,  and  was  carried  on  board  the  sloop  William  Byrne  and 
delivered  up  to  Lieutenant  Pickett.  Some  of  the  men  went  on  board 
my  vessel,  opened  my  cabin  and  lockers,  took  papers,  clothing,  &c. 

The  Vigilant  went  out  cruising  in  the  bay  while  the  sloop  remained 
at  anchor,  and  meeting  with  the  gun-boat  Yankee,  Commander  Craven, 
came  back  followed  by  the  Yankee,  who  suspected  these  vessels  and 
demanded  their  papers,  and  finding  they  were  out  upon  an  unauthorized 
expedition  threatened  to  take  them  prisoners  to  Annapolis  or  Baltimore. 
I  was  ordered  on  board  the  Yankee.  Commander  Craven  made  inquiry 
of  me  as  to  the  party  I  had  carried  down,  all  of  which  I  told  him. 
When  learning  that  my  vessel  was  nearly  afloat  he  said  he  could  tow 
lien  off  in  a  few  minutes  and  would  do  so.    This  was  on  Saturday  even- 
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ing.  On  Sunday  morning  lie  determined  to  go  down  the  Potomac  and 
ordered  me  as  I  understood  to  my  own  vessel,  in8t«ad  of  which  I  was 
taken  back  to  the  sloop  and  sent  off  to  Baltimore,  they  leaving  my 
vessel  in  charge  of  a  man,  and  at  Fort  McHenry  I  was  landed  and 
delivered  up  to  General  Banks  and  in  charge  of  Major  Morris. 

General  Dix  arrived  about  that  time,  and  at  my  instance  on  telling 
him  the  condition  of  my  vessel,  my  only  means  of  support,  he  promised 
to  look  into  the  matter.  Meantime  orders  for  transfer  of  the  prisoners 
there  to  Fort  Lafayette  being  sent  on,  I  was  transferred  to  this  place 
and  have  had  no  opportunity  of  having  my  case  presented  to  Govern- 
ment, while  my  family  are  suffering.  The  truth  of  all  I  say  can  readily 
be  verified.  I  have  never  at  any  time  had  complicity  or  in  any  way 
knowingly  done  anything  which  I  could  not  openly  do  with  knowledge 
of  the  Federal  authorities,  and  all  who  know  me  can  testify  that  I  have 
not  interested  myself  in  the  present  trouble  so  far  even  as  to  discuss 
them.  I  have  at  no  time  either  said  or  done  anything  knowingly  to 
which  the  authorities  could  take  exceptions,  and  when  I  took  these  per- 
sons as  passengers  I  had  no  suspicion  that  the  parties  were  other  than 
what  they  were  represented,  and  upon  the  errand  stated.  Upon  this 
statement  of  facts,  which  can  be  established,  I  sincerely  hope  that  I  will 
be  released  from  a  confinement  so  burdensome  to  my  family,  dependent 
upon  my  labor. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  M.  HAGELIN, 


Headqttaetees,  Fort  Columbus,  October  20, 1861. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  I  send  you  list  of  prisoners  confined  in  this  harbor  under  my 
command.  *  *  *  The  political  prisoners  were  sent  from  Baltimore 
by  order  of  Major-General  Dix.  Marshal  Kane  was  brought  here  by 
your  order  to  the  marshal  of  New  York. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  LOOMIS, 
Colonel,  Fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

[Incloauxe.] 
LAat  of  political  prisoners  paroled  and  quartered  in  Fort  Columbus,  Neio  York  Harbor. 


Name. 


George  Armistead  Appleton. 

George  P.Kane 

M.J.Grad^ 

Thomas  Shields 

David  Summers 

David  H.Lucchesi 

George  Thompson 

Jehu  L.  Bonlain 

A.William8on 


When 
received. 


Sept.  13, 1861 
Oct.  11,1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
du 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Semarks. 


Political  prisoner. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
H.  M.  HoxTB,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  Marshal,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  lodged  with  this  Department  that  persons 
in  the  State  of  Iowa  are  disloyal  and  co-operating  with  those  in  arms 
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against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
others  are  engaged  in  transporting  gunpowder  across  the  State  for  the 
insurrectionists.  You  will  please  confer  with  the  U.  S.  district  attorney 
and  arrest  and  commit  to  military  custody  any  such  persons  and  report 
to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARB. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
W.  H.  F.  GURLEY,  Esq., 

U.  8.  District  Attorney,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  0th  instant  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  by  him  referred  to  this 
Department  has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
instructions  have  this  day  been  issued  from  this  Department  addressed 
to  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  district  of  Iowa  directing  him  to  confer 
with  you  and  arrest  and  commit  to  military  custody  any  persons  dis- 
loyal and  co-operating  with  the  insurrectionists  and  report  to  this 
Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
Gol.  G.  LooMis,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  (fee.  Fort  Columbus,  N.  T. 
Colonel  :  You  will  please  release  J.  W.  Cornell  and  E.  E.  Cornell, 
prisoners  of  war  confined  at  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor,  on  their 
engaging  upon  oath  not  to  leave  the  State  of  New  York  during  the 
present  hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State  nor 
to  hold  any  treasonable  correspondence  themselves  nor  be  concerned 
in  any  nor  to  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  report  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  21, 1861. 
Samuel  Hill,  Esq., 

Postmaster,  Deer  Creek,  Pickaway  County,  Ohio. 
Sir  :  Your  communication  of  September  7,  ultimo,  in  reference  to  the 
treasonable  conduct  of  the  Circleville  Watchman  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  request  that  if  the  journal 
referred  to  continues  in  the  course  complained  of  you  will  forward  some 
recent  numbers  to  me  by  mail. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W,  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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Headquaetees  Dbpaetment  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  Mayor  Brown .  I  know 
Capt.  Charles  M.  Hagelin,  and  had  several  conversations  with  him 
before  he  left  Fort  McHenry.  He  is  a  person  of  very  simple  character 
and  without  influence.  I  am  inclined  as  I  was  while  he  was  here  to 
believe  his  statement.  But  whether  true  or  not  I  think  he  has  been 
sufficiently  punished  and  recommend  his  immediate  release.  The  clos- 
ing paragraph  of  Mayor  Brown's  letter  will  attract  your  attention  with- 
out any  suggestion  from  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosuie.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  8, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  case  of  a  citizen  of 
Baltimore  who  is  confined  in  this  fort.  He  is  Capt.  Charles  M.  Hagelin, 
aged  forty-nine  years,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  a  resident  of  Balti- 
more. In  March  he  invested  nearly  all  his  hard  earnings  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  schooner  called  the  Alverda  in  which  he  made  but  two  trips. 
The  first  was  to  the  Patuxent  for  a  load  of  wood;  the  second  was  to 
the  same  river  for  the  purpose  of  getting  off  a  vessel  which  had  run 
aground.  On  this  trip  he  was  requested  to  take  ten  men  as  passen- 
gers who  were  represented  to  be  mechanics  in  search  of  employment. 
He  consented,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  voyage  had  begun  and 
when  it  was  nearly  over  that  he  ascertained  from  the  conversation  of 
these  men  that  most  of  them  designed  to  go  to  Virginia. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  some  time  after  his  arrival  in  the  Patuxent 
Eiver,  Captain  Hagelin  and  his  vessel  were  seized.  He  was  brought 
here,  and  his  vessel,  as  he  is  informed  after  having  been  stripped,  is 
left  aground  on  the  shores  of  the  Patuxent.  Thus  Captain  Hagelin  is 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  nearly  everything  he  is  worth,  has  been  sub- 
jected to  a  long  imprisonment,  and  is  taken  away  from  his  wife  and 
children  who  look  to  him  for  support,  for  no  act  except  having  taken 
on  board  his  vessel  a  few  passengers  whose  business  and  purposes  he 
did  not  scrutinize  before  receiving  them. 

These  are  the  statements  of  Captain  Hagelin,  and  have  gained  the 
entire  confidence  of  his  fellow-prisoners  including  myself  in  conse- 
quence of  the  simplicity  of  his  character  and  the  gentleness  and  pro- 
priety of  his  whole  demeanor.  He  is  a  Swede  by  birth,  a  perfectly 
harmless  person,  and  with  neither  power  nor  disposition  to  do  injury  to 
the  Government.  There  are  doubtless  other  cases  here  equally  worthy 
of  examination  and  relief,  but  as  Captain  Hagelin  is  one  of  my  con- 
stituents and  has  personally  interested  me  I  confine  my  application  to 
him.    I  hope  that  it  will  meet  with  a  favorable  consideration. 

I  cannot  close,  however,  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  prison.  My  official  duty  has  made  me  somewhat  familiar 
with  the  management  of  similar  institutions,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  the  arrangements  here  are  inhuman  and  disgraceful  to  the 
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Government  of  the  United  States,  and  I  apprehend  that  serious  illness 
among  the  inmates  will  be  the  consequence. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  WM.  BROWN, 

Mayor  of  Baltimore. 


FOET  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  October  21, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Bueke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 

Colonel  :  I  find  on  Inquiry  of  the  prisoners  that  they  do  not  care 
about  having  a  chaplain.  Some  of  them  on  being  asked  replied,  "  No ; 
especially  an  abolitionist."  In  making  this  report  I  give  the  expres- 
sion of  the  majority. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Depaetmekt  of  State,  Washington,  October  22, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Geneeal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  21st  instant  with  its  inclosure  from  Mayor  Brown. 
In  reply  1  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  directed  Colonel  Burke  to 
discharge  Capt.  Charles  M.  Hagelin  on  his  taking  the  oath  coupled 
with  certain  obUgations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  October  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Mabtin  Blteke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

SiE:  Let  Charles  M.  Hagelin,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States 
without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur 
rection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath.  I 
transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been 
instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be  made 
in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged  from 
custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper  papers  be 
conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

AcUng  Secretary. 


SUSPECTED  AND  DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  117 

Office  op  the  U.  S.  Disteiot  Attokney  for 

THE  Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  October  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  obtained  the  inclosed  from  Justice  Garrison. 
You  need  not  fear  arrest.  If  you  have  any  trouble  see  me;  but  you 
will  not. 

Truly,  yours, 

E.  DELAFIBLD  SMITH. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Brooklyn,  October  22, 1861. 
The  process  spoken  of  has  been  returned,  and  of  course  I  will  not  of 
my  own  motion  issue  any  other. 

SAML.  GARRISON, 

Kings  County  Judge. 


Saint  Louis,  October  — ,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

I  telegraphed*  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  16th  instant  informing 
him  that  there  were  in  this  city  from  50  to  100  dangerous  secessionists, 
and  that  circumstances  might  make  their  arrest  necessary.  Also  that 
we  had  no  suitable  place  of  detention  for  such  a  large  number  of  pris- 
oners, and  suggesting  their  removal  in  a  certain  contingency  to  the 
fort  at  Mackinac.  My  telegraph  has  not  been  answered.  Some  of  the 
persons  referred  to  have  been  arrested.  They  ought  by  all  means  to 
be  detained.  Please  answer  and  state  the  disposition  which  you  think 
ought  to  be  made  of  them. 

JOHN  MCNEIL, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Missouri  Vols,  and  Asst.  Provost-Marshal. 


Fort  McHenry,  October  23, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron  and 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward: 

Fort  McHenry  is  very  small  and  is  filled  up  by  the  garrison.  We 
have  not  room  for  the  accommodation  of  prisoners  or  the  means  of  pro- 
viding for  their  comfort.  Seven  prisoners  of  war  from  General  Banks' 
column  and  four  state  prisoners  engaged  in  secreting  a  balloon  in  Dela- 
ware came  in  last  night.    We  have  now  over  twenty  confined  in  one 

room  and  cell. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  23, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Send  the  prisoners  mentioned  in  your  dispatch  to  Fort  Columbus, 

N.  Y.,  and  report  names  to  me. 

^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


*  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  134. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  33,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  K  P.  Banks,  &c. 

General  :  I  learn  that  Mr.  Barnard,  who  is  an  agent  of  the  Associ- 
ated Press,  is  with  your  army.  Information  which  leaves  no  room  for 
mistake  satisfies  me  that  until  last  May  he  was  an  agent  of  the  disun- 
ionist  press  in  this  city.  You  will  I  think  do  well  to  have  his  corre 
spoudence  strictly  observed  and  to  guard  against  any  treachery  on  his 
part. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  23,  1861. 
EoBERT  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir  :  Complaints  still  come  that  the  comforts  which  might  be  allowed 
the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  are  not  enjoyed  by  them.  Although 
these  complaints  have  their  origin  in  reports  which  arose  before  you 
went  there  to  look  after  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners  you  will  proceed 
agaiQ  to  the  fort  and  remedy  what  admits  of  remedy.  *  *  * 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  23, 1861. 
David  H.  Carr,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Sir:  Your  communication*  of  the  17th  ins'tant  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  and  by  him  referred  to  this 
Department  has  been  received.  In  reply  you  are  authorized  to  arrest 
and  send  to  Fort  Lafayette  any  persons  engaged  in  inducing  soldiers  to 
desert  or  otherwise  obstructing  the  recruiting  ofi&cers  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  exercise  of  this  authority  in 
a  few  cases  will  serve  as  an  example  which  will  deter  the  class  of  per- 
sons referred  to  from  their  disloyal  practices. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Washington,  October  25, 1861. 
Honorable  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  1  returned  from  Canada  this  morning,  I  found  at  the 
Clifton  House,  Niagara  Falls,  a  large  number  of  prominent  secessionists 
who  have  just  returned  from  Europe.  I  would  like  an  order  for  the 
arrest  and  conveyance  to  Fort  Lafayette  of  S.  W.  Ashly  and  O.  B. 
Caruthers,  the  first  named  being  a  member  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
Congress  at  this  time.  These  traitors  are  awaiting  an  opportunity  to 
go  South.  They  have  very  important  correspondence  in  their  posses- 
sion some  of  which  I  have  seen.  I  am  confident  I  shall  succeed  in  induc- 
ing them  to  visit  our  side  of  the  river,  which  of  course  will  be  the  only 
opportunity  of  arresting  them. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

L,  C,  BAKEE, 

*  Not  found. 
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Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  October  25, 1861. 
L.  0.  Baeeb. 

SiK :  You  will  arrest  S.  W,  Ashly  and  O.  B.  Caruthers  and  convey 
them  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Secure  their  papers  and  remit  them  to  this 
Department.  This  process  is  not  to  be  executed  outside  the  United 
States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Headqttaetees  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  October  25, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  to  Fort  Columbus  to-day  the  following  prisoners, 
viz:  William  F.  McKewen,  E.  H.  Bigger,  Eobert  Eenwick,  Charles  D. 
French,  citizens  of  Baltimore,  confined  October  16,  1861 ;  Eobert  Eae, 
confined  October  17,  1861.  *  *  *  John  D.  Sudendorf,  citizen  or 
supposed  to  be  so,  but  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  spy  in  conveying 
information  to  the  rebels.  Thomas  B.  Giles,  Joseph  Bacon,  S.  B. 
Frost,  citizens  of  Delaware,  confined  October  23, 1861. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Denver,  Colo.  Tbr.,  October  26, 1861. 
The  President  op  the  United  States: 

Eesting  under  the  impression  that  most  of  our  letters  to  Washington 
miscarry  unless  they  go  by  private  hand  and  that  the  governor  does 
[not]  attach  the  same  importance  to  frequent  reports  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  I  do,  I  venture  to  overstep  my  line  of  official  duty  by  writing 
you  again. 

We  have  news  to-day  that  Captain  Otis,  at  Fort  Wise,  captured  a 
portion  of  the  rebels  raised  in  this  Territory  by  the  notorious  Captain 
McKee  to  whom  I  recently  denied  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  They 
had  attacked  a  party  of  loyal  people  on  the  Arkansas,  who  found  a 
way  to  send  word  to  Fort  Wise,  when  Captain  Otis  sallied  out  with  his 
cavalry  and  made  them  prisoners.  That  will  help  us  some  if  it  does 
not  bring  upon  us  the  Cherokees  who  have  joined  the  rebels  and  are 
quick  to  avenge  what  they  conceive  to  be  an  insult  to  Georgians.  To 
make  this  point  apparent  to  you  it  is  needful  to  say  that  the  gold 
of  this  region  was  first  discovered  by  Georgians  and  Cherokee  half- 
breeds,  who  have  served  as  mountaineers  here  for  twenty  years.  The 
road  which  sweeps  from  the  Indian  reservations  south  of  Kansas 
through  here  to  what  is  called  on  the  maps  the  South  Pass  bears  the 
name  of  the  Cherokee  trail;  and  although  the  Cheyennes  have  traveled 
it  most  lately  they  still  claim  it  as  theirs.  In  consequence  of  their 
relationship  to  and  old  associations  with  Georgians  the  thousands  of 
Georgians  residing  here  from  whom  the  rebellion  arose  appeared  to 
calculate  from  the  start  that  they  could  make  a  conquest  of  Colorado 
by  the  aid  of  the  Cherokees.  The  notorious  A.  B.  Miller,  who  headed  the 
first  party  of  rebels  here,  went  at  first  to  Fort  Smith  and  leavin  g  liis  party 
there  went  to  Eichmond  for  orders,  and  then  returned  to  the  Chero- 
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kees.  That  wotdd  seem  to  mean  that  he  is  to  lead  them  here  unless 
the  movements  of  General  Fr6mont  shall  scatter  them  in  some  other 
direction. 

The  governor  having  gotten  some  ammunition  from  Laramie  we 
begin  to  feel  some  confidence  in  our  own  strength.  Heretofore  with 
the  single  exception  of  one  or  two  arrests  I  have  been  obliged  to  face 
this  rebellion  alone,  except  with  the  aid  I  received  from  the  marshal. 
But  I  think  we  shall  keep  the  rebels  under.  Will  the  President  cause 
us  to  be  informed  how  we  shall  subsist  these  political  prisoners? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  HALL, 
Chief  Justice  of  Colorado. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  Attorney  for 

THE  District  of  Kew  Jersey, 

UTewarlc,  October  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  telegram  in  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  8th 
instant  directing  me  to  arrest  James  T.  Cochrane  and  Wormell  and  to 
libel  the  property.  These  parties  fled  at  the  first  seizure  of  the  goods, 
and  although  I  have  had  the  officers  on  the  watch  ever  since  I  have 
not  succeeded  in  effecting  their  arrest.  I  have  libeled  the  107  machines 
found  in  Cochrane's  factory,  and  also  300  flies  found  in  a  flle  manufac- 
tory, part  of  1,500  that  have  been  made  this  summer  for  these  cotton- 
gin  sharpeners;  the  others  have  been  sent  South. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  October  26, 1861. 
Col.  G.  LooMis,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Columbus,  W.  Y. 
Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  the  political  prisoners  and 
prisoners  of  war  confined  at  the  several  posts  in  New  York  Harbor  be 
sent  by  sea  under  charge  of  a  vigilant  officer  and  strong  guard  to  Fort 
Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  Colonel  Dimick,  TJ.  S.  Army,  has  arrived  in 
Boston  under  instructions  to  take  command  at  Fort  Warren,  and  the 
prisoners  will  be  delivered  to  him.  Colonel  Burke  has  been  instructed 
to  turn  over  the  prisoners  under  his  charge  on  your  application.  You 
will  call  on  the  quartermaster  in  New  York  to  farnish  steam  trans- 
portation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Copy  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  who  will  turn  over  the  prisoners 
under  his  charge  on  the  application  of  Colonel  Loomis. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjuta/nt- General. 
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U,  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Southekn  Dist.  op  New  Tobk, 

New  York,  October  28, 1861. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  yesterday  proceeded  to 
Lafayette  to  examine  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  there,  and  in  order 
to  have  the  concurrent  testimony  of  others  I  selected  Mr.  Simeon  Dra- 
per, who  is  connected  with  the  charitable  institutions  of  the  State,  and 
Mr.  Senator  Ferry  to  accompany  me.  After  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  situation  of  the  prisoners  there  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  suf- 
ficient food  of  a  good  qaality  was  supplied  to  them,  and  that  their  wants 
in  other  particulars  were  well  attended  to  with  the  excejition  of  the 
cooking  arrangements.  Soldiers  are  employed  to  do  this  business  who 
have  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  two  cooks 
appointed  who  could  attend  to  this  branch  of  the  department. 

Amongst  the  prisoners  we  found  a  number  of  men  who  occupy  no 
social  position  and  who  have  no  standing  in  the  community  and  whose 
room  would  be  more  beneficial  to  the  Government  than  the  space  they 
occupy.  The  main  difficulty  with  regard  to  the  comfort  of  the  prison- 
ers in  the  fort  is  the  want  of  suflcient  room,  and  by  discharging  those 
whom  it  is  of  no  interest  to  the  Government  to  retain  this  difficulty 
would  be  obviated.  These  men  it  would  appear  to  me  could  not  do  the 
Government  any  mischief,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  surprise  how  they 
came  to  be  arrested.  I  would  therefore  advise  that  some  competent 
person  or  persons  should  be  named  by  you  to  examine  into  the  charges 
against  these  men  and  report  to  you  for  your  final  action  in  tlie  prem- 
ises. Lieutenant  Wood,  in  command  of  the  fort,  complains  that  his 
duties  are  very  onerous,  having  in  charge  from  $5  to  $15,000  belonging 
to  the  prisoners  which  he  disburses  on  their  order.  Of  course  under 
these  circumstances  his  time  is  almost  entirely  occupied  and  he  is 
unable  to  render  those  services  which  he  ought  to  be  able  to  render  to 
the  prisoners. 

I  have  therefore  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  would  only  be  right 
and  proper  that  he  should  have  a  secretary  appointed  to  assist  htm,  to 
be  selected  according  to  your  instructions.  I  would  suggest  that  as 
soon  as  the  room  could  be  spared  that  a  hospital  should  be  set  apart  for 
those  who  are  suffering  from  sickness  in  order  to  separate  them  from 
those  who  are  in  good  health. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

■^  EOBEET  MUEEAY, 

Z7.  8.  Marshal. 

p.  s. Mr.  Draper  and  Senator  Ferry  concur  in  the  above  recom- 
mendation. _    ,,„„^.,^ 

E.  MUEEAY. 

[Indorsement.] 

October  29, 18G1. 
llespectfully  referred  to  Lieutenant-General  Scott  with  a  request  that 
he  will  make  "an  order  for  the  military  matters  Avithiu  mentioned. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Office  op  Peovost-Makshax,, 
Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  October  28, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  "W.  T.  Sherman, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 
General  :  I  send  herewith  a  statement  made  by  a  prisoner  who  was 
arrested  by  my  orders  for  going  South  contrary  to  an  order  issued 
from  this  department  on  the  30th  of  August.  My  object  in  sending  it 
is  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  route — although  I  presume  you  have 
taken  measures  to  close  it— pursued  by  the  prisoner.  I  understand 
from  other  sources  that  the  aforesaid  route  has  been  largely  traveled 
by  persons  desiring  to  evade  the  order  in  reference  to  non-intercourse 
with  the  South. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  MCNEIL, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Missouri  Volunteers,  Provost-Marshal. 

[Inclosare.] 

Saint  Louis,  October  23, 1861. 
Col.  John  McNeil, 

Sib  :  I  was  informed  this  morning  by  Mr.  CafErey  that  you  did  not 
consider  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  as  satisfactory,  it  not  giving  the 
route  by  which  I  went  to  New  Orleans.  I  now  state  that  I  went  by 
railroad  to  Evansville,  Ind. ;  by  river  to  Henderson^  Ky. ;  from  there  by 
stage  to  the  Tennessee  State  line,  where  I  took  the  railroad  to  Brook- 
haven,  Miss. ;  from  there  by  buggy  to  Natchez,  Miss.,  and  thence  by 
river  to  New  Orleans.  Eeturning  I  came  by  railroad  to  Memphis, 
where  I  stopped  one  day  and  a  half  to  collect  some  debts ;  went  from 
there  to  Natchez,  where  I  arrived  on  Saturday  noon ;  collected  some 
debts  and  returned  from  there  on  Sunday  to  State  line  by  railroad,  by 
stage  to  Henderson,  Ky.;  from  there  by  Government  steamer  Storm  to 
Evansville  and  by  railroad  home. 

I  do  not  consider  that  I  have  committed  any  offense  by  making  the 
trip  to  the  South  as  I  went  solely  on  our  commercial  business  to  collect 
moneys  we  required  in  our  business  and  which  there  was  danger  of 
being  confiscated.  I  will  further  state  that  I  remained  at  the  several 
places  which  I  visited  only  time  enough  to  transact  my  business,  and 
left  by  first  conveyance  I  could  get.  The  following-named  gentlemen 
will  I  feel  confident  bear  me  out  in  my  assurance  of  loyalty  to  the 
Government  under  which  we  live:  Albert  Pearce,  esq.,  George  Pegram, 
esq.,  William  J.  Hazard,  esq.,  Messrs.  S.  M.  Edgell  &  Co.,  Messrs. 
William  Matthews  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  John  J,  Eoe  &  Co. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  TOLAN. 

[Indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  Major  Corwine,  judge-advocate. 
This  man  left  after  the  proclamation  of  martial  law,  passing  our  lines 
each  way  without  permission  and  in  defiance  of  orders,  and  now  pleads 
ignorance. 

JOHN  MCNEIL, 
Assistant  Frovost- Marshal. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  29, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  and 
Col.  G.  LooMis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  requested  Seth  C.  Hawley,  esq.,  to  visit  the 
forts  m  New  York  Harbor  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  this  Depart- 
ment the  names  of  such  among  the  prisoners  there  confined  as  may  with 
propriety  be  released.  You  will  please  render  such  aid  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  errand  as  may  be  necessary,  and  grant  to  him  full  permission 
to  visit  all  the  forts  under  your  respective  commands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  29, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  an  extract*  from  a  communication  received 
at  this  Department  from  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the 
southern  district  of  New  York.  Will  you  please  examine  the  matter 
and  report  to  me  the  names  of  such  persons  as  in  your  judgment  may 
with  propriety  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


ExECXTTiTE  Department,  Albany,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  Eev.  H.  Dunn  called  on  me  on  Saturday  last  and  made 
certain  statements  in  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  vessels  at  Montreal 
destined  for  Southern  ports.  I  requested  him  to  put  the  information 
in  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  copy  of  his 
statement  herewith  for  such  consideration  as  you  may  deem  it  enti- 
tled to. 

I  am,  with  high  regard,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  MORGAN, 
Governor  of  New  York. 

[Inclosnre.] 

[Albany],  October  26, 1861. 
Governor  Morgan. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  substance  of  the  statement  which  you  wish  me  to 
commit  to  paper  is  this : 

There  is  a  vessel  now  being  loaded  in  Montreal  destined  to  a  South- 
ern port.  Consul  Mure  and  his  two  brothers  who  are  there  are  supposed 
to  be  interested  (John  Mure  especially  so)  in  the  enterprise.  The  cap- 
tain of  this  vessel  boasts  that  he  has  twice  run  the  blockade.  I  also 
give  it  as  my  opinion  that  there  was  not  sulficieut  efficiency  in  the  con- 
sulate to  meet  the  present  emergency.  Not  that  I  call  in  question  the 
integrity  or  ability  of  the  consul-general,  but  first  he  is  a  very  old 
man  for  such  a  place;  and  second  his  home  is  in  Ohio  and  he  is  neces- 
sarily much  of  his  time  with  his  family.  The  deputy  who  is  the  acting 
consul  is  manager  of  nearly  all  the  express  companies  of  both  provinces. 
He  has  no  time  or  disposition  to  make  himself  active  in  defeating  rebel 
designs.  At  Quebec  where  beyond  measure  we  need  a  consul  there  is 
but  an  agent.    Montreal  and  Quebec  are  full  of  secessionists.    Proba- 

Muiiay  to  Seward,  October  28,  ante. 
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bly  nearly  or  quite  100  refagees  from  the  South  are  at  those  two  places. 
If  I  were  permitted  to  suggest  it  would  be  the  appointment  at  once  of 
a  consul  at  Quebec,  and  employing  an  efficient  detective  agent  at  Mon- 
treal who  would  telegraph  to  the  agent  at  Eouse's  Point  or  other  places 
when  secessionists  were  going  South  and  keep  the  Government  Informed 
of  their  measures  generally. 

It  is  true  that  through  Mr.  Weed  I  have  asked  for  the  consulate  at 
Quebec  if  one  be  created  there  and  would  be  much  obliged  for  your 
own  influence  in  that  direction  if  you  feel  free  to  give  it;  yet  it  is  above 
all  personal  consideration  that  influences  my  opinion  in  this  case. 
Most  respectfully, 

H.  BUKS. 

P.  S. — Another  fact  is  worthy  of  notice.  Funds  are  being  constantly 
sent  from  the  South  to  these  insurgents  of  ours  in  Montreal  and  Quebec. 
Should  such  funds  be  permitted  to  pass? 

H.  D. 


New  Yokk,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewakd: 

Will  you  continue  countermand*  of  order  for  removal  of  Fort  Lafay- 
ette prisoners  until  I  see  youf  I  leave  for  Washington  to-morrow 
morning. 

W.  H.  LUDLOW. 


FoET  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  October  30, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Mdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sib  :  Inclosed  you  will  receive  Lieutenant  Wood's  report  disposing 
of  the  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette  up  to  this  date.  If  you  do  not  con- 
sider the  suggestion  an  improper  one  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  the 
General-in-Chief  to  signify  direct  or  through  me  his  approbation  of 
Lieutenant  Wood's  conduct  while  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort 
Lafayette.  I  am  aware  that  in  ordinary  cases  these  duties  would  be 
considered  merely  as  a  part  of  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  service,  but 
so  highly  do  I  estimate  Lieutenant  Wood's  exertions  in  the  discharge  of 
these  most  onerous  duties  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  submitting  a  sug- 
gestion of  this  nature  to  the  General-in-Chief,  Lieutenant  Wood  having 
in  my  opinion  while  stationed  at  Fort  Lafayette  rendered  services 
equivalent  to  those  of  three  good  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIN  BUIiKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Fort  Lapaybtte,  New  YorTc  Harbor,  October  30, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions 1 1  have  delivered  into 
the  custody  of  [Lieut.]  John  L.  Buell,  Fourth  Infantry,  all  the  prisoners 

*  No  countermand  order  can  be  found. 

t  To  Bend  the  political  prisoners  to  Fort  Warren.     See  Townseud  to  Looinis,  Oct. 
26,  p.  120. 
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of  war  and  state  confined  at  this  post  and  hold  his  receipt  for  the  same. 
I  also  as  per  instructions  sent  twenty  men  of  the  detachment  under  iny 
command  as  guard  and  furnished  throe  days'  cooked  rations  for  both 
prisoners  and  guard. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquartkks  Department  of  Virginia,  &c., 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  1,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  Commanding  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

General  :  I  received  your  several  communications  of  the  23d  and 
the  29th  ultimo,  with  an  indorsement  on  that  of  the  23d.  In  reply  to 
the  latter  I  have  only  to  remark  that  I  gave  no  other  instructions  than 
that  I  could  not  for  the  present  receive  passengers  by  flags  of  truce 
coming  from  Norfolk.  I  was  not  aware  until  you  informed  me  that  any 
other  instructions  had  been  given  on  tlie  subject.  1  certainly  have  no 
intention  or  desire  to  be  discourteous  to  General  Huger. 

Herewith  I  send  by  a  flag  of  truce  and  commend  to  your  care  and 
courtesy  the  following-named  persons :  Mrs.  Susan  Carnes,  her  sister, 
Miss  Shelton,  and  Miss  Barker;  Mrs.  Eeeves,  her  four  children  and 
female  servant;  Mrs.  Sopbia  Allen  and  son  (seven  years  old),  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Parker,  Mrs.  Margaret  Cormick,  Mrs.  Annie  M.  Upsher,  Miss 
Williamson,  Miss  E.  B.  Nichols,  Mrs,  Julia  Still  man,  Mrs.  Eliza  Still- 
luan,  Mrs.  Rachael  E.  Myers  and  her  daughter,  and  I  believe  one  other 
lady  who  is  desirous  of  visiting  her  children  and  who  says  her  husband 
is  in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Mr.  0.  Drew  and  his  daughter  also  go  with  this 
flag. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-General. 

r.  S. — I  also  send  under  cover  to  you  a  small  i)ackage  of  letters. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Louisville,  Ky,,  November  2, 1861. 

General  W.  T.  Ward,  Gampbellsville. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  31st  is  received.  When  prisoners  are 
received  have  the  papers  all  handed  to  Judge  Bullitt,  a  good  Union  man 
and  a  member  of  tlie  court  of  appeals,  to  whose  decision  I  leave  the 
case.  We  cannot  imprison  and  keep  in  custody  all  suspected  persons, 
and  the  only  safe  course  is  to  follow  the  law  of  the  State  of  Kentucky 
which  makes  arrests  only  proper  when  overt  acts  of  treason  are  estab- 
lished. The  cases  you  mention  are  certainly  such  as  the  safety  of  tlie 
community  would  justify  in  having  imprisoned  and  I  will  caution  Judge 
Bullitt  on  the  point. 

By  my  request  Judge  Catron  has  appointed  a  number  of  commission- 
ers to  reside  along  the  line,  one  of  whom  was  designed  for  Campbells- 
viUe.  His  examination  and  commitment  will  be  final  and  will  obviate 
our  hitherto  trouble  of  judging  cases  from  mere  letters  and  the  expla- 
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nations  of  the  accused.  So  many  improper  arrests  were  made  by  self- 
constituted  authorities  that  there  was  a  physical  impossibility  of  keeping 
them.  To  inflict  any  cruelty  on  them  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the 
laws  of  war  or  peace,  and  the  consequence  is  many  dangerous  men  are 
set  free.  Judge  Catron  says  the  commissioners  can  put  them  under 
bond  and  the  bond  will  be  good  against  their  property  or  the  property 
of  their  sureties. 

As  you  can  well  understand  we  would  soon  fill  all  the  places  of 
confinement  in  Louisville  were  we  to  arrest  and  imprison  all  who  may 
be  dangerous.  Leaders  and  conspicuous  men  never  should  be  arrested 
unless  in  strong  cases,  and  then  an  examination  should  be  had  before  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States. 

I  expect  you  up  this  week. 


Tours,  truly. 


W.  T.  SHEEMAlSr, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  4, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 
General:  I  have  this  day  received  a  note  from  Maj.  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan  stating  that  within  the  past  few  days  orders  have  been  sent 
from  his  headquarters  to  you  to  pass  over  our  lines  two  or  three  loyal 
citizens  under  flags  of  truce  and  that  at  the  time  of  issuing  of  these 
orders  it  was  not  known  to  him  that  the  power  to  grant  such  passes 
was  confined  to  the  State  Department.  He  desires  me  to  approve  his 
action  which  under  the  circumstances  I  have  done.  Tou  will  therefore 
please  permit  the  persons  holding  passes  from  him  to  go  over  our  lines 
as  directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  4, 1861. 
Seth  0.  Hawley,  Esq.,  'New  Yorlc. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  31st  ultimo  informing  me  of  your  inability  to  execute  the  orders 
of  this  Department  of  the  29th  ultimo  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of 
the  prisoners  from  the  forts  in  New  York  Harbor  to  Fort  Warren,  in 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  suggesting  if  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  that 
you  should  proceed  to  that  point  and  make  the  investigation  required 
that  instructions  to  the  commanding  ofBcer  of  Fort  Warren  similar  to 
those  to  the  commandants  of  the  forts  in  New  York  be  forwarded  to  you. 
In  reply  I  inclose  herewith  such  instructions  to  Colonel  Dimick 
together  with  a  note  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq.,  the  TI.  S.  marshal  for  the 
southern  district  of  New  York,  requesting  liim  to  accompany  you  and 
to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  his  power  in  prosecuting  your  investigations. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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[Inclosure  No.  1,] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  4, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 
Colonel  :  I  have  requested  Seth  C.  Hawley,  esq.,  to  visit  Fort  War- 
ren, Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  cases  of  certain  pris- 
oners recently  transferred  from  New  York  and  of  reporting  to  me  the 
names  of  such  as  in  his  judgment  may  with  propriety  be  released.  He 
will  be  accompanied  by  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the 
southern  district  of  New  York.  You  will  please  grant  to  both  these 
gentlemen  full  permission  to  visit  the  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  War- 
ren and  render  them  all  other  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  errand  in 
your  power. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

[luclosure  No.  2.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  4,  1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  have  requested  the  Hon.  Seth  C.  Hawley  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Warren,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  investigate  the  cases  of  certain  prisoners 
therein  confined  (lately  transferred  from  the  military  posts  in  New  York 
Harbor)  referred  to  in  your  letter  to  this  Department  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
and  he  has  expressed  a  desire  to  avail  himself  of  your  counsel  and 
advice  in  the  premises.  T  will  therefore  thank  you  to  consult  freely 
with  Mr.  Hawley  and  if  possible  accompany  him  to  Boston,  and  render 
him  all  the  assistance  you  can  in  the  prosecution  of  his  investigations. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  5, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  Marshal,  New  TorTc. 

Sir:  Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  the  provost-marshal  in  this  city,  has 
in  his  custody  several  female  prisoners  and  it  is  thought  advisable  to 
transfer  them  to  some  other  point  where  they  can  be  more  comfortably 
detained.  Will  you  please  proceed  to  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Har- 
bor, and  make  an  examination  of  it  with  reference  to  that  object  and 
report  to  me  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  whether  in  your  judg- 
ment suitable  accommodation  can  be  provided  therein. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 


TJ,  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Cincinnati,  November  5, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Inclosed  please  find  statements  of  several  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  in  Southern  Ohio.  I  have  ofttimes  received  statements  of  a 
similar  character.  I  would  refer  you  to  the  Hon,  S.  P,  Chase  as  to  the 
responsibility  of  Mr.  Beckett  and  the  other  gentlemen  whose  names 
appear  on  the  within  statement, 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  SANDS, 

TJ,  8,  Marshal. 
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[First  indoTBement.] 

Department  of  State,  November  8, 1861. 
Respectfiilly  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  arresting  the  person  complained  of.     Please 
return  these  papers. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State: 

E.  D.  WEBSTEE. 

[Second  Indorsement.] 

Secretary  of  State: 

Messrs.  Beckett  and  Tytus  are  best  known  to  me  of  the  gentlemen 
referred  to  and  are  highly  respected  citizens.  The  other  gentlemen  so 
far  as  I  know  enjoy  the  confidence  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  add,  however,  that  I  am  obliged  to  differ  from  them  as  to  the 
expediency  of  arresting  Mr.  Vallaudigham.    I  return  the  papers. 

S.  P.  CHASE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States : 
We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Butler  County,  Third  Congressional 
district,  Ohio,  having  heard  the  speech  of  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallaudigham 
made  in  this  city  on  the  12th  of  October,  1861,  and  believing  it  will 
calculate  to  render  aid  and  comfort  to  the  traitors  now  in  hostility 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  by  exciting  sympathy  for 
them  in  this  community,  and  particularly  by  preventing  enlistments  in 
the  volunteer  service  of  the  country  and  by  discouraging  subscriptions 
to  the  Government  loan,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  request  that  you 
adopt  such  means  as  will  prevent  this  gentleman  from  working  similar 
detriment  to  the  public  service  in  future.  We  herewith  send  the  Cin- 
cinnati Commercial  containing  a  brief  abstract  of  the  speech  in  ques- 
tion, which  we  pronounce  generally  correct  as  far  as  it  goes.  Of  the 
effect  of  this  sj^eech  in  our  community  we  can  only  give  our  opinion, 
which  is  that  it  has  in  some  measure  put  a  stop  to  enUstments  in  this 
community.  Were  we  to  undertake  to  point  out  wherein  the  Commer- 
cial's report  fails  to  give  a  full  impression  of  Vallandigham's  language 
it  would  be  in  that  part  where  he  denounces  the  loan  and  tax  measures, 
which  he  denounced  as  particularly  unequal,  unwise  and  disastrous  in 
their  results.  We  have  only  further  to  say  that  the  speech  in  its  gen- 
eral tone  and  bearing  was  just  such  a  speech  as  might  very  well  have 
been  addressed  to  and  been  applauded  by  an  audience  of  rebels.  It  was 
vilely  denunciatory  of  the  Administration  and  very  kindly  in  its  tone 
toward  the  rebels.  On  the  subject  of  taxation  he  said  that  the  amount 
to  each  man,  woman  and  child  would  be  about  $30;  that  the  people 
would  be  utterly  unable  to  pay  it,  and  the  result  would  be  that  under 
the  law  the  farms  would  be  sold  and  bid  in  by  the  Government  officers, 
and  shortly  afterward  Government  land  offices  would  be  established 
all  over  the  State  for  the  sale  of  forfeited  farms.  As  to  the  bonds 
issued  by  the  Government  they  would  soon  depreciate  to  80  or  70  per 
cent.,  and  thus  the  widows  and  orphans  would  be  fleeced.  And  if  the 
war  went  on  a  few  years  the  very  men  who  authorized  the  issuance  of 
the  bonds  would  turn  round  and  repudiate  them.  We  do  most  sin- 
cerely believe  the  good  of  the  country  requires  that  the  said  Vallan- 
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digham  should  be  forthwith  arrested  and  taken  care  of  until  the  war  is 
ended,  and  we  hope  that  Marshal  A.  C.  Sands  will  be  instructed  to 
make  said  arrest. 

F.  J.  TYTUS. 
JACOB  MOEEIS. 

The  parts  of  Mr.  Yallandigham's  speech  which  we  heard  are  cor- 
rectly set  forth  above. 

M.  P.  ALSTON. 

PHILIP  BERKY. 

J.  F.  SUTHEELAND. 

We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  the  said  Congressional  district, 
believing  the  above  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  speecb  of  Mr.  Val- 
landigham  and  of  its  tendency,  and  considering  that  he  has  at  other 
times  and  places  made  speeches  to  the  same  effect,  and  believing  that 
he  is  using  aU  his  influence  to  defeat  the  efibrts  of  the  Government  in 
crushing  out  the  rebellion  which  now  so  seriously  threatens  its  exist- 
ence, would  earnestly  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  the  immediate 
arrest  of  C.  L.  Vallandigham  and  of  his  safe-keeping  until  the  public 
danger  is  removed. 

WM.  BECKETT. 

E.  G.  DYEE. 

ISEAEL  WILLIAMS. 

EZEA  POTTEE. 

As  to  the  character  and  responsibility  of  Beckett,  Dyer,  Williams, 
Tytus,  Morris,  Potter  and  Alston,  and  Berry  and  Sutherland,  see  Sec- 
retary Chase. 


PBOCLAMATION. 

Headqtjaetees,  Prestonburg,  Noveniber  5, 1861. 
Having  this  day  occupied  the  town  of  Prestonburg  with  the  force 
under  my  command  I  declare  to  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  is  restored  in  this  section  of  the 
State,  and  that  the  regular  fall  terms  of  the  courts  will  be  held  in  those 
counties  in  which  the  time  for  holding  the  same  has  not  passed;  and 
all  civil  officers  are  ordered  to  attend  at  the  regular  times  and  places 
of  holding  said  courts  and  attend  to  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  5th  day  of  November,  1861. 

W.  NELSON, 
[Brigadier-  General,  Commanding.] 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  7, 1861. 
His  Excellency  William  Uennison,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

GOVEENOE:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  telegraphic  dis- 
patch of  yesterday*  expressing  an  opinion  that  three  brothers  named 
Orumbaugh,  from  Kentucky,  now  held  as  prisoners  of  war,  ought  to  be 
released,  and  requesting  their  discharge  after  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 

'  Nju  found. 

Q    P     -B. H-P.-R.T-ES    IIj   VOL    II 
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giance  Id  reply  T  have  to  state  that  although  reluctant  even  to  delay 
a  compliance  with  any  similar  request  from  you  I  am  compelled  by  cir- 
cumstances of  which  you  may  not  be  fully  aware  to  postpone  the  release 
of  prisoners  of  war  from  Kentucky  at  this  juncture.  This  determina- 
tion has  been  reached  pursuant  to  the  suggestion  of  loyal  citizens  of 
high  standing  in  that  State  to  which  we  feel  bound  to  defer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  7, 1861. 
Thornton  K.  Lotheop,  Esq., 

Assistant  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Boston,  Mass. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant*  has  been  received.  I  am  directed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  say  that  there  being  an  insur- 
rection in  the  United  States  the  President  has  suspended  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  and  in  the  waters  thereof 
so  far  as  it  may  concern  the  action  of  any  military  or  naval  ofBcer  or 
other  persons  engaged  in  the  military  service  or  the  naval  service  of  the 
Union  and  any  civil  oflBcer  of  the  United  States.  No  ofiBcer  therefore 
of  the  United  States  will  obey  any  such  writ  without  the  assent  of  this 
Department  previously  obtained. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  November  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  In  a  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  10th  pBth] 
of  last  month  I  directed  your  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which 
the  master  and  crew  of  the  British  schooner  Eevere  appeared  to  have 
been  treated  after  the  capture  of  their  vessel  by  the  U.  S.  ship 
Cambridge,  and  especially  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  crew  had  been 
kept  in  irons. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  beg  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
take  into  their  serious  consideration  statements  concerning  another  case 
of  the  same  kind  which  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  by  Eear- 
Admiral  Sir  Alexander  Milne,  commander-in-chief  of  Her  Majesty's 
naval  forces  on  the  North  American  and  West  Indian  station  s.  It  would 
appear  from  them  that  on  the  seizure  by  the  Cambridge  of  another 
British  schooner,  the  Louisa  Agnes,  for  an  alleged  breach  of  blockade, 
two  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel  also  were  put  in  irons  and  that  the  master 
did  not  meet  with  that  considerate  treatment  which  might  have  been 
reasonably  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  admiral's  dispatch  on  the 
subject  and  an  extract  t  from  an  affidavit  of  the  master  of  the  Louisa 
Agnes  which  accompanied  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Vith  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 
LTOKS. 

*  Not  found.  t  Omitted. 
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[Indosure.] 

Nile,  at  Halifax,  October  28, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  K.  C.  B.,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  deem  it  right  to  forward  to  your  excellency  the  accom- 
panying original  papers  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner 
Louisa  Agnes,  of  Lunenburg,  which  have  been  forwarded  to  me  by  the 
owner  of  her  cargo,  Mr.  Moran,  a  merchant  of  this  city.  I  do  so,  how- 
ever, not  with  any  view  to  your  excellency's  entering  into  the  question 
of  her  capture  which  I  presume  is  now  before  the  U.  S.  prize  courts,  but 
of  pointing  out  how  contrary  it  is  to  the  usages  of  war  to  resort  to  coer- 
cion upon  the  unresisting  crews  of  neutral  vessels  detained  for  breach 
of  blockade,  &c.,  and  further  that  I  cannot  but  think  as  a  naval  oflficer 
that  if  these  statements  are  true  not  only  had  the  seamen  who  were 
put  in  irons  strong  grounds  of  complaint  but  the  master  had  a  right  to 
look  for  more  considerate  treatment  to  himself  personally  than  he 
appears  to  have  received  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  ships  Cambridge  and 
Susquehanna. 

It  will  be  for  your  excellency  to  decide  as  to  what  steps  if  any  should 
be  taken  thereon  or  whether  any  immediate  representation  should  be 
made  to  the  United  States  Government  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such 
harsh  treatment  to  masters  and  crews  of  English  vessels  detained  by 
U.  S.  ships  of  war,  but  whatever  course  may  be  deemed  most  in  accord- 
ance with  your  excellency's  views  I  maybe  permitted  to  refer  to  the  very 
emphatic  language  used  in  regard  to  an  analogous  case  by  Sir  W.  Scott, 
in  his  judgment  on  the  case  of  the  San  Juan  Baptista  (Robert,  Adm. 
Eeports,  p.  33),  wherein  referring  to  putting  the  crew  of  a  prize  in  irons 
that  eminent  jurist  says  if  proved  to  have  existed  and  to  the  extent 
alleged  and  without  necessity  must  be  pronounced  disgraceful  to  the 
character  of  the  country  (Great  Britain),  since  no  one  who  hears  me 
will  deny  that  to  apply  even  to  enemies  modes  of  restraint  that  are 
unnecessary  and  at  the  same  time  convey  personal  indignity  and  per- 
sonal suffering  is  highly  dishonorable. 
I  have,  &c.. 

ALEXANDEE  MILNE. 


Chicago,  November  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  *  *  *  A  man  by  the  name  of  Jewett,  a  son-in-law  of  Com- 
modore Garrison,  came  io  this  city  in  the  month  of  May  last.  He  is 
Southern  by  birth  and  a  strong  secessionist  in  feeling,  but  says  very 
little.  He  stated  to  a  friend  of  his,  a  reliable  Union  man,  that  he  was 
introduced  to  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  by  Breckinridge  last  winter; 
that  he  has  been  in  correspondence  with  both  the  President  and  his 
wife ;  that  Mrs.  Lincoln  has  written  him  several  replies.  Several  of  his 
recent  letters  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  copies  of  which  he  read  to  my  informant, 
were  substantially  intended'  to  induce  her  to  caution  the  President 
against  the  Secretary  of  State.  Whether  the  object  of  this  man  Jewett 
is  to  make  trouble  by  his  correspondence  with  the  wile  of  the  President 
or  to  obtain  information  by  means  of  such  replies  as  may  be  written  or 
whether  he  is  a  mere  adventurer  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine.  I  will 
endeavor  to  procure  copies  of  his  letters  and  forward  them.  I  inform 
you  of  these  facts,  thinking  that  perhaps  some  Ught  may  be  thrown 
upon  the  matter  at  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  ^^^  ^_  ^^^^.^^^ 
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Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  November  7, 1861. 
Hod.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  desire  to  furnish  information  that  may  possibly  be  of  serv- 
ice to  my  Goverumeut  will  serve  as  an  apology  for  my  addressing  you 
directly.  I  would  refer  to  the  acquaintance  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
having  with  you  when  lesiding  in  Albany  simply  to  secure  a  favorable 
consideration  of  the  subject  of  this  letter.  I  have  just  been  informed 
by  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability  that  the  traitor  Beauregard  has 
a  nephew  in  Montreal  with  whom  he  maintains  a  constant  semi-weekly 
correspondence  through  the  mail  under  cover  to  the  president  of  the 
Bank  of  Montreal,  The  Government  may  be  in  possession  of  the  infor- 
mation already,  but  if  not  it  seems  to  me  to  deserve  their  attention. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  rebels  gain  very  accurate  information 
of  the  intentions  of  our  Government,  and  this  may  be  one  of  the  meth- 
ods by  which  it  is  obtained.  It  also  seems  to  me  probable  that  British 
officials  in  Virginia  are  used  as  the  channels  through  which  the  corre- 
spondence is  forwarded  northward.  There  are  a  large  number  of 
secessionists  at  one  of  the  principal  hotels  in  Montreal  who  are  doubt- 
less engaged  in  some  way  in  furnishing  important  information  to  their 
friends  at  the  South. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  NEWLAND. 

[First  iudoraoraent.] 

Department  op  State,  November  12, 1861. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Montreal  with 
the  request  that  he  will  return  when  he  no  longer  has  use  for  it. 

[Second  indorsemont.] 

The  fact  that  Beauregard  had  a  nephew  here  was  known  to  me  at  the 
time  and  reported  to  the  Department.  But  he  stayed  here  less  than  a 
week  and  had  no  letters  tlirough  the  president  of  the  Montreal  bank 
except  one  of  an  ordinary  business  transaction. 

J.  E.  G[IDDINGS,] 


Office  of  U.  S.  Attorney, 
Philadelphia,  November  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  case  of  one  Samuel  Eakins,  recently  discharged  from  Fort 
Lafayette,  was  presented  to  me  to-day  in  a  form  somewhat  embarass- 
ing.  On  the  24th  of  August  last  Eakins  was  arrested  upon  a  warrant 
issued  by  the  U.  S,  commissioner  (Heazlitt)  and  a  hearing  had  in  his 
case  before  the  commissioner.  Pending  the  examination  he  was  (!om- 
mitted  by  the  executive  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he  has  remained  till 
a  day  or  two  ago.  This  morning  he  presented  himself  to  the  marshal 
for  this  district  and  requested  that  officer  to  deliver  to  him  certain 
property,  including  a  watch  and  some  gold  coin,  that  was  found  in  his 
possession  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  He  stated  that  he  intended  to 
leave  immediately  for  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  learning  whether 
the  Government  desired  to  employ  him  in  any  of  its  workshops.  The 
commissioner  informed  him  that  he  was  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal 
inasmuch  as  the  original  complaint  had  not  been  disposed  of,  to  which 
Mr.  Eakins  replied  that  he  was  unconditionally  discharged  by  the  Gov- 
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eriiment.  I  instructed  the  commissiouer  to  allow  Eaklns  to  enter  bis 
own  recogmzance  to  appear  upon  the  24th  of  the  present  month  to 
answer  the  charge  upon  which  he  had  been  originally  arrested-the 
charge  of  treason— and  said  to  him  that  the  marshal  would  retain  the 
property  (m  value  about  $1,500)  as  security. 

1  am  unable  to  consult  with  the  district  attorney  in  the  matter,  but 
1  learn  that  Mr.  Coffey  had  concluded  before  his  illness  that  the  case 
was  not  one  for  prosecution.  I  desire,  however,  to  know  whether  the 
Department  have  any  instructions  to  give  the  district  attorney  in 
relation  to  the  case  or  have  any  wish  in  reference  to  it.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment does  not  desire  the  prosecution  now  pending  to  proceed  fur- 
ther 1  presume  that  the  money  belonging  to  Mr.  Eakins  may  be 
delivered  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  HUBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney. 

[IndoTsemest.] 

If  it  is  not  a  case  in  which  the  evidence  will  warrant  a  strong  expec- 
tation of  success  discharge  him. 

W.  H.  SEWARD. 


[November  9, 18G1.] 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  Some  time  since  I  sent  by  the  United  States  Express  a  package 
containing  a  pamphlet  and  paper  written  and  published  by  Merritt 
Munson,  of  this  State,  to  the  State  Department  for  instructions.  I 
have  heard  nothing  from  it,  and  therefore  call  the  attention  of  the 
Department  to  it. 

On  the  29th  instant  I  learned  that  one  Doctor  Hopper,  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  left  this  city  in  company  with  two  ladies  and  a  Doctor  Letcher. 
His  destination  was  Canada.  He  went  there  for  the  i)urpose  of  pur- 
chasing quinine  and  morphine,  and  is  expected  to  return  at  once.  I 
telegraphed  to  Mr.  Barse,  at  Detroit,  and  arranged  with  a  gentleman 
at  Michigan  City,  the  junction  of  the  Michigan  Central  and  New  Albany 
and  Salem  roads,  and  another  at  the  Lake  Station,  the  junction  of  the 
Central  and  "  Cut  Ofl"  Kailroads,  to  watch  for  them.  Doctor  Hopper 
is  described  thus :  Tall,  aristocratic  appearance ;  light  hair,  smooth  face, 
large  blue  eyes,  about  forty;  wears  dark  business  coat,  drab  vest  and 
pants  and  slouch  hat.  His  wife  has  dark  complexion,  black  eyes  and 
hair;  full  medium  height.  The  other  lady  small,  light  hair,  blue  eyes, 
round  face  and  plump.  Their  errand  was  communicated  in  Tennessee 
to  a  person  who  was  in  their  confidence.  The  ladies  both  had  leather 
traveling  bags;  no  other  baggage;  will  probably  return  with  trunks. 
Doctor  Letcher  has  gone  to  Washington.  A  description  of  him  can  be 
obtained  from  W.T.  Dennis,  a  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
He  should  be  arrested,  and  the  arrest  kejit  from  the  public  until  the 
others  have  been  apprehended. 

Mr.  Barse  informs  me  of  the  arrest  of  Shaver,*  an  agent  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway.  I  had  known  of  his  movements  and  expected  to 
arrest  him  in  Indiana.  I  am  afraid  the  arrest  was  premature.  If  the 
Department  wishes  any  more  evidence  in  his  case  I  can  furnish  it. 

*  See  p.  982  for  case  of  Shaver. 
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Yesterday  I  received  from  Grovernor  Morton,  of  Indiana,  a  letter*  a 
copy  of  which  I  inclose.  I  will  go  to  Bloomiugton  to-night  and  make 
some  temporary  arrangement  until  the  Department  instructs  me  what 
course  to  take  in  the  matter.  The  suggestions  in  the  letter  seem  to  be 
judicious. 

Some  weeks  since  I  learned  that  a  consignment  of  saltpeter  had  been 
landed  from  a  Goderich  (Canadian)  propeller  with  no  other  mark  than 
a  diamond  B  and  without  a  bill  of  lading.  The  seizure  of  contraband 
was  not  included  in  my  duties,  but  I  took  the  liberty  of  locking  it  up. 
No  one  has  claimed  it  and  it  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  surveyor  of 
the  port.    There  are  twenty-two  packages. 

A  few  days  afterward  I  received  a  dispatch  from  a  special  agent  ot 
the  Treasury  Department  asking  me  to  look  out  for  a  consignment  of 
tobacco,  three- fourths  of  which  was  the  property  of  rebels.  The 
tobacco  (2,400  cases)  was  found  in  the  hands  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Bailroad  and  taken  charge  of  until  the  arrival  of  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  when  it  was  delivered  to  the  surveyor  of  the 
port.  I  drew  upon  the  Department  for  my  salary  for  two  months  and 
a  small  bill  of  expenses  paid  by  me. 

Eespectfolly  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  MILLEE. 


Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  Novemher  11. 1861. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  be  suspended  so  far  as  it  relates  to  oflScers  and  soldiers  in  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  or  marshals  and  their 
deputies  within  the  State  of  New  York. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Approved : 

A.  LINCOLN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  11, 1861. 
His  Excellency  William  Dennison, 

Governor  of  Ohio,  Columbus. 
Sir  :  1  have  examined  the  papers  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Messrs. 
Crumbaugh  and  am  of  the  impression  that  although  these  persons 
might  not  if  released  pursuant  to  your  recommendation  engage  in 
the  military  service  of  the  insurgents  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
they  would  not  seek  civil  employment  under  them.  If  therefore  you 
will  sound  them  as  to  their  disposition  to  enter  into  an  engagement  not 
to  accept  employment  of  any  kind  in  that  quarter  or  to  do  any  hostile 
act  against  the  United  States,  and  should  find  such  disposition  to  exist, 
the  expediency  of  their  discharge  will  again  be  taken  into  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Baltimore,  November  ll,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lookwood,  U.  S.  Army. 

General  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  forces  under  your  command 
into  the  counties  ot  Accomac  and  Northampton,  Va.,  and  carry  out 


*Not  inclosed. 
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the  assurances  given  in  the  proclamation  to  be  issued  by  me  on  the  13th 
instant.  One  of  the  objects  in  view,  though  not  stated  iu  the  procla- 
mation, is  to  bring  these  counties  back  to  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  reunite  them  to  the  Union  on  the  footing  of  West  Virginia. 
The  first  step  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  is  to  disarm  aud  dis- 
perse the  military  corps  encamped  within  them.  If  these  corps  are  in 
the  service  of  the  Confederates  they  should  be  made  prisoners  and  sent 
to  this  city.  A  conciliatory  course  should  be  pursued  in  regard  to 
those  who  are  not  under  arms  and  have  not  been  in  the  pay  of  the  Con- 
federate Government.  It  will  require  great  discretion  and  prudence  in 
bringing  about  the  desired  result;  but  if  the  people  of  these  counties 
can  be  induced  to  declare  their  independence  of  the  Confederates  the 
strongest  assurance  may  be  given  to  them  of  an  efllcient  protection  by 
the  Government. 

It  will  be  advisable  to  have  a  free  and  frank  conference  with  the 
leading  Union  men  as  soon  as  you  think  the  time  has  come  for  disclosing 
the  wishes  of  the  Government.  In  advancing  into  the  interior  great 
care  will  be  necessary  to  guard  against  surprises.  It  is  understood 
that  the  intention  is  to  carry  on  a  guerrilla  warfare  against  you  and 
that  the  character  of  the  country  favors  it.  Against  this  you  will  take 
the  requisite  precaution  by  carefully  feeling  your  way.  You  will  if 
possible  send  me  a  brief  note  of  your  progress  every  day. 

No  distinction  should  be  made  between  the  citizens  of  those  counties 
in  regard  to  the  past.  All  who  submit  peaceably  to  the  authority  of 
the  Government  are  to  be  regarded  as  loyal.  If  any  persist  iu  acts  of 
hostility  it  is  for  you  as  commander  of  the  expedition  to  decide  what 
measures  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to  their  persona  or  their  property, 
and  with  this  prerogative  no  subordinates  can  be  permitted  to  inter- 
fere. The  notion  has  been  far  too  prevalent  that  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  secessionists  may  be  unceremoniously  dealt  with  by  commanders 
of  regiments  or  corps  and  the  sooner  it  is  corrected  the  better. 
1  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 
'  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General,  Commanding. 


Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Peovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  November  11, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Portee,  U.  S.  Army,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  In  the  case  of  Mrs.  Medora  A.,  alias  Mary  E.  Onderdonk, 
arrested  at  Chicago  and  brought  here  on  an  order  of  Hon.  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  and  now  confined  in  the  female  prison,  No. 
398  Sixteenth  street  (Mrs.  Greenhow's  house),  since  the  evening  of  15th  of 
October,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  carefully  examined  all  the 
papers  connected  with  it,  including  the  report  of  John  C.  Miller  (who 
was  intrusted  with  the  management  of  the  case)  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State;  also  various  letters  and  a  lengthy  statement  made  by 
Mrs.  Onderdonk  to  one  of  my  operatives  and  which  I  caused  to  be  taken 
since  her  incarceration;  all  of  which  papers  are  now  on  file  in  my  office, 
and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  not  Heeing  any  good  grounds  to  sus- 
tain the  charge  of  being  a  spy  or  otherwise  treasonably  implicated  that 
she  be  discharged  from  custody.  ^   ,.     ^ 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Release  her  and  pay  fare  to  Chicago. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  12, 1861. 
Chief  of  Police,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Sir  :  It  is  expected  that  all  persons  embarking  for  foreign  ports  and 
especially  for  Europe  will  provide  themselves  with  passports  from  this 
Department,  or  if  aliens  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  You 
will  not  allow  any  persons  not  so  provided  to  embark  at  Philadelphia 
excepting  only  the  jioorer  class  of  emigrants,  whom  you  can  easily 
distinguish. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  November  12,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen,  D.  C.  Buell, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

General:  *  *  *  As  far  as  military  necessity  will  permit  reli- 
giously respect  the  constitutional  rights  of  all.  Preserve  the  strictest 
discipline  among  the  troops,  and  while  employing  the  utmost  energy 
in  military  movements  be  careful  so  to  treat  the  unarmed  inhabitants 
as  to  contract  not  widen  the  breach  existing  between  us  and  the  rebels. 

I  mean  by  this  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  avoid 
unnecessary  irritation  by  causeless  arrests  and  persecution  of  individ- 
uals. Where  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  persons  are  actually 
giving  aid,  comfort  or  information  to  the  enemy  it  is  of  course  necessary 
to  arrest  them,  but  I  have  always  found  that  it  is  the  tendency  of  sub- 
ordinates to  make  vexatious  arrests  on  mere  suspicion.  You  will  find 
it  well  to  direct  that  no  arrest  shall  be  made  except  by  your  order  or 
that  of  your  generals  unless  in  extraordinary  cases,  always  holding  the 
party  making  the  arrest  responsible  for  the  propriety  of  his  course.  It 
should  be  our  constant  aim  to  make  it  apparent  to  all  that  their  prop- 
erty, their  comfort  and  their  personal  safety  will  be  best  preserved  by 
adhering  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

MoCLELLAN. 


notice. 


Fort  Warren,  November  12, 1861. 
The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  to  examine  into  the  cases  of  the  political  prisoners  at  Fort 
Warren,  desires  those  prisoners  to  be  prepared  to-morrow  to  answer  the 
question  whether  they  would  severally  be  willing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
if  they  should  be  set  at  liberty,  further  inquiry  into  each  case  to  depend 
upon  the  answer.  To-morrow  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  answer 
the  question. 

SETH  0.  HAWLEY. 
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Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
John  A,  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
SlE :  Your  letter  of  the  lltli  instant  has  been  received.    Inclosed  is 
a  memorandum  in  regard  to  passports  to  be  required  of  passengers  by 
steamer  to  Aspinwall  which  you  may  have  pubUshed  in  the  form  of  an 
advertisement. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 

[Incloaure.] 

There  being  reason  to  believe  that  disloyal  persons  embark  in  the 
steamers  for  Aspinwall  for  improper  purposes,  notice  is  hereby  given 
that  all  passengers  by  these  steamers  will  in  future  be  expected  to 
provide  themselves  with  passports  in  the  same  manner  as  passengers 
by  the  steamers  for  Europe. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
John  S.  Keyes,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  communication  of  the  6th  instant,  the  receipt 
of  which  has  heretofore  been  acknowledged,  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  proceed  to  Fort  Warren  and  separate  the  prisoners  as  suggested 
by  you;  that  is  to  say  you  will  convey  the  political  prisoners  to  Fort 
Independence  leaving  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Fort  Warren. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  13, 1861. 
W.  H.  Barse,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  competent  person  at 
Port  Huron  and  another  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  but  the  whole  expense 
for  your  and  their  services  must  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $150  per  month. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Wheeling,  November  13, 1861. 
General  W.  S.  Eosecrans: 

The  undersigned,  adjutant  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  a  new 
regiment  just  forming  at  Guyandotte,  Va.,  would  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report  that  on  Sunday  evening,  the  10th  instant,  just  after  7  o'clock, 
the  said  regiment,  consisting  of  only  150  men  yet  in  camp,  was  com- 
pletely surprised  by  700  cavalry  under  command  of  Jenkins  fClarkson], 
the  guerrilla  chief,  and  cut  to  pieces  and  captured,  with  the  loss  also  of 
about  30  horses,  a  small  stock  of  Government  stores  and  200  Enfield 

Among  those  taken  prisoners  are  the  Hon.  K.  V.  Whaley,  member  of 
Congress,  who  was  in  command  of  the  post.    *    *    *    The  enemy  also 
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arrested  and  carried  off  the  following  Union  citizens,  after  having  first 
taken  and  destroyed  their  property :  William  Dowthit,  merchant,  and  his 
son ;  Doctor  Eouse,  druggist,  who  was  also  a  commissioner  of  the  Fed- 
eral court;  Albert  White  and  perhaps  others.  At  Barboursville,  the 
county  seat  of  the  same  county,  they  captured  John  W.  Alford,  a  can- 
didate for  the  legislature;  Matthew  Thompson,  a  merchant,  whom  they 
stripped  of  all  his  goods;  old  Mr.  Kyle,  a  gunsmith,  and  Mr.  Moory,  a 
tanner.  *  *  * 
EespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  C.  WHEELER, 
Adjutant  Ninth  Virginia  Volunteers,  U.  8.  Army. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  14, 1861. 
E.  L,  O.  Adams,  Esq.,  Portland.,  Me. 

Sir  :  Your  letter*  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  your  duty  to  require  of  all  persons 
who  may  embark  at  Portland  for  foreign  countries  excepting  the  poorer 
classes  of  emigrants  to  provide  themselves  with  passports  signed  or 
countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  If  not  so  provided  you  will 
not  allow  them  to  embark,  and  may  employ  such  of  the  police  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  out  this  regulation.  In  cases  where  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  persons  may  embark  at  Portland  for  Halifax  or 
Saint  John  for  the  purpose  of  thence  proceeding  to  Europe  or  else- 
where in  aid  of  the  insurgents  of  this  country  you  will  require  them 
also  to  provide  themselves  with  passports.  As  the  object  of  the  regu- 
lation, however,  is  precautionary  merely  and  intended  to  thwart  the 
designs  of  enemies  of  this  Government  who  may  be  proceeding  abroad 
it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  carried  into  effect  with  as  little  annoy- 
ance as  possible  to  honest  persons upon  their  own  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


New  York,  November  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Will  you  send  to  me  by  telegraph  authorization  to  visit  and  act  with 
Seth  C.  Hawley  at  Fort  Warren? 

W.  H.  LUDLOW, 

New  York  Hotel. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November'  14, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gol.  M,  Bxtrke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 
My  Dear  Colonel  ;  «  »  *  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  me  all 
the  orders  you  receive  for  holding  the  prisoners  sent  me?  All  I  have 
is  simply  a  list  of  prisoners  without  the  scratch  of  a  pen  to  show 
where  or  by  whose  order  conflned.  Many  questions  have  arisen  in  con- 
sequence of  not  having  the  original  order  of  confinement;  some  claim 
to  be  prisoners  of  war  and  say  they  were  so  considered  until  their 
arrival  at  Fort  Lafayette.    Kow  they  are  necessarily  considered  as  civil 

*  Not  found. 
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prisoners.    I  see  you  are  not  yet  relieved  by  Colonel  Gates.    I  rather 
[think]  you  will  be  obliged  to  remain  some  time  for  this  to  take  place, 
very  truly,  yours, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort, 


Baltimore,  November  15, 1861. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  proclamation  which  I  have  issued  to  the 
people  of  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  Va.  Its  purpose,  as 
will  be  apparent  to  you  from  its  tone,  is  to  bring  about  a  peaceable 
submission  on  their  part.  If  they  resist  they  are  advised  that  they 
may  expect  severe  chastisement.  The  case  of  these  counties  is  peculiar. 
They  have  not  engaged  in  any  active  hostility  to  the  United  States. 
Their  people  have  never  crossed  the  Maryland  line.  Their  greatest 
oiienses  are  sympathizing  with  the  Richmond  leaders  and  carrying  on 
an  illicit  trade  with  the  eastern  shore  of  Virginia.  One  of  their  cap- 
tains fired  on  a  barge  belonging  to  one  of  our  revenue  steamers,  but 
the  act  was  disapproved  by  their  leading  men.  If  they  can  be  reclaimed 
and  induced  to  throw  off  their  connection  with  the  Confederates  it  will 
be  a  great  point  gained,  especially  as  the  residence  of  Governor  Wise, 
their  former  representative,  is  in  Accomac;  and  I  thought  it  worth 
while  to  make  the  effort  by  quieting  their  fears  in  the  first  place,  for 
they  have  got  it  into  their  heads  that  we  want  to  steal  and  emancipate 
their  negroes;  and  by  giving  them  the  strongest  assurances  of  kind 
treatment  and  protection  if  they  do  not  resist  the  authority  of  the 
Government  I  trust — I  ought  to  say  I  hope  rather  than  trust — that 
they  may  be  gained  over  without  bloodshed.  As  their  case  is  i)eculiar 
I  have  endeavored  to  meet  it  with  a  remedial  treatment  adapted  to  the 
special  phase  of  the  malady  of  secessionism  with  which  they  are 
aflaicted. 

I  have  sent  an  additional  force  since  my  return  from  Washington. 
The  whole  number  will  be  4,500 — among  them  about  3,500  as  well  dis- 
ciplined troops  as  any  in  the  service.  In  my  instructions  to  General 
Lockwood,  who  commands  the  expedition,  I  have  directed  him  to  dis- 
arm and  make  prisoners  of  all  persons  found  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
I  have  also  inclosed  him  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th 
August  last,  entitled  "  An  act  to  confiscate  property  used  for  insurrec- 
tionary purposes,"  the  last  section  of  which  concerns  persons  held  to 
labor  and  service,  and  I  have  instructed  him  to  enforce  its  provisions 
as  far  as  practicable. 

In  all  I  have  done  in  this  matter  I  have  had  the  best  interest  of  the 
Government  in  view,  and  I  shall  be  much  gratified  if  it  meets  your 

approbation.  ,    ,.     ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- Oeneral. 

[Incloanre.] 
PROCLAMATION. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  November  13, 1861. 
To  THE  People  op  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  Va.  : 
The  military  forces  of  the  United  States  are  about  to  enter  your 
counties  as  a  nart  of  the  Union.    They  will  go  among  you  as  Mends 
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and  \ntli  the  earnest  hope  that  they  may  not  by  your  own  acts  be  forced 
to  become  your  enemies.  They  will  invade  no  rights  of  person  or 
property.  On  the  contrary  your  laws,  your  institutions,  your  usages 
will  be  scrupulously  respected.  There  need  be  no  fear  that  the  quietude 
of  any  fireside  will  be  disturbed  unless  the  disturbance  is  caused  by 
yourselves.  Special  directions  have  been  given  not  to  interfere  with 
the  condition  of  any  persons  held  to  domestic  service;  and  in  order 
that  there  may  be  no  ground  for  mistake  or  pretext  or  misrepresenta- 
tion commanders  of  regiments  and  corps  have  been  instructed  not  to 
permit  any  such  persons  to  come  within  their  lines.  The  command  of 
the  expedition  is  intrusted  to  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,*  of  Dela- 
ware, a  State  identical  in  some  of  the  distinctive  features  of  its 
social  organization  with  your  own.  Portions  of  his  force  come  from 
counties  in  Maryland  bordering  on  one  of  yours.  Prom  him  and  from 
them  you  may  be  assured  of  the  sympathy  of  near  neighbors  as  well 
as  friends  if  you  do  not  repel  it  by  hostile  resistance  or  attack.  Their 
mission  is  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  United  States ;  to  reopen  your 
intercourse  with  the  loyal  States  and  especially  with  Maryland  which 
has  just  proclaimed  her  devotion  to  the  Union  by  the  most  triumphant 
vote  in  her  political  annals;  to  restore  to  commerce  its  accustomed 
guides  by  re-establishing  the  lights  on  your  coast;  to  afford  you  a  free 
export  for  the  products  of  your  labor  and  a  free  ingress  for  the  neces- 
saries and  comforts  of  life  which  you  require  in  exchange;  and  in  a 
word  to  put  an  end  to  the  embarrassments  and  restrictions  brought 
upon  you  by  a  causeless  and  unjustifiable  rebellion. 

If  the  calamities  of  intestine  war  which  are  desolating  other  districts 
of  Virginia  and  have  already  crimsoned  her  fields  with  fraternal  blood 
fall  also  upon  you  it  will  not  be  the  fault  ot  the  Government.  It  asks 
only  that  its  authority  may  be  recognized.  It  sends  among  you  a  force 
too  strong  to  be  successfully  opposed;  a  force  which  cannot  be  resisted 
in  any  other  spirit  than  that  of  wantonness  and  malignity.  If  there 
are  any  among  you  who  rejecting  all  overtures  of  friendship  thus  pro- 
voke retaliation  and  draw  down  upon  themselves  consequences  which 
the  Government  is  most  anxious  to  avert,  to  their  account  must  be  laid 
the  blood  which  may  be  shed  and  the  desolation  which  may  be  brought 
upon  peaceful  homes.  On  all  who  are  thus  reckless  of  the  obligations 
of  humanity  and  duty,  and  on  all  who  are  found  in  arms  the  severest 
punishment  warranted  by  the  laws  of  war  will  be  visited. 

To  those  who  remain  in  the  quiet  pursuit  of  their  domestic  occupa- 
tions the  public  authorities  assure  all  they  can  give  peace,  freedom 
from  annoyance,  protection  from  foreign  and  internal  enemies,  a  guar- 
antee of  all  constitutional  and  legal  rights  and  the  blessings  of  a  just 
and  parental  Government. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  18, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq^ 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  TorTc. 
Sir  :  From  extracts  [from  letters]  which  were  found  in  possession  of 
the  Maurys  recently  arrested  for  convejdng  information  to  the  insur- 
rectionary States  it  appears  that  the  following  persons  in  New  York 

"  For  the  reports  relating  to  Lockwood's  expedition  to  the  Eastern  Shore,  see  Series 
I,  Vol.  V,  pp.  424  to  437. 
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have  been  engaged  in  receiving  and  forwarding  correspondence  between 
parties  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  their  sympathizers  in  Europe 
as  well  as  in  the  loyal  States:  John  Monroe  &  Co.,  Charles  Le  Cesne, 
C.  A.  Robert,  Maury  Brothers,  Mr.  Converse.  Will  you  please  cause  a 
(juiet  but  thorough  watch  to  be  kept  over  the  movements  of  these  par- 
ties, and  after  the  arrival  of  the  next  foreign  mail  place  them  under 
surveillance  and  seize  all  correspondence  and  other  papers  and  send 
them  with  your  report  to  this  Department? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SBWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  18,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  an  extract  from  an  intercepted  letter  writ- 
ten by  William  L.  Yancey,*  an  agent  in  England  of  the  persons  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  addressed  to  his  son  who  appears  to  be  a  captain  in  the  forces 
of  the  insurgents  at  Mobile,  Ala.  Prom  this  extract  you  will  learn  the 
names  of  the  parties  in  New  York  through  whom  the  son  is  requested 
to  send  a  reply.  I  deem  it  important  that  a  watch  should  be  kept  over 
John  Monroe  &  Co.,  and  have  to  request  that  you  will  cause  it  to  be 
done  and  report  to  me  by  telegraph  whether  in  your  judgment  it  is 
advisable  to  arrest  them  or  any  of  them. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  18, 1861. 

John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq^ 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  an  abstract  from  an  intercepted  letter t 
written  by  Charles  Le  Cesne,  doing  business  at  24  William  street, 
New  York,  and  who  appears  to  be  engaged  in  affording  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  insurgents  by  receiving  and  forwarding  correspondence  and  by 
outfitting  vessels  and  shipping  merchandise  to  them.  The  Mr.  Shafter 
referred  to  in  this  extract  is  probably  James  S.,  doing  business  at  73 
Franklin  street.  Will  you  please  keep  a  quiet  but  close  watch  upon 
the  movements  of  those  persons,  and  at  the  proper  time  after  the  arrival 
of  the  next  foreign  mail  arrest  and  convey  them  to  Fort  Lafayette, 
secure  all  letters  and  other  papers  found  in  their  possession  and  send 
tliem  to  me.  I  have  notified  the  Navy  Department  of  the  probable 
sailing  of  the  vessel  referred  to,  but  you  had  better  keep  a  lookout  for 
her  and  inform  this  Department  of  her  name  and  the  date  of  her 
departure. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^   ^    gEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

'  For  the  Yancey  letter  see  p.  1279,  case  of  James  Brown. 
t  Not  found. 
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Boston,  November  18, 1861. 
Seceetary  op  St^te: 

An  order  lias  come  to  put  certain  political  prisoners  in  Fort  Independ- 
ence. That  fort  is  not  in  condition  to  receive  them.  Fort  Warren  has 
some  prisoners  and  is  in  proper  condition.  Is  not  Independence  a  mis- 
take for  Warren? 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLEB. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  November  18, 1861. 
Biig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Commanding  Expedition  to  Eastern  Shore. 
General  :  Lieutenant  Dix  arrived  this  morning  with  your  dispatch* 
communicating  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the  rebel  organizations 
in  your  neighborhood  had  dissolved.  *  *  *  Please  bear  in  mind  the 
ulterior  object  of  the  expedition — to  bring  these  counties  by  their  own 
voluntary  action  back  into  the  Union — and  with  this  view  see  their 
leading  men  as  you  advance.  *  *  *  Dispose  of  the  state  prisoners 
of  whom  you  write  to  me  as  you  think  proper. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

joh:n^  a.  dix, 

Major-General. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  District  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  November  19,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  *  *  *  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McPherson  is  about  to  leave  for  the  West  where  he  is  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Halleck,  and  his  absence  will  leave  the  post  [Independence] 
without  an  officer.  *  *  #  i  have  communicated  to  Colonel  Dimick, 
commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant  relating  to 
the  transfer  of  the  political  prisoners  to  Fort  Independence  and  am 
engaged  with  him  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  absence 
of  Colonel  McPherson  from  this  post  will  require  the  detail  by  the 
proper  department  of  some  officer  to  take  command  there  and  perhaps 
of  an  addition  to  the  garrison.  If  Colonel  l^imick  remains  at  Fort 
Warren  I  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that  his  lieutenant  (Buell)  who  has 
had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  prisoners  and  knows  them  all  by  sight 
would  I  should  judge  be  a  very  suitable  officer  for  the  post  if  the  trust 
can  be  confided  to  a  lieutenant. 

There  are  now  about  115  political  prisoners  in  Fort  Warren,  and  this 
number  can  I  think  be  conveniently  accommodated  in  Fort  Independ- 
ence. To-morrow  I  am  to  visit  and  examine  it  with  Colonel  Dimick  and 
after  that  will  make  the  transfer  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  ready  for  the 
purpose  and  Colonel  Dimick  receives  his  orders.  In  the  meantime  and 
until  it  is  done  when  I  will  report  at  once  to  you  I  think  all  political 
prisoners  might  as  well  be  sent  to  Fort  Warren  as  before,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  be, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

'  Not  found. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  143 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  20, 1861. 
Eev.  A.  L.  Hitzelbergeb, 

Boston  College,  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston. 
Sir:  *  *  *  This  Department  having  adopted  a  rule  which  pre- 
cludes all  visits  to  political  prisoners  even  from  ministers  of  the  gos- 
pel of  any  denomination  has  hitherto  strictly  observed  it.  If,  however, 
the  prisoners  themselves  shall  in  the  event  of  sickness  or  any  other 
reasonable  cause  require  the  services  of  their  spiritual  advisers  the 
rule  would  be  relaxed  in  favor  of  any  one  of  undoubted  loyalty. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


IlBADQUARTBRS,  Baltimore,  November  20,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

Commanding  ^Expedition  to  Eastern  Shore. 
General  ;  *    *    *    Offlcers  who  have  been  in  the  pay  of  the  Con- 
federates should  be  arrested  and  held  as  prisoners  until  the  order  of  the 
Government  is  announced.    Eank  and  file  if  they  have  laid  down  their 
arms  need  not  be  disturbed. 

In  regard  to  correspondence  I  see  no  objection  to  the  free  circulation 
of  letters  to  all  portions  of  the  two  counties  in  which  the  authority  of 
the  Government  is  re-established. 

You  are  right  in  your  opinion  that  no  act  of  a  rebel  convention  or 
legislature  can  be  recognized.  In  all  these  respects  the  two  counties 
must  when  they  come  back  be  in  the  statu  quo  before  the  rebelUon. 
Until  some  principles  of  reorganization  can  be  agreed  upon  either  as  a 
part  of  Maryland  or  of  Western  Virginia  their  corporate  powers  as 
counties  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  their  exigencies.  I  speak  without 
having  examined  the  statutes  of  Virginia,  but  on  all  these  points  I 
will  write  you  hereafter.    *    *    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Oeneral. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
John  S.  Keyes,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Boston. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th 
instant  in  reference  to  the  transfer  of  prisoners  from  Fort  Warren  to 
Fort  Independence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  U.  S.  Attorney,  Baltimore,  November  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  recent  arrest  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell  and 
of  the  discussions  to  which  it  may  lead  it  may  be  of  service  to  your 
Department  to  be  informed  of  a  case  which  justifies  a  very  grave  sus- 
picion that  a  British  oflScial  has  lent  his  aid  to  an  American  vessel  to 
violate  the  blockade  off  the  coast  of  South  Carolina.  The  schooner 
Adelaide,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  late  in  the  month  of  August  sailed  from 
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her  home  port  and  reached  Nassau,  New  Providence,  early  in  Septem- 
ber. From  thence  she  cleared  for  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  as  an 
English  vessel  under  an  English  register  with  English,  Confederate  and 
Palmetto  flags  on  board.  On  September  6  she  was  captured  off  Stono 
Inlet  by  boats  from  the  TJ.  S.  war  steamer  Flag,  Capt.  L.  C.  Sartori, 
and  sent  to  Baltimore  for  condemnation,  where  she  and  her  cargo  have 
recently  been  forfeited  for  breaking  the  blockade. 

It  was  alleged  at  the  port  of  the  claimants  that  the  Adelaide  had 
been  sold  in  Nassau  because  she  was  unseaworthy,  and  that  one  Joseph 
lioberts  was  the  purchaser;  and  that  he  changed  her  name  and  took 
out  a  British  register.  The  sale,  change  of  name  and  register  were  all 
the  part  of  a  contrivance,  and  it  is  difflcult  to  resist  the  conviction  that 
the  registrar,  Mr.  F.  Whitley,  was  cognizant  of  the  schooner's  destina- 
tion and  prostituted  his  ofllcial  position  in  aid  of  the  enterprise. 

If  it  be  desirable  to  establish  the  complicity  of  the  officers  of  the 
English  Government  with  measures  in  aid  of  the  violation  of  the  block- 
ade it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  district  attorneys  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  may  be  in  possession  of  information  similar  to  this,  and  our 
consul  at  Nassau  in  this  very  case  might  discover  facts  corroborating 
my  views  of  the  conduct  of  the  registrar. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  MEADE  ADDISON, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 


Headquakters,  Baltimore,  November  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood, 

GomnumcHng  Uicpedition  to  Eastern  Shore. 
General:  Ascertain  if  possible  the  parties  who  committed  the 
depredations  referred  to  in  your  letter  and  order  and  send  them  back 
as  directed  in  irons.  If  you  have  any  thieves  with  you  get  rid  of  them 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  wish  the  troops  to  be  sent  back  here  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  spared.  *  *  *  Captain  Knight  thought  two  companies 
would  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  two  counties.  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
your  views  on  the  subject.  My  impression  was  that  it  would  be  advisa- 
ble to  have  500  men  in  each  county.  The  force  in  Accomac  might  winter 
in  Drummondtown  and  the  force  in  Northampton  at  Eastville,  with  a 
detachment  of  a  few  men  from  each  to  take  care  of  the  light  at  Cape 
Charles  and  Pungoteague.  Early  arrangements  should  be  made  to 
cover  these  troops  for  the  winter,  and  as  soon  as  you  see  what  may  be 
needed  please  advise  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  November  21, 1861. 
Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  Forces,  Gape  Girardeau,  Mo. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  commanding  general  to  inform  you  that 
General  Jeff.  Thompson  took  from  the  Platte  Valley  on  Tuesday  and 
has  now  confined  in  New  Madrid  two  men  named  William  McMillan 
and  James  Merkle.  These  men  are  citizens  of  Illinois  and  were 
employed  in  Memphis  before  the  commencement  of  this  war,  and  had 
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been  there  ever  since.  They  are  mechanics  and  were  employed  there 
as  such.  Not  being  able  to  procure  passes  they  escaped  to  Paducah, 
Ky.,  took  a  boat  for  this  place  and  immediately  on  their  arrival  here 
took  passage  on  the  Platte  Valley  for  Saint  Louis  en  route  for  Quincy, 
111.,  their  home. 

They  never  were  employed  as  spies  and  never  acted  as  such.  They 
had  no  interview  with  the  commanding  general  here  and  did  not  vol- 
unteer any  information,  and  did  not  come  here  for  that  purpose.  They 
can  in  no  just  sense  be  considered  spies;  they  were  simply  Northern 
men  who  had  availed  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  escape  to  their 
homes  and  families. 

If  Thompson  will  release  them  and  give  them  safe  escort  to  our  lines 
you  will  release  such  number  of  his  men  as  he  may  think  just  and 
give  them  safe  escort  beyond  our  lines. 

In  communicating  with  Thompson  you  wiU  send  him  a  copy  of  this 
letter. 

By  order  of  General  Grant,  commanding: 

WM.  S.  HILLTEE, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Oamp. 

Hdqes.  Fibst  Mil.  Dist.,  Missouri  State  Guard, 

Camp  Near  New  Madrid,  November  — ,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,  Cairo,  III. : 

Yours  of  the  21st,  through  Col.  J.  B,  Plummer,  commandant  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  is  at  hand.  The  prisoners  William  McMillan  and  James 
Merkle  were  immediately  forwarded  to  General  Polk  at  Columbus,  and 
I  will  send  your  letter  in  reference  to  them  directly  to  him. 

I  will  state  in  reference  to  these  men  that  when  I  examined  the 
steam-boat  Platte  Valley  I  found  drawings  purporting  to  be  plans  of 
the  fortifications  of  Columbus  and  upon  inquiry  found  McMillan  and 
Merkle  had  either  made  the  drawings  or  furnished  the  information,  and 
from  some  parties  on  the  boat  I  learned  they  had  been  very  boastful  of 
their  success  and  the  value  of  the  information  they  had  acquired. 

I  understand  they  have  been  sent  to  Memphis,  but  I  will  immediately 
lay  your  statement  before  General  Polk,  and  although  he  may  object  to 
their  leaving  the  Confederacy  at  this  time  (as  they  also  worked  at 
Columbus),  yet  I  believe  your  statement  will  be  sufScieut  to  have  them 
released  from  confinement. 

Yoars,  most  respectfully, 

M.  JEFF.  THOMPSON, 
*  Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Peninsular  Brigade, 

Drummondtown,  Va.,  November  22, 1801. 

Major-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
General  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  major  portion  of  this 
command  is  now  in  camp  at  this  place.  *  *  *  I  have  secured  the 
persons  of  two  captains  and  one  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
and  am  using  active  efforts  to  find  Smith,  Winder,  Finney  and  other 
leading  spirits  of  the  late  rebel  forces  on  this  peninsula.  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  these  will  be  sent  to  Fort  McHenry,  but  as  they  claim 
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the  benefit  of  your  proclamation  I  have  thoaght  best  to  consult  you 
before  doing  so.  Please  advise  me  in  this  regard  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  discipline  of  the  troops  now  here 
under  the  rigid  system  of  police  established  by  me  is  now  good.  None 
of  those  disorders  which  marked  their  first  entrance  into  Virginia  and 
which  both  annoyed  and  surprised  me  have  occurred. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENIiY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  23, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette^  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  furnish  this  Department  at  your 
earliest  convenience  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  now  in  your  custody  at 
Forts  Lafayette  and  Hamilton,  NTew  York  Harbor,  stating  their  places 
of  residence  and  the  date  of  their  reception  by  you  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servaut, 

P.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

(Same  to  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston;  Maj.  Gen.  John 
A.  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore;  Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Fortress 
Monroe,  Ya. ;  Brig.  Geu.  Andrew  Porter,  provost-marshal,  Washington ; 
Col.  G.  Loomis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y. ;  Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Seneca 
Creek,  Md.) 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  23, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorlc. 
Sir  :  Herewith  I  return  the  letters*  addressed  to  John  Monroe  &  Co. 
which  were  received  from  you  this  date.  Yoa  will  please  deliver  them 
to  Messrs.  Monroe  &  Co.  and  tell  them  that  the  State  Department  has 
intercepted  letters  which  place  their  loyalty  under  suspicion,  and  which 
afford  conclusive  evidence  that  they  have  been  engaged  in  transmitting 
letters  between  the  insurgents  and  their  agents  in  Europe,  and  that 
you  have  been  instructed  to  require  them  not  to  hold  any  correspond- 
ence themselves  with  persons  residing  in  any  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  nor  be  engaged  in  forwarding  any ;« and  that  if  any  letters  are 
received  by  them  from  or  intended  for  parties  in  those  States  they  will 
promptly  deliver  them  to  you  to  be  sent  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


TJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Boston,  November  23, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :    *    »    *    I  wrote  you  on  the  19th  instant  with  regard  to  the 
political  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  and  am  still  waiting  for  Colonel 

*  Not  found. 
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Dimick  to  receive  his  orders  about  Fort  Independence  before  transfer- 
ring them.  They  are  getting  on  very  well,  and  if  the  city  authorities 
here  would  lose  some  of  their  sympathy  for  them  would  be  all  right. 
I  wish  none  but  the  U.  S.  officers  had  access  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

U,  S.  Marshal. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  November  24,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  wish  to  turn  attention  to  a  matter  not  included 
within  the  scope  of  your  instructions  to  me :  The  number  of  prisoners 
in  Fort  Warren  is  large,  the  force  is  small  and  composed  of  inexperi- 
enced troops  who  are  frequently  changed.  There  is  work  going  on 
which  calls  for  a  force  of  laborers  and  a  constant  passing  in  and  out  of 
civilians  of  the  lowest  class.  On  Saturdays  the  whole  laboring  force 
goes  home;  there  can  be  and  is  no  examination  of  their  persons  as  they 
pass  in  and  out.  Out  of  this  can  come  correspondence  or  the  escape 
of  an  individual  prisoner  which  would  not  be  of  much  account,  but  z, 
bold  and  desperate  dash  might  take  the  fort  much  more  cheaply  than 
the  Government  took  Port  Royal. 

The  political  prisoners  have  money  and  intoxicating  liquors  enough 
to  subdue  the  virtue  of  a  sentinel  or  two,  and  I  see  no  impossibility  in 
their  taking  Colonel  Dimick  prisoner.  The  suggestion  of  a  i)ossible 
resort  to  the  lex  talionis  will  put  them  all  to  thinking.  The  political 
and  military  prisoners  are  allowed  to  mix  and  confer  at  pleasure,  which 
should  not  be,  and  altogether  the  business  is  conducted  too  loosely. 
It  would  be  an  improvement  to  transfer  all  the  state  prisoners  to  Fort 
Independence,  and  keep  them  under  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  sappers 
and  miners  or  other  well-trained  force,  and  with  an  officer  in  command 
who  will  feel  that  this  is  a  business  of  life  and  death.  I  would  not  like 
to  have  it  known  to  the  military  gentlemen  that  I  have  made  these 
suggestions  as  I  know  nothing  of  war,  &c.  If  the  attention  of  the 
proper  department  is  turned  to  the  subject  so  as  to  setjure  investigation 
and  attention  it  will  suffice. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

'  S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


Department  of  State,  Washingt(m,  Koremhcr  an,  1S61. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy 
of  a  communication  of  the  22d  instant  addressed  to  this  Department 
by  Lord  Lyons  relative  to  the  case  of  Charles  T.  (or  L.)  Temple,  a  Brit- 
ish subject  arrested  at  Frederick  on  the  charge  of  being  a  deserter  from 
the  U.  S.  service,  and  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  matter  to  be 
investigated  and  the  result  communicated  to  this  Department. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

'       '  "^  WILLIAM  n.  SEWAIiD. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Washington,  November  22,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir-  I  received  on  the  20th  of  last  month  a  letter  signed  Charles  T. 
TnmiiiP  atatinff  fhat  tiie  writer  was  a  British  subject;  that  he  had  been 
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arrested  afc  Frederick  on  the  16th  of  that  month  by  the  soldiers  of  the 
First  Eegiment  of  the  Potomac  Home  Brigade,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  George  E.  Dennis,  and  that  he  was  detained  on  the  charge 
of  being  a  deserter  irom  the  U.  S.  service.  On  receiving  this  letter  I 
directed  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Baltimore  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
The  consul  accordingly  addressed  on  the  22d  of  last  month  a  letter  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dennis  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy.* 
No  answer  having  been  returned  to  it  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
requesting  your  assistance  in  investigating  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  25,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Headquarters  U.  8.  Army,  (fee. 
General  :  Eepresentations  have  been  made  to  this  Department  that 
persons  in  local  authority  in  the  city  of  Boston  obtain  access  to  Fort 
Warren  to  the  detriment  of  the  public  interests  and  to  the  annoyance 
of  the  U.  S.  officers  in  charge.  I  will  therefore  thank  you  to  transmit 
an  order  to  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  fort,  to 
the  effect  that  no  persons  except  U.  S.  military  officers  and  U.  S.  dis- 
trict attorneys,  U.  S.  marshals  and  deputies,  and  the  U.  S.  dispateh 
agent  at  Boston  shall  hereafter  be  permitted  to  visit  any  of  the  pris- 
oners confined  at  the  forts  in  Boston  Harbor  without  a  written  permis- 
sion from  this  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLL^M  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  25, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir  :  Ton  will  please  permit  Jonathan  Amory,  esq.,  to  visit  any  of 
the  prisoners  confined  under  your  charge  at  any  time  he  may  deem  it 
advisa'ble  to  do  s%. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Department  of  State,  Washin0on,  November  25, 1861. 
Messrs.  John  Monroe  &  Co.,  New  Yorlc. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  lettert  of  the  23d  instant.  You 
have  doubtless  already  been  informed  by  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.  (in 
accordance  with  instructions  given  to  him),  of  the  circumstances  which 
placed  your  firm  under  suspicion,  and  I  doubt  not,  since  you  have 
unknown  to  yourselves  been  made  the  medium  of  transmitting  treason- 
able correspondence  between  the  insurgents  and  their  agents  in 
Europe,  you  will  cheerfully  avail  yourselves  of  the  caution  thus  given 
against  the  practice  of  forwarding  letters  which  by  the  proclamation 
of  the  President  have  been  prohibited  from  the  TJ.  S.  mails. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

*  Omitted.  t  Not  found. 


SUSPECTED  AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  149 

Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  November  35, 1861. 
Geoege  Bull,  Esq.,  Z7,  8.  Commissioner,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sir  :  It  is  stated  that  an  examinatiou  was  had  before  you  of  one 
A.  Da  Costa,  now  confined  at  Fort  Warren.  Will  you  please  send  at 
your  earliest  convenience  to  Seth  0.  Hawley,  esq.,  New  York,  a  copy 
of  all  the  testimony  taken  in  the  case  referred  to  with  such  other  infor- 
mation as  you  may  have  relative  to  Da  Costa. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


413  Beoome  Steeet,  November  25, 1861. 
F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  J.  K.  Millner,*  A.  E.  Smith,*  of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Kopperl,* 
of  Mississippi,  are  clients  of  Hon.  William  H.  Ludlow  who  has  pressed 
me  diligently  to  report  in  their  cases.  But  for  this  I  could  properly 
pass  them  as  I  shall  all  of  the  prisoners  deemed  to  be  disloyal  now 
unless  there  is  something  special  in  their  cases.    »    *    ♦ 

The  fourth  client  of  Mr.  Ludlow  is  Mr.  WiUiam  E.  Kearney,  of  Clark 
County,  Ky.  He  is  thirty-eight  years  old;  has  a  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren ;  a  farmer  and  trader ;  has  properly.  He  claims  to  have  voted  with 
the  Union  party.  I  should  say  that  this  man  might  with  safety  be  set  at 
liberty  but  for  the  fact  that  he  is  complicated  with  some  pecuniary  con- 
ditions contingent  upon  his  release.  This  seems  to  be  the  fact;  and  if 
so  there  is  danger  of  evil  report  to  arise  from  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'  Jw         5  g^  ^^  HAWLEY. 


Headquaetees,  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  25, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Lockvtood. 

Geneeal  :  I  have  received  your  three  dispatches  of  the  22d  instant, 
dated  at  Drummondtown,  and  am  much  gratified  with  the  judicious  and 
eflttcient  manner  in  which  you  are  carrying  out  my  instructions  and 
with  the  readiness  with  which  the  people  of  Accomac  are  disposed  to 
accede  to  the  friendly  overtures  made  to  them  in  my  proclamation.  All 
that  has  been  promised  should  be  fully  executed,  and  the  most  liberal 
interpretation  should  be  given  to  its  declarations.    *    *    * 

There  are  two  or  three  matters  on  which  you  ask  my  directions: 
First.  As  to  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  force  who  have  been  arrested. 
They  were  not  found  in  arms  as  I  understand.  In  that  case  I  think 
they  may  justly  claim  the  immunities  pledged  by  my  proclamation,  but 
in  order  to  become  entitled  to  them  they  must  recognize  the  authority 
of  the  United  States.  This  test  we  have  a  right  to  prescribe,  and  I 
know  no  other  than  the  oath  of  allegiance  required  by  section  1  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  August  6, 1861,  chapter  64,  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Thirty  seventh  Congress.  *  *  •  Should  they  decline  to  take 
this  oath  they  cannot  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  classes  ot 
nersons  to  whom  the  benefits  of  the  proclamation  are  promised.  In 
that  case  vou  will  if  they  were  not  found  in  arms  release  them  on  their 
parole  of  honoT  to  abstlin  from  all  acts  of  hostility  to  the  United 


*  For  these  cases  see.  post. 
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States,  &c.  I  inclose  a  form  for  the  purpose,  marked  B.  If  they 
decline  giving  their  parole  in  the  form  prescribed  you  will  send  them  to 
Fort  McHenry, 

Second.  As  to  civil  officers.  It  is  desirable  that  the  administration 
of  the  civil  and  municipal  concerns  of  the  two  counties  should  go  on  if 
possible  without  any  interruption  whatever.  If  any  of  the  civil  officers 
now  in  the  execution  of  their  trusts  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  Confederate  Government  they  should  be  required  to  take  the 
oath  inclosed,  marked  A.*  It  is  especially  desirable  that  the  courts 
should  hold  their  sessions  as  usual  so  that  justice  may  be  administered 
without  adding  to  the  law's  delay. 

Third.  If  the  people  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
they  should  make  such  temporary  provision  for  their  own  government 
not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  they 
may  think  best.  For  the  time  being  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be 
well  for  them  to  act  with  Western  Virginia,  and  hold  elections  by  proc- 
lamation of  the  governor  as  you  suggest.  Before  taking  any  action 
on  the  subject  myself  I  should  like  to  know  the  Adews  of  their  discreet 
men  and  see  what  is  done  in  the  meetings  about  to  be  held.  I  think 
it  very  important  on  their  own  account  that  they  should  be  represented 
in  the  next  Congress,  and  I  have  very  little  doubt  that  a  member  duly 
elected  will  be  received  if  they  act  in  concurrence  with  Western  Vir- 
ginia. As  preliminary  to  this  it  seems  to  me  very  desirable  if  not 
necessary  that  they  should  send  a  member  to  the  legislature  of  West- 
ern Virginia. 

I  intended  to  have  stated  in  connection  with  what  I  have  said  in 
regard  to  the  officers  you  have  secured  that  I  suppose  them  to  belong 
to  a  volunteer  force  raised  iu  the  two  counties,  although  you  call  them 
officers  of  the  Confederate  Army.  My  information  was  different,  but  if 
I  am  mistaken  in  this  particular  you  will  hold  them  till  I  can  obtain 
the  direction  of  the  Government  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

[Inclosure.] 

B. 

I, ,  do  give  my  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  do  no  act  in 

hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ;  that  I  will  not  go 

beyond  the  limits  of  the  county  of without  permission  of  the 

commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  forces  in  said  county;  that  1  will 
report  myself  in  person  to  tlie  said  commanding  officer  once  in  seven 
days ;  that  1  will  surrender  myself  to  him  whenever  required  to  do  so, 
and  that  in  tbe  meantime  I  will  hold  no  correspondence  or  c<mversation 
with  any  person  on  political  subjects,  and  have  no  communication 
direct  or  indirect  with  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States  or  with  any  person  within  the  said  insurrectionary  States, 


Confidential.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  36,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan. 

My  Dear  General:   I  transmit  to  you  a  letter t  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Hon.  Seth  C.  Hawley,  of  New  York,  who  was  deputed 

*  Omitted.  t  Letter  of  the  24th. 
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by  me  to  go  to  Fort  Warren  and  examine  the  condition  of  the  prisoners 
there.    I  beg  to  ask  your  attention  to  his  suggestions,  especially  those 
which  relate  to  the  insecurity  of  the  fort.    You  will  perceive  that  this 
communication  is  one  that  for  obvious  reasons  should  be' confidential. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  26, 1861. 
John  8.  Keyes,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  Boston,  Mass. 

SiE :  Herewith  I  inclose  several  orders*  for  the  release  of  prisoners 
from  Fort  Warren  which  I  will  thank  you  to  execute. 

Bepresentations  have  been  made  to  this  Department  that  a  certain 
person  who  obtained  a  permit  to  visit  the  political  prisoners  confined 
in  the  several  forts  has  abused  this  privilege  by  seeking  to  be  employed 
as  au  attorney  to  intercede  for  their  release  from  confinement.  You 
will  therefore  please  inform  all  the  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Warren 
that  this  Department  will  not  recognize  any  person  as  an  attorney  in 
such  cases,  and  that  if  the  fact  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  any  prisoner  has  agreed  to  pay  any  attorney  a  sum  of  money 
or  to  give  to  him  anything  of  value  as  a  consideration  for  interceding 
for  the  release  of  such  prisoner  that  fact  will  be  held  as  an  additional 
reason  for  continuing  the  confinement  of  such  person.  You  will  also 
please  say  to  the  prisoners  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government  that 
they  should  communicate  whatever  they  may  have  to  say  directly  to 
this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  26, 1861. 
Col.  JtrsTiN  DiMiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

SiE :  The  permit  to  visit  political  prisoners  which  was  granted  some 
time  since  to  William  H.  Ludlow,  esq.,  has  been  revoked. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^   seWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

(Same  to  Ool.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  and  Col.  G. 
Loomis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.) 


Headqtjaeters,  Baltimore,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  prisoners  at  Fort  McHenry 
on  the  19th  instant.  No  additions  have  been  made  until  to-day.  A 
man  by  the  name  of  Coe  has  been  sent  there,  but  I  am  not  prepared  at 
this  moment  to  report  his  case.  It  would  be  a  great  convenience  if  all 
these  prisoners  including  Thomas  (Zarvona)  could  be  sent  away. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serja^^  ^   ^^^ 

Major- General. 
•  See  Seward  to  Dimick,  November  26,  case  of  Kearney,  et  al.,  post. 
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[Inclosnre.] 
lAst  of  Political  Prisoners  at  Fort  McSenry,  Md.,  November  19,  1861. 


Name. 


Residence. 


Date  of 
arrest. 


Charge. 


Hichard  Thoraaa  Zarvona. 
William  W.  Glenn 


George  Julina 

Eobert  "W.  Kasln . 
K.  C.  Holland 


Baltimore,  Md 

HagoTstown,  Md 

Baltimore,  Md 

Dorcbester  County,  Md. 


Thomas  Mortimer . 


James  Martin 

William  F.Engle. 
Jonah  Potterfield. 


Baltimore,  Md . 
do 


July   8,1861 
Sept.  15, 1861 

Oct.  16,1861 

Oct.  26,1861 
Not.  4,1861 


Not.  8,1861 


....do  

Nov.  13, 1861 
....do 


Edward  C.  Cottrell. 


FrinceSB  Anne,  Somer- 
set Coanty,  Md. 


Nov.  16, 1861 


Piracy  and  treason. 

Editor  of  Exchange  newspaper, 

Baltimore. 
Forwarding  rccrnita  to  the  Con- 
federate Army. 
Do. 
Visiting  Virginia  (per  letter  from 

H.  C.  EicEson  on  file  at  Fort 

McHenry). 
Disloyalty  (perletterfromMajor- 

General  Diz,  Baltimore,  Not. 

8, 1861). 
Do. 
Lieutenant  in  the  rebel  army. 
Haising  a  rebel  ilag  on  his  house 

and  applying  to  the  rebels  for 

arms  to  clefend  it,  &c. 
Correspondence  with  rebels. 


Glenn,  Julius,  Holland,  Mortimer,  Martin  and  Cottrell  refuse  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  General. 

Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Office  of  the  Provost-Makshal, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  request  of  the  23d  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
herewith  submit  to  you  a  list  of  state  prisoners  now  in  my  custody,  to  wit : 


Name. 


Kesideuce. 


Received. 


James  A.  Donnelly 

Frank  Rennehan 

Mrs.  R.  O'N.  Greenbow 

William  J.  Walker 

Rudolph  Watkins 

George  S.  Watkins 

George  F.  Harbin 

WilliamF.  Getty 

Thomas  A.Jones 

Samuel  G.  Acton 

E.B.Grayson 

Summerneld  Ball 

Beiuamin  Jackson  Cross 

William  F.  Moore 

James  W.  Offutt 

John  W.  Bnrson 

Alfred  Netdeton 

Hugh  Adams 

G.  W.  GnnneU 

A.  B.  Williams 

William  Oswald  Dundas 

Withers  Smith 

Samuel  F.  Anderson 

Philip  H.Linton 

John  Brown 

Isaac  Ballenger 

Rutson  Maury 

O.  Allen  Scanland 

John  McDaniel 

Miss  Stewart,  alias  Kllie  M.  Pool . 

George  Dent,  sr 

George  Dent,  jr 

Riley  Nash 


,  Md. 


Georgetown,  D.  0. 
Washington,  D.  C . 

, do 

do 

Georgetown,  D.  C. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

do? 

Pope's  Creek,  Md- 
Aune  Arundel  County, 

Washington,  D.C....". 

Fairfax  County,  Va 

Seneca,  Md.(?) 

Fairfax  County,  Va , 

Georgetown,  D.  C 

Washington.  D.  C 

Middle  Haddam,  Conn 

Vicinity  of  Vienna,  Va 

do 

do 

Bladensbnrg  turnpike 

Fairfax  County,  Va 

do , 

Washington,  D.  C 

New  Orleans,  La 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo 

Liverpool,  England , 

Powell's  Mills,  Fairfax  County,  Va. 

do 

Wheeling,  Va 

Pope's  Creek,  Md 

do 

Fairfax  County,  Va 


Aug.  — ,  1861 
Aug.  23, 1861 

Do! 

Sept.  23, 1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.     1, 1861 
Oct.     4, 1861 

Do. 
Oct.  7, 1861 
Oct.  9, 1861 
Oct.  11,1861 
Oct.  13,1861 
Oct.    14,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.    19,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Nov.     1, 1861 
Nov.     2, 1861 

Do. 
Nov.    6, 1861 
Nov.    7, 1861 

Do. 
Nov.    8, 1861 
Nov.  11,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Nov.  14,1861 

Do. 
Not.  18,1861 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  POKTER, 
Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  27, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  26th  instant  inclosing  a  list  of  prisoners  confined 
at  Fort  McHenry  and  suggesting  that  it  would  be  a  great  convenience 
if  they  could  be  sent  away.  In  reply  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
send  them  all  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  27, 1861. 
Col,  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  been  informed*  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Ludlow  has  represented  to  some  of  the  prisoners  confined  in 
Fort  Lafayette  that  he  possesses  or  can  use  some  influence  with  the 
Government  in  their  behalf,  and  has  made  it  a  ground  for  obtaining  from 
them  money  in  hand  or  engagements  for  money  or  other  valuable 
considerations. 

Discountenancing  and  repudiating  all  such  practices  the  Secretary 
of  State  desires  that  all  the  state  prisoners  may  understand  that  they 
are  expected  to  revoke  all  such  engagements  now  existing  and  avoid 
any  liereafter,  as  they  can  only  lend  new  complications  and  embarrass- 
ments in  the  cases  of  prisoners  in  whose  behalf  the  Government  might 
be  disposed  to  act  with  liberality. 

All  prisoners  can  communicate  directly  by  letter  to  either  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  through  Colonel  Burke  himself  or  any  unpaid  and  disin- 
terested agent  whom"  they  may  find  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

(Same  to  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston.) 


IT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  District  op  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  November  27, 1861. 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  Colonel  Dimick  had  received  no  orders  relating  to 
Fort  Independence  and  I  am  therefore  still  waiting  for  him  before  trans- 
ferring the  prisoners  to  that  fort.  1  am  still  quite  desirous  that  it  should 
be  done  as  in  every  way  preferable  to  the  present  location.  I  have  no 
additional  facts  to  report  in  the  matter  of  H.  C.  Wainwright.t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KBYES, 

TJ.  S.  Marshal. 


*  See  Hawley  to  Seward,  November  25,  p.  149. 
t  See  case  of  the  Measrs.  Maury,  p.  1041  et  seq. 
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lAst  of  prisoners  of  state  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  27,  1861. 


Name. 


George  A.  Appleton. 

K.H.Alvey 

R.H.  Bieger 

J.K.Barber 

B.  Burton 

M.  W.  Barr 

George  W.  Brown 

M.  Berry.  ■ 

George  W .  Barnard . . 

Edw.  Banm 

J.  C.  Brain 

J.  M.  Brewer 

Charles  Barkley 

James  Brown 

H.B.Cenas 

H.  B.  Claiborne 


"When  rn- 

ceived  at 

Fort  "Warren 


Nov.    1,1861 
do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do    

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

Nov.  20, 1861 
Nov.  1,1861 
....do 


do. 


Thomas  J.  Claegctt 

JohnH.  CusicK j do 

John"W.  Davis do 

A.Dawson [ do 

Eobert  Drane do 

C.J.  Durant do 

E.  T.  Durrett do 

B.  M.  Denison do 

J.  A.  Douglass do 

A.  Da  Costa do 

George  Eustis ;  Nov.  24, 1861 

C.J.  Fanlfcner |  Nov.   1,1861 

F.D.Flanders do 

J.  R.  Flanders do 

P.H.French I  Nov.   8,1861 

K.B.  Freeman [Nov.   1,1861 

Nov.  28, 1861 

Nov.  9,1861 

Nov.    1,1861 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do  

Nov.   9,1801 

Nov.    1,1861 

....do 


H.  G.  Fuller. 

Charles  Green- 

M.J.Grady 

"William  S.  Gatchell . . 

J.  H.  Gordon 

H.  S.  GrissoDS 

Charles  Howard 

F.K.  Howard 

■William  G.  Harrison. . 

Thomas  "W.  Hall 

J.  L.Jones 

E.  "W.  Jeffery 

George  P.  Kane 

Charles  Kopperl 

Andrew  Eessler 

E.G.Kilboum 

Andrew  Low 

D.  C.  Lowber 

S.H.Lyon 

A.  A.  Lynch 

J.  £.  Lindsay 

J.K.Millner 

E.C. Hyatt 

"W.E.Miller 

B.  Mills 

J.  "W.Maxwell 

C.  S.  Morehead 

Isaac  G.  Mask 

M.F.  Maury 

Charles  Macgill 

"William  F.  McKewen. 

J.  M.  Mason 

J.  E.  McFarland 

J.E.  Murphy 

J.F.Newton 

S.F.Newton 

N.  G.North 

Edw.O'Neil 

C.H.Pitts 

G.  P.  Prcssy 

"W.M.Page 

P.F.Easin 

E.  Eenwick 

E.S.Euggles 

A.E.  Smith 


T.P.Scott do 


...do 

....do    

....do 

....do  

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Nov.  20, 1861 
Nov.    1,1861 

....do 

Nov.  24, 1861 

....do 

Nov.    1,1801 
do 


.du. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do  . 

.do. 

.do  . 

.do  . 

.do. 
.  .do  . 
..do. 


Date  of  ar- 
rest as  given 
by  the 
prisoners. 


Sept.  7,1861 
June  19, 1861 
Oct.  16,1861 
Aug.  17, 1861 
Sept.  13. 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Oct.  8, 1861 
Sept.  8,1861 
Sept.  9,1861 
Aug.  18, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Aug.  21, 1861 
Nov.  14, 1861 
Aug.  23, 1861 

Sept.  16, 1861 
Aug.  13, 1801 
July  1,1801 
Aug.  5,1861 


Eesidence. 


Sept.  17. 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Sept.  9.1861 
Oct.  7,1861 
Nov.  8,1861 
Aug.  12, 1861 
Oct.   22,1801 

....do 

Nov.  6,  1861 
Aug.  29, 1861 
Nov.  17, 1861 
Nov.  5,1861 
Sept.  7,1861 
July  1,1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 
July  1,1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 

'.--.do 

Sept,  12, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
Juno  27, 1861 
Aug.  17, 1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Sept.  19, 1861 
Nov.  3,1861 
Aug.  23, 1861 
July  13, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Oct.  14,186] 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  4,1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Oct.  17,1861 
Nov.  7,1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
Oct.  15,1861 
Nov.   8,1861 

..-.do 

July  13, 1861 
Aug.  16,  1861 

Oct.  16^1861 
Sept.  9,1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Sept.  20, 1861 
Oct.  14,1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Oct.  16,1861 
July  20, 1861 
Aug.  2,1861 

Sept.  13, 1861 


Baltimore,  Md. 
Hagorstown,  Md. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Lake  Providence,  La. 
Brooklyn,  N.  T. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
On  the  high  seas. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Currituck  County,  N.  C. 
Nashville,  Tonn. 
Cumberland,  Md. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Do. 

Do. 
Petersville,  Md. 
Charles  County,  Jld. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
LoTidoun  County,  Va. 
Dranesville,  "Va. 
Leonardtown,  Md. 
Louisville,  'Kj. 
Peakesville,  Md. 
Edonton,  N.  (.\ 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Do. 
Berkeley  County,  "Va. 
Malone,  N.  T. 

Do. 
ICentucky. 
Macon,  Ga. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 
Cumberland,  Md. 
New  Hanover  County,  N.  C. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Saint  Michaels,  Md. 
Norfolk,  "Va. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Carroll  County,  Miss. 
Jefl'erson,  Md. 
Pierceland,  Md. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Baltimore  County,  Md . 
Greensborough,  N.  C. 
Danville,  Va. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Elkton,  Md. 
Freedom,  Md. 
Elkton,  Md. 
Jeffcison  County,  Ky. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Hagerstown,  Md. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Frederick  County,  Va. 
Petersburg,  Va. 
Portsmouth,  Va. 
New  Hanover  Counly,  N.  C. 

Do. 
Cbarlestfln,  Ya. 
Currituck  County,  N.  C. 
Baltimore,  Md 
Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
Millwood,  Va. 
Kennertyville,  Md. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Fredericksburg,  Va. 
Former  navy  agent  at  San 

Francisco.'Cal. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
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lAst  of  prisoners  of  state  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  27,  1861 — Cont'd. 


Kame. 


When  ro- 

ceived  at 

Fort  AVarren. 


Date  of  ar- 
rest as  given 
by  the 
prisoners. 


Residence. 


W.E.  Salmon 

G.  Sbacki'llord 

£.  Sibern 

J.G.  SlwYer 

Thomas  Shields 

1).  Summers 

L.  Saugaton 

"William  St.  Georee. 
John  I).  Sudendorl . . 

JohnSlidell 

J.E.  F.  Tattnall.... 

Kobert  Tansill 

J.  H.  Thomas 

H.G.Thnrber 

G.  O.  Van  Amringe. 

S.  F.  Wilson 

William  H.  Ward. . . 

A.D.Wharton 

W.  H.  Winder 

F.  Wyatt 

W.E.Wright 

H.M.Warfield 

ST.Wallia 


Nov.    1,1861 
...do 


...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

....do    

...do 

...do 

Nov.  24, 1861 
Nov.  27, 1861 
Nov.  1,1861 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


Sept.  16, 1861  I 
Sept,  10, 1861 
Sept.  9, 1861 1 
Oct.   14,1861 
Sept.   7,1861 

....do 

Sept.  12, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 
Out.  8, 1861 
Nov.  8,1861 
Oct.  7, 1861 
Aug.  23, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Sept.  23. 1861 
Sept.  9,1861 
Aug.  23, 1861 
Aug.  31, 1861 
;  Sept.  8, 1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  30, 1861 
I  Sept.  21, 1861 
!  Sept.  12, 1861 
I  Sept.  13, 1861 


I 


New  Market,  Md. 
Heairfort,  N.  C. 
Currituck  County,  N.  C. 
Belleville,  Can94a  West. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 

Do. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
At  large. 
Louisiana. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Breutsville,  "Va. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Oldham  County,  Ky. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Smithfield,  Md. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Nashville,  Tenn 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Do. 
Lebanon,  Ky. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Do. 


J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Post. 


List  of  prisoners  of  state  at  Fort  Lafayette,  November  27, 1861. 


Name. 


Date  of  con- 
finement. 


Besidence. 


John  F.  Parr 

K.,H.  Stanton 

George  Forrester 

W.  TTCftsto 

James  H.  Hall 

Isaac  Nelson 

William  Hunt 

Benjamin  F.  Thomas . 

ButBon  Maury 

Francisco  Menendez. 

Charles  Butler. 

W.  J.  Browning 

George  McNabb 

Dondd  McKay 

Hunter  Semple 

William  Keed 

Frederick  Louis 

Peter  Fernandez 

David  Evans 

Joseph  B.  Marion 

Robert  Walsh 

John  Kenny 

Henry  Costford 

John  Elmert 

Thomas  Murphy 

Peter  Welsh 

William  M.  G win 

Calhoun  Benham 

J.  L.  Brent 

Appleton  Oaksmith . . 

David  C.Hall 

P.C.  W.Hipp 

Guv  S.  Hopkins 

W.'H.  Suydam 

W.  P.  Converse 

John  B.Fisher 


Oct.  31,1861 
Nov.  5,1861 
....do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Nov.  11, 1861 
...do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do  

...do 

Nov.  12, 1861 

...do 


....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Nov.  18, 1861 

....do  

....do 

Nov.  19, 1861 
Nov.  22, 1861 

....do 

Nov.  23, 1861 

....do 

....do 

Nov.  25, 1861 


Nashville,  Tenn. 
Maysville,  Ky. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Liverpool,  England. 
Key  West. 

No  home ;  born  in  Denmark. 
Hobokon,  N.  J. 

Do. 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Cuba. 

New  Bedford. 
Newark,  N.  J. 
Havana. 

Bangor,  North  Wales. 
Antwerp. 

Shetland  Islands,  North  Scotland. 
Liverpool. 
Sutton,  England, 
London. 

Bristol,  England. 
Ireland. 
San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Do. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Patchogue,  Long  Island. 
Virginia. 

Saint  Mary's,  Ohio. 
Lapier,  Mich. 

East  New  York,  Long  Island. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Fa. 
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List  of  prUoncra  of  state  at  Fort  Lafayette,  Novembe)'  IS7, 1861 — Continued. 


Name. 


Date  of  con- 
fiuement. 


Eesidence. 


Henry  W.  King 

Henry  Smith 

Joseph  Brady 

A.  C.  Harris". 

Frederic  Hendricks. 

Jacob  "Williams 

Peter  Smith 

Thomas  Porter 

Franklin  Smith 

Charles  Anderson . . . 

John  Donnelly 

Albert  Zenas 

Daniel  McLane 

Edward  Meyers 

E.  W.  Cecil 

B.  L.Hayden 

W.M.AheU 

E.  H.  Jones 


Nov.  25, 1861 
do 


...do 

...do  

...do 

...do  

...do 

...do 

...do  

...do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

Nov.  20, 1861 

....do 

..-.do 

....do 


New  York. 
Wexford,  Ireland. 
London,  Enj^laud. 
New  York. 

Do. 
Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
Bochestcr,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 

Do. 
Spain. 
New  York. 

Do. 
Baltimore. 
Saint  Mary's  County,  Md. 

Do. 

Do. 


P.  s.- 

4  p.  m. 


MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding. 

-This  includes  the  prisoners  arriving  after  26th  instant  at  about 

M.  B. 


To  THE  Political  Petsoners  in  Foet  Lafayette: 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  inform  yon  that  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  States  will  not  recognize  any  one  as 
an  attorney  for  political  prisoners,  and  will  look  with  distrust  upon  all 
applications  for  release  through  such  channels,  and  that  such  applica- 
tions will  be  regarded  as  additional  reasons  for  declining  to  release  the 
prisoners,  and  further  that  if  such  prisoners  wish  to  make  any  com- 
munication to  Government  they  are  at  liberty  and  requested  to  make 
it  directly  to  the  State  Department. 

SETH  C.  HAWLEY. 


W.  H.  Sewaed. 


Willaed's  Hotel, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  28, 1861. 


Deae  Sie  :  I  am  both  pained  and  mortified  to  hear  this  morning  of 
information  given  to  you  that  I  had  acted  as  counsel  in  cases  released 
from  Fort  Lafayette.  Permit  me  to  assure  you  on  the  honor  of  a  gen- 
tleman that  in  uo  one  of  the  three  cases,  viz,  Colonel  Berret,  H.  A. 
Eeeves  or  J.  McMaster,  had  I  ever  acted  as  such  or  received  in  any 
way  directly  or  indirectly  therefor  any  compensation.  I  mention  those 
three  cases  specifically  as  being  the  only  ones  which  I  have  any  reason 
to  believe  were  released  through  any  application  of  mine  on  their 
behalf.  I  apply  the  same  distinct  and  emphatic  statement  to  any  other 
released  cases.  And  not  only  so  but  I  have  refused  to  receive  from 
the  parties  named  a  refunding  of  money  paid  out  of  my  own  pocket, 
traveling  expenses,  &c.,  on  their  behalf. 

I  should  sincerely  regret  any  loss  or  diminution  of  your  good  opinion, 
and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  you  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments for  any  and  all  kindness  and  consideration  which  you  have 
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f  ir?i  Tt  \^^^A  ^®^*  ^eek  take  my  place  in  the  Army.  I  know  that 
I  shall  like  It  and  am  determmed  to  follow  it.  My  heart  has  always 
been  m  this  contest,  and  whatever  influence  I  may  possess  politicaUv 
at  home  or  in  our  State  at  large  has  been  uniformly  exercised  to  sustain 
Ghe  C^oyernment  without  any  reservation.  After  fammaritv  with  mili- 
cary  duties  I  will  ask  you  to  aid  me  to  a  permanent  position  in  the 
regular  Army.  ^ 

With  renewed  assurance  of  my  friendship  to  you,  I  am,  yours,  truly 

WM.  H,  LUDLOW. 


Headquaetees  Division,  Baltimore,  Md.,  November  28, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lookwood,  Commanding  Eastern  Shore. 

GENEEAi:  Your  dispatches  of  the  26th  instant*  by  Captain  Knight 
are  received.  It  is  natural  that  our  Union  friends  in  Accomac  County 
should  feel  nervous  and  desire  to  get  rid  of  their  late  oppressors. 
While  we  look  calmly  and  dispassionately  to  important  and  more 
remote  results  we  must  do  all  we  can  consistently  with  our  public 
pledges  to  the  people  of  Accomac  and  Northampton  to  give  courage 
to  those  who  desire  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  counties  on  their  former 
footing.  In  the  language  of  the  proclamation  the  Government  asks 
that  its  authority  may  be  recognized.  In  pursuance  of  this  purpose  we 
have  a  right  to  require  as  you  have  done  that  those  who  are  in  the 
execution  of  public  trusts  should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  If  they 
refuse  they  decUne  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
can  claim  none  of  the  benefits  or  immunities  promised  by  the  procla- 
mation. On  the  contrary  by  seeking  to  defeat  the  very  object  for 
which  the  expedition  was  sent  into  these  counties  they  array  them- 
selves against  the  Government  and  cannot  expect  to  be  treated  as 
friends.  If  the  county  clerk  as  is  alleged  has  openly  exerted  his 
influence  to  dissuade  the  magistrates  from  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
he  should  be  arrested  for  an  overt  act  of  fiostility  to  the  Government. 

The  rules  by  which  you  should  be  governed  may  be  stated  briefly 
as  follows : 

1.  Ko  arrests  should  be  made  for  acts  done  before  the  proclamation 
was  published. 

2.  'So  man  should  be  disturbed  who  acquiesces  in  the  authority  of 
the  Government  no  matter  how  cold  or  reluctant  or  sullen  his  sub- 
mission. 

3.  Any  person  who  exerts  his  influence  to  dissuade  individuals  from 
attending  the  meetings  of  the  people  called  to  declare  their  allegiance 
to  the  United  States  cannot  tor  the  reasons  assigned  be  considered  as 
entitled  to  the  benefits  and  immunities  promised  by  the  proclamation. 
On  the  contrary  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy  to  be  dealt  with  at 
your  discretion. 

4.  Any  person  who  at  any  such  meeting  resists  a  proposition  to 
declare  the  allegiance  of  the  two  counties  to  the  United  States  can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  adherent  of  the  rebel  Government  and  coming  within 
the  category  of  No.  3. 

5.  The  twenty  persons  who  have  been  named  to  you  as  deserving 
arrest  should  be  watched,  and  at  the  very  first  indication  of  hostility 
to  the  Government  they  should  be  taken  into  custody.  But  if  they 
have  submitted  in  good  faith  they  are  entitled  to  the  protection  pledged 
by  the  proclamation.  It  must,  however,  be  a  real  and  not  a  pretended 
submission.    It  must  be  exemplified  by  an  abstinence  in  fact  from  all 

*  Not  found. 
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attempts  to  dissuade  others  from  an  open  and  public  declaration  of 
their  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  And  if  you  have  good  reasons 
to  believe  that  any  one  of  them  is  exerting  a  secret  influence  against 
the  Government  you  may  with  perfect  propriety  send  for  him  and 
require  him  to  take  the  oath. 

Now  let  me  say  one  word  to  our  Union  friends.  I  understand  their 
feelings  perfectly.  I  have  gone  through  the  same  jirocess  here  which 
you  are  passing  through  in  Accomac  County.  I  have  succeeded  with 
the  aid  of  a  very  judicious  police  in  re-establishing  order  and  bringing 
back  the  State  to  its  true  allegiance;  but  I  have  been  constrained  to 
differ  frequently  from  our  Union  friends.  They  ask  too  much.  They 
looked  more  to  forcible  measures  than  to  a  quiet,  firm  and  steady 
adherence  to  fixed  principles.  Our  Union  friends  in  Accomac  must 
not  be  unreasonable.  They  must  act  boldly  and  decisively,  and  they 
will  beat  their  adversaries  without  difficulty.  With  all  we  have  done 
and  are  doing  to  support  them;  with  the  certainty  that  they  will  be 
sustained  under  aU  circumstances,  they  will  have  no  excuse  if  they  do 
not  come  out  fearlessly  no  matter  what  the  course  of  secret  traitors 
may  be.  As  men  of  sense  they  cannot  fail  to  see  that  treachery  cannot 
long  be  kept  secret,  and  that  their  game  is  a  sure  one.  I  trust  there- 
fore they  will  come  out  promptly  and  strongly  and  set  the  authors  of 
the  past  mischief  at  defiance.  If  these  mischief-makers  continue  their 
operations  you  will  soon  detect  and  bring  them  to  punishment. 

I  send  $2,000  in  specie  per  Captain  Tyler.    The  Kent  will  wait  till 
Monday  if  necessary  for  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  November  J39, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <Sfc. 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  7th  instant  in  which  after  referring  to  your  note  of 
the  10th  [6th]  ultimo,  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  the  master  and 
crew  of  the  British  schooner  Eevere  appeared  to  have  been  treated 
subsequently  to  the  capture  of  their  vessel  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Cam- 
bridge, you  request  this  Government  to  take  into  its  serious  considera- 
tion certain  statements  concerning  another  case  of  the  same  kind,  to  wit, 
that  of  the  Louisa  Agnes,  in  which  two  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel  also 
were  placed  in  irons  after  her  capture  by  the  Cambridge,  and  the  master 
did  not  meet  with  that  considerate  treatment  which  might  have  been 
reasonably  expected. 

In  reply  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  commu- 
nication of  the  23d  instant  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject, 
to  whom  these  cases  were  referred. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[Incloaure.] 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  November  23,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  with  inclosure  from 
Lord  Lyons  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  the  master  and  part  of  the 
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crew  of  the  British  schooner  Louisa  Agnes  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  immediately  upon  Its  receipt  Flag-Offlcer  Goldsborough  was 
directed  to  investigate  the  circumstances  of  the  alleged  ill-treatment  of 
the  crews  of  Louisa  Agnes  and  also  of  the  British  schooner  Eevere  by 
the  oflacers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge,  and  I  inclose  herewith  the  reply 
of  Commodore  Goldsborough  together  with  copies  of  the  papers  there- 
with inclosed  being  reports  of  the  officers  of  that  vessel  and  of  the 
prize  masters  who  carried  the  schooner  into  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

[Sub-inclosTire.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Minnesota, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant  in  relation 
to  the  treatment  of  the  crews  of  the  British  schooners  Bevere  and  Louisa 
Agnes  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  papers  numbered 
from  1  to  4  inclusive  just  received  from  Commander  William  A.  Parker, 
of  the  Cambridge. 

EespectfiSly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  M.  GOLDSBOEOUGH, 

Flag-Offlcer. 

[inclosure  to  aub-inclosare,  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Stbamee  Cambridge, 
Netcport  News,  Va.,  November  18, 1861. 
Flag  Officer  L.  M.  Goldsborough, 

Gomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant  I  have  to  state  that 
two  of  the  crews  only  of  the  captured  vessels  (which  were  suspected  of 
an  attempt  to  break  the  blockade)  were  sent  home  in  their  respective 
vessels  by  order  of  Flag  Officer  Stringham. 

The  irons  were  placed  on  board  for  the  protection  of  the  prize  masters 
and  to  be  used  by  them  when  deemed  necessary. 

I  forward  herewith  the  statements  of  Messrs.  Males  and  Wells,  the 
prize  masters  of  the  Eevere  and  Louisa  Agnes,  as  also  a  statement 
signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge  who  were  on  board  at  the  time 
in  question  relative  to  the  treatment  of  the  crews  while  retained  by  me. 

I  am  very  certain  that  no  unnecessary  harshness  or  unkindiiess  was 
used  toward  either  the  masters  or  crews  of  the  captured  vessels  while 
on  board  the  Cambridge.  They  were  permitted  to  move  about  the 
decks  in  perfect  liberty  through  the  day.  At  night  a  sentry  was 
placed  over  them  for  safety;  they  were  not  otherwise  confined  but  had 
all  the  privileges  of  passengers;  were  regularly  served  with  full  rations 
and  had  as  good  accommodations  as  the  ship  could  afford.  I  under- 
stood that  when  they  left  this  vessel  the  captains  and  their  men 
expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  with  their  treatment. 

I  can  assure  you,  sir,  the  parties  in  question  were  not  subjected  to 
any  unnecessary  restraint;  neither  were  they  regarded  in  the  light  of 
prisoners  of  war;  on  the  contrary  they  had  full  communication  with 
the  whole  crew  of  this  vessel.  I  am  astonished  at  their  complaints  of 
ill-treatment  and  emphatically  deny  their  assertions.  I  frequently 
enjoined  on  Lieutenant  Gwin  (first  lieutenant  and  executive  officer) 
that  I  wished  the  captured  crews  to  have  every  indulgence  their  case 
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would  admit  and  that  they  should  be  made  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
As  no  complaints  were  made  by  them  while  here  I  cannot  but  construe 
it  as  an  afterthought  on  their  part. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  PAEKER, 


[Inclosare  to  Bub-inclosare,  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Cambridge,  November  17, 1861. 
Commander  William  A.  Parker. 

Sir  :  Having  received  orders  to  give  a  written  statement  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  two  men  comprising  part  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  Louisa 
Agnes  (taken  as  a  prize  by  this  vessel),  placed  under  my  charge  on  the 
9th  of  September,  1861,  according  to  orders  received  from  my  executive 
and  boarding  ofi&cer  I  proceeded  to  place  them  in  single  irons,  the  board- 
ing ofQcer  having  this  order  executed  before  leaving  me  in  charge.  I 
kept  them  in  irons  three  hours  and  liberated  them  until  8  p.  m. ;  then  put 
them  in  irons  for  the  night,  and  on  the  10th  took  them  out  of  irons  at 
7  a.  m. ;  at  8  p.  m.  put  them  in  irons  again  for  the  last  time,  and  liber- 
ated them  the  following  morning,  it  being  left  optional  with  me  to  keep 
them  in  irons  in  the  daytime  but  explicitly  ordered  to  confine  them 
during  the  night.  They  were  in  single  irons  twenty-five  hours  out  of 
the  fifty- six  hours  of  passage  to  New  York  and  their  treatment  while 
under  my  care  was  as  good  as  circumstances  would  permit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  MAIES, 

Master's  Mate. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  foregoing  statement  I  am  willing 
to  testi^  by  oath  to  its  correctness. 

WILLIAM  H.  MAIES. 

[Inclosnre  to  Bub-inclosure,  No.  3.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Cambridge,  November  17, 1861. 
Commander  William  A.  Parker, 

TI.  S.  Steamer  Cambridge. 
Sir  :  Having  received  orders  to  make  out  a  written  statement  of  the 
treatment  of  the  two  prisoners  on  board  prize  schooner  Revere,  placed 
in  my  charge  on  the  10th  of  September,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report: 

On  taking  charge  of  the  vessel  I  proceeded  according  to  orders 
received  from  the  executive  ofl&cer  to  place  the  two  men  in  irons,  the 
object  as  stated  being  to  prevent  their  rising  and  retaking  the  vessel. 
For  the  first  two  or  three  days  the  men  were  confined  in  single  irons  in 
the  daytime  and  double  at  night;  after  that  as  they  were  quiet  and 
orderly  I  allowed  them  their  liberty  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
but  confined  them  at  night.  They  were  treated  as  well  under  my  orders 
as  the  circumstances  would  admit. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  W.  WELLS, 

Master's  Mate. 

After  careftdly  reviewing  the  foregoing  statement  I  certify  that  I  am 
willing  to  take  oath  that  it  is  correct. 

HENItY  W.  WELLS. 
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[Incloaure  to  snb-inclosure  No.  4.) 

U.  s.  Steamer  Cambuidge, 
Xew]fort  News,  Va.,  November  18, 1861. 
We  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Cambridge  were 
attached  to  her  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  Louisa  Agnes  and 
Revere,  British  schooners.  We  would  hereby  testify  that  the  captains 
ot  the  above  vessels  and  their  men  had  good  accommodations— all  that 
the  ship  could  afford:  were  regularly  served  with  rations,  and  upon 
their  departure  from  this  steamer  spoke  in  high  terms  of  approbation 
of  their  treatment.  At  all  times  on  board  they  appeared  perfectly  satis- 
fled  and  made  no  complaints.  The  above-mentioned  parties  had  free 
intercourse  with  the  crew  of  the  Cambridge  both  on  and  below  decks, 
and  in  all  respects  were  passengers.  The  absence  of  Lieut.  William 
Gwin's  name  to  this  paper  is  accounted  for  by  his  being  detached  from 
this  vessel  and  ordered  to  the  brig  Perry  November  12. 

R.  D.  ELDEIDGE, 

Acting  Master,  U.  iS'.  Navy. 

V.  w.  STEOJsra, 

Acting  Master,  V.  IS.  Navy. 
SAMUEL  VERY,  Jr., 

Acting  Master,  U.  IS.  Navy. 
H.  A.  RICHARDSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Navy. 
JOS.  C.  CANNING, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster,  U.  8.  Navy. 
FRANK  A.  BREMON, 
First  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navy. 
CHARLES  C.  PENNINGTON, 
8econd  Assistant  Engineer,  U,  8.  Navy. 
JOHN  J.  STEIGER, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navy. 

JAMES  POWERS, 
Third  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  8.  Navy. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  30, 1861. 
John  A,  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Folicc,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  several  letters*  belonging  to  parties  in  New  York  which 
have  been  examined  and  appear  to  contain  nothing  objectionable.  I 
will  thank  you  to  visit  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  viz, 
Messrs.  Charles  Le  Cesne  and  Caesar  August  Robert,  and  tell  them  that 
the  Government  has  conclusive  evidence  that  they  have  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  made  a  medium  for  the  transmission  of  correspondence 
between  tlie  insurrectionary  States  and  Europe  some  of  which  is  trea- 
sonable in  character,  and  require  them  to  engage  upon  honor  that  here 
after  they  will  desist  from  the  practice,  and  if  any  letter  of  the  character 
mentioned  come  into  their  possession  they  will  voluntarily  deliver  them 
to  you  for  examination.  If  they  do  this  you  may  for  the  present  discon- 
tinue the  surveillance  over  their  correspondence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


'Not  inclosed. 
11   R    R— SERIES   II.  VOT,   It 
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DEPAETlfENT  OF  STATE,  Washhigton,  Noeemher  SO,  1661. 
J.  P.  TnoTT,  Esq.,  Chief  Clerk,  Post- Office  Department. 

SiE:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter*  of  the  27th 
instant  inquiring  what  authority  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Dunn  in  respect 
to  correspondence  passing  through  the  mails  at  Rouse's  [Point],  N.  T., 
addressed  to  persons  supposed  to  be  agents  of  the  insurgents.  In  reply 
I  have  to  suggest  that  in  iny  judgment  it  would  be  advisable  to  authorize 
liim  for  the  present  to  detain  and  open  such  letters  and  to  send  those  of 
a  treasonable  character  to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAllD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


AVashington,  Xovvvihcr  JO,  laOl. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  perused  the  papers  communicated  ti>  you  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send 
me  copies  with  your  note  of  yesterday's  date.  These  papers  establish 
the  following  facts:  That  two  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Kevere 
which  was  captured  on  a  charge  of  breaking  the  blockade's  were  for 
two  or  three  days  confined  in  single  irons  in  the  daytime  and  double 
irons  at  night;  that  after  that  they  were  left  at  liberty  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  day  but  confined  at  night;  that  two  seamen  of  the 
British  schooner  Louisa  Agnes  which  was  also  captured  on  a  charge  of 
breaking  the  blockade  were  kept  in  single  irons  during  twenty-five  out 
of  fifty-six  hours,  and  that  in  both  cases  this  harsh  treatment  was 
inflicted  in  pursuance  of  express  orders  from  the  executive  officer  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Cambridge. 

It  is  stated  that  in  the  case  of  the  seamen  of  the  Revere  this  severe 
measure  was  resorted  to  in  order  to  prevent  their  rising  and  retaking  the 
vessel.  No  information,  however,  is  given  from  which  an  opinion  can 
be  formed  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  the  precaution.  No  evidence  is 
adduced  of  there  having  been  ground  for  suspecliing  the  men  of  a  design 
to  retake  the  vessels  or  for  apprehending  that  they  had  the  means  of 
executing  such  a  design. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  does  not  say  with  respect  to  either  case 
whether  he  approves  or  disapproves  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of 
the  Cambridge.  He  does  not  express  any  intention  of  taking  measures 
to  secure  considerate  treatment  in  future  to  British  seamen  in  similar 
circumstances. 

The  paijers  which  you  have  been  so  good  as  to  send  me  do  not  afford 
any  Information  concerning  the  complaint  made  by  the  master  of  the 
Louisa  Agnes  of  the  treatment  he  experienced  on  board  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Susquehanna. 

You  will  1  am  sure  consider  that  I  am  doing  no  more  than  my  duty 
in  asking  for  further  explanations  concerning  these  grave  matters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


'  Not  found. 
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Office  Supbkintbndent  of  Mexeopolitan  Police, 

New  York,  November  30, 1801. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  On  the  arrival  of  the  Aspinwall  steamer  with  Colonel  Buch- 
anan's regiment  the  detectives  on  board  were  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Scott  had  talked  in  a  disloyal  manner  on  the  passage ;  that  he  Avas  a  son 
of  Eev.  Doctor  Scott,  of  California,  formerly  of  Virginia.  This  infor- 
mation was  obtained  for  me  by  my  detectives  from  his  fellow-passen- 
gers. His  name  being  given  to  them  as  Eobert  K.  Scott  they  very 
naturally  supposed  he  might  be  Eobert  G.  Scott,  late  U.  S.  consul  at 
Eio  Janeiro,  whom  they  had  orders  to  arrest  on  his  way  home  by  the 
way  of  Europe.     Be  was  accordingly  brought  to  my  ofiice. 

I  discovered  their  mistake  at  once,  but  to  avoid  doing  anything  that 
would  bear  the  appearance  of  rebuking  them  for  their  extra  vigilance 
I  directed  him  to  be  held  until  his  baggage  could  be  examined  and  sent 
one  of  them.  Officer  Eoach,  back  to  the  steamer  for  the  baggage,  direct- 
ing it  to  be  brought  to  headquarters  for  examination.  In  the  course  of 
two  hours  the  officer  reported  to  me  that  when  he  went  to  the  steamer 
Colonel  Buchanan  interposed  and  prevented  him  from  obtaining  pos- 
session of  it,  on  which  I  directed  Colonel  Buchanan  to  be  brought  to 
the  office  in  person.  I  was  not  in  when  he  arrived,  and  having  to  wait 
the  colonel  seemed  to  have  lost  his  temper  somewhat  with  his  time, 
I  found  him  in  the  office  of  Mr.  President  Bowen  in  company  with  Mr. 
Bowen  and  Mr.  Commissioner  Acton.  He  complained  at  having  been 
brought  there  and  explained  as  the  reason  for  stopping  the  baggage 
that  the  officer  who  was  sent  for  it  was  not  in  uniform ;  that  he  did  not 
exhibit  a  written  order;  that  he  did  not  show  to  him  any  evidence  that 
he  was  an  officer.  My  reply  to  which  was  that  officers  on  detective 
duty  were  not  required  to  wear  uniform ;  that  it  was  as  unusual  to  give 
a  private  policeman  an  order  in  writing  as  it  was  to  give  written  orders 
to  private  soldiers ;  that  if  the  detective  had  been  required  to  show  his 
authority  he  would  have  produced  it  on  demand.  After  reaching  my 
office  and  before  I  had  an  interview  with  him  he  had  written  an  order 
to  the  purser  of  the  ship  to  deliver  up  the  baggage  to  my  officer  which 
he  handed  to  me.  A  few  unpleasant  words  were  used  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  repeat  and  he  was  allowed  to  go. 

In  the  conversation  he  was  very  iudignant  that  I  should  suspect 
Adjutant  Scott,  one  of  his  staff  in  whom  he  said  he  had  the  utmost  cou- 
hdence.  He  was  much  excited  at  the  time  and  spoke  as  people  do  under 
such  circumstances.    He  spoke  warmly  in  favor  of  Adjutant  Scott. 

This  is  in  reply  to  a  telegram  I  have  just  received  from  the  War 
Department  signed  B.  P.  Davis  [Lieutenant  U.  S.  Army]  whom  I  don't 
know. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Camp  Wright, 
Oalc  Grove,  San  Diego  County,  Lower  (Jal.,  November  SO,  1861. 

Col.  James  H.  Carleton, 

First  Infantry  California  Volunteers,  Los  Angeles,  Cal, 

Colonel  :  I  take  advantage  of  the  departure  of  Seilor  Sepulva, 
Kamon  Carillo's  brother-in-law,  to  inform  yon  of  the  arrest  of  the  Sho- 
walter  party,  Showalter  with  them.    It  consists  of  sixteen  men,  each 
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armed  witL.  rifles  aud  a  pair  of  revolvers.  They  gave  us  a  hard  chase 
but  we  finally  captured  them.  They  parleyed  but  finally  concluded 
not  to  resist,  although  against  the  advice  of  Showalter, 

The  names  of  the  party  are:  T.  A.  Wilson,  Tennessee;  W.  Woods, 
Missouri;  Charles  Pendroth,  Kentucky;  William  Sands,  Tennessee; 
T.L.Eoberts,  South  Carolina;  E.  H.Wood,  Mississippi;  T.W.Woods, 
Virginia;  J. W.Sampson, Kentucky;  S. A. Eogers, Tennessee;  J.Law- 
rence, Arkansas;  Levi  Eogers,  Alabama;  Henry  Crowell,  Pennsyl- 
vania; William  Turner,  Georgia;  Dan  Showalter,  Pennsylvania;  A. 
King,  Tennessee.  Eetook  two  of  the  party  on  the  27th  near  the  post, 
viz,  E.  B.  Summers  and  F,  Y.  Chum.  They  were  the  advance  party, 
eighteen  in  all.  I  am  now  examining  them,  and  will  send  you  by 
express  that  will  leave  here  tonight  some  time  full  particulars.  They 
now  regret  that  they  did  not  resist;  if  they  had  they  would  have  given 
us  a  hard  fight.  There  is  no  doubt  that  every  one  of  them  is  a  seces- 
sionist and  are  on  their  way  to  lend  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.  I 
would  like  to  kuow  as  soon  as  possible  what  to  do  with  them.  They 
have  pack-mules  and  are  well  fitted  out  aud  a  desperate  set  of  men. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  Francisco  Ocampo  for  my  success. 
It  is  reported  that  some  eighty  men  are  getting  ready  and  on  the  road. 
I  will  keep  a  good  watch  for  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

EDWIN  A.  RIGG, 
Major  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Gamp  Wright. 

P.  S. — They  were  captured  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  at 
John  Winter's  ranch  near  San  Jose  Valley. 

EJJWm  A.  HIGVt. 


[For  correspondence  between  Major-General  Halleck  and  the  Presi- 
dent relating  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  the  President's  order 
authorizing  Halleck  to  suspend  the  writ  at  his  discretion  within  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri,  see  Vol.  I,  this  series,  pp.  230  and  231.J 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

Executive  Department, 

Boston,  December  S,  1801. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blair, 

Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  His  Excellency  Governor  Andrew  directs  me  to  inclose  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  sent  to  him  by  Hon.  George  Morey,  one  of 
our  most  experienced  and  influential  citizens,  who  was  one  of  the  Pres- 
idential electors  and  whose  views  and  opinions  therein  expressed  he 
believes  are  worthy  of  the  serious  attention  of  the  government.  The 
letter  as  you  will  see  by  its  date  was  sent  to  the  governor  during  his 
absence  in  Washington  or  it  would  have  been  forwarded  earlier.  His 
excellency  hopes  that  you  will  take  an  early  occasion  to  present  the 
substance  of  Mr.  Morey's  views  to  the  President  with  the  assurance  from 
him  that  Mr.  Morey's  anxiety  is  shared  by  many  of  our  most  prominent 
and  discreet  citizens. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

THOMAS  DEEW, 
A.ssisiant  Military  ticcretary. 
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[rnrlnstii-c] 

Boston,  Nommber  ai,  1S61. 
His  Excellency  John  A.  Andrew. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  number  of  ordinary  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren,  in  our 
b  arbor,  is  about  700,  and  tlie  number  of  state  prisoners  is  something 
more  than  100  as  I  am  informed.  Amongst  the  state  prisoners  are 
several  persons  of  great  ability  and  energy.  There  are  some  possessed 
of  large  means.  There  is  a  banker  from  Savannah  whose  name  I  do  not 
recollect  who  is  said  to  be  very  rich.  Our  banker,  George  B.  Blake, 
assures  me  that  this  Savannah  banker  is  worth  several  millions.  It  is 
supposed  he  has  made  this  year  one  to  two  millions  by  speculations  in 
cotton.  In  a  short  time  the  arch  traitors  Slidell  and  Mason  with  their 
secretaries  ai-e  to  be  added  to  the  congregation  at  the  fort.  Slidell  is 
very  wealthy,  and  Eustis,  his  secretary  of  legation,  married  the 
daughter  of  Corcoran,  the  rich  banker  at  Washington  who  is  worth 
three  or  four  millions,  and  is  without  doubt  a  secessionist. 

I  am  very  sure  of  Corcoran's  proclivities  from  what  he  said  to  me  last 
May  in  Washington.  Now  when  it  is  considered  how  much  talent, 
energy,  deviltry  and  wealth  are  congregated  in  this  one  fort  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  infinite  danger  that  a  successful  escape  may  be  made, 
especially  when  the  men  placed  there  to  guard  these  rascals  are  only 
300  or  400  raw  troops.  I  think  the  arch  traitors,  say  thirty  or  forty  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  state  prisoners,  ought  to  be  placed  in  the 
vacant  cells  of  the  State  prison  (especially  as  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment has  now  put  many  of  our  officers  in  separate  cells  at  Charleston 
and  Eichmond) ,  or  if  not  in  the  State  prison  let  them  be  kept  separate 
at  Fort  Independence  or  elsewhere.  I  hope  you  will  confer  with  the 
President  and  powers  at  Washington  before  you  leave  and  see  that 
measures  shall  be  taken  of  the  most  effective  character  by  which  these 
rascals  shall  be  secured  against  all  possibility  of  escape.  Why  should 
not  one  or  more  ships  of  war  be  stationed  near  Fort  Warren?  Suppose 
some  strong  iron-clad  steamer  should  come  along  and  co-operate  with 
those  prisoners? 

*  *  *  #  »  #  # 

(iEOEGE  MOREY. 


Headquarters  Division,  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  5,  ISOJ. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bt^rke,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

Colonel:  Maj.  D.  P.  De  Witt,  of  the  Second  Eegiment  Maryland 
Volunteers,  will  deliver  to  you  political  prisoners  in  his  custody,  viz : 
Bichard  Thomas  Zarvona,  arrested  July  8, 1861;  George  Julius,  citizen 
of  Hagerstown,  Md.,  arrested  October  16,  1861;  Eobert  W.  Kasin, 
citizen  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  arrested  October  20, 1861 ;  E.  C.  Holland, 
citizen  of  Dorchester,  Md.,  arrested  November  4, 1861 ;  Thomas  Morti- 
mer, citizen  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  arrested  November  8,  1861;  James 
Martin,  citizen  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  arrested  November  8, 1861 ;  Jonah 
Potterfleld,  citizen  of  Harper's  Ferry,  arrested  November  13,  1861; 
Edward  C.  Cottrell,  citizen  of  Princess  Anne,  Md.,  arrested  November 
16, 1861 ;  Charles  H.  P.  Coe,  citizen  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  arrested  Novem- 
ber 26, 1861. 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Getieral. 
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Department  of  Sta'J'e,  Wnshinflton,  Deepmhrr  S,  1>^H1. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General  :  Herewith  I  Lave  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  a  letter  received  at  this  Department  from  P,  T.  Barnum,  esq., 
in  reference  to  correspondence  between  ex-Senator  Mallory,  now  at 
Eichmond,  Ya.,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bishop,  who  resides  at  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  which  it  is  supposed  passes  through  Baltimore.  Will  you 
please  adopt  such  measures  for  the  suppression  of  this  correspondence 
as  in  your  judgment  are  necessary  and  proper'^ 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[lEclosure.] 

LiNDENCROFT,  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Xoveniber  29.  1SG1. 
Hon.  Simon  Casibron. 

Dear  Sir:  The  daughter  of  ex- Senator  Mallory  resides  here  with 
her  husband,  who  is  brother  to  our  late  ex-member  of  Congress,  William 
D.  Bishop  (secesh).  Of  course  Mr.  Mallory  (Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
secesh)  resides  in  Eichmond.  The  daughter,  Mrs.  Bishop,  is  in  con- 
stant correspondence  with  her  parents  and  their  letters  are  mailed  to 
her  in  Baltimore.  Of  course  the  letters  are  brought  from  Eichmond  to 
Baltimore  by  some  private  hand.  Such  a  letter  arrived  here  last  night 
and  they  continually  arrive  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  T.  BAENTTM. 


Department  of  State,  Wa«hin(iton,  December  3,  IfiOI. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  «&c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  30th  of  November  last  in  which  you  review  the 
explanations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  I  had  submitted  to 
you  concerning  the  cases  of  two  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Eevere 
and  two  other  seamen  of  the  British  schooner  Louisa  Agnes,  which  two 
schooners  were  captured,  though  at  different  times,  in  attempts  to 
break  the  blockade  of  the  ports  held  by  the  insurgents.  I  have  read 
your  objections  to  those  explanations  with  great  care  and  as  I  trust 
with  candor,  inspired  by  a  sincere  desire  to  concede  to  the  complain- 
ants whom  you  represent  any  redress  to  which  they  might  be  found 
entitled,  and  to  preserve  the  best  possible  understanding  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain. 

The  Secretary's  explanations  do  in  fact  show  as  you  have  assumed 
that  the  two  seamen  of  the  schooner  Eevere  were  confined  for  two  or 
three  days  in  single  irons  in  the  daytime  and  in  double  irons  during 
the  night,  and  that  after  the  period  thus  passed  they  were  left  at  liberty 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  but  confined  at  night.  I  cannot 
admit,  however,  that  you  are  perfectly  just  in  calling  this  confinement 
"  hard  treatment."  You  notice  the  explanation  that  confinement  of  the 
seamen  with  irons  to  the  extent  practiced  was  resorted  to  in  order  to 
prevent  their  rising  and  retaking  the  vessel;  but  you  object  that  no 
information  is  given  from  which  an  opinion  can  be  formed  as  to  the 
reasonableness  of  the  precaution,  and  that  no  evidence  is  adduced  of 
there  having  been  ground  for  suspecting  the  men  of  a  design  to  retake 
the  vessel  or  for  apprehending  that  they  had  the  means  of  executing 
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such  a  desigu.  ^^"hether  the  restraints  practiced  upon  the  t^o seamen 
in  question  were  "hard  treatment"  and  a  "severe  measure"  as  you 
have  characterized  them,  or  whether  it  was  proper  treatment  of  course 
depends  altogether  as  you  seem  to  admit  upon  the  circumstance  Avhether 
those  restraints  exceeded  the  rigor  Avhich  reasonable  prudence  required 
for  the  security  of  the  capturing  vessel  and  her  prize  on  their  way  to 
port  for  adjudication. 

You  seemed  to  have  assumed  that  any  confinement  of  the  seamen 
especially  in  irons  in  such  a  case  must  by  law  be  presumed  to  be  unnec- 
essary and  therefore  unreasonable  and  severe,  and  that  consequently 
it  devolves  upon  the  ofllcer  who  makes  the  capture  to  exculpate  him- 
self from  the  general  charge  of  hardness  or  severity  by  showing  that 
the  rigor  practiced  was  necessary  in  the  act  complained  of.  I  submit 
on  the  contrary  that  in  these  as  in  all  other  cases  it  rests  with  the  com- 
plainant to  show  in  his  statement  the  facts  and  circumstances  which 
constitute  the  grievance  before  the  accused  party  can  be  called  upon  to 
deny  or  at  least  justify  the  conduct  alleged  against  him.  I  proceed  to 
examine  the  case  of  the  two  seamen  of  the  Revere  in  the  light  of  this 
rule. 

On  the  6th  of  October  your  lordship  addressed  me  a  note  in  which 
you  stated  that  you  therewith  handed  to  me  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  as 
well  as  a  copy  of  a  letter  and  an  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit.  You 
added  that  you  desired  to  recommend  to  my  favorable  consideration 
the  request  to  which  those  papers  referred  that  the  mate  of  the  British 
schooner  Eevere,  who  appeared  to  be  detained  at  Portress  Monroe, 
might  appear  at  Boston  as  a  witness  for  the  defense  of  the  vessel 
before  the  prize  court  at  that  city.  You  ailded  that  you  desired  also 
to  direct  my  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which  the  master  and 
crew  of  the  Eevere  appeared  to  have  been  treated,  and  especially  to 
the  fact  of  two  of  the  crew  having  been  kept  (as  it  would  seem  very 
unjustly)  in  irons.  You  closed  with  requesting  me  to  return  the 
attested  copy  of  the  affidavit  to  you. 

Your  request  that  the  captain  might  be  allowed  to  appear  at  the 
prize  court  was  promptly  granted.  The  attested  copy  of  an  affidavit 
was  returned  to  you  as  requested  without  a  copy  of  it  having  been 
taken  in  the  Department,  as  it  was  not  then  supposed  that  you  thought 
it  would  be  useful  beyond  the  purpose  of  showing  that  you  had  grounds 
for  calling  my  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  confinement  of  the  seamen. 
It  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  dispatch  was  silent  upon  the  subject 
of  the  confinement  of  the  seamen.  A  copy  of  your  note  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  dispatch  annexed  to  it  was  on  the  7th  day  of  October, 
the  very  day  of  their  receipt,  by  me  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  with  a  request  in  general  terms  for  the  information  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  reply  to  the  note. 

On  the  11th  of  November  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  lord- 
ship a  second  note  bearing  date  on  the  7th  of  that  month  in  which  you 
recited  that  on  the  10th  of  October  (meaning  the  (ith)  you  had  directed 
my  attention  to  the  unusual  manner  in  which  the  master  and  crew  of 
the  British  schooner  Eevere  appeared  to  have  been  treated  after  the 
capture  of  their  vessel  by  the  tl.  S.  ship  Cambridge,  and  especially  to 
the  fact  that  two  of  the  crew  had  been  kept  in  irons.  You  then  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  before  me  another  and  kindred  complaint  about  the  rigor 
practiced  as  you  assumed  upon  two  seamen  of  another  and  different 
vessel.  But  you  gave  me  no  information  whatever  concerning  the  two 
seamen  of  the  Eevere.  A  copy  of  this  last  paper  was  transmitted  by 
me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  12th  dpy  of  November.    The 
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Secretary  of  tlie  ivavy  having  called  Flag  Officer  Goldsborougli's  atteu- 
tion  to  the  two  complaints  as  thus  submitted  to  me  in  very  general 
terms,  that  officer  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  sending  him 
the  papers,  copies  of  which  were  transmitted  to  you  and  which  you 
have  found  so  unsatisfactory.  These  papers  show  that  the  irons  which 
liad  been  used  had  been  placed  on  board  for  the  protection  of  the  prize- 
master  and  to  be  used  by  him  when  deemed  necessary.  I  am  informed 
that  irons  are  always  provided  and  kept  on  board  blockading  vessels 
as  a  necessary  precaution.  So  customary  is  this  that  a  naval  officer 
who  being  charged  with  tlie  maintaining  of  a  blockade  should  lose  his 
own  vessel  or  even  a  prize  for  want  of  this  precaution  would  justly  incur 
punishment  at  the  hands  of  his  government.  The  papers  show  that 
Lieutenant  Gwin,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Cambridge,  certainly  had 
injunctions  from  the  commander  that  the  crews  were  to  have  every 
indulgence  their  case  would  admit  of,  and  that  they  should  be  made  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  Upon  the  capture  of  the  Eevere  he  put  the 
prize-master  on  board  of  her  with  the  irons  with  instructions  to  use 
themif  he  should  deem  it  necessary.  The  prize-master  going  with  prob- 
ably only  two  or  three  loyal  seamen  spared  from  the  Cambridge,  it 
appears  did  deem  it  necessary  at  first  to  put  the  two  captured  seamen 
in  irons  until  their  dispositions  should  be  ascertained.  When  it  is  con- 
sidered that  these  seamen  were  strangers  to  him,  captured,  disappointed 
in  the  objects  of  their  voyage  and  conveyed  against  their  wishes  and 
will  to  a  distant  and  to  them  foreign  port  by  an  authority  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  belligerent  power,  I  think  that  it  might  have  been  reasonably 
apprehended  by  the  prize-master  that  if  left  from  the  first  entirely  free 
they  might  attempt  the  life  jal  the  prize-master  or  at  least  the  deliver 
ance  of  the  prize.  Using  the  same  form  of  illustration  as  before  I  think 
that  the  prize-master  who  having  irons  put  into  his  hands  for  his  own 
safety  and  the  security  of  the  prize  vessel  should  nevertheless  have 
lost  the  prize  by  its  being  recaptured  by  captives  whom  he  had  not 
confined  would  justly  be  dismissed  from  the  naval  service.  Whether 
the  prize-master  might  not  with  safety  have  released  the  two  seamen 
from  their  confinement  in  irons  at  an  earlier  day  or  hour  remains  uncer- 
tain. It  should  seem  right  if  he  has  exercised  his  best  discretion  in 
which  his  discretion  was  necessarily  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  unless 
indeed  it  shall  be  affirmatively  shown  that  he  willfully  or  negligently 
abused  his  power  over  the  unwilling  and  reluctant  seamen.  That  he 
did  not  so  abuse  his  power  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  proved  by  the  fact 
that  all  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge  testified  that  the  seamen  made 
no  complaints  on  leaving  the  Cambridge,  and  on  the  contrary  spoke  in 
good  terms  of  their  treatment,  and  that  the  commander  of  the  Cam- 
bridge declares  that  he  is  astonished  at  the  complaint  of  ill  treatment, 
and  with  the  best  sources  of  information  open  to  him  denies  those  asser- 
tions altogether. 

It  remains  to  say  that  the  Government  having  no  sufficient  ground 
cannot  agree  that  the  two  seamen  in  question  in  the  present  case  were 
hardly  treated  or  made  to  suffer  unnecessary  hardship. 

For  this  reason  I  cannot  admit  what  your  lordship  seems  to  claim — 
that  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ought  to  have  expressed  his  disapproval 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge,  or  that  he  ought  in 
view  of  the  whole  case  to  have  expressed  an  intention  to  take  means 
to  secure  considerate  treatment  in  future  to  British  seamen  in  similar 
circumstances.  At  the  same  time  this  Government  means  and  intends 
to  conduct  its  operations  upon  the  highest  principles  of  humanity 
known  in  maritime  proceedings,  and  especially  with  a  view  to  the 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  169 

exercise  of  .iustice  aud  modeiatiou  so  far  as  these  proceediugs  affect 
Great  Britain  and  other  friendly  powers,  and  therefore  a  copy  of  these 
papers  will  be  addressed  to  the  flag  officers  of  the  blockading  squadron, 
accompanied  by  an  instruction  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  use 
irons  only  when  and  so  long  as  necessary,  aud  in  all  cases  to  practice 
the  utmost  kindness  consistent  with  the  safety  of  captives  and  prizes 
toward  seamen  captured  in  attempting  to  break  the  blockade. 

I  avail   myself  of  this  0])portunity  to  renew  to  yonr  lordship  the 
assurance  of  mv  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washuiffton,  Decemher  .9,  ISfi]. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  refer  again  to  your  lordship's  note  of  the  30th  of  Novem- 
ber for  tlie  purpose  of  saying  that  the  case  of  the  two  seamen  of  the 
British  schooner  Louisa  Agues  which  was  captured  on  a  charge  of 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  seems  to  stand  so  nearly  on  the  same 
footing  with  that  of  the  two  seamen  captured  on  board  of  the  British 
schooner  Eevere  which  I  have  discussed  in  a  previous  note  of  this  date, 
that  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  my  reply  in  the  latter  case  as 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  Government  upon  the  former  case  also. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEW  ART). 


Mattch  Chunk,  Decemher  .7,  1W1. 
Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  Pardon  me  for  calling  your  attention  to  a  treasonable 
sheet  published  in  this  place  by  the  name  of  the  Carbon  Democrat  and 
edited  by  one  George  Bull,  the  last  issue  of  which  I  transmit  you  by 
niaU.  You  will  see  by  the  tone  of  the  paper  that  it  is  a  dangerous 
sheet,  and  we  would  like  to  have  it  suppressed  if  it  could  be  done.  The 
last  grand  jury  here  found  a  true  bill  against  it,  but  as  our  judge  is  a 
Democrat  it  is  uncertain  that  anything  will  be  done  with  it.  In  one  of 
the  former  issues  it  came  down  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  last 
Congress,  calling  it  a  bloody  Congress,  &c.  If  signatures  for  suppres- 
sion would  be  of  any  use  we  could  get  a  majority  of  names  of  the  most 
respectable  people  in  this  place.  Please  give  it  your  attention  and 
let  us  know  if  anything  can  be  done. 
From  vour  unacquainted  friend, 

WILLIAM  L.  KICHAHDS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  -i,  isril. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  your 
communication  to  me  of  the  23d  ultimo  relative  to  the  cases  of  the 
schooners  Eevere  and  Louisa  Agnes  contained  no  explanation  in  regard 
to  the  alleged  maltreatment  of  the  captain  of  the  last-named  vessel  on 
board  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Susquehanna.  As  it  is  desirable  to  furnisli 
the  British  Government  with  as  full  information  as  possible  on  the 
subject  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  enable  me  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  _    _^^ 

'      '  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  J,  ISGI. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &(;. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  invited  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  fact  adverted  to  by  you 
in  your  note  of  the  30th  instant  [ultimo]  that  his  communication  to  me 
of  the  23d  ultimo  contained  no  explanations  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
maltreatment  of  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Louisa  Agnes.  ISo  time 
will  be  lost  in  sending  to  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Welles'  answer  on  that 
subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  4,  ISCl. 
Alexander  H.  Stowell,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  special  agent  of  this  Department 
for  the  period  of  two  months  from  the  date  hereof  at  a  compensation  of 
$50  per  month.  Your  duties  will  be  to  act  in  conjunction  with  W.  H. 
Barse  in  an-esting  disloyal  persons,  particularly  those  from  the  insur- 
rectionary States,  and  in  detecting  and  suppressing  treasonable  corre- 
spondence between  the  insurgents  and  their  sympathizers  in  the  loyal 
States,  the  Canadas  and  Europe.  You  will  be  particularly  on  the  watch 
for  such  persons  who  may  pass  into  or  from  Canada  on  their  way  to  or 
from  Europe,  In  the  exercise  of  your  duties  you  are  expected  to  be 
cautious  not  to  arrest  or  detain  any  persons  against  whom  no  well- 
founded  suspicion  is  entertained,  but  on  the  contrary  when  there  is 
such  suspicion  you  will  promptly  arrest  such  person,  secure  his  papers 
and  give  immediate  notice  by  telegraph  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  5, 1861. 
David  L.  Phillips,  Esq., 

v.  H.  Marshal  for  the  District  of  Illinois,  Springfield. 

Sir:  It  is  represented  to  this  Department  that  there  is  strong  ground 
for  the  belief  that  treasonable  organizations  are  in  existence  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  You  will  please  send  a  proper 
person  to  that  quarter  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  matter,  and  in 
case  any  well-founded  evidence  should  be  discovered  against  any  per- 
son or  persops  you  will  give  notice  to  this  Department  by  post.  In 
cases  which  will  not  admit  of  delay,  however,  you  will  first  arrest  the 
person,  secure  his  papers  and  give  immediate  notice  by  telegraph  to 
this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  IT.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  5,  18(11. 
(xeneral  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  disposition  of  prisoners  accused  of  giving  aid  to  the  enemy 
is  a  subject  attended  with  much  labor  and  inconvenience.*    The  plan 

*  See  Attorney-General  Bates'  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  p.  182. 
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vrhich  I  have  adopted  is  at  once  to  release  the  minor  cases  and  refer 
the  more  serious  ones  to  the  district  judge  or  a  U.  S.  commissioner. 

The  latter  course  is  of  no  avail  without  the  services  of  au  attorney 
to  attend  the  cases.  The  district  attorney  does  not  live  here  and  can- 
not do  it.  I  would  suggest  the  appointment  or  employment  of  an 
assistant  attorney  and  request  that  the  subject  may  be  recommended 
to  the  proper  Department. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  BUELL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 


Office  of  Provost-Marshal, 
Saint  'Louis,  Mo.,  December  G,  18(11. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Department  the  record*  of  a  case 
of  Joseph  M.  P.  ;S^olan,  a  British  subject  confined  in  the  military  prison 
of  this  city  on  suggestion  of  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary.  In 
addition  to  the  facts  presented  by  the  record  I  desire  to  say  that  Mr. 
Wilkins,  the  British  consul  at  this  point,  after  having  satisfied  himself 
of  ISTolau's  unquestioned  disloyalty  refnsed  to  interfere  oflficially  in  the 
matter.  Upon  Nolan's  examination  he  refused  to  give  any  explanation 
of  his  letter;  refused  to  state  that  he  would  not  take  up  arms  against 
the  Government;  refused  to  promise  that  he  would  remain  neutral  dur- 
ing the  present  rebellion.  Through  Mr.  Wilkins'  friendly  intercession 
with  General  Curtis  and  myself  and  with  an  idea  that  if  discharged  his 
imprisonment  might  have  the  effect  of  inducing  him  to  restrain  his 
words  and  acts  in  the  future  I  ordered  his  release,  accompanying  the 
order  with  a  letter  to  the  prisoner  as  suggested  by  General  Curtis. 
His  reply  is  contained  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Butterworth  addressed 
to  myself,  which  is  part  of  the  record.  I  immediately  withdrew  the 
order  for  his  discharge  and  he  remained  a  prisoner. 

The  only  motive  1  can  possibly  conceive  for  his  conduct  is  the  desire 
to  become  celebrated.  My  motive  in  presenting  the  matter  at  this  time 
to  the  Department  is  that  I  understand  that  Mr.  Wilkins,  the  British 
consul,  will  present  the  matter  to  Lord  Lyons.  He  informs  me  that  he 
will  clearly  present  to  his  lordship  the  disloyalty  of  the  prisoner  and 
his  own  refusal  to  interfere  in  the  matter  for  that  reason.  Mr.  W.  is 
himself  a  warm  friend  of  the  Government  and  all  his  sympathies  are 
with  it  in  the  efforts  to  put  down  rebellion.  I  am  sure  he  will  not 
interpose  his  official  position  to  protect  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  who 
departs  from  the  strict  neutrality  ordered  by  the  Queen. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfally, 

GEO.  E.  LEIGHTON, 
Captain  and  ProvoHt-Marslud. 


Hdqtjs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Mabshal's  Office, 

Washington,  />.  C,  December  (!,  1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost- Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
just  made  of  you  to  report  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  the  case  of 


■  Not  fmnul. 
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Benjamiu  J.  Cross,  a  prisoner  confined  in  tlie  Old  Caintol  ]-Jnildiug,  1 
liave  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

I  find  on  file  in  my  oflSce  a  letter  addressed  to  yourself,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy  and  which  seems  to  be  the  initiation  of  the  case: 

Headquarters  Corps  op  Observation, 

rooUmnlle,  Md.,  October  in,  18(U. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter, 

Provosl-Marshal,  Armij  of  the  Potomac,  Washington,  D.  C. 
General:  I  forward  to  yon  as  a  prisoner  Mr.  [B.]  Jackson  Cross  who  was  this 
morning  arrested  by  the  Thirty-fourth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  at  Seneca. 
Mr.  Cross  is  brother-in-law  of  Doctor  Causten,  a  member  of  the  President's  Mounted 
Guard  lately  in  the  service  of  the  TTniteA  States  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  in  his  own  house  near  Seneca  In  May  last  by  Virginia  troops  said 
to  have  been  led  there  by  this  Mr.  Cross.  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  [W.]  Owen,  of  the 
Kentucky  [Pennsylvania]  Cavalry  (Colonel  Averell),wa3  captain  of  the  company 
and  can  give  testimony  or  informatioit  in  the  case.  Mr.  Causten,  notary  public  on  F 
street  near  Fifteenth,  cau  also  give  information.  Young  Mr.  Causten  yet  remains  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels  by  the  act  as  it  is  alleged  of  this  Mr.  Cross. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Briffodier-  Genera  I,  Commandiv  <j . 

f  [iidorKt'infiit  "11  hack  i)f  the  letter."] 

Washington,  I).  C,  Oetoher  11,18C,l. 
1  bolipve  the  facts  lierein  stated  to  be  trne. 

S.  W.  OWEN, 
lAeniemant-Oolonel  Kentucky  [^Pennsylvania]  Cavalry. 

On  the  7th  of  November  I  detailed  one  of  my  operatives  to  further 
investigate  the  matter.  He  learned  from  two  nieces  of  young  Causten 
at  the  residence  of  their  grandfather  on  F  street,  near  Fiiteenth,  that 
their  uncle,  the  Doctor  Causten  above  mentioned,  was  a  brother-in-law 
of  Cross ;  that  they  had  understood  that  on  the  day  before  their  uncle's 
arrest  he  went  to  the  house  of  Cross  at  his  (Cross')  invitation,  where 
he  -was  captured  by  Virginia  troops  said  to  have  been  guided  there  by 
Cross.  They  further  stated  that  they  had  been  informed  that  their 
uncle  was  then  a  prisoner  at  Raleigh,  F.  C. ;  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Owen  knew  more  of  the  matter,  &c. 

On  the  8th  of  November  the  same  operative  visited  the  camp  of  the 
Kentucky  [Pennsylvania]  cavalry  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  Lieutenant-Colonel  Owen  on  the  subject. 
Colonel  Owen  stated  that  Causten,  the  man  who  it  was  alleged  had 
been  betrayed  to  the  rebels  by  Cross,  was  a  member  of  the  President's 
Mounted  Guard  of  which  he  (Owen)  was  captain  and  which  was  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  that  some  time  in  May  last  Causten 
went  to  the  house  of  Cross  in  Seneca,  Md.,  to  see  his  wife  who  was  on 
a  visit  there,  she  being  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Cross;  that  while  he  was  there 
an  officer  of  the  Virginia  army  by  the  name  of  White  came  with  a 
detachment  of  rebel  soldiers  and  took  him  prisoner,  carrying  him  to 
Virginia  where  he  has  been  ever  since;  that  he  (Owen)  went  with  the 
District  volunteers  to  the  vicinity  of  Seneca,  near  Edwards  Ferry,  a 
short  time  after  the  capture  of  Causten  and  remained  there  four  or  five 
weeks ;  that  while  there  lie  had  the  house  of  Cross  watched  all  the  time 
and  Cross  never  came  to  it;  that  on  inquiry  he  learned  that  on  the  day 
of  Causten's  capture  Cross  was  seen  to  go  over  the  river  at  Edwards 
Ferry  into  Virginia;  that  a  short  time  afterward  White  with  his  squad 
of  men  crossed  over  from  Virginia  at  the  ferry,  proceeded  straight  to 
Cross'  house,  captured  Causten  and  returned  with  him  into  Virginia; 
that  it  was  the  belief  of  all  the  persons  in  the  vicinity  who  were  cogni- 
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zaut  of  the  affair  that  Gross  betrayed  Causten  iuto  the  bauds  of  the 
enemy;  that  Cross  never  came  back  from  Virginia  until  about  the  time 
of  his  arrest;  that  General  Stone  had  kept  a  watch  on  the  place  and 
had  set  several  traps  to  catch  White  and  Cross,  but  did  not  succeed 
while  he  (Owen)  was  in  the  vicinity. 

From  a  letter  of  James  H.  Causten,  of  this  city,  on  file  in  my  office 
dated  December  5, 1861,  I  learned  further  that  his  son,  Manuel  C. 
Causten,  the  above-mentioned  captive  of  the  rebels,  is  now  a  prisoner 
in  Ealeigh,  ^.  C. ;  that  a  few  days  after  his  capture  the  same  or  some 
other  rebel  party  forcibly  took  fiom  the  stable  at  the  same  place  his 
horse  and  equipments  and  still  retain  the  same;  that  since  the  capture 
of  his  son  he  has  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Seward,  been  appointed  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  new  Mneteenth 
Kegiment  of  the  TJ.  8.  Army,  his  commission  as  such  as  the  father 
understands  now  awaiting  his  release  from  the  rebels. 

I  further  learn  from  refugee  Union  parties  from  the  vicinity  of 
Dranesville,  Va.,  opposite  Edwards  Ferry,  that  Jack  Cross  has  always 
had  the  distinguished  credit  in  that  neighborhood  of  having  betrayed 
his  own  brother-in-law  (Causten)  from  his  Maryland  home  into  the 
Lands  of  the  rebels,  and  that  Jack  has  always  been  a  great  crony  of 
the  Virginia  rebels,  freely  and  fully  enjoying  their  hospitality  until 
their  pressing  invitations  to  carry  one  of  their  muskets  and  if  neces- 
sary stop  the  balls  of  the  Federal  muskets  so  annoyed  him  and  con- 
flicted with  his  idea  of  personal  safety  that  he  again  sought  the  quie- 
tude and  felicity  of  his  Federal-protected  fireside,  with  what  result  the 
foregoing  report  discloses. 

I  also  understand  from  parties  from  the  vicinity  of  Seneca,  Md.,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  Causteu  an  ill  feeling  existed  against  him 
on  the  part  of  Cross  (growing  out  of  family  affairs)  which  it  was  thought 
led  to  the  treacherous  and  disloyal  conduct  of  the  latter. 

Unless  Benjamin  Jackson  Cross  (as  I  understand  his  name  to  be) 
can  satisfactorily  explain  the  foregoing  charges  against  him— where  he 
was  on  the  day  of  Causteu's  capture,  &c.— I  submit  that  there  is  bat 
one  true  course  for  the  Government  to  pursue  and  that  is  to  hold  Cross 
if  not  as  a  hostage  for  the  return  of  Causten  and  his  property  (and  it 
is  not  likely  that  the  rebels  would  entertain  such  a  proposition)  at 
least  until  Causten  returns  or  the  war  is  at  an  end.  While  it  is  very 
hard  for  Cross  to  be  thus  separated  from  his  wife  and  children  it  is  no 
less  a  hardship  for  Causten  separated  from  his  young  wife  to  be  pining 
in  a  Southern  prison  while  the  Government  is  in  need  of  his  services  in 
camp  and  in  the  field. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant,  ,  t  t  tit.t 

E.  J.  ALLErf. 

Old  Capitol  Peison.  (Keceived  July  1, 1862.) 
My  Deae  Mes.  Moeeis  :  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  present  the 
statement  which  I  have  made  below  of  Mr.  Cross'  case  to  the  Confed- 
erate Government?  Poor  fellow,  he  has  been  here  a  long  time  and  he 
wishes  that  you  would  interest  yourself  for  him.  He  is  a  young  man 
and  a  right  good  fellow.    Please  answer  my  last. 

^'""'^' ''•"^■^^^  MA^'SE. 

iStuteiiK'vt. 

B..h  Cross,  of  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  was  iurested  9th  of  October, 
isiil   ..iiavcrori  t.r;<-i.  i^^Hnp;  his  brother-in-law,  M.  C.  Causten,  of  Wash- 
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ingtou  City,  a  Federal  soldier,  arrested  iu  June,  1861,  by  the  Confed- 
erate soldiers  aud  imprisoned  at  Ealeigh,  K.  C.  The  Federal  Government 
state  that  they  hold  Mr.  Cross  as  a  hostage  for  his  brother-in-law  and 
will  release  him  on  condition  that  M.  C.  Causten  is  exchanged  for  any 
Confederate  soldier.  Mr.  Cross  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Con- 
federate Government  to  the  matter,  as  by  the  release  of  Mr.  Causteu 
they  will  secure  a  Confederate  soldier  and  also  effect  his  own  release. 


Hdcjrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-Generai.'s  Ofi^'ice, 

Washington,  I).  C,  December  7, 1801. 
Col.  J.  DiMiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  has  received  several  communications  in 
reference  to  the  safety  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren.  Although  he 
has  full  confidence  in  your  vigilance  he  thinks  it  not  amiss  to  caution 
you  against  any  attempt  either  from  the  land  or  sea  which  might  be 
made  to  overpower  your  garrison  and  set  free  men  of  such  political  and 
personal  wealth  as  many  of  the  prisoners  under  your  charge  are  pos- 
sessed of.  Iu  this  view  a  copy  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary  was 
sent  you  Jfovember  26  restricting  intercourse  with  the  prisoners,  and 
you  were  asked  by  telegraph  the  4th  instant  what  additional  force  you 
would  require  for  the  safety  of  the  post, 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


TJ.  8.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  Yojik, 

Neu-  Yorli,  December  7,  1861. 
Hon.  William  11.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  1).  (J. 
Sir  :  On  the  1st  of  November  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  let- 
ter* marked  "confidential"  calling  your  attention  to  the  importunities 
of  certain  lawyers  to  obtain  the  release  of  political  prisoners  confined 
in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  alluded  especially  to  the  case  of  J.  K.  Millner,t 
who  had  offered  as  much  as  $2,000  to  any  one  instrumental  in  procur- 
ing his  discharge.  On  my  recent  visit  to  Washington  I  mentioned  the 
circumstance  to  the  Assistant  Secretary,  and  that  a  lawyer  named  Lud- 
low had  taken  a  peculiar  aud  suspicious  interest  in  Millner's  case. 
The  Assistant  Secretary  replied  that  Mr.  Ludlow  had  most  positively 
assured  him  he  was  actuated  solely  by  friendly  and  disinterested 
motives,  aud  that  he  had  never  received  or  claimed  of  Millner  one 
cent  for  his  services.  I  now  beg  to  inclose  you  an  order  iirom  J.  K. 
Millner  on  Lieutenant  Wood  in  charge  at  the  fort  to  pay  Ludlow  the 
sum  of  $150,  together  with  Lieutenant  Wood's  letter  to  me  on  the  sub- 
ject. With  these  documents  in  your  possession  you  will  perhaps  be 
able  to  judge  for  yourself  after  this  what  Mr.  Ludlow's  pretensions  to 
disinterestedness  and  truthfulness  are  worth. 
1  am,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

UOBT.  AIUERAY, 

/'.  aV.  Marshal. 

■  Not  I'oimd. 

t  For  case  of  Milliier,  see  pout.  Also  see  Hawley  to  Seward,  Xovember  'X>,  ]>. 
149;  Seward  to  Coloiicls  Diniick,  I'.iuko  and  i^oomis,  .Noveiuljer  26  aud  27,  pp.  151, 
ina.  THsiifictivelv. 
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[Inolosuri'.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  JTew  York  Harbor,  December  5, 1861. 
R.  MUKBAY,  Esq.,  TJ.  S.  Marshal. 

Deak  SiK :  Inclosed  i>lease  find  the  order  from  J.  K.  Millner  upou 
wliicli  I  paid  W.  H,  Ludlow,  esq.,  $150.    I  send  it  as  requested  by  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(JHAELES  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Gommandiny  I'ost. 

[Sub-incloaiire.J 

FoKT  Lafayette,  October  ;jj,  1861. 
Lieutenant  Wool) : 

You  will  please  pay  to  bearer  $150  and  charge  to  account.* 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  K.  MILLNEK. 


Office  of  Supekintendent  of  Metbopolitan  Police, 

New  York,  December  8,  1861. 
E.  D.  Webstee,  Esq. 

Deae  Sib:  Yours  of  6th  instant  inclosing  two  letters  addressed  to 
Monsieur  Charles  Le  Gesne,  New  York;  one  to  Monsieur  0.  A,  Eobert, 
New  York,  and  four  to  M,  A.  Herera  &  Co.,  Havana,  Cuba,  is  received. 
To-morrow  I  shall  return  the  Herera  letters  to  the  post-ofSce  aud  restore 
the  others  to  the  parties  to  whom  addressed.  Monsieur  Le  Cesne  is  no 
doubt  as  clean  as  any  man  can  be  whose  business  connections  have 
heretofore  been  very  deep  in  cotton,  but  since  the  detention  of  his  let- 
ters he  has  suddenly  concluded  to  return  to  France,  and  has  accord- 
ingly gone,  family,  coach,  horses,  driver  and  all.  However,  his  business 
reuiaius  here.  I  regard  the  movement  as  strange. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

,IOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Depautment  of  State,  Washington,  December  10, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorl;. 

SiK:  I  have  received  your  lettert  of  the  5th  instant  relative  to  the 
exaction  of  passes  from  persons  going  to  California  via  Aspinwall.  Yonr 
suggestions  upon  the  subject  of  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  rule  are  duly 
appreciated.  Iwill  thank  you  to  call  upon  the  agentof  the  steamers  and 
alter  consulting  with  him  to  make  such  arrangements  as  in  your  opin- 
ion will  best  promote  the  public  interests  in  the  present  exigency 
respecting  the  passenger  whose  real  intention  is  to  go  to  California. 
Should  you,  however,  find  it  impossible  to  do  so  without  the  require 
ment  of  a  jjassport  in  every  case  you  will  after  reporting  to  this 
Department  resume  the  enforcement  of  the  regulation  lirst  adopted. 
1  am,  sir,  yoxxr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


"  For  Milluer  to  Seward,  l>ocpmbfir  1.  denying  tln' paymeiitof  iiionoy  to  Ludlow, 
see  case  of  Millner,  poil. 
tXot  fonud. 


176  PKI80NERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Department  of  State,   Washington,  JJevember  10, 180J. 
tf.  A.  Kennedy,  Neic  York: 

It  is  deemed  probable  that  Beverly  Tucker,  late  consul  to  Liverpool, 
will  soon  try  to  embark  for  Europe  in  disguise  or  with  a  fraudulent 
passport.  Look  after  and  stop  him.  He  is  a  large  man,  upwards  of 
fifty,  florid  complexion,  plausible  and  boisterous  manners. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Same  to  Jonathan  Amory,  Boston,  and  E.  L.  O.  Adams,  Portland.) 


Department  of  State,  Waghitu/tov,  .December  11, 1801. 
Capt.  George  E.  Leighton, 

Provost-Marshal,  Saint  Louis,  Mo. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  6th  instant  and  its  inclosures.  In  reply  I  have  to  request  that  you 
will  hold  the  prisoner  Joseph  M.  P.  Nolan  in  custody  until  further 
orders  from  this  Department.  I  notice  your  observations  respecting 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  that  point,  Mr.  Wilkins,  and  have 
to  state  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  appreciates  the 
impartiality  manifested  by  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secreturi/. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  lx>,  1861. 
W.  H.  Barse,  Esq.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Sir  :  The  fund  out  of  which  you  have  heretofore  been  paid  having 
been  nearly  exhausted  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Department  will 
be  compelled  to  dispense  with  your  services  and  those  of  the  two  agents 
employed  by  you  after  the  15th  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


HEADQUARrERS,  Baltimore,  December  1:.>,  1861. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  instant  I  mentioned  in  connection 
with  a  recommendation  of  two  persons  in  Accomac  and  Northampton 
Counties,  Va.,  for  the  offices  of  collector  and  surveyor  that  all  my 
information  from  these  counties  was  very  satisfactory.  I  have  to-day 
received  a  letter  from  General  Lockwood  in  which  he  says  that  he 
summoned  all  the  magistrates  of  Accomac  County  before  him;  that 
they  all  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  well  as  the  sheriff  and  his  dep- 
uties and  clerks.  He  adds:  "After  this  there  was  quite  a  rush  of 
smaller  officers  to  do  likewise."  He  was  to  go  in  a  day  or  two  after  to 
Northampton  and  pursue  the  same  course.  He  has  made  but  a  single 
arrest  for  disloyalty. 

I  consider  the  restoration  of  these  counties  to  the  Union  complete, 
and  if  our  troops  were  to  be  entirely  withdrawn  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  would  bo  no  movement  against  the  Government.    Of  the  3,200 
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meu  sent  from  here  1  have  brought  back  3,100.  There  are  about  100 
left  iu  the  two  counties.  As  soon  as  convenient  I  trust  you  will  appoint 
a  collector  and  surveyor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Dei'ABTMENT  of  State,  Washington,  December  13, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 

SiK :  Your  letter*  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  your  remark  on  the  subject  of  passports  for 
passengers  to  California  having  been  taken  into  consideration  it  has 
been  determined  to  restore  the  original  order  upon  the  subject.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  complaints  which  have  been  made  upon  the  subject  it  is 
presumed  that  the  order  will  be  executed  with  the  same  discrimination 
which  is  expected  in  regard  to  passports  for  persons  bound  to  Europe, 
and  that  while  all  cabin  passengers  will  be  required  to  provide  them- 
selves with  passports  passengers  in  other  parts  of  the  A'essel  may  be 
exempted  from  the  requirement  except  in  particular  cases.  Conspir- 
ators against  the  Government  should  reasonably  be  suspected  of  embark- 
ing as  passengers  elsewhere  than  in  the  cabin. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  December  14,  18(11. 
Hon.  WiLLiASi  H.  Beward,  Secretary  of  State, 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  received  this  morning 
I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  two  letters  t  which  led  to  the  detection 
of  Isaac  G.  Mask.  In  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  September  signed 
"I.  G.  M."  he  gives  information  in  regard  to  the  naval  expedition  sent 
out  from  New  York  and  asks  that  it  may  be  communicated  "to  General 
Beauregard  or  some  one  of  the  influential  members  of  the  Confederate 
Government  without  an  hoiu's  delay."  In  the  letter  of  the  18th  he  gives 
the  same  information  and  says :  "  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all 
knowledge  of  the  expedition  and  its  destination  should  be  kept  from 
the  rebel  Government."  This  letter  professing  to  be  loyal  is  signed 
with  his  name  in  full  and  contains  his  address.  Both  are  written  iu 
pencil.  Letters  in  the  same  handwriting  signed  "I.  G.  M."  had  been" 
repeatedly  intercepted.  They  were  all  written  in  pencil  but  until  he 
had  the  folly  to  write  a  loyal  letter  no  clue  had  been  found  to  the  author. 
I  remember  several  of  these  letters  but  as  they  contained  no  imi»ortant 
information  they  were  not  preserved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Washington,  December  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  afternoon  had  the  honor  to  receive  two  notes  Irom 
you  dated  thirteen  days  ago  and  a  third  dated  twelve  days  ago.    They 
T^t  found.  t  Omitted, 
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relate  to  tlie  represeutatiou  whicli  I  felt  it  to  be  luy  duty  to  address  to 
you  with  regard  to  the  treatment  to  which  seamen  belonging  to  the 
British  schooners  Eevere  and  Louisa  Agnes  were  subjected  by  officers 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  It  is  not  my  purpose  on  the  present  occasion  to 
make  any  observations  on  their  contents.  I  hasten,  however,  to  inform 
you  that  they  have  only  reached  me  to-day  lest  I  should  be  deemed 
guilty  of  discourtesy  in  not  having  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  them 
until  so  long  after  their  dates. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


413  Broomi?  Street,  X.  Y.,  Ihremhrr  Hi,  1861. 
F.  W.  SE'W  ARD,  Assistant  Secretary  of  titutt'. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  28th  of  November  I  received  from  you  the  papers 
(which  I  had  asked  for)  in  the  case  of  A.  Da  Costa,  a  prisoner  in  Fort 
Warren.  I  have  held  his  case  waiting  for  the  evidence  taken  before 
George  (r.  Bull,  U.  S.  commissioner,  Detroit.  The  testimony  was 
directed  to  me  as  0.  Hawley,  and  was  advertised  and  hence  the  delay. 
I  make  this  report  and  send  the  evidence*  taken  on  his  arrest,  and 
also  the  papers  remitted  to  me  by  you. 

It  appears  that  he  was  arrested  without  any  valid  grounds.  His 
statement  to  me  accords  exactly  with  the  report  from  Detroit.  If  he 
had  or  has  treasonable  designs  they  are  unknown.  But  he  to  me 
declined  to  take  the  oath  required;  from  which  it  is  fairly  to  be  inferred 
that  he  is  not  loyal  in  his  opinions  or  designs  and  therefore  I  cannot 
recommend  his  release.  Yet  I  think  if  set  at  liberty  and  should  go  to 
Havana  or  Vera  Cruz  he  would  do  no  harm.  He  is  an  intelligent, 
good-looking,  good-tempered  man,  and  would  perhaps  count  in  some 
exchange  of  prisoners.  With  these  papers  in  your  tiles  you  have  all 
the  proof  in  the  case  likely  to  be  had. 

If  the  British  lion  should  bite  as  well  as  roar  the  x)risouers  in  Fort 
Warren  might  be  in  danger  from  British  shell. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  IIAWLEY, 

Chief  Clerk. 


CiRCTLAR.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  December  10, 18G1. 
The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  hereafter  all  deserters? 
prisoners,  spies,  "contrabands"  and  all  other  persons  whatever  com- 
ing or  brought  within  our  lines  from  Virginia  shall  be  taken  immedi- 
ately to  the  quarters  of  the  commander  of  the  division  within  whose 
lines  they  may  come  or  be  brought  without  previous  examination  by 
any  one,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  officer  commanding 
the  advance  guard  to  elicit  information  regarding  his  particular  post; 
that  the  division  commander  examine  all  such  persons  himself  or  dele- 
gate such  duty  to  a  proper  officer  of  his  staff',  and  allow  no  other  per- 
sons to  hold  any  communication  with  tliem;  that  lie  then  immediately 
send  them  with  a  sufficient  guard  to  the  provost-marshal  in  this  city 
for  further  examination  and  safe-keeping,  and  that  stringent  orders  be 
given  to  all  guards  having  such  persons  in  charge  not  to  hold  any 

'  Omittccl. 
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comijj  imitation  with  them  whatever,  aud  further  that  the  informatiou 
elicited  from  snch  persons  shall  be  immediately  communicated  to  the 
majior-general  commanding  or  to  the  chief  of  staff  and  to  no  other 
person  whatever. 

The  major-general  commanding  further  directs  that  a  sufiicient  guard 
be  placed  around  every  telegraph  station  pertaining  to  this  army,  aud 
that  such  guards  be  instructed  not  to  allow  any  person  except  the 
regular  telegraph  corps,  general  officers  aud  such  staff  officers  as  may 
be  authorized  by  their  chief  to  enter  or  loit«r  around  said  stations 
Avithin  hearing  of  the  sound  of  the  telegraph  instruments. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan : 

«.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Depabxjienx  of  State,  Washington,  December  19,  1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blaik,  Postmaster- General. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  William  L.  Yancey,  an 
agent  of  the  insurgents  at  London,  England,  has  directed  his  friends 
and  correspondents  who  post  their  letters  in  the  loyal  States  to  address 
him  under  cover  to  "  Arthur  Dare,  15  Half  Moon  street,  London."  I 
deem  it  advisable  therefore  that  the  postmasters  at  New  York,  Boston 
and  Portland  be  instructed  to  detain  all  letters  to  that  address  and  to 
forward  them  either  to  the  Post-Oifice  or  to  this  Department.  It  is 
presumed  tbat  this  course  will  be  approved  by  you.  If  so  will  you 
have  the  kindness  to  notify  this  Department? 
I  am,  &c., 

¥.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  M,  1861. 
D.  L.  Phillips,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Cairo,  III. : 

Convey  Christopher  Ledwidge,  Francis  Lowe  aud  S.  E.  Burnett  to 
Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEAVAKD. 


Heauquabtees  op  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  20,  IHUl. 
VaA.  J.  TJiMi(!K, 

First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Colonel  :  The  following  is  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
relation  to  certain  privileges  to  be  allowed  prisoners  confined  in  Fort 
NVarren : 

There  is  no  objection  to  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  reading  any  ne-wsijapers 
Avhich  they  may  themselves  obtain.  Their  receiving  them  through  a  third  party, 
however,  cannot  be  sanctioned  as  this  might  lead  to  serious  abuses. 

I  am,  colonel,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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DbpAETMENT  of  State,  Washington,  December  21,  1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  several  letters  I  Lave  to  state  that  such  of  the 
prisoners  to  whom  they  refer  as  were  captured  in  vessels  charged  with 
breaking  the  blockade  as  may  not  be  required  as  witnesses  may  be  dis- 
charged. Those  captured  in  vessels  of  the  insurgents  should  be  held 
as  prisoners  of  war  and  transferred  as  such  to  the  custody  of  Colonel 
Burke  or  Colonel  Loomis. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


War  Department,  December  21,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  the  25th  ultimo*  inviting 
my  attention  to  the  case  of  Charles  T.  Temple,  a  British  subject  arrested 
at  Frederick  on  the  charge  of  being  a  deserter  from  the  U.  S.  service,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  was  referred  to  General 
Banks,  a  copy  of  whose  report  in  the  case  I  now  transmit  for  the 
information  of  Lord  Lyons  together  with  the  inclosurest  therein 
referred  to  and  an  unopened  letter  addressed  to  Temple.  These  papers 
contain  all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  this  Department. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  OAMlilRON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosni'e.] 

Frederick,  Md.,  J)ecember  11,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  'iuOMA.B,  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  you  by  your  direction  the  inclosed 
papers  relating  to  Charles  T,  Temple,  a  supposed  prisoner  at  Frederick 
and  to  accompany  the  same  with  a  full  statement  of  facts  connected 
with  Temple's  detention  here.  It  appears  that  he  was  arrested  as  a  spy 
some  two  months  since  by  the  commander  of  the  home  guard  and  that 
a  few  days  after  he  escaped  from  custody  since  which  time  he  has 
not  been  heard  from  except  by  a  threatened  appeal  to  the  British 
minister  on  account  of  his  arrest.  I  inclose  also  an  unopened  letter 
addressed  to  Mr.  Charles  T.  Temple  by  the  British  consul,  I  suppose 
from  the  superscription,  at  Baltimore. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 

Major- General,  Commancling  Division. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  23, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorlc: 

Mr.  John  E.  Ward,  late  IJ,  S.  minister  to  China,  is  expected  to  arrive 
with  his  family  on  the  Arago,  He  is  to  be  left  free  to  laud  and 
otherwise. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


'  See  p.  147 .  t  luclosiires  omitted. 
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U.  S.  Makshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  op  New  York, 

N'ew  Yorlf,  December  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke, 

Gommandcmt  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Dear  Colonel:  Having  to  send  in  a  return  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  the  political  arrests  and  discharges  made  by  me  since  entering 
ixpon  the  duties  of  this  office  I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  would 
send  me  a  faithful  copy  from  your  register  of  all  persons  received  from 
or  released  by  me  who  have  passed  through  your  custody  since  the  22d 
of  April  last,  as  I  may  have  omitted  some  names  in  my  account. 

Please  let  me  have  this  list  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  with 
many  apologies  for  thus  troubling,  1  am,  dear  colonel,  very  faithfully, 
yours, 

EOBT.  MUEEAT, 

77.  8.  Marshal. 


Philadelphia,  Beeemher  28, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  note  from  Oapt. 
John  J.  Garvin,  formerly  of  this  port,  but  now  a  prisoner  at  Salisbury, 
IS.  0.  If  anything  can  be  done  for  him  and  his  companions  I  trust  it 
will  not  be  neglected.  I  have  another  letter  of  similar  import  from  a 
constituent,  James  Shockley,  who  was  an  engineer  on  board  the  Union. 
Commending  their  care  to  your  consideration,  I  remain,  very  truly, 
yours, 

WM.  D.  KELLET, 
\Re'presentatwe  in  Congress,] 

[Inclosure.] 

Ealeigh,  N.  C,  December  6, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  D.  Kellet,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Dear  Sir  :  There  are  now  here  some  seventy-six  prisoners,  including 
myself;  most  all  belonging  to  Philadelphia  who  were  with  me  in  the 
IT.  S.  transport  steamer  Union  and  wrecked  on  this  coast  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3d  of  November. 

We  are  as  a  matter  of  course  desirous  to  get  home  again,  and  we 
beg  you  will  use  your  influence  to  get  us  released  by  an  exchange  for 
the  same  number  of  Hatteras  prisoners,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done  to 
use  your  influence  toward  a  regular  exchange  if  consistent  with  Gov- 
ernment policy. 

We  were  compelled  to  leave  the  wreck  soon  after  she  struck  to  save 
our  lives,  as  she  commenced  breaking  up  immediately,  and  saved  nothing 
but  the  clothes  we  had  on  at  the  time,  and  will  soon  be  destitute.  We 
suffer  considerable  these  cold  nights  for  the  want  of  covering,  and  have 
not  been  supplied  here.  Unless  something  is  done  by  our  Government 
we  shall  have  a  large  number  of  sick  if  not  some  deaths  before  the 
winter  is  over  unless  soon  released.  The  destitute  condition  of  the  men 
exposes  them  to  sickness  now  around  them. 

There  are  also  some  forty  others  including  officers  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent regiments  here  who  are  likewise  desirous  of  getting  released  as 
early  as  possible  and  fully  as  destitute,  some  having  been  here  several 

months. 

We  feel  it  peculiarly  hard  after  barely  escaping  with  our  lives  from  that 
severe  gale  of  November  2  and  then  the  shipwreck  on  the  morning  of  the 
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3d  to  be  held  lii'ic  as  prisoners  of  war  for  an  indefluito  lime  short  of 
clothes  and  covering  this  cold  weather,  and  without  funds  or  means 
of  procuring  the  necessary  articles  for  our  comfort. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  J.  GARVIN. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  38,  isni. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  It  is  thought  advisable  by  the  military  authorities  here 
that  two  female  prisoners  confined  in  this  city  should  be  transferred  to 
Fort  Warren  for  safe-keeping.  Will  you  if  possible  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  and  inform  this  Department  when  you  are  ready  to 
receive  them  ? 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
A  ssista  n  t  Seer  eta  ry. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  28,  1861. 
Robert  Mxtrray,  Esq.,  JJ.  S.  Marshal,  New  YorTc. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  has  been  received.  You  are 
instructed  to  release  from  custody  the  three  prisoners,  viz,  John  Q.  A. 
Butler,  Henry  Sutter  and  Arthur  McAbey,  crew  of  the  prize  shi]i 
Lida. 

I  am,  sir,  verr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secrctari/. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  28,  180] . 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  Z7.  8.  Marshal,  Fen-  York. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  relative  to  the  crew  of  the  Eng- 
lish bark  Empress  is  received.  Release  from  custody  the  following- 
named  prisoners :  Michael  O'Brien,  William  Sanger,  William  -Tones, 
James  Hopkinson,  Arthur  Wardle,  William  Cuthbert,  Oeorge  Watt^ 
the  crew  of  the  vessel  above  referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretory. 


ATTORNBY-frENERAL'S   OFFICE,  /)eCPw/>fr   30,1801. 

TTou.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  ago  you  did  me  the  honor  to  refer  for  my  consider- 
ation and  advice  a  letter  of  General  Buell*  addressed  to  Adjutant- 
General  Thomas  and  by  him  transmitted  to  you. 

I  do  not  wonder  that  General  Buell  is  put  to  difficulty  about  "  the 
disposition  of  prisoners  accused  of  giving  aid  to  the  enemy."  I  share 
in  that  difficulty,  and  mainly  because  in  these  disordered  times  it  is 
hard  to  draw  the  exact  line  of  separation  between  the  different  kinds 
of  arrests  as  distinguished  by  their  different  purposes  and  objects — 
that  is  judicial  arrest  whose  only  object  is  to  secure  the  presence  of 

"See  Buell  tii  Tlioui.as,  December  .5,  p.  170. 
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the  accused  so  that  he  may  be  tried  lor  an  alleged  crime  before  a  civil 
court,  aud  political  arrest — which  is  usually  executed  by  the  military 
arm — whose  object  is  to  secure  the  prisoner  and  hold  him  subject  to  the 
somewhat  broad  and  as  yet  undefined  discretion  of  the  President  as 
political  chief  of  the  nation. 

As  to  arrests  merely  political  or  military  they  are  as  I  understand 
the  law  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Judicial  officers  and  subject  only  to  the 
political  power  of  the  President,  who  may  at  his  discretion  dispose  of 
the  prisoners  by  orders  addressed  to  his  subordinate  ofticers  either  civil 
or  military.  Without  such  order  I  have  no  authority  to  give  any 
direction  touching  the  disposition  of  political  or  military  i^risoners,    - 

A  judicial  arrest  is  quite  another  thing,  and  fortunately  the  proceed- 
ings upon  it  are  plain  matters  of  statute  law,  presumed  to  be  well 
known  to  every  district  judge,  commissioner,  attorney  and  marshal. 
It  is  not  the  business  of  the  district  judge  (or  commissioner)  to  accuse, 
arrest  or  keep  a  prisoner,  but  to  hear  and  determine  the  causes  prop- 
erly brought  before  him;  to  commit  the  prisoner  for  indictment  and 
trial  or  to  discharge  him  with  or  without  bail  as  in  view  of  the  testi- 
mony 7nay  be  jiroper. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  district  attorney  to  prosecute  all  delinquents 
for  crimes  and  oftenses  against  the  United  States;  but  that  does  not 
mean  that  he  is  to  be  an  original  accuser  nor  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
arrest  and  keep  the  offender;  nor  indeed  that  he  must  be  present  as 
prosecutor  in  every  preliminary  inquiry  before  an  examining  magis- 
trate. That  would  be  unreasonable  as  a  legal  duty  and  impossible  in 
practice. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  marshal  to  execute  all  criminal  jirocess  for  the 
arrest  of  offenclers  against  the  United  States  within  his  district,  and  in 
some  urgent  cases  to  arrest  without  process,  and  he  is  the  lawful  keeper 
of  all  such  prisoners. 

From  all  this,  sir,  you  may  readily  infer  my  opinion  to  be  that  the 
judicial  officers  of  the  United  States  in  Kentucky — with  whom  alone  I 
have  direct  official  connection — have  no  powers  or  duties  in  regard  to 
the  prisoners  merely  political  or  military  in  the  hands  of  (xeneral 
Buell.  But  if  the  general  have  in  his  custody  prisoners  who  are 
intended  to  be  tried  in  the  civil  courts  for  alleged  crimes  he  may  easily 
get  rid  of  them  by  turning  them  over  to  the  marshal  of  the  district 
together  with  all  testimony  and  means  to  prove  their  guilt.  The  mar- 
shal I  think  is  bound  to  receive  them  and  of  course  will  know  how  to 
proceed  against  them  before  a  proper  examining  magistrate  to  have 
them  committed  to  jail  or  bailed  to  answer  the  charge.  The  marshal 
has  power  to  appoint  deputies — as  many  as  the  occasion  may  require. 

I  do  not  yet  see  the  necessity  to  appoint  an  assistant  attorney  as 
the  general  suggests.  If  one  should  be  appointed  for  every  vicinity 
in  which  arrests  may  be  made  I  fear  the  number  would  soon  become 
inconveniently  large  and  the  expense  needlessly  extravagant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  BATES, 

Attorneif-denerftL 

((3opy  to  General  Buell  January  27, 1862.) 


Washinuton,  December  30,  1801. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  1  arrested  on  board 
the  steamer  Mai-y  "Washington  in  Baltimore  one  William  T.  Wilson.    On 
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searcliiug  bis  person  I  fouud  concealed  in  an  overcoat  pocket  one  large 
druggist's  jar  containing  thirty  ounces  of  quinine,  one  package  of  let- 
ters addressed  to  parties  in  Europe  and  a  number  of  photographs.  I 
also  found  in  Wilson's  hat  very  ingeniously  concealed  twenty  ounces  of 
quinine.  From  reliable  information  received  since  the  arrest  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  Wilson  is  no  other  person  than  the  notorious  Billy  Wilson, 
of  Saint  Mary's  County,  Md.,  and  the  individual  for  whom  the  Govern- 
ment recently  offered  a  large  reward.  Wilson  had  on  him  when  arrested 
British  papers  and  a  British  passport  showing  that  he  had  traveled 
throughout  Europe  as  an  Englishman.  Wilson  is  now  confined  at 
Fort  McHenry  awaiting  the  orders  of  the  State  Department.  I  con- 
sider him  a  very  unsafe  man  to  be  at  large. 
Yours,  very  respectfnllv, 

L.  C.  BAKEB, 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  York,  Deceviher  31,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  1).  €. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  28th  instant  I  have  released 
the  crew  of  the  bark  Empress  and  of  prize  ship  Lida  unconditionally. 
Caspar  Klock  and  William  [Brown]  I  liberated  on  the  conditions  stipu- 
lated in  your  special  letter  ordering  their  discharge. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EGBERT  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marxhal 


Annapolis,  December  :u,  1861. 
General  Huger,  Commanding  Department,  Norfolk. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  servant  Robert  Halloway,  a  negro,  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Bull  Run.  He  is  now  cook  for  the  Federal  prisoners  at  Rich- 
mond and  is  known  to  most  of  the  officers  of  your  service  who  were 
formerly  in  our  Army.  As  he  has  been  with  me  for  many  years  I  of 
course  am  anxious  to  get  him  again,  and  Commodore  Goldsborough  has 
kindly  oflered  to  interest  himself  in  the  matter.  Will  you  be  kind 
enough  to  communicate  with  your  Government  on  the  subject  and 
inform  me  through  the  commodore  how  I  may  if  possible  get  him? 
General  McClellan  tells  me  that  he  released  in  Western  Virginia  a 
large  number  of  officers'  servants. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

A.  E.  BURNSIDE, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

fFound  with  the  above.] 

On  Steamer  S.  R.  Spatjlding, 
Off  Roanoke  Island,  February  17,  1863. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  General  A.  E.  Burnside  having  released  to  us  our  servants, 
slaves  included,  we  respectfully  request  that  his  servant,  Ro.  Halloway, 
captured  at  Manassas  in  July  last  and  now  held  a  prisoner  in  Richmond, 
be  restored  to  him.    This  release  of  our  servants  by  General  Burnside 
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being  unconditional  we  consider  it  due  to  ourselves  as  well  as  Just  to 
him  that  we  should  make  the  above  earnest  request. 

Trusting  that  this  request  will  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department, 
we  are,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  M.  SHAW, 
Colonel  Eighth  North  Carolina  Troops. 
F,  P.  ANDERSON, 
TAeiitenanl-Golonel  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

J.  V.  JOEDAN, 
Colonel  Thirty-first  Regiment  Worth  Carolina  Troops. 

W.  J.  GREEN, 
Lieutenant -Colonel  Second  North  Carolina  Battalion. 


F.  S.  Mabshal's  Office,  Springfield,  111.,  January  2, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  20th  ultimo  communicated  by 
telegraph  I  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  Christopher 
Ledwidge  and  S.  R.  Burnett,  and  formally  delivered  them  into  the 
custody  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  commanding,  on  the  29th  ultimo. 
*  *  *  The  expenses  of  transportation  for  the  prisoners,  guards  and 
myself  are  submitted  herewith  also.* 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  PHILLIPS, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker,  Lower  Potomac,  Md.,  January  6,  1862. 
Brig.  G-en.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-General,  Army  of  Hie  Potomac. 
General  :  Two  prisoners  were  sent  in  to  me  to-day  from  Allen's 
Fresh.  They  are  J.  Barrett  Cohen  and  M.  Francis  McKee.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  these  arrests  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  First  Lieut. 
B.  Q.  A.  Gresham,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  dated  the  5th  instant,  and 
herewith  inclosed,  t  On  examination  of  them  separately  I  find  many 
discrepancies,  but  as  I  have  no  direct  means  of  establishing  their  iden- 
tity I  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  them  forwarded  to  Washington. 
My  first  impression  was  that  they  were  from  Virginia,  as  a  small  party 
crossed  the  river  on  Wednesday  night  last  near  Allen's  Fresh,  My  opin- 
ion was  that  they  were  of  them.  They  could  give  me  no  satisfactory 
reason  for  their  visit  to  this  district,  but  both  agreed  that  they  left  Balti- 
more by  a  schooner  a  week  ago  last  Friday,  though  neither  of  them 
remembered  her  name  nor  did  they  tell  me  what  she  was  freighted 
with.  They  tell  me  that  they  landed  at  Drum  Point,  near  the  Patuxent. 
I  regard  them  with  suspicion.  By  referring  to  the  letters  forwarded  to 
yon  in  one  of  the  trunks  to-day  I  think  the  name  of  the  former  fre- 
quently appears. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  T>ivision. 

*  Not  found.  t  Omitted. 
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JjOriMViLLi;,  K\.,  Jannari/  o,  I8(!:.'. 
Ool.  Charles  Whittlesey, 

Commanding  TicenHeth  Ohio  Volunteers, 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  general  commanding  to  instruct  you  tbat 
iji  future  you  will  make  no  more  arrests  of  civilians  except  such  as  may 
be  engaged  in  violent  proceedings  against  the  Government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

OLIVER  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  S,  1862. 
U.  S.  Marshajl,,  District  Attorney,  U.  S.  Passport  Agent, 
Collector    and  other  Officers  of  the  United  States  at 
Portland,  Me. 

The  authorities  of  the  United  States  will  permit  the  British  steamer 
and  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  British  Government  to  have  all  proper 
facilities  for  landing  and  transporting  to  Canada  or  elsewhere  troops, 
stores  and  munitions  of  war  of  every  kind  without  exception  or  reser- 
vation. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  10, 1803. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  has  referred  to  this  Department 
a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  Key  West  asking 
what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  prisoners  brought  thither  by  naval 
officers  and  committed  to  his  custody.  He  represents  that  there  are  no 
proper  accommodations  there  for  them  and  suggests  that  they  be  taken 
to  N^ew  York  by  the  steamer  Connecticut  or  Rhode  Island.  I  will  con- 
sequently suggest  an  order  to  this  effect,  and  that  on  their  arrival  at 
New  York  the  prisoners  be  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  there  for  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


LomsviLLE,  Ky".,  January  10,  /W,?. 

Liout.  Col.  J.  M.  Henderson, 

Thirty-third  Indiana  Volunteers,  Crab  Orchard,  Ky. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  30th  ultimo  addressed  to  General 
Carter  I  am  directed  to  instruct  you  that  in  future  too  much  attention 
must  not  be  paid  to  mere  expressions  of  disloyalty,  but  persons  whose 
acts  and  intemperate  language  disturb  the  peace  will  be  arrested.  It 
must  be  done  only  upon  good  evidence  and  with  discrimination  and 
must  be  immediately  reported  to  headquarters.  *  *  * 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

O.  D.  GREENE, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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JSfAA-y  Bepautment,  WanJtinijtoii,  .laminry  II,  J8(i^. 
Hou.  William  H.  Sewaeu,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant  in  reference  to  the  prisoners  that  have  been  turned 
over  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  Key  West  by  naval  officers. 

In  giving  instructions  for  the  conveyance  of  the  prisoners  to  New 

York  the  Department  also  proposes  to  send  to  the  flag  ofBcer  a  circular 

letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  iu  order  that  such  of  them  as  come 

within  its  provision  s  may  be  released  if  you  acquiesce  in  the  proposition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GTDEO?;  WELLES. 

[Inclnsure.l 

JfAVY  Department,  Wasldngton,  January  in,  1802. 
Flag  Officer  William  W.  McKean, 

Commanding  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 
Sir  :  Ton  may  release  such  persons  from  the  rebel  States  as  shall  be 
captured  within  the  limits  of  your  command  provided  they  are  civilians 
not  in  the  rebel  service  and  are  not  known  to  have  engaged  in  any  act 
against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  and  are  not  needed  for  wit- 
nesses. Before  their  release  they  will  be  required  to  sign  a  written 
parole  not  to  engage  in  any  hostile  act  against  the  United  States  during 
the  present  rebellion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

(IIDEOISI  WELLES. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  Janvary  IS,  18(i2. 
Hon.  GiBEON  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proposition 
relative  to  the  release  of  prisoners  (civilians)  contained  in  the  circular 
addressed  to  the  flag  officer  of  the  blockading  squadron  in  that  quarter 
is  approved. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Janvary  IS,  IftOS. 
S.  W.  Morton,  Esq. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  special  agent  of  this  Department 
for  the  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof  at  a  compensation  of 
$75.  Your  duties  Avill  be  to  detect  and  suppress  treasonable  corre- 
spondence which  may  piass  through  Alexandria,  Va.,  betAveen  persons 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  their  sympathizers  and  agents  in  that  and  other  cities  of 
the  loyal  States.  You  will  report  to  L.  C.  Baker,  esq.,  217  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  Washington,  D.  C,  in  connection  with  whom  you  are  expected 
to  ojierate. 

I  am,  (Jtc, 

WILLIA:\I  H.  SEWAIID. 
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Bepabtment  of  State,  WasJiinfltoii,  .Imiuary  14, 1862. 
Lord  Lyons,  &c.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  11th 
instant*  and  its  inclosure  relative  to  the  case  of  Mr.  William  T.  Wilson, 
who  was  arrested  at  Baltimore  on  the  19th  ultimo  and  who  is  at  pres- 
ent held  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  In  reply,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  that  inquiries  have  been  made  of  the  officer  who 
made  the  arrest  from  which  it  appears  that  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son does  not  relieve  him  from  suspicion  of  being  the  Wilson  for  whom 
he  was  in  fact  arrested.  I  have,  however,  transmitted  all  the  papers 
on  file  in  this  Department  together  with  the  statements  submitted  by 
you  to  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  at  Baltimore,  with  a  request  to  cause  a 
careful  examination  to  be  made  and  return  them  together  with  his 
report  thereon  to  me. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the  assur- 
ance of  my  very  high  consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  11, 18f>S. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  note* 
from  Lord  Lyons,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  minister,  together  with  two 
inclosures  submitted  by  him  to  this  Department  relative  to  the  case  of 
William  T.Wilson  who  was  recently  arrested  in  Baltimoreandwhois  now 
held  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  WiU  you  please 
examine  these  statements  and  take  such  other  testimony  in  regard  to 
the  facts  in  this  case  as  maybe  obtained  and  report  to  this  Department 
as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Oppice  op  Provost-Marshal, 

Washington.  J).  C,  January  15,  ISfiS. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter, 

Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  t  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  directed  to  you  requesting  you  to  report  on  the  case 
of  Capt.  B.  F.  Gwynn,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  January  7, 1862, 
Captain  Gwynn,  residing  in  Prince  George  County,  Md.,  was  committed 
to  your  custody  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Casey  under  the  following 
circumstances,  to  wit: 

From  information  received  by  General  Casey  he  on  the  Cth  of  January, 
1862,  caused  to  be  detached  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  Captain  Gwynn 
a  force  of  200  men  belonging  to  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 
headed  by  the  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel  and  other  officers  of  that  regi- 
ment and  of  General  Casey's  staff.  After  a  night's  march  of  thirty-two 
miles  the  arrest  was  accordingly  effected  at  8  o'clock  th&next  morning 
at  his  residence.  He  was  charged  with  holding  correspondence  with 
and  giving  information  to  the  enemy  and  suspected  of  being  a  spy.  An 
immediate  search  of  his  residence  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the  boxes 

•  Not  foiiiid.  t  Omitted. 
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contaiuing  clothing  obviously  intended  for  transfer  to  the  enemy  and 
for  their  use,  also  five  letters  addressed  to  persons  within  the  enemy's 
lines  containing  correspondence  of  a  treasonable  character.  It  is  alleged 
by  Captain  Gwynn  that  the  boxes  in  question  were  left  with  his  wife  in 
his  absence,  and  that  she  on  perceiving  the  directions  tore  them  off 
intending  to  return  the  boxes  to  the  lady  from  whom  they  were  received. 

The  colonel  who  arrested  him  states  that  "  the  written  directions  on 
labels  upon  the  boxes  had  evidently  been  recently  removed  as  I  found 
labels  corresponding  with  the  directions  upon  the  boxes  concealed  in  a 
small  box  on  the  mantelpiece."  The  addresses  on  the  labels  are  "Mrs. 
Mon.mia  Cary,  Hospital,  Culpeper  Court-House,  Ya.,"  and  "Lieut. 
Charles  S.  Contee,  Mrst  Maryland  Artillery  Company,  stationed  at 
Aquia  Creek,  Va." 

Since  the  receipt  of  the  papers  on  which  the  preceding  statements 
are  based  documents  inclosed  to  the  Hon.  W,  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of 
State,  have  been  forwarded  to  this  office  from  the  State  Department. 
They  consist  of  statements  by  Mrs.  Mary  Harford  and  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Gwynn,  wife  of  Captain  Gwynn,  indorsed  by  Dr.  C  H.  Bayne,  of  the 
Maryland  senate,  and  Hon.  Charles  B.  Calvert,  of  the  U.  S.  House  of 
Eepresentatives.  Mrs,  Harford  states  that  the  boxes  in  question  were 
left  Avith  her  by  a  young  and  inexperienced  girl  (name  not  given)  to  be 
sent  to  Piscataway;  that  Mrs.  Harford  took  them  to  Captain  Gwynn's 
residence  to  be  sent,  and  Captain  Gwynn  being  absent  left  them  with 
his  wife;  that  a  large  portion  of  the  articles  in  question  were  old  clothes 
and  other  articles  of  little  value  not  intended  for  army  purposes ;  that 
some  of  them  were  articles  sent  by  a  widow  to  her  sick  son,  who  left 
before  the  outbreak  and  was  not  permitted  to  return,  he  having  taken 
no  part  whatever  in  the  rebellion.  She  alleges  most  positively  that 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Gw3mn  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  contents  or 
destination  of  the  boxes  in  question;  that  Mrs.  Gwynn  did  not  even 
see  the  boxes  until  after  she  (Mrs.  Harford)  left,  and  that  Captain 
Gwyuu  was  not  at  home.  She  further  states  that  whatever  responsi- 
bility there  is  in  the  case  belongs  to  her  rather  than  to  Mrs.  Gwynn; 
that  two  of  her  brothers  died  in  the  service  of  this  Government,  &c. 

Mrs.  Gwynn's  statement  is  to  the  same  effect  so  far  as  her  and  her 
husband  are  concerned.  She  also  states  that  on  perceiving  to  whom 
the  boxes  were  directed  she  tore  off  the  labels  intending  to  return  the 
Iboxes  to  the  lady  from  whom  they  were  received ;  that  Captain  Gwynn 
never  had  any  direct  or  indirect  connection  with  the  Southern  Army; 
that  his  numerous  friends  and  neighbors  can  give  unequivocal  evidence 
in  his  favor. 

Dr.  George  H.  Bayne,  senator  from  Prince  George  County  in  the 
Maryland  legislature,  feels  warranted  in  fully  indorsing  Mrs.  Gwynn's 
statement  "  from  a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  Captain  and 
Mrs,  Gwynn," 

Hon.  Charles  B.  Calvert,  U.  S.  House  of  Eepresentatives,  considers 
Mrs.  Gwynn's  statement  indorsed  by  his  friend  Doctor  Bayne  entitled 
to  be  received  as  unquestionably  true.  The  circumstances  previously 
known  at  this  office  concerning  Captain  Gwynn  are  as  follows : 

It  appears  that  last  spring  he  was  concerned  in  an  attempt  to  get  up 
and  drill  a  company  or  companies  of  militia  in  the  county  in  which  he 
resides.  It  being  deemed  by  the  military  authorities  that  the  organiza- 
tion was  covertly  intended  as  an  aid  to  the  rebellion  it  was  broken  up. 
Apprehensive  of  being  arrested  for  his  share  in  those  proceedings 
Captain  Gwynn  fled  to  the  rebel  portion  of  Virginia  where  he  remained 
some  months.    The  testimony  is  very  conflicting  as  to  what  he  did 
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there;  some  peisous  allege  positively  that  he  was  in  the  rebel  army 
while  others  again  are  equally  positive  that  he  was  not.  Moreover  1 
have  no  evidence  showing  whether  his  flight  took  place  alter  or  before 
the  President's  proclamation  of  non-iuterconrse  with  tlie  rebel  States. 

After  his  return  home  he  came  to  this  ofQce  voluntarily  on  tlie  2."ith  of 
November  and  expressed  his  wish  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
(iovernment.  Having  no  authority  to  comply  witli  his  recjuest  1  recom- 
mended him  to  call  for  that  purpose  on  Thomas  0.  Uonn,  justice  of  the 
peace  of  this  city,  by  whom  the  oath  was  administered  to  him.  The 
oath  and  signature  are  now  on  file  in  this  office.  The  evidence  in  this 
case  proves  the  following  facts,  to  wit: 

That  having  been  engaged  in  a  military  company  of  very  question- 
able loyalty  either  as  regards  its  composition  or  its  objects  he  fled  to 
a  rebel  State,  apprehensive  that  if  he  remained  he  would  be  liable  to 
arrest  for  his  connection  with  said  company;  that  after  his  return  he 
voluntarily  came  to  this  city  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance;  that  two 
boxes  containing  articles  and  correspondence  unquestionably  designed 
to  be  conveyed  to  rebels  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  aid,  comfort 
and  information  were  found  in  his  residence  under  very  suspicious 
circumstances, 

I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  as  the  testimony  in  this  case 
is  very  contradictory  and  Captain  Gwynn  has  been  but  a  short  time 
in  custody  he  be  retained  until  the  military  authorities  stationed  in 
that  vicinity  are  able  to  institute  further  investigations.  Herewith  1 
inclose  to  you  the  statements*  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Gwynn  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Harford,  with  Doctor  Bayne's  and  lion.  Charles  B.  Calvert's 
indorsements,*  which  the  Secretary  of  State  requests  should  be  trans- 
mitted to  him  with  your  report  on  the  subject. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  ,1.  ALLEX. 


City  of  Washington,  January  16, 1863. 

I,  Ellie  M.  Poole,  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  State  of  Virginia, 
by  profession  a  teacher,  now  imprisoned  in  the  city  of  Washington  and 
charged  with  treasonable  conduct  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  and  solemnly  pledge 
my  word  and  faith  that  on  condition  of  my  release  from  imprisonment 
I  will  hereafter  keep  myself  from  all  connection  with  the  existing 
rebellion  against  said  Government;  that  I  will  not  engage  directly  or 
indirectly  by  communicating  information  or  otherwise  in  the  service  of 
the  Confederate  States  so-called  or  either  of  them  against  the  United 
States,  and  that  I  will  not  in  any  way  engage  or  assist  in  any  resist- 
ance to  the  authority  or  forces  of  the  United  States.  I  do  hereby 
request  of  said  Government  of  the  United  States  that  I  may  be  sent 
by  said  Government  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  be  permitted  to  pass 
thence  to  the  city  of  Norfolk,  Va. 

Witness  my  hand  on  the  day  above  written. 

ELLIK  M.  POOLE. 

Subscribed  in  uiy  presence  at  Washington,  D.  C,  January  16, 1802. 

THOMAS  M.  KEY, 
Colonel  and  Aide-de-Camp,  U.  8.  Army. 

"  Omitted. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  Junuary  !>,  18H:J. 
Maj.  Geu.  Geoege  B.  McOlellan, 

Headquarters  U.  ti.  Army. 
My  Dear  General  :  From  represeutatious  wliicli  Lave  at  diflereut 
times  been  made  to  me  I  am  iuduced  to  inquire  whetliei-  iu  your  judg- 
meut  Col.  Justin  Dimick  is  entirely  such  an  officer  as  ought  to  be  the 
keeper  of  state  prisoners  and  the  commandant  of  so  important  a  ijost 
as  that  of  Fort  Warren. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  .hmuary  17,  lb02. 
John  a.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  Xetv  York. 

Sir  :  This  Department  has  received  information  to  the  efl'ect  that  the 
house  of  Trenholm  Bros.  &  Co.,  No.  42  Pine  street,  New  York,  is  a  branch 
of  the  house  of  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  and  John  Eraser 
&  Co.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  It  is  important  and  desirable  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  these  statements  because  the  two  last-named  houses  have 
from  the  commencement  of  the  insurrection  been  engaged  in  attempts 
to  run  the  blockade,  and  some  of  the  vessels  owned  by  tliem  have  suc- 
ceeded in  that  attempt.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  intjuire,  first, 
if  the  Messrs.  Trenholm  iu  New  York  are  British  subjects,  and  secondly, 
if  their  house  is  a  branch  of  the  others  referred  to.  It  is  not  deemed 
advisable  to  take  any  other  steps  until  this  Department  shall  have 
received  information  on  these  points. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAJil). 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  17,  l8t)2. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter, 

Provost -Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  You  will  please  send  Miss  EUie  M.  Poole,  a  prisoner  in 
your  custody  in  this  city,  under  the  protection  and  custody  of  a  proper 
guard  by  Avay  of  Baltimore  to  Portress  Monroe  and  thence  under  flag 
of  truce  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  there  to  be  discharged. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W.  SBWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Post-Opfic^e  Department',  ■January  J7, 1802. 
Secretary  op  State. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  suggestion  of  the  19th  ultimo  the  post- 
masters of  New  York,  Boston  and  Portland  have  been  instructed  to 
withhold  from  the  outgoing  mails  and  to  forward  to  your  Department 
all  letters  posted  or  otherwise  received  at  their  of&ce  addressed  to 
"Arthur  Dare,  15  Half  Moon  street,  London." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  P.  TKOTT, 

■     Chief  Chrl; 
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Headquarters,  Baltimore,  January  18,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  Mr.  McPhail,  the 
deputy  provost-marshal  of  this  city,  and  one  from  Mr.  Franklin,  the 
chief  of  the  detective  police  in  Philadelphia,  in  regard  to  William  T. 
Wilson.*  The  identity  of  this  person  with  the  Wilson  engaged  in  Saint 
Mary's  County  in  carrying  on  illicit  trade  with  Virginia  is  in  some 
doubt,  though  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  they  are  different  per- 
sons. By  Mr.  McPhail's  letter  you  will  perceive  that  William  T. 
Wilson  had  a  quantity  of  quinine  concealed  on  his  person  destined 
unquestionably  to  Virginia.  He  was  arrested  on  one  of  the  Patuxent 
boats  on  which  he  had  taken  passage  for  Saint  Mary's  County.  A 
letter  of  which  I  inclose  a  copyt  was  also  found  on  him.  It  was  open 
when  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  police  as  well  as  the  larger  envel- 
ope in  which  it  was  contained  and  which  was  believed  to  have  had 
within  it  other  letters. 


I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Major-  General. 


JOHN  A.  DIX, 


[Inclosnre.] 


Office  of  Provost-Marshal, 

Baltimore,  Jamiary  15,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix. 

Dear  Sir  :  About  the  1st  of  November  Mr.  Reynolds  of  our  force 
received  information  from  Mr.  John  Fowler  that  a  certain  William  [T.] 
Wilson,  an  Englishman,  was  carrying  a  Confederate  mail  and  goods 
with  Captain  Alston,  of  Saint  Mary's  County,  to  Virginia  by  way  of 
Blay  Creek  to  Bagged  Point.  They  occupied  a  log  cabin  with  a  Mr. 
Bradburn  on  Blay  Creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  December  as  I  was  examining  the 
passengers  of  the  steamer  Weems  one  of  my  oflScers  brought  two  men 
to  me  who  had  been  avoiding  us.  I  ordered  them  to  be  taken  to  the 
side  of  the  boat  and  searched.  Upon  Wilson  was  found  a  bottle  con- 
taining about  four  ounces  of  morphine  and  an  English  passport  that 
disclosed  his  name  as  W.  T.  Wilson.  Upon  Mr.  Krengle,  the  other 
party,  nothing  was  found  of  a  contraband  character.  They  were  con- 
veyed to  our  office  and  there  underwent  another  search  when  there  was 
found  in  the  hat  of  Wilson  done  up  in  a  bladder  filling  about  one-third 
of  the  hat  crown  a  quart  of  quinine.  These  were  the  only  articles 
secreted  about  him.  He  had  a  large  navy  revolver  and  holster,  the 
holster  much  worn  as  if  used  on  horseback,  which  agrees  with  the 
report  of  Fowler  who  stated  that  he  always  carried  the  mail  on  horse- 
back from  Alston's  and  always  at  night.  I  also  inclose  you  a  copy  of 
the  letter  t  found  upon  the  person  of  Wilson;  it  was  inclosed  in  a  rough 
envelope  which  from  its  size  indicated  more  inclosures.  1  was  unable 
to  find  who  opened  it  but  supposed  it  to  be  Wilson  who  destroyed  a 
part  of  its  contents.  Besides  the  letters  we  have  two  photographs  of 
two  females  and  a  small  lace  collar  and  cuffs. 

Fowler  of  whom  we  obtained  the  information  is  now  engaged  in 
teaming  about  Washington  and  Alexandria.     Mr.  Eeynolds  of  our 
force  thinks  he  would  be  able  to  find  him  and  thus  remove  our  doubts. 
Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  L.  MoPHAIL, 
Deputy  Provost-Marshal. 

*  Franklin's  letter  omitted.  tNot  found. 
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Departme^^t  of  State,  Washington,  January  20, 1802. 
Maj.  Geu.  George  B.  MoClellan, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States: 
You  or  auy  oflQcer  you  may  designate  will  in  your  discretion  suspend 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  so  far  as  may  relate  to  Major  Chase,  lately  of 
the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  now  alleged  to 
be  guilty  of  treasonable  practices  against  this  (i^overnment. 

ABKAHAM  LINCCJLN. 
By  the  President: 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Navy  ]Jepartment,  January  20,  18112. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Aimy, 

Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 
Sir:  It  is  contemplated  to  release  and  send  South  all  civilians  or 
seamen  from  the  rebellious  States  who  were  captured  on  board  vessels 
seized  for  violating  the  blockade  or  who  when  captured  were  not  in 
arms  or  had  not  been  engaged  in  any  hostile  act  against  the  United 
States.  The  Department  does  not  know  the  names  of  all  those  who  arc 
now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  by  its  order  and  will  therefore  be  much 
obliged  to  you  for  a  list  of  them,  with  the  name  of  the  vessel  on  board 
which  or  the  place  where  they  were  captured,  if  you  can  give  me  that 
information. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEOK^  WELLES. 


Bridgeport,  Conn.,  January  21,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  V. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  some  doubt  as  to  which  Department  to  communicate 
the  following  facts,  but  have  concluded  to  inform  that  under  your 
charge  of  the  same.  A  few  days  since  two  persons,  one  named  lieemer 
the  other  Theodore  W.  Downs,  arrived  in  this  city  from  Memphis, 
having  received  a  pass  to  come  Forth  from  the  rebel  authorities.  Ree- 
mer  has  a  family  here  and  Downs  a  number  of  friends.  An  article 
was  published  in  one  of  the  Chicago  papers  (which  I  cannot  recollect) 
a  few  days  since  stating  that  they  had  been  closely  watched,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  reported  and  believed  that  they  were  coming  J^orth  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  some  of  the  manufactories  of  arms,  taking  drawings 
of  machinery,  «&c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rebels.  Eeeiner  is  a  machinist 
by  trade  and  quite  expert.  Adjutant  Rust,  of  Colonel  Buford's  Illinois 
regiment,  rode  some  distance  behind  them  in  the  cars  and  informed 
some  friends  of  his  in  this  city  that  he  believed  from  their  conversation 
they  were  rank  secessionists  and  upon  no  honorable  errand.  They 
design  remaining  here  for  some  days. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  lodge  of  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle  exists  in  this  city,  although  their  meetings  are  held  secretly  and 
without  any  degree  of  regularity.  They  at  one  time  met  on  stated 
evenings,  but  on  the  eve  of  July  21, 1861,  our  citizens  smarting  under 
the  result  of  Bull  Run  and  thinking  they  had  met  for  the  purpose  of 
13  E  R- 
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glorifying  over  the  result  disturbed  them  iu  their  deliberations,  and 
procuring  a  locomotive  lantern  so  placed  it  that  all  who  came  from  the 
hall  were  recognized  and  names  put  down.  Since  then  they  have  been 
more  secretin  their  operations,  but  there  is  good  reasou  to  believe  that 
they  have  not  discontinued  their  meetings.  Mr.  William  M.  Connelly, 
room  No.  G,  police  headquarters,  New  York  City,  is  a  shrewd  and  expe- 
rienced detective  and  operated  with  me  last  December  in  investigating 
some  supposed  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  and  suspected  ojierations  of 
some  parties  here  in  movements  and  designs  of  running  the  Southern 
blockade.  He  has  an  original  certificate  of  membership  in  the  order  of 
Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  and  informed  me  that  if  any  lodge  of  the 
kind  did  exist  in  this  city  he  could  find  it  out  and  obtain  admission. 
It  would  be  a  desirable  thing  to  have  these  matters  investigated,  inas- 
much as  this  city  is  the  focus  and  center  of  the  secession  sympathizers 
in  this  portion  of  Connecticut.  I  had  some  correspondence  with  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  those  parties  who 
were  suspected  of  running  the  blockade,  and  will  refer  you  to  him  as  to 
whether  any  statements  from  me  are  reliable. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEED.  H.  THOMl'SON, 

Deputy  Collector. 


Department  of  State,  Washirujton,  Januury  22,  is(:2. 
Hon.  Hannibal  Hamlin,  WmMndton. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note*  of 
this  date,  accompanied  by  one  addressed  to  you  by  G.  S.  C.  Dow,  esq., 
in  which  that  gentleman  expresses  a  wish  to  correspond  with  a  client  at 
New  Orleans  and  asks  if  it  is  possible  or  iiroper  for  him  to  do  so.  In 
reply  1  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  tliat  the  interrui>tiou  of  corre- 
spondence with  that  quarter  has  been  occasioned  by  a  military  exigency. 
To  the  general  regulation  upon  the  subject  there  has  been  occasional 
exceptions.  It  is  impracticable  for  me  to  determine  beforehand  \vhethcr 
the  correspondence  in  which  Mr.  Dow  wishes  to  engage  ought  to  be  one 
of  them.  If,  however,  he  will  send  open  to  this  Department  any  letter 
which  he  may  wish  to  address  to  his  client  the  expediency  of  forward- 
ing the  same  to  its  destination  will  be  taken  into  due  consideration. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  22,  1802. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  Mr.  William  T.  Wilson,  a  pris- 
oner confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  that  in  consequence  of  the  doubts  as 
to  his  identity  you  have  been  instructed  to  discharge  him  from  custody. 
You  will  also  please  inform  him  that  in  view  of  his  having  secreted  about 
his  person  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  au  unusual  quantity  of  quinine,  and 
of  other  suspicious  circumstances  which  have  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Government,  a  watch  will  be  kept  over  his  future  movements. 
You  will  please  discharge  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
A  smstant  ficvrptary. 

'  Not  foiiutl. 
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HdQRS.   OiTY   GrXJARD,  PROVOST-MaRSHAL'S   OFFICE, 

Washington,  J).  C,  January  — ,  J6'6,<;. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost- Marshal,  Washington,  D.  G. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  January  13, 1802,  Rev. 
Bennett  Smedes,  of  lialeigh,  N.  C,  was  received  at  this  office  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  having  been  transferred  to  your  cus- 
tody by  Captain  Dahlgren,  commanding  the  U.  S.  navy-yard,  with  the 
information  that  he  was  arrested  by  the  Potomac  flotilla  in  an  attempt 
to  cross  the  Potomac  liiver  into  Virginia.  On  being  examined  at  this 
oiiice  he  made  the  following  statement,  to  wit: 

That  he  is  twenty-four  years  of  age ;  that  he  was  born  in  Schenectady, 
N.  Y.,  and  that  when  three  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Raleigh,  K.  C,  where  they  now  reside;  that  his  father  is  a  clergyman 
in  that  place;  that  he  (Smedes)  at  the  age  of  sixteen  went  to  Saint 
James  College,  near  Hagerstown,  Md.,  where,  excepting  vacations  spent 
with  his  paients,  he  remained  four  years;  that  he  then  for  thiee  years 
attended  a  theological  seminary  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  leaving 
which  in  June,  1860,  he  commenced  to  officiate  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Cleveland  Coxe,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  at  Baltimore,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  December  13,  1861;  that  for  6ome  time  he  has  been 
desirous  of  joining  his  parents  in  Raleigh,  IST.  C,  and  had  witli  this  view 
made  application  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  for  a  passport, 
which  he  did  not  succeed  in  procuring;  that  he  then  determined  to 
make  the  attempt  without  such  passport  and  take  his  chances  of  elud- 
ing the  blockading  flotilla  and  military  authorities  of  the  United  States; 
that  he  accordingly  proceeded  through  Maryland  to  the  river  Potomac, 
and  with  three  other  persons  attempted  to  cross  it  in  a  boat  from 
Cedar  Point,  when  he,  with  two  of  those  persons,  Avas  arrested  by  a 
boat's  crew  from  the  cutter  Howell  Cobb;  at  12.30  a.  m.  January  11 
was  taken  to  the  cutter,  searched  by  Captain  Frank,  transferred  to  the 
Island  Belle,  thence  to  Oolonel  Graham's  headquarters  at  Indian  Head, 
thence  successively  to  the  Wyandank,  Harriet  Lane  and  Yankee,  ou 
board  of  which  latter  he  was  taken  to  the  navy-yard,  whence  he  was 
sent  by  Captain  Dahlgren  to  this  office. 

The  prisoner  refused  upon  the  above  examination  to  give  any  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  ijerson  or  persons  by  whose  aid  and  abetment 
he  was  crossing  the  Potomac  at  tlie  point  and  time  named,  or  where  he 
stayed  while  in  Maryland  preparing  to  leave  for  Virginia.  No  papers  or 
correspondence  were  found  on  him  when  searched,  excepting  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  Doctor  Coxe.  A  letter  from  that  gentleman  relat- 
ing to  this  case  has  been  received  at  this  office  of  which  the  following 
is  a  copy,  viz : 

Washington,  \).  C,  January  1-1,  1S62. 
Bri^-  Gen.  A.  Pokter,  U.  S.  Army. 

Ubar  Sir:  The  Rev.  Bennett  Smedes,  a  prisoner  under  your  charge,  was  until 
about  a  month  since  assisting  me  as  a  deacon  in  Grace  Church,  Baltimore.  He  then 
left  me  as  he  said  to  see  whether  he  could  reach  his  parents  in  North  Carolina.  They 
had  been  recently  afflicted  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  and  iis  he  supposed  were 
iu  need  of  his  services  and  the  comfort  of  his  presence.  His  father  is  the  Ecv.  Doctor 
Smedes,  of  Raleigh,  but  his  parents  as  well  as  himself  are  native  New  Yorkers;  to 
the  best  of  my  belief  his  mother  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Kev.  Doctor  Lyell,  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  New  York.  Having  seen  him  since  his  arrest  iu  the  presence  of  an 
officer  he  assured  me  that  he  went  with  nothing:  but  his  raiment,  a  few  sermons  and 
a  certificate  of  his  good  character  (which  I  gave  him),  and  that  he  designed  nothing 
and  did  nothing  more  or  less  than  was  necessary  to  the  sole  object  of  seeing  nnd  con- 
soling his"  parents.  I  believe  his  word  absolutely,  and  can  certify  from  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  him  that  he  is  a  young  man  of  integrity  and  of  great 
personal  worth.     ^Vheu  I  accepted  his  services  as  my  assistaut  eighteen  mouths  ago 
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or  more  1  found  his  academical  character  not  only  unsullied  but  remarkable  for  all 
tliiit  adorns  youth  in  the  eyes  of  the  good  and  wise,  I  pray  that  these  facts  may 
have  weight,  aud  that  liis  imprisonment  (should  his  ipeedy  release  be  deuicd)  may  be 
as  little  as  possible  rigorous.  It  is  my  earnest  nope  ohat  his  discharge  maybe  deemed 
compatible  with  the  demands  of  the  public  good. 
I  remain,  &c. , 

A.  CLEVELAND  COXE, 
Rector  of  Grace  Ghurcli,  Baltimore. 

It  maybe  proper  to  remark  that  although  Doctor  Ooxe  preaches  to  n 
Baltimore  congregation  of  which  a  large  portion  are  known  to  entertain 
treasonable  sentiments  he  is  nevertheless  considered  a  decided  Union 
man.  It  has  since  been  ascertained  by  inquiry  at  the  Department  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  that  portion  of  the  i)rlsoner's  statement  is 
correct  in  which  he  mentions  his  unsuccessful  application  for  a  passport 
to  go  South. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  establishes  the  following  facts :  That  the 
Eev.  Bennett  Smedes  having  made  application  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment for  a  pass  and  having  failed  to  obtain  one,  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  not  considering  his  case  one  in  which  the  same  should  be 
issued,  iinding  himself  thus  unable  to  attain  his  object  in  a  legitimate 
manner  did  clandestinely,  contrary  to  law  and  with  knowledge  that  lie 
was  acting  unlawfully,  attemi^t  to  circumvent  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  by  entering  one  of  the  States  in  rebellion;  that  inas- 
much as  the  act  of  crossing  the  Potomac  in  this  manner  is  in  contra- 
vention of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  and  highly  detrimental 
to  the  eflBciency  of  our  military  operations  it  is  necessary  that  strong 
measures  should  be  taken  to  discourage  such  attempts  by  the  punish- 
ment of  all  concerned  in  them  no  matter  what  may  be  their  character, 
standing  or  puri»ose. 

I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  Eev.  Bennett  Smedes  be 
confined  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war  or  until  such  time  as  by  the 
advance  of  our  armies  he  may  be  enabled  to  visit  his  relatives  without 
violating  the  President's  proclamation. 

All  of  which  is  duly  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLKiS'. 


[llKlorsciiK-ul.J 

Let  him  be  detained  for  the  present. 


W.  11.  S[RWAIiJ)J 


Department  of  StA'J'E,  Washington,  January  23, 18G3. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Ramilton,  New  York  Harbor. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  has  been  received,  and  in  com- 
pliante  with  your  request  1  inclose  herewith  100  copies  of  tlie  prescribed 
oath  of  allegiance.  You  will  observe  that  the  words  "  and  further,  that 
I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all'the  duties  which  may  be  required 
of  me  by  law,"  is  ap])licable  to  tbosc  only  wlio  hold  office  under  the 
Government  and  may  be  omitted  when  administered  to  private  citizens. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAIM). 
Assinlan  I  /Secretary. 
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('OM^IONWEALTII   OF   VIRGINIA,  ADJT.  (tEN.'S   OJ.'FICE, 

^VJteel^nf/,  Va.,  January  J^.J,  ISI)'2. 
Brigadiev-Geiienil  liosECRANS, 

Commundhig  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 
Sir:  1  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  newspaper  paragraph s  in 
relation  to  certain  loyal  citizens  of  Virginia  threatened  with  an  igno- 
niinions  death  by  the  traitors  assembled  in  liichmond:  George  W. 
Aubrey  (printed  Aufiey),  A.  W.  McDonald  and  Henry  A.  Ault,  all  of 
Hardy  County.  These  men  were  in  a  State  military  company  and  by 
orders  were  when  taken  acting  under  the  U.  S.  military  officers 
stationed  at  Fort  Pendleton,  near  the  southwest  corner  of  Maryland, 
and  were  to  all  intents  and  purposes  of  war  a  military  company  in  the 
L'.  S.  service,  and  for  its  members  this  government  demands  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States.  John  Alford  has  never  been  in  arms  and 
is  charged  with  being  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  here.  I  have 
been  irnable  to  procure  information  respecting  Messrs.  Bone  and  Berg- 
dale,  but  it  is  probable  they  were  members  of  the  Hardy  County 
company  aforesaid.  In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  restored 
government  of  Virginia  and  by  tlie  direction  of  the  executive  thereof  I 
earnestly  appeal  to  you  to  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as  Avill  relieve 
these  men  from  the  perils  which  environ  them  at  Richmond;  or  if  the 
suggestion  of  the  traitor  Benjamin  is  adopted  and  our  loyal  friends  die 
for  devotion  to  our  flag  a  signal  example  of  retributive  vengeance 
will  be  executed  that  will  deter  the  cowardly  traitors  assembled  there 
from  the  perpetration  of  like  cruelties  there  afterward.  The  prisoners 
as  far  as  known  are  respectable,  worthy  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  i-espectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  T.  SAMUELS, 
Adjutant- General  of  Virginin. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Wheeling^  Va.,  Janvar)/  S4,  18Ci2. 
Eespectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  within  letter  states  facts  which  show  that  the  persons  alluded  to 
cannot  be  hung  or  otherwise  punished  without  violatiiig  the  principles 
of  humanity  which  have  hitherto  been  acted  on  and  tending  to  frightful 
reprisals. 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Inclosure.] 
ARREST   OF   UNION   PATRIOTS. 

The  following  was  sent  to  the  Virginia  senate  on  Thursday  by 
( ;  overnor  Letcher : 

Wak  Dbpaktmext,  C.  S.  A.,  lilchmmid,  Va.,  January  10,  1SG2. 
•John  Randolph  Tucker,  Esq.,  JHorney-dcneraL 

Sir  :  I  respectlully  inform  you  that  the  following-named  persons  now  conlincid  iu 
jail  here  have  been  examined  liy  the  Hon.  James  Lyons,  as  commissioner  for  this 
Department,  and  he  reports  them  a.s  being  iu  his  opinion  traitors  that  ought  to  bo 
hun".  This  heing  a  matter  that  concerns  tlio  civil  authorities  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
give  yon  their  names,  as  follows,  viz:  First,  George  W.  Aufrey;  second,  Henry  A. 
Ault;"  third,  Benjamin  Bone;  fourth,  John  Bergdale;  fifth,  Aaron  W.  McDonald; 
sixth,  .fohu  Alford. 

1  am,  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

.7.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  ll'ar. 
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liEADyuAKTERS,  Baltimorv,  January  34,  1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Niueteen  persons  were  arrested  last  week  at  a  place  of  rendez 
vous  from  wbicli  they  were  to  go  to  the  insurgent  States.  Several 
have  been  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  the  evidence  not 
being  perfectly  clear  in  regard  to  them.  There  are  twelve  who  should 
be  sent  away  as  there  is  no  room  for  them  at  Fort  McHenry.  One  of 
these  men,  Thomas  C.  Fitzpatrick,  is  claimed  to  be  a  British  subject, 
and  I  am  told  was  discharged  from  Fort  Warren  or  Fort  Lafayette  on 
the  application  of  Lord  Lyons.  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  charge 
against  him.  We  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  he  has  been  engaged 
in  recruiting  for  the  insurgent  army  and  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the 
party  arrested.  They  were  under  an  oath  not  to  divulge  the  purposes 
of  their  organization. 

I  am,  very  resjjectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major- General. 


Department  of  State,  Wanhmgton,  January  2n,  1S62. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  the  receipt  of 
which  has  heretofore  been  acknowledged  I  have  the  honor  to  authorize 
you  to  convey  the  twelve  prisoners  (names  not  given)  referred  to  by 
you  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  Will  you  please  transmit  to 
this  Department  a  list  of  their  names  together  with  a  report  of  the 
proof  upon  which  they  are  held  ? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 


servant, 


F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Actinn  Secretary  of  State. 


Hdqrs.  City  Gttard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

M'ashington,  JJ.  C,  January  27,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  case  of  Nathaniel  N.  Clabaugh,  of  Morgan  County, 
Va.,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Building,  I  liave  the  honor 
to  report  in  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  as  follows: 

Said  Clabaugh  was  received  at  this  office  from  General  Banks'  divis- 
ion. Upper  Potomac,  on  the  18th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  following 
charges : 

First.  That  said  Clabaugh  was  one  of  .a  party  of  four  instrumental  in  conveyino- 
information  from  Maryland  to  Winchester  of  a  treasonable  nature.  " 

Second.  That  he  harbored  rebel  officers  and  soldiers. 

Third.  Tliat  he  oppressed  the  Union  ])arty  of  that  section  of  Virginia  in  which  he 
lived. 

Fourth.  Refused  to  take  the  oath,  declaring  he  was  a  Virginian  and  Virginia  had 
declared  her  independence. 

Fifth.  That  he  aided  and  abetted  in  connection  with  Van  Arsdale  and  Fleece  of 
Morgan  County  (reported  at  Frederick),  to  sustain  the  rebel  Government  and  was 
very  violent  in  opposition  to  the  Federal  Government. 

These  several  charges  stated  before  me. 

JOHN  G.  HOVEY. 
Lieut.,  Tliirieenth  Begt.  Massachusetts  Vols.,  Provost-Marshal,  Williamsport. 

Witnesses:  Lieutenant  Grafflen,  First  Virginia  Itrigade;  Capt.  J.  Kearns  First 
Virginia  Urigade;  others  can  be  obtained.  ' 
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About  the  21st  instant  Mr.  Olabaugli  sent  to  this  office  from  the  Old 
(Japitol  Building  substantially  the  following  statement  which  he  said 
he  was  willing  to  verify  on  oath :  That  he  was  never  in  Winchester  in 
his  life  but  once,  about  the  20th  of  October  last,  and  did  not  then  know 
a  resident  of  the  place;  that  he  went  at  the  request  of  sevei-al  men  in 
his  neighborhood  who  had  helpless  families  dependent  upon  them;  that 
he  traveled  the  entire  way  to  and  from  Winchester  alone;  that  his 
business  was,  first,  to  see  General  Carson,  and  then  Colonel  Johnson, 
of  the  home  militia;  that  he  was  introduced  to  General  Carson  by  an 
old  acquaintance  from  his  neighborhood.  Doctor  Canfleld,  nowhe  believed 
a  captain ;  that  after  being  introduced  to  the  general  he  informed  him  of 
his  business,  stating  the  helpless  condition  of  his  neighbors,  and  asking 
him  if  under  the  circumstances  he  could  not  exempt  them  from  military 
duty  as  if  they  were  forcibly  taken  from  their  homes  (and  they  would 
not  go  otherwise)  theu"  families  must  necessarily  suffer;  that  the  general 
replied  very  kindly  saying  he  was  sorry  for  them  but  he  had  had 
twenty  applications  of  the  kind;  that  all  men  were  equal  and  that  he 
could  not  grant  his  (Clabaugh'sj  request;  that  he  (Clabaugh)  was  not 
as  he  should  judge  over  half  an  hour  with  General  Carson;  has  never 
seen  or  written  to  him  directly  or  indirectly  before  or  since  nor  com- 
municated with  him  through  any  other  person ;  in  short  knew  nothing 
more  of  him  thaii  he  had  stated;  that  the  first  call  for  militia  was 
merely  a  notification  about  the  1st  of  July,  there  being  no  force 
attempted  to  his  knowledge;  that  this  first  call  was  generally  regarded 
as  being  unlawful  or  not  authorized  by  the  governor,  and  so  far  as 
their  particular  vicinity  was  concerned  was  as  he  thought  wholly 
disregarded;  that  no  further  call  was  made  until  about  the  Ist  of 
October,  when  it  was  currently  reported  that  such  as  refused  to  go 
would  be  forcibly  taken ;  that  at  this  last  date  a  large  majority  of  their 
eligible  militia  had  left  the  State  or  congregated  in  the  woods  of 
Sideling  Height,  where  they  were  comparatively  safe  from  arrest,  but 
that  some  men,  probably  a  dozen,  within  three  or  four  miles  round  had 
families  and  could  not  without  serious  loss  and  suifering  leave  either  to 
go  to  Maryland  or  to  join  the  rebel  army;  that  at  his  (Clabaugh's) 
earnest  solicitation  at  that  time  the  impressing  officer  who  had  discre- 
tion in  the  matter  agreed  not  to  disturb  the  militia  in  that  neighbor- 
hood until  after  they  had  done  their  seeding,  which  agreement  was  being 
kept  at  the  time  of  his  (Clabaugh's)  arrest,  November  1,  no  further 
call  having  been  made  up  to  that  time;  that  after  his  ineffectual 
mission  to  General  Carson  he  went  to  Colonel  Johnson,  of  their  militia, 
and  informed  him  what  he  had  done,  asking  him  if  he  had  not  consider- 
able influence  and  whether  he  had  not  the  power  to  grant  his  request; 
that  the  colonel  answered  that  he  had  to  a  certain  extent;  that  he 
(Clabaugh)  then  informed  him  as  he  had  Carson  of  tlie  unprotected 
and  helpless  condition  of  his  neighbors,  and  requested  him  as  far  as 
lay  in  his  power  to  favor  them;  that  he  (the  colonel)  most  blandly, 
cheerfully  and  apparently  sincerely  informed  him  that  he  might  say 
to  his  neighbors  that  they  should  not  be  further  molested  if  he  could 
possibly  avoid  it;  that  this  was  about  two  weeks  before  his  (Clabaugh's) 
arrest,  and  that  no  further  notice  to  or  arrest  of  any  party  had  taken 
place  up  to  the  time  of  his  arrest;  that  he  had  not  seen  Fleece  but 
twice  since  the  Virginia  election  of  last  spring;  that  he  (Fleece)  was 
the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  necessarily  passed  his  (Clabaugh's) 
house  sometimes  and  never  did  so  without  stopping,  business  or  no 
business,  as  was  the  case  on  the  two  occasions  above  alluded  to;  that 
he  merely  called,  probably  remaining  an  hour  each  time,  just  about 
lono- enono-h  to  cet  his  dinner  and  his  horse  fed;  that  he  (Clabaugh) 
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had  never  been  in  his  company  or  passed  a  line  with  him  directly  or 
indirectly  since  the  occasions  above  mentioned  taking  place  last  spring; 
that  Van  Arsdale  has  not  been  a  near  neighbor  of  his,  and  as  he 
(Clabaugh)  never  had  any  bnsiuess  with  him  of  any  kind  he  had  not 
even  seen  him  for  ten  montlis  or  more  to  his  knowledge  nntil  they  met 
in  Williamsport,  and  that  he  had  never  passed  a  word  with  him  abont 
the  Avar  either  since  or  before  it  commenced;  that  all  of  his  family  arc 
nncompromising  Union  folks,  &c. 

The  above  charges  and  statement  is  all  the  evidence  that  I  Lave 
been  able  to  collect  in  this  case.  The  prisoner  is  (juite  an  old  man  of 
frank  and  earnest  manners,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  his  statement 
is  correct.  He  suggests  that  his  property  is  all  without  our  military 
lines,  and  that  it  would  be  unnecessarily  jeopardizing  it  to  require  him 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  at  the  present 
time.  I  understand  that  he  is  willing  to  give  his  parole  of  lionor  not 
to  interfere  in  this  contest. 

In  conclusion  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Nathaniel  N.  Clabaughj  of 
Morgan  County,  Va.,  may  safely  be  released  from  custody  on  taking 
the  usual  oath  of  allegiance,  stipulating  that  he  wUl  not  go  beyond  our 
military  lines  during  the  present  contest  between  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  the  rebel  States. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEK. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  29, 18(i;i. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Neio  YorTc. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Will  you  please  proceed  to  the  different  forts  wherein 
persons  captured  while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  are  confined  and 
release  all  who  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  whose  testi- 
mony is  not  required  in  the  administration  ofjustice.  Plea-se  return 
this  inclosure  with  your  report  thereon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  January  31, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  desire  an  investigation  of  my  case,  and  it  is  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  you  an  insight  into  the  circumstances  attending  my 
arrest  that  I  now  address  you.  I  left  Hickman,  Ky.,  November  19  to 
go  to  Cairo,  111.,  to  pay  taxes  on  land  that  I  own  on  Bird's  Point,  Mo. 
On  my  way  thither  I  met  with  Colonel  Wallace  at  Charleston,  Mo.,  and 
went  with  him  to  Bird's  Point.  Arriving  there  1  ascertained  that  my 
agent  was  at  Cairo.  1  then  asked  the  colonel  for  a  pass  to  Cairo  which 
he  granted.  After  paying  my  taxes  to  Mr.  Falls  I  was  arrested  and 
held  for  five  weeks  at  the  above-named  place  when  I  was  sent  here, 
arriving  at  my  present  quarters  on  the  29th  of  December.  I  know  of 
no  charges  against  me  nor  have  I  heard  of  any  reasons  for  my  arrest. 
For  proof  as  to  ray  loyalty  I  refer  you  to  Capt.  D.  L.  Duffy,  of  the  flag- 
ship Benton. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

C.  LEDWIDGE. 

N.  B. — If  it  is  required  I  am  i)erfectly  willing  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 
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llD(iUS.  Army  of  the  Potomac;,  January  hi,  I8f!3. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  Commandimj  Division. 

Oeneeal  :  Your  communication  with  accompanying  papers  concern- 
ing tbe  arrest  of  James  T.  Blackiston,  of  Leonard  town,  Md,,  was  received 
at  these  head(iuarters  some  time  since.  Pressure  of  public  business  lias 
caused  tbe  delay  of  this  reply.  The  report  of  Major  Chapman,  the  officer 
maki)ig  the  arrest,  expressly  states  that  no  proof  exists  that  the  prisoner 
had  either  committed,  aided  or  abetted  any  treasonable  act  against  the 
United  States  nor  do  the  papers  show  the  slightest  ground  for  suspect- 
ing that  he  entertained  any  such  design.  The  commanding  general 
directs  me  to  say  that  the  unnecessary  arrest  of  any  citizen  is  much  to 
be  regretted,  and  that  that  of  Mr.  Blackiston  seems  to  have  been  with- 
out sufficient  cause  and  is  therefore  not  approved.  Mr.  Blackiston  has 
been  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  y<mr  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  GOLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  i,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General  :  For  your  information  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  here- 
with an  extract*  from  an  intercepted  letter  which  seems  to  indicate 
that  Mr.  N.  D.  Falls,  president  of  the  Bay  State  Line,  Baltimore,  is  or 
has  been  engaged  in  transmitting  correspondence  to  the  insurrection- 
ary States.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  cause  an  examination  as  to 
the  facts  to  be  made  and  reported  to  this  Department? 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAPtD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Htk.>rs.  City  (Ittaru,  Office  of  Pbovost-Marshal, 

Washington,  February  ],  1862. 

J.  L.  McPhail,  Deputy  Provost-Marshal,  Baltimore,  Md.: 

Toung  Wise,  son  of  General  Henry  A.  Wise,  Avas  seen  here  to-day 
dressed  ill  uniform.  Suspected  to  have  left  on  5  p.  m.  train  disguised 
as  an  invalid,  wearing  black  pants  over  uniform  pants.  He  is  about 
twenty-four  years  old,  five  feet  ten  inches  high,  slim  build,  very  dark- 
brown  hair  and  eyes  large.  Youthful  appearance.  May  have  mustache 
and  goatee  but  no  whiskers.    Look  close  for  him. 

A.  PORTER, 
Bri(/a(lier-General  and  Provost-Marshal. 


Washington,  February  .9,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  from  a  reliable  source  that  Senator  Bright, 
of  Indiana,  will  be  expelled  Tuesday  next.  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
from  facts  coming  to  my  knowledge  that  he  intends  going  South  as 
soon  as  opportunity  presents  itself.  Should  he  not  be  put  under  sur- 
veillance at  least  if  not  arrested? 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

L.  G.  BAKER. 


"  Xiif,  innlosiMl. 
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Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Febrwtry  S,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gol.  W.  Hofpsian, 

Commissary- General  of  Prisoners,  Sandtisky  City,  Ohio. 
Sir:  *     *     *    There  are  now  here  about  fifty-eight  prisouers  of 
state.    The  Government  has  furnislied  these  with  bedding  iiud  eommoii 
furniture. 

1  am,  \er,y  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMK3K, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commandimi  I'dsI. 


Office  Oommissary-Gen^sal  of  Prisoners, 

Sandusky  City,  Ohio,  February  3,  1862. 
Col.  Luther  Day,  Judge-Advocate  of  Ohio,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Colonel  :  I  have  in  my  possession  petitions  for  the  release  of  cer- 
tain prisoners  of  war  now  at  Camp  Chase,  and  in  order  that  their  cases 
may  be  properly  laid  before  the  Department  of  State  I  request  of 
you  the  favor  to  inform  me  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  as  far  as 
they  are  known  to  you  connected  with  the  arrest  of  the  following-named 
persons,  viz:  G.  A.  Davis,  Matthew  Bright,  George  T.  Henderson, 
J.  Allen  Harwood,  "W.  H.  Wise,  Lewis  S.  Farrell,  A.  W.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Wigal,  W.  H.  Peterson,  J.  B.  Smith,  G.  S.  Grove,  John  W.  Coffman, 
John  Barneto  and  Thomas  W.  Tillman.  If  there  is  anything  known  to 
you  why  the  cases  of  any  of  the  above  named  should  not  be  favorably 
considered  I  will  be  obJdged  to  you  if  you  will  mention  it.  Will  you 
also  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  if  the  prisoners  at  Camp  Chase 
have  a  sufficient  supply  of  bedding  which  they  can  bring  with  them 
when  they  are  transferred  to  the  depot  near  this  city?  Is  it  public  or 
private  property?  The  depot  is  supplied  with  bed  sacks. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Lieut.  Col.  Eighth  Infantry,  Co^nmissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  4,  1862. 
Brig,  Gen.  M.  C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster-General.  . 

General  :  I  inclose  a  confidential  letter  addressed  to  me  from  Lon- 
don by  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Chester,  and  will  thank  you  for  any  information 
which  you  can  communicate  touching  the  Mr.  Wethered  to  whom  it 
refers.    Please  return  the  inclosure  with  your  answer. 
I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

[Inclosure  ] 

LoNl)f)N,  January  18,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  &c.,  Washington. 
Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  person 
who  has  been  for  some  time  in  this  country  representing  himself,  and  1 
believe  correctly  so,  to  be  tlie  agent  of  Union  men  in  Baltimore  Avho 
hold  a  Government  (M)ntract  (concerning  wool  or  woolen  goods)  ojienlv 
avows  himself  a  secessionist,  associates  constantly  with  that  clans  here 
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and  habitually  uses  such  iibility  and  influence  as  lie  may  possess  in 
behalf  of  the  Southern  rebellion  and  in  opposition  to  the  Government  of 
which  you  are  at  the  head.  The  person  to  whom  1  allude  is  Mr.  John 
Wethered,  of  the  house  of  Wethered  Bros.,  of  Baltimore. 

I  should  be  glad  if  there  were  any  doubt  about  the  facts,  for  Mr. 
Wethered  and  myself  have  hitherto  been  upon  the  most  friendly  terms. 
He  was  here  last  winter,  and  before  returning  home  then  it  was  plainly 
to  be  seen  that  his  sympathies  lay  in  that  direction.  After  a  short 
absence  he  returned  again  to  this  city  in  the  character  above  stated, 
and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  his  conduct  ever  since  has  been 
as  I  have  already  represented.  By  reason  of  our  former  friendly  rela- 
tions I  should  desire  that  if  possible  my  name  should  not  be  revealed 
as  the  author  of  this  communication,  but  if  necessary  I  feel  that  my 
duty  to  the  true  cause  is  paramount  to  all  private  friendship.  If  you 
deem  the  fact  of  any  importance  it  can  be  readily  substantiated  from 
other  sources  here.  It  certainly  galls  your  loyal  friends  here  to  know 
that  a  man  who  is  doubtless  filling  his  pockets  with  Government  money 
is  at  tlie  same  time  pursuing  a  treasonable  course  to  that  Government, 
and  it  seems  also  proper  that  you  should  be  advised  of  the  fact  in  order 
that  you  may  ascertain  whether  the  direct  parties  to  the  contract  men- 
tioned are  also  guilty  of  the  same  bad  faith  or  whether  they  have  been 
misled  in  the  character  of  the  agent  they  have  sent  here. 

It  is  proper  that  addressing  you  as  a  stranger  I  should  furnish  you 
with  some  reference  concerning  myself.  When  I  left  Washington  three 
years  ago  to  spend  some  time  in  Europe  in  literary  pursuits  I  was  on 
intimate  terms  with  (among  others)  Mrs.  Henry  E,  Schoolcraft  and 
Lieutenant  Gilliss,  of  the  Observatory,  either  of  whom  I  think  would  be 
wiUing  to  vouch  for  my  social  position  and  my  loyalty.  I  might  refer 
more  directly  to  Hon.  ]B.  Joy  Morris,  U.  S.  minister  at  Constantinople, 
and  may  also  add  that  I  am  not  unknown  to  Hon.  Simon  Cameron 
through  his  friend  Henry  C.  Hickok,  esq.  I  beg  to  add  that  I  hope  I 
am  rendering  my  country  and  its  Government  some  service  here  both 
privately  and  through  the  press,  and  that  I  should  be  most  happy  if 
you  could  in  any  way  make  my  abilities  and  disjjosition  more  directly 
available.  I  should  be  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  go  anywhere 
and  do  anything  in  obedience  to  your  instructions.  That  the  true  cause 
needs  all  the  help  it  can  muster  here  is  too  true,  for  the  loyal  Americans 
in  England  are  few  while  the  Southern  refugees  are  numerous,  unscrupu- 
lous and  untiring  in  their  eftbrts  to  influence  the  public  sentiment,  nor 
are  they  without  evident  success.  I  should  also  add  that  I  may  refer 
generally  to  our  legation  in  this  city. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  voiu-  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  CHESTER. 

[Indorsement.] 

Qttaeteemastbr-Genekal's  Office, 

February  .-7,  18(12. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  know  nothing  of  Wethered  Bros,  or  of  Mr.  Wettiered  here  referred 
to.    I  have  written  to  the  quartermaster  at  l*hiladeiphia  to  inquire 
whether  he  has  connections  with  the  house  named  and  will  communi- 
cate any  iiiformation  he  may  be  able  to  obtain. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 
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Department  of  State,  Wfisluiifiton^Fehruiirii  1,1862. 
Biig.  (xeii.  Andrew  Porter,  &c. 

General:  Herewith  I  inclose  for  your  infbrmatiou  a  letter*  from 
an  agent  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  containing  a  list  of 
disloyal  persons  at  Alexandria  and  in  its  vicinity  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  applying  for  papers  to  cross  the  river  back  and  forth.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  passes  hereafter  be  withheld  from  any  of  the  parties 
therein  mentioned  unless  they  shall  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of 
loyalty. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

F.  VV.  SEWAKl), 
Assistant  Secretary. 


\Va«hin(5-TON,  February  i,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Thomas  Graggs  who  states  himself  to  be  a 
British  subject,  and  who  is  it  appears  confined  in  the  Old  Gapitol 
Prison  in  this  city.  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  will  give  me 
any  information  which  it  may  seem  proper  that  I  should  receive  con- 
cerning his  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sii-,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

[  liiclitsiiri-..] 

Old  Capitol  Prison,  January  28,  1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  your  lordship  that  I  am  held 
in  this  prison,  having  been  arrested  on  the  12th  instant  at  my  home 
near  Pohick,  Fairfax  County,  Va. ;  that  I  am  a  British  subject,  native 
of  County  iJurham  in  England,  and  that  I  have  resided  in  America 
eight  years  without  ever  taking  any  steps  whatever  toward  becoming 
a  naturalized  citizen  of  this  country.  I  have  to  assure  your  lordship 
that  I  have  in  no  manner  had  any  connection  with  the  disturbances  of 
this  country,  and  am  satisfied  that  no  charge  can  be  brought  against 
me  with,  the  least  show  of  justice  on  this  score.  I  have  therefore  to 
ask  your  lordship's  kind  interference  on  my  behalf  to  the  end  that  I 
may  be  set  at  liberty. 

THOMAS  (JKAGGS. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office, 

February  4,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  Inclose  a  copy  of  an  official  letter 
addressed  to  myself  by  James  J.  Waddell,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  who  was  dismissed  fi'om  the  service  on  the  18th  ultimo.  I 
also  inclose  a  copy  of  his  resignation  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  T  desire  respectfully  to  add  that  this  correspondence  is 
transmitted  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  with  no  reference  to  the  request 
made  in  his  communication  of  the  1st  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

HOBART  BERRIAN. 

*  Not  inclosed. 
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[luclosurclso,  1.] 

Annapolis,  Md.,  February  1, 1862. 
HOBART  Bbkrian,  Esq.,  Fourth  Avditor,  Treasury. 

Sir:  Your  comiiiuuication  of  this  day's  date  is  before  me  and  in 
reply  to  it  I  have  to  say  that  if  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
of  State,  ^ill  permit  nie  to  go  South  to  collect  the  money  my  account 
can  be  settled  in  compliance  with  the  order  dated  April  26, 1861.  Other- 
wise I  desire  my  account  settled  after  the  usual  custom. 
I  am,  sii-,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  ,J.  WADUELL. 

lIucloBiire  No.  2.] 

TJ.  S.  Ship  John  Adams, 
Saiiit  Helena,  November  30, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  N'avy. 

Sir  :  The  people  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  having  withdrawn 
their  allegiance  to  the  Government  and  the  State  from  the  Oonfedeiaxiy 
of  the  United  States — owing  to  these  circumstances  and  for  reasons  to 
be  hereinafter  mentioned — I  return  to  His  Excellency  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  commission  which  appointed  me  a  lieutenant  in 
the  Navy  with  other  public  documents,  asking  acceptance  thereof. 

In  thus  separating  myself  from  associations  which  I  have  cherished 
for  twenty  years  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  no  doctrine  of  the 
right  of  secession  nor  wish  for  disunion  of  the  States  impel  me,  but 
simply  because  my  home  is  the  home  of  my  people  in  the  South  and  I 
cannot  bear  arms  against  it  or  them. 
I  am,  sir,  resijectfuUy, 

JxIlMES  J.  WAJ)J)ELL. 


Fort  Hamilton,  JTeir  York  Harbor,  February  4,  1862. 

Col.  E.  J).  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  have  received  and  (loniined  at  Port  Lafayette  twenty-eight 
prisoners  from  Marshal  Murray. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Third  Artillery. 

V.  S. — There  are  now  118  prisoners  at  the  fort.    The  largest  number 
ever  there  at  one  time  was  about  130. 

M.  B. 

[Indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  February  7, 1862. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Setjrotary  of  War  with  the  suggestion 
that  a  part  of  the  prisoners— mostly  political— now  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette  be  recommended  to  the  Department  of  State  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Warren  on  account  of  tlie  want  of  means  to  make  so 
manv  men  decently  comfortable  in  Fort  Lafayette  at  this  season. 
■^  L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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Quakteemastee-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington  City,  February  5,  186^. 
Seceetaey  of  State: 

Upon  inquiry  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  clothing  contracts  at  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  I  learn  that  they  have  now  no  con- 
tracts with  the  house  of  Wethered  Bros.,  of  Baltimore,  but  that  Ool. 
Charles  Thomas,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  clothing  depot  at  Philadel- 
phia, made  a  contract  with  Charles  E.  Wethered  for  32,500  yards  of 
six-quarter  dark  blue  kersey  at  $1.69  per  yard,  which  contract  was 
completed  on  November  21, 1861.  This  probably  is  the  person  and  the 
contract  referred  to  in  the  confidential  letter  from  Loudon  referred  to 
me  by  the  State  Department  and  returned  yesterday.  I  presume  Mr. 
Wethered  had  visited  Europe  to  purchase  wool  at  a  time  when  its 
increased  price  in  this  country  bore  heavily  upon  contractors  for  army 
cloths.    I  know  nothing  of  the  person  himself. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  0.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-  General. 


HuQES.  City  Guaed,  Peovost-Maesiiai/s  Office, 

Washington,  I).  C,  February  5,  180:2. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Poetee,  Provost- Marshal. 

General  :  In  the  case  of  Isaac  Ballenger,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Building,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows:  On  the 
27th  of  September  last  the  following  letter  was  received  at  this  office : 

Camden,  September  22,  1861. 
James  Leslie,  Esq. 

Deak  Sik:  a  man  by  the  name  of  Isaac  Ballenger,  a  native  of  Lurlington  County, 
N.  J.,  but  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  a  citizen  of  Saint  Josojjh  in  Missouri,  is  now 
in  this  iilace.  He  left  Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  last  Wednesday  according  to  his  own 
account  and  arrived  here  Saturday  evening.  He  is  now  visiting  his  relatives  in  New 
Jersey.  He  is  a  violent  secessionist,  and  I  understand  admits  that  he  was  arrested 
before  he  left  Saint  Joseph  by  the  Union  men.  His  mother,  a  very  estimable  woman, 
lives  in  Virginia  between  Alexandria  and  Mount  Vernon.  She  is  the  wife  of  David 
Walton,  a  linion  man,  formerly  of  New  Jersey.  He  has  a  brother,  John  Ballenger, 
who  lives  close  to  Walton,  in  Virginia,  who  is  also  a  Union  man.  I  understand  he 
(Isaac)  is  about  to  visit  Washington  on  his  road  to  Virginia.  He  will  no  doubt  apply 
for  a  pass  to  visit  his  relatives  in  Virginia  and  will  most  likely  pass  himself  off  as  a 
Jerseyman.  If  he  gets  over  into  Virginia  he  will  carry  information  to  the  rebels  and 
do  us  mischief.  You  had  better  watch  out  for  him  and  put  the  authorities  on  their 
guard  against  him.  His  relations  in  Virginia  are  all  from  this  State — loyal  and  very 
clever  people. 

Very  respectfully,  youm,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

On  the  7th  of  November  last  the  following  letter  was  received  at  this 
office: 

Divisio.v  Headcjuauteus,   Fm-t  Lyon,  Xovemhet-  0,  18v,l. 
Brigadier-General  Montgomkky,  Alexandria. 

Gbnekal:  By  the  direction  of  General  Heintzelman  I  send  youamanby  thenameof 
Isaac  Ballenger  who  was  arrested  and  brought  to  these  headquarters.  He  has  strong 
Southern  proclivities,  and  came  to  Alexandria  under  a  pass  belonging  to  another 
party,  not  being  able  to  obtain  one  for  himself.  Ho  wishes  to  go  to  New  Jersey. 
The  general  requests  you  to  take  charge  of  him  to-night  and  forward  him  with  a 
guard  to  the  provost-marshal  in  Washington. 
Respectfully, 

ISAAC  MOSES, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Ou  the  same  7th  of  November  ou  examiuatiou  at  this  office  Ballenger 
made  substantially  the  followiug  statement:  That  he  was  originally 
from  New  Jersey;  that  he  had  for  four  years  past  resided  in  Saint 
Joseph,  Mo.;  that  he  left  there  about  the  middle  of  September  last  to 
visit  his  friends  in  New  Jersey,  Moorestowii,  Burlington  County,  and 
his  mother,  Mrs.  David  Walton,  living  about  two  miles  from  Accotink 
toward  Mount  Vernon,  Va.;  that  he  went  from  Missouri  directly  to 
New  Jersey;  that  he  left  New  Jersey  about  sixteen  days  ago  and  went 
to  see  Isaac  Hosea  residing  near  Laurel,  Del. ;  that  Hosea  accompanied 
him  from  Missouri;  that  he  (B.)  arrived  in  Washington  on  the  22d  or 
L'3d  of  October  and  went  toaboardiug  house,  No.  368  or  386  Eighth 
street,  back  of  the  Patent  Office,  having  been  solicited  by  the  man  keep- 
ing the  house  on  his  arrival  at  the  depot;  that  he  stayed  in  Washington 
three  days  trying  to  obtain  a  pass  to  cross  into  "Virginia;  that  not  suc- 
ceeding he  borrowed  one  belonging  to  George  Haines,  speculator  in 
wood,  who  was  at  the  time  boarding  at  one  Augustine's  on  Van  street, 
east  of  Four-and-a-half  street;  that  Augustine  obtained  the  pass  for 
him,  he  (A.)  being  an  old  acquaintance  of  his  (B.'s)  and  formerly  a 
merchant  at  Accotink,  Va. ;  that  while  at  Washington  he  visited  the 
Twenty-third  Pennsylvania  Kegiment  to  see  Richard  Lippiucott, 
attached  to  one  of  the  companies,  btit  that  he  could  not  find  him;  that 
he  was  at  no  other  encampment  while  stopping  in  Washington ;  that 
on  the  26th  of  October  he  left  Washington  by  boat,  using  Mr.  Haines' 
pass,  and  went  to  Alexandria;  that  at  Alexandria  he  met  his  brother 
John,  living  adjoining  his  stepfather's,  and  with  him  rode  to  his 
mother's  near  Accotink ;  that  Mr.  Augustine  accompanied  him  to  Alex- 
andria to  take  his  wife  there ;  she  was  going  to  visit  some  friends  and  look 
after  their  household  goods  which  had  been  left  at  their  place  near 
Accotink,  they  having  been  driven  off  by  the  rebel  pickets;  that  he 
(Ballenger)  obtained  a  pass  from  General  Montgomery's  office  to  go  to 
Accotink,  there  being  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Joseph  Styles  who 
knew  him  and  wrote  the  pass;  that  on  Wednesday  he  visited  Accotink 
to  see  his  sister,  being  accompanied  by  a  guard;  that  he  was  no  farther 
than  Accotink,  two  miles  from  his  stepfather's,  during  his  stay  there 
except  on  one  occasion  when  he  rode  with  his  mother  and  sister  up  to 
his  brother  Charles',  about  five  miles  from  Alexandria  toward  Mount 
Vernon ;  that  on  Sunday  afternoon  he  left  his  mother's  for  his  brother 
Charles'  on  his  way  back  to  New  Jersey  where  he  proposed  stopping 
a  short  time  prior  to  his  return  to  Missouri;  that  he  stopped  at  his 
brother's  until  Monday  night  when  he  was  arrested  by  the  lieutenant  of 
Company  B,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment,  on  the  charge  of  using 
another  man's  pass;  that  he  (Ballenger)  was  a  clerk  in  the  dry  goods 
house  of  Powell,  Levy  &  Lemon,  Saint  Joseph,  during  the  time  he  was 
there;  that  Isaac  Hosea  was  clerk  for  Toole  &  Fairleigh,  dry  goods 
dealers  in  Saint  Joseph  and  came  east  to  visit  his  relatives;  that  he 
(Ballenger)  has  never  been  under  arrest  before  except  in  Saint  Joseph 
where  he  was  arrested  by  some  soldiers  one  evening  because  he  would 
not  allow  them  to  enter  the  store  of  which  he  was  clerk,  and  that  in 
this  instance  he  was  discharged  after  a  few  minutes  by  the  officer  of  the 
company;  that  he  (Ballenger)  has  no  relatives  in  the  rebel  army  to  his 
knowledge;  that  he  was  in  Saint  Joseph  until  the  day  before  he  left  for 
New  Jersey;  that  one  reason  for  his  leaving  was  the  dullness  of  busi- 
ness there,  it  being  his  intention  when  he  left  to  return  again  to  his 
situation. 

We  have  here  it  seems  a  violent  secessionist  who  no  doubt  left  liis 
situation  in  Missouri  because  his  insults  to  Federal  soldiers  had  made 
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it  too  warm  for  liiui.  Coiniug  here  and  beiug  rei'ubed  a  pass  into  Vir- 
ginia on  account  of  his  sentiments  and  antecedents  having  been  made 
known  before  him,  he  in  defiance  of  the  constituted  military  authorities 
here  crossed  the  river  into  Virginia  on  a  fraudulent  pass  and  was  hov- 
ering on  the  outside  of  one  of  the  most  vulnerable  portions  of  our 
entire  lines  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.  I  see  but  one  prudent  course  to 
pursue  in  this  case,  and  that  is  to  keej)  him  in  close  confinement  until 
the  end  of  the  war  for  the  Union  when  there  will  no  longer  be  any 
danger  in  violent  secessionists  going  at  large  on  fraudulent  passes. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Hdqks.  City  CiUAkd,  Provost-Makshal's  Office, 

Waslnngton,  J).  C,  February  5,  1^62. 

Brig.  (4eii.  A.  Poktee,  rrocont-Marslial. 

General  :  In  the  case  of  William  Oswald  Dundas,  a  i)risoner  con- 
fined in  the  Old  Capitol  Building,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Said  Dundas  was  sent  to  this  oflSce  on  the  1st  of  November  last  by 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  P.  Graham,  stationed  between  this  city  and  Bladensburg, 
Md.,  with  a  statement  that  be  had  been  in  the  habit  of  leaving  his  home 
in  the  neighborhood  on  horseback  early  in  the  evening  and  returning 
sometimes  late  at  night;  that  when  challenged  he  would  represent 
himself  as  "  officer  of  the  road,"  and  would  use  tantalizing  and  insult- 
ing language,  asking  the  sentinels  why  they  did  not  arrest  him,  &c.; 
that  the  inmates  of  the  house  where  he  lived  had  been  suspected  of 
being  secessionists,  and  that  on  previous  occasions  signals  had  been 
made  from  said  house ;  that  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  Dundas  attempted 
to  force  his  horse  past  the  sentry  challenging  him,  but  did  not  succeed 
in  so  doing;  that  on  being  delivered  by  the  arresting  sentinel  to  the 
officer  of  the  guard  Dundas  represented  himself  as  a  gentleman  of 
means  and  one  who  had  a  right  to  go  where  he  chose;  that  in  answer 
to  the  inquiry  why  he  was  always  away  from  his  home  at  night  in  the 
present  unquiet  state  of  the  country,  knowing  that  the  roads  were  lined 
with  picket  and  grand  guard,  he  said  that  he  went  to  visit  the  neighbors ; 
that  as  his  time  was  his  own  he  could  use  it  as  he  chose;  that  in  answer 
to  the  question  whether  he  was  in  favor  of  our  Government  he  said  he 
was  not;  that  he  would  never  be  with  a  Government  that  oppressed 
his  country;  that  finally  in  answer  to  the  question  whether  he  was  a 
secessionist  he  admitted  that  he  was. 

On  examination  at  this  office  on  the  1st  of  November  Dundas  stated 
that  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  and  resided  about  four  niiles  from 
Washington  on  the  old  Bladensburg  turnpike ;  that  he  was  a  farmer 
and  lived  on  a  farm  owned  by  his  mother ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  31st 
of  October  he  was  returning  from  Mrs.  Wood's,  who  resided  two  miles 
from  where  ho  did,  and  when  arriving  at  the  forks  of  the  road  he  was 
challenged  by  a  soldier  who  was  on  guard;  that  he  answered  he  wa«  a 
"resident  of  the  road,"  and  not  "officer  of  the  road,"  as  had  been 
reported;  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  ever  been  stopped  by 
the  guard  at  that  place;  that  when  he  was  brought  before  the  major 
(De  Zeng)  he  told  him  the  same  in  regard  to  himself  as  he  stated  on 
this  occasion ;  that  he  admitted  to  those  arresting  him  that  he  was  a 
secessionist  as  he  admitted  on  the  present  occasion,  but  had  never  taken 
any  part  witli  the  secessionists  against  the  Federal  Government;  that 
he  had  friends  in  the  South  but  had  no  relatives  in  the  Southern  Army; 
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that  he  had  not  written  or  received  any  communications  to  or  from  any 
of  his  friends  now  living  in  the  South  or  verbally  sent  any  communica- 
tion to  any  of  them;  that  he  would  not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States:  that  he  would  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  support  the  Confederate  States  Government  so- 
called  were  he  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  would  be  proud  to  be  called  a 
rebel  under  the  present  existing  circumstances. 

In  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  dated  January  29  Dundas  says 
that  he  told  the  authorities  of  the  provost-marshal's  ofiice  that  he  would 
not  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  does  not  see  why  a  man  should  be 
taken  from  his  family  at  night  and  be  made  to  take  an  oath  which  he 
had  taken  before — that  is  to  sup])ort  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  the  second  time.  He 
also  says  that  if  he  had  told  the  officers  he  was  a  Democrat  he  would 
have  been  taken  for  as  good  as  a  rebel,  and  consequently  he  told  them 
he  was  a  rebel  to  wind  up  his  statement  of  the  case.  Not  content  with 
this  lame  and  prevaricating  management  of  his  own  case  lie  takes  up 
the  vindication  of  a  fellow-prisoner  and  kindred  spirit  named  Isaac 
Ballenger  whom  he  has  met  with  in  prison,  and  of  whose  (iase  he  can 
know  nothing  except  Avhat  he  has  ascertained  in  secret  conclave  and 
rebel  communion  in  the  Old  Capitol.  This  Ballenger  as  will  be  seen  by 
a  report  accompanying  this  is  a  violent  secessionist  wlio  undertook  to 
cross  our  lines  into  the  rebel  States  in  a  surreptitious  manner  and  was 
only  arrested  by  the  vigilance  of  our  soldiers  on  the  outposts. 

Here  we  have  the  case  of  a  sprig  of  would-be  nobility  suspected  of 
disloyal  practices  but  claiming  to  be  "a  gentleman  of  means"  (to  use 
his  own  language)  with  a  right  to  go  where  he  pleased  night  or  day 
without  being  questioned  by  common  soldiers  on  duty.  When  chal- 
lenged by  the  sentinels  of  the  U.  S.  Army  picketed  around  the  national 
capital  day  and  night,  through  sunshine  and  storm,  the  faithful  guard- 
ians of  their  country's  honor  and  integrity,  he  has  invariably  thrown 
himself  upon  his  dignity,  insulted  them  to  their  faces  and  defied  them 
to  arrest  him. 

After  his  arrest  under  the  most  suspicious  circumstances,  relying 
upon  the  power  and  iniiueuce  of  his  ijatrimonial  wealth  acquired  from 
the  patronage  of  the  Federal  Government,  he  has  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  after  having  by  his  own  acts  compromised  his  posi- 
tion; has  acknowledged  fealty  to  the  Confederate  Government  and  has 
gloried  in  being  called  a  rebel.  All  this  has  been  done  after  plenty  of 
time  for  reflection  after  the  excitement  naturally  attending  his  arrest. 

In  his  prevaricating  note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  after  nearly  three 
months'  confinement  he  but  superciliously  insults  the  intelligence  of 
that  Department  while  calling  into  question  the  common  sense  and 
honesty  of  this  office.  He  says  that  he  does  not  see  why  a  man  should 
be  taken  from  his  family  at  night  and  be  made  to  take  an  oatli  which 
he  had  taken  before — tliat  is  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  he  is  willing  to  take  the  same  oath  again,  &c. 

It  was  under  very  different  circumstances  than  being  taken  from  his 
family  at  night  that  he  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  at  this  office.  He  here  said  nothing  about  having  previously 
taken  the  oath  even  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  a  proposition  to  have  taken  the  same  oath  again  with  tlie  "mental 
reservations"  that  he  would  be  likely  to  nuikc  would  hardly  have  been 
satisfactory. 

He  also  says  that  if  he  had  told  the  officers  |at  the  provost-marshal's 
office]  that  he  was  a  Democrat  he  would  have  been  taken  for  as  good 
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as  a  rebel  aud  he  consequently  told  them  he  was  a  rebel  to  wind  up  his 
statement  of  the  case  and  I  suppose  get  rid  of  the  plebeian  public 
servants  who  were  humbly  endeavoring  to  ascertain  his  true  relation 
to  the  Government. 

Of  course  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say  to  you  or  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War  that  we  are  not  in  the  habit  at  this  office  of  con- 
founding Democrats  and  rebels  and  that  a  man's  civil  politics  or  reli- 
gion has  nothing  to  do  with  his  examination  or  disposition  at  these 
headquarters;  and  any  full-grown  man  that  would  resort  to  such  a 
miserable  svibterfuge  and  falsehood  to  effect  his  release  does  not  deserve 
to  succeed  in  his  attempt. 

The  undertaking  of  Dundas  after  essaying  to  clear  himself  by  this 
miserable  prevarication  to  set  himself  up  as  a  court-martial  aud  coolly 
recommend  the  simultaneous  release  of  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
characters  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Building  is  too  ridiculous  to  be 
laughable  these  serious  times. 

Of  course  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  suggest  that  the  safety  of  the 
country  demands  as  a  military  necessity  that  this  pert  sprig  of  aris- 
tocracy— so  full  of  secession  venom  that  he  would  gladly  forswear  his 
foster  Government,  swear  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  and 
glory  in  being  called  a  rebel — should  be  kept  in  close  confinement  until 
the  end  of  the  war  for  the  Union.  Of  course  any  oath  that  he  would  now 
take  would  be  merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  out  of  confinement 
and  would  be  but  adding  perjury  to  treason. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  youi'  obedient  servant, 

E,  J.  ALLEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  6, 1862. 
Joseph  Ij.  Chester,  Esq.,  London,  England. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  the  information  con- 
tained in  your  confidential  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo.  Having  referred 
it  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  United  States  that  officer  has 
learned  upon  inquiring  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  clothing  con- 
tracts at  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  that  they  have  now 
no  contracts  with  the  house  of  Wethered  Bros.,  of  Baltimore,  but  that 
Colonel  Thomas,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  clothing  depot  at  Philadel- 
phia, made  a  contract  with  Charles  E.  Wethered  for  32,000  yards  of 
six-quarter  dark  blue  kersey  at  $1.69  per  yard,  which  was  completed 
on  November  21, 1861.  This  it  is  thought  by  the  Quartermaster-General 
is  probably  the  person  and  the  contract  referred  to  by  you,  and  he  pre- 
sumes that  Mr.  Wethered  had  visited  Europe  to  purchase  wool  at  a  time 
when  its  increased  price  in  this  country  bore  heavily  upon  contractors 
for  army  cloths. 

1  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Tort  Hamilton,  Neto  York  Harbor,  February  6,  1862. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 

Assf.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  (J. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  thirty-eight  prison- 
ers from  Marshal  Murray.    They  wi^re  formerly  (;onfined  I  un(lerstand 
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iu  Philadelphia.    There  aie  now  confined  in  the  fort  153  prisoners,  and 
it  is  pretty  well  filled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUKKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Treasuey  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office, 

FehrvMry  7,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  the  4th  instant  I  had  the  honor  to  inclose  certain  official 
letters  in  the  case  of  James  J.  Waddell,  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy.  I  beg  herewith  respectfully  to  submit  a  copy  of  Mr.  Waddell's 
reasons  for  abandoning  the  service.  The  original  has  been  handed  me 
by  an  officer  who  served  with  him  in  the  same  vessel  and  who  will  bear 
testimony  to  his  disloyalty. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HOBART  BERRIAN. 

[Inclosnre.  ] 

January  13,  1862. 
to  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

I  resigned  to  avoid  bearing  arms  against  my  father's  home,  my 
father's  sous  and  my  relations,  all  of  whom  are  scattered  through  the 
seceded  States,  and  to  whom  I  am  bound  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  affec- 
tion stronger  than  life  itself.  I  prefer  to  give  up  my  commission  in  the 
Navy  rather  than  incur  the  displeasure  and  risk  the  affection  of  those 
dear  ones.  I  surrender  twenty  years'  service  and  an  ample  support 
rather  than  offer  bodily  hurt  to  them.  I  therefore  cannot  take  the  oath 
offered  me.  Could  I  subscribe  to  it  why  should  I  have  resigned?  I 
am  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maryland  since  the  year 
1848  when  I  married  iu  Annapolis,  and  have  at  the  present  time  a 
wife,  a  child  and  a  little  property  there.  I  have  no  property  of  any 
kind  in  the  seceded  States.  1  am  not  hostile  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not  its  enemy.  I  venerate  the  flag, 
and  would  to  God  the  strife  it  is  now  engaged  in  was  with  a  foreign 
and  not  a  domestic  foe  that  I  might  hazard  limb  and  life  and  shed 
freely  my  blood  in  its  defense.  I  am  pained  to  feel  that  a  suspicion 
rests  upon  me  and  that  it  is  necessary  I  should  be  compelled  to  declare 
my  intention  to  remain  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  person  in  the  city  of 
Annapolis  during  this  civil  war.  If  the  Government  officials  will  [not] 
consider  me  above  suspicion  but  hold  me  a  prisoner,  a  man  of  felonious 
intent,  I  am  surely  at  their  disposition.  I  need  no  watchman,  I  need 
no  guard.  If  I  am  to  be  consigned  to  the  walls  of  a  prison  I  will  be  the 
bearer  of  the  order  to  its  keeper  and  will  deliver  my  body  to  his  care 
until  such  a  time  as  it  may  please  the  Government  to  order  my  release. 
I  simply  desire  to  be  permitted  to  occupy  the  position  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  just  as  thousands  of  men  are  to-day.    I  have  finished. 

JAMES  J.  WADDELL. 


State  of  (  )ht().  Executive  Department, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  February  7,  1862, 

Col.  W\  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Sir:  Yours  oi'  February  .'}  to  Col.   Luther   Day,  judge-advocate, 
iuauirine-  as  to  a  list  of  prisoners  at  Camp  Chase  prison  was  opened  by 


212  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,   ETC 

Governor  Tod  in  absence  of  Colonel  Day.  Groveruor  Tod  sent  me  to 
the  prison  to  see  as  to  cause  of  commitment  of  these  men,  &c.  I  found 
that  all  the  persons,  viz,  G.  A.  Davis,  Matthew  Bright,  George  T. 
Henderson,  J.  Allen  Harwood,  W.  H.  Wise,  Lewis  S.  Farrell,  A.  W. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Wigal,  "W.  H,  Peterson,  J.  B.  Smith,  G.  S.  Grove,  John  W. 
Coftinan,  John  Barneto  and  Thomas  W.  Tillman  had  been  already  dis- 
charged or  sent  away.  The  bedding,  «&c.,  at  camp  is  public  property 
but  is  all  needed  there.  There  is  none  that  can  be  sent  with  the  prison- 
ers worth  anything.  Jonathan  Whisler,  sent  there  from  Blue's  Gap, 
Va.,  as  a  military  prisoner  is  willing  to  be  discharged  on  his  parole, 
give  security  and  remain  in  Ohio  and  not  bear  arms.  He  was  a  Vir- 
ginia militiaman  and  pressed  into  the  service.  Is  a  rheumatic  man, 
and  I  am  satisfied  is  a  non-combatant  and  ought  to  be  released. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  F.  HOFFMAN, 

For  Governor  Tod. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  8, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  N.  D.  Falls  is  not  the  president  of  the  Bay  line  of  steamers. 
The  president's  name  is  Moor  N.  Falls.  There  is  an  inaccuracy  there- 
fore in  the  intercepted  letter.  The  person  alluded  to  is  no  doubt  the 
same.  I  do  not  believe  from  the  examination  I  have  made  that  he  has 
been  concerned  in  the  transmission  of  correspondence  except  as  the 
provost-marshal  is.  Open  letters  with  the  Confederate  postage  inclosed 
are  sometimes  forwarded  to  him  and  handed  by  him  to  the  provost 
messenger  on  the  steamer  to  be  delivered  to  Major-General  Wool  for 
examination  before  they  are  transmitted  to  Virginia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Alexandria,  February  9, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

To-day  the  Eev.  J.  E.  Stewart  was  arrested  in  the  pulpit  of  Saint 
Paul's  Church  in  Alexandria  for  omitting  the  prayer  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  by  your  detective  here,  Mr.  Morton.  The  omission 
of  that  prayer  occurred  in  the  same  church  in  my  presence  weeks  since. 
I  reported  the  fact  to  the  headquarters  of  the  |Army  of  the]  Potomac 
for  the  information  of  the  Government,  but  did  not  deem  it  an  act  that 
authorized  or  called  for  my  interference.  Had  it  been  a  matter  of  duty 
I  would  cheerfully  have  taken  such  measuies  as  the  circumstances 
called  for  and  will  execute  any  instructions  as  may  be  given  in  the  case, 
but  as  it  now  stands  I  conceive  my  rightful  authority  has  been  inter- 
fered with  and  the  quiet  and  police  order  of  the  city  disturbed.  May 
I  ask  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  Government's  views  in  such  cases. 
My  own  views  and  object  in  the  performance  of  duty  here  has  been  to 
win  rather  than  force  back  the  affections  and  adherence  of  Southern 
people  to  the  Constitution  and  its  blessings.  This  I  have  and  still 
believe  the  true  policy  to  reinstate  the  Constitution  in  all  its  integrity. 

W.  li.  MONTGOMERY, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Alkxandria,  FehrtKiri/  !),  Jsi;;>. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assintanl  /Secretary  of  State: 

Atteuded  cburcb  over  whicli  Reverend  Mr.  Stewart  is  pastor.  He 
omitted  to  read  prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  also  for 
Congress.  I  requested  bim  to  read  tbem  twice.  He  declined.  Ordered 
iiini  under  arrest  as  a  state  prisoner.     He  is  a  Northern  secessionist. 

S.  W.  MOETON. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  JO,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Attgustt  s  W.  Bradford, 

Governor  of  Maryland. 
Sir:  Hon.  E.  B.  Carmichael  lias  for  many  months  been  one  of  the 
prime  movers  of  disaffection  and  disloyalty  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland.  He  was  the  author  of  a  treasonable  memorial  to  the  legis- 
lature, published  and  circulated  under  his  o^^n  signature  while  holding 
a  place  on  the  bench.  His  charges  to  the  grand  juries  in  his  district 
have  been  inflammatory  and  insulting  to  tlie  Federal  Government.  He 
has  caused  military  officers  to  be  indicted  and  has  charged  grand  juries 
that  it  was  their  duty  to  find  bills  against  all  persons  who  had  given 
information  on  which  arrests  had  been  made  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Under  his  instructions  Brigadier-General  Lockwood — whose 
conduct  has  been  marked  by  the  most  prudent  and  discreet  forbearance 
in  the  execution  of  my  orders  which  have  been  by  many  regarded  as 
too  lenient — was  subjected  to  the  indignity  of  an  indictment.  This 
man  is  a  dishonor  to  the  bench.  He  is  a  dishonor  to  the  loyal  State  of 
Maryland.  I  have  forborne  to  take  any  measures  in  regard  to  him  by 
the  advice  of  gentlemen  on  the  Eastern  Shore;  but  I  believe  the  feel- 
ing is  now  nearly  unanimous  that  his  disloyal  and  vindictive  conduct 
has  been  endured  too  long.  It  was  XJroposed  months  ago  to  arrest  him 
and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Though  he  deserves  it  I  prefer  to 
have  him  sent  into  the  Confederate  States  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
insurgents  with  whom  he  sympathizes  and  whose  cause  he  is  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  promote.  He  is  unworthy  of  the  protection  of  a  Gov- 
ernment which  lie  is  laboring  to  subvert  and  he  ought  not  to  enjoy  its 
privileges.  I  think  he  should  go  where  he  will  find  congenial  associa- 
tions. In  this  matter  I  should  be  glad  to  know  Your  Excellency's 
views. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

.JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Extract*  from  proceedings  of  the  British  Imperial  Parliament,  Monday, 
February  10,  1802,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  British  subjects  in 
America. 

The  Earl  of  Carnarvon  said  he  was  anxious  to  ask  a  question  of  some 
importance  of  the  noble  earl  [KussellJ,  the  secretary  of  foreign  affairs. 
The  House  would  remember  that  on  Friday  last  he  made  some  remarks 
on  the  case  of  an  Englishman  in  America  who  had  been  taken  into  cus- 
tody and  sent  to  prison  under  the  warrant  of  Mr.  Seward.    Since  Fri. 

*  Sec  Executive  Document,  third  session  Thirty-seventh  Congress,  1862-1863, 
Vol.  I. 
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(lay  lie  hatl  received  further  information  in  reference  to  similar  cases, 
but  they  were  if  possible  worse  than  the  one  he  then  mentioned.  He 
nnderstood  that  at  this  moment  there  were  no  less  than  three  BritiLsh 
subjects  who  had  been  for  four  or  iive  months  confined  iji  Lafayette 
prison,  and  they  had  been  detained  there  without  any  charge  of  any 
sort  or  kind  having  been  made  against  them.  There  had  been  no 
inquiry  made  into  their  cases.  An  inquiry  had  been  asked  for,  but  it 
had  been  refused  unless  they  first  consented  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Now  if  that  were  so  it  was  clear  that  those  persons  had  been  ille- 
gally arrested,  illegally  imprisoned  and  illegally  detained,  and  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  moment  lost  before  clearly  understanding  the  present 
position  of  affairs.  [Hear.]  In  these  American  prisons  there  were 
confined  persons  of  every  rank  and  means  and  intelligence,  and  many 
who  had  been  brought  up  in  affluence — there  were  representatives  of 
the  liberal  professions,  of  the  bar,  the  press  and  the  judicature,  and 
many  of  the  best  classes  of  American  society.  They  had  been  arrested 
and  dragged  from  prison  to  prison  and  they  had  undergone  very  great 
hardships.  So  far  as  it  concerned  the  American  citizens  their  lord- 
ships' House  had  nothing  to  do  except  in  this  way  that  their  position 
would  throw  some  light  upon  the  manner  iu  which  British  subjects 
were  treated  iu  prison.  The  state  of  this  prison  was  very  bad.  In  it 
were  confined  twenty-three  political  prisoners,  and  two-thirds  of  them 
were  placed  in  irons.  From  this  prison  the  light  and  air  were  excluded, 
the  ventilation  was  imperfect  and  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive  and 
intolerable.  The  prisoners  were  deprived  of  the  decencies  of  life,  and 
the  water  supplied  to  them  was  foul  and  for  some  purposes  it  was  salt. 
He  had  received  these  facts  from  an  authority  which  he  could  not 
doubt,  and  he  believed  in  their  correctness. 

The  names  of  the  British  subjects  were  Charles  Green*  formerly  a 
British  merchant  resident  at  Savannah.  He  went  from  Liverpool, 
and  his  connection  with  this  country  had  been  maintained  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  for  he  had  now  a  son  residing  at  Liverpool.  The  next  person 
was  Andrew  Low,*  also  a  British  merchant  residing  at  Savannah,  and 
he  had  children  now  at  school  at  Brighton.  The  other  person  was  an 
Irish  laboring  man  who  went  out  to  America  in  October,  I860,  in  search 
of  a  relative  resident  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  troops  of  the  Federal 
Government  having  found  him  there  he  Vas  taken  into  custody  and 
the  oath  of  allegiance  having  been  tendered  to  him  and  refused  he  was 
dragged  to  a  prison  in  New  York  and  had  since  been  confined  there. 
Now  if  these  persons  had  broken  the  laws  of  the  United  States  they 
ought  to  be  brought  to  trial  and  if  they  were  found  guilty  then  let 
them  be  sentenced  according  as  the  law  directed;  but  if  they  had  not 
broken  any  law  then  they  ought  not  to  be  kept  in  prison  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  and  on  secret  charges.  He  understood  that  an  inquiry 
would  be  directed  into  the  cases  of  these  persons,  but  Mr.  Seward 
made  it  a  preliminary  condition  that  they  should  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Now  the  very  fact 
that  these  persons  would  not  do  that  served  to  show  that  they  were 
British  subjects.  He  wished  to  know  how  far  the  noble  earl  had  been 
informed  of  these  things  and  what  steps  or  measures  he  had  taken  to 
obtain  redress. 


'  See  Lyons  to  Seward,  November  16,  1861,  with  its  incloBUre,  and  Seward  to 
Lyons  in  answer  January  6,  1862,  case  of  Andrew  Low,  Mrs.  John  Low,  and  Charles 
Green,  p.  1031  et  seq. 
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F.iirl  Rnssell  snid  : 

I  coucludo  that  tbe  noble  oaii  hiis  hardly  read  tlie  papers  whlcli  Lav(!  boon  laid 
upon  the  table  of  the  House  by  command  of  Her  Majesty  for  the  noble  earl  would 
there  liave  found  a  correspondence  between  Lord  Lyons  and  Mr.  Seward  and  also 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  Lord  Lyons  on  this  subject.  The  noble  earl 
in  his  statement  seems  hardly  to  have  taken  into  account  the  very  critical  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been  placed.  In  the 
spring  of  last  year  nine  of  the  States  in  the  scheme  of  confederation  declared  war 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  In  such  circumstances  as  these  it  is 
usual  for  all  governments  to  imprison  upon  suspicion  persons  who  they  consider  are 
taking  part  in  the  war  against  thera. 

In  a  case  which  happened  not  many  years  ago,  viz,  1848,  when  there  was  a  con- 
spiracy for  the  purpose  of  overturning  the  authority  of  Her  Majesty  the  secretary 
of  state  applied  to  the  other  House  of  Parliament  for  authority  to  arrest  persons  on 
suspicion,  viz,  for  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  and  in  the  paj)er8  pre- 
sented to  Parliament  at  that  date  there  are  two  cases  in  which  the  lord-lieutenant 
of  Irelaud  had  ordered  the  arrest  of  two  American  persons;  a  complaint  was  thei'e- 
upon  made  by  the  American  Government,  and  my  noble  friend  (Lord  Palmerston),  at 
that  time  at  the  head  of  the  foreign  ofSoe,  replied  that  with  regard  to  those  persons 
the  lord-lieutenant  had  due  information  upon  which  he  relied  that  those  persons 
were  engaged  in  practices  tending  to  subvert  the  authority  of  the  crown  and  were 
aiding  practices  which  were  being  pursued  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  Those 
persons  were  never  brought  to  trial,  but  on  that  authority  they  were  arrested. 

After  this  civil  war  broke  out  in  America  complaints  were  made  by  certain  British 
subjects  that  they  had  been  arrested  upon  suspicion.  I  immediately  directed  Lord 
Lyons  to  complafn  of  that  act  as  an  act  enforced  by  the  sole  authority  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  and  especially  in  regard  to  one  of  those  persona  there 
seemed  very  light  grounds  of  suspicion  and  I  said  he  ought  not  to  be  detained.  I  am 
not  here  to  vindicate  the  acts  of  the  American  Government  for  one  or  foi  any  of  those 
cases.  Whether  they  had  good  grounds  for  suspicion  or  whether  they  had  light 
grounds  for  suspicionit  is  not  for  me  here  to  say.  If  I  thought  there  werelightgrounds 
for  suspicion  it  was  my  business  to  represent  that  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  not  my  business  to  undertake  their  defense  in  this  House.  The  Amer- 
ican minister  replied  that  the  President  had  by  the  Constitution  the  right  in  time  of 
war  or  rebellion  to  arrest  persons  upon  suspicion  and  to  confine  them  in  prison  dur- 
ing his  will  and  pleasure. 

This  question  has  been  much  debated  in  America  and  judges  of  high  authority  ha^e 
declared  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could  not  be  suspended  except  by  an  act  of 
Congress.  But  certain  lawyers  have  written  on  both  sides  of  the  question ;  and  I  have 
recently  received  a  pamphlet  in  which  it  is  laid  down  that  the  meaning  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States  is  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  can  be  suspended  on  the  sole 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  question  itself  was  brought 
before  Congress  and  a  resolution  was  proposed  that  there  should  be  no  arbitrary 
arrests  except  with  the  sanction  of  Congress.  But  it  was  contended  that  it  was  part 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  President  and  a  large  majority  decided  that  the  question 
should  not  be  discussed  and  thereby  left  the  President  to  act  for  himself.  So  much 
for  the  power  given  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  acts  which  the  Secretary  of  State  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  President  has  authorized  as  to  the  arrest  of  British  subjects  as  well  an 
American  subjects,  I  am  not  here  to  defend  those  arrests,  but  I  certainly  do  con- 
tend that  it  is  an  authority  which  must  belong  to  some  person  in  the  Government  il 
thev  believe  that  persons  are  engaged  in  treasonable  conspiracies  in  the  taking  part 
as  spies  or  in  furnishing  arms  against  the  Government.  I  believe  that  in  regard  to 
many  of  the  cases  of  arbitrary  authority  that  power  was  abused.  I  believe  that  not 
only  with  regard  to  persons  arrested  but  in  the  courses  pursued  there  was  unneces- 
sary suspicion,  but  I  do  not  find  that  in  any  case  there  has  been  any  refusal  to  allow 
British  consuls  at  places  where  convenient  to  hear  the  cases  of  those  persons  or  when 
a  statement  was  made  by  the  British  minister  that  Lord  Lyons  was  slow  in  represent- 
inif  the  case  to  Mr.  Seward.  Lord  Lyons  represented  to  me  that  these  cases  took  up 
a  great  part  of  his  time  and  he  was  anxious  to  investigate  every  one  of  them. 

Noi  can  I  say  that  Mr.  Seward  has  refused  at  any  time  to  listen  to  those  com- 
plaints He  has  always  stated  that  he  had  information  upon  which  he  could  depen.l 
that  these  persons  were  engaged  in  treasonable  practices  against  the  Government  ol 
the  United  States.  That  being  the  question,  the  noble  earl  states  upon  his  own 
authority  that  the  arrests  are  illegal  and  that  the  persons  are  kept  in  prison  illegally . 
But  that  is  more  than  I  can  venture  to  say.  I  can  hardly  venture  to  say  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  not  the  power,  supposing  persons  are  engaged  in 
treasonable  conspiracies  against  the  authority  of  the  Government,  to  keep  them  in 


216  PEISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

iniaon  witliont  bringing  tbcju  to  trial;  and  it  would  require  a  strong  rtenial  of  tho 
authority  of  the  law  officers  of  the  United  States  before  I  could  prosunio  to  sn y  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  not  that  power. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  cases  which  the  noble  earl  has  relerred  to  I  am  unable 
to  say  whether  or  not  some  of  those  persons  may  not  have  been  engaged  in  these 
conspiracies.  We  all  know  that  during  the  time  in  which  the  United  States  have 
been  divided  there  has  been  much  sympathy  shown  in  this  country  on  one  side  and 
on  the  other;  souk;  liave  shown  a  strong  sympathy  for  the  North  and  some  for  the 
South.  [Hear,  hear.]  With  regard  to  some  of  those  cases  I  have  stated  I  thought 
the  circumstances  were  such  that  it  was  quite  evident  that  theyhad  not  been  engaged 
in  any  conspiracy.  There  ivas  one  gentleman  who  happened  to  be  a  partner  in  a 
firm,  and  the  other  partners  had  great  connections  with  the  South.  It  was  true  that 
the  firm  had  strong  Southern  sympathies,  but  the  gentleman  himself  was  a  firm  sup- 
porter of  the  Government  of  the  Union.  It  was  the  mere  circumstance  of  letters 
being  sent  to  his  partner  which  induced  his  arrest.  I  thought  that  a  most  arbitrary 
and  unjust  proceeding.  [Hear.]  Mr.  Seward  said  he  thought  the  circumstances 
■were  enough  to  induce  suspicion ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  there  was 
no  ground  for  suspicion  that  gentleman  was  released. 

An  innocent  person  being  arrested  and  confined  for  several  days  in  prison  was 
undoubtedly  a  great  grievance,  and  one  for  which  he  was  entitled  to  compensation; 
but  beyond  the  right  to  complain  and  beyond  the  constant  remonstrances  of  Lord 
Lyons,  the  British  minister,  in  every  such  case  I  do  not  hold  that  the  circumstances 
warrant  further  interference.  I  believe  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  allude  had  stated 
that  he  expected  his  own  friends  would  procure  his  release.  The  noble  lord  men- 
tioned three  cases.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  cases  the  noble  lord  would  mention. 
But  with  regard  to  Mr.  Green  this  is  the  statement  he  made  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber :  "I  desire  no  action  to  be  taken  by  my  friends  in  England  in  consequence  of  ray 
arrest.  Lord  Lyons  has  represented  my  case,  and  it  will  receive  investigation  in 
due  time.    Meanwhile  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  this  fort." 

There  have  been  other  cases  of  arrest  and  imjjrisonment  under  circumstjinces 
involving  considerable  hardship.  There  have  been  many  cases  of  arbitrary  impris- 
onment without  trial ;  and  these  cases  of  arbitrary  imprisonment  have  taken  place 
under  a  Government  which  is  engaged  in  a  civil  war-,  perhaps  one  of  the  most  seri- 
ous and  formidable  in  which  any  country  was  ever  engaged.  Eight  or  wrong,  it  is 
not  for  us  to  decide;  but  we  must  admit  that  all  the  means  that  have  been  used  by 
civilized  nations  in  warfare  against  each  other  are  open  to  the  Americans  in  this 
case.  With  respect  to  the  particular  cases  I  believe  that  to  whatever  cause  it  may 
be  owing — whether  owing  to  the  novelty  of  the  case  in  North  America  or  to  the 
inexperience  of  persons  who  are  not  conversant  with  the  carrying  out  of  affairs,  or 
whether  it  is  this  that  arbitrary  power  can  never  be  safely  intrusted  to  any  one 
without  being  abused — to  whatever  cause  it  is  owing  I  believe  there  will  ever  be 
many  cases  of  abuse  of  such  power.     [Hear,  hear.] 

But  in  every  case  where  a  British  subject  is  arrested  and  a  reasonable  case  is 
made  out  for  him  I  shall  be  ready  to  instruct  Lord  Lyons  to  bring  the  case  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Lord  Lyons  has  never  been 
wanting  in  his  duty.  [Hear,  hear.]  He  has  I  think  shown  himself  a  vigilant 
British  minister  in  that  resjject ;  and  I  trust  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  these 
cases  have  been  neglected  by  the  Government  of  this  country,     [Hear,] 


Department  of  State,  Washinf/ton,  February  11, 186S. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  MS. 

General:  Your  letter  of  tLe  8tli  instant  relative  to  Mr.  N.  D.  Falls 
lias  been  duly  received  and  I  tliank  yon  for  tlie  information  wliich  it 
contains. 

I  am,  general,  vour  obedient  servant, 

VflLLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Office  of  Commissaky-Geneeal  of  Prisoners, 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  Fehrtiary  11,  1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  1  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
the  28th  ultimo  and  1  beg  leave  to  say  m  reply  that  lu  answer  to  my 
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inqi'.iries  as  to  tlie  facts  and  circniiistauces  comiecitecl  with  the  arrest  of 
certain  prisoners  confined  at  Camp  Chase  to  whom  1  rel'erred  in  my  let- 
ter to  the  Adjiitant-General  of  the  loth  ultimo  1  have  been  informed  by 
direction  of  Governor  Tod  of  Ohio  that  all  of  them  had  been  already 
discharged  at  his  receipt  of  my  letter.  I  am  not  informed  by  what 
authority  the  discharge  was  made,  though  I  judge  it  was  not  made  by 
order  of  the  Governor  as  his  private  secretary  went  out  to  Camp  Chase 
to  inquire  for  the  men.  The  following  are  their  names,  viz:  G.  A. 
Davis,  Matthew  Bright,  (Jeorge  T.  Henderson,  J.  Allen  Harwood,  W.  H. 
Wise,  Lewis  S.  Farrell^  A.  W.  Jones,  J.  W,  Wigal,  W.  H.  Peterson,  J. 
B.  Smith,  G.  S.  Grove,  John  W.  Coifman,  John  Barneto  and  Thomas 
W.  Tillman.  From  those  it  was  my  intention  to  select  the  most  favora- 
ble cases. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Lieut.  Col.,   U.  S.  Army,  Commissary- (reneral  of  Prisoners. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  12,  J802. 
His  Excellency  David  Tod,  Governor  of  Ohio. 

GovERNOK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
note  of  the  28th  ultimo  introducing  General  George  W.  Morgan  and 
requesting  the  Department  to  consult  freely  with  him  relative  to  pris- 
oners confined  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  also  to  have  your  duties  in 
the  premises  defined  and  pointed  out.  In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  Department  sometimes  desires  to  take  the  advice  of  gen- 
tlemen of  known  character  and  standing  in  regard  to  the  cases  of 
prisoners  confined  at  different  military  posts  in  the  country  so  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  may  act  intelligently  and  for  the  best  interests  of 
all  concerned.  Governor  Dennison  was  kind  enough  to  perform  these 
duties  for  a  time  at  Camp  Chase,  and  when  his  term  of  oflftce  as  gov- 
ernor expired  the  Secretary  sent  to  you  not  as  a  duty  but  as  an  act  of 
kindness  to  him  and  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  if 
he  should  have  occasion  to  make  similar  requests  in  the  future  he  will 
endeavor  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  service  required  in  each  case  in 
the  communication  to  you  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant,  _ 

'  F.  W.  SEWAPJ), 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Alexandria,  Va.,  Febnuiry  13, 1862. 
Hon.  "William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  titate. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  .vith  your  request  I  respectfully  submit  to  you 
the  following  report  of  the  arrest  of  a  secessionist  on  Sunday  last  in 
this  city  whose  arrest  and  subsequent  release  by  order  of  General 
Montgomery  occasioned  considerable  excitement. 

The  Eev.  J.  R.  Stewart,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  offtciating  at  Saint 
Paul's  Church,  has  long  been  notoriously  known  in  this  city  as  an  open 
and  avowed  secessionist,  denying  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  recognizing  that  of  the  (so-called)  Confederate 
States  and  of  Bishop  Meade  who  has  seceded.  He  has  habitually  refused 
to  read  the  prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  established 
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l)y  tlic  antlioiity  of  the  church  iiud  only  omitted  to  prayfor  Jeff.  Davis 
aud  his  Governiuent  (as  he  avowed  to  his  congregation  one  week  before) 
because  they  (the  church)  were  so  peculiarly  circumstanced.  His  con 
gregation  is  made  up  almost  wholly  of  rebel  citizens  of  Alexandria,  well 
known  for  their  habitual  mockery  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and  their 
insolent  bearing  towaid  Union  citizens  and  U.  S.  soldiers. 

Learning  tlie  truth  of  these  statements  beyond  a  question  I  attended 
Saint  Paul's  Ohurch  on  Sunday  morning  and  when  Stewart  omitted  to 
read  the  prayer  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  required  by 
the  church  service  I  arose  and  respectfully  requested  him  to  do  so. 
He  paying  no  attention  to  my  request  I  again  requested  him  to  read 
the  prayer  with  the  same  result.  Immediately  Captain  Farnsworth,  of 
the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  who  was  present  aud  to  me  an  entire 
stranger,  arose  and  demanded  that  he  should  read  the  prayer.  Still 
refusing  Captain  Farnsworth  ordered  his  sergeant  to  arrest  and  take 
him  to  the  quarters  of  Colonel  Farnsworth,  of  the  same  regiment,  which 
order  was  immediately  executed.  Fearing  a  collision  between  the  con- 
gregation and  the  military  present  I  immediately  directed  Captain 
Farnsworth  to  hold  him  only  as  a  state  prisoner  subject  to  your  order. 

After  arriving  at  the  headquarters  of  Colonel  Farnsworth,  Stewart 
sent  for  Brigadier- General  Montgomery,  military  governor  of  the  city, 
who  soon  called  in.  At  the  request  of  General  Montgomery  Stewart 
was  delivered  to  his  custody  and  was  not  long  after  by  him  discharged 
from  arrest  I  am  informed  unctmditionally. 

This  arrest  I  believe  was  approved  aud  applauded  by  the  Union  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria  and  by  the  military  officers  here  with  scarcely  an 
exception. 

In  this  connection  I  deem  it  proper  for  me  to  attempt  to  give  you 
some  correct  idea  of  the  condition  of  things  in  this  city  and  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  abuses  (as  they  seem  to  me)  which 
are  practiced  almost  constantly.  There  are  a  large  number  of  secession 
sympathizers  resident  here  who  openly  aud  defiantly  boast  of  being 
secessionists  and  avow  their  disposition  to  aid  the  rebels  all  in  their 
power  and  to  do  us  all  the  harm  they  can.  Many  of  them,  especially 
the  females,  are  in  the  practice  of  insulting  the  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  denouncing  our  flag  and  the  authority  which  upholds  it.  Yet 
these  people  are  freely  granted  passes  to  go  to  and  fro  to  Washington 
aud  wherever  else  they  desire  by  the  military  authorities. 

The  divisions  of  Generals  Heintzelman,  Sumner  and  Franklin  are 
within  from  two  to  four  miles  of  Alexandria,  and  many  of  the  men  of 
those  di^asions  are  obliged  to  visit  here  constantly  to  procure  their 
letters,  supplies,  express  matter,  &c.  Two  regiments  of  troops  are 
quartered  in  Alexandria,  yet  in  all  parts  of  the  city  may  be  found  the 
vilest  of  whisky  dens  and  rum  holes  and  other  vile  places  of  corrupt 
debauch  to  demoralize  the  soldiers,  carrying  on  their  trades  not  only 
without  opposition  but  with  (many  of  them)  absolute  protection.  In 
consequence  the  streets  leading  from  the  city  toward  the  camps  of  those 
divisions  are  almost  constantly  filled  witli  staggering,  drunken  soldiers, 
poisoned  and  rendered  unfit  to  serve  their  country  in  this  trying  hour; 
their  money  filched  from  them,  the  Army  disgraced  and  weakened,  and 
all  under  the  eye  and  protection  of  military  officers  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

Under  this  state  of  things  I  have  no  doubt  that  Alexandria  is  made 
a  rendezvous  by  rebels  and  a  depot  whence  information  and  corre- 
spondence is  obtained  and  constantly  kept  up.    Bebels  who  are  in  active 


SUSPECTED    AND   DISLOYAL    PERSONS.  219 

corrtispondence  and  close  league  with  the  enemy  have  been  ariested 
and  passes  from  high  military  functionaries  found  upon  them. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  suggest  the  great  importance  to  the  cause  of 
the  Union  that  more  stringent  measures  should  be  adopted  and  a  wiser 
policy  pursued  in  the  military  administration  of  the  aflairs  at  this  point. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  MOETON. 
Special  Government  Affent. 


New  York,  Fehruary  IS,  18(12. 
F.  W.  Sewarb,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 
Sir: 

»  *  *  *  »  *  * 

P.  S. — Allow  me  to  observe  that  there  are  over  160  prisoner.s  now  in 
Frn-t  Lafayette,  a  number  too  large  l)y  fifty.     Some  steps  ought  lo  be 
taken  to  reduce  the  number. 
Yours,  &c., 

S.  ('.  HAVVLEY. 


Department  of  State,  Washinf/ton,  Febritari/  Jo',  1N02. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Sarbor. 
Colonel  :  Will  you  please  transmit  to  this  Department  a  list  of  all 
the  persons  received  and  held  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette  and 
Fort  Hamilton  other  than  prisoners  of  war  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1861,  with  a  statement  showing  when  and  on  whose  order  they  were 
severally  received,  when  and  on  whose  order  any  of  then\  were  trans- 
ferred to  any  place  of  detention  or  discharged,  and  especially  designating 
such  as  now  remain  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  and  Fort  Hamilton 
aforesaid'? 

I  am,  colonel,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAllD. 

(Same  mutatis  imitandis  to  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston; 
Maj.  Gren.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Maj.  Gen.  John 
E.  Wool,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va,.;  Col.  G.  Loomis,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.; 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington;  Col.  V. 
Bausenweiu,  Camp  Chase,  Ohio;  provost-marshal,  Cairo,  111.;  Capt. 
George  E.  Leightou,  provost-marshal.  Saint  Louis,  Mo.) 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  Fehruary  IS,  1862. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  Eeferring  to  my  note  of  the  4th  of  December  last  relative 
to  the  alleged  maltreatment  of  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Louisa 
Agnes  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  the  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation of  yesterday  addressed  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  on  that  subject. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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[Incloaiii'i'.l 

Navy  Depaktment,  Washington,  February  12,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  the  4th  of  December  last 
tlie  Department  wrote  for  statements  from  the  officers  of  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Susquehanna  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  captain  of  the 
English  schooner  Louisa  Agues,  seized  for  a  violation  of  the  blockade. 
The  statements  have  just  been  received,  and  are  herewith  submitted 
with  a  letter  from  Flag  OfQcer  Du  Pont  dated  the  28th  ultimo.  Will 
you  please  return  them  when  j'ou  shall  have  no  further  use  for  them? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

(ilDEON  WELLES. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  1.] 

Flag-Ship  Wabash, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  January  28,  18(12. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Sir:  On  the  return  to  this  port  of  the  Susquehanna  from  blockading 
duty  1  called  the  attention  of  Oaptain  Larduer  to  the  subject  of  the 
treatment  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  English  schooner  Louisa 
Agnes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  iuclose  communications  from  Captain  Larduer, 
Lieutenant  (Commanding)  Bankhead  and  Lieutenant  Weaver. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  DU  PONT, 
Flag  Officer,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Sub-iiiolofliire  No.  2.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  January  24,  ]8()2. 
Flag  Officer  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Conidg.  South  Atlantic  Block.  Squadron,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  a  dis- 
jiatch  from  the  Navy  Department  of  December  11  referring  to  the 
treatment  of  the  master  and  crew  of  the  English  schooner  Louisa 
Agnes  together  with  extrac*;  from  Lord  Lyons'  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  an  extract  from  the  affidavit  of  the  master,  to  which  my 
attention  is  called. 

Captain  Chauncey  who  commanded  this  ship  at  the  time  was  detached 
soon  afterward.    From  the  senior  lieutenant,  Bankhead,  now  in  com- 
mand of  the  Pembina,  I  inclose  a  statement  of  the  treatment  and  con- 
dition of  the  men;  also  one  from  Lieutenant  Weaver,  of  this  ship. 
Vevv  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  LAKDNEK, 

Captain. 

[Sub-inclosure  No.  3.] 

U.  S.  Steamer  Susquehanna, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  January  24,  1802. 
Capt.  James  L.  Lardner, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Susquehanna,  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  request  of  this  day  I  have  to  state  that  the 
master  of  the  schooner  Louisa  Agnes  was  received  on  board  this  ship 
on  the  10th  day  of  September,  18G1.    He  (Eobert  Nicholson,  master  of 
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the  schooner  Louisa  Agnes)  was  furnished  with  bedding  and  a  ham- 
mock and  took  his  meals  in  one  of  the  messes  of  the  crew  of  this  ship 
where  he  was  treated  as  a  member  of  said  mess.  The  said  Nicholsoi: 
would  not  have  been  received  in  any  officers'  mess  as  his  personal  con- 
dition was  filthy  and  ragged  in  the  extreme. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WEAVER, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Navy. 

[Sub-inclosare  No.  4.] 

TJ.  S.  GtTN-BOAT  Pembina,  Port  Boyal,  January  25,  1862. 
Oapt.  James  L.  Lardnee, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Steamer  Susquehanna. 

SiK :  In  answer  to  your  request  to  furnish  you  with  the  particulars 
as  to  the  treatment  of  the  captain  and  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Louisa 
Agnes  while  on  board  of  the  Susquehanna,  of  which  ship  I  was  first 
lieutenant,  I  have  to  state  that  the  said  captain  and  men  after  having 
been  transferred  from  the  Cambridge  were  both  messed  and  berthed. 
He,  the  said  captain,  was  recognized  by  several  of  the  crew  as  having 
served  on  board  a  U.  S.  vessel  of  war  in  the  capacity  of  seaman  at 
some  previous  time. 

His  personal  appearance  and  want  of  cleanliness  was  such  that  I  did 
not  feel  justified  in  berthing  him  in  the  steerage  where  I  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  putting  men  of  his  class  while  on  board  of  the  Susque- 
hanna. A  ration  was  issued  for  himself  and  the  two  men,  and  a  place 
assigned  on  the  forward  orlop  deck  (under  a  sentry's  charge)  for  their 
effects.  He  was  treated  as  well  as  the  crew  of  the  ship  and  quite  as 
well  as  I  judged  from  his  manners  and  appearance  he  had  any  reason 
to  expect. 

While  the  said  captain  and  two  men  were  on  board  of  the  Susque- 
hanna none  of  them  were  put  in  irons  or  in  any  manner  deprived  of 
their  personal  liberty,  but  were  treated  with  all  the  consideration  which 
men  in  their  situation  were  entitled  to. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BANKHEAD, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


FoET  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  February  13, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sie:  There  are  now  about  170  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette.  I  have 
to  request  that  immediate  orders  may  be  given  that  no  more  be  sent  to 
that  post.  I  have  to  request  if  the  good  of  the  service  will  permit  that 
some  designated  portion  of  the  above  prisoners  be  sent  to  Fort  Colum- 
bus or  Fort  Warren. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Executive  Order,  No.  1,  Relating  to  Political  Prisoners. 

War  Department,  Washington,  February  14,  1862. 
The  breaking  out  of  a  formidable  insurrection  based  on  a  conflii^t  of 
political  ideas  being  an  event  without  precedent  in  the  United  States 
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was  necessarily  attended  by  great  confusion  and  perplexity  of  the 
public  mind.  Disloyalty  before  unsuspected  suddenly  became  bold, 
and  treason  astonished  the  world  by  bringing  at  once  into  the  field 
military  forces  superior  in  number  to  the  standing  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Every  department  of  the  Government  was  paralyzed  by  treason. 
Defection  appeared  in  the  Senate,  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  in 
the  Cabinet,  in  the  Federal  courts ;  ministers  and  consuls  returned 
from  foreign  Countries  to  enter  the  insurrectionary  councils  or  land  or 
naval  forces ;  commanding  and  other  officers  of  the  Army  and  in  the 
Navy  betrayed  our  councils  or  deserted  their  posts  for  commands  in  the 
insurgent  forces.  Treason  was  flagrant  in  the  revenue  and  in  the  post- 
office  service  as  well  as  in  the  Territorial  governments  and  in  the 
Indian  reserves. 

Not  only  governors,  judges,  legislators  and  ministerial  officers  in  the 
States  but  even  whole  States  rushed  one  after  another  with  apparent 
unanimity  into  rebellion.  The  capital  was  besieged  and  its  connection 
with  all  the  States  cut  off. 

Even  in  the  portions  of  the  country  which  were  most  loyal  political 
combinations  and  secret  societies  were  formed  furthering  the  work  of 
disunion,  while  from  motives  of  disloyalty  or  cupidity  or  from  excited 
passions  or  perverted  sympathies  individuals  were  found  furnishing 
men,  money  and  materials  of  war  and  supplies  to  the  insurgents'  mili- 
tary and  naval  forces.  Armies,  ships,  fortifications,  navy-yards,  arsenals, 
military  posts  and  garrisons  one  after  another  were  betrayed  or  aban- 
doned to  the  insurgents. 

Congress  had  not  anticipated  and  so  had  not  provided  for  the 
emergency.  The  municipal  authorities  were  powerless  and  inactive. 
The  judicial  machinery  seemed  as  if  it  had  been  designed  not  to  sustain 
the  Government  but  to  embarrass  and  betray  it. 

Foreign  intervention  openly  invited  and  industriously  instigated  by 
the  abettors  of  the  insurrection  became  imminent  and  has  only  been 
prevented  by  the  practice  of  strict  and  impartial  justice  with  the  most 
perfect  moderation  in  our  intercourse  with  nations. 

The  public  mind  was  alarmed  and  apprehensive  though  fortunately 
not  distracted  or  disheartened.  It  seemed  to  be  doubtful  whether  the 
Federal  Government  which  one  year  before  had  been  thought  a  model 
worthy  of  universal  acceptance  had  indeed  the  abiUty  to  defend  and 
maintain  itself. 

Some  reverses  which  perhaps  were  unavoidable,  suffered  by  newly 
levied  and  inefficient  forces,  discouraged  the  loyal  and  gave  new  hopes 
to  the  insurgents.  Voluntary  enlistments  seemed  about  to  cease  and 
desertions  commenced.  Parties  speculated  upon  the  question  whether 
conscription  had  not  become  necessary  to  fill  up  the  armies  of  the 
United  States. 

In  this  emergency  the  President  felt  it  his  duty  to  employ  with 
energy  the  extraordinary  powers  which  the  Constitution  confides  to 
him  in  cases  of  insurrection.  He  called  into  the  field  such  military  and 
naval  forces  unauthorized  by  the  existing  laws  as  seemed  necessary. 
He  directed  measures  to  prevent  the  use  of  the  post-office  for  treason- 
able correspondence.  He  subjected  passengers  to  and  from  foreign 
countries  to  new  passport  regulations  and  he  instituted  a  blockade, 
suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  cor})us  in  various  places  and  caused 
persons  who  were  represented  to  him  as  being  or  about  to  engage  in 
disloyal  and  treasonable  practices  to  be  arrested  by  special  civil  as  well 
as  military  agencies  and  detained  in  inilitavy  custody  when  necessary 
to  prevent  them  and  deter  others  from  such  practices.    Examinations 
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of  such  cases  were  instituted  and  some  of  the  persons  so  arrested  have 
been  discharged  from  time  to  time  under  circumstances  or  upon  condi- 
tions compatible  as  was  thought  with  the  public  safety. 

Meantime  a  favorable  change  of  public  opinion  has  occurred.  The 
line  between  loyalty  and  disloyalty  is  plainly  defined.  The  whole 
structure  of  the  Government  is  firm  and  stable.  Apprehension  of 
public  danger  and  facilities  for  treasonable  practices  have  diminished 
with  the  passions  which  prompted  heedless  persons  to  adopt  them. 
The  insurrection  is  believed  to  have  culminated  and  to  be  declining. 

The  President  in  view  of  these  facts  and  anxious  to  favor  a  return 
to  the  normal  course  of  the  administration  as  far  as  regard  for  the 
public  welfare  will  allow  iirects  :hat  all  political  prisoners  or  state 
prisoners  now  held  in  military  custody  be  released  on  their  subscribing 
to  a  parole  engaging  them  to  render  no  aid  or  comfoit  to  the  enemies 
in  hostility  to  the  United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  War  will,  however,  in  his  discretion  except  from 
the  effect  of  this  order  any  persons  detained  as  spies  in  the  service  of 
the  insurgents  or  others  whose  release  at  the  present  moment  may  be 
deemed  incompatible  with  the  public  safety. 

To  aU  persons  who  shall  be  so  released  and  who  shall  keep  their 
parole  the  President  grants  an  amnesty  for  any  past  offenses  of  treason 
or  disloyalty  which  they  may  have  committed. 

Extraordinary  arrests  will  hereafter  be  made  under  the  direction  of 
the  military  authorities  alone. 

By  order  of  the  President: 

EDWLSr  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Newport  Baeracks,  Ky.,  February  14, 1862. 
Oapt.  J.  B.  Fey, 

Assistayit  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  to-day  five  more  prisoners  were 
sent  here  by  Colonel  Warner,  Eighteenth  Kentucky  Yolunteers,  and 
are  now  confined  here  for  safe-keeping,  viz : 

Benjamin  Hayden,  charged  "  with  aiding  and  abetting  Jenkins  and 
the  Adamses  in  their  eftbrts  to  raise  a  company  of  men  to  burn  the 
bridges  on  the  Kentucky  Central  Eailroad;  also  harboring  and  organ- 
izing recruits  for  the  rebel  army,  concealing  arms  and  supplying  them 
therewith,"  &c.  John  Hayden,  son  of  the  said  Benjamin,  charged  with 
same  offenses  as  the  father.  Nelson  Yarber,  charged  with  being  the 
"  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  organization  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle;"  also  with  "procuring  arms,  powder,  &e.,  and  distrib- 
uting them  to  persons  pledged  to  resist  the  action  of  the  State  and 
aid  the  present  rebellion;"  and  also  with  "encouraging  persons  to 
enlist  in  companies  for  the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes  and  to 
intimidate  by  every  possible  means  the  loyal  men  of  his  neighborhood." 
Kichard  Hull,  charged  with  being  "a  very  desperate  character,"  who 
has  been  "carrying  a  U.  S.  musket  for  some  months,"  and  "proclaimed 
])ublicly  a  purpose  to  use  it  for  the  destruction  of  Union  men;"  also 
that  "he  has  been  making  himself  a  terror  to  all  loyal  men  of  his  neigh- 
borhood." Alexander  Webster,  charged  with  having  "  once  started  to 
ioin  the  rebel  army,"  but  "was  captured  and  brought  back  and  subse- 
quently released  after  which  he  committed  a  rape  on  the  wife  of  a  sol- 
dier, and  fled  to  Owen  County  for  protection." 

1  also  report  that  David  Kinman,  sent  here  a  lew  days  since  and 
reported  by  me  as  confined  here,  it  now  appears  from  a  letter  from 
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Colonel  Warner  iiddressed  to  me  was  sent  here  by  mistake,  he  being 
"  a  deserter  from  Captain  Johnson's  company."  He  has  accordingly 
been  released  and  returned  to  Colonel  Warner  in  charge  of  one  of  his 
officers  sent  here  for  him. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  SANDERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Fifteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  15,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  introduce  Mr.  L.  C.  Baker,  who  has  been  employed 
by  the  State  Department  in  the  detective  service  and  Avho  so  far  as 
known  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a  manner  highly  acceptable.  In 
consequence  of  Executive  Order,  No.  1,  dated  February  14,  this  Depart- 
ment has  no  further  need  of  his  services.  He  is  commended  to  your 
favorable  consideration  as  a  capable  and  efficient  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  15,  18()2. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter*  from  H.  Dunn, 
a  special  agent  of  the  Government  employed  at  House's  Point,  in  which 
he  reports  the  seizure  and  detention  of  bonds  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  to  the  nominal  value  of  $7,000  together  with  other  property  iu 
transitu  for  supposed  disloyal  purposes.  Under  the  order  (No.  1)  of  the 
War  Department  dated  February  14  the  disposition  of  matters  of  this 
nature  is  transferred  to  the  War  Department  and  the  functions  of  Mr. 
Dunn  as  special  agent  of  the  State  Dejiartment  are  terminated. 

He  has  been  instructed  to  deliver  this  letter  iu  person,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  in  this  connection  of  commending  him  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment as  an  efficient,  competent  and  laborious  officer,  whose  discharge  of 
his  duties  so  far  as  known  has  been  eminently  satisfactory  to  this 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


HEAD(iUAK.TERS,  Fort  ColumbuH,  February  15,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
received  and  held  in  confinement  at  this  post  other  than  prisoners  of 
war  since  March  4, 1861,  agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  13th  instant 
received  this  morning.  There  are  neither  political  prisoners  nor  prison- 
ers of  war  now  at  this  post.  The  last  detachment  (sixteen  left  behind 
sick)  were  sent  to  Fort  Warren  January  28  ultimo. 
Very  re8])ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  LOOMIS, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 

*Not  iucloscil. 
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Names. 

When 
received. 

■When 
dis- 
charged. 

Transferred. 

Remark 

■When. 

■Where. 

Thomas  Shields  » >  >  • 

1861. 
Sept.   13 

...do.... 
...do  .... 

1861. 

1861. 
Oct.     30 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

Citizen   of 
more,  Md. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Citizen    of 

ware. 

Do. 

Do.. 

Haiti- 

William  HcKo  wen 

Oct.       5 
...do  

Bergamin  F.  McOawley . . 

George  Xhompsou 

John  Wilkina 

...do  .... 

Oct.     30 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

...do.... 
...do.... 
..  do.... 
...do.... 
...do  .... 

Oct.       5 

Sept! '24' 
Oct.      5 

A.  Williamson 

Patrick  Crohan 

Oct.     30- 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

James  Camphell 

David  H.  Lucchesi 

Fort  Wanen,  Mass 

Alexander  Conner 

...do.... 
. .  do 

Oct.      5 
do 

yrederick  Tollenback. . . . 

Patrick  Conway 

...do...- 

...do  .... 

(ieorge  A.  Appleton 

David  Suniniers 

do 

Oct.     30 
do 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

do 

.  .do 

Michael  J .  Grady 

...do  .... 

...do 

do 

do 

Jehu  L.  liouldin 

...do.... 

...do  .... 

George  Summera 

...do 

Oct.      5 
...do  .... 

Samuel  Davidson 

...do  .... 

George  Goaswell 

do  ... 

do    ... 

Dennis  Kelly 

...do 

Sept.  24 
Oct.      5 

Philip  Cassidy 

...do  .... 

£x- Police  Marshal  Sane 

Oct.     11 
Oct.    27 
...do 

Oct.     30 
. .  .do 

Fort  Warren,  Mass 

do 

K.  H.  llifffier 

W.  F.  McKewen      . 

do 

do     .    .  .-. 

Robert  Renwick 

...do  .... 

...do  .... 

do 

do 

do 

Robert  Rao 

do 

do      . 

Charles  D.  French 

...do ' 

...do 

Thomas  B.  Giles 

do      .  1 

do 

do            

Dela- 

Josenli  Sacon        ...  .... 

do 

do.... 

do 

S.  B.  Prost 

...do  .... 

...do.... 

do 

Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 
Fort  Monroe,  February  16,  1862.     (Eeceived  19th.) 
Hon.  William  H.  Se^vvard,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  13th  instant  in  relation 
to  "persons  received  and  held  in  confinement  at  Fortress  Monroe  other 
than  prisoners  of  war  since  the  4th  of  March,  1861,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  there  are  no  records  at  these  headquarters  whereby  such 
information  can  be  obtained  previous  to  my  assuming  command  on  the 
17th  of  August,  1861. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1861,  I  received  from  Majior-General  Dix 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following-named  prisoners 
arrested  in  Baltimore:  S.  T.  Wallis,  George  W.  Brown,  Henry  M. 
Warfield,  William  G.  Harrison,  Charles  H.  Pitts,  Leonard  G.  Quinlan, 
T.  Parkin  Scott,  Kobert  M.  Denison,  Lawrence  Sangston,  Henry  May, 
Koss  Winans,  F.  Key  Howard,  John  Hanson  Thomas,  Andrew  A. 
Lynch  and  Thomas  W,  Hall,  jr.* 

On  the  23d  of  September,  1861,  Mr.  Ross  Winans  was  released  by  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  his  renewing  the  parole  which  he 
had  given  on  a  previous  arrest.  On  the  24th  of  September  the  remain- 
der of  these  prisoners  were  forwarded  by  direction  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Scott  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

•  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  667,  et  seq.,  for  the  arrest  of  the  members  of  the  Mary- 
land legislatnre. 
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In  addition  to  the  above-named  prisoners  Charles  K.  Gallagher,  of 
North  Carolina,  taken  on  board  the  brig  H.  C.  Brooks  Augnst  29, 
1861,  off  Hatteras  by  Commodore  Stringham's  forces  was  retained  as 
a  prisoner  at  Fort  Monroe  from  August  30  until  January  25,  1862,  when 
he  was  released  and  permitted  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  on  his  parole. 

The  above  list  comprises  all  the  prisoners  indicated  in  your  commu- 
nication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 


Headqttaeteks,  Baltimore,  February  17,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
13th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  prisoners  other  than 
prisoners  of  war  received  at  Fort  McHeury  since  the  4th  of  March  last. 
A  large  number  of  these  prisoners  were  discharged  subsequently  to 
their  transfer  irom  Fort  McHenry  to  other  places  of  detention,  and  I 
have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  designate  them  as  I  suppose  the  evi- 
dence of  all  such  discharges  is  in  the  State  Department.  Mr.  Malcolm 
Ives  is  regarded  as  a  prisoner  of  war  and  is  not  included  in  the  list. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- Oeneral. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Report  of  political  prisoners  taken,  released  and  remaining  since  Maroh  4,  1861,  at  Fort 

McBenry,  Md. 


Kame. 


Dateofcon- 
{     finement. 


liesidence. 


JobQ  Merryman i  May  25, 1861 

Eichard  F.  Moran '  June  25, 1861 

Geo.  P.Kane '  Jun627,18Cl 

Timothy  Corbett i  June  19, 1861 1 

I'red'k  EUenbrook !  June  29, 1861 1 

Nathaniel  Stephens 1 do 1 

K  H.Alvey i....do 1 

Willianj  H.  Gatchell  ..iJuly   1,1861  ! 

Jolin  W.  Davis ' do I 

Charles  Howard ! do | 

Charles  D.  Kinks do J 

Alouzo  Welch ; do i 

James  T.  Caulk j do 

Samuel  Ogle  Tilghman   July 
Dr.  Edward  .Johnson..  July 

Thomas  C.  Fitzpatrick.l do 

James  Clayton ; do 

JohnL.Hebh '....do 


3, 1861 
8, 1861 


Hichard  Thomas  Zar-  ^ do 

Tona.  j 

Eugeno  Higgins L...do 

G.  W.  Alexander i  July  12, 1861 

JohnH.  Cnslck ! do 


Baltimore  County. 

Baltimore,  Md 

...do 

Pikesville,  Md 

Baltimore,  Md 

Pikesville,  Md.... 

Baltimore,  Md 

do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do  

...  do 

...do 

....do 

Great  Mills,  Saint 

Mary's  County, 

Md. 


How  disposed  of. 


Baltimore,  Md. 


James  E.  Murphy. 

Samuel  H.  Lyon , 

Chas.  M.  Hagelin 

Harry  Welmore 

Clinton  James 

Alexander  W.  Ward. . 


J.  C.  Deaver 

Fred.  H.  Bussell. 


do 

....do 

Jnlv  21, 1861 
July  30, 1861 
Aug.  3,1861 
Aug.   6,1861 


Woodville,  Md... 
Baltimore,  Md — 
do 


....do 
....do 
....do 

First 


....do.... 
Aug.  6, 1861  I 


officer  of 
steamer  George 
Weems. 


Transferred  to  civil  authority. 
Released  on  oathof  .lUe^ianco  July  16, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Sept.  11, 1861. 
Keloascd  on  parole  of  honor  July  9, 1861. 
Kelcased  on  oath  of  allegiance  J  uly  11, 1861. 
Beleased  on  parole  of  honor  June  29, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  July  29,  1861, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Keleased  on  parole  of  honor  July  6,  1861. 
Beleased  July  9, 1861. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  parole  of  honor  July  6, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Julv  29, 1861. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath  of  allegiance  July  16, 1861. 
Beleased  on  parole  of  honor  J  uly  IS,  1861. 


Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861, 

Beleased  on  parole  of  honor  July  26,  1861, 

Escaped  Sept,  7, 1861, 

Sent  to  Fort  Lafayotto  July  29,  1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  parole  Aug.  6, 1861. 
Beleased  on  oathofallegianue  Aug.  6,  1861. 
Beleased  on  oath  of  allegiance  Aug.  6, 1861 . 


Beleased  on  oath  of  allegiance  Aug.  14, 1 861. 
Beleased  Ang.  17, 1861. 
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Name. 


Jonah  OrriaoB. 


James  G.  Davidson, 
liobert  Drano 


Arthur  Dawson. 


MahloD  Myers 

James  "W.  Daniel 

John  W.  Selby 

John  Charles Korrls.. 

Albert  Brnmmcl 

John  E.  Gwynn 

Benj.  Egclestone 

Dennis  Kelly 

Frank  Key  Howard . . . 

T.  Parkin  Scott 

AVilliam  G.  Harrison. 

Andrew  A.  Lynch 

Charles  H.  Pitts 

L.  G.  Quinlan 

Henry  May 

Thomas  W.  Hall,  jr. . . 

H.M.Wai-field 

J.  Hanson  Thomas 

S.  T.AVallis 

Lawrence  Sangston . . . 

Ross  AVinans 

George"W.Brown 

Sobert  M.  Denison 

William  W.  Glenn 

J.  J.  Heckart 

J.W.Maxwell 

J.  U.Dennis 


P.  r.  Kasin 

G.  W.  Landing. 


Date  of  con- 
Unement. 


Aug.  13, 1861 


.do. 
.do. 


.do. 


....do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

Aug.  20, 1861 
Aug.  21, 1861 


Sept.  13, 1801 
do 


Kesidence. 


....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

..-.do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Sept.  15, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 

do 

...do 


How  disposed  of. 


.do- 
.do. 


Sept.  25, 1861 
Oct.  16,1861 
do 


Henry  E.  Johnson 

■William  F.  McKewen . 

K.H. Bigger 

Bobert  Kenwick i do 

J.  C.  Stovin ! do 

George  Julius do 

Isaac  G.  Mask do 

Charles  D.  French do 

Samuel  J.  Sharpe !  Oct.     5,1861 

Frederick  T.  Sharpe do 

Thomas  J.  MoKaie 

Dr.  Charles  Macgill 

Thomas  B.  Giles 

Joseph  Bacon 

John  S.  Bacon 

S.B.Frost 

Robert  Bae 

Robert  "W.  Rasin 


John  Leavy. 

■William  O'Keefe 


Oct.  18,1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
Oct.   23,1861 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Oct.  17,1861 
Oct.  26,1861 
Sept.  6,1861 


Sept.  6,1861 


Sept.  6,1861 
Sept.  10, 1361 


Michael  Fitzgerald 

John  Cremen 

Martin  BruEgy 

■William  J.  EUis  ... 

Thomas  Dailey | 

James  Harker ! 

Robert  ■Ware : 

John  G.  Grove [Nov.    4,1861 

R.  C.  Holland '....do 


S.  J.  M.  P.  Broadwater. 


Fmanucl  C.  ■Wade. 


Thomas  Parlett 

Thomas  Mortimer. 

James  Martin 

Samuel  T.  Leech.. 
■William  F.Engle.. 
Jonah  Potterfleld. 


-do. 


Nov.    6,1861 

Nov.    5,1861 
Nov.    8,1861 

....do  

Nov.  13, 1801 

....do 

do 


Edward  C.  Cottrell....  Nov.  14.1861 

I 
I 


Loudoun  Countj', 

Va. 
....do 

Fairfax    County, 
Va. 

Loudoun  County, 
Va. 

....do 

....do 

Baltimore,  Md 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Baltimore,  Md 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

..-.do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

...do I 

Fort  Deposit,  Md  . 

Elkton,Md ! 

Somerset  County,  I 
Md.  ; 

Kent  County,  Md. I 

■Worcester  County , ' 
Md. 

Baltimore,  Md 

...do 

....do j 

do { 

Cumberland.  Md. . } 

Ha  gerstowD ,  Md . . 

Baltimore, Md  .... 

....do ! 

....do 

....do 

Cumberland,  Md 

Hagerstown,  Md 

Delaware 

....do 

-...do 

....do 

Baltimore,  Md.. 

....do 

....do , 

.--.do 

-.--do 

...do  

-...do 

....do  

-...do 

....do 

...do 


Dorohestor,  Md... 
Snow  Hill,  'Wor. 

cester    County, 

Md. 
Baltimore  County, 

Md. 


Baltimore,  Md — 
...do 

Sandy  Spring,  Va. 


Harper's  Ferry,  Va 
Princess    Anne, 
Somerset  Coun- 
ty, Md. 


Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Sept.  11, 1861. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Aug.  16, 1861. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  13, 1 861. 
Released  Aug.  30, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Sept.  U,  1861. 

Do. 
Sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Sept.  14, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Sept.  14, 1861. 
(Editorof  Exchange.)  Released  Dec.  2, 1861. 
Sent  to  Annapolis  Sept.  18, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Released  Oct.  9, 1861,  on  parole  of  honor. 
Sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25, 1861. 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  Nov.  14, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayett*  Dec.  2, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Oct.  18, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  25, 1861. 
Released  Oct.  6, 1861. 

Do. 
Released  Oct.  22, 1861. 
Transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  Oct.  6, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y., Oct. 25, 1861. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Oct.  29, 1861, 
Sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  IJ.  Y.,  Oct.  25, 1861. 

Do. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  7, 1861. 
Released  Sept.  7, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  7, 1861. 
Released  Sept.  7, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  7, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  17, 1861. 
Released  Sept.  17, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Sept.  17, 1861. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Nov.  26, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861. 
Sent  to  General  IJix  on  his  parole  of  honor 
Nov.  16,  1861. 

Released  on  parole  Nov.  8, 1861. 

Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Nov.  14, 1861 . 
.Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Nov.  14, 1861. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Nov.  29, 1861. 
Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861. 

Do. 
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Kama. 


Date  of  con- 
finement. 


Besidence. 


(Jharles  R.  Coleman Nov.  16, 1861  ,  Baltimore,  Md. . 

CliailesH.P.Coe '  Nov-.26,1861   

Isaac  B.  Gibson Not.28,18611 

A.  W.  Habersham ;  Deo.    3, 1861 1  Annapolis,  Md. . 

John  T\'.  Davis Dec.    4, 1861  |  Baltimore,  Md  . . 

liichard  Harde-sty ' do 

Beuj.  T.  Gimtor j  Dec.  12,1861 


Charles     Hanner,    or    Dec.  21, 1861 
Krengle. 

William  T.  Wilson do 

Lawrence  T.Johnson..  Dec.  23, 1861 


Dr.  S.  Brown , 

J.  P.  Swain 

E.  H.  McCubbin... 

Wm.  Gross 

J.  L.  Colem.m 

I.  H.  Weaver 

T.  C.  Fitzpatrick. 

J.  R.Ku8sell 

H.  Steering 

P.  O'Brien 

J.  Smith 

A.  Thompson 

W.  Perry 

Kobert  Hall 


Deo.  30,1861 
Jan.  20,1862 
....do 


do 

....do 

....flo 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

.--.do 

Jan.  31,1862 


North  am  pton 
County,  T  a. 


Northampton 
County,  Va. 


Baltimore,  !Md — 
do 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do- 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Bow  disposed  of. 


Released  on  oath  of  allowance  Nov.  19, 1861. 

Sent  to  Tort  Lafayette  Dec.  2, 1861. 

Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Jan.  2, 1862. 

In  confinement  at  the  post. 

Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Jan.  2, 1862. 

Released  Dec.  20, 1861. 

In  confinement  at  the  post. 

Released  on  oath  of  allegiance. 

Sent  to  Tort  Lafayette  Jan.  2, 1862. 
Released  on  oath  of  allegiance  Jan.  29, 1862. 

In  confinement  at  the  post. 

Sent  to  Fort  Lafavette  Jan.  31, 1862. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


W.  W.  MOEEIS, 

Colonel  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


FOET  McllENRY,  Md.,  February  16, 1862. 


Fort  Hamilton,  Neiv  YorTc  Harbor,  February  17,  1862. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  yoii  will  receive  papers  containing  information  ordered 
by  you  in  your  letter  of  tlie  13tli  instant.  I  had  but  little  else  to  guide 
me  except  my  own  judgment  in  designating  those  prisoners  who  were 
not  prisoners  of  war.  The  lists  may  therefore  want  more  or  less  cor- 
rection at  the  Department  of  State.  There  are  now  (assumed  by  me) 
at  Fort  Lafayette  llli  prisoners  of  war  and  51  prisoners  other  than 
prisoners  of  war;  total,  163.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  Avere  no  pris- 
oners at  Fort  Lafayette  until  the  22d  of  July,  1861.  There  have  been 
no  prisoners  of  war  or  state  kept  at  Fort  Hamilton. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKB, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

List  of  prisoners  other  than  prisoners  of  war  discharged  from  Fort  Lafayette,  New 
■  York  Sarbor,  between  July  23,  1861,  and  February  17,  ISGi'. 


Name. 

Confined. 

Discharged. 

When. 

By  whom. 

When. 

By  whom. 

PurocUM.  Qiiillen 

Dr.  Edward  Johnson 

T  C  Fitznatrick      

July  22, 1861 
Aug.  1,1861 
do 

General  Scott     .     ... 

Aug..  7  1861 

Genorfil  Scott 

General  Dix 

do 

Sept.  17,  1861 
An?.  19. 1861 

Secretary  of  State. 
G  eneral  Scott. 

Charles  M.  Hagolin 

....do  

do lOctT  24,1861 

Secretary  of  State. 
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List  of  prisoners  otiier  than  prisoners  of  war  discharged,  <f-c. — Continued. 


Name 


Confined. 


I 


Wheu. 


I 

Eiilwrt  Mure I  Aug.  11, 1861 

Thomas  S.  Serrill Ang.  18, 1801 

Pierce  liutler I  Aug.  20,1861 

Louis  de  Bebiaii L . .  do 

George  ililes Aug.  22, 1861 


John  Garnett  Guthrey  -  - 

James  G.  Berrct 

David  Cenaa 

SamuelJ.  Anderson 

William  Patrick 

Ellis  B.  Schnabel 

tFriali  Harrold 

H.  L.  Revnolds 

Frank  E.  "Williams 

Beqjamln  F.  Grove 

J.  G.  llabming 

Henry  A.  Reeve 

James  Chapin 

Edward  B.  Wilder 

Algernon  S.  Sullivan... 

G.  X.  Bowne 

James  W.  Wall 

E.  R.  Walker 

Marcus  C.  Stanley 

B.  F.  Corlics 

Benjamin  Egglestone  -  -  ■ 

James  McMaster 

Moses  Stannard 

Daniel  Cory 

Leonard  Stnrtevant 

George  A.  Hubbell 

JolinBatcmiin 

James  il.  Ilaig 

Tliomas  Maddox 

Heury  May 

E.Payne 

J.W.Packard 

Barriller  Morsley 

John  B".  Parr 

R.  H.Stanton 


By  whom. 


Secretary  of  State. 

do 

Secretary  of  W  ar  . 

do.. 

Secretary  of  State . . 

Aug.23,1861  do 

Aug.25,1861   do , 

Aug.  20. 1881  do 

Aug.  27, 1801 1 do 

Aug.  28, 1861 1  Secretary  of  AVar  - 
Aug.  29, 1861  Heoretarvof  State. 
Aug.  30, 1861 1 do  ." 


Sept.  1,1801 

do 

....do 

Sept.  a,  1861 
Sept.  2,1801 
Sept.  5, 1801  i 
Sept.  7, 1801  i 
Sept.  8,1861 ! 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  11, 1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 

do 

Sept.  13, 1861 

do 

Sept.  16, 1861 

do 

....do 

Sept.  19, 1861 
Sept.  20, 1861 
Sept.  21, 1861 
Sept.  23, 1861 
Sept.  24, 1861 
Sept.  26, 1861 
Oct.  5, 1861 
Oct.  13,1861 
Oct.  28,1861 
Oct.  31,1861 
Nov.    5,1801 


Dischargetl. 


When. 


George  Forrpster -do 

James  II.  Hall do 

Isaai^Nelsou do 

William  Hunt ....do 

Beiii.imin  [F.]  Thomas.. .i do 

AVilliam  M.  Gwin |  Nov.  18, 1861 

Calhoun  Benham ' do 

J.  L.  Brent |....do 

Maurice  Mayer Nov.  19, 1861 

1>.  C.W.Hipp Nov.  22, 1801 

W.  H.Suydam Nov.  23, 1801 

W.  P.  Converse do 

U.  L.  Hayden Nov.  26, 1801 

W.  M.  Abell ^<'„;,- ■-„;.■,- 

J.W.  Pinckney Nov.2D,1861 

Jacob  A.  Appley ---.do    ...... 

Thomas  Mortimer Dec.    d,  ISbl 

Jauics  Martin .do  . . . . . . . 

Thoma.s  Newman Dec.    7, 18bi 

C.  C.  Rogers Dec.  20,1801 

T.S.Kogers Deo.  20,1801 

J.E.Hawlev Dee-  28,1861 

William  T.  Wilson Jan.    3,1862 

Timothy  Conovan Jan.  21,l80.i 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 


Edward  English 

Joseph  Parker 

Francis  Collohan 

James  Smith ■ 

Alfred  Johanseu 

Daniel  B.  Harrington. 
George  J.  MahlS 


do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  War 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  War 

Secretary  of  State 

, do 

General  Scott 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

, do 

, do 

Brig.  Gen .  Charles  W. 
Hill,  Comdg.  Oliio 
Yols.,  Camp  Chase. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Secretary  of  State 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

General  Dix 

do 

Secretary  of  St.ate 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Colonel  Brown,  I'.  S. 
Army 


Oct.  17,1861 
Sept.  6,1861 
Sept.  24, 1861 
Oct.  4, 1861 
Oct.     3, 1861 

....do 

Sept.  14, 186] 
Sept.  4,1861 
Oct.  11,1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Oct.  24,1861 
Sept.  18.1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Sept.  7,1861 
Oct.  8, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Oct.  5, 1861 
Oct.  17,1861 
Oct.  14,1861 
Oct.  21,1861 
Sept.  24, 1861 

do 

Oct.  19,1801 
Sept.  21, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Oct.  23,1861 
Oct.  14,1801 
Oct.  21,  IS61 
Sept.  27, 1861 
Sept.  26, 1861 
Oct.  2, 1861 
Oct.  26,1861 
Oct.  3, 1861 
Oct.  11,1861 
Oct.  14,1861 
Oct.  21,1861 
Oct.  29,1801 
Feb.  16, 1862 
Dec.  26, 1861 


Dec.    7, 1861 

....do  

....do  

....do 

....do 

Dec.    2, 1861 

....do  

....do 

Nov.  22, 1861 
17,  1861 
16, 1861 

2. 1861 

2. 1862 

....do 

Dec.  17, 1861 

do 

Jan.  22, 1802 

....do 

Jan.  10.1802 
Feb.  li),  1862 
Jan.    1,1862 

.:..do 

Jan.  25,1862 
Jan.  26,1802 


By  whom. 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
-do. 
.do. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 


...do 

...do , 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Feb.    6,1862 
Jan.  25,1862 


Secretary  of  State. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Secretary  of  War. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Secretary  of  State. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.1 

Ligf  of  jrrisoners  other  than  prisoners  of  war  transferred  from  Fort  Lafaijetlc  to  Fort 
Columhus  and  Fort  Warren. 


Kame. 


Confiued. 


Transferred. 


By  whom. 


When. 


General  Dix do  . 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


EdwardSeymouiEuggles' July  22, 1861    General  Scott Oct.   30,1801 

E.  H.  Alvey I  Aue.l,  1861 

John  H.  Cusick I do  * 

JohnW.  Davis ; do* .' 

William  H.Oatchell !....do* I 

Charles  Howard ! do  * I 

Samnel  H.Lyon i do* ! 

James  £.  Humphrey  or  ' do* ' 

Murphy.  j  | 

Austin  E.  Smith Aug.  2, 1861 

John  Williams .--■*■*  ^r,^. 

Charles  Kopperl 

Jerome  R.  ;6arher. . . 

D.  C.  Lowher 

Samuel  H.Eakius..  _     _    _ 

Capt.  Robert  Tansill I  Aug.  28, 1861 

Lient.  T .  S.  Wilson ' do 

Midshipman  H.  B.  Clai-    do 

borne. 

Hilary  B.  Ceuas do 

Eichard  S.  Treeman 
J.  A.  doLagnel 


-do. 
-do. 
-do  . 
.do. 
.do  . 
-do. 

.do do  . 

Aug.  11, 186]  I  Secretary  of  State ' do  . 

Aug.  18, 1861  do ....do. 

Aug.  24, 1861 1  Secretary  of  War ' do  . 

Aug.  25, 1861  i  Secretary  of  State ! do  . 

Aug.26,ia61  do '....do. 

""  Secretary  of  the  Navy.' do. 

do do. 

do do. 


Where. 


Lient.  W.H.  Ward. 


Robert  Elliot 

Midshipman  A.  D. 
Wharton. 

C.J.Faulkner , 

John  K.  Millner 

George  P.  Kane 


Bethel  Burton. 


.do. 


Aug.  31, 1861 !  Secretary  of  State . 
Aug.  30, 1861    Secretary  of  War . . 


Aug.  31, 1861 

Sept.  7,1861 
Sept.  8,1861 

Sept.  9,1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 


.do. 


William  H.  Winder Sept.  14, 1861 

Ben.jamin  F.  Longlev Sept.  15, 1861 

F.  Wyatt ".....    Sept.23,18ei 

William  Gilchrist do 

Cyrus  F.  Sargent Sept.  24, 1861 

W.E.  Salmon do  . 

J.  H.  Gordon do  . 

C.  J.  I)nrant do  . 

Andrew  Kessler do  . 

W.  E.AIillcr do. 

Thomas  J.  Claggett do  . 

Bernard  Mills do  . 

J.Lawrence  Jones do. 

J.  M.  Brewer do  . 

John  J.  Hecliart ' do 

James  W.  Maxwell I do 

George  W,  Landing ' do 

Philip  F.  Easin i....do 

E.G.Kilboum '• do 

James  Maddox ........do 

C.  S.Morehead I  Sept.  25, 1861 

E.T.Dunett I.. ..do 

M.  W.Barr do I 

George  W.  Brown Sept.  26, 1861 1 

S.  Teackle  Wallia do | 

Henry  M.  Warfield do I 

Charles  H.  Pitts ....do i 

T. Parkin  Scott ....do 

Lawrence  Saugston do i 

J.  Hanson  Thomas do t 

William  G.  Harrison do I 

Leonard  G.  Quinlan do I 

EobertM.Denison do ! do 

r.  Key  Howard do I do 

Andrew  A.  Lynch ■ do ' do 


Secretary  of  theNavy . 


....do. 
....do. 
....do. 


..do. 


Secretary  of  War do  . 

Secretarj- of  the  Navy do  . 


Secretary  of  War. . 
Secretary  of  State. 
General  Scott 


.do. 


Secretary  of  War. . . 
Secretary  of  State. . 

do 

do 

General  Scott 

M^ur-Goneral  Dix  . 
do 


...do 

....do 

Oct.   11,1861 

Oct.   30,1861 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do  . 

do  . 

do, 

do. 

do  . 

do  . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

General  Scott., 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do , 


Thomas  W.flall.jr do 

Henry  K.  Stevens Oct.     2, 1861 

Bei^tamin  P.  Loyall do 

Walter  E.  Butt  do 

Dr.  Chas.Macgill Oct.     5,1861 


...do. 
.l....do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do  . 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 

.do. 
|....do. 
I — do . 
I. ...do. 
'....do. 
....do. 
!....do. 
'....do. 
'.-..do. 
!....do. 
'....do. 
I. ...do. 
'....do. 
I. ...do. 
....do. 
....do. 
'.--.do. 
i....do. 
'....do. 
'....do. 
'....do. 

-do ; do. 

Secretary  of  the  Navj' do. 

do do. 

do do  . 

Major-GeueralBank3.;....do  . 
'About. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston 
Harbor. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Fort  Columbus,  New 

7ork  Harbor. 
Fort   Warren,  Boston 
Harbor. 
Do. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fort  Columbus,   New 
York  Harbor. 
Fort   Warren,  Boston 
Harbor. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dc. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  231 

lA8t  of  prisoners  other  than  prisoners  of  war  transferred,  <J-c. — C!ontliiued. 


Name. 

Confined. 

TranHferroil. 

"When. 

By  whom. 
Secretary  of  State 

dn 

AVhen. 

Where. 

■W.E.  ■Wright 

Oct.     5, 1861 
....do 

Oct.  30,1861 
do 

Fort  Warren,  Boston 
Harbor. 
Do. 
Do. 

Tin 

W.  E.  Kearney 

J.T.McFeal 

do   ..                  do 

dn 

J.  W.Ofrlfflth 

do 1 dn 

do 

Auderaou  McDowell 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

Do. 

William  Griibbs 

do 

do 

Do 

J.  AV.  Robards 

do 

....do 

Do. 

F.M.  Crow 

do 

do 

Do- 

H.  G.  Thurber 

do 

do  . 

Do 

S.  H.Wooldridge 

do 

....do 

Do. 

G.  P.Pressy 

L.  S.  Holsclaw 

do 

do 

Do 

do 

...  do  

Do 

Josepli  Back 

do 

....do 

Do. 

Alfred  Da  Costa 

Oct.   11,1801 
Oct.    10,  1861 
Oct.   12,1861 
Oct.   14,1861 
Oct.   18,1861 

..-.do 

....do  

do 

....do 

Do. 

Capt.  Alichael  Berry 

do 

do 

Do. 

A.  K.  Cart«r 

C.H.  Tyler 

Isaac  G.  Mask 

General  Dix 

General  Scott. 

....do 

do     

Do. 
Do. 

General  Dix 

do 

Do. 

Lieut.  H.  H.  Dalton 

William  M.  Page,  sur. 

geon. 
James  E.  Lindsay,  assist- 

anl  surgeon. 

JobuG.  Sbaver 

"VV  illiain  I'eirce 

Secretary  oftheNavy. 
do 

....do 

do 

Do. 
Do. 

....do  

do 

....do  

Do. 

Oct.  21.1861 
Oct.  22,1861 
Oct.  23,1861 
Oct.    24,1861 
Oct.  23,  i861 
Oct.   25,1861 
Nov.  10, 1861 
Nov.  19, 1861 

Secretary  of  State  — 
do 

....do 

do      

Do. 
Do 

Francis  D.  Flanders 

do 

do 

Do. 

Sichard  Jeffries 

Joseph  E.  Flanders 

Lieut  H  L.  Shields 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 
Secretary  of  State.... 
do 

....do 

...do 

.do 

Do. 
Do. 
Do 

MatthewF.  llaury 

Ai>])letim  Oaksmith 

do 

Nov.  17, 1861 
Deo.  19, 1861 

Do. 

do 

Do. 

Martin  Bueke, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding. 


FOKT  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  February  18,  1862. 
Hou.  WiLLiAivi  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
13th  instaut,  and  in  comphance  with  your  Instructions  I  herewith  inclose 
a  list  of  prisoners  confined  in  this  tort  on  the  17th  of  February;  also  a 
list  of  those  released  prior  to  the  17th  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 
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[IncloBure.] 

List  of  2>risonera  of  state  held  in  oustody  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Marbor,  Mass.,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1862. 


Kame. 


E.H. Bigger Baltimore.  11(1 


Hesiilenco. 


George  "V.'ni.  Brown  — 

J.  K.  Barber 

M.'NV.Barr 

M.  Berry 

James  Brown 

B.  Burton 

Thomas  J.  Claggett... 

E.  M.  DcDisou 

A.Ba  Costa 

C.  J.  Durant 

Parker  H.  FrencL 

r.  D.Flanders 

J.E. Flanders 

K.  S.  Freeman 

W.U.Gatchell 

J.  II.  Gordon 

Charles  Green 

Charles  Howard 

William  G.  JIarriaon . . 
Thomas  W.  Hall,  jr. . . 

J.  L.  Jones 

George  P.  Kane 

E.  G-TBLilbourn 

J.  K.  Milbler 

B.Mills 

Charles  Mac-Kill 

"William  F.  McKewen. 

P.F.Easin 

A.  E.Smith 

T.  P.Scott 

Thomas  Shields 

J.H.Thomas 

William  H.  Winder 

F.  Wyatt 

S.T.Wallis 

H.  M.Warfield 

F.K.  Howard 

Samuel  H.  Lvon 

William  T.Glasaell...- 

A.M.  De  Bree 

John  D.  Sudcndorf. .... 


.    Late  Providence,  La. 
-]  Louisville,  Ky 


New  Orleans,  La 

Brooklyn.  N.  T 

Petersville,  Md 

Pikesville,  Md 

New  Orleans,  La 

Lconardtown,  Md  - . . 

Kentuckv 

Halone,  K.  T 

do 

Macon,  Ga 

Baltimore,  Md 

Cumberland,  Md 

Savannah,  Ga 

Baltimore,  Md 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Pierceland,  Md 

Danville,  Ta 

Freedom,  Md 

Hagerstown,  Md 

Baltimore,  Md 

Keuncdyvillo,  Md  . . 
Saa  Francisco,  Cal. . 

Baltimore.Md 

do 

do 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

do 

Baltimore,  Md 

do 

do 

do 

Alabama 

Norfolk,  Va 


When 
arrested. 


Oct.  10,1861 

Sept.  13, 1861 
Aug.  17, 1801 
Sept.  19, 1861 
Oct.  8, 1861 
Nov.  14, 1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Sept.  13. 1861 
Oct.  7, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Nov.  6,1861 
Oct.  22, 1861 

....do 

Aug.  9,1861 
July  1,1861 
Sept.  17, 1801 
Nov.  9,1861 
July  1,1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 
do 


June  27, 1801 
Sept.  19, 1801 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1801 
Oct.  1,1861 
Oct.  15,1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Aug.  2,1861 
Sept.  13, 1801 
Sept.  7,1861 
Sept.  13, 1801 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  20, 1861 
Nov.  13, 1861 

....do 

....do 

July  13, 1861 
Dec.  4,1861 
Dec.  4, 1861 
Oct.     8, 1861 


Kemarks. 


Transferred    from    Fort    Lafayette 
Nov.l,  )86L 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Transferred   from   Fort   Lafayette. 
Has  not  common  sense;  it  is  rec- 
ommended that  he  be  discharged. 


PERSONS  TAKEN  FKOM  MERCHANT  VESSELS  FOK  VIOLATING  THE  BLOCKADE. 


Edward  Baum. 


J.  A.  Douglass 

R.  S.  Grissons 

E.C.Myatt 

J.  F.Newton 

S.  Y.  Newton 

Ed.O'Neil 

C.A.Shackleforrt 

E.Silicru 

George  Van  Amringe . . , 

"William  St.  George 

Charles  Keene 


Jos6  English. 


Currituck,  N.C. 


Edenton,N.  C 

New  Hanover  Co., N.C, 

Chavloston,  S.  C 

New  lIanoverCo.,N.C, 

do 

Currituck,  N.  C 

Beaufort,  K.C 

Currituck,  N.  C 

AVilmington,  N.C 

do 

New  Tort 


Ship  Island . 


Sept.  9,1801 


....do 

Aug.  10, 1801 
Sept.  4,1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 

Sept.  9,1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  9,1861 
Oct.     9, 1861 

....do 

Nov.  14, 1861 


I 


Taken  ,at  Hatteran,  N.  C,  by  order 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Seaman  on  board  frigate  Roanoke; 
declared  he  would  no  longer  Ber\-o 
under  the  flag  of  tho  United  States. 
Recommend  that  ho  bo  tried  by 
Navy  court-murtial  or  he  ox. 
changed. 
Anesied  at  Ship  Island,  Miss,  (a 
susi)eoted  spy ) .  He  appears  to  be 
a  common  fisherman. 
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List  of  prisoners  of  state  confined  at  Fort  Warren  and  released  prior  to  February  17, 1862. 


Name. 


George  A.  Appleton . 


11.  H.  Alvey 

Jehu  L.  Bouldin . 


James  Bacon 

J.  Back 

George  W.  Barnard . 

J.  C.Brain 

J.  M.  Brewer 

Cbarles  Barkley 

11.  S.  Bunker 

F.ai.Crow 


Kesidence. 


When 
arrested. 


Baltimore,  Md 

Hagerstown,  Md. . 


Laurel,  Del 

Marion  County,  Ky . 

New  Berne,  N.  C 

Nashville,  Tenn  — 

Cumberland,  Md 

Charleston,  S.  C 


A.E.Carter  .... 
John  "W.  Davis  . 


Floydshurg,Ky. 

Baltimore,  Md.. 
do 


Sept.  7,1861 
June  18, 1861 


Sept.  23, 1861 
Sept.  8,1861 
Aug.  18, 1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Aug.  2,1861 


Louisville,  Ky  . 


B.T.  Barrett 

George  Eustis 1  New  Orleans,  La . 

Samuel  H.  Eakins | 

Eobert  Elliot 

C.J. Faulkner Virginia 

M.J.Grady ]  Baltimore,  Md... 

J.W.  Griffith I  Oldham,  Ky 


■William  Grnbbs.. 
Thomas  B.  Giles  . 


Sept.  24, 1861 

Oct.  10,1861 
July   1,1861 

Sept.  19, 1861 

Nov.    8,1861 


Peter  Ecilly 

William  Gilchrist 

J.  J.  Heckart 

Charles  Kopperl 

Andrew  Kcssler 

William  E.  Kearney . 
Andrew  Low 


Madison  County,  Ky. 
Laurel,  Del 


Philadelphia,  Pa.. 


Aug.  12, 1861 
Sept.  7,1861 
Sei)t.24,1861 


do 

Oct.  21,1861 


Carroll  County,  Miss. 

Jefferson,  Md 

Clarke  County,  Ky . . . 
Savannah,  Ga 


Bemarks. 


D.  C.  Lowbor \  New  Orleans,  La. 


B.  r.  Longley... 

A.  A.  Lynch 

W.E.  Miller.... 

J.  W.  Maxwell  . 
C.H.  Miirchead.. 

Isaac  G.  Mask.. 

M.  F.Maury  — 

J.T.McFeal..-. 


A.  McDowell  . 
J.  M.  Mason* . 


do 

Baltimore,  Md- 

Elkton,  Md  . . . . 

do 

Kentucky 


Baltimore,  Md 

New  Orlo,",ns,La 

Harrodsburg,  Ky 


Floydsburg,Ky.. 
Virginia 

*  See  p.  1070  et  seq.,  for  case  of  Mason 


!5ept.20,lB01 
Sept.  24, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Sept.  24, 1861 
Nov.    3,1861 

Aug.  23, 1861 

Sept.  11, 1861 

July  13,1861 

Sept.  18, 1861 

Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  19, 1861 

Oct.  17,1861 

Nov.   7,1861 

Sept.  23, 1861 


Sept.  24, 1861 
Nov.    8,1861 


Eeleased  Jan.  16, 1862,  to  report  to 

General  Dix. 
llcleased  Jan.  6,  1862. 
Released  Nov.  26,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  3,  1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  28, 1861 ;   took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  30, 1861 ;   took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Feb.  10,  1862;  took  oath  not 

to  enter  States  in  insurrection. 
Released  Dec.  22,  1861;  paioled  for 

thirty  days. 
Turneil  over  to  Marshal  Murray,  of 

New  York,  Jan.  20, 1862. 
Released  Nov.  11, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  28, 1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Do. 
Released  Due.  23,  1861,  thirty  days' 

parole. 
Released  Doc.  9,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Rele.ised  Jan.  1,1862,  by  order  Secre- 
tary of  State. 
Released  Nov.  6,  1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  7,  1861;  took  oath  of 

.allegiance. 
Released  Dec.  9,    1861 ;  thirty  days 

parole. 
Released  Dec.  4.  136J ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  28, 1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Do. 
Released  Nov.  4,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  6, 1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1861 ;  took  oath  not 

to  enter  any  St&tes  in  insurrection. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released   Feb.  4,    1862;    to   be  ex- 
changed ior  Hugh  Watson. 
Released  Deo.  20, 1801;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  28,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Feb.,  1862;  on  parole  for 

sixty  days,  to  report  to  General  Dix 

dfiilv. 
Released  Jan.  10,  1862;  tuok  oath  to 

leave  United  States  within  iiftcen 

days. 
Released  Nov.  27, 1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Jan.  4,  1862;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  on  parole  for  thirty  days, 

to  report  to  General  Dix. 
Do. 
Released  on  parole  Jan.  6, 1802,  until 

further  orders. 
Released  Jan.  10, 1862;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Feb.  15, 1862;  took  oath  not 

to  enter  any  States  in  insnrrection. 
Released  Nov.  28,  1861;  took  oath  of 
allegiance. 
Do. 
Released  J.in.  1, 1802. 

and  SlideU. 


234  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Prisoners  of  state  confined  at  Fort  Warren  and  released,  ifc. — Continued. 


Name. 


Beaidence. 


J.  E.  Maofarland  . .  - 

C.H.Pitts 

George  P.  Pressey . 

Kobert  Renwick  . .  - 
Robert  Rac 


Petersburg,  Ya  . 
Baltimore,  Md.. 
Saint  Loais,  Mo. 

;  Baltimore,  Md.. 
..do 


J.  W.  Eobards 

William  E.  Salmon  . 

C.F.Sargent , 

John  G.  Sliaver 

H.L.  Shields 

B.  Summers 


JohnSlidell*.. 
H.  G.  Thurber. 


George  Thompson  . . . 

A.  Williamson 

John  Williams,  jr. . . 

AV.E.  Wright 

S.  H.  Wooldridgo 

H.6. Fuller 

George  W.  Landing. 


Harrodsburg,  Ky  . 
New  Market,  Md. 
Maine 


BelleTille,    Canada 

West. 
Bennington,  Vt 

Baltimore,  Md 


Louisiana... 
Oldham,  Ky. 


D.  H.  Lucchesi . 
J.  H.  Maddox.. 


William  Peirce. 
C.  D.  French... 


Baltimore,  Md... 

do 

Norfolk,  Ta 

Lebanon,  Ky 

Harrodsburg,  Ky 
Lexington,  Kj'... 


Worcester  Couuty, 

Md. 
Baltimore,  Md 


S.B.  Frost 

Joseph  Shaney... 

L.  G.  Quiulan 

John  Shaney 

Daniel  Gardner. 
Nicholas  Dunn... 

A.  Oaksmith 

IS.  S.  Kugglcs  . . . 


New  Orleans,  La.. 
Baltimore,  Md 


Laurel,  Del 

Baltimore,  Md. 


.do.. 


When 
arrested. 


Kemarks. 


Nov.  8,1861 
Sept.  la,  1861 
Sept.  20, 1801 

Oct.  6. 1861 
Sept.   7,1861 

Sept.  13, 1861 

Sept.  1(1, 1861 


Oct.   14,1861 

Oct.    17,1861 

Sept.  17, 1801 

Nov.    8,1861 
Sept.  23, 1861 

Sept.   1,1861 

Nov.  20, 1861 

Aug.  9,1861 

Sept.  21, 1861 

Sept.  23, 1801 

Nov.  17, 1861 


Sept.  18, 1861 


Oct.   20,1861 

Oct.   16,18C1 

Oct.   21,1861 
Nov.  12, 1861 

Sept.  13, 1861 


do Nov.  12,1861 

do i do 

Waterford,  Ireland do 

New  York   Nov.  19,1801 

Fredericksburg, Va...  July  20,1861 


took  oath  of 
took  oath  of 


Released  Jan.  1, 1862. 

Released  Dec.  38,1861,  on  parole. 

Released  Feb.  10,1862;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  on  parole  for  thirty  days. 
Released  Nov.  23, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  26,1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Dec.  27, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  9, 1861 ;   took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Jan.  6, 1862 ;  took  oath  not  to 

enter  any  States  in  insnrrectiou- 
Released  Nov.  6,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Dec.  12,1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Jan.  1, 1862. 
Released  Nov.  28, 1861; 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1861 ; 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  25, 1861 ;  took  oath  not 

to  enter  any  States  in  insurrection. 
Released  Nov.  23, 1861;  took  oath  of 

allegiance  and  $10,000  bond. 
Released  Jan.  11 ,  1862 ;  took  oath"  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  28,  1801 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Dec.  17,  1801 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Do. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1801 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance  and  $10,000  bond. 
Released  Nov.  11,  1861 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 
Released  Nov.  26, 1801 ;  took  oath  of 

allegiance. 

Released  Dec.  12, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Released  Nov.  26, 1861 ;  took  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Released  Dec.  12, 1861 ;  took  oath  ot 
allegiance. 
Do. 

Released  Jan.  29, 1862 ;  took  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Released  Dec.  27, 1861. 

Released  Jan.    20,  1862;   to  be  ex- 
changed for  Edward  Taylor. 


J.  UIMIOK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel^  Commanding  Post. 


Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Peovost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington^  D.  C,  February  18,  1862. 
Brig  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  I  have  Lad  the  honor  to  have  laid  before  me  by  yourself 
a  correppondence  in  which  Lord  Lyons  requests  of  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  be  informed  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Thomas  Craggs, 
a  prisoner  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Building  who  claims  to  be  a  Brit- 


*See  p.  1076  e(  *«<;., for  case  of  Masou  and  Slidell. 
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isli  subject,  and  in  whicli  the  ]natter  is  referred  to  yourself  for  a  report 
as  to  bis  citizenship,  &c.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  this  case  that 
Craggs  claims  to  be  a  British  subject,  and  in  fact  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  he  has  lived  nearly  eight  years  securely  and  prosperously  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States  Government  without  ever  troubling 
himself  to  assume  allegiance  thereto.  Of  course  this  is  all  right,  as  the 
Government  claims  to  be  a  free  asylum  for  the  emigration  of  all  lands 
and  to  have  enough  native  citizens  ever  ready  to  defend  its  flag  and 
its  proteges  from  assault  at  home  or  abroad. 

But  just  before  the  arrest  of  Craggs  several  Federal  pickets  had  been 
foully  murdered  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  home  near  Accotink, 
Fairfax  County,  Va.  Although  the  act  was  generally  attributed  to  a 
guerrilla  band  of  independent  Texas  rangers  who  frequented  the  neigh- 
borhood and  it  seems  claimed  the  glory  of  the  ignominious  achieve- 
ment, still  the  citizens  were  considered  too  indifferent  to  say  the  least 
to  the  perpetration  of  such  acts  among  them,  and  several  of  them  includ- 
ing Craggs  were  arrested  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Heintzelman, 
who  regarded  it  as  a  military  necessity  that  such  citizens  should  be 
removed  from  daily  intercourse  with  the  rebel  pickets.  Craggs'  own 
brother-in-law,  Matthew  Plaskett,  also  a  British  subject  as  he  claims, 
who  frequently  stayed  at  Craggs'  house,  is  by  his  own  statement  a  scape- 
grace of  the  most  disreputable  kind,  having  voluntarily  taken  up  arms 
against  the  benign  Government  which  had  welcomed  him  to  its  hos- 
pitable shores  and  given  him  a  home  beneath  its  liberal  flag. 

However,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  assistant  adjutant- general,  being 
satisfied  on  an  examination  of  the  case  that  Craggs  himself  was  not  a 
particularly  dangerous  man,  and  feeling  disposed  to  ameliorate  his  sit- 
uation as  much  as  possible  compatible  with  the  public  safety  ordered 
that  a  parole  of  honor  be  tendered  to  him  with  a  view  to  his  release, 
specifying  among  other  things  that  he  should  not  leave  the  District  of 
Columbia  without  permission  of  the  provost-marshal.  Craggs  refused 
to  execute  this  parole  for  the  reason  as  he  said  that  this  condition 
would  not  allow  him  to  return  to  his  home. 

As  our  gallant  military  ofScers  would  probably  not  require  a  man  to 
be  kept  from  his  home  and  his  family  without  good  cause  I  see  no  alter- 
native but  for  the  Government  to  accommodate  our  English  cousin 
with  the  best  quarters  and  fare  in  the  range  of  its  republican  simplicity 
until  the  lines  of  the  Federal  Army  are  sufiBciently  advanced  to  allow 
him  to  return  to  his  Anglo- Virginian  home  and  household  without  the 
possibility  of  detriment  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Hdqbs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  1).  C,  February  18, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost- Marshal. 

General  :  I  h  ave  h  ad  the  honor  of  h  aving  laid  before  me  by  you  a  note 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  requesting  a  report  in  the  case  of  J . 
Barrett  Cohen,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Building.  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that  J.  Barrett  Cohen,  together  with  M.  Francis  McKee, 
Moses  P.  Donaldson  and  Francis  X.  Lacross  were  arrested  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order  of 
General  McClellan,  to  whom  I  have  already  made  a  report*  in  their  cases 

*  Not  found. 
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after  a  thorough  examination  thereof,  recommending  that  as  an  impor- 
tant military  necessity  they  be  held  in  close  confinement  until  the  end 
of  the  war  for  the  Union.  If  this  fact  were  intimated  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  entirely  satis- 
factory to  him  without  our  troubling  him  with  a  prolix  duplicate  report 
for  his  own  consideration. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEK. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  19, 1862. 
S.  W.  Morton,  Esq.,  Alexandria,  Va. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  Department  has  no  further  need 
of  an  agent  at  Alexandria,  Va.    You  will  tliereforo  please  send  your 
account  for  services  to  the  date  hereof  addressed  to  George  B.  Baker, 
esq.,  agent  of  this  Department. 
I  am,  &c., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  19,  1862. 
HoLLis  White,  Esq.,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  Department  has  no  further  need 
of  an  agent  at  Suspension  Bridge.  You  will  therefore  please  send  your 
account  for  services  to  the  date  hereof  addressed  to  George  B.  Baker, 
esq.,  agent  of  this  Departmeut. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  IT.  SEWAED. 


IIdqrs.  City  Guard,  Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  19,  1862. 
Bi'ig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General:  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State  *  «  *  l  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
you  the  following  report. 

The  request  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  inquires  only  in 
relation  to  prisoners  "  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison."  In  prepar- 
ing the  following  report  I  have,  however,  given  a  list  of  all  prisoners 
arrested  by  your  command  or  sent  to  you  for  safe-keeping.  The  pris- 
oners arrested  by  command  of  General  Mansfield  I  have  no  record  of 
except  the  few  found  in  custody  at  the  time  you  assumed  the  duties  of 
provost-marshal.  Those  are  embodied  in  this  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[Indorsement.] 

February  20, 1802. 
The  following  report  is  respectfully  forwarded  to  Hon.  William  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  Stat«. 

A.  POETEE, 
Brig.  Gen.,  Provost-Marshal-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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[Inclosure.] 

lAat  of  persons  received  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  other  than  prisoners  of  war  since  the 

Ist  of  March,  1S61. 

[Names  with  the  asterisk  (*)  rciiiaiBiiig  iu  Old  Capitol.] 


Name. 


Date  of       I 
I        arrest.        j 


Old 


John  S.  EmeraoD 

Thoiuas  Hitchcock 

James  Connor* 

James  A.  Donnelly* 

James  A.  Goldsmith 

Joseph  T.  EUicott 

Sergeant  McDormott,  guard. 
Capitol. 

Kose  O'N.  Greenhow* 

AV.  J.  Walker 

Frank  Kennehan 

Mrs.  F.  Phillips  and  two  daughters. 

Miss  Levj- 

Mrs.  Bettie  H.  Hassler 

James  G.  15erret 

Madam  Tochman 

Samuel  P.  Wilson 

George  A.  Shcahaii 

B.  "W.  Marriott 

Alfred  Kettleton* 

John  AV.  Bnrson* 

James  A.  Xelson 

George  F.  Harhin 

Charles  A.  'Worthington 

lUidolph  AVatkins" 

George  S.  Watkins* 

William  Frank  Getty* 

Sami'.el  G.  Acton* 

Thomas  A.  Jones* 

E.  35.  Grayson^ 

George  Minor 

Summerfield  Ball* 

B.  Jackson  Cross* 

W.  F.  Moore" 

James  W.  Oflutt 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Ondordonk 

Hugh  Adams* 

George  W.  Gunnell' 

A.  B.  Williams  

Joseph  McCann 

E.  B.  Posey 

Mrs.  l*osey*- 

Miss  Posey 

Julian  Lee.  alias  John  Blackwood. . 

Alfred  Beach 

William  Oswald  Dundas 

Withers  Smith* 

Samuel  F.  Anderson* 

Isaac  Ballenger* 

Philip  H.  Linton 

John  Brown  (at  hospital)* 

Dr.  James  Hunter 

Butson  Maurv 

AV.  K.  If .  Breckinridge 

Mrs.  Eliza  [John]  Low 

John  McDaniel* 

Miss  EUie  M.  Poole 

Eiley  K  ash 

John  T.  Day* 

K.H.  Gunnell* 

John  X.  DeBell" 

C.  W.  Coleman' 

William  B.  Day* 

John  B.Farr' 

O.  Allen  Scanland* 

William  Eaton* 

Hosea  H.  H.  Williams' 

George  [G.l  Coleman* 

Kichard  Coleman* 

Thomas  E.  Poole* 

James  H.  Poole* 

Bernard  B.  Poole* 

William  Fields 

pharles  Digges 


I 


Juno  23,1861 
July  3, 1861 
Aug.  —,1861 
Aug.  22, 1861 

Do! 
Do. 

Aug.  23, 1861 

Do! 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Aug.  24, 1861 
Sept.  3,1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Sept.  11, 1861 

Sept.  18, 1861 
Sept.  23, 1861 

Do. 
Sept.  24, 1861 

Do. 
Oct.      1, 1861 
Oct.      4, 1861 

Do. 
Oct.      7, 1861 

Do. 
Oct.     9, 1861 
Oct.    11,1861 
Oct.    13,1861 
Oct.    16,1861 

Do. 
Oct.    19,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.    23,1861 
Oct.    27,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Oct.    31.1861 

Do. 


Name. 


1, 1861 
2, 1861 

6,1861  I 

'  7, 1861 


Nov 
Nov. 

Do. 
Nov 

Do. 
Nov 

Do. 
Nov.    9,1861 

Do. 
Nov.  10,1861 
Nov.  11,1861 

Do. 
Nov.  18,1861 
Nov.  27,1861 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Nov.  29,1861 
Dec.     3, 1861 
Doc.     4, 1861 
Dec.     6, 1861 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Deo.     9, 1861 
Dec.  12,1861 


James  T.  Monroe 

Henry  A.  Stewart* 

Tench  Schley* 

Charles  FoUen* 

Jeremiah  Moore* 

Eichard  WaM 

F.M.Ellis* 

Michael  Thompson* 

Lewis  L.  McArthur* 

Dr.  Aaron  Yan  Camp* 

James  B.  Loker  {out  on  jjarole  till 

11th  March).* 
Capt.  William  Cox  (schooner  Lu- 

cretia).* 

A.  J.  Holtzman 

Jacob  M.  Bellman 

James  W.Farr* 

Samuel  Hunter 

William  H.  Simmons 

Albert  McCunc 

Mrs.  Catharine  Virginia  l!a.\ley*.. 

Henry  J.  Carroll 

James  W.  McCnrdy- 

A.  J.  Michael^' 

William  J.  Fleece* 

George  H.  Jolmson* 

George  D.  McGlincey * 

Jesse  B.  Wharton* 

Lemuel  Van  Arsdale* 

Eichard  Nevitt 

James  McGraw 

Eichard  E.  Lee 

William  L.  Lee- 

D.C.Lee* 

John  Harrover* 

George  E. H.Hughes 

Patrick  McCaflferty 

Ben.  Jackson,  alias  Judson  Pinney. 
Capt.    W.    L.    Fisher    (schooner 

Blooming  Youth).* 

John  L.  Liingster  (colored) 

Thomas  B.  ifewitt* 

Clarence  Mills* 

J.  Ignatius  Ford* 

Eichard  H  urst* 

Eobert  N.  Eead 

James  A.  Johnson 

Alexander  Watt 

Eichard  McMuUen 

William  Isa.ics 

James  C.  Phillips 

Moses  P.  Donaldson* 

Francis  X.  Lacross* 

James  W.  Savage* 

John  Eegau 

Benjamin  F.  G wynn 

J  udah  Barrett  Cohen' 

M.  Francis  MoKee* 

WiUiam  T.  Smithson,  alias  Charles 

E.  Cables. 

Thomas  P.Fowler* 

William  Butcher  (colored) 

George  W.  Hutchius* 

Henry  C.  Brown* 

Eev.  Beiiuett  Smedos 

John  E.  Eea* 

George  M.  Gormley* 

G.  L.  Dulaney 

John  W.  Crawford' 

Henry  Simpson* 

Eichard  H.  Bayliss* 

Bushrod  W.  Bayliss* 

Thomas  Craggs* 

Matthew  Plaskett* 


Date  of 
arrest. 


Deo.  14,1861 
Dec.  15,1861 

Do. 
Dec.  19,1861 

Do. 
Dec.  20,1861 

Do. 
Deo.  21,1861 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dec.  23,1861 

Do. 

Do. 
Dec.  24,1861 
Dec.  25,1861 
Dec.  29,1861 
Dec.  30,1861 

Do. 
Dec.  31,1861 

Do. 
Jan.  1, 1862 

Dr. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  2, 1862 

Do. 
Jan.  3, 1802 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  4, 1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  6, 1862 

Do. 
Jan.  7. 1862 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  8, 1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Jan.  10,1862 
Jan.  13,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  14,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  prisoners  receivtd  at  Old  Capitol  Prison,  tfc. — Contiuued. 


ICamc, 


A.  C.  Lanrtstreet* 

Jolin  Haislip* 

il.  J .  Farriugton 

Waiiain  "Ward 

Forrest  Olden* 

James  Haislip* 

"William  lllck' 

Thomas  H.  Haislip* , 

John  Dijjney* 

2C.  2s.  Clabaugh 

O.F.  Potter* 

JohnF.  C.OfFutt* 

-John  A.  Marshall* 

r.  C.  Arundell 

Jackson  ijenman* 

Alberto.  Gunnel!* 

N.  Eumham 

"Walter  Swan  (colored) 

Georjre  Swan  (colored)  — 

John  Penny  (colored) 

Dr.  Francia  C.  Neale 

Alexander  L.  McKonzie* 

James  Potter* 

James  Clark* 

John  I'inn  (colored) 

Oliver  K".  Bryan* 

Josiah  E.  Bailey* 

George  Talbot* 

W.  I.  Kasin* 


Bate  of 
arrest 


Jan.   15,1862 

Bo. 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  17,1«62 
Jan.  18,1862 
Jan.  20,1862 

Do. 
Jan.  21,1862 
Jan.  23,1862 
Jan.  24,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bo. 

Bo. 
Jan.  28, 1862 
Jan.  2!),  1862 
Jan.  30,1862 

Do. 

Do. 
Jan.  31,1862 
Feb.  1, 1862 
Feb.  3, 1862 

Do. 


N'ame. 


Francis  A.Dickens* 

"William  P.  Griffith 

Arthur  Gunnell* 

Elisha  C.  Ostrandcr* 

John  M.  Shorb,  alias  James  Shaw. 

B.H.Jenkins* 

Calvert  Beacli* 

"Vance  L.  Trumble* 

Mansfield  Tracy  "Walworth* 

Miss  AdaM.  Hewitt,  alias  Mrs.  Dr. 
Morris,  alias  Mrs.  Mason.* 

John  Morjarty 

Abraham  Hofnbeck* 

Mahlon  H.  Janney* 

Malcolm  Ives 

M.  J.Woodward* 

Samuel  T.  Crim* 

James  Cockrill 

Francis  h.  Harrison 

Thomas  J.  Magruder* 

Tom  Haycock*  

"Warren  Curtis* 

John  Young* 

Lewis  Young* 

Dennis  Farrell* 

"William  Joy* 

William  Ogden* 

E.  D.  Shepard,jr- 

A.  Shepard* 


I 


Date  of 
arrest. 


Jan.    14,1862 
Feb.     4, 1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.     .1, 1862 

Do. 

Do. 
Fob.     7, 1862 

Do.- 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.     8, 1862 
Feb.     0, 1862 
Feb.   10,1862 

Do. 
Feb.  11,1863 

Do. 

Bo. 
Feb.   13,1862 

Bo. 
Feb.  17,1862 

Bo. 

Bo. 

Bo. 
Feb.  19,1862 
Jan.     1, 1862 

Bo. 


Wak  Department,  Washington,  February  31, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost- Marshal. 

General  :  You  will  please  release  from  couflnement  on  Saturday, 
the  22d  instant,  the  following-named  prisoners  upon  their  engaging 
upon  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  James  Connor, 
James  A.  Donnelly,  E.  B.  Grayson,  Hugh  Adams,  George  W.  Gunnell, 
A.  B.  Williams,  Withers  Smith,  Samuel  F.  Anderson,  Isaac  Ballenger, 
John  McDaniel,  Lewis  L.  McArthur,  James  B.  Loker,  Eichard  14.  Lee, 
William  L.  Lee,  D,  G.  Lee,  Thomas  B.  Hewitt,  Clarence  Mills,  J.  Igna- 
tius Ford,  Eichard  Hurst,  James  W.  Savage,  John  Eegan,  Thomas  P. 
Fowler,  John  E.  Eea,  O.  P.  Potter,  Jackson  Beuman,  John  Penny 
(colored),  Elisha  C.  Ostrander,  Calvert  Beach,  Vance  L.  Trumble, 
Abraham  Horubeck,  John  Young,  Lewis  Young,  Dennis  Farrell,  M,  J, 
Farrington,  William  Ward,  Forrest  Olden  and  William  Joy. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  You  will  please  release  from  confinement  on  Saturday, 
the  22d  instant,  the  following-named  prisoners  upon  their  engaging 
upon  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in 
hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  will 
not  leave  the  District  of  Columbia  without  permission  from  the  provost- 
marshal-general:  Summerfleld  Ball,  Jeremiah  Moore,  John  Harrovor, 
Henry  Simpson,  Eichard  H.  Bayliss,  Thomas  Craggs,  Matthew  Plaskett, 
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John  Haislip,  James  Haislip,  William  Hick,  Alexander  L.  McKenzie, 
Thomas  H.  Haislip,  Bnshrod  W.  Eayliss,  Mahlon  H.  Janney. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

War  Depabtment,  Washington,  February  31, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging  upon 
honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  J.  R.  Barber,  B.  Burton, 
R.  S.  Freeman,  J.  A.  Douglass,  J.  F.  Newton,  G.  A.  Shackleford,  F.  D. 
Flanders,  Jos6  English,  M.  W,  Barr,  A.  Da  Costa,  William  H.  Winder, 
11.  S.  GrissoTis,  S.  F.  Newton,  E.  Sibern,  J.  E.  Flanders,  Charles  Keene, 
James  Brown,  Parker  H.  French,  Edward  Baum,  E.  C.  Myatt,  Ed. 
O'Neill,  George  Van  Amringe,  William  St.  George,  William  H.  Gatchell, 
J.  Hanson  Thomas,  P.  F.  Easin,  William  G.  Harrison,  Eobert  M.  Den- 
ison,  William  F.  McKewen. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  21, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  Neto  Yorlc  Harbor. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  on  the  22d  day  of  February  instant  the 
following  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  upon  their  engaging 
upon  their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States :  W.  T.  Casto,  Guy 
S.  Hopkins,  David  C.  Wattles^  George  W.  Jones,  N.  S.  Eeneau,  J.  M. 
Ogden,  Thomas  O'Leary,  E.  W.  Buckles,  Thomas  A.  Brookbanks, 
Eutson  Maury,  E.  H.  Jones,  George  Julius,  J.  Garnett  Guthrey,  Christo- 
pher Ledwidge,  J.  M.  Perkins,  Thomas  Mathews,  C.  H.  Marriott,  Thomas 
Quigley,  David  C.  Hall,  Isaiah  Butler,  John  Hagins,  of  Kentucky; 
S.  E.  Burnett,  Patrick  Brady,  William  M.  Smith,  Eichard  Lewis,  A.  N, 
Baker,  Eobert  W.  Easin,  Edward  0.  Cottrell,  E.  H.  McCubbin,  J.  L. 
Coleman,  J.  E.  Eussell,  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Thompson,  E.  C.  Holland,  J.  P. 
Swain,  William  Gross,  I.  H.  Weaver,  H.  P.  Stunz,  J.  Smith,  William 
Perry. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  djutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

No.  60.  ]  Washington.  February  21,  1862. 

»  IF  *  #  *  *  * 

8,  All  deserters  from  the  enemy  and  other  persons  coming  within  our 
lines  will  be  at  once  taken  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  nearest  division, 
who  will  examine  them  in  the  presence  of  the  division  commander  or  an 
ofBcer  of  his  staff  designated  for  the  purpose  and  communicate  the 
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result  aud  the  information  obtained  to  the  provost-marshal-general. 
In  important  cases  the  deserter  or  other  person  will  be  sent  to  the 
provost-marshal-general  with  the  report. 

**»♦*** 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan  : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Fort  Hamilton,  Wew  York  Harlor,  Febniary  33, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  the  parole  of  thirty-six  prisoners  at  Fort 
Lafayette  released  in  obedience  to  your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  21st 
instant.  George  Julius  was  paroled  for  thirty  days  on  the  Gth  of  Feb- 
ruary. Messrs.  Guthrey  and  Marriott  bad  been  released  already,  and 
D.  <J.  Wattles  declined  to  sign  the  parole  and  was  consequently 
retained  in  custody. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKB, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Incloaure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  Weiv  Yorh  Harbor,  February  32, 1862. 
We  the  iiudersigned  do  solemnly  promise  upon  onr  word  of  honor 
that  we  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States : 

W.  T.  Casto,  Guy  S.  Hopkins,  George  W.  Jones,  N.  S. 
Eeneau,  Thomas  O'Leary,  E.  W.  Buckles,  Thomas  A. 
Brookbanks,  David  C.  Ilall,  John  Hagiiis,  William  M. 
Smith,  A.  N.  Baker,  C.  Ledwidge,  Thomas  Mathews, 
Isaiah  Butler,  Thomas  Quigley,  Patrick  Brady,  Eichard 
Lewis,  E.  G.  Holland,  J.  P.  Swain,  William  (his  x  mark) 
Gross,  Herman  P.  Stunz,  Eutson  Maury,  jr.,  E.  H.  Jones, 
James  M.  Perkins,  E.  W.  Easin,  E.  C.  Cottrell,  E,  H, 
McCubbin,  John  L.  Goleman,  James  E.  Eussell,  Patrick 
O'Brien,  Jacob  Smith,  William  Perry,  Amos  Thompson, 
Isaac  H.  Weaver,  S.  E.  Burnett,  J.  M.  Ogden. 
Witness  present: 

Harry  C.  Egbert, 

First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  Illinois, 

Springfield,  February  23,  1863. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Se-ward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  report  made  by  A.  J.  Davis,  esq.,  and 
handed  me  on  the  20th  instant,  of  his  doings  in  Southern  Illinois.    I 
have  given  it  careful  and  thoughtful  examination  and  fully  concur  in 
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tlie  conclusions  reached  by  him  touching  the  parties  named  as  con- 
nected with  those  in  arms  against  the  Government.  If  tlie  hite  order* 
from  the  War  Department  does  not  preclude  the  arrest  of  persons  I 
would  suggest  that  James  D.  Pully,  A.  T.  Oorder  and  Dr.  John  M. 
Olemersou,  of  Marion,  Williamson  County,  be  arrested  at  once.  There 
can  beno  peace  in  that  county  while  these  men  remain  at  large.  I  also 
thmk  that  it  would  be  well  to  seize  C.  C.  Carpenter  at  McLeansborough, 
Hamilton  County,  and  Dr.  D.  Green  at  Mount  Vernon,  Jefferson 
County.  The  others  although  dangerous  and  noisy  men  may  on 
account  of  our  late  brilliant  victories  on  the  Cumberland  and  Ten- 
nessee Elvers  keep  quiet.  The  persons  whose  arrest  I  recommend 
AviU  not. 

I  have  by  your  kindness  in  furnishing  mc  the  necessary  assistance 
been  able  at  last  to  completely  hold  in  check  the  treasonable  elements 
in  Southern  Illinois,  and  now  hope  that  no  more  "  aid  and  comfort" 
may  be  extended  to  traitors  in  that  quarter.  It  is  feared,  however, 
that  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  already  referred  to  releasing  all 
political  prisoners  and  confining  arrests  to  the  military  authorities 
exclusively  will  again  embolden  the  bad  men  of  Illinois  to  renewed  acts 
of  disloyalty.  Already  boasts  are  freely  indulged  that  the  order  is  a 
confession  of  the  illegality  of  the  arrests  made  and  a  guarantee  against 
such  in  future  and  a  perfect  immunity  against  any  interruption  by  the 
marshal. 

It  is  well  understood  that  I  know  almost  every  disloyal  man  in  my  dis- 
trict and  such  persons  have  been  compelled  to  be  quiet  hitherto.  As  to 
what  they  may  do  hereafter  I  cannot  say.  If  the  Department  intends 
that  I  shall  as  heretofore  exercise  an  espionage  over  all  plots  of  treason 
please  inform  me.  If  the  order  from  the  War  Department  transfers 
this  duty  to  other  hands  I  shall  be  greatly  relieved;  but  it  will  take  a 
great  deal  of  time  for  any  one  man  to  become  as  thoroughly  conversant 
with  all  the  elements  of  disloyalty  in  Southern  Illinois  as  I  am.  I 
have  spent  almost  the  entire  past  year  in  possessing  myself  of  all 
sources  of  information  likely  to  reach  the  schemes"  of  our  Illinois 
traitors,  and  I  think  that  the  disloyal  in  our  State  feel  that  they  are 
completely  at  my  mercy  unless  they  are  secured  by  an  order  from  the 
Government  at  Washington.  Hence  the  disposition  to  exult  oA^er  the 
late  order  referred  to.  Will  you  please  advise  me  as  to  my  movements 
in  the  future  and  if  my  services  are  any  longer  needed  in  the  direction 
mentioned"? 

I  have  discharged  Mr.  Prank,  the  detective  emi)loyed  in  conformity 
to  the  order  of  your  letter  t  to  me  dated  December  5, 18G1,  and  ordered 
him  to  submit  his  account  to  you  for  adjustment.  Please  refer  to  Mr. 
Bradley's  letter  to  me  from  Chicago,  left  with  you  December  o,  for  the 
terms  on  which  Mr.  Frank  was  emi>loyed.  I  have  paid  him  $150.  I 
have  also  paid  Mr.  Davis  $115.  He  was  out  of  money,  and  I  assumed 
that  as  he  was  here  and  under  my  charge  you  would  approve  the 
advance.  Please  inform  me  if  Mr.  Davis  may  remain  in  Illinois  and 
how  long.  I  can  employ  him  to  advantage  but  desire  to  use  the  best 
economy.  The  services  of  Mr.  Frank  and  Mr.  Davis  have  been  of 
incalculable  importance  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  have  been  instru- 
mental in  i)reserving  the  public  peace  of  Southei'n  Illinois,  as  it  is  now 
well  understood  that  nothing  but  the  restraining  fear  of  the  marshal's 
ofSce  has  kept  from  deeds  of  violence  a  great  many  men  in  the  Ohio 
and  Wabash  Eiver  counties  of  Illinois. 

*  Order  of  February  14,  1862,  p.  221.  t  See  p.  170. 

16  B  E- 
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Please  to  commuuicate  with  lue  at  an  early  day,  and  as  fully  as 
conveuieut  advise  lue  as  to  tlie  future. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  PHILLIPS, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

[IncloRurc] 

Report  of  A.  J.  Davis  to  U.  8.  Marshal  D.  L.  Phillips,  concerning  certain 
disloyal  j^ersons  in  Bouthern  Illinois. 

IMr.  J.  P.  Ilaynes  [of  Ashley,  Washington  County],  formerly  a  mer- 
chant, is  a  violently  noisy,  fault-finding  secessionist  and  does  all  he  can 
to  discourage  enlisting  for  the  U,  S.  Army,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  Ci .  C.  He  is  a  North  Carolinian ;  has  considerable  influence  and  takes 
great  cave  (pains)  to  find  fanlt  with  the  administration.  He  told  me 
^vhen  I  flrst  saw  him  that  if  I  wanted  to  go  South  he  woul'd  show  me 
the  way. 

Eobert  and  William  Palmore  [of  Mount  Vernon,  Jefferson  County] 
have  the  mail  contract  from  McLeansborough  to  Ashley.  Any  jierson 
wishing  to  go  South  can  get  all  help  from  them.  They  give  all  the 
names  of  men  on  the  i-oute  and  where  to  cross  the  river.  I  got  the 
route  from  Itobert,  and  he  gave  me  the  full  particulars  and  said  he 
had  sent  numerous  persons,  among  whom  were  two  Englishmen  of 
great  wealth  and  bearers  of  dispatches  for  the  South;  altogether 
twenty-seven  persons.  I  got  the  route  with  the  understanding  that  I 
was  going  South  with  another  man  named  King.  We  started  and  went 
far  enough  to  And  the  route  as  represented  by  Palmore.  I  then 
arrested  King  and  gave  him  in  charge  of  the  military  at  Shawneetown. 
Palmore  has  a  son  in  the  Southern  army;  he  says  he  gets  and  sends 
letters  to  him.  I  saw  one  letter  written  from  Knoxville,  Tenn.  The 
ariangenient  is  for  any  one  to  see  William  Palmore  at  Ashley,  give  him 
the  signs  and  grips  of  the  order  of  K.  G.  C;  he  will  bring  them  to  the 
old  man  at  Mount  Vernon  and  give  the  necessary  instructions  for  the 
rest  of  the  route.  The  old  man  is  about  forty  years  old  and  William 
twenty-two  or  twentj'-three ;  both  very  noisy  secesh.  They  arc  from 
Tennessee. 

There  is  a  Mr.  William  Dodds  [of  Mount  Vernon],  clerk  of  the  county 
court  and  the  most  violent  of  all  the  party  at  Mount  Vernon.  He  is 
always  tiilking  against  the  administrati(in  and  he  has  said  repeatedly  in 
my  hearing  he  wished  Jeff.  Davis  had  Illinois  and  if  he  had  not  a 
family  he  would  go  and  join  the  army  South.  He  is  forever  ciirsing  the 
heads  of  this  Government.  He  says  he  don't  try  to  hide  his  feelings 
as  there  is  no  Black  Republican  that  dare  arrest  him.  He  says  the 
K.  G.  C.  elected  him  knowing  his  principles.  He  is  a  very  influential 
and  dangerous  man.  He  is  the  main  maTi  who  initiated  me  into  the 
order  of  the  K.  G.  C.  whose  Avhole  intention  is  treason. 

Dr.  Duff  Green  is  a  very  intelligent  and  most  influential  man  in 
Mount  A'ernon ;  native  of  Kentucky  and  relative  of  J.  C.  Breckinridge 
and  boasts  of  his  correspondence  with  him.  He  showed  me  a  letter  on 
Sunday,  the  16th,  that  he  said  came  from  Mr.  Breckinridge.  He  is 
always  commenting  on  the  policy  of  what  he  calls  the  Black  Repub- 
lican Government  and  lie  always  objects  to  all  its  measures  and  he 
convinces  all  his  listeners  that  the  Government  is  wrong.  He  has  more 
influence  than  any  other  man  in  Mount  Vernon.  The  people  refer  all 
their  disputes  to  him  and  believe  him  implicitly  as  their  oracle.  He 
always  concludes  his  remarks  that  he  is  opposed  to  Lincoln  and  his 
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Cabinet  aud  their  policy ;  that  his  sympathies  are  with  the  South  and 
as  soon  as  he  can  get  his  property  into  money  he  is  going  South.  As 
long  as  he  lives  under  this  Groverument  he  is  too  honorable  a  man  to  do 
anything  against  this  Goverumeut,  but  as  soon  as  he  gets  away  he  will 
come  out  boldly  and  help  the  South  with  all  his  powers,  physically  and 
financially.  He  does  all  he  can  to  prevent  recruiting.  All  these  charges 
can  be  proved  by  Mr.  Barret,  postmaster,  and  C.  D.  Ham,  esq.  His 
influence  is  very  dangerous.  There  are  numerous  other  things  con- 
nected with  him  all  tending  the  same  way.  I  was  very  careful  to  get 
well  acquainted  with  him  and  to  know  him  well  before  saying  anything 
against  him  on  account  of  his  standing.  He  is  surrounded  by  a  class 
of  men  principally  from  the  South  and  strongly  prejudiced  against  the 
Government  and  generally  not  well  educated  or  intelligent.  He  would 
have  to  be  heard  to  fully  understand  him  or  understand  the  idea  I  try 
to  convey. 

IMr.  Thompson  Anglen  [of  Mount  Vernon],  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
keeps  a  hotel;  is  a  strong  friend  of  the  South  but  very  cautious.  He 
corresponds  with  a  Mr.  John  Sateriield,  former  editor  of  the  Mount 
Vernon  Star,  who  is  now  in  the  rebel  army.  He  has  charge  of  the 
property  of  Colonel  Bagwell,  who  is  also  in  the  Southern  army  at 
Bowling  Green.  I  saw  a  letter  from  Colonel  Bagwell  giving  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  fight  at  Green  River  under  Colonel  Terry,  Texas  rangers, 
where  Colonel  Terry  was  killed;  also  several  letters  from  John  Sater- 
fleld,  whose  paper  was  discontinued  because  of  its  secession  proclivi- 
ties. Mr.  Anglen  is  also  a  merchant  and  magistrate  and  a  man  of 
considerable  influence. 

James  M.  Pace  [of  Mount  Vernon],  merchant  and  the  principal  of  the 
express  from  Mount  Vernon.  He  is  a  great  ijoliticiau  and  reported  to 
be  the  proprietor  of  the  underground  njail  route  to  the  South.  I  was 
told  so  by  members  of  the  K.  G.  C.  who  haA^e  a  good  right  to  know, 
and  I  believe  it  is  so,  but  of  my  own  knowledge  I  cannot  say.  He  is 
violent  in  his  talk  against  the  Government  and  Las  a  good  deal  of  influ- 
ence with  the  people.  A  na,tive  of  North  Carolina  I  think,  and  very 
wealthy. 

Williams  [of  Spring  Garden]  is  a  dangerous  man  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; a  native  of  Tennessee;  a  merchant  aud  keeps  a  hotel;  is  the 
leader  of  that  country  and  of  the  K.  G.  C. ;  violently  opposed  to  the 
administration.  I  saw  him  on  the  17th  instant  and  heard  him  say  in 
speaking  of  the  battle  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson  and  the  killed  that 
he  Misbed  it  had  been  Lincoln  and  his  cursed  abolition  administration; 
that  the  North  could  not  whip  the  South  for  the  South  had  better 
men  and  were  fighting  for  their  homes  and  the  G — d  d — d  abolitionists 
were  fighting  for  the  negro.  He  has  a  brother  a  surgeon  in  the  rebel 
army,  and  says  he  hears  from  him  whenever  he  wants  to.  He  controls 
the  people  in  that  place  and  is  a  dangerous  man  every  way. 

Mr.  Doyle,  of  Spring  Garden,  has  been  traveling  to  the  South  and 
back  three  times  since  the  battle  of  Bull  Kun.  He  brought  letters  with 
him  for  several  persons  in  and  around  Spring  Garden.  He  is  carrying 
tlie  underground  mail  regularly  1  think. 

Mr.  Henry  Williams,  twomilesfrom  Spring  Garden,  brother  of 

Williams  at  Spring  Garden,  a  leading  member  of  the  K.G.C.  and  a  lead- 
ing ])olitician,  a  large  land  owner  and  has  in  charge  a  large  lot  of  land 
of  his  brother  who  lives  in  Tennessee.  He  has  just  got  home  from  a 
town  in  the  South.  He  says  they  cannot  be  whipped.  He  is  violently 
opposed  to  this  Government.  Says  he  can  go  South  when  he  pleases 
and  no  thanks  to  the  Federal  authorities.    Says  he  is  opposed  to  the 
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■war  aDcl  he  will  oppose  it  in  every  way  he  can.  He  and  his  brother 
commenced  to  get  uj)  a  company  for  the  rebel  army  but  failed.  A  dan- 
gerous man  to  the  interests  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  G.  C.  Carpenter  and  Mr.  Mcllvain  fof  McLean  sborough,  Hamil- 
ton County]  are  the  agents  of  the  rout«  for  passengers  for  Jeff.  Davis' 
empire,  the  regular  agents  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Palmore  of  Mount  Ver- 
non. I  saw  them  and  they  gave  me  the  necessary  directions  for  the 
rest  of  the  route.  Carpenter  is  secretary  of  the  K.  C  G.;  he  showed 
me  the  minutes  of  all  their  meetings  in  that  place.  Is  a  lawyer  and 
has  great  influence  in  thatjdace,  which  he  is  using  to  the  utmost  against 
the  Government.  Mcllvain  is  also  a  lawyer  and  the  most  influential  in 
that  county  and  is  doing  all  he  can  to  obstruct  the  Government.  They 
are  both  violent,  noisy  and  dangerous. 

Doctor  Clemerson  [of  Marion,  Williamson  County,  111.],  ijrosecuting 
attorney  and  M.  D.,  a  native  of  Georgia.  The  most  wicked,  malicious 
secessionist  I  ever  met.  I  le  says  if  the  postmaster  at  Marion  and  Mr. 
(Jeorge  Owens  of  Bainbridge  and  two  others  were  killed  that  the 
K.  G.  C.  would  have  Williamson  County  all  their  own  way  and  he  hopes 
to  kill  Owens  and  Lang  (the  postmaster)  and  he  will  be  satisfied.  He 
says  it  is  no  harm  to  kill  a  Black  Republican;  says  if  U.  S.  Marshal 
Phillips  ever  comes  there  he  will  be  killed.  He  is  a  desperately  vicious 
character  and  has  a  great  influence  with  the  people  by  whom  he  is 
surrounded.  They  are  nearly  all  from  the  Southern  States,  are  very 
illiterate,  and  Clemerson's  influence  is  very  considerable  over  them. 
He  does  all  he  can  in  opposition  to  the  Government.  He  also  keeps  a 
grocery  and  gambling  house  and  that  helps  him  to  control  the  fre- 
quenters of  his  place.  He  has  a  sister  in  the  South  whom  he  says  Le 
corresponds  with  at  pleasure.  He  makes  no  secret  of  his  sentiments, 
and  the  friends  of  the  Government  are  so  afraid  of  him  they  dare  not 
say  a  word  or  they  are  shot  at  with  impunity  by  him  and  his  colleagues 
in  secession.  He  is  associated  with  one  notorious  James  D.  PuUy,  who 
was  arrested  once  but  released.  He  is  so  mean  and  desperate  that  I 
cannot  command  language  to  describe  him.  He  hurrahs  for  Jett'.  Davis 
publicly  and  dares  any  one  to  say  a  word  for  the  Union.  He  and 
Clemerson  have  made  the  postmaster  leave  the  place  on  account  of 
being  a  Union  man.  They  have  shot  at  him  and  stoned  his  house  and 
threatened  to  kill  him  anyhow.  He  has  relatives  at  the  South  and  a 
brother  in  the  rebel  army.  He  has  been  at  the  South  several  times 
since  the  war  commenced  and  there  is  nothing  that  deters  him  from 
his  mischief.  He  is  the  right  kind  of  man  to  influence  such  people.  One 
cannot  imagine  such  a  set  of  God-forsaken  ci'catures.  They  are  a  true 
type  of  the  ignorant  class  of  Southern  people. 

Associated  with  Clemerson  and  Pully  is  one  Capt.  A.  P.  Corder, 
a  native  of  Tennessee;  a  lawyer;  has  a  son  a  captain  in  the  rebel 
army,  and  also  a  great  many  relatives  in  the  army  of  the  South.  He 
showed  me  several  letters  from  his  son  and  said  he  had  sent  him 
money  and  a  pair  of  boots  and  when  they  were  gone  he  should  have 
more.  He  said  he  should  send  him  all  he  wanted  and  if  that  was  trea- 
son Lincoln  could  make  the  most  of  it;  that  he  liked  his  son  and  if 
he  himself  was  young  enough  he  would  be  with  him.  His  whole  soul 
was  with  the  South  and  his  only  regret  was  that  he  was  not  able 
to  be  with  them.  There  are  not  on  earth  three  more  malicious,  devil- 
ish enemies  of  this  Government  than  Clemerson,  Pully  and  Corder, 
and  their  arrest  at  this  time  would  do  a  world  of  good. 

All  of  this  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBEKT  J.  DAVIS. 
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Headquarters  Pkovost-Makshal-General, 

Army  of  the  Potomac, 
WasUngton,  D.  C,  February  23,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter, 

Provost-Marshal- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Geisteral  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  the 
order  of  the  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  to  you  directed 
nnder  date  of  February  21. 1862, 1  released  from  confinement  in  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison  on  Saturday,  the  22d  of  February  instant,  the  hereinafter- 
named  prisoners  on  their  severally  subscribing  to  a  parole  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy,  to  wit: 

,  iSG3. 

District  of  Columbia,  County  of  Washington : 

I, ,  of ,  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid 

or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

James  A.  Donnelly,  E.  B.  Grayson,  Richard  Hurst,  James  W.  Savage, 
Thomas  P.  Fowler,  John  E.  Eea,  O.  F.  Potter,  Jackson  Benman,  Lewis 
[L.]  McArthur,  Abraham  Hornbeck,  Thomas  B.  Hewitt,  Clarence  Mills, 
J.  Ignatius  Ford,  Hugh  Adams,  George  W.  Gnnnell,  A.  B.  Williams, 
Withers  Smith,  Samuel  F.  Anderson,  Isaac  Ballenger,  Blisha  C.  Ostran- 
der,  Calvert  Beach,  Vance  L.  Trumble,  William  L.  Lee,  D.  C.  Lee,  Dennis 
Fariell,  William  Joy,  John  Young,  Lewis  Young,  Forrest  Olden. 

That  James  Connor  and  John  McDaniel,  two  of  the  prisoners  named 
in  the  order  above  referred  to,  refused  to  subscribe  to  said  parole  and 
are  accordingly  still  retained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  the  order  of 
the  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  to  you  directed  under  date 
of  February  21, 1862,  I  released  from  confinement  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  on  Saturday,  the  22d  of  February  instant,  the  hereinafter-named 
prisoners  on  their  severally  subscribing  to  a  parole  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy,  to  wit: 

,  1S63. 

District  of  Columbia,  County  of  Washington  : 

i ,  of ,  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  render  no 

aid' or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to"the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  I  will  not  leave  the  District  of  Columbia  without  permission  from  the  pro- 
vost-marshal. 

Jeremiah  Moore,  John  Harrover,  John  Haislip,  William  Hick, 
Mahlon  H. .  Janney,  Henry  Simpson,  Eichard  H.  Bayliss,  Thomas 
Craggs,  Alexander  L.  McKenzie,  Thomas  H.  Haislip. 

That  the  following  prisoners  named  in  the  order  above  referred  to 
refused  to  subscribe  to  said  last-mentioned  parole  and  arc  accordingly 
still  retained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  to  wit:  Summer- 
field  Ball,  Bushrod  W.  Bayliss,  Matthew  Plaskett,  James  Haislip. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  the  order  of 
the  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  to  you  directed  under  date 
of  February  21,  1862,  I  released  from  confinement  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  on  Saturday,  the22d  of  February  instant,  George  W.  Hutchins 
upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  (iovernment  of  the  United 
States.  That  Henry  C.  Brown,  the  other  prisoner  named  in  said  last- 
mentioned  order,  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  (tovc/u- 
meut  of  the  United  States  and  is  accordingly  still  retained  in  custody 
in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  yotir  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 
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War  Uepartment,  Washington.,  February  iio,  ISflS. 
Major-Geueral  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

All  newspaper  editors  and  publishers  have  been  forbidden  to  publish 
any  intelligence  received  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  respecting  military 
operations  by  the  U.  S.  forces.  Please  see  this  night  that  this  orderis 
observed.  If  violated  by  any  paper  issued  to  morrow  seize  the  whole 
edition  and  give  notice  to  this  Department  that  arrests  may  be  ordered. 
Order  this  to  be  delivered  to-night. 

EDWIK  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

(Same  to  chief  of  police,  New  York,  and  all  other  cities  of  importance.) 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  25, 1803. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  papers*  indicate  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  allow  certain  i^ersons  released  from  arrest  to  return  to  the  South. 
One  or  two  discharged  from  custody  at  Fort  Warren  under  your  late 
order  have  applied  to  me  for  the  requisite  papers.  This  is  a  new  class 
of  cases  and  I  ask  your  direction  in  regard  to  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Commonwealth  of  Yikginia,  Executive  Department, 

Wheeling,  Va.,  February  ,?.o,  18(j3. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
SlE:  Samuel  Clark,  of  Harrison  County,  Va.,  was  engaged  in  assist- 
ing the  quartermaster  of  General  Morris  in  getting  forage  and  as  a 
guide  in  Randolph  County,  and  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  1861,  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Confederates  at  Big  Springs  and  taken  to  Hunters- 
ville,  thence  to  liichmond  and  afterward  as  is  reported  to  New 
Orleans.  I  doubt,  however,  his  removal  to  the  latter  city.  Mr.  Clark 
was  not  regularly  enrolled  in  any  company.  He  is  a  heavy-built  man, 
dark  complexion,  arching  eyebrows,  black  Avhiskers  and'  a  true  and 
valuable  jnan. 

I  inclose  you  resolutions  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia 
in  regard  to  the  persons  therein  named.  I  hope  in  the  exchange  of 
])risoners  these  men  will  be  remembered.  They  are  worthy  non-com- 
batants and  ought  to  be  reclaimed  if  possible. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  II.  PBIRPOINT. 

[Inclosure.] 

Whereas  Matthew  P.  Wyatt  and  Charles  Levans,  old,  venerable  and 
respected  citizens  of  Kanawha  County  holding  responsible  positions 
therein,  were  on  the  24th  of  October  last  while  in  the  discharge  of  the 
legitimate  civil  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  offices  and  appoint- 
ments they  held  under  commissions  and  by  the  appointment  of  the 
governor   of  this  Commonwealth  violently  and  cruelly  seized  by  a 

*  No  incloaures  found. 
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band  of  armed  men  claiming  and  professing  to  be  acting  under  l,he 
authority  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America  and  carried 
into  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Confederate  States  so  called, 
and  (as  this  legislature  has  been  informed)  comi)elled  to  undergo 
hardshii)s  and  perform  duties  entirely  uusuited  to  their  age  and  former 
habits  of  life;  and 

Whereas  many  ineffectual  appeals  have  been  made  in  various  ways 
for  their  release :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia^  That  the  Secretary  of 
^^'ar  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  select  from  among  the  prisoufers 
now  held  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  that  may  here- 
after be  taken  for  that  purpose  two  or  more  of  like  standing  and  condi- 
tion and  holding  like  or  similar  relations  to  the  Government  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  as  hostages  for  the  release  of  the  persons 
above  named,  and  to  make  an  unconditional  demand  for  the  immediate 
release  of  those  persons  accompanied  with  the  assurance  that  whatever 
inflictions,  punishments  or  penalties  have  been  or  may  be  imposed 
upon  the  persons  thus  demanded  will  be  inflicted  upon  the  persons  so 
held ;  or  to  take  such  other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  and  efi'ectual 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  object  desired. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be  respectfully 
requested  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  War  a  copy  of  this 
resolution. 

I,  Gibson  L.  Cranmer,  clerk  of  the  house  of  delegates,  do  certify  the 
above  to  be  a  correct  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  which  was  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

GIBSON  L.  CEANMEE, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia. 


Attoeney-Genebal's  Office,  February  36, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Calling  at  your  Department  this  morning  I  was  disappointed 
in  finding  that  you  were  out  as  I  desired  to  consult  your  good  judg- 
ment and  get  a  word  of  advice  in  regard  to  the  inclosed  telegram*  from 
the  marshal  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia.  I  am  not  aware  that 
1  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  of  transferring  military  prison- 
ers to  judicial  custody  for  trial,  but  I  can  readily  foresee  that  cases  of 
this  sort  may  frequently  happen  and  may  lead  to  some  embarrassmeut 
in  the  absence  of  any  fixed  rule  for  the  treatment  of  those  who  are  at 
once  prisoners  of  war  and  subjects  of  judicial  prosecution.  Will  you 
do  me  the  favor  to  bestow  some  thought  u])on  the  subject  so  that  I  may 
have  the  benefit  of  your  views  when  next  we  meet! 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED'WAED  BATES, 

Attorney-General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  26, 1862. 

David  L.  Phillips,  TCsq., 

r.  S.  Marshal,  Southern  District  of  Illinois,  Springfield. 
SiK :  Your  letter  and  its  inclosure  of  the  23d  instant  lias  been  duly 
received.     In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  several  questions  to 


*Nol  found. 
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which  it  relates  shall  be  brought  before  tlie  War  Department  immedi- 
ately. 

1  aiii,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

y.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Xo.  72.  5  Washington,  February  30, 1862. 

******* 

All  deserters  from  the  enemy,  prisoners  and  other  persons  coming 
witliin  our  lines  will  be  taken  at  once  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the 
nearest  division  who  will  examine  them  in  presence  of  the  division 
commander  or  an  olficer  of  his  staff  designated  for  the  ijurpose.  This 
examination  will  only  refer  to  such  information  as  may  affect  the 
division  and  those  near  it,  especially  those  remote  from  general  head- 
quarters. 

As  soon  as  this  examination  is  completed — and  it  must  be  made  as 
rapidly  as  possible — the  person  will  be  sent  under  proper  guard  to  the 
provost-marshal-general  with  a  statement  of  his  replies  to  the  questions 
asked.  Upon  receiving  him  the  provost-marshal-general  will  at  once 
send  him  with  his  statement  to  the  chief  of  staff  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  who  will  cause  the  necessary  examination  to  be  made.  The 
provost-marshal-general  will  have  the  custody  of  all  such  persons. 
Division  commanders  will  at  once  communicate  to  other  division  com- 
manders all  information  thus  obtained  which  affects  them. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  McOlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

No.  13 «.  (  Nashville,  Tenn.,  February  26, 1862. 

*»#*** 

Peaceable  citizens  are  not  to  be  molested  in  their  persons  or  i)roperty. 
Any  wrongs  to  either  are  to  be  promptly  corrected  and  the  off'eiuiers 
brought  to  punishment.  To  this  end  all  personsare  desired  tomake  com- 
plaint to  the  immediate  commander  of  officers  or  soldiers  so  offending, 
and  if  justice  be  not  done  promptly  then  to  the  next  commander,  and  so 
on  until  the  wrong  is  redressed.  If  the  necessities  of  the  public  servicie 
should  require  theiiseof  private  property  for  public  purposes  fair  com- 
pensation is  to  be  allowed.  No  such  appropriation  of  private  property 
is  to  be  made  except  by  the  authority  of  the  highest  commander  pres- 
ent, and  any  other  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  presume  to  exercise  such 
privilege  shall  be  brought  to  trial.  Soldiers  are  forbidden  to  enter  the 
residences  or  grounds  of  citizens  on  any  plea  without  authority. 

Xo  arrests  are  to  be  made  without  the  authority  of  the  (jommanding 
general  except  in  case  of  actual  offense  against  the  authority  of  the 
Government,  and  in  all  such  cases  the  fa<!t  and  circumstances  will 
immediately  be  reported  in  writing  to  headquarters  through  the  inter- 
mediate commanders. 

The  general  reminds  his  officers  that  the  most  frequent  depredations 
are  those  which  are  committed  by  worthless  characters  who  straggle 


SUSPECTED  AND  DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  249 

fi-om  the  ranks  on  the  plea  of  being  unable  to  march,  and  where  the 
inability  reallj^  exists  it  will  be  found  in  most  instances  that  the  soldier' 
has  overloaded  himself  with  useless  and  unauthorized  articles.  The 
order.-5  already  published  on  this  subject  must  be  enforced. 

******* 

B^'  command  of  General  Buell : 

JAMES  B.  FKY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


Executive  Order,  N'o.  2,  Relating  to  Political  Prisoners. 

Wau  Department,  Washington,  February  27, 1862. 
It  is  oedeked: 

First.  That  a  special  commission  of  two  persons,  one  of  military  rank 
and  the  other  in  civil  life,  be  appointed  to  examine  the  cases  of  the 
state  prisoners  remaining  in  the  military  custody  of  the  United  States 
and  to  determine  whether  in  \iew  of  the  public  safety  and  the  existing 
rebellion  they  should  be  discharged  or  remain  in  military  custody  or 
be  remitted  to  the  civil  tribunals  for  trial. 

Second.  That  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  commanding  in  Baltimore,  and 
the  Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepout,  of  New  York,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purposes  above  lucntioncd,  and  they 
aie  authorized  to  examine,  hear  and  determine  the  cases  aforesaid 
ex  "parte  and  in  a  summary  manner  at  such  times  and  places  as  in 
their  discretion  they  may  appoint  and  make  full  report  to  the  War 
Department. 

By  order  of  the  President : 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  February  27, 1862. 
David  L.  Phillips,  Esq., 

['.  S.  Marshal,  Southern  Bistrict  of  Illinois,  Springfield. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  arrest  James  D.  Pully,  A.  P.  Corder  and  Doctor 
Clemerson,  of  Marion,  Williamson  County,  111. ;  C.  0.  Carpenter,  of 
McLeausborough,  Hamilton  County,  and  Dr.  D.  Green,  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, Jefferson  County,  and  convey  them  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York 
Harbor.  You  will  search  the  persons  and  premises  of  each,  and  send 
all  treasonable  letters  or  papers  found  in  their  possession  with  your 
report  thereon  to  this  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adpitant-  General. 


Office  of  Provost-Marshal, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  March  3, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  1>.  C. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  report  of  "all  persons 
received  and  held  in  conftnement  at  Saint  Louis  and  Altoji  other  than 
prisoners  of  war  since  the  4th  of  March,  18G1,  showing  when  and  on 
whose  order  they  were  arrested,  when  and  on  whose  order  any  of  them 
were  discharged  and  especially  designating  such  as  now  remain  in 
custody." 
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In  connection  with  this  report  I  desire  to  say  that  they  have  all  been 
confined  in  the  Saint  Louis  Military  Prison,  the  prison  at  Alton  being 
exclusively  devoted  to  prisoners  of  war.  All  the  arrests  were  made  at 
Saint  Louis  except  where  otherwise  designated.  No  arrests  were  made 
previous  to  the  declaration  of  martial  law  August  4, 1861.  The  recapit- 
ulation exhibits  a  list  of  those  persons  now  in  confinement  exclusive  of 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  beg  leave  to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  transmitting  this  iecord,but 
the  confusion  in  which  the  records  of  the  office  were  kept  during  the 
first  two  months  after  martial  law  was  declared  has  rendered  it  as  to 
cases  occurring  within  that  period  unavoidable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  E.  LEIGHTON, 
Provost- Marshal,  District  of  t^aint  Louis. 

[Inclosuro.] 

List  of  prisoners  other  than  prisoners  of  war  confined  in  the  miUtarg  j>risons  at  Saint 
Louis  and  Alton,  March  3,  1863. 


Name. 


Jcremiali  Ahearn.. 
Lambeit  P.  Ayres. 
li.  M.  Armstrong. 


Charge. 


Jobu  A.  Urownleo do- 

J.  Bennett 

Jo}m  C.  Brown 

Henry  C.  BfUcs 

Uenry  Barron 

W.  X^.  Byrne 

Harding  Beu,jamin 

Jost'pli  W.  Burton 

M. II.  Burton 

W.  ]i.  Beaisley 

Kobert  Clark 

J.  C.  Clark 

Jobu  Crottou 

Jobn  0.  Conran 

Sidney  Chamberlain 

Samuel  B.  Churchill 

James  Cummins 

Hugh  Collins 

n.O.  Cross 

James  F.  Crawford 

J.  II.  Crowder 

John  Carroll 

IJobcrt  B.  Clark 

Prank  J.  Chaso 

U.  T.  Calvert 

William  Cl.irk 

Frederick  Bohr 

J.  M.  Donnelly 

Edward  W.  Day 

Thomas  A.  Dryden 

William  Dill 

James  0.  Edwards 

H.  K.  Eaton 

Charles  Elliott 

\V.  M.  Easlon 

Samuel  Englcr 


Giving  information  to  enemy. 
Aiding  and  abetting  enemy — 
do 


do. 

do. 

do 

Disloyalty 

Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Spy 

Aiding  and  abetting  euemy 

Spy 

Aiding  and  abetting  enemy 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Taking  measurement  of  Eort!Ko.  7 

Leaving  Saint  Louis  without  pass 

Treasonable  language 

Disloy.il  sentiments 

do 

do 

Helping  rebel  recruits,  &c 

Using  treasonable  language 

General  disloyalty 

Corresponding  with  rebels 

Aiding  rebellion 

Concealing  Government  arms 

Attempting  smuggling  to  Memphis 

Incendiary  language 

Attempting  to  prevent  execution  of  mili- 
tary order. 

Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

General  disloyalty 

Design  to  .join  rebel  army 

General  disloyalty 

Treasonable  remarks,  &c 

General  disloyalty 

Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

Treasonable  language 


Date  of 

arrest. 


Isaac  Fields 

Dr.  Felix  Ferriere 

J.  M.  Ferguson 

L.E.  Forsyth 

CD.  Fabre 

D.  It.  Grace 

John  W.  Gumi 

Dr.  W.  S.  Golding 

Samuel  GilflUan i  Sjjy 

Heury  N.  Hart i  Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy. 

Zeliulon  lloUiugsworth I  Treasonable  language 

Michael  Hansey ' do 

D.  O.  Hughes \  Spy 


Sept.  18, 1861 
Nov.  1,1861 
Nov.  9,1861 
Aufj.l*.  18G1 
Sept.  38,  1861 
Oct.  20,1861 
Oct.  28,1861 
Oct.  29,1861 
Nov.  C,1S61 
Nov.  9,1861 
Nov.  11, 1861 
Nov.  9,1861 
Nov.  16, 1861 
Aug.  26, 186] 
Sept.  9.1861 
Sept.  8,1861 
Sept.  in,  1861 
Sept.  25, 1861 
Oct.  19,1861 
Oct.  22,1861 
Nov.    9,1861 

....do  

....do  

Nov.  10, 1861 
Dec.  27,1861 
Oct.  31,1801 
Jan.  28,1802 
Feb.  3,1862 
Feb.  9,1802 
Sept.  9. 1861 
Sept.  5,1861 
Sept.  25, 1801 
Oct.  3,1801 
Jan.  1,1802 
Sept.  5,1801 
Oct.  18,1861 
Oct.  26,1861 
Dec.  17,1861 
Jan.  23,1802 

Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  11, 1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 
Sept.  14, 1801 
Oct.  2, 1861 
Sept.  1,1801 


Nov. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


9,1801 
4, 1862 
0,1""' 


Sept.  10, 1861 
,Sept.2D,  IKBl 

do 

Sept.  25, 1801 


Nov 
Oct. 
Nov 
Nov 


Date  of  dis- 
charge. 


Sept.  20, 1801 
Dec.  11,1861 
Nov.  12,1861 
Aug.  21, 1801 
Sept.  29, 1861 
Nov.  18, 1861 
7, 1861 
31, 1861 
10, 1861 
11, 1861 
Do. 
Do. 
Dec.  4, 1801 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  13,1861 
Sept.  10, 1801 
Sept.  30, 1801 
Sept.  27, 1801 
Nov.  4, 1801 
Nov.  10,1801 
Dec.  11,1861 
Do. 
Do. 
Dec.  4,1801 
Dec.  28,1861 
Nov.  27,1861 
Feb.  3, 1862 
Feb.  12,1862 
Feb.  28,1862 
Sept.  27, 1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Sept.  27, 1801 
Oct.  4, 1861 
Jan.  2, 1862 
Sept.  12,1801 
Oct.  22,1861 
Nov.  12,1861 
Dec.  19,1861 
Jan.   25,1862 


Sept.  10,1861 
Sept.  15,1801 
Sept. 1«,  1861 
Sept.  15, 1801 
Oct.  3, 186) 
5, 1801 

12. 1801 

21. 1802 
8, 1H62 

Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  21, 1861 

Nov.    6,1861 


Sept. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
-lun. 
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I 


X;iine. 


Char/Tc. 


Butt-  of 
arrest. 


Bate  of  dis- 
charge. 


Charles  II.  Harrison 

.Tolm  llaiiios 

J  oRopli  Iliinlpp 

-K  S.  Harrington 

0.  ijrf'L-nry  Hyde 

Bauip]  Hiidsoii 

Boininick  Hilbert 

Williftiii  Henley 

Welliii'iton  Hotl'nian 

Robert  Jarrott 

J '.  H.  Johnson 

"U'illiani  Jackson 

Kugene  Jaccard 

Joseph  Jackson 

^^illiarn  0.  Jame.son 

"William  Jordan 

James  Koelan 

Tlioiuas  Kearney 

James  Kennedy 

John  S.  Kelly 

Gcorjro  Kingsland 

Leroy  Kin^sland 

C  il'.  Xeet,  alias  Leet 

Joseph  Lancaster 

J.  AV.  McDonald 

JFaxTVell  McBowell 

Peter  ilarkcy 

J.  C.Moody  (druggist) 

Abraham  Morton 

Matthew  MeHogan 

Aiignste  Munger 

John  Morrill 

John  K.  Miles 

.1  nlius  C.  Minor 

Jtdiu  Motherhead 

AV jllis  Jlotherhead 

La  wrenco  Mooney 

John  Morrow 

jMhvnrd  McKride 

E.M.  Mabie 

]J.  Mango 

Jloritz  Neidner 

A\'illiam  H.  Nelson 

Julius  Xeisman 

Minor  Neal 

James  M.  P.  Xolan 

Miehael  Nolan 

A.  K.Xisbct 

(Tustavns  Ortell 

David  O'Shea 

AVilliain  Thomas  Pittard- 
Horace  Petrie 


Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy. 

do 

do 

do 

Besign  to  go  to  New  Orleans 


Spy 

Tj  casonablo  language 
do 

General  disloyalty 

Treasonable  language 

'. do 

,  Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

I  General  disloyalty 

'  Aiding  and  abetting  enemy 

.  Conveying  correspondence  to  rebel  States  . 

I  Spy  ..' 

!  Carrying  dispatches  torebolarmy 

:  Treasonable  language 

Enlisting  troops  for  rebel  anny 

Treasonable  language 

Ctracealing  munitions  of  war 

do 

;  Giving  infoi-mation  to  euciuy 

,'  Incendiary -" 

,  G eneral  disloyalty 

Enlisting  recruits  for  re1)el  army 

do 

Treasonable  language 

Aidiug  enemy 

! do 

j  General  disloyalty 

I  Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

' do 

do 

]  Burning  bridge 

do 


Spy 

Aiding  and  abetting  enemj- 

Spy 

I  Carrying  correspondence  South  . 

Treasonable  language 

■  Publishing  treasonable  articles . . 


I  Spy. 

General  disloyalty 

j  Aiding  and  abetting  enemy 

i  Writing  treasonable  letters . . .  ■ 

[  Leaving  for  New  Orleans  without  pass. 

{  Treasonable  language 

I do 


.do. 


Risdon  H.  Price 

"William  Perkins 

John  J'helan 

Conrad  Peiper 

A.F.  Pack 

Thomas  Pendergrast. . . 

('harles  Prentice 

Jackson  Quigg 

SVillianiQuinn 

Thomas  Koach 

"William  Rose 

"William  B.Redfleld.... 

J  oseph  Rickey 

T.  Reynolds 


!  General  disloyalty 

I  Sketching  fortifications   for   treasonable 
I      purposes. 

!  Conveying  recruits  to  rebel  army 

'  Aiding  and  abetting  enemy 

Treasonable  language 

Aiding  enemj' 

General  disloyalty 

Treasonable  language 

-do 


John  liodcnberger. . 
William  H.  Roberts. 

"William  Ray 

J.  Scheverell 

A.  Seeton 

Sol.  Skeen 

J  ohn  Shea 

.  John  Sexton,  jr 

Michael  Sullivan 

D.H.  Silver 

Mai'tiu  Shea 


Spy  . 

Treasonable  language 

Recrniting  for  rebel  army 

do 

(Carrying  dispatches  to  enemy 

Charged  with  disloyalty 

Having  Government  arms  in  his  posses- 
siou. 

Treasonable  language 

-do 


Oct.     4.1801 
Nov.    6,1801 

....do 

Nov.  16, 1861 

Nov.  18, 1861 

Nov.  21,1861 

Jan.  15,1802 

Jan.  18.1802 

Feb.    8, 1802 

Aug.  23, 1861 

Aug.  15, 1861 

Oct.     4, 1861 

Oct.   29,1861 

Nov.    9,1861 

j  Jan.     1, 1862 

I  Jan.  ia,1862 

I  Aug.  19, 1861 

Sept.  1, 1861 

!  Sept.  2, 1861 

Oct.   12, 1861 

i  Dec.  10, 1861 

;....do 

;  Oct.  13, 1801 
Nov.  9,1861 
!  Aug.  19, 1861 
;  Sept.  2, 1861 
Sept.  8. 1801 

do 

Oct.     2, 1801 

....do 

Oct.  14,1861 
Nov.  9,1861 

....do 

..-.do  

Nov.    4,1801 

....do  

Nov.  15, 1861 
I  Nov.  16, 1861 

'....do 

j  Nov.  20,  ISIJl 
I  Dec.  25, 1861 
i  Aug.  14,1801 
:  Sept.  3, 1861 
■  Sept.  13, 1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
I  Oct.  18, 1861 
lOct.  22,1861 
{Jan.  28,1862 
I  Oct.  2, 1861 
:  Jan.  30, 1802 
'  Ang.  22, 1861 
'  Oct.   24, 1801 

Nov.  1,1861 
Nov.  9,1801 
Dec.  2, 1801 
Dec.  15,1861 
!  Oct.  29, 1801 
I  Jan.  30,1802 
Feb.  8, 1862 
:  Kept.  27, 1801 
j  Dec.  7, 1801 
Sept.  1, 1801 

....do 

I  Sept.  6, 1861 

Nov.  30,1861 

<  Dec.    3, 1861 


Assaulting  U.  S.  soldier 

Spy 

do 

do 

Aiding  and  abetting  enemy - 

General  disloyalty 

Treasonable  language 

General  disloyalty 

do 


-Tan. 
Bee. 
Bee. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb, 


....do  

Jan.  7, 1802 
Fob.  8, 1802 
Sept.   1,1801 

do 

Sept.  3, 1861 
Sept.  9,1801 
Sept.  13, 1801 
Sept.  19,1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
Nov.  31],  1 861 
Oct.     1, 1861 


Oct.  10,1861 
Nov.  19,1861 
Nov.  18,1801 
2, 1802 
22,1861 
27, 1801 
23, 1862 
24.1802 
14, 1862 
Ang.  24, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1801 
Oct.  9, 1861 
Oct.  31,1801 
Nov.  12,1801 
Still  hold. 
Jan.  25,1862 
Aug.  25, 1861 
Sept.  15, 1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Oct.  14, 1861 
Bee.    10,1801 

Bo. 
Oct.  24,1861 
Nov.  13,1861 
Sept.  5. 1801 
No  date. 
Sept.  9, 1861 
Sept.  16,1861 
Oct.       3, 1861 

Bo. 
Oct.     21, 1861 
Nov.   12,1861 

Bo. 

Bo. 
Bee.     6, 1801 

Bo. 

Bo. 
Bee.      4,1861 
Nov.  29,1861 
StUlhold. 
Bee.   26,1861 
Aug.  15, 1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  21, 1861 
Oct.      4, 1861 
Still  held. 
Oct.    28, 1861 
Still  held. 
Oct.      4, 1801 
Feb.     7, 1802 
Aug.  23, 1801 
Oct.    29, 1801 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Bee. 

Bee. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Sept. 

Boo. 

Oct. 

Sept. 

Kept. 

Bee. 

Deo. 


2. 1861 
11,1861 
12,1861 
18, 1801 
27, 1801 

7. 1862 
28, 1862 
3U,  1861 

8, 1801 
1, 1861 
5, 1861 
7, 1861 
7, 1861 
11, 1801 


Do. 
Still  held. 
Feb.  13,1862 
Sept.  10, 1801 

Bo. 
Sept.  25, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 

Bo. 
Sept.  23, 1861 
0<:t.      1. 1861 
Dec.  17,1801 
Oct.      2, 1861 
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Name. 


Sylvester  Simpaon 

John  Spencer 

Preston  S'\veeney 

K    Shepherd...^ 

Tlicortore  Smith 

J.  H.  Sclienck 

J.  D.  Stewart 

J.ames  il.  Stino 

Stephen  Stott 

Micliael  Smith 

J.S.  Xriplett 

Dr.  J.  F.  T.allant 

Joh  n  Tpdebush 

JohuTirrer 

Heurv  Vincent 

I'hilip  White 

AVilliam  "Woods 

Georj^e  Wilson 

Levi  J.Wardlaw 

Vriel  "Wriffht 

Moses  F.  \V hite 

■William  F.  'Whittinghotr. . 

D.Sl.C. 'Wells 

Thomas  "Walsh 

John  S.  Zeieler 

"W.J.  Stratton 

"W.F.Wells 

Ambrose  lIcFaul , 

George  J.  Jones 


Dr.  Bobert  Barclay . 
J.  B.  Burnett 


Charge. 


Treasonable  language 

Designing  to  burn  Laclede  bridge- 
Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy 

Spy 


Destroying  bridges  on  Pacific  'Eailroad  — 
Passing  linesof  army  "without permission. 

Treasonable  language 

do 

Bridge  burning 

Assaulting  U.S.  soldier 

Treasonablo  language 

Spy  . 


General  disloyalty 

Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy. 

Spy ".. 

Furnishing  arms  to  enemy 

Spy 

Aiding  and  abetting  the  enemy. 
Spy 


Burning  bridge 

Spy 

Aiding  and  abetting  enemy 

General  disloyalty 

Treasonable  language 

Expressing  treasonablo  sentiments 

Bearer  of  dispatches  to  General  Price. .  - 


Date  of 
arrest. 


Treasonable  language. 
Publisbin:;  treasonable 

lish.ioumals. 
General  disloyalty . 
do 


articles  from  Eng- 


Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


Oct.  6, 1801 
Nov.    9.1861 

....tlo.; 

Dec.     9, 1861 

14, 1801 

10,1862 

28, 1862 

3, 1802 

7, 1862 

8,1862 

Aug.  23, 1861 
Sept.  14,  )8G1 
Oct.  18,1861 
Nov.  12, 1861 
Jan.  4, 18C2 
Sept.  9,1861 
Sept.  16, 1861 
Kept.  25, 1S61 
Oct.  18,1861 
Oct.  19,1861 
Nov.  4,1861 
Nov.  23, 1861 
Nov.  27,  1801 
Feb.  8, 1862 
Sept.  12, 1801 
Feb.  20,1862 
Dec.  17, 1861 
Feb.  28,1802 
Feb.  20, 1862 

Feb.  18,1862 
....do  


Date  of  dis- 
charge. 


Jan 
J.'in 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb 


Oct.  8, 1861 
Nov.  12,1861 
Dee.   16,1801 

Do. 
Dec.  18,1801 
20, 1802 
29, 1862 
14, 1802 
9, 1862 
14, 1862 
Sept.  11, 1861 
Sept.  18, 1861 
Dec.  4, 1861 
Feb.  7, 1862 
Feb.  1, 1862 
Sept.  16, 1861 

Sept  27,1861 
Oct  30, 1861 
Oct.  23,1861 
Nov.  12,1861 
Nov.  29,1861 
Dec.  3, 1861 
Feb.  14,1862 
Kept.  13, 1801 
Still  held. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  March  3,  18G2. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Proiwst-Marshal-Oeneral. 

General:  *  »  *  Concerning  Joseph  Widmeyer,  arrested  in 
Morgan  County,  Ya.,  by  order  of  General  Banks  on  February  17, 18G2, 
the  coininandiug  general  directs  that  he  be  held  in  custody  until  the 
lines  of  our  forces  are  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  hiin 
to  do  harm  in  any  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  March  4, 18G2. 
Hon.  George  H.  Pendleton,  Member  of  Congress. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant,  with  one  from  Mrs.  Broadstreet,  &c.  I  am  very  sorry 
to  inform  you  that  her  case  is  not  within  the  rules  1  have  adopted. 
She  desires  to  go  and  return,  whereas  ])asses  are  given  to  women  and 
children  whose  husbands,  parents  or  means  are  in  tlic  South  and  wlio 
intend  toreiiuiin  there.  A  more  extended  indulgence  would  lead  to  con- 
tinual crossing  and  recrossing  our  military  lines  and  would  be  entirely 
incompatible  with  the  public  interests. 

"While  on  tlie  subject  allow  me  to  mention  tliat  Mis.  Semmes,  the 
wife  of  the  commander  of  the  privateer  Sumter,  is  in  Cincinnati  with 
her  children.  Her  po>sition  is  a  very  unpleasant  one  in  many  respects 
and  slie  is  anxious  to  go  South.    Should  she  not  be  allowed  to  go? 
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Indeed  slioixld  she  not  be  sent  whether  she  wishes  to  go  or  not? 
Should  we  retain  within  our  limits  the  families  of  those  who  are  iu 
arms  against  the  Government  ?  Should  they  not  be  sent  into  the  insur- 
gent States  to  share  the  privations,  tlie  social  disquietude  and  the  des- 
olation they  have  brought  and  are  bringing  upou  themselves?  I 
believe  their  presence  there  in  the  midst  of  all  this  social  derangement 
would  be  a  much  more  effectual  cure  for  secessionism  than  a  residence 
among  us  where  no  such  disturbance  exists. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOH]S[  A  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


FoBT  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  March  5, 1863. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

A  writ  was  sent  here  from  New  York  this  morning  for  the  person  of 
Arthur  Brown,*  a  state  jmsoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  refused 
to  let  him  go  without  your  order.  The  person  who  served  the  writ 
stated  that  the  said  Arthur  Brown  was  a  witness  iu  a  law  suit  but  his 
testimony  was  not  material,  and  he  would  not  probably  be  wanted. 
In  case  he  should  be  shall  I  allow  him  to  go  ? 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  6, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  Netv  Toric  Harbor  : 

Send  me  a  description  of  the  character  of  the  writ  and  the  names 
of  the  attorneys  and  judge  by  whom  issued. 

F.  W.  SBWAKD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 


Washington,  March  6,  186,2. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  considered  with  attention  the 
correspondence  which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you  in  the  mouths 
of  October,  November  and  December  last  concerning  the  treatment 
exijerienced  by  the  crews  of  two  British  schooners.  Revere  and  Louisa 
Agnes,  which  had  been  captured  on  the  charge  of  breach  of  blockade. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  regard  the  putting  of  seamen 
belonging  to  these  vessels  in  irons  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
and  for  the  period  for  which  this  was  avowedly  done  as  wholly  nujustifi- 
ablc.  I  am,  however,  instructed  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction  with 
which  Her  IVIajesty's  Government  have  seen  that  upon  the  matters 
being  brought  by  me  to  your  notice  you  informed  me  that  an  instruc- 
tion would  be  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  flag  offlcers 
of  the  blockading  squadrons  to  use  irons  only  when  and  so  long  as 
necessary,  and  in  all  cases  to  pursue  the  utmost  kindness  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  captures  and  prizes  toward  seamen  captured  iu 
attemijting  to  break  the  blockade. 

'See  case  of  Arthur  Brown,  p.  1345. 
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I  am  desired  to  add  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  trust  that  this 
instruction  will  be  so  carried  into  effect  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
a'jy  cases  similar  to  those  of  the  Louisa  Agnes  and  the  Eevere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


War  Department,  WasMngto7i,  March  U,  1862. 
liOBERT  MXTERAY,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Neio  York. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter*  from  Otis  Gibson, 
esq.,  relative  to  Samuel  L.  (Touverneur,  esq.,  late  U.  S.  consul  at  Foo 
Choo,  China,  who  is  expected  to  return  to  the  United  States  soon.  You 
will  please  be  on  the  lookout  for  him,  and  if  he  should  laud  at  New 
York  you  will  arrest  and  convey  him  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  report  to 
this  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  Oeneral. 

(Same  to  Charles  Ogden,  Toronto,  Canada;  J.  K.  Giddings,  esq., 
Montreal,  Canada;  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  Bostou.) 


Fort  Hamilton,  N'ew  York  Harbor,  March  (J,  1802. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  JJ.  C. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  telegram  just  now  received  I  have  to  state 
that  the  writ  was  a  very  informal  one,  commanding  me  to  appear  before 
Justice  J.  S.  Bosworth,  of  the  U.  S.  superior  court,  at  11  a.  m.  on  the 
5th  of  March.  The  writ  was  brought  down  between  10.30  and  11 
o'clock  of  that  day  and  had  no  attorneys'  names  mentioned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Gommandinij. 

V.  S. — This  is  the  recollection  of  the  oflicer  of  the  day.  Lieutenant 
Noble,  Eighth  Infantry,  who  saw  the  writ. 

M.  B. 


Fort  Hamilton,  Neiv  York  Harbor,  March  (i,  1802. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I>.  C. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  my  letter  of  this  date  I  have  to  say  that  a 
person  sent  me  in  word  that  he  was  from  the  marshal's  office,  &c.    1 
received  him  and  found  out  that  it  was  a  falsehood.    I  turued  him  over 
to  the  officer  of  the  day,  Lieutenant  Noble. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Go  lonel,  Commanding. 

*  Not  found. 
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Kouse's  Point,  March  6, 1862. 
noil.  E.  il,  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  letter  from  "  G.  M.,"  but  in  trutli  from  John 
C.  Bvnue,  a  rebel  member  of  the  Maryland  legislature,  and  since  he  has 
been  in  Montreal  has  shown  himself  as  unscrupulous  in  his  secession- 
isni  as  any  there.  If  it  be  a  fact  as  ho  represents  that  the  order  for 
his  arrest  lias  been  recalled  I  am  confident  misrepresentations  have 
been  made  to  the  Department,  for  knowing  as  much  as  I  do  of  him  1 
am  certain  his  entire  sympathies  are  with  the  rebels. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DUNN. 

V.  S. — I  think  Mr.  Underwood  has  some  evidence  of  his  disloyalty. 

[Inclosure.] 

No.  9.]  Montreal,  March  3, 1862. 

Dear  William  :  Since  my  last  of  20th  ultimo  we  have  a  complete 
interruiition  of  travel  and  mails  in  consequence  of  heavy  and  continued 
falls  of  snow,  but  I  previously  received  yours  of  17th  (No.  13)  and  now 
those  of  22d  and  21th  (15  and  16),  consequently  No.  14  of  20th  to 
which  you  refer  has  failed  to  reach  me. 

First,  in  reference  to  the  sugar,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say  than  to 
repeat  my  "startling  cry" — the  longer  they  are  held  the  worse  it  will  be 
for  all  concerned,  and  if  others  can  sell  800  and  900  barrels  per  day  why 
cannot  we  dispose  of  ours?  I  tell  you  once  more  that  in  my  opinion 
fair  refining  will  soon  fall  to  6  cents. 

Next,  as  regards  my  return  home,  unless  I  can  have  some  assurance 
that  not  only  the  order  for  my  arrest  is  withdrawn  but  that  I  can  go 
back  without  any  parole  and  my  future  as  free  and  open  as  I  feel  my 
past  political  career  to  have  been  innocent,  and  my  poor  wardrobe  said 
to  be  held*  at  Eouse's  Point  restored  to  me,  I  am  not  disposed  to  sneak 
back  somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  felon  against  whom,  at  any  conven- 
ient time,  an  old  or  new  offense  may  be  trumped  up  by  those  holding 
and  reveling  in  power  and  utterly  unscrupulous  in  its  exercise.  At  the 
same  time  you  may  readily  imagine  how  happy  I  would  be  to  see  and 
be  with  you  all — to  take  my  share  of  the  little  labor  (unfortunately)  you 
have  to  perform.  As  to  my  advice  or  counsel,  that  I  have  given  and 
will  continue  so  to  do  from  here,  and  so  soon  trust  to  learn  that  the  sad 
and  iiainful  topic  open  between  us  has  been  obliterated  at  however  great 
a  sacrifice. 

Not  having  anything  to  say  on  the  subject  to  any  of  the  family  who 
I  sincerely  trust  may  all  understand  my  position  I  must  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  be  arranged  as  best  they  may,  taking  only  my  share  of  pecuniary 
responsibility  and  meeting  it  as  soon  and  fully  as  I  can.  Meanwhile 
let  me  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  obtain  some  new  commission  busi- 
ness, especially  from  our  friends  J.  C  B.  &  Co.,  but  I  would  again  beg 
to  im])ress  upon  you  that  the  refinery  is  our  best  and  surest  dependence 
and  that  if  we  can  retain  that  agency  we  should  only  be  too  thankful 
till  brighter  and  better  days  dawn.  Our  commissions  from  that  source 
should  meet  my  expenses,  which  will  be  smaller  hereafter  as  I  shall  have 
settled  by  ray  next  draft  for  $250  probably  all  my  bills  except  a  small 
one  to  the  tailor  and  doctor.  Apropos  I  am  glad  to  say  I  think  my 
boils  have  nearly  run  out.  They  have  been  very  painful  and  annoying. 
In  legard  to  my  remaining  household  effects,  silver,  glass,  books  and 
plate,  sell  them  as  well  as  you  can  and  whenever  it  may  be  necessary. 

'  See  Dunn  to  Seward,  October  17,  Vol.  I,  this  Series,  p.  602,  for  allusion  to  Brune's 
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I  don't  suppose  I  shall  ever  keep  house  again  if  T  ever  do  return  to  my 
dear  native  city. 

Remember  me  to  all  kind  friends  and  give  much  love  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  family.    Tell  B.  B.  H.  that  I  have  his  of  19th,  most  wel- 
come, and  will  answer  it  in  a  few  days. 
Ever  yours,  dear  William, 

0.  M. 

No.  10.]  MARCH  3,  [1862]. 

Xo  mail  went  out  yesterday,  and  on  re-perusing  the  inclosed  T  find  I 
have  omitted  to  give  my  best  thanks  to  George  for  his  kind  interference 
in  my  behalf.  Let  them  withdraw  the  order  if  they  please,  and  maybe 
he  could  obtain  an  order  for  the  release  of  my  trunk  and  then  I  could 
be  guided  and  governed  by  events  as  well  as  my  feelings. 
Yours,  ever, 

C.  M. 
All  (of  course)  confidential. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  C,  1862. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S,  Marshal,  New  York : 

Be  on  the  lookout  for  Peter  Herman,  who  is  expected  by  every  steamer, 
bearer  of  treasonable  dispatches  from  Europe.  He  is  about  forty-seven 
or  forty-eight  years  old  and  has  a  jjassport,  No.  959,  dated  May  4, 1857, 
signed  Lewis  Ca.ss,  Secretary  of  State,  and  viseed  by  Samuel  Kicker,  late 
U.  S.  consul  at  Frankfort-on-the-Main.  Arrest  and  send  him  to  Fort 
Lafayette;  secure  his  papers  and  send  them  to  the  State  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  djutani  -  General. 

(Same  to  John  S.  Keyes,  U.  S.  marshal,  Boston;  C.  P.  Bradley,  esq., 
chief  of  police,  Chicago;  A.  C.  Sands,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  (Jincinnati; 
Hiram  Dunn,  esq.,  House's  Point,  N.  Y. ;  chief  of  iiolice,  Detroit,  Mich, ; 
Delos  T.  Bligh,  esq.,  Louisville,  Ky.) 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  7,  18C,2. 
Lieut.  Col,  Martin  Burke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
6tli  instant  and  to  inform  you  that  your  proceedings  in  the  matter  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corjjus  are  entirely  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  /Secretary. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  March  7,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  J).  C. 
Sir:  There  has  been  a  falsehood  perpetrated  on  me  with  regard  to  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  yesterday,  and  I  have  requested  Marshal 
Murray  to  have  the  matter  investigated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  257 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  8, 1862. 
Lieut,  Col.  Martin  Bckke,  Fort  Lafayette,  K  Y. 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters  of 
the  Gth  instant  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  to  inform  you 
that  your  proceedings  in  the  matter  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  are 
entirely  approved. 
I  am,  &c., 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  8, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

General  :  You  may  release  John  A.  Hibbs,  John  Wild,  John  Lemon, 
Thomas  W.  Hollis,  George  Seeley,  John  G.  Goodln  and  John  Ferris, 
prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Delaware,  \\\)ot\  their  giving  their  written 
parole  of  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
lu  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  djutant-  General. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  March  8, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

(teneral  :  1  have  been  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  report 
to  yourself  and  Mr.  Pierrepont  for  duty  as  clerk  of  the  commission  cre- 
ated by  Executive  Order,  No.  2,  of  the  W^ar  Department  in  relation  to 
political  prisoners.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  when 
and  where  the  commission  will  meet  to  organize  and  in  what  manner  I 
can  serve  you?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  desirable  to  dispose  of  all 
these  cases  as  soon  as  possible.  There  are  now  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in  this  city  and  their 
cases  are  familiar  to  Mr.  E.  J.  Allen,  a  detective  in  the  employ  of  the 
])rovost-marshal,  who  I  am  informed  intends  to  leave  tlie  city  in  a  short 
time.  I  would  suggest  therefore  that  those  cases  here  had  better  be 
disposed  of  first. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

B.  D.  WEBSTEE. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  March  9, 1862. 
E.  D.  Webster,  Esq.,  Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Major-General  Dix  has  received  your  letter  of  yesterday 
and  instructed  me  to  say  that  he  will  communicate  at  once  with  Judge 
Pierrepont,  his  associate,  and  inform  you  what  arrangements  the  com- 
missioners will  make.  The  general  would  be  glad  to  receive  from  the 
State  Department  as  early  as  practicable  a  list  of  the  prisoners  at  Forts 
Lafayette  and  Warren. 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 
Captain  and  Aide-de-Gamp. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  6th 
instant  in  which  after  reverting  to  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  us  concerning  the  treatment  experienced  by  the  crews 
of  the  British  schooners  llevere  and  Louisa  Agnes  you  state  tliat  Her 
Majesty's  Government  cannot  butregard  the  putting  oi' seamen  belong- 
ing to  those  vessels  in  irons  under  the  circumstances  in  which  and  for 
the  period  for  which  this  was  avowedly  done  as  wholly  unjustifiable. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  observe  that  it  is  believed  that  except 
in  the  cases  of  the  Revere  and  Louisa  Agnes  and  one  other  case  which 
has  just  been  brought  to  my  notice  no  complaints  whatever  have 
reached  this  Government  during  the  existing  rebellion  of  harsh  treat- 
ment of  persons  on  board  of  vessels  captured  by  our  naval  forces.  And 
t;\  hen  in  the  first  two  of  those  cases  a  complaint  was  preferred  by  you 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  though  perfectly  convinced  in  his  own  mind 
of  their  humanity,  lost  no  time  in  enjoining  upon  the  flag  officers  of  our 
blockading  squadrons  kindness  in  all  cases  toward  captured  prisoners 
and  that  irons  be  iised  only  when  and  as  long  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  the  captors  and  the  prizes.  If,  however,  our  naval 
officers  are  in  any  case  justly  chargeable  with  rigorous  treatment  of 
persons  taken  by  them  from  on  board  prize  vessels  such  persons  have 
their  judicial  remedies  in  our  courts  of  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
His  Excellency  F.  H.  Peirpoint, 

Oovernor  of  Virginia,  Wheeling,  Va. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  25tli  ultimo  with  the  accompanying  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia,  and  to  inform  you  that  it  will  receive  careful 
attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore: 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inquire  how  many  political  prison- 
ers and  spies  you  can  receive  and  take  care  of  at  Fort  McHenry. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  10,  1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Mass. 

Colonel  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  if 
Rev.  A.  L.  Hitzelberger  be  a  loyal  and  proper  ])erson  he  may  be  admitted 
to  Fort  Warren  to  visit  the  prisoners  if  in  your  judgment  it  can  be  done 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Baltimoke,  Md.,  March  10, 1862. 
p.  H.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

There  is  not  room  at  Fort  McHenry  for  any  more  political  prisoners. 
There  are  only  two  rooms  of  moderate  size  and  both  are  occupied. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Headqxjaetebs,  Baltimore,  March  11, 1862. 
P.  H.  Watson,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  The  whole  number  of  political  prisoners  ever  confined  within 
the  walls  of  Fort  McHenry  is  seventeen.  This  was  only  for  a  few  days, 
when  a  room  now  occupied  by  the  gari'ison  was  used  for  their  custody. 
Twelve  prisoners  can  be  convenieiitly  accommodated,  but  six  of  these 
must  use  officers'  quarters.  Whenever  the  number  of  political  prisoners 
has  risen  to  twelve  or  fourteen  I  have  always  asked  for  their  removal. 
It  is  still  more  necessary  now,  as  we  have  been  compelled  to  take  one 
of  the  rooms  usually  occupied  for  the  close  custody  of  particular  pris- 
oners fop  ordnance  stores.  At  present  there  are  eight  political  prisoners 
in  custody,  all  that  can  now  be  conveniently  accommodated,  and  this 
number  may  be  increased  any  day  by  arrests  here  as  there  is  no  place 
within  the  city  for  the  confinement  of  political  prisoners. 

I  inclose  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  me*  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember last  to  Major-General  McClellan  on  this  subject.  Since  then 
our  facilities  for  the  custody  of  prisoners  have  been  diminished  by  the 
necessities  of  the  garrison. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHX  A.  JHX, 

Major-Oencral. 


War  Department,  Washington,  1).  C,  March  11, 1862. 
Judge  Edwards  Plerrepont,  Neic  York. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inquire  how  soon  the  com- 
mission consisting  of  General  Dix  and  yourself,  appointed  under  the 
President's  Executive  Order,  Xo.  2,  in  relation  to  state  prisoners  will 
be  ready  to  hear  and  determine  cases  and  at  what  place  it  is  proposed 
to  sit  first?  This  inquiry  is  made  to  enable  this  Department  to  satisty 
the  numerous  applicants  for  information  on  these  points.  For  a  while 
they  were  quieted  by  receiving  a  copy  of  the  circular  inclosed,  but  that 
no  longer  satisfies  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J».  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War 


Headquarters  Provost-Mar  shal-General, 

Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Washington.  D.  C,  March  11,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal-  General. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  case  of  John  F.  G.  Offutt,  a  prisoner  confined  in 
the  Old  Gapitol  Building,  whose  application  to  tlie  honorable  Secretary 

*  Omitted  here.    See  Vol.  I,  this  Series,  p.  592. 


260  PEISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

of  War  to  be  released  from  custody  on  his  parole  of  honor,  &c.,  has  been 
referred  to  yourself  for  a  report  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

Said  Offutt  was  sent  to  this  office  from  General  Banks'  division  on 
the  20th  of  January  last,  he  having  crossed  the  river  from  Virginia 
near  Harper's  Ferry  and  having  gone  into  Virginia  by  the  way  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  about  the  middle  of  October  last,  being  then  from  Balti- 
more. My  operatives  inform  me  that  Offutt  was  one  of  the  notorious 
Marshal  Kane's  policemen  lii  Baltimore,  who  from  their  leader  down 
took  such  an  active  part  against  the  Government  in  that  city  at  the 
commencement  of  our  national  troubles,  said  Kane  being  now  confined 
in  Fort  Warren  as  one  of  the  most  dangerous  traitors  in  the  country. 
Oft'utt  stated  to  one  of  my  operatives  in  Virginia  that  he  had  had  a  hand 
in  the  murderous  assault  on  the  Federal  troops  in  Baltimore  on  the  19th 
of  April  last,  and  he  exhibited  portions  of  Federal  military  etiuipments 
as  corroborative  evidence  of  his  participation  in  that  ignominious  affair. 
He  also  stated  that  he  had  come  into  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
the  rebels  all  he  could  against  the  Federal  Government. 

My  operative  thinks  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  Offutt  has  come  from 
Virginia  as  a  spy  for  the  rebel  Government,  and  that  from  bis  extensive 
ac(iuaintance  on  this  side  of  the  lines  and  his  avowed  hostility  to  the 
Government  and  sympathy  -with  the  rebels  he  is  a  spy  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous stamp.  While  on  examination  at  this  office  Offutt  also  recog- 
nized one  of  my  operatives  who  had  seen  him  in  Virginia  and  who  hap- 
pened to  be  present  here  at  the  time.  Being  misled  as  to  the  character 
of  this  operative  here  he  (Oft'utt)  stated  to  him  privately  that  the  state- 
ment he  (Offutt)  had  made  at  the  office  in  regard  to  military  affairs  in 
the  South  was  not  triie.  The  fact  of  his  having  seen  this  operative  at 
these  headquarters  from  which  he  might  also  infer  the  character  of  an 
associate  operative  now  in  Virginia  renders  it  even  more  unsafe  for  him 
to  be  set  at  liberty,  as  in  case  of  his  return  to  Virginia  he  would  not 
only  carry  all  the  military  information  he  could  get  to  the  enemy  but 
might  seriously  interfere  there  with  the  secret  service  of  this  office  and 
endanger  the  lives  of  my  operatives  on  duty  there.  In  consideration 
of  this  double  dangerousness  of  this  man  therefore  I  have  to  recom- 
mend that  as  a  most  imperative  military  necessity  he  be  kept  in  secure 
confinement  until  the  close  of  the  war  for  the  Union. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Wae  Department,  Washington,  March  11, 18G2. 
Joseph  Dark,  Jr.,  rrovost-Marshal,  Wheeling,  Va. 

SiK:  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  report*  of  the  7th  instant  in  relation  to  the  cases  of 
Samuel  Shippard,  James  H.  Nay  and  Dr.  J.  Devies.  I  am  also  directed 
by  him  to  request  you  to  report  to  me  the  names  of  all  political  prison- 
ers at  present  in  confinement  at  that  post,  together  with  the  proofs  upon 
which  they  are  held. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

E.  D.  WEBSTEit. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  March  12, 18G2. 
P.  H.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  wrote  yesterday  to  Judge  Pierre] lont  suggesting  to  him  to 
come  here  immediately  with  a  view  to  a  meeting  at  an  early  day  at 


*  Not  found. 
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Washington  to  consider  the  cases  of  the  political  prisoners  in  that  city. 
The  subject  has  not  received  an  earlier  consideration  for  want  of  papers 
not  yet  furnished,  which  it  was  understood  were  to  be  prepared  at  the 
State  Department.  The  moment  I  hear  from  Judge  Pierrepont  I  will 
advise  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Wae  Department,  Washington,  March  12, 18G2. 
A.  C.  Sands,  Es(i.,  V.  S.  Mamlial,  Cincinnati. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter*  relative  to  the  wife  of 
Captain  Semmes,  of  the  pirate  Sumter.  If  that  lady  is  residing  in 
Cincinnati  you  will  place  her  correspondence  under  a  strict  but  secret 
surveillance,  and  at  the  proper  time  after  arrival  of  the  next  European 
mail  you  will  make  a  thorough  examination  of  her  premises  and  bag- 
gage, secure  all  letters  and  papers  found  in  her  possession  and  trans- 
mit them  with  your  report  thereon  to  this  Department. 
By  order  of  the  Secretarv  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Alphabetical  listi  of  prisoners  ordered  released  eivce  Fehrvary  10,  ISGS. 


Name. 


Where  cuntiiied 


Atlams,  Hngli 01(1  Capitol  Prison . 

Anderson,  Samuel  F , do 

Barber,  J.  K {  Fort  Warren 

Jiurton.  B I  do 

Barr.  M.  W \ do 

Brown,  James do 

Baum,  Edward I do 

Buckles,  Kobert  W |  Fort  Lafayette 

Brookbankfl.  Thomas  A | do 

Butler,  Isai.lh , do 

Burnett,  S.K | do 

Brady,  Patrick i do 

Baker,  A.  K ! do 

Ballenger,  Isaac |  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

Benmaii,  Jackson ; do 

Beach,  Calvert ! do 

Ball.  Sunimerfield j do 

Baylies,  Ricliard  H | do 

Bayliss,  Bushrod  W i do 

Brown,  Henrj'  C 1 do 

Claggett,  Thomas  J |  Fort  Warren 

Coe,  Cliarles  H.  P.  (excli.inge) i  Fort  Lafayette 

Casto.W.  T I do 

Cottrcll,  Edward  C do 

Coleman,  J.  L do 

Connor,  James :  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

Craggs,  Thomas j do 

Doufiliiss,  J.  A Fort  AVarrcn 

Da  Costa,  Alfred do 

neiiison,  Eobert  M do 

Donnelly,  James  A Old  Capitol  Prison. 

DigneT,  John do 

English,  Jose '  Fort  Warren 

Freeni .1  n ,  R .  S I do 

Flanders.  F.D do 

Flanders,  J.  K do 

French,  Parker  H ' do 


Date  of 
release. 


*  See  Dix  to  Pendleton,  March  4,  p.  252. 

t  Found  among  the  records  of  prisoners  in  Department  of  State. 
bears  no  date,  but  was  probably  made  soon  after  March  3,  1862. 
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AlphahclicaJ  list  of  prisoners  ordered  released  since  Fehruari/  10,  ISHi — Continned. 


IKanie. 


Where  confined. 


Ford,  J.  Ignatius Old  Capitol  Prison. 

Fowler,  'lliomas  P do 

Farrell.  Dennis ' do 

Furringt  on.  M.  J ! do 

Gleaaon.  William  H do 

Green,  Charles Fort  Warren 

Guthrey,  J.  Garnett !  Fort  Lafayette 

Grissons,  K.  S j  Fort  Warren 

Gatohell,  William  H do 


Grosse,  William . 

Grayson,  E.  B 

Gnnnell,  George  W 

Holland,  K.  C 

Harrison,  William  G 

HopJsins,  Guy  S 

Hall,  David  C 

Hagina,  John,  ur  Higgins,  of  Keiituckv 

Holland,  It.  C '.. 

Hewitt,  TliomasB 

Hlirst,  Richard 

Hombeck,  A  braham 

Harrover,  John 

Haislip,  John 

Haislip,  James 

Hick,  William 

Hiiislip,  Thomas  H 

Hutchins,  George  AV 

Jones,  J.  Lawrence 

Jones,  George  W 

Jones,  E.  M 

Julius,  George 

Joy,  William .' 

Jahney,  Mahlon  H 

Krene,  Charles 

Loker,  James  B 


do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. 

, do 

Fort  Lafayette 

Fort  Warren 

Fort  Lafayette 

do 

do 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison, 
do 


Ledwidge,  Christopher. 

Lewis,  llichard 

Lee,  Kichard  K 

Lee,  William  L 

Lee,D.C 

Martin,  N 

Marriott,  C.  H 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Date  of 
release 


Mjatt,  E.  C Fort  Warren. 

Maury,  Eutson Fort  Lafayette. 

Mathews,  Thomas I do  . .' 

McDaniel,John...l I  Old  Capitol  Prison. 

McArthnr,  Lewis  L I do 

McKenzic,  Alexander  L ] do 

Mills,  Clarence | do 


Moore,  Jeremiah 

McKewen,  William  F. 

MoCubhin,  E.  H 

Ifewton,  S.  F 

O'Xeil,  Ed 

Oedeu,  J.M 

OTjearv,  Thomas 

O'Brien,  P 

Ostrauder,  Elisha  C . . . 

Olden,  Forrest 

Peak,  Mr 

Parr,  John  F 

Perkins,  J.  M 

Perry,  William 

Potter,  O.F 

Pinn,  John  (colored) . . 

Flaskett,  Matthew 

Trumble,  VauceL 

Quigley,  Thomas 

Sogers,  CO 

Eaain,P.  F 

Kasin,  Robert  W 

Eenean,  N.  S 

Bttssell,  J'.  It 

Kegan,  John 

Bea,  John  E 

Bigal,  John 

Buggies,  Edward  S, , . . 


Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do 

Do. 
Feb.  12,1862 
Feb.  17,1862 
Feb.  17  and 

21, 1862. 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.   14,1862 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Fort  Warren !  Feb.  14,1862 

~-       -  Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.   10  and 

21, 1862. 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.   12,1862 
Feb.  18  and 

21, 1862. 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

1)0. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.  12,1862 
Feb.  13,1862 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Feb.  13,1862 
Feb.  21,1862 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Mar.    3,1862 

Do. 


Fort  Lafayette. 

do 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. 

do 

Fort  Warren 

Old  Capitol  Prison. 


Fort  Lafayette 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. 

do 

do 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 


do 

Fort  Warren 

Fort  Lafayett<f 

Fort  Warren 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 

do 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. 

do 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 

do 

do 

Old  Capital  Prison. 

do 

do 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 

do 

Fort  Warren 

Fort  Lafayette 

do  ..' 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison . 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 

Fort  Warren 
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Alphabetical  list  of  prisoners  ordered  released  since  February  10, 180:2 — Continued. 


Name. 


Smedes,  Bennett 

Shaokleford,  G.  A 

Sibern,  E 

Ht.  George,  William  — 

SmitL,   William 

Swain,  J.  P 

Stunz.H.P 

Smith,  J 

Smitli,"Witlier3 

Savage.  James  W , 

Simp.son,  Henry 

Thomas,  J.  Hanson  — 

Thompson,  A 

Van  Ararinfze,  George. 
Winder,  William  H... 

Wattles,  David  C 

Weaver.I.  H 

Williams.  A.B 

Ward,  William 

Young,  John 

Young,  Lewis 


Where  confined. 


I 


Dat«  of 
releaao. 


Old  Capitol  Prison.. 

Tort  Warren 

do 

do 

Fort  Lafayette 

do 

do 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. . 

do 

do 

Fort  Warren 

Fort  Lafayette 

Fort  Warren 

do 

Fort  Lafayett* , 

do 

do 

Old  Capitol  Prison. , 

do 

do 


Feb.  18,1862 
Feb.  21,1962 

Bo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


General  Dix's  Headquartbbs,  March  15, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

1  propose  to  be  in  Washington  on  Monday  to  meet  Jutlge  Pierre- 
pont  and  take  up  the  cases  of  political  prisoners  there. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Wak  Department,  Washington,  March  13,  1862. 

William  P.  Wood, 

Superintendent  of  Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  upon  their  respectively  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  you  will  release  from 
custody  the  following  prisoners  now  held  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison, 
viz :  J.  B.  Angel,  P.  Hauety,  L.  Van  Arsdale,  James  Eiley,  B.  W.  Wine, 
John  M.  Brooke,  James  Haislip,  A.  Gunnell,  A.  G.  Gunnell,  J.  Rock- 
ford,  James  Poole,  Noah  Hunt,  M.  Eourke,  F.  X.  Lacross,  and  J.  L. 
Smith. 

Bv  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 
^  P.  H.  WATSON, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Sandusky,  March  15, 1862. 

General  M.  C.  Meigs, 

Quartermaster- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  incloseherewith  two  letters*  addressed 
to  me  by  two  state  prisoners  at  Columbus  who  desire  to  be  released  on 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  1  know  nothing  of  the  charges 
against  them  except  what  they  state,  but  I  believe  there  are  among  the 
prisoners  a  number  who  have  been  taken  up  without  any  very  specific 
charges  against  them,  and  we  encumber  ourselves  with  the  care  of  men 
who  are  of  very  little  account.    They  were  captured  in  the  early  part 

•  Not  found. 
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of  the  war  by  scouting  parties  who  were  not  very  particular  so  that 
they  brought  in  a  prisoner.  Heretofore  it  has  been  well  to  keep  them 
to  exchange  for  better  men,  but  now  that  they  are  no  longer  required 
for  that  purpose  I  would  suggest  that  all  against  whom  there  are  not 
grave  charges  be  released  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAISr, 

Lieut  Col.  Eighth  Infantry^  Commissary-General  of  Frisoners, 

[Firat  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  appears  to  the  Quartermaster-General  that  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  these  prisoners  could  be  properly  released. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 

Major-General, 


[Second  indorsement.] 


Approved, 


March  2%^  18G2. 


EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

{Secretary  of  War, 


Disposition  made  of  citizen  prisoners^  at  Vamp  Chase  and  Wheeling, 


Name. 


Hesidencc. 


Arnold,  James j  Gilmer  County,  Va 

Allen,  William  H.,  sr '  Kanawba County,  Va... 

Allen,  William,  jr do .' , 

Adams,  J.  D Uampshiro  County,  Ta. 

Adams,  Jacob I Uo 

Aniick,  Henry |  Wirt  Countj'-,  Va 

Anderson,  Joun ' do 

Avers.  Jeff ■. do 

J^riglit,!Matthcw Harrison  County.  Vu... 

]i<nrg8.  Wesley |  Webster  County,  A'a 

]lahi('tt,  N.  1) j  IJraxton  County,  Va 


iiiirnutt-  J.I>.. 
Baiinifxardner,  Jacob. 

Bowman,  A.  C 

IJnrner.  li 

liyard,  Beii.i 

Jiennett,  Hezclviali.. . 
ButcbiT,  Harvey  B... 

Cottman,  J.  W 

CouwT.  Dr.  F.  W 

Cool,  Jesse 

Cool .  A itb ibald 

Collins,  Lewis 

Carte,  George 

Cofiar,  Tunis 

Cavendisb,  John 

Crawlord.  AV.  S 

Cain.  Michael 

(.'oilman,  George 

Conwav,  G.  S. 


-do. 
Giiyandotte,  Va 

Barbour  County,  Va 

Pocahontas  County,  Va. . 

AVetzel  Tuunty,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va... 

Eoaue  County,  A  a 

Harrison  County,  Va 

Ivoano  County,  Va 

M'ebster  County,  Va 

, do 

"Dpsbur  County,  Va 

Clay  (,'ounty,  Va 

Webster  (Jo'unty,  Va 

Payette  County,  Va 

Hampshire  Coimty,  Va. 

__    Taylor  County,  Va , 

]  Harrison  County,  Va  — 


Channel.  Samuel ;  Virginia 

Cotcral,  B.  H '  Roane  County,  Va 

Collins,  A.L I  Wirt  County',  Va. 

Conrad,  Marion ! do * 

Cone,  Gamaliel j do 

Cummins,  John  S |  Roane  County,  Va 

Coon,  C.  C ]  Virginia '. 

Davis,  George  A 
Dillon,  R.  H.... 
Dulin.  I'ranois.. 
Dent,  Cornelius. 
Dunn,  John 


Couditlou  of  discharge. 


Harrison  County,  Va 

Kanawha  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

do..... 

Hampshire  County,  Va... 

*■  The  date  of  nn-est  aud  discliJiro;e  of  these  prisouora  is  not 
The  returu  was  made  Maich  13,  1862. 


Released  on 
Released  on 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Relnased  on 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Release<l  on 
Releapod  on 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 
RoleaAed  on 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  on 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  on 
Released  on 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

\)o. 

Released  on 

Released  ou 

Do. 

Do. 
RoleaBud  on 


oath  and  bond. 

oath. 


oath  and  bond. 


oath  and  to  live  in  Ohio, 
oath. 


oath  and  bond 
oath. 


oath  and  bond, 
oath. 


oath  and  bond, 
oath. 


oath  and  to  live  in  Uhio. 
stated  iu  the  returu. 
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Name. 


B.iTis,  Samuel 

Duffy,  Peter 

Doaver.  David 

Evert,  P.  K 

Enlow,  John 

Eaton,  Juuah  B 

lOvans,  l*eter 

Euoch,  David,  jr 

E:she1man,  Abraham. . 

Framptoii,  David 

Farley,  J.  W 

Flanagan,  Jacob 

FaU,Keubeu 

Flint,  William 

Grove,  George  S 

Gwin,  John 

Geortje,  Henry 

Hite,  J.W 

Harwood,  John  A 

Hansford.  Charles  S,  - . 

Heater,  Hanson 

Heater,  Harvey 

Hoover,  Frederic 

Houchiu,  Ellis 

Hall,  A.  E 

Hickman,  "VTilliam 

Hall,  Samuel 

Jones,  Samuel 

Jones,  A.  "W 

Jacob V,  Miles 

Keitli,  J.J 

KiooH,  J.  C 

Keslcr,  Alex 

Lowther,  Harrison 

Lockwoud.  J  ohii 

Louck,  G.W 

Limbers,  Isaac 

Lowther,  Gamillus 

Lemmon,  Jacob 

Lemmon,  Fredk 

Long,  S.  D 

Lynch.  "William 

Long,  Henry 

Manie,  A.J 

Martin,  H.  T 

Morris.  W.  H 

McOutchcon.  Jones... 

Malcomb,  J.  M 

Morrow,  Thomas 

McCartney,  G.  D 

Moss,  James  A 

McCrea,  Kobert 

McXamar,  John 

Meekfl,  William 

Monroe,  Sj'lvester  — 

Mvers,  J ■ 

Miller,  H.  H 

McVicker,  Steenrod- . . 
McTnty  re,  Hichard  — 

Meeks,  F.  A 

Miller,  Thomas  W.... 

Moss,G.  W 

Malcolm,  F.  M 

Martin,  David 

JsichoLs,  G.  W 

Norton,  Timothy 

Nutter.  Thomas 

^-elson,  W.  H 

Neal,  Jonathan 

Neal,  Anderson 

Parsons,  Abraham  — 

Parsons,  0.  C 

Panish,  James 

Parsons,  Cornelius  — 

Parson.s,  Joseph 

Parsons,  William  L... 

RuKsell,  St.  Mark 

Kicketts.  Elijah 

Eogers,  William  A  — 
Reynolds,  Arcliibald. 

Eoivsey,  Kilburu 

Eoach,"  Charles 


Kesidencc. 


J_ 


Condition  of  discharge. 


Hampshire  County,  Va... 

Fayette  County,  Va 

Virginia 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Kandolnh  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va... 

Harrison  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Cabell  Counly*  ^a- 

do 

Kanawha  County,  Va 

Tucker  County,  va 

Wirt  Couuty,  Va 

Charleston  County,  Va 

Upshur  County,  va 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Eoane  Couuty,  Va 

Cabell  County,  Va 

AVood  County,  Va 

]iaudol])b  County,  Va 

Gilmer  County,  Va 

do 

liraxton  County,  Va 

Pocahontas  County,  Va. . . 

Ilarrifiou  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

lioano  County,  Va 

Braxton  County,  Va 

Virginia 

ilo 

Lewis  County,  Va 

Ganley  Mount,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Lewis  Couuty.  Va 

Wood  Counly,  Va 

Kandoli)h  Couuty,  Va 

Praxton  County,  Va 

Wood  County,  Va 

Ritehie  County,  Va 

do 

Hampshire  County,  Va 

Lewis  County,  Va 

Virginia 

Fayette  County,  Va 

Lewis  County,  Va 

Nicholas  County,  Va 

Fayette  County,  Va 

I5raxton  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Clarksburg,'  Va 

Braxton  Cbnnty,  Va 

Webster  County,  Va 

Gilmer  County,'  Va 

Lewis  County,  Va 

Virginia 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Braxton  Coiintv,  Va 

do 

Gauloy  Mount,  Va 

Fayette  County,  Va 

Hamjishiro  County,  Va  . . . 

Marion  County,  Va 

Tucker  County,  Va 

Gauley  Dridge,  Va 

do 

Tucker  Cuunty,  Va 

Kanawha  County,  A'a 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Tucker  County,  Va 

do 

Koano  County,  A' a 

Cabell  County,  Va 

do 

Fayette  Cotintv,  Va 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Fayette  County,  Va 

lioaue  Couuty,  Va 


Keleascd  on  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath. 

Do. 
Heleased  on  oath  and  bond, 
llelea^ed  on  oath. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  bond. 
Keleased  on  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Ilelea»ed  on  oath  and  bond. 
Keleased  on  oath. 

lieleasod  on  oath,  governor's  pardon, 
lieleaaed  on  oath, 
Do. 
Do. 
Released  on  oath  and  bond. 
Keleased  on  oath. 
Keleasud  on  oath  and  bond, 
lielcased  on  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  bond. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  to  live  in  Ohio. 
Keleased  uu  oath  and  bond. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  t«  live  in  Indiana. 
Keleased  on  oath. 

Keleased  on  oatli  and  to  live  in  Ohio. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 
Keleased  on  oath. 
Keleased  ou  oath  and  bond. 
Keleased  on  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 
Keleased  ou  oath  and  bond, 
Keleased  ou  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Keleased  on  o.aili  and  bond. 
Keleased  ou  oath. 
Do. 
Do. 


266  PKISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Disposition  made  of  citizen  prisoners  at  Camp  Chase  and  Wheeling — Continued. 


Name. 


liosidence. 


Eogerfl,  Lem 

KuckmaD.M.  D 

Kudolpli,  Hezfikiah 

KobiDHon,  J.  H 

Jiliea,  J.  L 

Kyan,  G.  M 

Hose,  Solomon 

Kafferty,  Patrick 

Roach,  jolm 

Binehart,  Elijah 

Euby  John 

Smith,  Chris.  H 

Stalnaker,  Abaolom 

Schackelford,  Cobb 

Smith,  E.A 

Stewart,  JameB 

Snyder,  Lewis 

Smoot,  N.  C 

Stackhouse,  M 

Siebert,  Adam 

Siebert,  William 

Stockslagcr,  Daniel 

Strickland,  Joseph 

Sheppard,  Martin 

Staats,  William 

Somerville,  David 

Stewart,  William  P 

Stewart,  John  W 

Sharp,  Bry erly 

Sheppard,  K.  M.  J 

Stallman,  G.  W 

Starclicr,  Philip 

Staroher,  A.  J 

Tanner,  Joshna 

Tanner,  El^ah 

Tanner,  John  A 

Tillman,  Thomas  W 

Xomey,  Michael 

Tanner,  William 

Van  Bibber,  D.  C 

Van  Bibber.  J.  C 

Vance,  George  W 

Vandevender.Cain 

Varner,  Jacob 

Ware.JohnJf 

Wilson,  Wash.  M 

Wamer,E.C 

Windsor,  Anderson 

Walton,  E.  H 

Wi3e,W.  H 

Ward,  McKinsey 

Wyatt,  Addison 

Wagoner,  Michael 

Toust.F.H 


Fayette  County,  Va 

Kandolph  Coiintj',  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va  . . 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Braxton  County,  Va 

Virginia 

, do 

Calhoun  County,  Va 

Koano  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va. , 

Putnam  County,  Va 

Harrison  County,  Va 

Bandolph  County,  Va. . . 

Hicholas  Countyi  Va 

Cabell  Conn  ty,  Va , 

do 

Lewie  County,  Va 

Hampshire  Oounty,  Va . 

Koane  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va . 

'.'/"/Ao"".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 
Virginia 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Boano  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Boane  County,  Va 

do 

WirtCounty,  Va. 

Virginia 

Gilmer  County,  Va. 
Virginia . 

do.. 

Clay  County,  Va . 

do 

Calhoun  County,  Va... 
Near  Bnckhannon,  Va. 

Putnam  County,  Va 

Boane  County,  Va 

Nicholas  County,  Va — 

do 

do. 
Braxton  County,  Va . 
J  ackson  County,  Va  . 
Kandolph  County,  Va. . 

Clay  County,  Va 

Braxton  County,  Va. 
Fayette  County,  Va. 
Cabell  County,  Va.. 
Harrison  County,  Va. . 
Barbour  County,  Va . 
Lewis  County,  va.. 

Virginia 

Marion  County,  Va . 


Condition  of  discharge. 


Beleased  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath  and  to  live  in  Ohio. 
Released  on  oath. 
Released  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath  and  to  live  in  Ohio. 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath. 

Do. 

Do. 
Released  on  oath  and  bond. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Release<l  on  ualli. 
Released  on  oath  and  bond, 

Do. 

Do. 
Beleased  on  oath. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


The  following  prisoners  under  indictment  for  treason  have  been  turned 
over  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  western  district  of  Virginip  • 

Milton  J.  Ferguson,  Itobert  S.  Holderby,  A.  C.  Kennedy,  Johr  New 
comb,  James  M.  Gray,  James  H.  Nay,  William  Bennett,  W.  C.  Eodgers 
William  Hamilton,  David  H.  Gilmer,  George  Bastable,  Nathan  Liggett. 
John  E.  Hodges,  John  D,  Mayo,  Jeff.  Bowen,  sr.,  James  E.  Boweu, 
Mott.  Jewell,  William  Curry,  Benjamin  France,  Lewis  Ekuss,  Joseph 
Harbour,  Greenwood  Childers,  Lewis  Childers,  George  W.  Savage, 
Samuel  Smith,  John  L.  Bowen,  Perry  Peyton,  Thomas  Scales,  M.  W. 
Hughes,  P.  H.  Tliomasson,  Daniel  Dusky,  Kellis  Argobright,  Jesse  J. 
Ingraham,  Hurston  Spurlock,  James  B.  Smith,  Stephen  Strather,  sr. 

JOSEPH  DAER, 
Major  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  Provost-Marshal. 
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Kesidcnce. 


Xame. 


Alderton,  William 

Apperson,  'William 

Amick,  Eli 

Arbough,  Harry 

Jiutler,  Oliver.  I 

lioney,  Keuben 

Burdett,  JohnJ 

Hall,  Heniy 

Burner,  George 

Bradford,  James 

Bradford,  James  P 

Baker, 'William  E 

Burnett,  Dennis 

Beaton,  Jones 

Beall,  Samnel 

Bnttallion,  Hansborongh . 

Becket,  John 

Childers,  Francis 

Coberly,  Buahrod 

Cain,  Thomas 

Cordaw,  William 

Cunningham,  John 

Cooper,  Daniel 

Deries,  Doctor 

Daft,  George  E,  (c.  c. ) 

Bering,  George  M 

Davison,  D.  D 

Dangherty,  Joseph 

Everet,  E.T 

Flesbman,  C.  S 

Farris,  Jacobs 

Falconer.  William 

Gibson,  George 

Green,  James 

Heater,  Thomaa  B 

Holmes,  N.G 

Helmick,  J.N 

High,  Frederic  S 

Henson,  John 

Hammer,  George  W 

Harden,  JohUtJ 

Hampton,  Kcnben 

Henslev,  William 

Hickey ,  David  H 

Holmes,  S.G.  C 

Hope,  S.E 

Hopkins.  A.  S 

Jones,  Wesley 

Kelly.  Frank  (c.c.) 

Kaddle,  John  (c.  c.) 

Keith,  KobertM 

Kirkpatrick,  E.  W 

Lewis,  John  E 

Lewy,  Green 

Leace,  George  W 

Leace,  John  W 

Lillard,D.  C 

Lillnrd,  Jeremiah 

Lusby,  iTolin  B 

Melot,  Keziii 

Marks,  John 

Michail,  John  E 

Michael,  Jonathan 

MuHgrave,  Moses 

McCTune,  George  A.  II 

McDonald,  Anthony 

Myers,  DanielM 

MoColister,  Peter 

McColLster,  Moses 

Markh.am,  Bart 

Markham,  Steven 

Norton.  Moses 

Nolau,  P.  E 

"Xassaeur,  Lewis 

Nelson. J.W 

Uilcll,  WiDiam  H 


Parsons,  Josiah 

Pierce,  Benjamin  H. 
Propa,  Noah  W 


I 


Morgan  Connty,  Ta 

Kanaolpli  Couniy,  Va 

Kidiolas  County,  Va 

Putnam  County,  Va 

Clay  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va . . . 
Greenbrier  County,  Va  . . . 

Cabell  County,  Va 

J'ocahontas  County,  Va. . . 

Jackson  County,  Va 

Preston  County,  Va 

Besidence  unknown 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Koano  County,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va 

Calhoun  County,  v  a 

Barbour  County,  Va 

Marion  County,  Va 

Lisle  County,  Va 

"Wirt  County,  Va 

Randolph  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va . . . 

Wood  County,  Va 

"VVirt  County,  Va 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Kanawha  County,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va 

Upshur  County,  Va 

Wirt  County,  Va 

Braxton  County,  Va 

Gilmer  County,  Va 

Kanawha  County,  Va 

Calhoun  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va . . . 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va 

Barbour  County,  Va 

Wayne  County,  Va 

do 

Hanison  County,  Va 


Charge. 


Sumner  County,  Tenu  . . 

Boone  County,  Va 

Marion  County,  Va 

Koane  County,  Va 

Marshall  County,  Va . . . 

Gilmer  County,  va 

Wetzel  County,  Va 

Kanawha  County,  Va... 
Fayette  Conntj',  Va  — 
Hampshire  County,  Va . 

Unknown 

do 

do 

Marion  County,  Va 

Gilmer  County,  Va 

Marion  County,  Va 

do 

do 

Nicholas  County,  Va . . . 
Pendleton  (bounty,  Va . . 

Tucker  County,  va 

Putnam  County,  Va 

do 

Wayne  County,  Va 

do 

Kanawha  County.  Va... 
Jefferson  County, Va.... 

Giles  County,  Tenn 

CaboU  County,  Va 

Nicholas  County,  Va 


Jackson  County,  Va.. 
Kaleigh  County,  Va. . 
Nicholas  County,  Va. 


Kebel  aider. 
Kehel  mail  carrier. 
Bush  wli  acker. 

Do. 
Thief  and  a  bad  man. 
Forcing  Union  men  into  rebel  army. 
Sending  Union  men  iuto  rebel  custody. 
Violent  secessionist. 
Charges  unknown. 
Aiding  the  rebellion. 
Secessionist. 
Supposed  rebel  aider. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Violent  secessionist. 
Kebel  mail  carrier. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 
Aiding  the  rebels. 

Hebel  aider  in  robbing  boats. 
Secessionist. 
Kebel  mail  carrier. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sympathizing  with  the  South. 
Giving  aid  to  the  enemy. 
Comforting  rebels. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 
Bushwhacker. 
Aider  of  rebellion. 
Supposed  secessionist. 
Giving  information  to  the  enemy. 
Secessionist. 

Kebel  HCtmt;  violating  parole. 
Giving  information  to  rebels. 
Secessionist  and  rebel  aider. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Secessionist. 
Secitssionist  and  bushwhacker. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Aid  in|;  rebels. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 
Unknown. 

Do. 

Do. 
Secessionist. 

Destroying  Union  men's  property. 
Kank  secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bushwhacker. 
Kebel  aider  and  horse-thief. 
Kebel  mail  carrier  and  horsn-thief 
Aiding  rebels  in  arresting  I'nion  men. 
Aiding  rebels. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 
Found  in  armed  rebellion. 
In  arms  against  Government  of  the  United 

States. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 
Bushwhacker. 
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Kame. 


Phillips,  SamiielH. 

Panl,  Thomas 

Paul,  James 

Eiley.Jobn  "VT 

Ilooke,E 

Kons,  i'rancis 

Kogers,  Charles  L.. 

Rowsey,  K 

Stalnakor,  John. . . . 

Ste"wart,  Owen 

Sharps,  J  esse  H 

Stevenson,  Leslie.. 

Shrivers,  H.  J 

Serey,  Herman 

Swindler,  TVilson . . 
Sites,  William 


Smith,  Benjamin  F 

Swain, CM 

Scisson,  Luther 

Stewart,  J.  J 

Soutber,  John  M 

Shannon,  George 

Smith,  Allen 

Stevens.  J.  J . 

Simmonds,  'William-  - . 

Stevens,  Lewis  W 

Stevens,  Firman 

Short,  Thomas 

Saloir,  Doctor 

Shirely,  Henry 

Sheppard,  J 

Si)eiicer,  J.D 

StoUinfis,  Granville. . . 

Tomide.  Charles 

Toothiuan,  Aslibury.. 
Thompson,  George  W. 

Taylor,  Alfred 

Tiroiiipson,  Coplin 

Taylor,  Obed  W 

Thompson,  Caloway .. 

Valentine,  George 

Wilson,  Joseph , 


liesidencc. 


Tucker  County,  Va. . . 
Putnam  County,  Va.. 

do 

Calhoun  County,  Va. , 
Kanawha  County,  Va 
Calhoun  County, Va., 
Braxton  County,  Va. 

Fayette  County,  Va 

Koane  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va 

Upshur  County,  Va 

Wayne  County,  Va 

Hampshire  Countv,  Va 

Fayette  County,  Va 

Ham7)8hii'e  County,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va 

Hampshire  County,  Va 

Putnam  County,  va 

Boone  County,  Va 

Cabell  County,  Va 

Wood  County,  Va 

Putnam  County,  Va 

Nicholas  County,  Va 

Fayette  County,  Va 

CahoU  County,  Va 

Marion  County,  Va 

do 

Waj-no  County,  Va 

UnUnown '. 

Morgan  County,  Va 

Washington  County, Va... 

Unknown 

(Jfaarleston,  Va 

Spottsylvania  County,  Va 

Marion  County,  Va 

Clay  County,  Va 

Kandolph  County,  Va 

Pendleton  County,  Va 

Kandolph  Countv,  Va 

Wayne  County,  va 

Kitchie  County,  Va 

Calhoun  Countv,  Va 


Charge. 


Watkins.  Charles  W 

Weese,  Elias 

White,  W.T 

Whaitou.  W.H 

Wright,  Thom.is  A 

Vost,  John 

Young,  Hume 


Randolph  County,  Va. 

do 

Nicholas  County.  Va. . 
Putnam  County,  Va. . . 


Hampshire  County,  Va. 
McCrackeu,  Ky 


Rebel  mail  carrier;  liorse-tbief. 
I  Bushwhacker. 
'  Poisoning  Union  men. 
i  Secessionist  and  rebel  aider. 
I  Bo. 

I  Do. 

!  Do. 

1  Do. 

Secessionist. 
Violent  snceasionist. 
Aiding  rebels. 
Bushwhacking. 

Do. 
Rank  bushwliackrr. 
Giving  aid  and  comfort  to  rebels. 
In  Captain  Lauty's  militia  company;  unor- 
ganized. 
Hostage  for  Mr.  Brahh. 
Horsa-stealing;  scouting. 

Do. 

Secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 

Aiding  rebels. 

Secessionist. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bushwhacking. 

Comforting  rebels. 

Do. 
Unknown. 
Secessionist. 
Rebel  spy. 

Recruiting  for  rebel  militia. 
Bushwhacker. 
Rebel  aider  and  horse-tbief. 
Rebel  aider  and  intimidating  Union  citizens. 
Supposed  rebel  iufomier. 
Secessionist. 

Do. 
To  be  released  for  Joseph  Durkin,  of  Hamp- 
shire County. 
Aiding  rubels. 

1)0. 

Secessionist. 

Do. 
Held  for  evidence. 

Secessionist. 


[JOSEPH  DAIUI,  Jk., 
Major  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  .Provost-Marshal.] 

[Indorsement.] 

Eespectfully  referred  to  E.  D.  Webster,  esq.,  Department  of  State. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Brig.  Gen 


Headqitartees,  Baltimore,  March  15,  18G2. 
H.  H.  LocicwoOD,  Commanding  Eastern  Shore. 
\  General:  I  had  yesterday  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
directing  me  to  inquire  into  tbe  circumstances  attending  tbe  arrest  of 
Mr.  Bayard  by  Colonel  Wallace,  and  expressing  the  belief  that  there 
was  no  just  ground  for  such  a  measure.  I  have  communicated  with 
the  colonel  and  instructed  him  to  release  Mr.  Bayard  on  his  parole  of 
honor  to  report  to  me  when  required.    The  colonel  advises  me  that  he 
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has  undertaken  to  disarm  a  company  of  militia.  This  should  not  have 
been  done  -vrithout  my  order.  I  have  never  in  this  State  ventured  on 
so  rigorous  a  measure  without  the  approbation  of  the  governor.  In 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  9th  of  October  1  said : 

If  you  can  get  any  legitimate  authority,  executive  or  military,  in  Delaware  to 
direct  the  clisbaudment  or  disarming  of  companies  in  that  State  it  should  be  done, 
lu  that  case  I  think  the  arms  had  better  be  dejiosited  at  Fort  Delaware. 

I  supposed  you  would  understand  that  without  such  authority  the 
measure  should  not  be  attempted  unless  upon  specific  directions  from 
me.  If  any  of  the  members  of  Mr.  Bayard's  company  make  demon- 
strations in  favor  of  the  Confederates  they  should  be  arrested  and  the 
facts  reported  to  me.    On  the  27th  ultimo  I  wrote  you  as  follows : 

If  any  person  within  the  limits  of  your  command  shouts  for  Jeff.  Davis  or  Beaure- 
gard as  charged  in  Sir.  Fisher's  letter,  or  displays  any  secession  emblem  arrest  him 
at  once  and  keep  him  in  custody  subject  to  my  order.  You  will  please  report  to  me 
the  circumstances  in  each  case.  I  will  not  permit  where  I  have  tlie  power  any 
demonstration  in  favor  of  a  political  or  military  organization  which  is  making  war 
on  the  United  States. 

I  wish  this  course  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  every  man  thus  offend- 
ing against  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  no  matter 
what  his  private  or  official  position  may  be.  But  in  a  State  which  has 
given  no  evidence  of  a  want  of  loyalty  no  step  should  be  taken  to  break 
up  any  military  organization  but  on  full  consideration  and  after  con- 
sultation with  the  State  authorities.  Individual  members  of  such 
organizations  may  for  open  acts  of  disloyalty  be  summarily  dealt  with 
as  above  directed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


War  Depaktment,  Washington,  B.  C,  March  17,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Wadswoeth, 

Military  Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
General  :  The  attention  of  this  Department  has  just  been  called  to 
a  gross  violation  of  its  orders  by  publishing  information  of  military 
movements  in  the  Sunday  Chronicle,  a  newspaper  published  in  this  city, 
yestei'day.  You  will  immediately  take  military  possession  of  the 
printing  ofiflce  in  which  publication  is  made,  arrest  the  printers  and 
]}ublishers  of  the  paper,  take  possession  of  all  the  papers  that  can  be 
found  and  destroy  them  and  hold  the  parties  in  custody  that  they 
may  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  Eules  and  Articles  of  War. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17, 1863. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15th*  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  following-named  persons  have  taken  their  parole  and  left  agree- 
ably to  your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo:  J.  R.  Barber,  R,  S.  Freeman, 
F.  b.  Flanders,  J.  E.  Flanders,  Jos6  English,  James  Brown,  Eobert 

*  Not  found. 
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Denison,  W.  F.  McKewen,  M.  W.  Barr,  A.  Da  Costa,  Parker  H. 
French,  George  Van  Amringe,  J.  Hanson  Thomas,  P.  F,  Easin  and 
G.  A.  Shackleford. 

The  following  persons  have  refused  to  take  their  parole,  viz :  Will- 
iam G.  Harrison,  W.  H.  Winder,  William  H.  Gatchell,  Henry  M.  War- 
field  and  Charles  Keene.  Keene  was  received  from  Flag  Officer  Golds- 
borough,  he  having  enlisted  to  get  South.  Failing  to  do  this  refused 
duty  and  stated  thathewouldnotflghtunderourflag.  Since  he  has  been 
here  he  has  been  kept  in  close  confinement;  refuses  to  give  his  parole 
of  honor  not  to  aid  or  comfort  the  enemies  iu  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  consider  him  partially  insane,  and  would  respectfully  recom- 
meud  that  he  be  unconditionally  released  and  obliged  to  labor  for  his 
support.  Evidently  this  would  be  the  least  desirable  thing  that  could 
befall  him. 

Edward  Baum,  William  St.  George,  E.  S.  Grissons,  J.  F.  Newton, 
S.  F.  Newton,  E.  Sibern,  E.  C.  Myatt,  J.  A.  Douglass  and  Edward 
O'Neil,  sailors  taken  from  merchant  vessels  for  running  the  blockade. 
They  are  willing  to  take  their  parole  if  they  can  get  South.  I  have  kept 
them  until  I  could  hear  from  General  Dix  relative  to  their  getting  to  their 
families  South.  They  are  poor  men  and  rather  remain  as  prisoners 
than  be  released  without  any  means  of  support  or  hope  of  getting  to 
their  ftimilies. 

I  have  to  report  that  I  have  released  J.  D.  Sudendorf  in  order  that 
he  may  be  placed  iu  the  asylum  iu  Boston.  He  has  been  crazy  ever 
since  he  has  been  here,  but  of  late  quite  troublesome. 

Bethel  Burton,  ordered  to  be  released  on  ^Ist  ultimo,  had  already 
been  released  by  the  Secretary's  order  of  the  19th  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Headquarters  Mountain  Department, 

Wheeling,  March  17, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General  :  I  have  directed  Major  Darr,  provost-marshal-general  of 
this  department,  to  proceed  to  Washington  taking  with  him  to  the  War 
Department,  first,  a  list  of  citizen  prisoners*  by  orders  from  these 
headquarters ;  second,  list  of  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Chase,  Colum- 
bus, Ohio;  third,  copies  of  the  evidence  against  prisoners  on  which 
they  were  committed  or  are  held;  fourth,  list  of  prisoners  released  on 
parole  November  3, 1861 ;  fifth,  list  of  oaths  administered  since  last 
return ;  sixth,  report  of  the  disposition  of  prisoners*  heretofore  released ; 
seventh,  list  of  prisoners  sent  to  Washington  to  be  exchanged  for  the 
Guyandotte  prisoners,  Ninth  Virginia;  eighth,  a  letter!  from  Governor 
Peirpoiut  stating  that  many  loyal  citizens  of  the  State  have  been 
dragged  off  to  Eichmond,  and  suggesting  the  arrest  of  hostages. 

The  nature  of  the  testimony  and  many  details  were  such  that  the 
provost-marshal-general's  explanations  could  alone  make  the  matter 
fully  understood.  There  are  many  prisoners  of  state  held  because  they 
are  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  provokers  of  secession,  sedition  or 
treason.  These  are  held  without  the  least  record  of  evidence  of  active 
crime.    The  evidence  against  the  state  prisoners  ought  to  be  returned 

*  See  ante.  t  Not  found. 
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to  this  office  because  it  is  only  here  we  can  tell  when  it  will  be  advis- 
able to  liberate  many  of  them.  Major  Darr  has  therefore  been 
instructed  to  request  that  the  written  evidence  records  be  returned  to 
this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS, 
Briffcidier-Oeneral,  U.  *S'.  Army,  Gommanding. 


LisI  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  I).  C,  March  17,  18GS. 


Name. 


iDate  of  arrest. 


!N:ituro  of  oHeitfle. 


K.  O'N.  Greenhow '  Aug.23, 18G1  j  Forwarding  information  to  tho  rebels;  dangerous,  skillful 


Summerfield  Ball Oct.     9, 1861 1 

B.J.Cross Oct.  10,1861 

George  S.  Wat  kins Sept.  23, 18G1  i 

Kudoliih  Watkins do 

Thoma.s  A.  Jones Oct.     4,18611 

W.  1\  Getty Oct.     1,1861 

Alfred  Nettleton Sept.  11, 1861 

John  W.  Burson do 

P.  W.  Carper Nov.  27,1861  ; 

Dr.  William  B.Day do ' 

Dr.John  T.Day do 

ILH.Gnnnell do 

John  B.  Farr do j 

C.  W.  Coleman do 

Thomas  E.  Poole |  Dec.    6,1861 

James  H.  Poole do I 

Bemanl  B.  Poole do ] 

John  T.De  Bell Nov.  27, 1861 

George  Coleman I  Dec.    6,1861 

WilliamEaton Dec.    2,1861  \ 

Hosea  H.  H.  Williams ,  Dec.    4, 1801 


James  W.  McCurdy . 
A.  J.  Michael 


W.J.  Fleece 

K.  D.  Shepard,  jr . 


A.  Shepard 

George  H.  Johnson  -  -  - 
Moses  P.  Don.ildrton . . 

J.  Barrett  Cohen 

Henry  C.  Brown 

Kichard  Coleman 

George  Dent,  ar 

George  Bent,  jr 

W.  F.  Moore 

O.  Allen  Scanland 


Deo.  25, 1861 
About  Dec. 

31, 1861. 
About    Oct. 

28, 1861. 
About  Nov. 

27,1861. 
Not.  27, 1861 

....do 

Jan.    5, 1862 

....do 

Jan.  10,1862 
Deo.  6, 1861 
Nov.  11, 1801 

....do 

Oct.  13,1861 
Nov.  11, 1861 


John  McDaniel- 

John  Welch 

F.  M.  EUis 


Dr.  Aaron  Van  Camp. 

Jameu  Farr 

Mrs.C.  V.  Baxley 

George  M.  Gormley... 

A.  C.  Landstreet 

John  W.  Crawford 


Bu.shrod  W.  Bayliss . 
Matthew  Plasliet... 

G.  D.  McGlincey 

Jesse  B.  Wharton — 

W.L.Fisher 

Henry  A.  Stewart. . . 
Charles  FoUen 


John  F.  C.  Ofiiitt- 


John  A.  Marshall. 
James  Patter 


...do 

Dec.  3,1801 
Dec.  20, 1861 

Dec.  21,1861 
Dec.  20, 1861 
Dec.  29,1861 
Jan.  10,1862 
Jan.  15,1862 
Jan.  13,1862 


.do. 
do. 


Nov.  27, 1861 
Dec.  22,1861 
Dec.  13, 1861 
Dec.  12, 1861 
Dec.  19, 1861 

Jan.  20,1862 

Jan.  Rl,  1862 
Jan.  30,1862 


spy- 

Commnnicating  with  the  rebels. 

(riving  aid  and  information  to  the  rebels. 

Furnishing  information  to  the  rebels. 

Do'. 
Having  communication  with  the  rebels. 
Corresponding  with  the  rebels. 

Do. 
Assassination  of  U.  S.  pickets. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Communicating  with  the  rebels. 

Do. 
Communicating  information  to  tho  rebels. 
Assassination  of  U.  S.  pickets. 

Do. 
Found  within  our  lines  with  citizen's  dress  over  a  rebel 

uniform. 
Claims  to  be  a  deserter  from  tho  rebels,  although  wearing 

a  uniform  like  New  York  volunteers. 
Carrying  men  across  the  Potomac  in  a  boat. 
Furnishing  provisions  and  aiding  rebellion. 

Opposition  to  Federal  Government. 

Taking  up  arms  against  the  Government. 

Do. 
Taking  up  arms  and  aiding  rebels. 
Engaged  in  transporting  cargo  of  goods  to  Virginia. 
Engaged  in  conveying  persona  and  goods  to  the  rebels. 
Coming  into  onr  lines  under  suspicious  circumstances. 
Assaasmation  of  U.  S.  pickets. 
Fumiahiug  information  to  the  rebels. 

Do. 
Conveying  information  to  rebel  pickets. 
Active  in  notifying  ITnion  men  that  they  were  drafted 

into  tho  rebel  militia. 
Do. 
Deserted  previously  from  Third  U.  S.  Infantry. 
Employeif  in  secret  service  of  GencralMcClellan  and  com. 

municatlug  iutormatiou  to  the  rebels. 
Communicating  with  the  rebels. 
Assassination  of  V.  S.  pickets. 
Carrying  information  to  Richmond. 
Attempting  to  enter  the  rebel  States. 
Evidence  not  yet  received. 
Alleged  to  be  connected  with  the  mnrdcr  of  U.  S.  troops 

near  Pohick  Bun,  Va. 
Do. 
Do. 
Taking  up  arms  and  aiding  rebels. 

Do. 
Forwarding  communications  to  the  rebels. 
Employed  by  J.  P.  Benjamin,  rebel  Secretary  of  War. 
Furnishing  information  to  the  rebels  and  oppresaing 

Union  men. 
Communicating  with  tho  rebels  and  forwarding  goods  to 

Virginia. 
Carrying  Information  to  rebels. 
Spy  and  shooting  Union  pickets. 
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Lint  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C,  <fc. — Continued. 


Name. 


Date  of  arrest. 


Nature  of  offense. 


Oliver  N.  lirynn Jan.  31,1862 

Josiah  Ji.  Bailej- Feb.    1, 1862 


E.  AV.  Easin 

Fr.nncis  A.  Dickens 

B.  H.  t]  enkins 

jM.  T.  ■\Valworth 

Mrs. Augusta  H.Morris. 


Thomas  J.  M^agi'uder — 

Tliomas  Haycock 

A\'arren  C  u'rtis 

"William  P.  Bryan 

E.Pliny  Bryan , 

"William  Og'den 

Mrs.  A.  L.  McCarty 

Charles  "W.  Adams 

J.  J.  Jarboe 

Joseph  "Widmcyer 

Kobert  Drane 

Jolin  H.  Ciisick 

James  JC.  Murphy 

Jonah  Orrisou 

Arthur  Dawson 

H.  0.  Claugbton 

James  Green 

"W".  "W".  Harper 

"W.B.l'riee 

"W.  M.  Brown 

E.  S.  Hough 

John  "\\'.  Burke 

John  A.  Field 

AV .  Avery 

J.  E.  Aluiiraw 

AV.  H.  Marbury 

Stephen  A.  Green 

"W.H.McKnight 

A.  J.  Fleming 

A\'.  Arthur  Taylor 

J.l).  Dangerfcia 

John  L.  Smith 

"A\'.  Cogan 

James  A.  English 

Henry  Peel 

Edgar  J.  Snowden 

H.C. Field 

Mrs.  William  H.  Norris 

J  ackson  Benraan 

Charles  F.  Elgin 

Christopher  Kochford  . 

T.J.  McVeigh 

Noble  B.  Means 

Alfred  Loo 

John  Ball 

Joshua  Young 

Tench  Schley 

James  Connor 


Feb.  11,1862 
Feb.  13,1862 

....do 

Feb.  21, 1862 

....do 

Feb.  19, 1862 
Feb.  21, 18G2 
Feb.  22, 1862 
Feb.  23,1862 
Feb.  2r),  1862 


,  Dec.  12, 1«01  i 
About  Aug.  I 
],  18B1. 


Prisoner  of  state.  ,       , 

Spy  1  rebel  officer  found    in   A^'asbington    in    citizen  s 

clothes. 
Prisoner  of  state. 
Spy. 

Kecommitted. 

Spy;  connected  with  Mrs.  Morris .ind  AV"m.T.  Smithson. 
Spy;  actively  connected  with  AV^alworth,  Smithson  and 

others.    Sent  to  AVashington  by  General  Johnston. 
Spy  (discharged). 
Spy. 

Spy;  prowling  about  Union  camps. 
Spy  and  unquestionably  employed  by  rebel  Government. 
Spy  ;  belonged  to  rebel  signal  corps. 
No  evidence. 

Spy,  as  shown  by  tho  papers  found  upon  her. 
Siiy ;  a  bad  and  desperate  man. 
Treason. 

Spy ;  could  not  be  discharged  with  safety. 
Prisoner  of  state. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
[No  data.] 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Spy ;  arrested  in  Baltimore. 
Spy;  has  been  arrested  threetimos. 
Spy ;  might  be  discharged  on  taking  oath. 
[No  data.] 

Spy;  was  chaplain  of  Second  "Virginia  Volunteers. 
Correspondence  with  rebels. 
Firing  into  cars  containing  "Union  men. 
[No  data.] 

Carrying  supplies  to  rebel  cam]>s. 
Carrying  on  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels. 
Spy ;  no  evidence. 


Springfield,  III.,  March  18,  ]8<i2. 
Major-Geueral  Halleck: 

1  liave  under  your  orders  had  arrested  William  Ricliardson,  W.  P. 
Brooks,  Katbau  T.  Brooks,  W.  G.  Nabb  and  A.  G.  Gisli  for  aiding  one 
of  tlie  Fort  Donelson  prisoners  to  escape.  They  all  confess  having 
aided.    What  shall  be  done  Avith  them? 

D.  L.  rniLLIPS, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  18, 18G2. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison. 

Sir  :  Tou  are  hereby  directed  to  release  from  custody  Eev.  Town  send 
J.  McVeiffli.  a  orisoner  contined  in  the  Old  Caoitol  Military  Prison,  on 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  273 

his  giving  his  parole  of  honor  that  he  will  within  ninety  days  from  the 
date  hereof  return  and  surrender  himself  to  von  unless  he  shall  within 
ninety  days  procure  the  release  of  Eev.  David  J.  Ijee  from  the  condi- 
tions of  a  parole  given  by  him  at  Winchester,  Va.,  iu  the  month  of 
August  last  and  forward  the  same  to  the  iSecretary  of  War;  and  that 
meanwhile  he  (tlie  said  McVeigh)  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  nor  give  any  information  calculated  to  aid 
the  insurgents. 

J.  A.  DTX, 

E.  riliKEEPONT, 

Commissioners, 


Cynthiana,  Ky.,  March  18,  1802. 
Judge  Samuel  Breckinridge. 

llESPECTED  Sir  :  Since  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  troops  in  Kentncky 
many  of  the  men  who  took  up  arms  against  us  are  returning  without 
having  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  Government.  We 
are  fully  persuaded  that  these  men  are  coming  here  for  the  purpose  of 
either  recruiting  for  the  rebel  army  or  for  the  more  dangerous  purpose 
of  organizing  secret  military  companies  to  wage  a  guerrilla  war  in  this 
part  of  Kentucky,  or  by  violence  and  assassination  to  make  the  country 
so  uncomfortable  that  the  loyal  men  cannot  stay  here  in  peace.  If 
Genei'al  Halleck  will  authorize  the  military  here  to  arrest  these  men 
and  hold  them  as  prisoners  of  war  until  the  war  is  over  or  authorize  a 
company  to  be  raised  of  loyal  men  here  to  .keep  these  men  in  subjection 
we  can  do  it.  We  will  raise  the  company  and  keep  it  up  at  our  own 
expense.  Something  must  be  done  and  that  immediately  or  the  loyal 
men  will  have  to  surrender  to  violence  and  treason.  Treason  will  have 
to  be  put  down  with  a  strong  hand  in  Kentucky  and  treated  as  General 
Halleck  has  treated  it  in  Missouri  before  we  can  have  peace.  In  this 
part  of  the  State  disloyalty  is  in  the  ascendant,  and  in  order  to  place  it 
at  a  discount  the  rabble  must  see  that  the  Government  has  the  will  and 
the  force  to  deal  with  it  promptly  and  successfully.  They  treat  with 
ridicule  the  administration  of  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
EespectfuUy, 

W.  O.  SMITH. 

E.  T.  LINDSAY. 

JAMES  J.  TBBBS. 

W.  W.  TEIMBLE. 


War  Department,  WasUngt-on,  March  in,  1862. 
D.  L.  Phillips,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Springfield,  III. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  communication  asking  that  the  officers  in  charge  of 
the  prisoners  taken  at  FortDonelson  be  instructed  to  furnish  the  names 
of  all  citizens  of  Illinois  found  among  them  in  order  that  they  may  be 
tried  for  treason.  In  reply  you  are  informed  that  such  matters  belong 
to  the  civil  authorities,  and  that  no  fees  can  be  paid  or  sanctioned  by 
this  Department  for  services  rendered  by  marshals  or  district  attorneys 
in  the  prosecution  of  citizens  for  treason. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

Saint  Louis,  March  19, 18(12. 
D.  L.  Phillips,  Springfield : 

Convey  the  parties  arrested  for  aiding  the  escape  of  prisoners  of  war 
to  Alton  Military  Prison  and  have  them  placed  in  close  confinement. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Hamilton,  lUeic  JorTc  Harbor,  March  19,  li^G2. 

General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  G. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  yon  will  receive  paper  to  which  I  have  to  reqnest  the 
approbation  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

finclosnre.] 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  op  New  York, 

New  York,  March  19,  1862. 
Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commandant  Fort  Lafayette. 
Dear  Colonel  :  In  your  note  of  the  15th  instant*  you  tell  me  that 
a  person  made  use  of  my  name  to  introduce  himself  into  the  fort  and 
serve  on  you  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  which  you  disregarded.  Allow 
ine  to  assure  you  that  I  have  never  authorized  any  one  to  use  my  name 
to  approach  you,  and  should  the  like  be  again  attempted  I  would  sug- 
gest that  you  seize  the  person  so  introducing  himself  and  hold  him  in 
custody  until  I  come  down  to  identify  him. 

I  am,  dear  colonel,  very  faithfully  yours, 

ROBERT  ]\rTJRRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

P.  S. — Any  individual  wishing  to  see  tlie  commanding  officer  will 
give  his  name  and  business  to  the  offlcer  of  the  day  or  the  sergeant  of 
the  guard  during  the  temporary  absence  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  and 
wiU  show  his  papers  if  necessary.  Should  the  officer  of  the  day  have 
any  doubt  on  the  siibject  he  will  indicate  to  the  person  above  referred 
to  that  if  he  has  any  purpose  of  interfering  improperly  with  the  state 
or  war  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette  he  cannot  be  received,  and  that  if  he 
makes  use  of  Marshal  Murray's  name  improperly  he  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

[Note. — This  postscript  appears  to  have  been  the  copy  of  an  order 
issued  by  Colonel  Burke,  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  AYar 
Department.    It  is  printed  as  found.] 


Office  of  Commission  Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

Washington,  March  19, 1862. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  discharge  John  A.  Field,  W.  W.  Harper,  Wesley 
Avery,  James  E.  McGraw,  Stephen  A.  Green  and  James  Green,  pris- 

*  Not  found,  but  see  Buike  to  Seward,  March  7,  ante. 
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ouers  at  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison  in  this  city,  upon  their  engag- 
ing upon  their  honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEUS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 

Saint  Louis,  March  22, 1862. 
Col.  W.  W.  Lowe,  Fort  Henry,  Tenn.  : 

All  citizens  who  come  in  to  avoid  imprisonment  by  the  enemy  should 
be  allowed  to  go  to  Illinois  or  elsewhere.  Prisoners  of  war  should  be 
retained  till  they  are  exchanged  or  can  be  sent  to  prison  depots. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Major- General. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  March  21, 18f}2. 
T.  F.  Bayard,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  absent  from  this  city  on  business  connected  with 
the  military  service;  your  letter  would  otherwise  have  been  sooner 
answered.  My  direction  to  General  Lockwood  in  October  last  was  to 
disarm  com]Danies  alleged  to  be  disloyal  if  he  could  get  any  legitimate 
authority  iu  Delaware,  executive  or  military,  to  justify  his  action.  The 
measures  adopted  by  Colonel  Wallace  were  approved  by  the  major- 
general  residing  at  or  near  Wilmington  and  were  therefore  so  far  as 
reported  to  me  sustained.  I  expect  General  Lockwood  here  shortly 
and  will  then  inquire  into  the  whole  proceeding.  The  parties  -who  gave 
bonds  for  the  arms  cannot  certainly  be  held  for  the  penalty  as  they 
have  been  dispossessed  by  military  force. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 


Office  of  the  Detroit  Tribune, 

Detroit,  March  28, 1862. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

My  Dear  Friend  :  Circumstances  have  transpired  which  render  it 
certain  to  my  mind  that  there  exists  here  and  probably  through  every 
Northern  State  an  organized  treasonable  association  which  is-  in  sym- 
pathy and  constant  communication  with  similar  associations  in  the 
rebel  States  and  with  the  rebels.  Since  the  publication  of  the  Guy 
Hopkins'*  letter,  which  you  may  or  may  not  have  observed  in  the 
Tribune,  a  certain  class  of  men  uniformly  known  as  Democratic  sym- 
pathizers with  the  rebels  have  exhibited  a  spirit  which  goes  far  to 
prove  in  the  minds  of  candid  men  the  truth  of  that  letter.  Canada 
seems  to  be  the  base  of  their  operations  and  communication  with 
Europe  and  the  South  through  sympathizing  friends  along  the  borders 
of  this  frontier,  extending  from  this  city  to  Lake  Huron  at  least  if  no 
farther.  

*See  ease  of  Hopkins  et  al.,  p.  1244  et  seq. 
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I  Lave  just  been  informed  of  a  trunk  left  here  by  an  emissary  and 
ai)parently  a  traveling  agent  of  the  secret  cabals  from  Connecticut 
and  who  is  now  in  the  Southern  States.  The  man  with  whom  this 
trunk  is  left  at  my  suggestion  examined  its  contents,  and  he  informs 
me  that  there  are  letters  in  it  of  an  important  character  confirmatory 
of  the  supposed  existence  of  the  treasonable  order  and  criminating 
some  individuals  as  parties  thereto.  I  am  promised  an  examination  of 
the  contents  of  the  trunk,  when  if  the  report  of  it  is  confirmed,  of 
which  I  have  now  little  doubt,  1  will  communicate  with  you  again  or 
have  the  trunk  and  contents  seized  and  sent  to  you  or  their  import. 

There  are  other  facts  and  circumstances  of  a  similar  character  which 
together  have  induced  me  to  write  you  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
having  detectives  employed  here  more  than  at  present.  I  understand 
that  there  is  but  one  person  here  only  partially  employed  in  that 
service.  That  person  (I  mean  Mr.  Goldman)  is  all  right— good  as  far 
as  he  is  authorized  to  act;  but  I  am  well  satisfied  that  some  one  here 
should  be  authorized  to  employ  other  aid  to  him.  The  person  so  author- 
ized should  act  simply  as  agent  for  the  Government  in  directing  the 
work  to  be  done  and  to  protect  the  Government  against  exorbitant 
charges  and  unnecessary  expense.  One  or  two  and  at  times  three  or 
four  persons  might  be  necessary  but  not  more  than  one  probably 
would  be  needed  in  service  all  the  time.  I  do  not  think  our  U.  S. 
marshal  is  the  proper  person.  He  is  seldom  heie,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
add  he  leaves  his  office  with  two  Democrats  whom  I  would  not  dare 
confer  witli  on  this  subject,  Mr.  Goldman,  a  deputy,  being  the  only 
reliable  Union  man  around  in  the  absence  of  the  marshal,  and  the 
marshal  is  too  timid  and  inefficient  for  such  duty. 

I  write  all  this  confidentially  but  it  is  reliable.  With  such  a  detect- 
ive organization  as  I  suggest  I  think  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  whole 
thing  can  be  ferreted  out.  Without  it  while  individuals  may  do  much 
it  will  take  some  months  if  it  can  be  thus  made  successful.  It  is  the 
most  extensive  treasonable  organization  that  ever  menaced  any  Govern- 
ment. I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  root  it  out  but  should  like  to  [see]  some 
active  Government  effort  to  do  it  thoroughly. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

H.  B.  BAENES. 


Headquartees  Expedition  to  Carthage, 

Camp  Dietzler,  March  30,  1862. 
Col.  Charles  Doxtbleday, 

Acting  Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Fost,  Fort  Scott. 
Colonel  :  I  have  in  custody  at  this  place  twenty  prisoners  that  I  have 
apprehended  since  my  arrival  here.    They  are  charged  with  the  murder 
of  Union  men,  driving  them  from  their  homes,  stealing  and  destroying 
their  property,  &c.    They  have  been  members  of  independent  guerrilla 
bands  and  some  of  them  have  been  a  terror  to  the  peaceable  citizens 
of  this  vicinity — moderate  secessionists  as  well  as  Union  men.    If  yon 
will  pardon  me  for  the  suggestion  I  would  recommend  that  a  commis- 
sion be  called  to  meet  at  this  place  for  their  trial.    I  do  so  because  the 
great  bulk  of  the  testimony  that  could  be  produced  to  substantiate  the 
charges  could  not  be  obtained  if  they  should  be  tried  at  Fort  Scott  or 
any  other  distant  point. 
Eeferring  the  subject  to  your  superior  deliberation,  I  remain. 
Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

POWELL  CLAYTON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition  to  Cartilage. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorlc  Harbor,  April  1, 1862. 
Brig.  Geu.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
SiE:  I  send  you  inclosed  an  application  made  by  tlie  chaplain  of  this 
post  for  as  I  take  it  a  general  permit  to  visit  the  x^risouers  at  Fort 
Lafayette  and  preach  to  them.  I  do  not  approve  of  this.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  be  very  well  if  I  were  ])ermitted  to  send  him  over  to 
the  fort  in  cases  of  extreme  sickness  where  the  patient  expressed  a 
desire  to  that  efi'ect. 

Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Third  Artillery. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  suggestions  of  Colonel  Burke  are  approved  and  he  is  iiuthorized 
to  exercise  his  discretion  on  the  subject. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON. 

[Inulosurc] 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  April  1, 1862. 
Gol.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Colonel  :  Since  the  period  of  my  appointment  to  the  i)Ost  chaplaincy 
at  Fort  Hamilton  I  have  as  a  Christian  clergyman  indebted  alike  to 
Jew  and  Gentile,- bond  and  free,  greatly  desired  to  have  conceded 
to  me  the  ])rivilege  of  visiting  the  political  prisoners  now  consigned  to 
your  care  at  Fort  Lafayette  or  hereafter  to  be  committed  to  that  fort 
or  to  any  of  the  strongholds  of  the  harbor  of  New  York  within  the 
sphere  of  our  commanding  officer's  inspection.  Will  you,  colonel,  with 
your  wonted  kindness  and  scrupulously  vigilant  regard  for  the  public 
good  (provided  that  you  are  from  my  position  and  character  satisfied 
of  my  loyalty  and  gratitude  to  a  Government  of  the  beneficence  of 
which  I  afford  even  in  my  own  humble  person  so  impressive  an  exam- 
ple) forward  and  indorse  my  application  to  the  i)roper  Department  for 
permission  to  me  as  aforesaid  to  visit  as  a  Christian  clergyman  and 
Government  chaplain  the  political  prisoners  referred  to? 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  obliged 
and  faithful  servant, 

JOHN  BURKE, 
Chaplain,  U.  8.  Army. 


Mountain  Department,  April  1,  [1862]. 
Capt.  Albert  Tracy,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  commanding  general — 

Firso.  A  list  of  citizen  prisoners  in  custody  at  Wheeling. 

Second.  A  list  of  prisoners  of  war*  in  custody  at  Wheeling  now 
ordered  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 

Third.  A  list  of  prisoners  of  war*  in  custody  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 

Fourth.  A  list  of  citizen  prisoners  in  custody  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio. 

Fifth.  A  list  of  hostagest  released  on  parole. 

All  prisoners  taken  in  arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  held  as  prisoners  of  war  subject  to  exchange  or  other  dispo- 
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sition  by  order  of  the  commanding  general.  The  release  of  citizen 
prisoners  has  been  heretofore  granted  on  their  furnishing  a  petition 
from  their  loyal  Union  neighbors  indorsed  by  the  members  of  legisla- 
ture aud  senate  from  their  district  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  finally  by  giving  bond  iu  a  certain  sum  as  some  security  for  their 
future  loyalty. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans  I  lately  reported  these 
matters  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  at  Washington.  I  was 
informed  by  General  Thomas,  Adjutant- General,  that  no  further  propo- 
sition to  exchange  jjrisoners  Avith  the  rebels  would  be  made  at  present, 
as  the  Confederate  authorities  had  so  often  broken  faith  with  us. 

The  practice  of  the  rebels  in  arresting  aud  imprisoning  citizens  loyal 
to  the  United  States  aud  non-combatants  in  Eastern  Virginia  has  been 
much  condemned,  and  a  proposition  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
his  sanction  to  arrest  and  hold  as  hostages  for  these  persons  such  resi- 
dents here  as  are  known  to  entertain  no  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  the 
United  States  and  to  be  connected  by  family  ties  or  other  close  rela- 
tionshi])  with  the  leaders  and  abettors  of  the  rebellion,  anticipating  by 
this  proceeding  to  mitigate  if  not  suppress  the  evil  comx^laincd  of. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  IJAKE,  Je., 
Major  First  [Weiit\  Virginia  Cavalry  and  Provost-Marshal. 


Office  of  Commission  Eelating-  to  State  Peisonees, 

Washington,  Afril  1, 1862. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  &c. 

SiE :  You  may  release  Mr.  J.  B.  Dangerfield  and  Mr.  William  H. 
McKnight  upon  their  giving  their  written  parole  of  honor  that  they 
will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

JOIIK  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEKEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Washington,  D.  C,  April  2, 1862. 
DisTEiCT  of  Columbia,  County  of  Washington : 

I,  John  B.  Dangerfield,  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  hereby  give  my  parole 
of  honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  B.  UANGEKFIELD. 


Hdqes,  Middle  Depaetment,  Baltimore,  April  3,  1862. 
Hon.  GiLLET  F.  Watson,  Senator  of  Virginia. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo.  I  have  been  very 
nmch  pained  to  observe  that  the  Union  feeling  which  was  manifested 
i  n  Accomack  iu  ISTovember  last  has  not  been  fully  sustained.  1  attribute 
it  to  the  want  of  courage  and  firmness  in  a  few  leading  men.  I  think 
tlie  course  of  Judge  Pitts  has  done  more  to  demoralize  Accomack  and 

'Not  found. 
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Northampton  than  all  other  causes  combined.  His  last  act  I  rej^ard 
as  disloyal  and  criminal  and  my  strong  inclination  was  to  arrest  him. 
He  has  engaged  in  correspondence  with  a  rebel  Government  at  war 
with  his  own  and  labors  to  show  that  he  has  always  been  faithful  to 
the  former.  He  has  lost  irretrievably  the  respect  of  the  friends  of 
both.  I  say  this  in  sorrow.  It  was  in  his  power  by  a  manly  support 
of  the  Government  to  have  carried  thel<;astern  Shore  of  Virginia  with 
him,  and  he  has  not  only  sacrificed  his  own  influence  but  compromised 
the  loyalty  of  both  counties  and  possibly  opened  a  fountain  of  dissen- 
sion and  disaster.  1  wish  you  would  show  him  this  letter  for  I  have 
no  concealments,  and  let  him  understand  as  he  will  from  this  that  your 
letter  contains  no  allusions  to  him.  1  write  to  you  spontaneously  what 
I  should  have  said  to  him  two  weeks  ago  when  I  read  his  printed 
address  to  the  rebel  legislature  of  Virginia  if  I  had  not  been  engrossed 
by  important  business  in  Washington. 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

3Iajor-Oeneral. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  Neav  York, 

New  York,  April  7,  1802. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commandant  Fort  Lafayette,  New  Yorh  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  li^resident  to  investi- 
gate the  cases  of  state  prisoners  in  your  charge  will  hold  their  first 
session  in  this  city  to-morrow  (Tuesday,  the  8th  instant)  at  11  o'cloclc 
precisely,  and  require  the  presence  of  the  under-named  ten  individuals* 
whom  you  will  please  deliver  into  the  custody  of  Messrs.  De  Voe  and 
Sampson,  my  special  deputies,  who  will  show  the  original  requisition. 
I  am,  colonel,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

ItOBT.  MUEEAY, 

U.  8.  Mamkal. 


New  York,  April  s,  1863. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  M'ar : 

We  have  this  day  examined  the  cases  of  several  prisoners  wlio  have 
been  long  in  prison  and  who  are  detained  without  just  cause.  Shall  we 
order  the  release  of  such  or  do  you  want  their  cases  with  our  view  to 
be  first  referred  to  the  War  Department,  as  the  prisoners  are  now  in 
court!    Please  rieply. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
EDWARDS  PlEllEEPONT. 


War  Department,  Washiuffton,  Axiril  8, 180:>. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  New  York: 
Eelease  them  and  send  tlieir  names  here. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  \Vur. 


*  Omitted. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  8,  1862. 
Hon.  T.  O.  HoAVE,  JJ.  8.  Senate,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  tlie  4tli  instant  I  liave  respectfully 
to  inform  you  that  John  C.  Greigg  not  being  in  the  military  service 
could  not  be  exchanged  in  regular  course  for  a  prisoner  taken  in  arms 
against  the  United  States.  The  subject  of  exchanges  has  engaged  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  War  Department,  but  there  does  not  at  present 
seem  to  be  a  corresponding  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to 
make  exchanges. 

I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  April  9, 1862. 
John  A.  Kasson,  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday  inclosing  for  his  consideration  and  such  sugges- 
tions as  he  might  think  proper  a  copy  of  an  order  which  the  Postmas- 
ter-General proposes  to  make  restoring  mail  facilities  to  newspapers 
which  have  heretofore  been  excluded  therefrom  as  a  measure  of  public 
safety.  In  reply  the  Secretary  of  War  respectfully  requests  the  Post- 
master-General to  postpone  the  order  believing  it  would  be  premature, 
pernicious  in  its  tendency  and  prejudicial  to  the  public  safety  if  made 
at  this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  uf  War. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Offtoe, 

Washington,  April  9,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Friemont,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Mountain  Department,  Wheeling,  Ya. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inclose  to  yoii  Major- 
General  Halleck's  General  Order,  No.  9,*  publishing  the  proceedings 
of  a  military  commission  for  the  trial  of  offenses  which  cannot  properly 
be  brought  before  a  court-martial.  The  Secretary  approves  this  forui 
of  procedure  in  like  cases,  especially  in  regard  to  guerrillas  of  which 
there  are  several  instances  in  the  order. 
I  am,  sir,  «S:f'., 

Ij.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


General  Dix's  Headquarters,  Baltimore,  April  12, 1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  returned  to-day  to  look  after  things  here.  I  have  arranged  with 
Judge  Pierrepont  to  go  back  on  Monday  morning  and  complete  tho 
examination  of  state  prisoners  at  New  York.  I  was  at  Fort  Lafayette 
yesterday.    There  are  over  100  prisoners,  mostly  prisoners  of  war  and 

'  See  A'^oL  I,  this  aeries,  p.  464,  for  Halleck's  General  Order,  No.  9. 
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privateersmen.  They  are  comfortable  but  rather  crowded.  T  think  all 
the  state  iirisouers  at  Forts  Lafayette  aud  Warren  can  be  examined  in 
ten  days. 

jon:jr  a.  dix, 

Major- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Mountain  Department, 

^YIleelin(J,  Va.,  April  13, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army,  Washinfjtou,  D.  €. 

Sir:  I  received  to-day  your  note  of  the  9th  inclosing  Major-General 
Hiilleck's  General  Order,  No.  9,  sent  to  me  by  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

This  order  does  not  furnish  nie  with  any  information  which  I  did 
not  already  have.  The  trial  by  military  commission  of  offenses  not 
jjrojjerly  the  subject  of  a  court-martial  was  ordered  by  me  and  practiced 
under  luy  administration  in  Missouri. 

The  question  which  I  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  referred  rather  to  the  mode  of  punishment  aud  to  tlie  expediency 
of  a  public  declaration  concerning  it  than  to  the  form  of  trial.  The 
subject  is  comprehended  in  the  two  following  points: 

First.  What  course  shall  be  pursued  toward  officers  and  men  of  the 
rebel  army  who  formerly  citizens  of  Virginia  are  now  returning  into 
this  department,  claiming  for  themselves  immunity  in  person  and  prop- 
erty iipon  the  ground  chiefly  that  they  have  thought  it  now  expedient 
to  abandon  the  Confederacy  and  consequently  desire  to  resume  their 
old  allegiance?  The  people  of  the  Wheeling  government  are  strongly 
o])posed  to  the  return  of  these  persons  among  them,  aud  in  the  opinion 
of  (xovernor'Peirpoint  their  presence  here  would  involve  the  most 
serious  difficulties. 

Second.  W^hat  course  shall  be  pursued  in  relation  to  guerrillasbearing 
the  commission  of  Governor  Letcher  or  other  Confederate  authority? 
Much  excitement  has  been  created  among  the  people  here  by  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  numerous  bands  are  being  organized  in  this  depart- 
ment under  the  sanction  of  the  Confederate  authorities.  It  is  officially 
rei)orted  to  me  that  many  commissions  for  this  purpose  have  been 
sent  into  Western  Virginia  by  Governor  Letcher,  and  such  commis- 
sions have  been  recently  found  upon  the  persons  of  guerrillas.  Such 
bands  are  already  making  their  appearance  in  different  counties  and 
arc  only  waiting  the  coming  of  the  leaves  to  go  fully  into  their  work. 
Wliether  as  guerrillas  or  spies  the  sense  of  the  country  here  is  that 
these  people  should  be  summarily  and  severely  punished. 

Concerning  these  points  there  is  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  between 
Governor  Peirpoint  and  myself  as  well  as  with  tiie  public  sentiment,  but 
I  judged  them  sufficiently  important  to  require  reference  to  the  War 
Department.  I  accordingly  desired  to  know  if  I  should  act  without 
special  instructions.  It  seems  also  expedient  and  would  give  general 
satisfaction  that  the  course  of  proceeding  to  be  adopted  should  be  made 
known  for  the  information  of  all  parties  interested. 

I  have  to  ask  that  you  will  procure  me  an  early  reply  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  meantime  I  will  so  far  as  possible  defer  final  action 
in  any  case. 

Eespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  FBl^MONT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS. 
Political  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren,  April  16,  1862. 


285 


Name, 


liesidence. 


Arrested. 


K.H.  Bigger Baltimore Oct.   16,1861 

Geo.Wm.  Brown*.;.... do j  Sept.  13, 1861 

'  Oct.     8, 1861 
Sept.  9,1861 

do 

July  1,1861 
Sept.  17, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 


M.  Berry 

Sdward  Baum  . . 
J.  A.  Douglass.  - 
W.H.Gatchell'. 
J.H.  (jordout... 
11.  S.  Grissons... 


Cbarlca  Howard*..; 

F.  K.  Howard \ 

Wui.G.  Harrisont. 
ThoiiiasW.  Hall.jr. 

S.H.Lvon ; 

J.K.Millner 1 

Cliarles  Macgillt.... 
J.  F.  Xewtou j 


S.  F.  Nowton 

Edward  O'Neill....! 

A.  K.  Smith | 

T.P.  Scottt i 

E.  Sibern ' 

Thos.  Shields ' 

Wm.  H.  Winder. 
H.  M.  Warfieldl . 

S.T.WallUt 

Charles  Keene... 


A.  M.  Do  Breo . 


Currituck,  N.  C... 

Edentoii,N.C 

Baltimore 

Cumberland,  Md. . 
New   Hanover 

County.N.  C. 

Baltimore 

...do 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Danville,  Va 

Hageratown,  Md.. 
New    Hanover 

Couuty,  N.  C.       ] 

do I 

Curritnck.X.  C. 
San  Francisco.. 

Baltimore 

Currituck,  K.C. 

Baltimore 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

....do 

New  York 


Keceived. 


Norfolk,  Va., 
Alabama  . 


■Wm.  T.  Glassell. 

Koliert  HuUn \  Baltimore. 

Geo. P.  Kane* ....do 


July  1,1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 

do 

July  13, 1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Oct.  1, 1861 
Aug.  16, 1861 


....do 

Sept.  9,1861 
Aug.  2,1861 
Sept.  lis,  1861 
Sept.  9,1801 
Sept.  7,1861 
Sept.  10, 1861 
Sept.  12, 1861 
Sept.  13, 1861 
Nov.  U.  1861 


Dec.    4,1861 


....do 

....do 

June  27, 1861 


Nov.    1,1861 
....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do  

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

....do 

...do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Dec.    2, 1861 

Dec.    6, 1861 

....do 

Feb.  19,1862 
Nov.    1,1861 


Kemarks. 


lleleaacd  on  parole. 

Uefused  to  comply  with  condi. 

tiona. 
Parole. 

Do. 

Do. 
Eefnscd  parole. 
Unc-onditionally  released. 
Parole. 

Not  examined. 

Do. 
BefuBcd  parole. 

Do. 

Do. 
Special  parole. 
Kefuseu  to  take  parole. 
Order  left  for  release  whenever 
ho  would  accept. 

Do. 
Parole. 

Had  been  discharged. 
Not  examined. 
Offered  iiarole. 
Parole. 
Uefused  parole. 

Do. 
Not  examined. 
Inclose  confinement;  refused  to 

take  parole. 
Lieutenant  in  Navy ;  refused  to 
take  oatli ;  remanded. 

Do. 
Befuscd  parole. 
Not  examined. 


*  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  619  et  seq.,  for  case  of  Baltimore  police  commissioners. 
t  Members  of  the   Maryland  legislature.     Sec  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  667  et  seq.,  for 
correspondence,  etc.,  relating  to  these  arrests. 
a  From  Fort  Lafayette. 


General  Dix's  Headquarters,  Baltimore,  April  16, 1862. 
E.  D.  Webster  : 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  at  this  moment  when  I  shall  be  able  to 
"•o  to  New  York  to  resume  the  examination  of  state  prisoners. 
°  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-deneral. 


New  York,  April  16, 1862. 
E.  D.  Webster,  Department  of  State: 

I  have  examined  all  the  state  prisoners  in  Fort  Lafayette.    General 
Dix  is  not  here  yet;  he  must  answer  you.    I  cannot  [sayj  when  he  will 

''**"*^"  EDWARDS  PIEEKEPONT. 


Attoenet-General's  Office,  April  17, 1862. 

William  Meade  Addison,  Esq., 

U.  IS.  District  Attorney  for  Maryland. 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  15th  is  received.    *    *    *    As  to  the  time  of  trial 
of  the  cases  to  be  tried  I  have  at  present  no  instructions  to  give.    That 
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is  a  matter  which  must  generally  rest  in  the  discretion  of  the  district 
attorney,  for  it  is  quite  impossible  for  this  office  to  make  preliminary 
examinations  in  cases  generally  or  to  judge  correctly  of  the  circum- 
stances which  may  make  it  prudent  to  advance  or  retard  trials  in  the 
various  localities.  Leaving  the  conduct  of  iirosecutions  mainly  to  the 
good  judgment  of  the  district  attorneys  I  expect  to  give  instructions 
only  when  asked  and  when  there  seems  to  me  to  be  particular  reasons 
for  taking  that  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAliD  BATES. 


Headquarters  Mountain  Department, 

Wheeling,  Va.,  April  19, 1863. 

Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  In  continuation  of  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  April  13  to  the 
Adjutant-General  I  send  you  the  inclosed*  documents  taken  from  guer- 
rillas in  a  fight  at  Mcola's  Mill  on  the  31st  of  March.  It  is  under  these 
commissions  that  guerrillas  are  organizing.  Combined  expeditions 
from  the  troops  of  railroad  and  Kanawha  districts  were  directed  upon 
them  yesterday.  A  similar  expedition  is  ordered  from  the  troops  under 
Schenck  and  Milroy. 

KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  PKIilMONT, 
Major-  General,  Commanding. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  April  30,  1861. 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  The  amount  found  to  be  due  resigned  navy  officers  from  the 
States  which  claim  to  have  seceded  will  hereafter  be  ])aid  them  from  the 
U.  S.  funds  heretofore  sent  to  or  deposited  in  those  States  except  in 
cases  where  the  Department  shall  otherwise  direct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


War  Department,  Washington,  April  3^,  1862. 
Major-General  Wool,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

In  answer  to  a  telegram*  from  Harper  &  Brothers  this  Department 
informed  them  that  their  sheet  was  understood  to  have  been  seized  at 
Portress  Monroe  for  publisliiug  intelligence  that  would  give  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy  and  against  the  Articles  of  War;  and  that  if  such 
was  the  character  of  tlie  paper  the  publishers  would  be  arrested  and 
tried  by  a  military  commission.  This  Department  will  support  you  in 
whatever  measures  you  may  deem  essential  to  the  public  safety. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  Not  fouud. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  May  ],  18G2. 
Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Dix, 
Judge  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

Special  Commissioners,  dbc.,  New  York: 
The  Secretary  of  \Yar  directs  when  you  make  an  order  for  the  dis- 
charge of  a  prisoner  that  you  accouipaiiy  it  with  an  order  for  delivering 
up  to  him  his  effects  if  he  has  any  directed  to  the  officer  in  whose 
custody  they  may  be. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Baltimore,  jT/Wj/  13, 18G3. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Some  circumstances  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
concerning  Mapr  Ludlow's  transactions  with  political  prisoners  at  Port 
Lafayette  and  in  such  a  way  that  I  cannot  possibly  overlook  them.  It 
is  necessary  in  order  that  I  may  do  justice  to  myself  and  the  public  for 
me  to  know  other  facts  which  I  can  only  obtain  through  you.  I  allude 
particularly  to  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  him  denying  that  he  had 
ever  received  any  money  from  political  prisoners.  Will  you  be  so  kind 
as  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  that  letter?  You  will  also  oblige  me 
by  informing  me  what  was  the  nature  of  the  authority  he  received  from 
you  to  visit  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette.  You  will  I  know  appreciate 
the  delicate  relation  in  which  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  referred 
to  places  me  to  Major  Ludlow  as  he  has  a  confidential  position  on  my 
staff  and  that  you  will  give  me  all  the  information  I  require  to  enable 
me  to  act  advisedly  in  the  matter. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  sincerely,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  U.  S.  Senate  May  11,  1802. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests  any  information  in  his  possession  touching  the  arrest 
of  persons  in  Kentucky  since  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  and  their 
imprisonment  beyond  the  limits  of  that  State. 


D.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New  Yorl;  May  17,  18G2. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir  :  Within  the  past  few  weeks  several  prisoners  captured  by  U.  S. 
cruisers  on  board  vessels  attempting  to  break  the  blockade  have  been 
delivered  into  my  custody  and  consigned  by  me  to  the  care  of  Colonel 
Burke,  commandant  Fort  Lafayette,  which  ])roceediug  on  my  part  you 
have  been  pleased  in  each  instance  to  indorse  with  your  approval. 

I  learn  that  among  these  ])risoners  there  are  many  foreigners  who 
owe  no  allegiance  to  this  country,  have  no  interest  in  remaining  here 
when  at  liberty,  and  have  in  many  cases  been  deceived  as  to  the  true 
destination  of  the  vessel  on  Avhicli  they  Avere  captured.  Their  consuls 
having-  made  frequent  application  at  this  office  for  their  discharge,  and 
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considering  tbat  tliey  are  only  an  expense  to  the  Government  and 
would  in  most  instances  immediately  leave  the  country  never  to  return 
I  respectfully  ask  your  authority  to  examine  and.  release  all  prisoners 
of  the  class  above  described  who  are  not  subjects  of  the  United  States 
willing  to  give  their  parole  of  honor  to  hold  no  communication  with  the 
insurrectionary  States  and  to  commit  no  act  hostile  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

Soliciting  the  favor  of  your  early  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MUREAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Depaetment  of  State,  WasMngton,  May  20, 1862. 
Col.  Maetin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  W.  T. 

Colonel:  Under  existing  circumstances  no  objection  is  entertained 
to  allowing  the  British  consul  at  New  York  to  visit  any  of  his  country- 
men at  Fort  Lafayette  who  may  have  been  captured  in  vessels  attempt- 
ing to  break  the  blockade.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to  give 
directions  to  that  effect. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Executive  Mansion,  Washinffton,  May  21, 1802. 
To  the  Senate: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  14th  instant  request- 
ing information  iu  regard  to  arrests  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  I  trans- 
mit a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  whom  the  resolution  was 
referred. 

ABEAHAM  LINCOLN". 

[Inclo8iire.] 

War  Department,  WasMngton,  May  21,  1862. 
The  Presibent  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Senate's  resolu- 
tion of  the  14tli  instant  requesting  the  President  to  "  communicate  to  the 
Senate  if  in  his  opiniou  not  incompatible  with  the  i)ubli<!  interests  any 
information  in  his  possession  touching  the  arrest  of  persons  in  Kentucky 
since  the  1st  of  September,  18G1,  and  their  imprisonment  beyond  the 
limits  of  that  State,"  has  the  honor  to  report  that  it  is  not  deemed 
compatible  with  the  public  interests  at  this  juucture  to  furnish  the 
information  desired. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Ad.tutant-General's  Office, 

WasMngton,  May  21, 1862. 
Col.  J.  DiMICK, 

First  U.  S.  Artillery,  Gomrlg.  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 
Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  transfer  thirty -six  of 
the  political  prisoners  under  your  charge,  selecting  them  as  far  as  pos- 
sible from  the  Maryland  prisoners,  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  THOMAS, 

AdiutfiMt-  fipni^Ynl 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 

SOITTHEEN   DiSTEICT   OF  NeW  YOEK, 

New  York,  May  28,  1862. 
Col.  Martin  Btjrke,  CJ.  S.  Army, 

Commandant  Fort  Lafayette. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  to  my  letters  of  the  5th,  20th 
and  24th  instant  and  now  inclose  a  decision  from  the  Navy  Department 
regarding  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  persons  captured  on  vessels 
lireaking  the  blockade  and  brought  to  this  port  as  prizes. 

After  reading  the  original  order  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  return  it 
to  bearer,  as  I  annex  a  compared  copy  for  your  future  guidance. 
I  am,  colonel,  with  much  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MUKEAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

[Incloaure.] 

Navy  Department,  May  20, 1862. 
Robert  Mitreay,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Nein  Yorlc. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  telegraphic  dispatch  asking  what  disposi- 
tion is  to  be  made  of  the  persons  captured  on  vessels  breaking  the 
blockade.  All  foreign  subjects  are  to  be  released  if  not  required  as 
witnesses.  Passengers  or  persons  on  board,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  no  connection  with  the  attempt  to  violate  the  blockade 
ov  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  rebels  are  also  to  be  released  if  not  required 
as  witnesses. 

The  ofiBcers  and  crew  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  held  in 
custody. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office, 
Southern  District  of  New  York, 

New   Yorlc,  May  29,  1862. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commandant,  &c..  Fort  Lafayette. 
Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  you  copy  of  an  order  received  from 
the  Navy  Department  determining  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  prison- 
ers captured  on  vessels  breaking  the  blockade.     1  shall  send  down 
Officer  Sampson  to-morrow  (Friday)  to  examine  and  release  all  persons 
who  claim  to  be  subjects  of  another  Government  than  that  of  the  United 
States  of  America, 
I  am,  colonel,  with  sincere  esteem,  your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 
'  EOBT.  MUEKAY, 

U.  8.  Marslial. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  8eptem,her  7, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  General  Dix  has  shown  me  your  letter*  to  him  of 
the  4th  instant.  For  its  friendly  tone  and  recommendation  you  have 
my  warmest  thanks.    No  event  of  my  life  has  given  me  such  intense 

*Not  found. 
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annoyance  as  this  (properly  so  termed  by  you)  "wretched  affair  of 
Millner."  When  my  attention  was  lirst  called  to  it  I  was  disposed  to 
treat  it  lightly  for  I  did  not  then  know  that  I  was  charged  with  seem- 
ing corruption  or  breach  of  trust.  I  have  emphatically  denied  both  and 
you  do  me  but  simple  justice  in  resting  upon  your  early  confidence.  I 
have  never  before  during  my  whole  life  been  charged  with  or  even  sus- 
pected of  either  corruption  or  breach  of  trust,  public  or  private.  When 
you  are  less  pressed  by  responsible  cares  and  when  there  is  time  with- 
out intrusion  upon  public  duties  to  take  up  cases  of  individuals  and 
when  I  am  enabled  to  follow  up  the  uecessaiy  investigation  I  desire  to 
go  over  this  whole  matter  with  you.  I  think  that  you  will  then  admit 
1  have  not  acted  wrongly.  Until  such  time  I  beg  that  you  will  rest 
upon  your  old  confidence  and  predilections. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW. 


Memoranda  of  Various  Political  Arrests — From  Record  Book,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  State,  "Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 

This  person  [Ferdinand  Alfons  Okelemski]  was  arrested  by  order  of 
John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police  at  New  York,  June  21, 
1S61.  He  was  charged  with  attemptijig  to  enter  the  I'ebel  army.  His 
letter  dated  April  4,  1861,  addressed  to  the  commander  of  Pensacola 
Navy -Yard,  says: 

1  have  been  civil  engineer  of  the  city  of  Montgomdry,  Ala.  My  heart  was  always 
beating  strongly  for  Sonthern  rights  and  Southern  constitution,'  and  now  since  the 
Southern  Confederacy  is  established  1  most  respectfully  would  solicit  some  sort  of 
employment  in  the  Southern  military  engineering  department. 

An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  June  29, 
1861,  directing  John  A.  Kennedy  to  release  Okelemski.  He  was  released 
July  1, 1861. 

Thomas  C.  Fitzpatrick  was  arrested  in  Baltimore  in  July,  18G1,  and 
transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  August  1,1801.  He  was  charged  with 
having  been  concerned  in  the  seizure  of  tlie  steamer  Saint  Nicholas, 
which  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  insurgents.  Representa- 
tions having  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  Fitzpatrick  was 
a  British  subject  and  was  not  implicated  as  a  party  to  the  seizure  of 
the  Saint  Nicholas  an  order  was  made  for  his  release  on  the  request  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  by  Lieutenaiit-General  Scott.  Fitzpatrick  was 
accordingly  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  August  19, 1861.  About  the 
15th  of  January,  1862,  Thomas  C.  Fitzpatrick  was  again  arrested  by 
oi'der  of  Major-General  Dix  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry  from 
whence  he  was  transferred  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated 
January  25, 1862,  to  Fort  Lafayette.  This  last  arrest  was  made  upon 
the  charge  that  he  with  others  were  conspiring  to  go  to  the  insurgent 
States,  in  regard  to  which  General  Dix  informs  the  Secretary  of  State 
by  letters  dated  January  24,  1862,  that  "  we  have  satisfactory  evidencie 
that  he  has  been  engaged  in  recruiting  for  the  insurgent  army  and 
that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  party  arrested."  The  said  Thomas  C. 
P^itzpatrick  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15  1862 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. '         ' 
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This  uian  [William  Williams]  was  arrested  by  the  civil  authorities  at 
Prince  Fredericktown,  Md.,  for  gross  violation  of  the  criminal  law  in 
July,  1861,  and  committed  to  jail.  The  grand  Jury  which  had  its  sit- 
ting in  the  following  October  having  failed  to  find  a  bill  of  indictment 
against  Williams  he  was  released. 

This  man  [Robert  D.  Ciiambers]  was  taken  into  custody  by  order  of 
Major  Si)ear,  provostmarslial  at  Martinsburg,  about  July  0,  1861,  and 
sent  to  Fort  Delaware.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  member  of  a 
regiment  in  the  rebel  service.  jVu  order  was  issued  from  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  October  23, 1861,  directing  (General  John  A.  Dix 
to  release  Chambers  on  his  taking  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating 
neither  to  enter  nor  correspond  with  the  States  in  insurrection  without 
permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  lie  will  do  no  act  hos- 
tile or  injurious  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection. 
He  was  accordingly  released  October  26, 1861. 

This  man  [Dr.  Edward  Johnson]  was  arrested  by  order  of  ticneral 
Dix  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry  about  July  8,  1861,  and  from 
thence  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  tlic  Secretary  of  State. 
There  are  no  jjapers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on 
what  charges  he  was  arrested.  An  order  was  issued  from  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  September  13, 1861,  directing  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke  to  release  Johnson  on  his  giving  his  parole  to  do  no  act  and  to 
give  no  information  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States.  He  was 
released  September  17, 1861. 

Charles  Wilson  was  confined  by  order  of  the  military  authorities  at 
Baltimore  about  July  <S,  1801,  at  Fort  McIIenry.  He  was  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  schooner  Margaret  when  taken  by  Kichard  Thomas,  alias 
Colonel  Zarvona.  Wilson  was  Sept  in  custody  as  a  witness  against 
said  Thomas,  being  unable  to  give  security  for  his  appearance  at  the 
trial  of  Thomas. 

Charles  M.  Hagelin,  of  Baltimore,  was  owner  of  a  vessel  called  the 
Alverda.  In  June,  1861,  he  made  a  trip  in  her  to  the  Patuxent  Eiver 
under  an  agreement  to  get  off  a  vessel  ashore  there.  He  took  eight 
men  as  passengers  without  charging  them  any  fare,  as  it  appears. 
These  men  he  afterward  learned  were  on  the  way  to  Virginia,  but  he 
proceeded  to  land  them  as  he  had  undertaken.  He  was  afterward  and 
before  he  returned  to  Baltimore  taken  into  custody  by  Captain  Craven, 
of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  sent  to  Baltimore  and  delivered  to  General 
Banks  at  Fort  McHenry.  He  was  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. The  date  of  liis  capture  does  not  appear  in  any  papers  in  the 
Department  of  State,  but  Mayor  Brown*  says  it  was  the  19th  of  July. 
There  is  no  more  particular  statement  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest  than  is 
given  above,  but  that  being  substantiated  by  his  own  admission  seems 
all  sufficient.  General  Dix,  who  assumed  command  at  Fort  McHenry 
about  the  time  of  Hagelin's  confinement  on  the  21st  of  October,  wrote 
to  the  Department  describing  Hagelin  as  a  person  of  simple  character 
and  without  influence  and  saying:  "I  think  he  has  been  sufficiently 
punished  and  recommend  his  innuediate  release."  Hagelin  was  there- 
upon released  on  the  24:th  day  of  October,  1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  

'  Sco  HriAvu  to  the  I'lisideiit,  p.  115. 
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William  Leland  Boggs,  of  North  Carolina,  arrived  in  'New  York  from 
Bremen  on  or  about  the  24:th  of  July,  1861.  On  the  passage  he  had 
stated  that  he  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  for  the  Confederate  States. 
And  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  and  reception  on  board  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  rebel  success  in  the  battle  of  21st  of  July,  1861,  he  was 
excessively  violent  in  the  expression  of  his  gratification.  He  was 
arrested  by  the  superintendent  of  police  of  New  York,  but  on  searching 
his  baggage  and  papers  nothing  of  importance  being  discovered  he  was 
discharged  July  25, 1861. 

The  Department  of  State  has  no  information  of  the  time,  place,  or 
cause  of  this  person's  [Samuel  H.  Lyon]  arrest.  He  was  received  at 
Fort  Lafayette  July  31, 1861,  having  been  transferred  Avith  other  pris- 
oners from  Fort  McHenry,  and  has  since  been  sent  to  Fort  Warren. 
In  a  letter  dated  February  5,  1862,  lie  states  that  about  the  6th  of 
January  an  order  arrived  at  Fort  Warren  directing  that  six  persons — 
Drane,  Dawson,  Orrison,  Cusick,  Murphy  and  Shepherd — be  sent  to 
General  Banks'  headquarters  to  be  exchanged  as  prisoners  of  war; 
that  there  was  no  person  named  Sheplierd  among  the  prisoners,  and 
the  remaining  five  were  sent ;  that  two  of  these  persons,  James  Murphy 
and  John  H.  Cusick,  were  taken  at  the  same  time  and  under  precisely 
the  same  circumstances  as  himself.  No  record  is  found  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  any  order  for  any  one  to  report  to  General  Banks  for  exchange. 
In  the  list  of  prisoners  at  Fort  Warren  Lyon  is  stated  to  be  from  Balti- 
more. The  said  Lyon  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  tlie 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  November  26, 1862.  Exchanged  for  Captain 
Schley  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.) 

A.  Dawson  was  captured  in  August,  1861,  by  a  portion  of  General 
Banks'  command.  He  was  a  member  of  a  Virgifiia  rebel  cavalry  com- 
pany and  as  a  prisoner  of  war  was  probably  exchanged.  (Turned  over 
to  General  Banks  at  Fredericksburg  for  exchange  January  6, 1862.) 

Eobert  Drane  was  captured  in  August,  1861,  by  a  portion  of  Gen- 
eral Banks'  division.  He  belonged  to  a  Virginia  rebel  cavalry  com- 
pany, and  being  a  prisoner  of  war  was  probably  exchanged.  (Turned 
over  to  General  Banks  at  Fredericksburg  for  exchange  January  6, 1862.) 

James  Connor  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Mansfield  in  the 
month  of  August,  1861,  and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he 
was  arrested.  The  said  James  Connor  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old 
Capitol  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Eefused 
parole  February  22, 1862.    Eeleased  March  26, 1862.) 

Eben  Lane,  one  of  the  prize  crew  placed  by  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis 
on  board  the  schooner  Enchantress  which  was  afterward  captured  by 
U.  S.  steamer  Albatross  and  brought  by  that  steamer  into  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  was  arrested  and  taken  into  custody  by  TJ.  S.  Marshal 
Millward,  of  Pennsylvania,  August  2,  1861.  He  was  brought  into 
court  for  trial  on  the  30th  day  of  October,  1861,  and  was  acquitted. 
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Thomas  Quigley  was  taken  into  custody  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Millward 
at  Philadelphia  August  2,  1861,  and  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  by 
order  of  the  iSecretary  of  State  dated  January  31, 1862.  He  was  one  of 
the  prize  crew  placed  by  the  privateer  Jeff.  Davis  on  the  schooner 
Enchantress,  afterward  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Albatross  and 
brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia.  He  was  brought  into  court  for 
trial  on  the  30th  day  of  October,  1861,  and  convicted.  Said  Quigley 
remained  in  custody  at  Port  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Richard  Lewis  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  privateer  Petrel  which  was 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Flag,  and  was  taken  into  custody  by 
Marshal  Millward  August  8,  1861,  and  afterward  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  The  said  Eichard  Lewis  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Keleased  on 
parole  February  22,  1862.) 

This  person  [Frank  Albor]  was  taken  into  custody  by  U.  S.  Marshal 
Millward.  of  Philadelphia,  August  8, 1861.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  rebel  privateer  Petrel  captured  by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence 
and  brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  by  the  TJ.  S.  steamer  Flag. 
Said  Frank  Albor    died  in  prison  at  Philadelphia,  November  9,  1861. 

This  man  [Austin  C.  Williams]  was  taken  into  custody  by  TJ.  S. 
Marshal  Millward  at  Philadelphia  August  8,  1861,  and  transferred  to 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  January  31, 
1862.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  privateer  Petrel  captured 
by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  to  Philadelphia  by 
U.  S.  steamer  Flag.  Said  Williams  remained  in  custody  at  Fort 
Lafayette  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department. 

Hugh  Monagrow  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  privateer  Petrel  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  by  the  steamer  Flag  on  the  8th  of  August,  1861.  Mona- 
grow in  company  with  the  balance  of  the  crew  was  transferred  to  Fort 
Lafayette  February  5,  18C2,  where  he  remained  February  15,  when  in 
conformity  with  theoi-der  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

This  man  [Robert  Barret]  was  taken  into  custody  by  U.  S.  Marshal 
Millward,  of  Philadelphia,  August  8,  1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  January  31, 1862.  He  was 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  privateer  Petrel  captured  by  the  U.  S. 
frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia  by 
U.  S.  steamer  Flag.  Said  Barrett  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 
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This  man  [Thomas  A.  Brookbanks]  was  taken  into  custody  by  U,  S. 
:\larshal  Millward  at  Philadelpliia  August  8, 1861,  and  sent  to  Fort 
Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  January  31,  1862. 
He  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  rebel  privateer  Petrel  captured  by  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Flag.  Said  Brookbanks  remained  in  custody  at 
Fort  Lafayette  February  lij,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

John  W.  Dearing  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  privateer  Petrel  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  the  port 
of  Philadelphia  August  8, 1861.  Dearing  in  company  with  the  balance 
of  the  crew  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  February  5, 1862,  where  he 
remained  February  15,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

A.  C.  Delahay  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  privateer  Petrel  captured 
by  the  U.  S.  frigate  Saint  Lawrence  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Flag  on  August  8,  1861.  Delahay  m 
company  with  the  balance  of  the  crew  was  transferred  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette February  5, 1862,  where  he  remained  February  15, 1862,  when  in 
conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

William  Bryan  was  taken  into  custody  by  TJ.  S.  Marshal  Millward  at 
Philadelphia  August  8, 1861 ,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  dated  January  31, 1862.  He  was  one  of  the  crew  of 
the  rebel  privateer  Petrel  captured  by  the  XJ.  S.  frigate  Saint  Law- 
rence and  brought  to  the  port  of  Philadelphia  by  the  17.  S,  steamer 
Flag.  Said  Bryan  was  still  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

James  A.  Donnelly  was  arrested  August  22, 1861,  and  committed  to 
the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He 
was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the  Government  and  having  returned 
from  Richmond  within  a  week  before  his  arrest  where  he  had  gone  for 
the  purpose  of  assisting  the  present  rebellion.  Donnelly  was  after- 
ward transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  where  he  remained  February 
15, 1862,  when  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  that  Department.  (Kele.ased 
February  22, 1862.) 

Tliis  person  [Joseph  T.  Ellicottj  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  and  committed  to  the  Thir- 
teenth Street  Prison  August  2.">,  1861.  There  are  no  papers  on  file  in 
the  Department  of  State  showing  why  or  on  what  charges  he  was 
arrested.  Urgent  ai)plication  having  been  made  for  his  release  the 
Secretary  of  State  ordered  his  discharge  on  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  stipulating  not  to  enter  or  corresi^ond  with  the  insurrec- 
tionary States.    He  was  accordingly  released  October  10,  1861. 
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Mrs.  F.  E.  Hassler  was  airested  by  order  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  of 
War  aud  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Piison  August  23, 1861, 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  Mrs.  Greenhow's.  She  was  charged 
with  holding  a  contraband  correspondence  with  the  insurrectionary 
States.  Mrs.  Hassler  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  oath  of  allegiance  and  parole  October  30, 1801. 

On  the  24:th  of  August,  18G1,  A.  Q.  Keasbey,  esq.,  U.  S.  district 
attorney  for  New  Jersey,  wrote  to  the  Department  of  State  that  he  had 
caused  the  arrest  of  a  man  lately  from  Columbia,  S.  C,  and  about  to 
return  soon,  on  an  affidavit  of  a  soldier  of  Second  Fire  Zouaves  of  New 
York;  that  he  offered  him  a  pass  to  the  Southern  army  and  a  captain's 
commission  if  he  would  go  and  join  it,  and  stated  that  he  had  already 
passed  several  and  -was  going  to  send  more.  August  '27  the  said  dis- 
trict attorney  (Keasbey)  wrote  again  stating  the  name  of  the  person 
arrested  to  be  Phineas  F.  Frazee,  and  sending  a  copy  of  the  affidavit 
of  the  soldier  on  which  the  arrest  was  made,  which  stated  that  said 
Frazee  came  to  dei)onent  and  endeavored  to  influence  him  to  go  South 
and  join  the  Southern  army;  that  he  told  the  deponent  that  he  had 
jiassed  men  both  ways  to  and  from  the  South,  and  that  if  deponent 
would  go  he  would  give  him  a  i)ass  he  could  go  with,  and  that  when 
he  arrived  there  he  would  have  a  captain's  commission,  and  he  said 
he  had  passed  others  South  and  intended  to  i)ass  more.  The  said 
district  attorney  stated  in  his  letter  that  Joseph  Gabriel,  the  soldier 
who  made  said  affidavit,  had  gone  to  Washington  and  there  was  no 
other  testimony,  and  he  intimated  that  no  great  reliance  could  be  placed 
upon  said  affidavit  of  paid  Gabriel.  The  Acting  Secretary  of  State 
therefore  on  the  31st  day  of  August,  1801,  wrote  to  the  said  district 
attorney  advising  the  discharge  of  the  said  Frazee. 

This  person  [Samuel  H.  Eakins]  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  August 
24, 1861,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty,  and  liaving  lately  returned 
from  Eichmond  was  suspected  of  being  a  spy.  While  in  Eichmond  he 
was  employed  by  one  Sloat  who  was  in  the  rebel  service.  By  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  the  said  Samuel  H.  Eakins  was  released  from 
custody  November  C,  1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Francis  M.  Fisk  is  a  native  of  Ehode  Island  but  a  resident  of  New 
Orleans.  He  was  arrested  at  the  instance  of  Governor  Sprague  at 
Providence,  E.  I.,  charged  with  the  intention  of  taking  his  son  Frank 
South  to  join  the  rebel  army,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  August 
26,  1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  August  24,  1861. 
The  charge  against  Mr.  Fisk  is  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  James  E. 
Stevens  that  he  boarded  with  Francis  Fisk,  son  of  Francis  M.  Fisk,  in 
the  family  of  Mrs.  Mary  Chamberlain ;  that  Francis  M.  Fisk  came  to  the 
house  of  the  said  Mrs.  Jlary  Chamberlain  and  told  her  "I  am  going  to 
take  my  son  Frank  South  to  put  [himj  in  the  army."  An  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September  30, 1861,  for  the 
release  of  Fisk  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  his  parole 
of  honor  to  do  no  hostile  act,  &c.  He  was  accordingly  released  October 
2, 1861. 

The  returns  from  Fort  Lafayette  set  forth  tliat  Hilary  B.  Cenas,  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy,  was  committed  to  custody  in  that  fort  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  28th  day  of  August,  1861;  that  he  was 
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transferred  to  Fort  Warren  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
30th  day  of  October,  1861.  The  returns  from  Fort  Warren  make  no 
mention  of  this  person  nor  is  any  further  evidence  concerning  him  to  be 
found  in  the  papers  of  the  Department  of  State,  (lieleased  to  be 
exchanged  for  Abbott  December  19, 1861.) 

These  persons  [John  W.  and  Ezra  B.  Cornell]  were  taken  prisoners 
at  Fort  Hatteras*  and  committed  to  Fort  Columbus  and  from  thence 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  They  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war. 
Application  having  been  made  for  their  release  and  statements  made 
of  a  satisfactory  character  that  they  were  compelled  to  join  the  Confed- 
erate Army  and  that  they  were  willing  to  give  theii-  i)arole  to  do  no 
further  hostile  act  against  the  United  States  Government,  an  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  com- 
manding at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  them  on  their  engaging  on  oath  not 
to  leave  the  State  of  New  York  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  not  to  hold  any  treasonable  correspondence  or  do  any  act 
hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  They 
were  accordingly  released  from  confinement  November  2,  18C1. 

Thisperson  [F.  V.  Hoskins]  was  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Hatteras* 
by  the  expedition  under  General  Butler  and  was  confined  in  Fort  Colum- 
bus. He  claimed  to  be  a  chaplain  in  the  serviceof  the  rebels.  By  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  said  F.  V.  Hoskins  was  released  October  21, 1861, 
on  taking  an  oath  to  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  nor  enter  nor  correspond  with  any  State  in  revolt 
against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrec- 
tion without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Eichard  S.  Freeman,  of  Macon,  Ga.,  was  arrested  in  New  York  by 
the  superintendent  of  police  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  1801.  lie  was 
taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren. 
Freeman  was  charged  with  giving  aid  and  assistance  to  the  rebels  by 
purchasing  and  transmitting  to  them  necessary  and  useful  machinery 
and  other  articles,  and  making  efforts  to  do  so,  and  with  being  a  spy. 
His  papers  show  that  he  left  Macon  on  the  9th  of  August,  1801,  with 
means  and  instructions  to  purchase  a  shoe  peg  machine  and  with  intro- 
duction to  parties  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  who  it  was  hoped  would  be  able 
to  get  the  machine  conveyed  southward  through  the  lines  of  the  U.  S. 
forces.  This  machine  was  so  much  desired  at  Macon  that  if  was  repre- 
sented as  a  public  necessity.  Freeman's  papers  also  show  that  he  had 
taken  some  steps  toward  fulfilling  this  commission  before  his  arrest,  and 
was  engaged  therein  up  to  the  day  of  his  arrest ;  and  also  that  he  was  on 
the  lookout  for  other  purchases  which  he  might  judge  to  be  useful  and 
profitable  if  made  and  conveyed  to  Georgia.  Freeman  had  a  check  and 
letter  of  credit  from  the  Bank  of  Middle  Georgia  on  Messrs.  Bingham 
&  Parsons,  18  Exchange  Place,  New  York.  The  said  Freeman  remained 
in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  ineceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February 
21, 1862.    Eeleased  February  22, 1862.) 

These  men  [William  Eobinson  and  Eiddock  Brooks]  were  colored 
servants  of  rebel  officers  captured  at  Hatteras  inlet*  and  with  said 
officers  committed  to  Fort  Warren  as  prisoners  of  war.    Application 

•August  29, 1861. 
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was  made  November  6,  1861,  for  their  release  by  Captain  Clements, 
one  of  said  ofQcers,  who  stated  that  liobinson  and  Brooks  were  free 
negroes ;  had  never  been  in  Government  emi)loy  but  were  mere  serva  nts 
for  himself  and  other  officers  and  were  anxious  to  return  to  their  fami- 
lies. An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  Novem- 
ber 29, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to  release  these  men  on  their 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Colonel  Dimick  reports  December  2, 
1861,  that  said  Eobinson  and  Brooks  have  no  objection  to  the  oath 
except  that  having  families  in  North  Carolina  if  they  take  the  oath  they 
cannot  return  to  them  and  therefore  prefer  not  to  be  discharged.  A 
subsequent  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  Janu- 
ary 6, 1862,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to  release  Eobinson  and  Brooks 
on  their  parole  of  honor  to  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  present  insurrection.    They  were  accordingly  released. 

From  the  report  of  William  E.  Woodward,  esq.,  prize  commissioner 
in  Washington,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  it  appears  that  Thomas  E. 
Stewart  was  arrested  in  Chesapeake  Bay  near  Dorchester  County,  Md., 
about  the  29th  of  August,  1861,  on  board  the  sloop  T.  J.  Evans  which 
was  seized  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Dana.  He  was  charged  with  being 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  sloop  which  was  conveying  (iontrabaud  arms 
and  goods  to  the  rebels  in  Virginia.  Stewart  was  taken  to  Washing- 
ton and  placed  in  jail.  An  investigation  of  his  case  resulted  in  his 
being  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  September  27, 
1861. 

Frank  E.  Williams,  of  the  Choctaw  Agency  west  of  Arkansas,  was 
arrested  by  order  of  John  S.  Keyes,  U.  S.  marshal  at  Boston,  August 
30, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  issued  from  the 
Dei)artment  of  State  August  31,  1861.  He  was  charged  with  being 
disloyal  and  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  treasonable  practices.  His 
utterance  of  strong  secession  sentiments  supported  the  charge  and 
susi)icion.  He  was  released  September  7, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Uriah  B.  Harrold  was  arrested  August  30,  1861,  by  John  A.  Ken- 
nedy, esq,,  superintendent  of  police  at  New  York  City,  and  confined  at 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  charged 
with  disloyalty  and  with  being  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army.  The  evi- 
dence upon  which  he  was  arrested  consists  of  his  own  statements 
proved  by  numerous  witnesses  to  have  been  reported  by  his  family  con- 
nections to  the  effect  that  he  was  an  officer  (captain)  in  the  rebel  army. 
An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September 
16,  1861,  directing  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  release  Harrold  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.    He  was  released  September  18,  1861. 

M.  M.  Hallinan,  alias  Stover,  was  arrested  August  31,  1861,  by 
superintendent  of  police  of  New  York  City,  Jolin  A.  Kennedy,  on  com- 
plaint of  F.  A.  Fabre.  Hallinan,  who  is  or  was  a  Catholic  priest,  is 
charged  by  Fabre  with  having  attempted  to  induce  him  to  desert  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States  (Fabre  at  the  time  beiug  a  private  in 
Company  I,  Colonel  Baxter's  Philadelphia  Fire  Zouaves)  and  join  the 
rebel  army,  offering  to  procure  for  him  a  commission  as  major  in  the 
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same  regiment  in  which  he  (Hallinan)  was  to  serve  as  cliaplain.  He 
further  represented  that  he  had  command  of  any  amount  of  money 
and  would  give  Fabre  should  he  desert  $3,000  for  an  outfit.  No  evi- 
dence* has  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  that 
Hallinan  was  committed  to  prison. 

This  person  [W.  H.  Ward],  late  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  was 
dismissed  from  the  service  on  tendering  his  resignation  in  May,  1861, 
and  on  his  arrival  in  New  York  August  31,  1861,  was  arrested  by  the 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
No  order  has  been  is.sued  or  action  taken  by  the  Department  of  State 
in  regard  to  the  case  of  Ward. 

This  x)erson  [Daniel  Deckart]  was  arrested  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Lamon, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  September,  1861,  and  committed  to  the 
Thirteenth  Street  Prison  in  Washington,  lie  was  tlie  ])ub]isher  of  the 
l)aper  in  Hagerstown,  Md.,  called  The  Hagerstown  Mail,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  he  made  it  a  disloyal  sheet,  though  there  are  no  charges  on 
file  in  the  Department  of  State  against  him.  Having  made  application 
for  his  release  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  General 
Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  to  release  Deckart  on  his  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulating  not  to  enter  or  corresi^ond 
with  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States.  He  was  accordingly  released 
October  9, 1861. 

This  i)erson  [(reorge  A.  Sheahanj  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Daniel  E.  Sickles  in  September,  1861,  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  Md., 
at  the  house  of  one  Marriott  and  taken  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  deliv- 
ered into  the  custody  of  the  commanding  general  at  headquarters.  He 
was  charged  with  having  in  his  possession  letters  addressed  to  persons 
i)i  the  enemy's  service  in  Virginia  with  the  intention  of  transmitting 
them  to  that  State.  The  report  of  his  arrest  and  i)apers  found  upon 
Sheahan  are  said  to  be  filed  and  in  possession  of  the  military  authori- 
ties. There  is  no  evidence  showing  that  any  action  was  taken  by  the 
Department  of  State  in  this  case  or  Avhat  disposition  the  military  author- 
ities made  of  the  prisoner. 

Samuel  Davidson  was  arrested  on  or  about  September  1,  1861,  near 
North  Point,  Md.,  by  order  of  General  l)ix.  He  was  in  company  with 
some  twenty -three  others  on  his  way  to  a  sloop  which  was  to  convey 
them  to  the  lower  part  of  Maryland  with  a  view  it  was  su])posed  of 
joining  the  rebel  army.  Davidson  was  transferred  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  to  Fort  Columbus,  where  he  arrived  September  5, 1861.  He 
was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  October  '>,  1861,  on  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

George  Gosswell  was  arrested  about  September  1,  1861,  near  North 
Point,  Md.,  by  order  of  General  Dix.  He  was  in  company  with  twenty- 
three  others  on  his  way  to  a  sloop  which  was  to  convey  them  to  the 
lower  part  of  Maryland  with  a  view  as  was  supposed  of  joining  the 
rebel  army.  Gosswell  was  afterward  transferred  by  order  of  General 
Scott  to  Fort  Columbus,  where  he  arrived  September  13, 1861.  He  was 
released  October  5, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 


'  See  p.  57  for  letter  of  Arclibishop  Huglies  relating  to  Hallinan. 
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Benjamin  ¥.  McCawley  was  ai'rested  about  September  1, 1861,  near 
Nortli  Point,  McI.,  by  order  of  General  IJix  and  committed  to  Fort 
McHenry.  He  was  on  Lis  way  in  company  with  twenty- tliree  others  to 
a  sloop  which  was  to  convey  them  to  the  lower  part  of  Maryland  with 
a  view  as  was  supposed  of  joining  the  rebel  army,  McCawley  was  after- 
ward by  order  of  General  Scott  sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  where  he 
arrived  September  13,  1861.  He  was  released  October  5,  18G1,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oatb  of  allegiance  and 
stipulating  not  to  visit  or  correspond  with  persons  residing  in  the  in sur 
rectionary  States  and  to  do  no  act  hostile  against  the  United  States. 

William  McKewen  was  arrested  about  September  1, 1861,  near  North 
Point,  Md.,  by  order  of  General  Dix  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry. 
He  was  on  his  way  in  company  with  twenty-three  others  to  a  sloop 
which  was  to  convey  them  to  the  lower  part  of  Maryland  with  a  view 
as  was  supposed  of  joining  the  rebel  army.  McKewen  was  afterward 
by  order  of  General  Scott  sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  where  he  arrived 
September  13, 1861.  He  was  released  October  5, 1861,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Frederick  Tollenback  was  arrested  about  September  1,  1861,  near 
North  Point,  Md.,  by  order  of  General  Dix.  He  was  in  company  with 
twenty-three  others  on  his  way  to  a  sloop  which  was  to  convey  them  to 
the  lower  part  of  Maryland  with  a  view  as  was  supposed  of  joining  the 
rebel  army.  Tollenback  was  afterward  transferred  by  order  of  General 
Scott  to  Fort  Colambus,  where  he  arrived  September  13, 1861.  He  was 
released  October  5, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

John  Wilkins  was  arrested  about  September  1,1861,  near  North  Point, 
Md.,  by  order  of  General  Dix  and  committed  to  Fort  McHeiu'y.  He 
was  on  his  way  in  company  with  twenty-three  others  to  a  sloop  which 
was  to  convey  them  to  the  lower  part  of  Maryland  with  the  view  it  is 
supposed  of  joining  the  rebel  army.  Wilkins  was  afterward  by  order 
of  (ieneral  Scott  sent  to  Fort  Columbus,  where  he  arrived  September  13, 
1 861.  He  was  released  October  5, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  man  [George  Thompson]  was  arrested  in  or  near  Baltimore  about 
September  1,  1801 ,  by  order  of  General  Dix  and  committed  to  Fort 
McHenry  and  from  thence  transferred  successively  to  Fort  Columbus 
and  Fort  Warren.  He  was  charged  with  carrying  on  an  illicit  corre- 
spondence with  the  Confederate  States  or  for  having  intended  to  go 
into  their  service.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Dejiartment  of  State 
dated  November  23,  1801,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at 
Fort  Warren,  to  release  Thompson  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
stipulating  neither  to  enter  nor  correspond  with  the  States  in  insurrec- 
tion nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
during  the  present  insurrection.  He  was  accordingly  released  Novem- 
ber 20, 1801. 

James  La  Guire,  a  British  subject,  was  arrested  at  Boston  about 
September  2, 1861,  by  order  of  K.  W.  Morton,  assistant  district  attor- 
ney. He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  attem]>ting  to  proceed  to  the 
insurrectionary  States  with  a  Canadian  uniform,  &c.,  in  his  trunk. 
U]»on  an  examination  before  a  magistrate  La  Guire  was  found  to  be  a 
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Britisli  subject.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
dated  September  14, 1861,  directing  Eich.  H.  Dana,  jr.,  U.  S.  attorney, 
to  release  La  Guire  on  condition  that  the  British  consul  undertake  to 
see  him  back  to  Nova  Scotia  at  Her  Majesty's  expense.  He  was 
released  on  or  about  September  21, 1861. 

The  first  information  concerning  this  man  [James  Chapin]  received 
at  the  Department  of  State  was  contained  in  a  telegram  from  John 
Burt,  deputy  U.  S.  marshal  in  New  York,  dated  Saratoga,  September  3, 
1861,  as  follows:  "I  have  arrested  James  Chapin,  a  captain  of  the 
Yieksburg  (Miss.)  Home  Guards.  What  shall  I  do  witli  him?"  He 
was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
dated  September  4,  1861.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest  the  papers  and 
correspondence  in  the  possession  of  himself  and  wife  were  seized. 
His  letters  from  Vicksburg  to  his  wife  contained  the  following  state- 
ments: "July  11, 1861. — We  are  making  a  mighty  effort  for  our  inde- 
pendence and  believe  we  shall  have  it."  Again :  "I  am  deeply  enlisted 
in  our  success,  having  subscribed  and  given  money  pretty  liberally  for 
my  means,  and  have  bought  Confederate  bonds."  An  order  was  issued 
from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  15,  1861,  directing 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release 
Chapin  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will  do 
no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States  nor  hold  correspondence 
with  residents  of  the  insurrectionary  States  nor  leave  the  State  of  New 
York  during  the  present  insurrection  Avithout  the  permission  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.    He  was  accordingly  released  October  17,  1861. 

This  person  [A.  D.  Wharton],  late  a  midshipman  or  lieutenant  in  the 
U.  S.  Navy,  was  arrested  and  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of 
tlic  Secretary  of  the  Navy  about  September  8,  1861.  No  order  has 
been  issued  or  action  taken  by  the  Department  of  State  in  regard  to 
the  case  of  said  Wharton. 

George  W.  Barnard,  residing  at  New  Berne,  N.  C,  came  to  New  York 
by  way  of  the  British  provinces  in  the  schooner  Susan  Jane,  and  was 
returning  in  the  same  vessel  when  he  was  captured  September  8, 1861, 
and  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  from  whence  he  was  afterward  transferred 
to  Fort  Warren.  The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of 
State  in  relation  to  this  prisoner  was  tlirough  a  letter  from  his  brother, 
Lieut.  William  C.  Barnard,  addressed  to  the  Postmaster-General, 
dated  October  31, 1861,  transmitted  by  the  Fostmaster-General.  The 
said  Barnard  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiaijce  to  the  United  States  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1861,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  only  information  the  Department  of  State  has  concerning  this 
man  [Edward  Baum]  is  that  he  was  arrested  at  Hatteras,  N.  C,  Septem- 
ber 9, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  on  a  merchant  vessel,  and  committed  to  Fort  Warren 
November  1, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Said  Baum 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  i)receding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released  May 
7, 1862,  by  order  of  commissioners,  General  Dix  and  Edwards  Pierre- 
pout.) 
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This  person  [George  A.  Shackleford]  was  mate  of  the  schooner  Susan 
Jane  which  was  captured  September  9, 1861,  while  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  He  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Favy  and  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren. 
The  said  G.  A.  Shackleford  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1.S62,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department.  (Eeleased  March  5, 1862,  on  honor  not  to  render  any  aid 
or  comfort  to  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  United  States  Government.) 

John  W.  Andrews,  of  New  Orleans,  was  arrested  at  Providence,  E.  I., 
on  the  lOtli  of  September,  1861,  by  Albert  Sanford,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal, 
under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  charged  with  being 
an  officer  in  the  rebel  service,  and  was  taken  to  Kew  York  with  a  view 
to  placing  him  in  confinement.  Before  he  Avas  taken  to  the  fort,  how- 
ever, it  was  made  to  appear  satisfactorily  that  he  was  not  the  person 
intended  to  be  arrested  but  had  been  taken  for  another  man  of  the  same 
name.  He  was  therefore  released  on  or  about  the  13th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1861. 

This  person  [Bushrod  W.  Marriott]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Sickles  in  Maryland  and  committed  to  tlie  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  in 
Washington,  September  10, 1861.  The  only  information  received  at  the 
Department  of  State  relative  to  Marriott  is  contained  in  a  letter  from 
William  Price,  esq.,  of  Baltimore,  stating  that  Marriott  was  arrested 
for  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels,  but  the  charge  was  unfounded 
and  he  tljerefore  urged  the  release  of  the  prisoner.  The  said  Marriott 
was  ordered  to  be  released  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government. 

This  man  [Samuel  P.  Wilson]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Sickles  and  committed  to  the  Central  Guard  House  September  10, 
1861,  and  transferred  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison,  Washington, 
D.  C,  by  order  of  General  Porter.  He  was  released  October  8, 1861^ 
upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  by  order  of  General  Porter. 

David  Summers,  of  Baltimore,  was  arrested  with  some  twenty  others 
at  Jforth  Point,  Md.,  about  September  13,  1861,  and  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-General  Scott  committed  to  Fort  Columbus  and  from  thence 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  He  was  charged  with 
being  about  to  proceed  to  the  insurrectionary  States  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  the  rebel  forces.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  dated  December  9, 1801,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding 
at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Summers  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  nor  correspond  with  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States  nor  do  any  act  hostile 
to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection,  (Eeleased 
December  12, 1861.) 

Dennis  Kelly  was  arrested  September  13,  1801,  by  order  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General Scott  and  taken  to  Fort  Columbus.  Kelley  was  cap- 
tured with  some  twenty  others  on  suspicion  of  his  being  on  his  way  to 
join  the  rebel  army.  Being  a  British  subject  he  was  released  without 
taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  hy  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  Sep- 
tember 24, 1801. 


302  PKISONEKS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Patrick  Orohan  was  arrested  September  1?>,  18(il,  by  order  of  Lieu- 
tenaut-General  Scott  and  taken  to  Port  Columbus,  lie  was  captured 
iu  company  with  some  twenty  otliers  on  suspiciou  of  being  on  bis  way 
to  join  the  rebel  army.  Being  a  British  subject  he  was  released  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  September  'M,  18G1. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  that 
John  E.  Grwynn  was  in  custody  at  Fort  McHenry  the  Secretary  wrote 
General  Dix  September  13, 1861,  asking  a  report  in  said  Owynn's  case 
as  to  the  expediency  of  releasing  him.  General  Dix  replies  September 
1(5, 1861,  that  said  John  E.  Gwynn  was  "  released  about  a  fortnight 
since." 

Thclirst  information  received  by  the  ])epartmentof  State  concern- 
ing this  man  [Leonard  Sturtevant]  was  contained  in  a  telegram  from 
U.  8.  Marshal  J.  S.  Keyes,  of  Massachusetts,  and  directed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  under  date  of  Boston,  September  14, 1861,  as  follows: 

Leonard  Sturtoviint,  of  New  Orleans,  ricli,  iutluentiii],  euerjjetic,  thoroiiglily  seces- 
sionist, is  here  about  to  return  with  his  family.  He  Inougut  on  large  sums;  has 
been  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Maine  since  on  business.  The  district  iittorney 
joins  in  asking  what  action  shall  be  taken. 

He  was  arrested  by  Marshal  Keyes  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
September  1!),  1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  An  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September  25,  1801,  direct- 
ing Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Stur- 
tevant on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  giving  his  parole  not  to  return  to  Louisiana  or  any 
other  State  now  in  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government  without  leave  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  accord- 
ingly released  September  27, 1861. 

This  person  [Moses  Stannard]  was  arrested  by  U.  S.  Marshal  [David 
H.]  Carr  at  Madison,  Conn.,  September  10, 1801,  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  September  12, 1861,  U.  S. 
Marshal  Carr,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  asking  authority  to 
arrest  Stannard,  stated  that  he  ( Stannard)  is  a  man  who  can  and  is  doing 
great  mischief;  that  he  raised  a  secession  flag  on  his  premises.  Stan- 
nard is  also  charged  with  having  stated  to  one  Wilcox  that  he  hoped 
to  God  the  secessionists  would  capture  Washington  and  burn  all  the 
public  property  and  shoot  the  President  and  all  his  Cabinet,  and  that 
he  would  go  and  help  them  do  it  if  he  could  effect  it  by  so  doing. 
Application  having  been  made  for  his  release  an  order  was  issued  from 
the  Department  of  State  dated  October  12,  1801,  directing  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Stannard  on 
his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
stii)ulating  not  to  enter  into  or  correspond  with  any  of  the  insurrec- 
tionary States.  The  said  Moses  Stannard  was  accordingly  released 
October  14, 1861. 

George  A.  Hubbell  was  arrested  September  20, 3801,  by  U.  S.  Mar- 
shal David  11.  Carr,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Hubbell  was  charged  with 
being  a  noisy  secessionist  and  doing  great  mischief  by  his  treasonable 
talk.  He  was  news  agent  on  the  Naugatuck  Eailroad  and  persisted  in 
selling  tlie  New  York  Daily  News  contrary  to  orders.  He  was  released 
September  26, 1801,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 
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(leorge  P.  Presay  of  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  was  arrested  in  Marion 
County,  Ky.,  on  or  ab'out  the  20tli  day  of  September,  1861,  charged 
witli  aiding  the  rebellion  against  the  United  States.  He  was  probably 
taken  by  the  Kentucky  Home  (iuard  or  by  order  of  General  Anderson, 
though  there  are  no  (locuments  in  the  State  Department  showing  any 
of  the  particulars  in  I'elation  to  his  arrest  or  commitment.  He  was  sent 
to  Fort  Lafayette  and  afterward  to  Fort  Warren.  On  the  10th  day  of 
February,  1862,  Pressey  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  Avitli  stipulations  against  future  misconduct  and  to 
report  to  the  liepartment  of  State. 

John  Batemau  was  arrested  at  Portland  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  for 
Maine  on  or  about  the  21st  of  September,  1S61,  charged  with  convey- 
ing dispatches  for  the  rebels  and  wjth  affording  them  aid  and  comfort. 
He  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  papers  found  upon  Bateman  were 
represented  by  the  marshal  as  of  importance,  but  there  is  no  evidence 
in  the  Department  of  State  to  show  what  their  character  was.  On  the 
2d  day  of  October,  1861,  Bateman  was  released  from  confinement  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  with 
stipulations  against  future  misconduct. 

n.  K.  Stevens,  late  lieutenant  iii  the  U.  S.  Navy,  was  arrested  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  September  24,  1861,  by  Captain  Pearson,  com- 
manding at  Kittery  Xavy-Yard,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
Stevens  tendered  his  resignation  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Navy 
March  25, 1861,  and  by  order  of  the  President  his  name  was  stricken 
from  the  rolls  of  the  Navy  September  30, 1861.  No  order  has  been 
issued  nor  action  taken  by  the  Department  of  State  in  regard  to  the 
case  of  Stevens. 

William  E.  Wright,  of  Marion  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  by  Col. 
E.  W.  Johnson,  of  the  Kentucky  Home  Guard,  on  or  about  the  24th  of 
September,  1861,  charged  with  having  taken  up  arms  against  tlie  Gov 
erunient  of  the  United  States  or  otherwise  aiding  in  the  rebellion 
against  the  same.  After  his  arrest  he  was  sent  by  General  Anderson 
to  Indianapolis  and  then  by  order  of  theSecretary  of  State  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette and  was  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  It  appears  by 
Wright's  statements  to  some  of  his  friends  who  petitioned  for  his  dis- 
charge that  he  had  been  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  to  sell  horses,  which 
were  probably  for  the  military  service  of  the  rebels,  and  that  he  had 
been  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  trying  to  make  some  money  for  his 
familj',  by  what  kind  of  traffic  is  not  stated.  On  the  11th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  Wright  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  with  stipulations  against  future  misconduct. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative 
to  this  person  [J.  L.  O'Neil]  was  contained  in  a  telegram  from  a  Gov- 
ernment agent  dated  Philadelphia,  September  2.5,  1861,  stating  that 
O'Neil  was  a  Virginian  and  an  intimate  friend  and  companion  of  one 
Winder  Avho  had  been  arrested  for  disloyalty.  He  was  ordered  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  be  arrested,  but  there  is  no  evidence  on  file  in 
the  Department  of  State  showing  that  he  was  ever  committed  to 
prison. 

The  first  information  received  iit  the  Department  of  State  in  regard 
tothis]>erson  [David  K.  Mortonl  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Andrew 
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Wallace  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  Indianapolis,  September  25, 
1861,  in  which  the  arrest  of  Morton  is  mentioned  "as  having  taken  place 
and  asking  what  shall  be  done  with  him.  Mr.  Wallace  refers  to  Mor- 
ton as  being  a  secessionist  and  as  having  been  in  the  rebel  army.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Wallace  the  Secretary  of  State  September  30,  18G1, 
directed  him  to  consult  Governor  Morton,  of  Indiana,  and  if  the  latter 
approved  to  take  the  prisoner  to  Fort  Lafayette.  No  farther  informa- 
tion having  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  Morton 
it  is  presumed  that  he  was  discharged. 

The  first  information  relative  to  this  man  [0.  J.  M.  Grwinn]  received 
at  the  Department  of  State  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Hon.  Reverdy 
Johnson  dated  September  27,  1861,  saying  that  he  is  informed  that 
said  Gwinn  was  to  be  arrested  on  a  charge  of  disloyalty;  that  he  was 
perfectly  loyal  and  ought  not  to  be  arrested.  There  arc  no  papers  on 
tile  in  said  Department  showing  that  said  Gwinn  was  ever  arrested  but 
there  is  on  file  an  oath  of  allegiance  purporting  to  be  signed  by  O.  J.  M. 
Gwinn  and  dated  September  27,  1861. 

David  B.  and  John  H.  Grumbaugh*  were  arrested  by  the  home 
guard  in  Clark  County,  Ky.,  and  taken  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  in 
October,  1861.  They  were  charged  with  attempting  to  enter  the  insur- 
rectionary States  contrary  to  the  President's  proclamation,  David  B. 
proposing  to  practice  law  in  Arkansas  and  John  H.  intending  to  go  to 
Mississi]>pi  where  he  had  been  engaged  as  an  overseer  of  a  plantation. 
A  telegram  dated  November  7, 1861,  from  Governor  Dennison,  of  Ohio, 
asks  tlie  release  of  the  brothers  Crumbangh.  The  Secretary  of  State 
replies  under  date  of  November  8  that  he  is  compelled  to  postpone  the 
release  of  any  prisoners  of  war  from  Kentucky  at  this  Juncture.  Sub- 
sequently the  Secretary  of  State  requested  Governor  Dennison  to 
sound  them  as  to  their  disposition  to  engage  not  to  accept  employment 
of  any  kind  in  the  South  or  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

Edward  Payne  was  arrested  near  Lebanon  Junction,  Ky.,  by  military 
authority  about  October  1, 1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  At  the 
time  of  his  arrest  he  was  armed  with  a  revolver,  rifle  witli  sword  bayo- 
net, cartridge-box,  bayonet  scabbard,  and  in  every  way  equipped  for 
service.  He  confessed  that  he  was  on  his  way  South  to  join  the  Con- 
federate Army.  He  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
October  14, 1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulating  that 
he  would  not  visit  any  of  tlie  insurgent  States  or  hold  correspondence 
with  any  persons  residing  in  them. 

Benjamin  P.  Loyall,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy  and  attached  to  the 
TJ.  S.  ship  Constellation,  was  arrested  on  arrival  of  said  ship  at  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  from  the  coast  of  Africa  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  refusing  to  take  tlie  oath  of  allegiancie  to  the  United  States 
Government.  He  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  October  2,  1861, 
and  transferred  to  Fort  W^arreu  October  30.  There  are  no  ])apers  on 
file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  how  his  case  was  disposed  of 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

*  In  a  letter  of  Secretary  Seward  this  name  appears  as  Cunnebaugh. 
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These  men  [SamTiel  J.  Sharp  and  son]  were  arrested  at  Williamsport 
M-hen  crossing  the  lines  of  tlie  U.  S.  Army  from  the  South  and  sent  to 
General  Dix  at  Baltimore  October  4,  1861.  They  were  charged  with 
having  visited  the  insurrectionary  States  on  commercial  business  in 
violation  of  the  President's  proclamation.  They  claimed  to  be  British 
subjects  and  were  released  about  October  7, 18C1,  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  [David  E.  Mister]  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Hon.  J.  W. 
Orisfleld,  October  4, 18G1,  witli  inclosures  of  petition  and  letter  of  citi- 
zens of  Accomack  County,  Va.,  asking  the  release  of  Mister.  The  peti- 
tion states  that  Mister  was  arrested  in  Chesconnessex  Creek,  Va.,  on  board 
of  his  vessel,  the  Indiana,  and  was  charged  with  having  been  engaged 
in  conveying  powder,  balls,  &c.,  contraband  articles,  to  the  rebels  in 
Virginia,  and  was  taken  to  and  confined  at  Fortress  Monroe.  A  letter 
also  inclosed  with  the  petition  by  Hon.  J.  W.  Crisfleld  from  E.  E.  Snead, 
of  Onancock,  Va.,  stated  that  Mister  was  confined  at  the  Eip  Raps. 
October  9, 18G1,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
directing  Major-General  Wool  to  release  ]\lister  on  his  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  stipulating  not  to  enter  the  insurrectionary  States  or 
do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  Government.  Major-General 
Wool  replied  by  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  October  12, 1801, 
that  this  person  was  not  and  had  not  been  at  Fort  Monroe  or  the  Eip 
Eaps.  Xo  information  has  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
relative  to  the  place  of  confinement  of  said  Mister  other  than  above 
mentioned. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  in  regard 
to  this  person  [J.  A.  Koenig]  is  contaiTied  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  dated  October  4,  1861,  from  U.  S.  Deputy  Marshal  A.  G. 
Stevens,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  which  Koenig  is  charged  with  purchasing 
arms  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  October  7, 1861,  directing  Deputy  Marshal  Stevens  to 
arrest  and  convey  Koenig  to  Fort  Lafayette.  There  is  no  evidence  on 
file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  that  the  arrest  was  made. 

Dr.  Alexander  C.  Eobinson,  of  Baltimore,  was  one  of  the  highly 
respectable  gentlemen  of  that  city  who  gave  consideration  and  power  to 
the  rebel  cause  by  his  open  sympathy  and  support.  During  the  period 
of  agitation  between  the  arrest  of  a  portion  of  the  Maryland  legisla- 
ture and  the  election  following  a  military  order  was  issued  as  a  measure 
of  precaution  for  the  arrest  of  Doctor  Eobinson,  but  he  was  advised  of 
it  and  eluded  arrest,  fleeing  as  was  alleged  to  Virginia.  No  papers  in 
the  Department  of  State  show  at  what  time  the  order  for  Doctor  Eob- 
insou's  arrest  was  issued  nor  when  if  ever  or  on  what  conditions  it  was 
revoked.  The  correspondence  in  relation  to  him  begins  on  the  4th  and 
closes  on  the  2Cth  of  October',  1801.  It  is  almost  wholly  between  par- 
ties outside  of  the  Department  of  State,  and  it  does  not  ai)pear  that 
any  order  was  made  in  this  Department  in  relation  to  the  case.  There 
is  on  file  an  engagement  on  his  word  of  honor  to  submit  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  not  in  any 
way  to  assist  those  in  arms  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  said  Itobinson. 
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The  first  inform atioii  received  at  tlie  Department  of  State  concerning 
this  man  [Jolin  S.  Travis]  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  L.  C.  Baker, 
Government  agent,  and  dated  October  10,  1861,  in  which  he  says : 

On  the  r>th  instant  Tve  arrested  one  John  S.  Travis,  a  resident  of  Great  Mills  Post- 
OiHce,  and  brought  him  a  prisoner  to  this  city  (Washington).  Travis  is  charged 
■with  carrying  the  contraband  mails  to  and  from  the  Great  Mills  Post-Office  into 
Virginia.  This  morning  I  received  a  telegram  from  General  Dix  at  Fort  McHenry 
stating  that  the  provost-marshal  of  Baltimore  -would  furnish  me  with  an  abundance 
of  proof  against  Travis. 

ISTo  order  has  been  issued  or  action  taken  by  the  Department  of  State 
in  regard  to  the  case  of  Travis,  he  having  been  released  after  remain- 
ing in  Washington  a  few  days  on  his  parole. 

Eobert  Eenwick,  of  Baltimore,  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Dix 
October  C,  1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor, 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  There 
are  no  papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what 
charge  he  was  arrested.  November  11, 1861,  from  information  received 
from  a  prisoner  discharged  from  Fort  Warren  the  stables  on  lienwick's 
premises  were  searched  and  concealed  arms  found.  At  the  request  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  February  6, 18C2,  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  February  0, 1862,  directing  Colonel  Dimick, 
commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Eenwick  on  a  parole  of  thirty 
days.    He  was  accordingly  paroled. 

Miss  EUie  M.  Poole  was  arrested  October  7, 1861,  in  Wheeling  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  but  escaped  from  custody.  She  was 
again  arrested  November  7  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  after  being  sent  to 
Washington  was  committed  to  the  Greeuhow  Prison.  There  was 
abundant  evidence  showing  that  Miss  Poole  was  a  shrewd  and  danger- 
ous spy,  having  made  several  trips  to  Eichmond  since  the  breaking  out 
of  the  rebellion.  She  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
January  16, 1862,  on  giving  her  parole  of  honor  to  keep  herself  from  all 
connection  with  the  existing  troubles  and  not  to  communicate  any 
information  which  would  be  of  assistance  to  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  or  in  any  way  to  assist  in  any  resistance  to  the  authority  or 
forces  of  the  United  States.  Miss  Poole  after  giving  her  parole  was 
taken  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  permitted  to  pass  thence  to  the  city  of 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Alfred  Da  Costa,  late  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  was  arrested  by  an  agent 
of  Government  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  October  7,  1861,  and  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  The 
charges  against  Da  Costa  were  as  follows,  as  contained  ir  h  telegram  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  received  from  William  H.  Barse,  a  Government 
agent,  viz  : 

U.  S.  attorney  and  myself  are  perfectly  satisfied  from  Da  Costa's  manner,  conver- 
sation and  circumstances  connected  -with  his  account  of  himself  that  he  is  a  rank 
secessionist  and  spy  and  was  intending  to  sail  from  Quebec. 

Seth  C.  Hawley,  esq,,  of  New  York,  having  been  requested  to  exam- 
ine and  report  the  facts  connected  with  the  arrest  of  and  charges  against 
Da  Costa,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State  under  date  of  December 
16, 1861,  from  which  the  following  extract  is  made: 

But  ho  (Da  Costa)  to  me  declined  to  take  the  oath  ro(|uirod,  from  -whicli  it  is 
fairly  to  bo  inferred  tliat  he  is  not  loyal  in  his  opinions  or  designs  and  therefore  I 
cannot  roconmieud  his  releast;. 
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February  5,  186L',  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
for  the  release  of  the  said  A.  Da  Costa  on  his  takiuff  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, &c.,  -which  he  declined  to  do.  The  said  Alfred  ])a  Costa 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (February  21, 1862, 
ordered  released.    February  22,  1802,  released.) 

William  F.  Capehart,  John  Murphy,  Perry  White,  Isaac  Swindle, 
Carthwright  Thompson,  James  B.  Iloggard,  Stephen  lienuett,  Charles 
Williams  and  Thomas  Kelley. — Information  having  been  received  at  the 
Department  of  State  that  there  were  at  Fort  Lafayette  certain  sailors 
held  as  prisoners  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
dated  October  8, 18G1,  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  cause  to  be 
discharged  from  custody  all  sailois  not  privateers  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  above-named  Capehart,  Murphy,  White,  Swindle, 
Thomx>son,  Hoggard,  Bennett,  Williams  and  Kelley  were  accordingly 
discharged  from  Fort  Lafayette  October  9,  1861. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  that 
there  were  at  Fort  Lafayette  certain  sailors  confined  as  prisoners, 
among  them  one  George  Parker,  an  order  Avas  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  October  8, 1861,  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray 
to  cause  to  be  discharged  all  sailors  not  privateers  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  The  said  Parker  being  a  foreigner  was  released  from 
Fort  Lafayette  October  9, 1861,  unconditionally. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  that 
there  were  at  Fort  Lafayette  certain  sailors  confined  as  prisoners, 
among  them  one  John  Johnson,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  instructing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  cause  all  sailors 
not  privateers  to  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The 
said  Johnson  being  a  foreigner  was  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  Octo- 
ber 9, 1861,  unconditionally. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  that 
there  were  at  Fort  Lafayette  certain  sailors  held  as  prisoners,  among 
them  one  Edward  Heinrichs,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
October  8, 1861,  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  cause  all  sailors 
not  privateers  to  be  discharged  from  custody  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  The  said  Heinrichs  being  a  foreigner  was  released  from 
Fort  Lafayette  October  9,  1861,  unconditionally. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  State  Department  that  there 
were  at  Fort  Lafayette  a  number  of  sailors  held  as  prisoners,  among 
them  one  Erick  Brundeen,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
October  8, 1861,  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  cause  all  sailors 
not  privateers  to  be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The 
said  Brundeen  being  a  foreigner  was  released  from  Fort  Lafayette 
October  9,  1861,  unconditionally. 

Information  having  been  received  at  the  State  Department  that  a 
number  of  sailors  were  held  in  Fort  Lafayette  as  prisoners,  among  them 
one  William  Brown,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Department  dated 
October  8,  1861,  directing  U.  S.  ^Marshal  Murray  to  cause  to  be  released 
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all  sailors  not  privateers  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  said 
Brown  being  a  foreigner  was  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  October  9, 
1861,  unconditionally. 

W.  B.  Forwood  [was]  arrested  by  Superintendent  Kennedy  on  his 
arrival  in  IJsew  Yorlv  on  the  City  of  Washington  October  9,  lS(il.  Was 
discharged  after  an  examination  by  the  superintendent,  nothing  being 
found  against  him. 

This  man  [Benjamin  J.  Cross]  was  arrested  on  the  10th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1861,  at  or  near  his  residence  at  Seneca,  Md.,  by  the  Thirty-fourth 
Kegiment  New  York  Volunteers  and  forwarded  by  General  Stone  to 
the  provost-marshal  at  Washington.  Cross  was  charged  with  having 
betrayed  Dr.  Oausten,  a  member  of  a  military  company  called  the 
President's  Mounted  Guard  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
rebels  in  May  last,  Causten  being  his  brother-in-law  and  then  at  his 
house  at  Seneca.  From  a  report  of  E.  J.  Allen*  forwarded  by  General 
Porter,  provost-marshal,  it  appears  on  tlie  testimony  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Owen  of  the  Kentucky  [Pennsylvania]  cavalry,  that  on  the 
day  that  Causten  was  captured  in  May,  18G1 ,  Cross  went  over  the  river 
into  Virginia  and  soon  after  the  Virginia  troops  came  over,  i)roceeded 
directly  to  Cross'  house  and  took  Causten  captive  and  carried  him  to 
Virginia,  and  that  Cross  did  not  return  to  his  residence  till  about  the 
time  he  was  arrested.  Said  report  also  shows  on  the  authority  of 
Union  refugees  from  the  vicinity  of  Dranesville,  A^a.,  opposite  Edwards 
Ferry,  that  Cross  has  always  had  the  credit  bi  that  neighborhood  of 
having  betrayed  his  brother-in-law  (Causten)  into  the  liands  of  the 
rebels  and  that  he  has  always  been  a  great  crony  of  the  Virginia  rebels 
till  they  became  vei-y  urgent  that  he  should  go  into  military  service 
when  he  returned  to  liis  home  and  Avas  arrested.  It  is  also  alleged  on 
the  authority  of  parties  from  the  vicinity  of  Seneca  that  at  tlie  time 
of  the  capture  of  Causten  an  ill-feeling  existed  against  him  on  the  part 
of  Cross  growing  ont  of  family  affairs  which  it  was  thought  led  to  the 
treacherous  and  disloyal  conduct  of  the  latter.  The  said  Cross  was 
confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  at  Washington  wheie  he  remained 
February  15, 1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War 
Department  pursuant  to  the  order  of  that  Department  of  the  preceding 
day. 

J.  W.  Packard  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  October  10,  1861,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Be 
was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the  United  States  Government.  Having 
lately  returned  from  Kichmond,  Va.,  he  was  recognized  as  having  been  in 
company  with  one  Sloat  who  it  was  charged  had  changed  his  sewing- 
machine  manufactory  into  a  gun  shoj)  and  liad  been  engaged  in  altering 
and  repairing  muskets  and  other  arms  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  Tlie 
said  Packarcl  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  October 
L'l,  1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulating  that  he  would 
not  visit  any  of  the  insurgent  States  or  hold  any  correspondence  with 
persons  residing  in  them. 

This  person  [A.  E.  Carter]  was  arrested  by  the  military  authorities 
in  Baltimore  October  10, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenrv  and 

*  See  p.  171  et  seq.  for  Allen's  report. 
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from  thence  transferred  successively  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  Fort  War- 
ren. He  was  cliarged  with  carrying  on  an  illicit  correspondence  with 
the  rebel  States  and  with  having  intended  to  go  into  their  service.  An 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  November  25, 1861, 
directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release 
Carter  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment and  engaging  neither  to  enter  or  correspond  with  the  insur- 
rectionary States.  The  said  A.  E.  Carter  was  accordingly  released 
November  28,  1861, 

Mrs.  Medora  A.  Onderdonk  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  at  Chicago  and  transferred  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  October  11,  1861,  to  the  charge  of  General  Porter,  provost- 
marshal,  Washington,  D.  C.  She  was  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the 
employ  of  the  rebels.  An  order. was  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  dated  November  13,  1861,  directing  General  Porter  to  release 
Mrs.  Onderdonk  on  her  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that 
she  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  nor  hold  any 
correspondence  with  any  person  residing  therein.  Also  that  she  will 
do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States.  She  was  accord- 
ingly released  November  14, 1861. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  in  regard 
to  this  person  [E.  Williams]  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  Major-General 
Wool  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  at  Fortress  Monroe  October  12, 
1861,  in  which  General  Wool  states  that  Williams  was  then  a  prisoner 
confined  in  that  fort.  There  has  been  no  evidence  received  at  the 
Department  of  State  showing  what  were  the  charges  upon  which  the 
prisoner  was  arrested  nor  has  any  action  ever  been  taken  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  in  the  case. 

This  person  [John  L.  Troxell]  was  arrested  by  the  military  authori- 
ties in  Washington  October  12,  1861,  and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth 
Street  Prison.  He  was  charged  with  attempting  to  procure  passage  to 
Aquia  Ci-eek,  Va.,  for  twenty- tive  mcTi,  offering  $5  a  head.  An  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  30, 1861,  directing 
General  Porter  to  release  Troxell  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection 
nor  hold  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  nor  do 
any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States.  He  was  accordingly  released 
October  31,  1861. 

James  W.  Offutt  was  arrested  October  ID,  1861,  at  Georgetown,  D.  C, 
by  order  of  Captain  Ammon,  provost-marshal  of  Eockville,  Md.,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  Major-General  Banks.  The  charges  against 
Offutt  were  that  he  had  been  for  some  months  in  the  Confederate  Army ; 
that  he  was  concealed  during  the  day  at  a  ]\Irs.  Claggett's  in  Eockville 
about  the  20th  of  September,  and  at  night  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting 
Georgetown  carrying  letters  aud  papers  with  him,  and  that  he  had 
frequent  meetings  in  the  night  with  known  and  violent  secessionists  in 
Eockville,  and  that  he  was  engaged  in  treasonable  practices.  Applica- 
tion having  been  made  for  the  release  of  Offutt  on  the  representation 
that  his  health  was  fast  giving  way  mentally  and  physically,  and  that 
in  the  opinion  of  Doctor  Stewart  he  would  unless  released  become  vio- 
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leiitly  insane  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  Jan- 
uary 9, 1862,  directing  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost  marshal  of 
Washington,  to  release  Offutt  from  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  upon  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
stipulating  not  to  visit  or  correspond  with  persons  residing  in  the 
insurrectionary  States  and  to  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

Charles  A.  Worthington  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Porter  and 
committed  to  Thirteenth  Street  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C.  He  was 
charged  with  having  been  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  An 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  35, 3861, 
directing  General  Porter  to  release  Worthington  on  his  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any 
correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  tliose  States  nor  do  any  act 
hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  He  was 
accordingly  released  October  16,  1861. 

William  F.  McKewen,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  arrested  in  Baltimore 
October  15, 1861,  by  order  of  the  military  authorities  and  coniined  in 
Fort  McHenry;  from  thence  he  was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette  and 
subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest 
he  was  secretary  to  the  board  of  police  commissioners  of  Baltimore  and 
universally  known  to  be  disloyal  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
in  deep  sympathy  with  the  rebellion.  The  arrest  was  made  as  a  measure 
of  military  precaution  to  guard  against  the  furtherance  of  the  interests 
of  therebelsin  Baltimore  and  theState  of  Maryland.  The  said  William 
F.  McKewen  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 18C2, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.    Keleased  February  22,  1862.) 

Eev.  N.  G.  North,  of  "Virginia,  captured  at  Harper's  Perry  by  Colonel 
Geary's  command  October  16,  1861,  and  by  order  of  General  Banks 
sent  to  Fort  McHenry;  from  there  sent  to  Bedloe's  Island  and  from 
there  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  (Eeleased  Decem- 
ber 23, 1861,  to  be  exchanged.) 

Isaac  G.  Mask,  of  Baltimore,  was  arrested  by  General  Dix  on  the  16th 
of  October,  1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  from  whence  he  was  after- 
ward transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Mask  was  detected  in  treasonable 
correspondence  with  persons  in  Virginia,  giving  information  of  expedi- 
tions in  course  of  preparation  by  the  Government  with  the  avowed 
treasonable  intent  that  such  information  should  be  communicated  to 
the  military  and  other  authorities  of  the  rebels  for  the  benefit  of  their 
cause.  His  guilt  was  clearly  established  and  is  not  denied.  On  the 
10th  of  January,  1862,  Mask  who  is  a  man  in  humble  position  and 
circumstances  was  released  from  custody  on  taking  the  oatli  of  alle 
glance. 

Hamilton  L.  Shields,  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  dated  October  17, 1861,  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Bald- 
win, of  "Vermont,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  from  thence 
transferred  to  Port  Warren.  He  was  charged  with  being  engaged  in 
treasonable  correspondence  with  persons  in  insurrection  against  the 
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Governmeut  of  the  Uuited  States.  An  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  November  2, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick, 
commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Shields  on  his  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  nor  correspond  with 
the  insurrectionary  States.  He  was  accordingly  released  November 
6, 1861. 

James  M.  P.  Nolan,*  an  unnaturalized  Irishman  residing  at  Saint 
Louis,  was  arrested  in  that  city  by  order  of  the  State  Department  on 
the  18th  day  of  October,  1861.  His  offense  was  treasonable  corre- 
spondence. After  his  arrest  Nolan  refused  to  give  any  explanation  of 
[his]  conduct  or  to  give  any  assurance  that  he  would  not  take  up  arms 
against  the  Government  or  that  he  would  remain  neutral  dming  the 
rebellion.  The  British  consul  satisiied  of  his  complicity  with  the  rebel- 
lion refused  to  interpose  officially  in  his  behalf,  but  interceded  for  his 
release  on  the  grounds  of  his  youth  and  inthehopetbathe  [would]  refrain 
from  any  further  criminal  acts.  General  Curtis  also  advised  his  release 
on  the  same  grounds.  On  the  4th  of  December,  1861,  the  provost-mar- 
shal of  Saint  Louis  in  a  written  communication  addressed  to  him  ten- 
dered Nolan  his  release  coupled  with  an  admonitioii  as  to  his  future 
behavior.  Nolan  refused  to  be  set  at  liberty  saying  that  he  would  not 
accept  his  discharge  as  a  favor  but  demanded  it  as  a  right.  On  the 
11th  of  December,  1861,  the  State  Department  instructed  the  provost- 
marshal  of  Saint  Louis  to  retain  the  said  Nolan  in  custody  until  further 
orders.  The  said  Nolan  remained  in  custody  in  the  military  prison  at 
Saint  Louis  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department.  The  name  of  said  Nolan  is  sometimes 
written  Joseph  N.  P.  Nolan.    In  the  prison  list  it  is  James  M.  P.  Nolan. 

George  W.  Gunnell  was  arrested  by  General  Smith  October  19, 1861, 
and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison ;  transferred  afterward 
to  the  Old  Capitol.  There  are  no  charges  on  file  in  the  Department  of 
State  showing  why  this  man  was  arrested.  He  remained  in  custody  in 
the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  Ordered  released  February  21, 1862. 
(Keleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

This  person  [A.  B.  Williams]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Smith 
and  committed  to  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  October  19,  1861;  from 
thence  transferred  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order  of  General  Porter. 
There  are  no  papers  on  iile  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  upon 
what  charges  he  was  arrested.  The  said  A.  B.  Williams  remained  in 
custody  at  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  Ordered  released  Feb- 
ruary 21, 1862.    (Eeleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

Hugh  Adams  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Smith  and  committed 
to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison,  Washington,  D.  C,  October  19, 1861, 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  the  Old  Cai)itol  Prison.  Tliere  are  no 
papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he 

*See  pp.  171, 176  for  coiTespondonco  relating  to  Nolan. 
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was  arrested.  Said  Adams  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Febrnary  15, 18G2,  when  iu  coiiforniity  with  the  order  of  the  War  De- 
partment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. 

William  Peirce  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
October  20,  1801,  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette; 
afterwards  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Peirce  was  charged  with 
having  belonged  to  a  rebel  military  organization  in  New  Orleans  and 
with  being  disloyal  to  the  United  States  Government.  He  was  released 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  November  11, 1801 ,  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  stipulating  that  he  Avould  not  visit  any  of  the  insur- 
gent States  or  hold  any  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  them 
without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

This  person  [Patrick  McGafferty]  was  picked  up  by  the  U.  S.  steamer 
Island  Belle  while  iu  the  act  of  crossing  from  the  Maryland  shore 
toward  Mathias  Point  October  20, 1861,  and  was  committed  to  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison  January  3, 1802.  He  was  discharged  January  17,  1862, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  his  taking  the  usual  oath  of 
allegiance. 

Thomas  B.  Giles  was  arrested  October  21, 1861,  at  Laurel,  Del.,  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  confined  in  Port  McHenry  and 
from  there  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  Giles  was 
charged  with  disloyalty  and  with  three  others  taking  and  concealing  a 
Government  balloon,  thereby  thwarting  the  designs  of  the  Government 
and  its  oificers.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
dated  November  3, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  conunandingatFort 
Warren,  to  release  Giles  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was 
released  November  4, 1801. 

This  man  [Joseph  Bacon]  was  arrested  October  21, 1861,  at  Laur-il, 
Del.,  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  confined  iu  Fort 
McHenry  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 
He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  with  assisting  three  others  in  tak- 
ing and  concealing  a  Government  balloon,  thereby  thwarting  the  design 
of  the  Government  and  its  officers.  An  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  November  3, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick 
commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Bacon  on  his  taking  tlie  oath 
of  allegiance,  &c.    He  was  released  November  4, 1861. 

John  S.  Bacon,  of  Laurel,  Del.,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  the  21st  of  October,  1861,  by  Major  Andrews,  of  the  Second 
Eegiment  Delaware  Volunteers,  charged  with  conspiring  to  secrete  a 
balloon  belonging  to  the  Government  with  treasonable  purpose  and  was 
confined  at  Fort  McHenry.  On  the  29th  day  of  October,  1801,  tlic  said 
Bacon  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

B.  L.  Hayden  was  arrested  October  22, 1861,  by  a  Government  agent 
at  his  home  in  Saint  Mary's  County,  Md.,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Hayden  was  charged  with  dis- 
loyalty to  the  United  States  Government  and  strong  sym])athy  with 
the  rebel  cause.    He  belonged  to  an  organization  known  as  the  Lower 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PEESONS.  313 

Marylaud  Vigilance  Gommittee  whose  object  was  to  assist  the  insurgents 
and  oppress  the  Uuiou  citizens.  He  was  released  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  January  2,  1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretaiy  of  8tate. 

F.  A.  Drew  was  arrested  at  New  York  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  dated  October  2U,  1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was 
diarged  Avith  having  been  in  the  service  of  the  rebels  as  master  of  a 
Acssel.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
October  23, 1861,  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  to  cause 
Drew  to  be  released  ou  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was 
accordingly  released  October  23,  1861. 

Ai)plication  haA'ing  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  citizens 
of  ParkersburgjVa.,  for  the  release  of  this  person  [VVigal  Young]  who 
was  rejtresented  to  have  been  arrested  by  General  liosecraiis  and  sent 
to  Camp  Chase  in  Ohio  for  confinement,  the  Secretary  of  State  by  letter 
dated  October  25, 1861,  requested  General  Eosecrans  to  furnish  the 
proofs  on  which  Young  was  arrested.  General  Kosecraus  replied  Octo- 
ber 31, 1861,  that  an  order  had  been  issued  October  26, 1861,  by  tlie pro- 
vost-marshal of  Western  Virginia  directing  the  return  of  Young  to  be 
delivered  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  Virginia,  and  released  ou  such  terms 
as  Judge  Jackson  should  i)rescribe. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  i)ersou  [John  D.  Sudeudorf]  is  contained  in  a  report  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Dix  dated  October  25, 1861,  stating  that  he  had  sent  Sudendorf  with 
others  to  Fort  Columbus ;  that  he  was  a  citizen  or  supposed  to  be  so  but 
acting  iu  the  capacity  of  a  spy  in  conveying  information  to  the  rebels. 
The  said  John  D.  Sudendorf  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  where 
he  was  conveyed  November  1, 1861,  on  the  15th  of  February,  1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Dei)artment  of  the  i)receding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Turned 
over  to  civil  authorities  to  be  treated  for  insanity  March  17, 1862.) 

Apjdication  having  been  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  citizens 
of  Parkersbiirg,  Va.,  for  the  release  of  this  person  [Mr.  KizerJ  who  was 
represented  to  have  been  arrested  by  order  of  General  Kosecraus  and 
sent  to  Gamp  Chase,  Ohio,  for  confinement,  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
letter  dated  October  25, 1861,  requested  General  Eosecrans  to  furnish 
the  proofs  on  which  Kizer  was  arrested.  General  Eosecrans  replied 
October  31, 1861,  that  an  order  had  been  issued  October  26, 1861,  by  the 
provost-marshal  of  Western  Virginia  directing  that  Kizer  be  delivered 
to  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  Virginia,  to  be  released  on  such  terms  as  Judge 
Jackson  should  prescribe. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  [Brazillian  Morley]  is  contained  in  a  telegram  from  Eobert 
Jlurray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal  of  New  York,  dated  October  28, 1861,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  stating  that  Commodore  Paulding  had  arrested 
and  placed  in  his  custody  the  said  Morley,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and 
that  he  (the  U.  S.  marshal)  had  committed  him  to  Fort  Ijafayette.  The 
action  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Information  having  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  consul  at  Liver- 
pool that  this  person  [Jeremiah  MciAulitt]  was  about  to  sail  for  the 
Uuited  States  with  rebel  dispatches  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  State  October  28,  1861,  directing  John  A.  Kennedy,  super- 
intendent of  police  in  New  York,  to  arrest  McAuliff  on  his  arrival  and 
examine  his  papers.  He  was  accordingly  arrested  November  10, 1861, 
but  nothing  found  upon  him.  In  answer  to  the  request  of  Mr.  Kennedy 
for  instructions  what  to  do  with  McAulift'  the  Secretary  of  State 
directed  November  14, 1861,  the-  former  to  adopt  such  proceedings  in 
the  matter  as  in  his  judgment  was  proper,  and  if  released  to  compel 
McAuliff  to  stipulate  on  oath  not  to  enter  or  correspond  with  any  of 
the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

This  man  [Withers  Smith]  was  arrested  in  Fairfax  County,  Va., 
where  he  resides,  on  the  28th  of  October,  1861,  and  taken  to  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Smith  and  soon  after  brought  to  Washington  and 
confined  in  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison.  He  was  charged  with  aiding 
the  rebels.  A  report  of  E.  J.  Allen  transmitted  by  the  provost-mar- 
shal. General  Porter,  sets  forth  on  the  testimony  of  Isaac  Tyson,  Charles 
E.  Johnson  and  William  Walters  that  Smith  was  a  member  or  agent  of 
the  rebel  vigilance  committee  of  Fairfax  County  and  appointed  to  go 
around  the  county  and  learn  who  were  Union  men  and  who  were 
secessionists  and  report  their  names  to  the  committee;  that  on  one 
occasion  Smith  said  that  every  man  who  did  not  take  up  arms  in  favor 
of  the  Southern  cause  was  a  traitor  to  the  South.  On  another  occasion 
Johnson  said  to  Smith  that  he  should  never  take  up  arms  against  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  to  which  Smith  answered  that  he  had  better  not 
talk  in  that  way  as  they  had  a  vigilance  committee  into  whose  hands 
he  would  be  given.  Also  that  Smith  went  around  serving  notices  on 
the  members  of  the  State  militia  in  Fairfax  County;  that  such  a 
notice  was  served  on  a  young  man  named  Albert  Peacock,  and  that 
Peacock  left  Virginia  for  Georgetown  that  same  night;  that  the  tenor 
of  those  notices  was  that  the  person  upon  whom  one  was  served  must 
be  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  to  be  drilled  for  tlie  purpose  of  repelling 
the  invasion  of  the  State  by  Northern  troops.  Also  that  Smith  has 
been  from  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  an  active  rebel,  and  that 
when  the  draft  was  made  out  for  the  militia  of  Virginia  said  Smith 
went  round  and  served  the  notice  on  diflPerent  persons,  and  that  one  of 
the  witnesses  had  seen  such  notices  with  Withers  Smith's  name  signed 
thereto.  That  on  another  occasion  Smith  told  said  Johnson  that  the 
Palmetto  flag  would  be  flying  over  the  Capitol  in  two  weeks  from  that 
time;  and  when  said  Johnson  responded  that  if  so  it  would  be  without 
his  aid  Smith  replied  that  he  would  report  him  to  tlie  vigilance  commit- 
tee the  next  day  at  Fairfax  Court- House,  and  that  if  he  did  not  take  up 
arms  against  the  Government  he  should  leave  the  State  of  Virginia, 
for  he  was  appointed  by  the  vigilance  committee  to  report  the  name  of 
every  Union  man  to  them;  and  also  that  said  Smith  did  report  him 
to  said  vigilance  committee  and  said  committee  thereupon  had  Johnson 
before  them  and  threatened  him  and  forbid  him  from  going  to  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Said  Smith  was  transferred  from  the  Thirteenth 
I  Street  Prison  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  where  he  continued  in  custody 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

The  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  concerning  this  man 
[Edward  McMurdy]  do  not  show  where  or  at  what  time  he  was  arrested. 
He  was  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  rebel  service  and  committed 
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to  the  Old  Capitol  rrison.  The  papers  are  for  the  most  part  letters 
from  distinguished  men  for  his  release,  testifying  to  the  loyalty,  &c., 
of  McMurdy,  his  family  and  friends.  Also  a  report  dated  Provost- 
Marshal's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  October  30,  1861,  signed  Vj.  J. 
Allen,  stating  that  McMurdy  has  been  released  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

This  person  [Thomas  White]  was  arrested  as  appears  by  a  letter  from 
his  brother-in-law,  E.  W.  White,  forwarded  to  procure  his  release  on 
parole,  on  the  steamer  Platte  Valley  in  November,  1861,  The  said 
letter  represents  that  he  was  confined  in  military  prison  at  Saint  Louis. 
There  is  no  other  or  further  information  about  the  man  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  wherefore  it  is  inferred  that  he  was  held  by  the  military 
authorities  either  as  a  prisoner  of  war  or  for  some  military  offense. 

Edward  B.  Cuthbert,  of  Beaufort,  S.  C,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Port 
Eoyal  or  Ladies  Island  near  Port  Eoyal,  in  November,  1861,  and  sent 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  Department  of  State  has  not  received  any 
information  from  the  military  authorities  in  regard  to  this  prisoner 
placing  him  in  any  different  light  from  that  occupied  by  others  captured 
by  them.  A  statement  made  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner  by  his  wife  shows 
that  he  escaped  to  Charleston  after  the  bombardment  of  Port  Royal 
and  returned  voluntarily  on  his  own  business  as  she  alleges  when  he 
was  taken.  It  does  not  appear  whether  or  not  he  entered  within  the 
lines  of  the  Government  forces  before  he  was  captured.  His  wife  says 
he  was  unarmed,  though  it  would  seem  from  her  statement  that  he 
made  resistance  as  she  says  he  was  "  overpowered."  No  allegation  of 
criminality  as  a  spy  has  been  made  against  him  nor  is  it  known  that 
he  is  in  any  other  way  culpable  than  as  a  rebel  in  common  with  all  the 
residents  of  Beaufort  and  vicinity.  The  said  Cuthbert  remained  in 
custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

W,  Oswald  Dundas*  was  arrested  November  1, 1861,  on  complaint  of 
Major  De  Zeng,  of  the  First  Long  Island  Volunteers,  and  confined  in 
the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  November  7, 1861.  Duudas  was  in  the  habit 
of  leaving  his  home  near  Bladensburg,  Md.,  early  in  the  evening  on 
horseback  and  returning  late  at  night.  When  arrested  he  claimed  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  means  who  had  a  right  to  go  where  he  chose;  that 
lie  was  not  in  favor  of  the  United  States  Government  for  it  oppressed 
his  countrymen  and  admitted  that  he  was  a  secessionist.  Dundas 
refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government  but 
would  cheerfully  swear  to  support  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
Constitution  and  was  proud  to  be  called  a  rebel  under  the  present 
existing  circumstances.  He  remained  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  Febriiary  15, 1862,  when  in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  War 
Dei)artment  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

H.  D.  Helm  was  arrested  about  November  1,  1861,  by  Deputy  TJ.  S. 
Marshal  W.  B.  Smith  at  Newport,  Ky.,  by  order  of  General  Mitchel. 

*  See  p.  208  for  E.  J.  Allen's  report  on  this  case. 
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Helm  is  a  brother  of  Charles  Helm,  former  consul  at  Havana,  now  a 
rebel  agent  abroad  and  has  also  another  brother  in  the  rebel  army. 
He  was  charged  with  having  expressed  the  strongest  secession  sen- 
timents and  of  expressing  the  wish  and  hope  in  the  most  ijublic  manner 
that  tlie  Union  troops  on  tlieir  way  to  the  interior  of  Kentucky  would 
never  return  alive.  About  November  25, 1861,  he  was  taken  to  Louis- 
ville on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  sued  out  before  Judge  Ballaxd  of  that 
city  and  served  by  Marshal  Sneed.  The  Dci)artment  of  State  has  no 
evidence  showing  how  this  case  was  disposed  of  by  the  said  authorities. 

Robert  Maddox  was  arrested  about  the  1st  of  November,  1861,  by  Dep- 
uty U.  S.  Marshal  W.  B.  Smith  by  order  of  General  Mitchel.  Maddox 
was  charged  with  having  uttered  in  the  boldest  and  most  public  manner 
disloyal  sentiments  and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Union  troops 
then  about  moving  into  the  interior  of  Kentucky  would  never  return 
alive.  About  November  25, 1861,  he  was  taken  to  Louisville  on  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  sued  out  before  .Jud;':^e  Ballard,  of  that  city,  and  served 
by  Marshal  Sneed.  The  Department  of  State  has  no  evidence  as  to 
how  this  case  was  disposed  of  by  the  said  authorities. 

This  person  [Peter  ReillyJ  was  captured  on  the  schooner  Colonel 
Long,  which  vessel  was  taken  near  Charleston,  S.  C,  when  attemirting 
to  run  the  blockade.  He  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  thence  to 
Fort  "Warren.  Having  made  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
be  released  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
November  2, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  War- 
ren, to  discharge  lieilly  upon  his  engaging  on  oath  not  to  visit  or  hold 
any  intercourse  with  the  insurrectionary  States  during  the  rebellion. 
Be  was  accordingly  released  November  6,  1861. 

This  person  [Samuel  F.  Anderson]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Hancock  and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  l^rison  November  2. 
1861,  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order  of 
(General  Porter.  There  are  no  papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of 
State  showing  on  what  charge  he  was  arrested.  Said  Anderson 
remained  iu  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Departmentof  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  tha.t  Department. 

This  person  [Aug.  P.  Sellers]  was  arrested  in  Calvert  County,  Md., 
by  the  military  authorities  on  the  day  of  the  State  election  November 
6,  1861,  and  sent  to  General  Dix  in  Baltimore.    He  was  charged  with 


having  formed  with  others  a  plan  to  take  the  polls  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion and  prevent  Union  men  from  voting.  Major-General  Dix  having 
examined  the  case  and  charges  released  Mr.  Sollers  oti  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

51.  J.  Koldenback,  of  Maryland,  was  arrested  November  6, 1861  at 
Nottingham,  Prince  George's  County,  Md.,on  the  day  of  election  in  that 
State  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and 
having  been  taken  to  Washington  was  placed  in  the  Thirteenth  Street 
Prison  and  afterward  transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol.  Koldenback  was 
charged  with  having  used  treasonable  language  and  having  hurrahed 
for  Jeff.  Davis  and  d — d  old  Lincoln.  Application  having  been  made 
for  Koldenback's  discharge  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  December  28, 1861,  directing  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost- 
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marshal  of  WasMngton,  to  release  liim  upon  lii.s  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Koldeuback  was 
accordingly  released. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Boyd  Kennedy  was  arrested  in  Philadelphia  November  7, 
18(il,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  recjuest  of  U.  S.  Marshal 
Millward,  who  stated  that  she  was  ou  her  way  to  join  her  husband, 
Captain  Kennedy,  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army  in  Virginia.  She  was 
suspected  of  having  in  her  possession  letters  and  corresijondence  to  be 
carried  to  the  insurrectionary  States  and  charged  with  intending  to 
proceed  to  Virginia  in  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed 
by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States.  She  remained  under 
surveillance  in  Philadelphia  till  November  27,  ISGl,  when  she  Avas 
released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  stipulating  under  oath 
not  to  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State  nor 
hold  any  treasonable  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States. 

This  person  [W.  K.  N.  Breckinridge]  was  arrested  November  9, 1861, 
and  confined  in  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  by  the  order  of  Major- 
General  McClellan.  lie  was  seen  on  the  8th  of  November  with  Gen- 
eral McClellau's  staff  by  Dr.  G.  A.  Henry,  formerly  deputy  marshal  of 
Nebraska  Territory,  who  remembered  him  as  an  orderly  sergeant  of 
Company  C,  Second  U.  S.  Dragoons.  Breckinridge  was  at  that  time  a 
bitter  secessionist;  claimed  to  be  a  cousin  of  Vice-President  Breckin- 
ridge and  stated  that  he  had  a  commission  from  the  State  of  Tennessee 
in  the  rebel  army.  He  was  released  by  order  of  General  Porter  Novem- 
ber 13, 18G1. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  concerning 
this  man  [Christopher  L.  Keersted]  was  contained  in  a  letter  and  inclos- 
ures  from  Marshal  Eobert  Murray  dated  New  York  November  9,  18G1, 
showing  that  he  was  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  dissuading  various 
persons  from  enlisting  in  the  .service  of  the  United  States.  That  after 
an  examination  of  his  case  he  had  released  Keersted  on  his  parole  and 
res])ecttully  requested  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
action  of  the  marshal  in  the  premises  was  approved. 

Thomas  Mortimer  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Dix  at  Baltimore, 
November  9,  18(Jl,  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry  and  from  thence 
transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty.  Gen- 
eral Dix  tendered  him  his  release  on  the  day  following  his  arrest  ou  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  which  he  declined.  An  ordt-r  was  issued 
from  the  Department  of  State  dated  January  18, 1802,  directing  Col. 
Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Mortimer  u])on 
his  engagement  on  oath  to  report  himself  within  two  days  from  the 
date  of  his  release  to  General  Dix  at  Baltimore,  and  that  meantime 
he  will  not  hold  any  treasonable  correspondence  nor  be  engaged  in  any 
nor  hold  any  communication  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nor  do  any  other  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States.  He  was 
accordingly  released  January  22, 1862. 

The  first  information  received  by  the  Department  of  State  coucern- 
Ine  this  man  fJacob  Mendelsohn]  was  contained  in  a  letter  and  inclos- 
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ures  from  Marshal  Kobert  Murray  dated  New  York  November  9, 1861, 
showing  that  he  was  arrested  ujion  a  charge  of  dissuading  various 
persons  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  that  after 
an  examination  of  his  case  he  had  released  Mendelsohn  on  his  parole 
and  respectfully  requested  the  approval  of  this  Department.  The 
action  of  the  marshal  in  the  premises  was  approved. 

The  Department  of  State  acquired  its  first  knowledge  of  this  indi- 
vidual (Gec^ge  Shannon]  from  the  British  minister  who  called  to  repre- 
sent th?t  be  bac"  beer  applied  to  in  his  behalf  as  a  British  subject  said 
to  be  confined  ?t  Camp  Chase  The  governor  of  Ohio  was  written  to 
on  the  11th  of  November,  1861,  for  information  in  regard  to  the  case, 
and  whether  in  his  opinion  the  prisoner  was  a  person  of  sufficie'nt  char- 
acter and  influence  to  make  his  further  detention  necessary.  On  the 
5th  of  December,  1861,  a  reply  was  received  from  Governor  Dennison 
dated  December  2  which  gave  no  information  of  the  time,  cause  or 
other  circumstances  of  the  arrest  but  stated  the  governor's  opinion 
that  the  prisoner  was  not  a  person  of  sufflcient  character  and  influence 
to  make  his  further  detention  necessary.  Shannon  was  of  Irish  birth 
and  said  he  had  not  been  naturalized.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1861, 
he  was  ordered  to  be  released. 

The  Department  of  State  acquired  its  first  knowledge  of  this  indi- 
vidual [Michael  Reilly]  from  the  British  minister  who  called  to  repre- 
sent that  he  had  been  applied  to  in  his  behalf  as  a  British  subject  said 
to  be  confined  at  Camp  Chase.  The  governor  of  Ohio  was  written  to 
on  the  11th  of  November,  1861,  for  information  in  regard  to  the  case, 
and  whether  in  his  opinion  the  prisoner  was  a  person  of  suflicient  char- 
acter and  influence  to  make  his  further  detention  necessary.  On  the 
5th  of  December,  1861,  a  reply  was  received  from  Governor  DenuisoTi 
dated  December  2,  which  gave  no  information  of  the  time,  cause  or 
other  circumstances  of  the  arrest  but  stated  the  governor's  opinion 
that  the  prisoner  was  not  a  person  of  sufficient  character  and  influence 
to  make  his  further  detention  necessary.  Eeilly  was  of  Irish  birth  and 
said  he  had  not  been  naturalized.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1861,  he 
was  ordered  to  be  released. 

John  Renwick  was  arrested  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  by  L.  C.  Baker,  a 
Government  agent,  November  11,  1861.  Kenwick  at  the  time  of  his 
arrest  was  found  on  the  premises  of  his  father,  Robert  Renwick,  then 
a  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  where  said  Baker  was  searching  for  con- 
cealed arms  which  he  found  in  the  stable  stalls  of  said  premises.  Said 
John  Renwick  was  released  on  his  parole  November  11,  1861. 

This  person  [John  McDaniel]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Han- 
cock and  committed  to  the  Thirteenth  Street  Prison  November  11  1861 
and  from  thence  transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Porter.  There  are  no  i)apers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State 
showing  on  what  charge  he  was  arrested.  Said  McDaniel  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  tliat  Department.  (Ordered  released  Feb- 
ruary 21, 1862.    Refused  parole  February  22,  1862.) 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  [Robert  L.  Jordan]  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Lord 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  319 

Lyons  stating  that  Jordan  was  held  in  confinement  at  Clarksburg,  Va., 
and  claimed  to  be  a  British  subject.  November  11, 1861,  the  Secretary 
of  State  addressed  a  letter  to  General  McClellan  asking  a  report  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  arrest  of  Jordan  and 
received  in  reply  a  letter  from  Colonel  Anisansel,  of  the  First  [West) 
Virginia  Cavalry,  who  stated  that  Jordan  was  placed  in  confinement  on 
account  of  a  misunderstanding  between  him  and  Colonel  Runnion, 
the  Government  agent  at  that  post,  and  that  having  inquired  into  the 
facts  he  had  released  him.    (Released  November  19, 1861.) 

J.  W.  Reynolds  and  A.  Ostrander,  quartermaster  and  sutler  of  the 
Seventy-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  were  arrested  at  New  York  by 
U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  by  order  of  General  Porter  November  12, 1861. 
Information  of  the  arrest  having  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  he  by  order  dated  November  13, 1861,  directed  Marshal  Murray 
to  place  them  in  Fort  Lafayette.  They  were  charged  with  stealing 
fourteen  boxes  of  military  clothing  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
No  further  action  in  regard  to  them  was  taken  by  the  Department  of 
State. 

This  individual  [Samuel  V.  Leech],  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
stationed  at  Sandy  Spring,  Montgomery  County,  Md.,  was  arrested  at 
that  place  on  the  12th  of  November,  1861,  by  order  of  General  Banks 
acting  under  instructions  from  the  State  Department,  and  was  next  day 
confined  in  Fort  McHenry.  Leech  had  been  detected  in  clandestine 
correspondence  with  persons  in  Virginia.  An  intercepted  letter  from 
him  dated  August  25  has  these  passages : 

The  administration  agents  are  becoming  so  vigilant  that  I  scarcely  expect  that  this 
will  be  received.  -  *  •  Father  can  hear  from  you  now  only  through  me  owing  to 
his  oath.  •  *  '  I  fear  to  comment  on  political  matters  as  my  letter  might  be  sent 
to  Washington.  I  am  true  in  the  storm.  The  opinion  you  entertain  of  things  is 
mine.  I  wish  we  could  get  to  you  a  supply  of  coffee,  sugar,  &o.,  but  we  cannot  even 
get  to  you  ourselves. 

Major-General  Dix  by  a  dispatch  dated  November  14,  1861,  asking 
authority  to  release  John  Grove  gave  the  first  information  in  regard  to 
this  person  received  at  the  Department  of  State.  In  reply  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  requested  General  Dix  to  exercise  his  own  judgment  rela- 
tive to  the  release  of  Grove.  There  are  no  papers  in  the  Department 
of  State  showing  when,  by  whom  or  upon  what  charges  Grove  was 
arrested  nor  what  disposition  Major-General  Dix  made  of  him. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Major-General  Dix  November  14, 1861, 
asking  authority  to  release  George  Julius  from  Fort  McHenry  was  the 
first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  this 
person.  In  reply  the  Secretary  of  State  requested  General  Dix  to 
exercise  his  own  judgment  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  Julius.  Hav- 
ing refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  he  was  transferred  December 
3,  1861,  to  Fort  Lafayette.  On  the  recommendation  of  General  Dix 
Julius  was  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  February  3,  1862, 
released  on  his  parole  of  honor  to  return  to  the  fort  and  deliver  himself 
again  into  custody  within  thirty  days.  The  said  George  Julius 
remained  on  parole  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 
1862.) 
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The  Department  of  State  has  no  record,  memoranda  or  information 
in  relation  to  this  person  [Charles  Keeue].  His  name  is  not  in  the  list 
of  political  prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Warren  and  it  is  therefore 
inferred  that  he  is  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  [Fort  Warren  prison  rec- 
ords show  that  Charles  Keeiie  was  arrested  I^ovemher  14,  1861.  His 
residence  JS^ew  York.  He  was  released  August  4,  1862,  and  sent  to 
insane  asylum.] 

This  person  [Maurice  Mayer],  a  resident  of  New  York  City,  was 
arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  November  19,  1861,  and 
committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  Avas  charged  with  disloyalty  and  trea- 
sonable correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. Among  the  evidences  of  his  guilty  practices  is  an  intercepted 
letter  written  by  Mayer  to  his  friends  in  Natchez  in  which  he  states  that 
he  is  neutral  before  the  friends  of  the  Union  but  when  in  company  with 
those  whom  he  can  trust  he  does  what  he  can  to  strengthen  the  hands 
of  the  Confederates.  He  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  November  22, 1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  Government  and  stipulating  not  to  visit  or  correspond  with  per- 
sons residing  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  do  no  act  hostile  to  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  from  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated 
Fort  Monroe  November  19,  1861,  from  Major-General  Wool  that  this 
person  [C.  K.  Gallagher]  was  arrested  by  General  Butler  at  Hatteras 
Inlet.  General  Wool  says:  "  I  know  nothing  of  him  (Gallagher)  except 
that  he  was  sent  to  me  as  a  prisoner  representing  him  as  a  man  of  tal- 
ents and  of  great  influence  in  North  Carolina."  Gallagher  writes  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  from  Fort  Monroe  November  17, 1861,  asking  to 
be  released  on  parole  to  go  South  and  effect  an  exchange  for  himself 
and  states  that  he  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  being  actuated 
in  so  doing  by  motives  of  conscience  and  duty.  No  action  was  taken 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  this  case  further  than  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  of  Major-General  Wool  with  its  inclosure  from 
Gallagher. 

The  first  information  concerning  this  man  [Capt.ArthxirCavanaugh] 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  was  a  letter  dated  November  20, 
1861,  from  Lieut.  (Jol.  L.  W.  Tinelli  saying  Cavanaugh  was  arrested 
for  enticing  some  of  his  men  away  from  liis  camp  and  enlisting  them  in 
another  regiment;  that  he  repents  and  will  return  the  men  and  asking 
that  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  be  ordered  to  release  him.  An  order  by 
telegraph  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  November 
25, 1861,  directing  Marshal  Murray  to  release  Cavanaugh.  He  was 
accordingly  released. 

This  person  [Christopher  Ledwidge,  of  Kentucky,  |  was  arrested  about 
the  2()th  of  November,  1861,  by  the  military  authorities  at  Cairo,  111., 
and  December  20, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  con- 
veyed to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the  United 
States  Government  and  with  being  a  dangerous  man  to  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  the  Union-loving  people  of  Kentucky.  The  said  Christopher 
Ledwidge  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
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preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  ttie  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.    Released  on  parole  February  22, 

1862.)  ^      ' 

E.  M.  Mabie  [was]  arrested  by  Provost-Marshal  Leigliton  November 
20,  1861,  for  passing  to  and  fro  between  the  North  and  the  South 
carrying  correspondence,  &c.  Sentenced  by  the  military  commission 
to  be  confined  during  the  war.  In  confinement  at  military  prison  Saint 
Louis,  March  3, 1862. 

James  .T.  "Waddell,  of  Maryland,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  sent  his  resignation  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy*  from  on  board  the  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams, 
Saint  Helena,  20th  November,  1861.  It  was  not  acce])ted  as  is  under- 
stood but  his  name  was  stricken  from  the  rolls.  Waddell  was  not 
arrested,  but  for  some  reason  probably  because  of  an  application  dated 
February  1, 1862,  for  permission  to  go  South  his  name  and  some  papers 
in  relation  to  him  have  been  included  in  the  flies  of  the  "  treason 
bureau." 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  concern- 
ing this  man  [William  H.  Suydam]  Avas  contained  in  a  letter  from  John 
A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police,  New  York,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 20,  1861,  saying:  "The  officers  of  the  First  Eegim en t  U.  S.  Lancers, 
encamped  in  Kings  County,  called  on  me  today  and  represented  that 
Mr.  W.  H.  Suydam,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  coujity,  has  been 
actively  at  work  in  endeavors  to  disorganize  the  command  and  that  he 
has  caused  the  desertion  of  a  large  number  of  their  men.  I  have 
ordered  his  arrest  and  will  hold  him  subject  to  your  order  by  tele- 
graph." He  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  dated  November  21,  1861.  The  above  charge  was 
supported  by  the  affidavits  of  two  members  of  said  regiment  of  lancers 
to  the  efi'ect  that  Suydam  had  counseled  the  men  of  said  regiment  to 
mutiny.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
December  16,  1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  release  Suydam.  He  was  accordingly  released  December 
16,  1861. 

E.  H.  Jones  was  arrested  about  the  20th  day  of  November  at  his 
house  in  Saint  Mary's  County,  Md.,  by  L.  C.  Baker,  a  Government 
agent,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  November  2,5, 1861, 
was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  report  of  the  officer  who  made 
the  arrest  states  that — 

E.  H.  Jones  resides  at  what  is  known  as  the  Old  Factory,  Saint  Mary's  County. 
'  '  '  Wiien  the  present  difficulties  brolce  out  .Tones  went  to  Baltimore  and  was 
there  during  the  riot  of  April  19,  On  his  return  homo  he  brought  not  less  than  800 
stand  of  arms  from  Baltimore,  which  afterward  went  to  Virginia.  He  has  used  his 
horses  and  wagons  for  hauling  contraband  goods  from  the  Patuxent  to  tho  Potomac 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  and  fall;  has  made  his  house  the  headquar- 
ters of  secession  spies  passing  to  and  from  Virginia;  has  enlisted,  equipped  and 
forwarded  a  large  number  of  men  for  the  Confederacy;  has  notified  Union  men  to 
leave  the  county,  and  has  on  all  occasions  cursed  and  abused  the  Government. 

*  See  pp.  204, 205, 211,  for  correspondence  concerning  Waddell. 
21   E   E — SEEIES  II,  VOL  II 
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The  said  E.  H.  Jones  remained  in  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Released  on  parole  February  22,  1862.) 

This  man  [H.  G.  Fuller]  was  arrested  by  TJ.  S.  Marshal  Sands,  of 
Ohio,  and  committed  to  Fort  Warren  by  an  order  from  the  Department 
of  State  dated  November  21,  1861.  He  was  charged  with  being  a 
secessionist  and  traitor  and  enlisting  men  for  the  rebel  army.  One 
Stephen  Fuller  having  written  a  letter  dated  November  7,  1861,  mailed 
at  Lexington,  Ky.,  directed  to  William  R.  Coyle,  Detroit,  the  writer 
stating  that  he  enlisted  under  Captain  Fuller  at  Detroit,  complains 
that  Captain  F[uller]  cannot  perform  what  he  agreed,  and  therefore 
he  wishes  to  get  back  to  Detroit,  and  says:  "Mr.  Fuller  is  a  secession- 
ist; tried  his  best  to  get  me  to  go  over  to  the  Breckinridge  party." 
An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December 
13,  1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to 
release  Fuller  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  to  do  no 
hostUe  act  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  He  was  released 
December  16,  1861. 

Lieut.  William  F.  Bngle  appears  by  a  letter  of  Col.  John  W.  Geary 
addressed  to  General  Dix  on  the  21st  of  November,  1861,  to  have  been 
captured  by  that  officer  and  by  him  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  shortly  pre- 
vious to  the  date  of  said  letter.  Colonel  Geary  writes  to  General  Dix 
in  said  letter  that  the  prisoner's  family  are  represented  as  Union-loving 
people  and  says  that  they  assured  him  that  Engle  was  anxious  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  and  to  reside 
in  Pennsylvania.  General  Dix  wrote  to  the  Department  that  Engle 
was  not  taken  in  battle  but  returned  to  Maryland  with  the  determina- 
tion not  to  go  back  to  Virginia.  An  order  of  release  upon  Eugle's  tak- 
ing the  oath  of  allegiance  was  forwarded  November  28, 1861,  from  the 
Department  of  State.    (Released  November  28, 1861.) 

David  C.  Hall  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  November  22, 1861.  There  are  no 
papers  on  tiie  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  the  cause  of  this 
arrest.  The  said  David  (J.  Hall  remained  in  custody  February  15,1862, 
at  Fort  Lafayette  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department.    (Released  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

William  P.  Converse  was  arrested  in  New  York  November  23,  1861, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
The  examination  of  intercepted  letters  found  on  the  Maury  Brothers, 
disclosed  that  Converse  was  corresponding  with  i)ersons  in  the  insur- 
rectionary States  in  violation  of  the  President's  proclamation,  and 
that  the  writers  of  letters  introduced  their  correspondence  with  the 
remark  that  '•  Mr.  Converse  has  informed  me  of  an  opportunity  to  send 
this  to  you  by  a  party  who  is  going  to  New  Orleans."  Letters  were 
also  found  without  signatures  in  full  and  traced  to  W.  P.  Converse's 
place  of  business  addressed  to  E.  K.  and  W.  P.  Converse,  jr..  New 
Orleans,  dated  October  28,  1861,  from  which  the  following  quotations 
are  taken : 

What  a  thrashing  they  got  the  other  day  on  the  Upper  Potomac ;  ont  of  2,400, 600 
lost.     *     "     "    I  hope  yon  are  all  prepared  for  the  fleet  which  is  to  take  you  all  and 
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box  you  mi.     "  ^     We  have  to  keep  quiet  for  the  Hotel  de  Ij.  is  iixed  up  for  the 

accommoclation  of  such  as  I  am.     They  talk  of  snpersediug  McClellan;  if  they  do 
you  will  have  au  easy  or  comparatively  easy  victory. 

It  was  tlius  proved  that  Converse  was  aiding  knowingly  and  became 
a  party  to  the  illegal,  expressly  prohibited  and  contraband  intercourse 
with  persons  in  the  insurrectionary  States  by  informing  others  and 
availing  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  send  letters  to  New  Orleans  by  a 
person  or  persons  who  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  smuggling  cor- 
respondence through  the  Federal  lines.  An  order  was  issued  Novem- 
ber 30, 1861,  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Converse  on  his 
talcing  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  sti])ulating  to  neither  visit  or  hold 
correspondence  with  the  insurrectionary  States  or  do  any  hostile  act 
against  the  (Tovernment  of  the  United  States  during  the  insurrec- 
tion. The  said  William  P.  Converse  was  accordingly  released  December 
2,  1861. 

S.  E.  Burnett  was  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  in  Pulaski 
County,  111.,  November  26, 1861,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  December  20,  1861,  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  charges 
against  him  were  treason  and  being  a  dangerous  man.  Said  Burjiett 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 18G2,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  [11.  C.  Holland]  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  Major-General 
Dix  asking  that  Holland  and  a  number  of  other  prisoners  confined  in 
Fort  McHenry  shoixld  be  transferred  to  some  other  fort.  November  27, 
1861,  the  Secretary  of  State  directed  the  removal  of  Holland  from  Fort 
McHenry  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  he  was  received  at  the  last-named  fort 
December  3, 1861.  February  14, 1862,  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  directing  Lieutenant  Colonel  Burke,  commanding 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Holland  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance stipulating  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States 
during  the  present  insurrection.  Having  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  the  said  E.  C.  Holland  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department.     (Eeleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  J  Jpnah  PotterfleldJ  was  a  request  of  Major-General  Dix 
asking  that  Pottertield  and  other  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  McHenry 
should  be  transferred  to  some  other  fort.  An  order  was  accordingly  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  directing  General  Dix  to  transfer  the  prisoners 
to  Fort  Lafayette  which  order  was  dated  November  27, 1861.  Potter- 
field  and  the  other  prisoners  were  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  December  3, 
1861.  Potterfield  was  a  resident  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  was 
arrested  by  the  military  authorities.  No  information  has  been  received 
at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  the  charges  against  him.  The 
said  Jonah  Potterfield  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February 
15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Eeleased  April  9, 1862.) 
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Eobert  N.  Scott  was  arrested  by  John  A.  Kennedy*  in  Kew  York 
about  the  30th  of  November,  18G1,  on  his  arrival  on  the  steamer  from 
Cahfornia.  He  was  reported  to  have  used  disloyal  language  while  on 
the  vessel.  There  is  no  evidence  of  his  havin  g  been  committed  to  prison. 
Scott  Avas  adjutant  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Buchanan. 

This  person  [J.  B.  Lillard]  was  arrested  in  Kentiicky  by  the  military 
authorities  in  December,  18G1,  and  confined  in  the  military  prison  at 
Camp  Chase,  Oliio.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  Avith  partici- 
pating in  an  attempt  to  steal  some  guns,  &c.,  belongiiig  to  Kentucky 
in  September,  38C1.  Lillard  remained  in  custody  at  Camp  Chase  till 
February  15,  18()2,  Avhen  in  conformity  with  tlie  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  lie  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

This  man  [Francis  Troutman],  a  resident  of  Paris,  Ky.,  was  arrested 
in  December,  1801,  charged  with  disloyalty  and  with  holding  unlawful 
correspondence  with  persons  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States. 
A  long  letter  from  him  to  W.  E.  Simms,  a  former  member  of  Congress 
now  admitted  to  be  in  the  military  service  of  the  rebels,  Avas  found  in 
the  possession  of  C.  C.  Eogers  and  was  produced  on  the  examination  of 
Troutman  after  his  arrest  and  was  fully  admitted  by  him  yet  he  was 
discharged  by  the  TJ.  S.  commissioner  before  Avhom  he  liad  been  brought 
on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  The  U.  S. 
marshal  satisfied  of  Troutman's  gwilt  wrote  to  the  Department  of  State 
for  advice  Avhether  to  take  him  into  custody  again,  and  referred  to  Sen- 
ator Garrett  Davis,  of  Kentucky,  for  further  particulars  and  an  account 
of  Troutman's  character.  Senator  Davis  on  being  applied  to  gave  his 
views  of  the  case,  concluding  by  saying  that  Troutman  "being  a  man 
of  no  importance  at  all  and  of  rather  feeble  character  I  Avould  advise 
against  his  rearrest."  It  does  not  appciir  that  any  further  proceedings 
were  taken  in  the  matter.     (Eeleased  December,  ISGl.) 

This  person  [D.  Chaffee]  was  arrested  and  held  under  surveillance  in 
Boston  early  in  December,  1861,  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Keyes.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Atlanta,  Ga.  After  an  examination  of  his  case  he  was 
released  December  6,  1861,  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipu- 
lating not  to  correspond  with  or  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection 
against  the  United  States  Government. 

Lietit.  A.  W.  Habersham  Avas  arrested  in  Baltimore  December  2, 1801, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed  to  Fort  McUenry.  He 
was  arrested  upon  charge  of  having  left  the  U.  S.  Navy  and  becoming  an 
officer  of  the  insurgent  navy.  An  investigation  of  his  case  failed  to  sub- 
stantiate the  charge  that  he  had  ever  taken  up  arms  against  the  United 
States  Government  and  on  the  9th  of  December,  1861,  an  order  Avas  issued 
from  the  Department  of  State  directing  his  release  on  his  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  He  declined  to  take  oath  of  allegiance  to  United  States 
GoA'erument  stating  that  he  Avas  a  Georgian  and  that  his  allegiance 
was  due  to  his  State.  He  also  proposed  to  go  South  on  parole  and 
send  back  a  captain  of  the  U.  S.  Army  in  his  place.  Februarys,  1862, 
the  Secretary  of  State  addressed  a  letter  to  Maior-General  Wool,  com- 
manding at  Fortress  Monroe,  requesting  that  officer  to  inquire  through 
the  ])roper  channel  whether  Lieutenant  Habersham  would  be  accepted 

*  See  p.  163  for  Kennedy  to  Seward,  November  30,  reporting  arrest  of  Scott, 
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in  exchange  for  E.  W.  Slinrtliflf,  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  the  insur- 
gents at  Kichmond,  Va.  On  the  15th  day  of  February,  1862,  no  reply 
had  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  to  the  last-mentioned 
letter.  The  said  A.  W.  Habersham  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Mc- 
Uenry  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  tlie  charge 
of  that  Department.     (Discharged  April  8, 1862.) 

The  Department  of  State  has  no  information  in  relation  to  this  per- 
son [William  T.  Glassell]  except  that  he  is  mentioned  in  the  list  of 
prisoners  confined  at  Fort  Warren  as  being  from  Alabama  and  having 
been  arrested  December  4  and  committed  to  the  fort  December  5, 1861, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  A  letter  addressed  to  him 
designated  him  as  of  the  late  East  India  Squadron.  (Released  July 
31, 1862,  to  be  exchanged.) 

This  man  [Thomas  Newman]  was  arrested  by  John  Burt,  deputy 
U.  S.  marshal  at  Albany,  December  6,  1861,  and  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  charged  with 
enticing  soldiers  to  desert  from  the  service.  An  order  Avas  issued  from 
the  Department  of  State  dated  January  16, 1862,  directing  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Newman  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  tlie 
United  States  during  the  present  insurrection,  &c.  He  was  released 
January  19,  1862. 

Daniel  Gardner  is  a  citizen  of  Baltimore.  The  first  information 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  this  man  was  contained 
in  a  letter  and  inclosures  from  J.  L.  McPhail,  deputy  provost-marshal 
at  Baltimore,  dated  December  7, 1861.  It  appears  that  with  others  he 
was  picked  up  in  an  open  boat  by  the  guard  boat  of  the  U.  S.  frigate 
Cumberland  of  the  blockading  squadron  near  Newport  News  about 
November  12, 1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  Warren.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest 
he  was  coming  toward  the  vessels  of  tlie  squadron,  claiming  to  have 
escaped  from  the  rebels  in  Virginia.  An  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  December  9, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick 
to  release  Gardner  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating 
that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States.  He  was  accordingly 
released  December  12, 1861. 

The  first  information  the  Department  of  State  received  concerning 
these  men  [John  and  J<iseph  Shaney]  was  contained  in  a  letter  and 
inclosures  from  J.  L.  McPhail,  deputy  provost-marshal,  Baltimore, 
dated  December  7, 1861.  It  appears  that  they  were  picked  up  in  an 
ojien  boat  by  the  guard  boat  of  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Cumberland,  of 
the  blockading  squadron,  about  November  12, 1861,  and  sent  to  Fort 
Warren.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
December  9, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to  release  John  and  Joseidi 
Slianey  on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  they 
will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States.  They  were  accordingly 
released  December  12,  1861. 

George  J.  Mahe,  of  New  Orleans,  was  captured  on  the  9th  day  of 
December,  1861,  in  Barataria  Bay  by  the  boats  of  the  U.  S.  steamer 
South  Carolina,  Commander  James  Alden.    Mahe  represents  that  he 
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was  on  a  flsliing  excursion  with  four  friends  accompanying  him  when 
tbey  were  captured  by  the  South  Carolina's  boats  and  taken  on  board 
of  the  said  steamer.  That  the  commander  released  his  four  companions 
on  their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  but  detained  him  because  he 
had  been  an  officer  in  the  military  service  of  the  rebels,  and  sent  him 
northward  in  the  U.  S.  steamer  llhode  Island.  He  was  taken  to  Fort 
Lafayette  and  placed  in  custody  there  on  the  21st  of  January,  1802. 
He  acknowledged  that  he  held  the  office  of  captain  in  the  military 
service  of  the  rebels  and  served  in  that  capacity  from  the  2d  day  of 
July  to  the  11th  day  of  October,  1861,  at  which  last-mentioned  date  he 
resigned.  He  professed  his  willingness  and  desire  to  remain  a  peaceful 
citizen  of  the  United  States  and  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  such 
which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1862,  and  was 
thereupon  discharged  from  custody. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  concerning 
Lieutenant  Myers,  of  the  IT.  S.  Navy,  was  contained  in  a  letter  from 
John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police,  New  York,  dated  Decem- 
ber 9,  1861,  which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who 
reported  that  the  only  information  that  the  Navy  Department  ])OSsessed 
concerning  Myers  was  that  he  was  confined  in  Fort  Warren  for  refusing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

This  person  [Bento  Pacheco]  was  charged  with  being  a  slaver.  The 
only  information  relative  to  his  arrest  received  at  the  Department  of 
State  is  contained  in  a  telegram  from  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New 
York,  dated  December  13, 18G1,  stating  that  the  party  was  about  to 
leave  the  country  and  asking  whether  he  should  arrest  him  and  take 
him  to  Fort  Lafayette.  In  reply  the  Secretary  of  State  informed  U.  S. 
Marshal  IMurray  that  Pacheco  and  his  companions  should  be  arrested 
in  due  form  after  affidavits,  &c.,  and  then  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

This  person  [J.  A.  Machedo]  was  charged  with  being  a  slaver.  The 
only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  his 
arrest  is  contained  in  a  telegram  from  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New 
York,  dated  December  13,  1861,  asking  whether  he  shall  arrest  and 
convey  the  party  to  Fort  Lafayette.  In  reply  the  Secretary  of  State 
informed  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  that  Machedo  and  his  companions 
should  be  arrested  by  legal  process  after  affidavits,  &c.,  and  then  sent 
to  Fort  Lafayette. 

Tench  Schley  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Hooker  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  the  15th  of  December,  1801.  Schley 
Avas  charged  with  being  a  spy  and  luiving  conveyed  information  to  the 
enemy.  The  following  extract  fiom  a  report  made  by  Major  Allen  to 
the  provost-marshal  of  Washington  and  forwarded  by  the  latter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  contains  the  best  information  on  file  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  relative  to  Mr.  Schley,  viz : 

Tench  Schley  is  a  young  man  of  considerable  shrewilness  and  intelligence  and 
th.it  in  my  opinion  if  permitted  to  be  at  large  even  for  a  day  could  and  probably 
■would  find  some  means  of  repeating  the  offenso  for  which  he  is  confined  and  per- 
haps be  the  means  of  conveying  valuable  information  to  the  enemy. 

The  said  Tench  Schley  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison 
in  Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 
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Johu  Hagins,  of  Magoffin  County,  Ky.,  was  arrested  in  Montgomery 
County  in  that  State  about  the  middle  of  December,  18G1,  charged 
with  furnishing  supplies  of  stock  to  the  rebel  army  under  General 
Williams.  The  Department  of  State  was  advised  of  the  arrest  by  a 
dispatch  dated  Cincinnati,  December  17,  1861,  from  E.  S.  Samuels, 
Government  agent  in  Kentucky,  and  C.  B.  Pitts,  deputy  U.  S.  marshal 
of  the  same  State,  who  say  that  he  Hagins  was  taken  while  "in 
transit  with  cattle  for  the  rebels,"  and  also  that  they  have  "plenty  of 
evidence  to  hang  him."  He  was  thereupon  directed  to  be  taken  to 
Fort  Lafayette,  which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  20th  of  December. 
The  statements  made  by  Hagins  in  letters  to  the  Department  direct 
from  himself  and  through  his  attorney  Mr.  Tenney  are  contradictory. 
He  states  that  he  was  taken  while  driving  home  nine  head  of  cattle  raised 
by  himself  that  he  had  been  grazing  at  a  place  in  Montgomery  County 
some  sixty  miles  from  his  residence.  The  statement  made  through  Mr. 
Tenney  is  that  he  was  apprehended  while  on  his  return  from  Cincinnati 
where  he  had  been  with  some  hogs.  The  said  Hagins  remained  in  cus- 
tody at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1863,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released  on  parole  February 
22,  1862.) 

The  State  Department  has  no  papers  showing  with  accuracy  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  person's  [Benjamin  A.  Jones]  arrest  or  by  whom  it 
was  made.  In  a  letter  dated  Williamstown,  Ky.,  December  16, 1861, 
transmitted  to  sustain  an  application  for  his  release  it  is  represented 
that  he  "by  threats  on  the  part  of  his  father  and  others  was  induced 
to  join  the  band  of  rebels  arrested  at  or  near  Winchester  in  this  State 
(Kentucky)  and  now  in  Camp  Chase  Prison."  The  same  letter  embodies 
a  quotation  from  a  letter  received  by  the  writer  from  Jones  as  follows : 
"  Circumstances  which  you  well  know  and  over  which  I  had  but  little 
control  induced  me  to  take  the  step  I  did.  I  am  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  to  take  the  oath  and  return  home  to  my  business,  and  when  I 
take  it  I  expect  to  keep  it  not  only  in  the  letter  but  the  spirit."  The 
letter  referred  to  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  State  by  the  Hon. 
John  W.  Meiizies  from  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1862.  On  the  12th  of  February,  1862,  the  said  Jones  was 
ordered  to  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  (Keleased 
April  7, 1862.) 

W.  F.  Wells  [was]  arrested  December  17,  1861,  by  Colonel  Thayer, 
First  Nebraska,  near  Sedalia.  Bearer  of  disi)atches  from  North  Mis- 
souri to  General  Price.  Case  referred  to  a  military  commission  con- 
vened by  Major- General  Halleck.  Prisoner  sentenced  to  death.  Sentence 
afterward  remitted  by  Major-General  Halleck  to  confinement  during 
tlie  war. 

The  only  knowledge  the  Department  of  State  has  of  this  person 
[Lieut.  A.  A.  Baker]  is  that  he  was  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  the 
U.  S.  frigate  Mississippi  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  sent  to  New  York 
by  the  steamer  Connecticut,  charged  with  deserting  from  the  U.  S. 
Navy  and  joining  the  rebels ;  arriving  at  New  York  was  delivered  to 
the  custody  of  the  TJ.  S.  marshal  December  17, 1861.  Upon  this  report 
he  was  directed  to  be  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  kept  in  custody 
there.  He  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862, 
_v--,„  1.-  .„„„  4. — ofprred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 
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This  person  [J.  Q.  A.  ButlerJ  wa.s  master  of  the  schooner  Lida,  which 
was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Saint  Lawrence  at  Port  Koyal. 
U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  dated  December  19, 1861,  states  that  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
prize  schooner  Lida  have  been  placed  in  his  custody  upon  a  charge  of 
running  the  blockade  and  asking  what  he  shall  do  with  them.  Decem- 
ber 28, 1801,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  direct- 
ing U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  release  from  custody  J.  Q.  A.  Butler  and 
others  of  the  crew  of  the  Lida.  The  said  Butler  Avas  accordingly 
released. 

This  man  [William  BrownJ  was  taken  from  the  steamer  Lewis  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  by  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  New  London  ofi" 
Mobile.  He  was  brought  to  New  York  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Connecti- 
cut and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  Kobert  Murray,  U.  S.  marshal, 
about  December  19,  1801.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
of  State  dated  December  28,  1801,  directing  Eobert  Murray,  U.  S. 
marshal.  New  York,  to  release  William  Brown  on  his  taking  an  oath 
that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any  correspondence  with 
persons  residing  therein,  without  permission,  &c.,  and  stipulating  that 
he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  He 
was  accordingly  released  about  December  31, 1861. 

Caspar  or  Caspar  Klock  was  taken  off  the  steamer  Lewis  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade  by  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  New  London. 
He  was  brought  to  New  York  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  Connecticut  and 
delivered  into  the  custody  of  Marshal  Kobert  Murray  about  December 
19,  1861.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  State  Department  dated 
December  28, 1861,  directing  Eobert  Murray,  esq.,  to  release  Klock  on 
his  taking  an  oath  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insur- 
rection nor  hold  any  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  stipulating  to 
do  no  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
released  about  December  31, 1861. 

U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  by  letter  dated  December  19, 
1861,  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  that  Arthur  McAbey  and  others 
of  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner  Lida,  which  vessel  was  captured  near 
Port  Royal,  had  been  placed  in  his  custody,  and  asking  what  should 
be  done  with  him.  December  28, 1861,  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  release  McAbey 
and  others  of  the  crew  of  the  Lida.  The  said  Arthur  McAbey  was 
accordingly  released. 

Mrs.  Eachel  Mayer  was  arrested  by  a  Government  agent  at  Rouse's 
l>oint,  N.  Y.,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  Decem- 
ber 19,  1801,  placed  under  surveillance  in  Now  York  City.  She  was 
charged  with  being  the  bearer  of  treasonable  or  clandestine  correspond- 
ence for  the  South.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
dated  January  3,  1802,  directing  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of 
police.  New  York,  to  release  Mrs.  Mayer  on  engaging  that  she  will 
neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  tlie  authority  of 
the  United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever 
with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  State,  and  further  that  she  will  do  nothing  hostile  to  the 
United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  She  was  accordingly 
released  January  i,  1862. 

This  person  [Jeremiah  Moore]  was  arrested  by  General  Smith  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  December  19,  1861.  No  informa- 
tion has  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to  Moore  or 
why  he  was  arrested.  The  said  J.  Moore  as  appears  by  the  report  of 
the  provost-marshal  of  Washington  dated  February  17, 18G2,  was  then 
in  confinement  in  the  Old  Capitol.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 
1862.  Released  on  parole  and  not  to  leave  the  District  of  Columbia, 
February  22, 1862.) 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  person  [Henry  Sutler]  was  contained  in  a  letter  from  U.  S.  Mar- 
shal Murray,  of  JJTew  York,  dated  December  19, 1861,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  stating  that  Henry  Sutler  with  others  of  the  crew  of 
the  prize  schooner  Lida  which  was  captured  near  Port  Royal  had  been 
delivered  into  his  custody  upon  a  charge  ot  having  run  the  blockade. 
December  28, 1861,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  ot  State 
directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  release  Henry  Sutler  and  others  of 
the  crew  of  the  Lida.    The  said  Henry  Sutler  was  accordingly  released. 

This  person  [William  T.  Wilson]  was  arrested  by  J.  L.  McPhail,* 
deputy  provost-marshal  at  Baltimore,  on  board  a  steamer  at  or  near 
Baltimore  December  19,  1861,  and  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  and  from 
thence  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
dated  January  2, 1862.  He  was  charged  with  being  engaged  in  trans- 
porting contraband  letters  and  goods  to  and  fiom  Virginia.  A  quan- 
tity of  quinine  was  found  on  his  person  at  the  time  of  liis  arrest.  An 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  January  22, 1862, 
directing  Col.  Martin  Burke  to  release  Wilson.  He  was  accordingly 
released. 

William  Cuthbert  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark  Empress 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the  blockade  at 
the  Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  conveyed  to  New  York.  U.  S. 
Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in  his  cus- 
tody December  19, 1861.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  dated  December  28, 1861,  directing  Marshal  Murray  to  release 
Cuthbert  and  his  companions. 

James  Hopkinson  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark  Empress 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  tlie  blockade  at  the 
Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  conveyed  to  New  York.  U.  S. 
-Marshal  Murray  of  New  York  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in  his  custody. 
An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December 
28,  3861,  directing  the  marshal  to  release  said  Hopkinson  and  his  com- 
panions.   The  crew  of  the  bark  Empress  was  accordingly  leleased. 

"  See  pp.  188, 192, 194  for  correspondence  relating  to  this  arrest. 
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William  Jones  was  one  of  the  (!iew  of  the  English  bark  Empress 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the  blockade  at 
the  Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississii)pi  and  was  conveyed  to  New  York. 
U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  having  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in 
his  custody  an  order  was  issued  from  the  State  Department  dated 
December  28, 1861,  directing  the  marshal  to  release  Jones  and  his  com- 
panions.   The  crew  of  the  bark  Empress  were  accordingly  released. 

Michael  O'Brien  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark  Empress 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the  blockade  at 
the  Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  was  conveyed  to  New  York. 
U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  having  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in 
his  custody  an  order  was  issued  from  the  State  Department  dated 
December  28, 1861,  directing  the  marshal  to  release  O'Brien  and  his 
companions.    The  crew  of  the  bark  Empress  was  accordingly  released. 

William  Sanger  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark  Empress 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the  blockade  at 
the  Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  was  conveyed  to  New  York. 
U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  having  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in 
his  custody  an  order  was  issued  by  the  State  Department  dated  Decem- 
ber 28, 1861,  directing  the  marshal  to  release  Sanger  and  his  companions. 
The  crew  of  the  bark  Empress  were  accordingly  released. 

George  Watt  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark  Empress  cap- 
tured by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the  blockade  at  the 
Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  conveyed  to  New  York.  TJ.  S. 
Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in  his  custody. 
Au  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  December 
28,  1861,  directing  the  marshal  to  release  Watt  and  his  companions. 
He  was  accordingly  released. 

This  man  [Arthur  Wardle]  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  English  bark 
Empress  captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  Vincennes  while  running  the 
blockade  at  the  Northeast  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  and  conveyed  to  New 
York.  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  informed  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  the  Empress  and  that  they  were  in 
his  custody.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
December  28,  1861,  directing  Marshal  Murray  to  release  Wardle  and 
his  companions.    He  was  accordingly  released. 

Richard  Walzl  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Banks  at  Harper's 
Ferry  and  sent  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  December  20, 1861.  He  was 
confined  on  suspicion  of  being  a  spy  or  being  engaged  in  contra- 
band trade,  having  entered  the  Federal  lines  at  Harper's  Ferry  coming 
from  the  Southern  States.  Upon  an  investigation  of  his  case  at  the 
provost-marshal's  office  it  was  found  and  reported  to  this  Department 
January  13, 1862,  that  Walzl  was  an  Austrian,  nineteen  years  old  and 
not  yet  naturalized;  that  he  went  South  to  make  collections  for  his 
brother  and  to  see  a  sick  friend  being  unaware  that  in  so  doing  he 
violated  the  President's  proclamation  concerning  non-intercourse  with 
the  rebel  States;  that  he  returned  as  soon  as  he  could  do  so  and  gave 
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important  information  to  tlie  Government  officers.  An  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  January  18, 1802,  directing 
General  Porter  to  release  Walzl  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
stipulating  that  lie  will  neither  enter  the  States  in  insurrection  nor 
hold  correspondence  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without 
permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State  nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the 
United  States. 

James  B.  Loker  was  arrested  by  Major  Chapman  in  Saint  Mary's 
County,  Md.,  and  was  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order 
of  General  Porter  December  21,  1861.  The  charges  against  Loker 
were  that  his  sympathies  and  sentiments  were  decidedly  with  the 
rebels;  that  he  owned  a  boat  upon  the  Potomac  Eiver  which  was  used 
with  his  knowledge  and  consent  to  take  men  and  contraband  goods  to 
the  rebel  army ;  that  Loker  himself  took  a  man  over  the  river  whom 
he  knew  was  to  join  the  rebels;  that  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  a  large 
number  of  letters  were  found  in  his  boat  which  were  intended  for  the 
enemy,  conveying  important  information  to  them.  Information  having 
been  received  that  the  wife  of  Loker  had  died  in  Baltimore  an  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  February  6, 1862,  directing 
the  provost-marshal  at  Washington  to  release  said  Loker  on  his  parole 
for  live  days  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  wife.  February  10,  1862,  on 
the  application  of  Major-General  Dix,  a  further  parole  for  thirty  days 
was  granted  to  said  Loker  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.  The  said  James  B.  Loker  remained  on  his  parole  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  "War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21,  1862.  Eeleased  Febru- 
ary 22, 1862.) 

This  person  [J.  E.  Haw  ley]  was  arrested  by  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of 
State  December  25,  1861,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  aud  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  He  was  ciiarged  with  disloyalty  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment and  exposing  for  sale  at  his  place  of  business  in  Cincinnati 
envelopes  and  cards  having  printed  upon  them  devices,  mottoes,  &c., 
used  by  the  rebels  and  those  iu  sympathy  with  them.  January  1, 1862, 
Hawley  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulating  to  discontinue  his  disloyal  practices. 

Henry  J.  Carroll,  of  Saint  Mary's  County,  Md.,  was  arrested  by  L.  C. 
Baker,  Government  agent,  December  30, 1861,  and  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
I'ctary  of  State  December  31  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  He 
was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  with  having  counseled  and  advised  a 
large  number  of  the  residents  of  Saint  Mary's  County  to  join  the  Con- 
federate Army  and  with  contributing  liberally  of  his  means  to  equip 
and  forward  recruits  to  Virginia  for  tiie  rebel  army.  A  few  days  sub- 
sequently he  was  released  on  his  parole  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Porter,  provost-marshal  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

The  following-named  persons,  citizens  of  (Tallatin  County,  Ky.,  were 
arrested  by  the  military  authorities  in  that  State  and  committed  to 
Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio.  They  were  arrested  about  the  last  of 
December,  1801,  and  remained  in  custody  February  15,  1802,  viz: 
Adolphus  Sayre,  charged  with  having  served  in  the  Southern  army; 
James  Sayre,  brother  of  Adolphus,  no  charge  given ;  Joseph  Spencer,  no 
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information;  John  Merrill,  no  information;  Luther  Green,  charged  with 
attempting  to  steal  guns  belonging  to  Kentucky;  Lemuel  Green  threat- 
ened some  of  his  neiglibors;  Thomas  Murphy  was  found  in  company 
with  some  of  the  above  mentioned ;  J.  D.  Lillard,  charged  with  partici- 
pating in  an  attempt  to  steal  guns  belonging  to  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

This  individual  [Herman  Stump]  was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
rebel  cause  in  Harford  County,  Md.,  and  was  attached  to  a  volunteer 
military  association  recruiting  and  getting  under  discipline  there  with 
a  view  to  entering  the  rebel  service.  Apprehending  arrest  he  fled  in 
August,  1861,  to  Canada  where  he  ronained  three  months  or  more 
before  his  name  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department  of  State. 
His  father  and  other  friends  then  commenced  importunities  for  some 
sort  of  safeguard  for  him  to  return  home  which  continued  till  early  in 
January,  1862,  when  the  Secretary  of  War  gave  assurance  to  Stump 
that  he  would  not  be  molested  on  his  return  home  by  any  authority  of 
the  Government  unless  he  should  commit  some  offense  thereafter 
which  might  make  his  arrest  necessary.  During  the  absence  of  Stump 
in  Canada  he  divested  himself  of  title  to  all  the  property  he  previously 
held  to  guard  against  the  danger  of  confiscation. 

William  Eespass  was  arrested  about  the  1st  of  January,  1862,  at 
Florence,  Ky.,  charged  with  being  a  violent  secessionist  and  taken  to 
Camp  Chase.  The  only  papers  in  the  Department  of  State  relating  to 
his  case  is  a  letter  from  Hon.  J.  W.  Menzies  inclosing  another  from 
X.  B.  Stevens  pleading  for  his  release.  They  were  referred  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  Governor  Dennison,  of  Ohio,  by  a  letter  dated  Janu- 
ary 15  [1862].  Governor  Tod,  successor  to  Dennison,  replied  under 
date  of  January  20,  1862,  that  on  examination  he  found  that  Eespass 
had  already  been  discharged  though  by  whose  authority  he  does  not 
state. 

William  C.  Jameson  was  arrested  by  Provost-Marshal  Leighton 
January  1, 1862,  and  confined  iu  the  military  x)rison  in  Saint  Louis. 
He  Avas  charged  with  conveying  contraband  correspondence  to  the 
insurrectionary  States.  Said  Jameson  remained  in  custody  at  Saint 
Louis  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  The  was]  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

Lorenzo  Graves  was  arrested  about  January  1, 1862,  at  Warsaw,  Ky., 
by  Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal  Aaron  Gregg  and  taken  to  Camp  Chase.  He 
was  charged  with  being  a  violent  secessionist  and  in  full  sympathy  with 
the  present  rebellion.  There  is  no  evidence  before  tlie  Department  of 
State  throwing  any  further  light  on  this  case  or  showing  when  Graves 
was  discharged  if  at  all. 

Thomas  B.  Hewitt  was  captured  by  the  U.  S.  vessel  Harriet  Lane, 
Captain  Dahlgren  commanding,  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  January  2, 1862.  There  are  no  papers  on  file  in  the  Department 
of  State  showing  on  what  charges  this  inan  was  arrested.  He  remained 
in  confinement  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department.     (Released  February  22,  1862.) 
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This  person  [G.  E.  H.  Hughes]  was  arrested  January  2,  1862,  near 
Harper's  Ferry,  by  order  of  General  Banks  and  conveyed  to  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison.  Hughes  was  a  lawyer  residing  in  Chicago,  111.,  and 
was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the  United  States  Government.  In 
violation  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  dated  August  10,  1861, 
he  visited  the  insurrectionary  district  of  Virginia  on  professional  or 
commercial  business  and  was  arrested  while  attempting  to  pass  the 
Federal  military  lines  on  his  return.  January  7, 1862,  he  was  released 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiatice 
and  stipulating  that  he  would  neither  visit  nor  hold  any  correspond- 
ence with  the  insurrectionary  States  during  the  continuance  of  the 
rebellion. 

Clarence  Mills  was  captured  by  the  TT.  S.  steamer  Harriet  Lane  Jan- 
uary 2, 1862,  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  shov7ing  why  or  on  what 
charges  this  man'was  arrested.  He  remained  in  conflnement  February 
15,  1862,  when  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  War  De])artment  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Eeleased  on  parole  February 
22,  1862.) 

John  Harrover  was  arrested  by  General  Heintzelman  January  3, 1862, 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  State  showing  why  this  man  was  arrested.  He 
remained  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  an  order  from  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Richard  E.  Lee  was  arrested  by  General  Montgomery  and  committed 
to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  3, 1862.  There  are  no  i)apers  on  file 
in  the  Department  of-  State  showing  why  this  man  was  arrested  or  the 
charges  against  him.  He  remained  in  conflnement  February  15,  1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.) 

J.  Ignatius  Ford  was  arrested  by  General  Hooker  January  4, 1862, 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers  on  file 
in  the  Department  of  State  showing  what  the  charges  were  against  this 
man.  He  remained  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered 
released  February  21, 1862.    Eeleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

Eichard  Hurst  was  arrested  January  4, 1862,  by  General  Smith  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers  on  file  in 
the  Department  of  State  showing  what  the  charges  were  against  this 
man.  He  remained  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15,  1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Eeleased 
on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

These  men  [William  L.  and  D.  C.  Lee]  were  arrested  by  order  of 
fjAnfiraLJVIoutffQmervLJanuary  5, 1862,  and  conlined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
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Prison.  There  are  no  papers  on  iile  in  the  Dei)artment  of  State  show- 
ing ou  what  charge  they  were  arrested.  The  said  W.  L.  and  D.  0.  Lee 
remained  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15,  18G2,  when  in  con- 
formity with  an  order  from  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
they  were  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered 
released  February  21, 18C2.    Eeleased  on  parole  February  22,  1862.) 

This  man  [Moses  P.  Donaldson]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Hooker  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  C,  1862.  He 
was  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  rebel  service.  The  evidence  in 
this  case  is  in  the  custody  of  the  provost -marshal  of  Washington.  •  Said 
Donaldson  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15,  1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  W;,r  Department  of  the 
l)receding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(March  27, 1862,  released.) 

This  man  [Francis  X.  Lacross]  was  arrested  by  General  Hooker  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  6, 1862.  He  was  charged 
with  being  a  spy  in  the  employ  of  the  rebels.  The  evidence  against 
him  is  in  the  hands  of  the  provost-piarshal  of  Washington.  Said 
Lacross  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

John  Eogan  (or  liegan)  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzel- 
man  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  7, 1862.  There  are 
no  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  ou  what  charges 
he  was  arrested.  Said  Eogan  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
February  15,  1862,  Avhen  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

James  W!  Savage  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Montgomery  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  7, 1862.  There  are  no 
papers  ou  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he 
was  arrested.  The  said  James  W.  Savage  remained  in  custody  at  Old 
Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

B.  F.  Gwynn,  of  Prince  George  County,  Md.,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
General  Casey  January  7, 1862,  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison, 
Washington,  D.  C.  He  was  charged  with  holding  correspondence  with 
and  giving  information  to  the  enemy  and  suspected  of  being  a  spy.  At 
the  time  of  his  arrest  his  residence  was  searched  and  two  boxes  con- 
taining clothing  supposed  to  be  intended  for  transfer  to  the  enemy  and 
Ave  letters  addressed  to  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines  were  discov 
ered.  Upon  the  investigation  of  his  case  it  appears  that  iu  the  spring 
of  1861  Gwynn  was  concerned  in  an  attempt  to  get  up  and  drill  a  com- 
pany or  companies  of  militia  in  the  county  where  he  resided.  It  being 
deemed  by  the  military  authorities  that  the  organization  was  covertly 
intended  as  an  aid  to  the  rebellion  it  was  broken  up.  The  above  facts 
and  charges  are  taken  from  a  report  in  the  case  by  E.  ,1,  Allen.*     Said 

*  See  p.  188  for  Allen's  report  on  Gwynn's  case. 
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Gwyuu  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

This  man  [J.  Barrett  Cohen]  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  military 
authorities  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  8, 1862, 
by  order  of  General  George  B.  McClellan.  He  was  charged  with  being 
a  spy  in  the  service  of  the  rebels.  Said  Cohen  remained  in  custody  at 
the  Old  Capitol  February  15,  1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  the  War  Department. 

Francis  McKee,  or  M.  Francis  McKee,  was  arrested  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  8, 1862.  He 
was  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  rebel  service.  The  evidence  if  any 
in  this  case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington. 
Said  McKee  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15,1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Thomas  P.  Fowler  was  arrested  January  10, 1862,  by  General  Heint- 
zelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers 
on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he  was 
imprisoned.  He  remained  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Eeleased  on  parole  February 
22,  1862.) 

This  person  [Eev.  Bennett  Smedes]  was  arrested  by  the  Potomac 
Flotilla  in  an  attempt  to  cross  the  Potomac  Eiver  to  Virginia  in  a  small 
boat  January  11, 1862,  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order 
of  General  Porter  January  13, 1862.  It  appears  from  the  report  in  the 
case  made  by  E.  J.  Allen,*  a  Government  agent,  that  said  Smedes  had 
made  application  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  a  passport  to  go  to 
Ealeigh,  N.  C,  to  see  his  parents,  which  being  denied  him  he  attempted 
to  go  without  a  passport  hoping  to  elude  the  blockade  flotilla,  but  was 
discovered  and  captured.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
of  State  dated  February  5, 1862,  directing  General  Porter  to  release 
Smedes  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will 
neither  enter  the  States  in  insurrection  nor  hold  correspondence  with 
persons  residing  therein  nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States. 
He  was  accordingly  released  February  7, 1862. 

The  following-named  persons  were  arrested  by  the  military  author- 
ities in  the  West  some  time  previous  to  January  13,  1862,  and  com- 
mitted to  prison  at  Camp  Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  only  information 
relative  to  them  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  [Lieut.  Col.]  W.  Hoffman,  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  the  first 
dated  New  York,  January  13, 1862,  and  addressed  to  Adjutant-General 
Thomas  asking  information  relative  to  the'release  of  certain  prisoners 
(names  not  given)  confined  at  Camp  Chase.  The  Secretary  of  State 
answered  the  above  letter  January  28  and  asked  said  Hoffman  to  furnish 
a  list  of  the  names  of  above-mentioned  prisoners  and  a  report  of  the 
facts  of  their  arrest  and  the  evidence  against  them,  to  which  Colonel 

*  See  V.  195  for  Allen's  report  on  Smedes'  case. 
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Hoffman  replies  from  Sandusky,  Obio,  February  11, 1862,  that  he  has 
been  informed  that  all  of  them  had  been  discharged  but  he  is  not 
informed  by  whose  authority,  and  gives  the  names  of  said  prisoners, 
viz:.W.  H.  Wise,  G.  A.  Davis,  George  T.  Henderson,  A.  W.  Jones, 
W.  H.  Peterson,  G.  S.  Grove,  John  Barneto,  Mattliew  Bright,  J.  Allen 
Harwood,  Lewis  S.  Farrell,  J.  W.  Wigal,  J.  B.  Smith,  John  W.  Coffman, 
Thomas  W.  Tillman. 

John  E.  Ilea  was  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in  Washington 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1862,  having  been  received  as  a  prisoner  from 
the  Xavy  Department  on  that  day.  A  report  made  by  E.  J.  Allen 
tiirough  General  Porter,  provost-marshal,  states  as  derived  from  Ilea 
himself  that  he  is  a  native  of  Baltimore  where  he  resides  with  and  is 
employed  by  his  father;  that  he  is  thirty  years  of  age;  that  his  father 
lil\s  a  clothing  store  in  Baltimore  and  a  large  amount  of  outstanding 
debts  in  Southeastern  Virginia  principally  in  Westmoreland  and  Kiiig 
George  Counties  which  he  was  sent  to  collect;  that  he  came  by  railroad 
to  Washington,  from  there  to  Charlotte  Hall,  Md.,  by  stage ;  thence  with 
a  companion  through  the  woods  to  the  house  of  a  person  whose  name  he 
refused  to  give.  He  also  refused  to  give  any  account  of  his  movements 
after  leaving  Charlotte  Hall  till  he  embarked  on  the  Potomac  or  the 
names  of  any  persons  who  aided  and  abetted  his  attempt  to  cross  the 
river  or  any  information  concerning  this  clandestine  communication 
with  the  rebels;  that  he  was  arrested  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the  cutter 
Howell  Cobb  at  12.30  a.  m.  January  11,  taken  on  board  the  cutter  and 
there  searched;  that  he  had  not  the  accounts  with  him  which  he  was 
going  to  colle(;t;  that  he  only  carried  a  memorandum  of  them  and  that 
was  in  a  package  in  the  boat  with  his  shirts;  that  as  the  package 
and  its  contents  were  so  badly  wet  he  threw  them  away;  that  some  of 
the  bills  were  fishing  accounts  averaging  $80  to  $100  each ;  that  the 
next  day  in  company  with  Eev.  Bennett  Smedes  and  George  M.  Gorm- 
ley  he  was  transferred  to  the  Island  Belle;  thence  to  Colonel  Graham's 
headquarters ;  thence  successively  to  U.  S.  vessels  Wyandank,  Harriet 
Lane  and  Yankee  on  board  of  which  latter  he  was  taken  to  the  U.  S. 
]S'avy-Yard  whence  he  was  sent  by  Captain  Dahlgren  to  the  provost- 
marshal's  office.  No  papers  were  found  on  him.  It  is  otherwise  shown 
that  Smedes  and  Gormley  were  in  the  same  boat  and  taken  at  the  same 
time.  Smedes  and  two  companions  are  also  shown  to  have  beeii  talking 
secession  shortly  before  they  were  taken.  The  said  Rea  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

George  W.  Hutchins  was  arrested  January  13,  1862,  by  General 
Heintzelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no 
l^apers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  what  the  charges 
were  against  this  man.  He  remained  in  prison  February  15, 1862,  when 
in  conformity  with  an  order  from  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding 
diiy  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released 
on  taking  oath  of  allegiance  February  22, 1862.) 

The  first  information  that  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
relative  to  tjie  arrest  of  this  man  [George  T.  Henderson]  was  communi- 
cated in  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  W.  Hoffman,  commissary-general  of 
prisoners,  addressed  to  Adjutant-General  Thomas  and  dated  January  13, 
1862,  which  letter  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State.    It  stated  that 
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there  were  several  prisoners  of  war  conlined  at  Camp  Chase  whose 
friends  in  Virginia  had  presented  petitions  for  their  release  on  their 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Some  of  them  were  civilians  who  had 
been  arrested  on  some  suspicious  conduct  of  little  consequence  and 
others  charged  with  having  belonged  to  rebel  organizations  although 
not  so  when  captured.  The  Secretary  of  State  wrote  January  28, 1862, 
askiug  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman  particulars  as  to  the  charges 
against  these  prisoners  and  names.  Hoffman  replied  by  letter  of  Feb- 
ruary 11  that  before  he  could  make  the  requested  inquiries  Hendersou 
and  the  other  men  had  been  released,  though  by  whose  authority  he 
was  not  able  to  state. 

Thomas  H.  Haislip  was  arrested  by  General  Heintzelman  January 
13,  1862,  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no 
])apers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  the  charges  against 
this-  man.  lie  remained  in  prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  an  order  from  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Iteleased  on 
parole  not  to  leave  the  District  February  22, 1862.) 

George  M.  Gormley,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  was  cx)nflned  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  lu  Washington  on  the  13th  day  of  January,  1862,  having  been 
received  as  a  prisoner  from  the  Navy  Department  on  that  day.  A  report 
made  byE.  J.  Allen  through  General  Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Wash- 
ington, states  that  Gormley  was  arrested  while  attempting  to  cross  the 
Potomac  Itiver  in  a  boat  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the  cutter  Howell  Cobb 
at  12.30  a.  m.  January  11, 1862.  That  the  next  day  in  company  with 
Itev.  Bennett  Smedes  and  John  E.  Eea  who  were  ciptured  at  the  same 
time  he  was  transferred  to  the  Island  Belle;  thence  to  Colonel  Graham's 
headquarters;  thence  successively  to  the  U.  S.  vessels  Wyandank,  Har- 
riet Lane  and  Yankee  on  board  of  which  latter  he  was  taken  to  the 
U.  S.  Navy- Yard,  Avheuce  he  was  sent  by  Captain  Dahlgren  to  the  pro- 
vost-marshal's office.  Gormley  and  two  companions  are  also  shown  to 
have  been  talking  secession  shortly  before  they  were  taken.  Tlie  said 
Gormley  remained  in  custody  at  tlie  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Deijartment  of  the 
preceding  daj'  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department, 
(ileleased  March  20,  1862.) 

The  first  information  that  the  Department  of  State  had  of  the  arrest 
of  this  man  [G.  A.  Davis]  was  communicated  in  a  letter  from  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  commissary-general  of  prisoners,  of  January  13, 1862, 
addressed  to  Adjutant-General  Thomas  which  letter  was  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  It  stated  that  there  were  several  prisoners  of 
war  confined  at  Camp  Chase  whose  friends  in  Virginia  had  presented 
l)etit,ions  for  their  release  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  Soihe  of 
them  were  civilians  who  had  been  committed  on  some  suspicious  con- 
duct of  little  importance  and  others  charged  with  having  belonged  to 
rebel  organizations,  although  not  so  when  arrested.  The  Secretary  of 
State  Avrote  January  28,  1862,  asking  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman 
the  names  and  particulars  of  charges  against  them.  Hoffman  replied 
by  letter  of  February  11, 1862,  that  before  he  could  make  the  requested 
inquiries  Davis  and  the  other  prisoners  had  been  discharged,  although 
by  whose  authority  he  was  not  able  to  state.  This  correspondence  may 
be  found  in  an  envelope  marked  Camp  Chase. 
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Henry  0.  Browu  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heinfczelman  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  13, 1862.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he 
was  arrested.  Said  Brown  remained  in'  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  Avitli  the  order  of  tlie  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

This  man  [Henry  Simpson]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heint- 
zelman  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  14, 1862.  There 
are  no  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  upon  what 
charge  he  was  arrested.  Said  Simpson  remained  i»  custody  at  Old 
Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department 

Thomas  Craggs*  was  arrested  January  14, 1862,  by  order  of  General 
Heintzelman  and  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  Several  Union 
pickets  had  been  foully  murdered  near  Craggs'  residence  at  Fairfax 
Court-Honse;  and  although  the  act  was  sujiposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  a  band  of  guerrilla  Texas  rangers  still  Craggs  was  believed 
to  have  been  in  daily  communication  witli  them.  A  release  on  parole 
of  honor  was  tendered  him  specifying  that  he  should  not  leave  the 
District  of  Columbia  without  permission.  This  he  declined  giving  as 
a  reason  that  it  would  prevent  him  from  visiting  his  home.  The  said 
Craggs  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
day  previous  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(February  21, 1862,  ordered  released.  February  22, 1862,  released  on 
parole  and  not  to  leave  the  District  of  Columbia.) 

Richard  H.  Bayliss  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  14, 1862.  There  is 
no  evidence  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charges 
Bayliss  was  arrested.  Said  Richard  H.  Bayliss  remained  in  custody 
at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Bushrod  W.  Bayliss  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  14, 1862.  There  are 
no  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge 
he  was  arrested.  Said  Bayliss  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

William  Ward  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman  and 
committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  15,  1862.  There  are  no 
pajiers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charges  he 
was  arrested.  A  letter  from  Ward  shows  that  he  was  on  jiarole  not  to 
leave  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore  January  20,  1862.  Said  Ward 
remained  on  parole  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 

*  See  p.  204 ;  also  p.  234  for  Allen's  report  lu  case  of  Craggs. 
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order  of  tlie  War  Departnieiit  of  the  prccediiiK  day  lie  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department.     (Ordered  released  February  21, 

1862.) 

INFatthew  Plaskettwas  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman  and 
committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  15,  1862.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charges  he 
.  was  arrested.  Said  Plaskett  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department. 

This  person  [Forrest  Olden]  was  arrested  by  order  of  (General 
Heintzelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  15,1862. 
There  are  no  papers  on  lile  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  upon 
what  charges  he  was  arrested.  Tlie  said  Forrest  Olden  remained  in 
custody  at  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity 
Avitli  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  cliarge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released 
February  21, 1862.    Eeleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

William  Hick  was  arrested  January  15,  1862,  by  General  Heintzel- 
man and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers 
on  tile  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  what  the  charges  were 
against  this  man.  He  remained  in  the  Old  Cajjitol  Prison  February 
15, 1862,  wiien  in  conformity  with  an  order  from  the  War  Department 
of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Depart- 
ment. (Eeleased  on  parole  not  to  leave  the  District  of  Columbia 
February  22, 1862.) 

John  Haislip  was  arrested  January  15,  1862,  by  order  of  General 
Heintzelman  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  in  the  Departmet  of  State  showing  the  charges  against 
this  man.  He  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department.  (February  22,  1862,  released  on  parole  not  to  leave  the 
District.) 

James  Haisli]>  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman  and 
committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  15,  1862.  There  are  no 
papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge  he 
was  arrested.  Said  Haislip  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Ca])itol 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  w'as  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  February 
22, 1862,  refused  to  give  parole  not  to  leave  the  District.) 

Daniel  Hibler  was  placed  under  military  arrest  in  Kentucky  about 
the  15th  of  January,  1862,  for  having  in  December,  1861,  murdered  a 
soldier  who  was  on  sentinel  guard  by  shooting  him  through  the  head. 
Hibler  was  badly  wounded  at  the  same  time  by  a  fellow-soldier  of  the 
murdered  man,  but  recovered.  He  was  a  violent  secessionist  and  had 
in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  purchased  about  eighty  minie  rities  to 
arm  n.  Kentuckv  rebel  company.    His  shooting  the  soldier  was  repre- 
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sented  to  have  beeu  a  deliberate  murder.  It  was  advised  by  Hon, 
Garrett  Davis  that  Hibler  be  tried  by  military  court-martial.  No  infor- 
mation has  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  what 
disposition  was  made  of  his  case  by  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of 
Kentucky. 

This  person  [M.  J.  Farrington]  was  arrested  by  oi'der  of  the  military 
authorities  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  15, 180:3. 
There  are  no  papers  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  Avhat 
charge  he  was  arrested.  Said  Farrington  remained  in  custody  at  the 
Old  Capitol  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department.    (Ordered  released  February  21,  1862.) 

This  person  [John  Digney]  was  arrested  January  17, 1862,  by  order 
of  General  Hooker  and  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are 
no  papers  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  where  or  upon  what 
charges  he  was  arrested.  He  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  February  15,  1802,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.     (March  3, 1862,  ordered  released.) 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  relative  to 
this  case  [Charles  H.  P.  Coel  was  a  letter  from  Coe  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  dated  at  Fort  Lafayette  January  19,  1862,  making 
certain  j)ropositions  for  his  release,  among  others  that  he  might  be 
allowed  upon  his  parole  of  honor  to  proceed  to  liichmond,  Va.,  lor 
the  purpose  of  effecting  an  exchange  for  himself,  thus  confessing  his 
disloyalty  and  treason.  January  25, 1802,  Major-Cieneral  Dix  informed 
the  Secretary  of  State  that  Coe  was  a  man  of  little  importance  and 
recoujmended  his  exchange.  An  order  was  accordingly  issued  Febru- 
ary 14, 1802,  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  discharge  Coe  on  his  giving 
his  parole  of  honor  to  return  to  that  fort  within  thirty  days  unless 
within  twenty  days  Mr.  E.  B.  Boutwell,  then  held  a  prisoiier  by  the 
insurgents  at  Eichmond,  Ya.,  should  be  unconditionally  released  and 
sent  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  The  said  Charles  H.  P.  Coe 
having  given  the  required  parole  of  honor  was  released  February  19, 
1862. 

This  person  [John  F.  C.  Offutt]  was  arrested  by  order  of  (General 
Banks  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  20, 1802.  He  was 
charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  employ  of  the  rebels.  Said  J.  F.  C. 
Ottutt  remained  in  custody  at  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

O,  F.  Potter  was  arrested  by  the  provost-marshal  of  Kockville  and 
sent  by  General  Stone,  commanding  that  division,  to  Washington  and 
committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  20, 1802.  Potter  Avas 
charged  with  being  a  rebel  spy  and  with  intending  to  enter  the  insur- 
gent States  on  an  unlawful  errand.  He  remained  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the 
War  Department  of  the  i^receding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  31, 1802.  Released 
on  Tiamlft  February  22.  1802.1 
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Daniel  B.  Harrington,  a  deserter  from  Tatnall's  rebel  fleet,  was  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Lafayette  January  21, 1862.  Harrington  rejiresents  in 
a  letter  dateil  January  28,  1862,  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State  that  lie  was 
wrecked  at  sea  and  escaped  in  a  small  boat  to  Key  West  where  he  was 
impressed  in  the  Confederate  Navy ;  that  he  deserted  the  first  opportu- 
nity and  was  taken  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Wabash  where  he  took 
tlie  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  released  February  0, 1862,  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Francis  CoUohan  was  one  of  a  party  of  six  who  deserted  and  escaped 
from  the  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy-Yard,  P'la.,  and  went  to  Fort 
Pickens  from  whence  they  were  taken  in  the  U.  S.  steamer  lihode 
Island  to  Philadelphia  and  thence  transferred  January  21, 1802,  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  January  26, 1802,  Collohan  was  released  uj)on  taking  the 
oatli  of  allegiance  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Tunothy  Conovan  was  one  of  a  party  of  six  who  deserted  and  escaped 
from  the  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy- Yard,  Fla.,  and  went  to  Fort 
Pickens  from  whence  they  were  taken  in  tlie  U.  S.  steamer  Rhode 
Island  to  Philadelphia  and  transferred  January  21, 1802,  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. January  20, 1862,  Conovan  was  released  upon  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Edward  English  was  (me  of  a  party  of  six  who  deserted  and  escaped 
from  the  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy-Yard,  Fla.,  and  went  to  Fort 
Pickens  from  wlience  they  were  taken  in  the  U.  S.  steamer  Ehode 
Island  to  Philadelpliia  and  were  transferred  January  21, 1862,  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  English  was  released 
upon  taking  tlie  oath  of  allegiance  January  26, 18G2. 

Alfred  Johnson  was  one  of  a  party  of  six  persons  who  deserted  and 
escaped  from  tlic  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy- Yard,  Fla.,  and  went 
to  Fort  Pickens  from  whence  they  weie  taken  in  the  U.  S.  steamer 
lihode  Island  to  Philadelphia  and  thencte  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette 
January  21, 1862.  Johnson  was  released  January  26, 1862,  upon  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Joseph  Parker  was  one  of  six  persons  who  deserted  and  escaped 
from  the  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy- Yard,  Fla.,  and  went  to  Fort 
Pickens  from  whence  they  were  taken  in  the  U.  S,  steamer  Rhode 
Island  to  Philadelphia  and  were  transferred  January  21, 1862,  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  Parker  was  released  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance 
January  26,  1862,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

James  Smith  was  one  of  a  party  of  six  who  deserted  and  escaped 
from  the  insurgents  at  Warrington  Navy- Yard,  Fla.,  and  went  to  Fort 
Pickens  from  whence  they  were  taken  in  the  U.  S.  steamer  Rhode 
Island  to  Philadelphia  and  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  Jan- 
nary  21,  1862.  January  20,  1862,  Smith  was  released  upon  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  by  order  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State. 

Sidney  Bennett  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  January  24, 1862.  He  was  charged 
with  having  used  highly  treasonable  and  disloyal  language  whilst  serv- 
ing as  landsman  on  board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Santee  then  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.    The  said  Sidney  Bennett  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafay- 
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ette  February  15, 1862,  wheu  iu  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department. 

Jackson  Benman  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Fitz- John  Porter 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  24, 1862.  No  papers 
have  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  ou  what 
charges  the  arrest  of  this  person  was  made.  The  said  Jackson  Ben- 
man  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862, 
when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  tlie  pre- 
ceding day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

January  24, 1862,  a  letter  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
from  the  Post-Offlce  Department  inclosing  a  letter  written  by  W.  I. 
Easin,  dated  as  follows:  "Headquarters  Second  Maryland  Eegiment 
Volunteers,  C.  S.  Army,  Camp  Lowe,  two  miles  from  Richmond,  Va., 
October  29,  1861."  The  following  extracts  from  the  letter  show  the 
character  and  rebel  sympathy  of  the  writer,  viz : 

*  '  '*  I  hope  John  you  will  not  let  the  simple  fact  of  my  being  a  rebel  turn  the 
friendship  you  once  had  for  me  to  hatred  as  it  has  done  nearly  all  of  those  in  the 
North  who  were  once  my  friends.  '\*  *  If  you  should  be  so  foolish  as  to  join 
Lincoln's  army  never  come  to  Virginia  or  Maryland. 

WILLIAM  I.  RASIN, 
Major  Second  Maryland  Segint^nt,  C.  ^.  Army. 

Easin  was  arrested  at  TJnionville,  Md.,  about  the  1st  of  February, 
1862,  by  a  Government  agent  acting  under  orders  received  from  the 
Department  of  State.  The  Government  oflicer  in  his  report  of  his 
arrest  of  Easin  states  that  "no  letters  or  ])apers  of  importance  were 
found  in  his  possession.  *  *  *  Easin  admits  that  he  wrote  this 
letter  (meaning  the  letter  above  alluded  to).  The  Secretary  of  State 
directed  Easin  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  Brigadier-Generiil  Porter, 
provost-marshal  of  Washington,  February  4, 1862.  The  said  William 
I.  Easin  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in  Washington 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department. 

Under  date  of  January  24,  1862,  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix  informed 
the  Secretary  of  State*  that  there  were  twelve  persons  confined  as 
prisoners  in  Fort  McHenry  (names  not  given)  whom  he  desired  to  have 
transferred  to  some  other  fort;  that  "they  were  arrested  the  week 
before  at  a  place  of  rendezvous  from  whence  they  were  to  go  into  the 
insurgent  States."  In  compliance  with  that  request  an  order  was 
issued  January  25, 1862,  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Gen- 
eral Dix  to  have  the  said  twelve  prisoners  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
and  requesting  him  to  furnish  the  Department  with  their  names  and 
the  proofs  on  which  they  were  held  in  custody.  William  Gross  with 
his  companions  was  accordingly  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  but  the 
])roofs  on  which  he  was  held  in  custody  have  not  been  received  at  the 
Department  of  State.  The  said  William  Gross,  Isaac  H.  Weaver, 
Amos  Thompson,  Edward  H.  McCubbin  and  Patrick  O'Brien  remained 
in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1863,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  tlie  preceding  day  they  were 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Eeleased  on  parole 
February  22, 1862.) 

*  See  Dix  to  Seward  p.  198. 
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Eobert  W.  Buckles  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Olney,  111.,  January  28,  1862,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that  State  and 
conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  engaged 
with  others  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with  tlie  rebels  in  Ken- 
tucky, furnishing  them  with  rifles  and  medicines.  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips, 
of  Illinois,  states  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  January  24, 
18H2,  that  the  evidence  of  the  guilty  practices  of  Buckles  and  his  asso- 
ciates is  clear  and  unquestionable.  The  said  Eobert  W.  Buckles  remained 
in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  an  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 

O.  Norris  Bryan  was  arrested  January  28, 1862,  at  his  home  in  Charles 
County,  Md.,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  complaint  of  L,  C. 
Baker  and  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol.  His  secession  proclivities  were 
proven  from  several  letters  accompanying  the  report  of  his  arrest  all 
of  which  contain  strong  rebel  sentiments.  Samuel  Barker  testifies  that 
he  knows  Bryan  well  and  that  he  has  often  heard  him  abuse  the 
United  States  Government  in  the  bitterest  manner  and  express  for  the 
Confederate  States  the  warmest  sympathy.  These  expressions  were 
made  in  the  most  public  manner  on  the  steam-boat  Thomas  Colyer. 
Before  and  after  his  arrest  he  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
The  said  Bryan  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. 

John  Hipkins,  jr.,  alias  Edward  E.  Piatt,  was  arrested  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Isavy  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette  January  28, 
1862.  This  person  shipped  in  the  U.  S.  service  on  the  sloop-of-war 
Yincennes  but  afterward  refused  to  fight  for  the  Government,  alleging 
that  his  parents  lived  in  Virginia  and  he  could  not  fight  against  the 
rebels  of  that  State.  The  said  John  Hipkins  remained  in  custody  in 
Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  aii  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. 

Thomas  Mathews  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
at  Olney,  111.,  January  28,  1862,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that  State 
and  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  (jharged  with  having  been 
engaged  with  others  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels 
in  Kentucky,  furnishing  them  with  rifles  and  medicines.  U.  S.  Mar- 
shal Phillips,  of  Illinois,  states  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  January  24, 1862,  that  the  evidence  of  the  guilty  practices  of 
]\Iathews  and  his  associates  is  clear  and  unquestionable.  The  said 
Thomas  ]\Iathews  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February 
15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  witli  the  order  of  the  War  Department 
of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Depart- 
ment. (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Eeleased  on  parole  Feb- 
ruary 22, 1862.) 

Thomas  O'Leary  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
Olney,  111.,  January  28, 1862,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that  State  and 
conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  having  been 
engaged  with  others  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels 
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in  Kentucky,  furnishing  them  with  rifles  and  medicines.  TJ.  S.  Mar- 
shal Phillips,  of  Illinois,  states  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  January  24, 1862,  that  the  evidence  of  the  guilty  practices  of 
O'Leary  and  his  associates  is  clear  and  unquestionable.  The  said 
Thomas  O'Leary  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

John  Eigal  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Olney, 
111.,  January  28, 1862,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that  State  and  conveyed 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  having  been  engaged  with 
others  in  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  with  the  rebels  in  Kentucky, 
furnishing  them  with  rifles  and  medicines.  IT.  S.  Marshal  Phillips,  of 
Illinois,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  January  24, 
1862,  states  that  the  evidence  of  the  guilty  practices  of  Eigal  and  his 
associates  is  clear  and  unquestionable.  The  said  John  Eigal  remained 
in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Deijartmeut. 

Eepresentations  having  been  received  from  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  the 
southern  district  of  Illinois  that  certain  parties  in  th.at  district  were 
disloyal  and  carrying  on  an  illegal  traffic  with  the  insurrectionary 
States  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  January  28, 
1862,  to  U.  S.  Marshal  Phillips  for  their  arrest.  The  U.  S.  marshal 
reported  by  telegraph  that  he  had  made  the  arrests  mentioned  and  also 
seized  a  Mrs.  II.  M.  Wood-  and  William  .Smith  and  asking  what  he 
should  do  with  them.  In  reply  the  Secretary  of  State  directed  the 
marshal  to  take  them  all  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  said  William  Smith 
remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Wood,  of  Nashville,  Teiin.,  or  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  was 
arrested  in  Illinois  about  the  28th  of  January,  1862,  by  U.  S.  Marshal 
D.  L.  Phillips,  of  that  State,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was 
conveyed  to  Washington,  I).  C,  and  there  placed  under  surveillance. 
She  was  charged  with  having  procured  in  New  York  with  the  aid  of 
others  material  for  a  paper  mill  and  was  conveying  the  same  South  for 
the  use  of  the  insurgents.  The  said  Mrs.  H.  M.  Wood  remained  under 
surveillance  in  Washington,  D.  C,  February  15,  1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
she  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released  oil 
giving  parole  to  report  to  Seth  C.  Hawley,  New  York,  and  give  testi- 
mony before  the  grand  jury  February  20,  1862.  Reported  to  S.  0. 
Hawley  February  23,  1862.) 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Departmeiit  of  State  relative  to 
this  i>erson  [Cornelius  P.  Havens]  was  a  letter  dated  January  28, 1862, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  which  said  Havens  asked  to  be  released 
from  Fort  Lafayette.  It  appears  that  he  was  (Jiiptured  on  the  j)rize 
schooner  Venus  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  claimed  to  have  been  a  pas- 
senger. The  date  of  the  capture  of  the  Venus  or  when  he  was  committed 
to  Fort  Lafayette  has  not  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State.  The 
n,a,id  Cornelius  P.  Havens  remained  in  custody  February  15,  1862,  at 
Fort  Lafayette. 
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This  person  [Charles  Smith]  was  taken  on  the  prize  schooner  Venus 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  with  the  vessel  conveyed  to  New  York.  No 
information  in  regard  to  the  date  of  the  capture  of  the  vessel  or  when 
he  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  has  been  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  State.  Hei  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February 
1"),  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

This  person  [Jacob  Joliuson]  was  arrested  on  the  prize  schooner 
Venus  which  vessel  was  captured  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  time  of 
the  capture  of  the  vessel  or  when  Johnson  was  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  has  not  been  received  by  the  Department  of  State.  The 
said  Jacob  Johnson  remained  in  custody  February  W,  1862,  in  Fort 
Lafayette. 

This  person  [Andrew  Nelson]  was  captured  on  the  prize  schooner 
Venus  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  witli  others  of  the  crew  of  that 
vessel  was  brought  to  New  York  and  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The 
date  of  the  capture  or  tlie  time  when  Nelson  and  his  companions  of 
the  Venus  were  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  has  not  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Department  of  State.  The  said  Andrew  Nelson  remained 
in  custody  in  Fort  Lafayette  February  15,  1862. 

This  person  [Peter  Hanson]  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  prize  schooner 
Venus  captured  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  was  brought  to  New  York 
and  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  date  of  the  capture  or  when 
Hanson  and  the  crew  of  the  Venus  were  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
has  not  been  communicated  to  the  Department  of  State.  The  said 
Peter  Hanson  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862. 

This  person  1  Charles  Eastwood]  was  taken  on  the  prize  schooner 
Venus  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  with  the  vessel  conveyed  to  New 
York.  No  information  in  regard  to  the  date  of  the  capture  of  the  ves- 
sel or  when  Eastwood  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  has  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State.  The  said  Charles  Eastwood 
remained  in  custody  February  15, 1862,  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

This  person  [Edward  Zickler]  was  captured  on  the  prize  schooner 
Venus  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  having  been  taken  to  New  York  was 
placed  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  date  of  the  capture  of  the  vessel  or 
when  Zickler  whs  connnitted  to  Fort  Lafayette  has  not  been  received  at 
the  Department  of  State.  The  said  Edward  Zickler  remained  in  cus- 
tody at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 1862. 

This  man  [Alex.  L.  McKenzie]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Heintzelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  January  29, 
1862.  There  are  no  papers  on  iile  in  the  Department  of  State  showing 
upon  what  charges  he  was  arrested.  Said  A.  L.  McKenzie  remained 
in  custody  at  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 18(52,  when  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Dei)artment  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released  on  parole  and  not 
to  leave  the  District  February  22, 1862.) 

James  Potter  was  arrested  January  30,  1862,  by  Brigadier-General 
Heintzelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  Potter  was 
charged  with  strong  secession  sympathies  and  aiding  the  rebels  in  arms 
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against  the  Government.  He  remained  in  confinement  February  15, 
18(i2,  when  in  conformity  with  an  order  of  the  preceding  day  from  the 
War  Department  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 
(Released  March  24, 1862.) 

This  man  [Horace  W.  Bridges]  was  mate  of  the  brig  Joseph  which 
was  captured  by  the  privateer  Savannah.  He  was  kept  in  custody  at 
Philadelphia  as  a  witness  against  said  privateer.  He  was  dischairged 
January  30, 1862. 

This  man  [James  J.  Babbage]  was  mate  of  the  brig  Cuba  which  was 
captured  by  the  privateer  Sumter  and  a  prize  crew  ])ut  on  board.  The 
crew  of  the  Cuba  afterward  recaptured  that  vessel  and  brought  her 
with  the  Sumter's  prize  crew  into  the  port  of  New  York.  Babbage  and 
the  rest  of  the  Cuba's  crew  were  taken  into  custody  as  witnesses  against 
the  Sumter's  prize  crew.    Babbage  was  released  January  30, 1862. 

Josiah  E.  Bailey  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Porter  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  1, 1862.  He  was  charged 
with  being  a  spy  in  the  employ  of  the  rebels.  Said  Bailey  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Jose  English  was  arrested  at  Ship  Islan<l,  Miss.,  and  by  order  of 
Major-General  Butler  sent  to  Fort  Warren  February  2, 1862.  He  was 
charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  rebel  service.  Said  English  remained 
in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February 
21, 1862.    Released  February  22, 1862.) 

Gurden  Pendleton  was  arrested  February  4, 1862,  by  D.  H.  Carr, 
U.  S.  marshal  of  the  district  of  Connecticut,  at  Stonington  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Pendleton  was  a  strong  rebel  sympiathizer  and 
did  what  he  could  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men  in  the  U.  S.  service. 
He  made  use  of  the  following  expressions  intlie  most  public  manner  on 
the  15th  of  January,  to  wit:  "I  hope  to  God  that  every  Northern  man 
who  goes  to  fight  the  Southerners  will  be  killed,  and  leave  his  bones  to 
bleach  there.    This  is  a  most  unjust  war  against  them.    Your  President 

Lincoln  is  a  villain  and  a  d d  liar,"  and  much  more  to  the  same  effect. 

Pendleton  was  taken  before  F.  A.  Palmer,  notary  public,  where  he  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations  that  he  was  to  hold  no  cor- 
resiwndence  with  persons  residing  in  the  insurgent  States.  He  was 
thereupon  released. 

This  person  [Calvert  Beach]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heint- 
zelman  and  committed  to  the  Old  Cajntol  Prison  February  5, 1862.  No 
papers  have  been  received  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what 
charges  the  arrest  was  made.  The  said  Calvert  Beach  remained  in 
custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  wlien  in  conformity 
with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  i^receding  day  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 


Suspected  and  disloyal  persons.  347 

This  person  [E.  C.  Ostrander]  was  arrested  by  order  of  General 
Smith  and  committed  to  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  5, 18G2.  There 
are  no  papers  on  filein  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charges 
he  was  arrested.  Said  E.  0.  Ostrander  remained  in  custody  at  Old 
Capitol  Prison  February  15,  1862,  when  in  comformity  with  the  order 
of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to 
the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862. 
Keleased  on  parole  February  22, 1862.) 

This  person  [John  L.  Shults]  was  arrested  by  L.  C.  Baker,  esq,,  an 
agent  of  Government  in  Washington,  about  the  5th  of  February,  1862. 
February  5,  1862,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
directing  L.  C.  Baker  to  deliver  said  Shults  to  the  charge  of  the  T7.  S. 
marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia  which  was  done.  He  was  not 
regarded  either  as  a  prisoner  of  war  or  a  political  prisoner  of  state. 

Vance  L.  Trumble  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Heintzelman 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  5, 1862.  There  are 
no  papers  on  file  at  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  charge 
he  was  arrested.  Said  Trumble  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War 
Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of 
that  Department.  (Ordered  released  February  21, 1862.  Released  on 
parole  February  22, 1862.) 

B.  H.  Jenkins  was  arrested  February  5,  1862,  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  by 
an  agent  of  the  Government  charged  with  being  a  spy  and  having 
recently  been  in  the  rebel  array  acting  as  sutler  and  contractor.  By 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  February  5,  1862,  Jenkins  was 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington.  The  report 
of  L.  C.  Baker,  a  Government  agent  who  examined  the  person  and 
papers  taken  from  Jenkins,  shows  that  Jenkins  had  with  him  at  the 
time  of  his  arrest  passes  issued  by  both  civil  and  military  officers  of 
the  rebel  government;  also  orders  for  cars  to  transport  lumber.  After 
his  arrest  Jenkins  admitted  that  he  voted  for  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion in  Virginia,  and  voluntarily  stated  that  he  was  interested  in  a 
sutlership  in  the  Confederate  army  at  Manassas  Junction  up  to  October 
last.  The  said  B.  H.  Jenkins  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  in  Washington  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Abraham  Hornbeck  was  arrested  by  General  Smith  February  7, 1862, 
and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  There  are  no  papers  in  the 
Department  of  State  showing  the  charges  against  this  man.  He 
remained  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceduig  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department.  (Released  Feb- 
ruary 22, 1862.) 

Mahlon  H.  Janney  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Banks  and  con- 
fined in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  8, 1862.  There  are  no  papers 
on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  showing  on  what  cliarges  this  man 
was  arrested.  The  said  Janney  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison  till  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the 
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War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge 
of  that  Department.  (Eeleased  on  parole  not  to  leave  the  District  of 
Columbia  February  22,  1862.) 

Eev.  J.  E.  Stevrart,  of  Alexandria,  was  arrested*  by  S.  W.  Morton, 
a  Government  agent,  February  9, 1862,  for  omitting  to  read  the  ])ra.yer 
for  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  for  Congress  and  declining 
to  do  so  after  being  twice  requested.  The  fact  of  the  arrest  having 
been  brought  before  the  Secretary  of  State  he  referred  the  matter  to 
(General  JMontgomery,  the  military  governor  of  Alexandria,  to  take 
such  action  as  he  deemed  advisable  for  the  public  interest. 

The  only  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  concern- 
ing this  man  [John  Barneto]  is  contained  in  a  letter  dated  February 
11,  1862,  from  Lieut.  Col.  W.  Hofiinan,  commanding  at  Camp  Chase, 
Ohio,  stating  that  he  has  been  informed  by  direction  of  Governor  Tod, 
of  Ohio,  that  John  Barneto,  a  prisoner  at  Camp  Chase,  had  been 
released. 

Warren  Curtis  was  arrested  in  Virginia,  February  13, 1S62,  by  order 
of  General  F.  J.  Porter  and  committed  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  He 
was  charged  with  being  a  spy.  Having  obtained  a  pass  to  cross  the 
Potomac  to  visit  relatives  be  made  his  way  to  the  outer  lines  of  the 
U.  S.  Army  without  trying  to  accomplish  his  pretended  object.  The 
said  Warren  Curtis  remained  in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Feb 
ruary  ]5, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department.     (Released  March  25, 1802.) 

Dr.  Robert  Barclay  arrested  February  18,  1862,  by  Provost  Marshal- 
General  Farrar  [at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.J,  for  general,  open  and  avowed  dis- 
loyalty.    (Specifications  not  on  file.) 

The  only  information  had  at  the  Department  of  State  concerning  this 
man  [Matthew  Bright]  is  in  a  letter  dated  February  1 8, 18G2,  from  Lieut. 
Col.  W.  Hoffman,  commanding  at  Camp  Chase,  stating  that  he  has  been 
informed  by  direction  of  Governor  Tod,  of  Ohio,  that  Bright,  a  prisoner 
at  Camp  Chase,  had  been  released. 

J.  B.  Burnett  arrested  February  18, 1862,  by  Provost-Marshal-General 
Farrar  [at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.],  for  general,  open  and  avowed  disloyalty. 

George  J.  Jones  arrested  February  20,  1862,  by  Provost-Marshal 
Leighton  [at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.],  for  publishing  for  circulation  in  hand- 
bill form  treasonable  and  libelous  articles  from  English  journals  with 
view  of  aiding  and  assisting  the  rebel  cause.  Prisoner  is  a  British 
subject.    Case  under  examination  March  3. 

Ambrose  McFaul  arrested  February  28,  1862,  by  Provost-Marshal 
Leighton  [at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.],  for  treasonable  laiiguage  publicly  and 
in  presence  of  soldiers. 

*  See  pp.  212, 213, 219, 220  for  correspondence  relating  to  Stewart's  arrest. 
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The  following-named  persons  were  arrested  by  the  military  author- 
ities of  the  Department  of  the  West.  The  only  information  relative 
to  them  on  file  in  the  Department  orf  State  is  contained  in  a  report 
dated  March  3, 1862,  of  George  E.  Leighton,  provost-marshal  of  Saint 
Louis,  giving  the  names  of  the  x»arties  arrested  and  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  them,  viz:  Charles  Elliott  charged  with  smuggling 
goods  to  Memphis,  Stephen  Stott*  charged  with  bridge  burning, 
Ambrose  McFaul  charged  with  treasonable  language  expressed  pub- 
licly and  in  the  presence  of  soldiers,  E.  M.  Mabie  charged  with  carry- 
ing contraband  correspondence  to  and  from  the  South,  William  H. 
lloberts  charged  with  treasonable  language  in  public,  W.  C.  Jameson 
charged  with  conveying  correspondence  to  insurrectionary  States. 


Case  of  Richard  H.  Alvey. 

The  first  known  of  this  person  [Eichard  H.  Alvey]  at  the  Department 
of  State  was  by  a  letter  from  him  dated  Fort  Warren,  November  5, 
18(31,  in  Avhich  he  states  that  he  was  arrested  in  his  oflSce  at  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry  about  the  18th  of  June 
last  and  has  been  detained  there  and  at  Fort  Lafayette  and  Foi't  Warren 
ever  since.  He  asked  his  release  on  grounds  of  humanity,  but  as 
he  made  no  allegations  of  loyalty  inquiry  was  made  which  resulted  in 
his  being  oflered  his  release  on  the  18th  of  December,  1861,  upon  con- 
dition of  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  he  refused  making 
objection  to  the  form  of  the  oath  tendered  him.  Finally,  however,  he 
was  released  t>u  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  in  a  diit'erent  form  and 
giving  his  parole  not  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility  against  tlie  Govern- 
ment nor  to  go  into  any  seceded  State  during  the  war  nor  to  communi- 
cate with  any  person  in  any  such  State  and  to  report  himself  at  any 
place  of  conttnement  or  imprisonment  wheu  required  so  to  do.  This 
release  was  made  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1862. — From  Kecord  Boole, 
IStatc  Department,  '■'Arrests  for  Disloyalty P 

FoitT  LAFAYETTJi,  August  8,  1861. 
[Hon.  John  Thompson  Mason.] 

Deak  Judge:  I  wrote  to  you  immediately  upon  my  arrival  here, 
but  as  all  letters  and  correspondence  written  and  received  here  are 
subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the  commanding  officer  and  as  he 
informed  us  that  all  our  letters  had  been  forwarded  to  headquarters  of 
the  Army  I  take  it  for  granted  you  have  not  received  it  as  you  make 
no  mention  of  it  in  the  two  favors  received  here  from  you. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  you  for  your  kind  interposition  and 
I  sincerely  hope  that  by  a  renewal  of  your  efforts  at  Washington  you 
will  be  able  to  accomplish  my  release  from  this  place.  You  may  be 
sure  that  nothing  would  conduce  so  much  to  my  comfort  and  relief.  I 
am  greatly  surprised  that  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  a 
copy  of  the  paper  mentioned  in  your  letters.  The  report  was  certainly 
made  as  I  was  informed  by  several  parties.  Nor  can  I  see  the  sense 
or  reason  for  the  delay.  I  hope  Doctor  Wharton  may  be  able  to  pro- 
cure the  paper  or  a  letter  from  Mr.  Addison,  such  as  seems  to  be 
required  at  Washington.    I  think  surely  that  the  Government  will  not 

*  c!„„  v^,  i^  this  Series,  p.  404,  for  trial  of  Stephen  Stott. 
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persist  in  detaining  nie  liere  when  it  is  fully  assured  by  its  own  officials 
after  an  examination  such  us  has  been  made  that  there  is  no  case 
against  nie  sustainable  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  land. 

We  are  all  -^ell,  and  Messrs.  Howard,  Gatcliell  and  Davis  desire  to 
be  kindly  remembered  to  you.  If  you  have  an  opportunity  please  see 
Judge  Bartol  or  Mr.  Dobbin,  either  of  Avhom  will  I  am  sure  see  Mr. 
Addison  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  procure  from  him  whatever  state- 
ment he  is  willing  to  make  with  reference  to  the  examination  of  the 
case.  I  wrote  to  Brent  the  day  after  my  arrival  here  but  I  suppose  he 
has  not  received  the  letter.  My  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Mason  and  all 
your  family,  and  hoping  soon  to  see  you  all, 
I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

R.  H.  ALVEY. 

P.  S. — Direct  your  communications  to  mo  in  care  of  Lieutenant 
Wood  at  this  fort.  Colonel  Burke  is  commanding  the  post  including 
both  forts,  Hamilton  and  this,  but  Lieutenant  Wood  is  in  command  at 
this  fort. 

11.  n.  A. 


Washington,  Septemher  ;.\  18(11. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Dear  Sib  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  the  bearer  the  Hon.  John 
Thompson  Mason,  of  Maryland,  who  desires  to  make  some  explanations 
respecting  Mr.  Alvey.  Mr.  Alvey  was  arrested  some  tinje  since  at 
Frederick  and  Judge  3Iason  thinks  has  been  detained  from  oversight. 
I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  give  him  a  hearing. 

Yours,  truly,  " 

M.  BLAIR. 


FoKT  Warren,  November  5, 1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  /Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  a  prisoner  kept  in  confinement  since  about  the 
18th  of  June  last.  I  was  arrested  in  my  ofiice  at  Hagerstown,  Md., 
and  have  been  detained  in  the  several  forts  of  McHenry,  Lafayette 
and  this  (Warren)  ever  since.  Immediately  upon  my  arrest  I  requested 
and  urged  a  speedy  investigation  but  though  two  several  grand  juries 
have  sat  in  the  Maryland  district  since  the  arrest  no  action  has  been 
had  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  imprisonment  has  not  oidy  been  exceed- 
ingly onerous  to  me  personally  but  has  in  a  great  measure  effected 
ruinous  consequences  to  my  family,  they  being  entirely  dependent  upon 
ray  professional  labors  which  have  not  only  been  suspended  but  my 
business  itself  mainly  destroyed  and  lost.  I  write  now  simply  to  ask 
of  you  that  you  will  order  my  release.  If  the  Government  entertaining 
any  suspicion  or  apprehension  of  hostile  purposes  on  my  part  shall 
exact  as  a  condition  of  my  release  any  guaranty  I  would  be  willing  to 
give  my  parole  to  commit  no  act  of  hostility,  or  to  enter  into  a  recog- 
nizance to  appear  in  the  proper  court  to  answer  any  accusation  that 
may  be  preferred  against  mc. 

Hoping  that  your  determination  may  be  favorable  to  my  request, 
am  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  ALVEY. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  7,  1861. 
EicHARD  Bates,  Esq., 

Chief  Clerk,  Attorney-GeneraVs  Office. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  State  directs  ine  to  refer  to  your  office  the 
accompauying  letter*  to  liim  of  the  SOtli  ultimo  from  William  Schley,  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  letter  to  that  gentleman  from  the  U.  S.  attorney 
there,  and  to  remark  that  as  the  Mr.  Alvey  referred  to  is  understood 
to  have  been  arrested  by  judicial  process  the  expediency  of  his  dis- 
charge is  most  properly  a  question  for  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General. 

1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTBll, 

Chief  Cleric 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  10,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

(tENEral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information 
some  paperst  relative  to  liichard  H.  Alvey,  a  Maryland  prisoner  at  Fort 
Warren.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  examine  and  return  them  to 
uie  with  any  additional  information  in  your  possession  and  with  such 
suggestions  as  you  may  have  to  make? 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Attorney-General's  Office,  December  11, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  State. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  conversation  (last  Friday  I  think)  at  coun- 
cil about  the  imprisonment  of  Richard  H.  Alvey,  of  Baltimore,  I  under- 
stood yon  to  say  that  Alvey  was  in  judicial  arrest  and  that  he  was  sub- 
ject to  be  disposed  of  by  the  judicial  authority.  Consequently  I  wrote 
to  the  district  attorney  at  Baltimore  whose  answer  I  transmit  herewith 
for  your  inspection.  If  he  is  not  held  as  a  political  prisoner  I  think 
he  had  better  be  discharged. 

Most  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES. 

[InclosnrB.] 

Office  of  IJ.  S.  Attorney, 

Baltimore,  December  9, 1861. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates,  Attorney-General,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  7th  instant  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Richard  H.  Alvey.  It  was 
written  evidently  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Alvey  is  a  prisoner  in 
this  State  and  under  the  control  of  the  civil  authorities.  Mr.  Alvey  is  a 
prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  in  Massachusetts,  where  I  apprehend  my  orders 
would  not  be  respected.  In  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  which  you 
invest  me  with  I  should  were  he  here  instantly  order  his  discharge,  and 
if  it  was  the  purpose  of  your  Department  to  give  me  authority  in  the 
premises  I  beg  that  this  letter  may  be  considered  as  an  order  to  that 

*  Not  found.  t  See  preceding  correspondence. 


352  PKISONERS    OF   WAR,    ETC 


effe(ft.     I  am  acquainted  with  no  facts  warranting  liis  further  deten- 
tion.    On  the  contrary  I  believe  that  justice  to  the  prisoner  and  the 
honor  of  the  Government  alike  demand  his  immediate  release. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  MEADE  ADDISON, 

JJ.  S.  Attorney. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Decemher  13, 18(11. 
Lieut.  Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren. 

Sir:  Let  Eichard  H.  Alvey,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  into  any  of  the  States  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States 
without  jiermission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he  will 
not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrec- 
tion. I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  lias 
been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be 
made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged 
from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper 
papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  tlie  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAIID, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  Deocmher  II,  imi. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  response  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  *  *  *  i  know 
nothing  of  Eichard  H.  Alvey.  lie  was  sent  here  from  the  Upper  Poto- 
mac. I  respectfully  suggest  that  persons  who  have  been  long  in  con- 
finement Avithout  specific  charges  against  them  should  be  released  on 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  This  it  is  supposed  is  such  a  case.  The 
papers  in  his  case  are  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtijor-General. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  7)eccmher  19,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  After  an  imprisonment  of  six  mouths  (since  18th  of  June  last) 
I  was  yesterday  offered  release  upon  terms  of  taking  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance and  stipulating  to  observe  certain  other  conditions.  I  extremely 
regret  that  the  terms  of  the  tendered  release  were  snch  as  I  could  not 
accept  consistently  with  self-respect  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  opinion  of 
those  with  whom  I  live  and  am  accustomed  to  associate.  However  will- 
ing and  ready  I  may  be  upon  all  lawful  occasions  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Government  (and  I  hold  myself  ready  upon  all  such 
occasions)  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  own  self-respect  to  become  the 
especial  object  of  tests  that  are  not  prescribed  to  all  others  bearing  the 
same  relation  to  the  Government  as  myself  (that  of  a  mere  private  citi- 
zen) nor  justified  by  any  law  of  the  land.    The  oath  of  allegiance  pro- 
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posed  has  never  been  by  any  legal  authority  as  you  are  aware  directed 
or  authorized  to  be  administered  to  the  citizen  as  such,  but  prescribed 
only  and  exclusively  to  a  certain  class  of  employes  of  the  Government. 
This  oath  then  when  proposed  to  me  is  entirely  extrajudicial  and  subjects 
me  to  a  test  to  which  other  citizens  are  exempt  and  in  my  conscientious 
view  of  the  matter  can  only  tend  to  degrade  and  humiliate  me  in  the 
estimation  of  myself  and  others  whose  good  opinion  I  value  and  esteem. 
If  the  oath  were  prescribed  by  any  law  of  the  land  to  the  citizens 
generally  or  any  occasion  offered  when  it  was  lawful  to  administer  it  I 
should  not  hesitate  about  it  or  in  the  least  object  to  it,  but  the  objec- 
tion now  is  that  it  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  me  or  to  any  other  pri- 
vate citizen,  and  in  submitting  to  its  illegal  administration  I  should 
humiliate  myself  and  forfeit  the  good  opinion  of  mankind.  This  feeling 
though  it  may  not  be  predicated  upon  the  same  reasoning  that  you  would 
suggest  yet  being  sincerely  and  conscientiously  entertained  I  hope  wiU 
be  appreciated.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  that  I  should  thus  state  the 
reason  for  declining  the  terms  of  the  tendered  release.  If  conditions  be 
exacted  of  me  I  am  willing  to  give  any  proper  parole  such  as  to  com- 
mit no  act  hostile  to  the  Government  and  not  to  go  into  the  seceded 
States  or  communicate  with  persons  therein.  This  I  feel  justified  in 
offering  because  of  the  great  necessity  for  my  being  out  of  prison  to 
attend  to  the  wants  of  my  family  and  the  requirements  of  my  business. 
I  must  therefore  again  request  that  you  will  order  my  release  without 
the  condition  of  taking  the  oath. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ALVEY. 


Washington,  December  27, 1861. 
F.  W.  Sewaed,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Dear  Sir:  It  seems  that  Alvey  has  felt  obliged  to  reject  the 
liberty  offered  to  him  because  of  the  oath  required.  It  is  very  silly  of 
him  I  think,  and  proceeds  entirely  from  the  sensitiveness  which  he  has 
for  the  ridicule  attached  to  it  by  still  more  silly  people.  I  do  not  see 
the  difference  between  that  which  I  herewith  inclose*  and  that  pro- 
posed by  the  Department  and  yet  he  is  willing  to  take  this  and  not 
that.  I  would  be  glad  if  the  Secretary  would  indulge  him  in  his  pref 
ereuce  and  let  him  return  to  his  family  which  really  needs  his  attention. 
Yours,  truly, 

M.  BLAIE. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  31, 1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  Postmaster-General. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  27th  instant  with  its  inclosure  has  been 

received.    Colonel  Dimick  has  been  directed  to  release  R.  H.  Alvey,  a 

prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  on  his  taking  the  oath  in  the  form 

Inclosed  by  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

"  Omitted  here.     See  p.  354  for  oath  finally  taken  by  Alvey. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  31, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  DnaiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir  :  Let  E.  H.  Alvey,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be  released 
on  taking  an  oath  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  commit  no  act  of  hostility  against  the  Government 
thereof,  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  he  will  not 
go  into  any  of  the  seceded  States  or  hold  any  commnnjcation  with  per- 
sons therein;  and  further  that  he  will  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
return  to  any  place  of  confinement  or  imprisonment  at  any  moment  he 
may  be  required  so  to  do  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or 
by  any  of  its  properly  constituted  officers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

r.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  6, 1862. 
I,  E.  H.  Alvey,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  that  I  wUl  not  commit  any  act  of  hostility  against  the 
Government  thereof,  and  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war  I  will  not  go  into  any  of  the  seceded  States  or  hold  any  communi- 
cation with  persons  therein ;  and  further  that  I  will  hold  myself  in 
readiness  to  return  to  any  place  of  confinement  or  imprisonment  at  any 
moment  I  may  be  required  so  to  do  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  by  any  of  its  properly  constituted  officers.    So  help  me  God. 

E.  H,  ALVEY. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor, 
Mass.,  this  the  6th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

J,  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Case  of  John  S.  Emerson. 

John  S.  Emerson  was  arrested  by  Lieut.  C.  H.  Shepard,  provost- 
marshal  of  Alexandria,  and  committed  to  the  city  jail,  Washington, 
by  order  of  General  Mansfield  June  23, 1861.  Emerson  was  formerly 
from  Memphis  where  he  was  employed  as  steam-boat  captain  on  the 
western  and  Mississippi  rivers.  He  left  there  in  May  and  came  to 
Alexandria,  passing  himself  off  as  Lieutenant  Hill,  of  the  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  claimed  to  have  been  wounded  while  passing  through 
Baltimore  with  that  regiment.  He  mingled  with  the  officers  and  men, 
talking  with  the  sentinels,  and  seemed  desirous  of  ascertaining  the 
position  and  strength  of  the  Union  forces  in  and  about  Alexandria. 
His  conduct  was  so  suspicious  that  he  was  finally  arrested  as  a  spy 
and  committed  as  stated  above.  He  was  released  on  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  October  17, 1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. — 
From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 

Washington,  "D.  C,  October  8, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  confined  in  the  jail  of  this  city  by  order  of  General 
Mansfield  over  three  mouths  and  I  would  respectfiilly  appeal  to  you  in 
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the  name  of  law,  justice  and  humanity  to  give  me  my  discharge  from 
this  horrid  place.  I  claim  to  be  loyal  to  the  Government  having  at  no 
time  said  or  done  anything  against  the  Constitution,  True  my  resi- 
dence has  been  m  Virginia;  I  was  born  in  Alexandria.  Va,,  but  have 
not  been  a  resident  of  Virginia  for  twenty  years,  1  have  not  been  in 
Virginia  for  nearly  six  years  up  to  the  time  of  my  arrest.  My  residence 
has  been  ever  since  1  left  Virginia  South  and  West;  my  busmess  that 
of  steam  boat  oflScer  and  merchant.  I  never  have  given  nor  will  I  ever 
give  any  aid  to  the  enemy  or  the  Southern  rebels.  My  situation  is 
truly  unpleasant  and  I  am  compelled  from  sickness  and  indisposition 
to  request  your  favor  in  my  case. 
Moat  respectfully, 

J,  S.  EMEKSON, 

Depaetmbnt  of  State,  Washington^  October  11, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Portek, 

Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  D.  G. 
General:  Herewith  1  inclose  to  you  a  communication  from  J,  S. 
Emerson,  a  prisoner  confined  in  this  city.     Will  you  have  the  goodness 
to  examine  his  case  and  return  to  me  with  this  inclosure  your  opinion 
thereon? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

[Inclosure.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jail,  October  8, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  with  all  due  respect  to  call  your  attention  to  my 
imprisonment  in  this  jail  by  order  of  General  Mansfield  under  the  sus- 
picion of  being  a  spy  or  political  prisoner,  I  have  been  confined  here 
some  three  months,  have  never  had  any  examination  and  do  not  know 
what  is  to  be  my  lot.  General  Mansfield  promised  me  nearly  three 
months  since  to  look  into  my  case  and  thought  it  more  than  possible  I 
would  soon  be  released.  The  papers  and  matter  of  my  arrest  were  laid 
before  General  Mansfield  by  Lieutenant  Shepard,  provost-marshal  of 
Alexandria,  by  whom  I  was  arrested,  and  up  to  this  time  nothing  has 
been  done  in  my  case.  I  would  be  under  many  obligations  if  I  can 
prevail  on  you  to  take  my  case  into  consideration  and  give  me  at  least 
my  doom, 

"Satisfied  I  am  that  I  am  no  secessionist  or  disloyalist.  I  never  have 
during  this  crisis  said  or  done  anything  against  this  present  adminis- 
tration. I  am  no  politician,  having  at  no  time  in  my  life  ever  took  sides 
with  either  party.  I  never  voted  at  a  Presidential  or  municipal  elec- 
tion in  my  life.  I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  Va. ;  my  parents 
and  relatives  reside  there;  I  have  not  been  a  resident  of  Virginia  for 
twenty  years;  have  not  been  in  Virginia  for  six  years  or  thereabouts 
until  last  June;  my  residence  has  been  South  and  West  ever  since  I 
left  Virginia;  my  business  has  been  that  of  steamboat  oificer  and 
merchant. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  you  in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity  to 
look  or  cause  to  be  looked  into  my  case,  for  this  place  where  I  am  now 
confined  is  horrible;  the  food  of  the  jail  is  more  than  miserable;  the 
stench  of  the  place  is  horrible;  the  quarters  where  myself  and  eight 
other  political  prisoners  are  confined  are  upon  the  same  floor  and  in 
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immediate  counectiou  with  the  quarters  of  the  negroes,  a  part  of  whom 
are  confined  to  their  bed  sick  with  various  diseases.  You  will  pardon 
this  lengthy  letter  but  I  am  compelled  to  seek  your  assistance.  I  claim 
to  be  loyal  to  the  Government  and  would  do  anything  in  my  power  to 
crush  this  rebellion.  My  only  apology  for  any  seeming  misconduct  on 
my  part  subjecting  me  to  incarceration  must  be  that  of  too  free  use  at 
the  time  of  drink. 

Most  respectfully, 

J.  S.  EMEESON. 


Hdqrs.  City  Gxjaed,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  JD.  C,  October  15,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  the  case  of  John  S.  Emerson,  a  prisoner  committed 
to  the  city  jail  about  the  2d  of  July  last  by  order  of  General  Mans- 
field on  the  charge  of  being  a  spy,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  request  that  it  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  prisoner 
and  the  meager  papers  in  the  case  that  he  is  a  native  of  Alexandria, 
Va.,  where  the  most  of  his  family  connections  reside;  that  he  is  about 
forty  years  of  age;  that  he  has  for  several  years  past  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  a  steam-boat  captain  on  Southern  and  Western  rivers,  princi- 
pally the  Mississippi ;  that  he  left  Memphis  in  April  last  on  account  of 
the  suspension  of  navigation  by  the  national  troubles  and  came  on  a 
visit  to  his  friends  in  Alexandria,  and  that  he  was  arrested  by  the 
provost-marshal  there  on  the  24:th  of  June  on  the  charge  of  being  a  spy 
and  sent  to  this  city  where  he  was  committed  to  the  jail  where  he  is 
now  confined  by  order  of  General  Mansfield.  The  following  is  the  rec- 
ord in  the  case,  as  per  copy  furnished  by  Justice  Donn : 

Alexandria,  J'Uly  $,  1861. 
Prisoner  John  S.  EmeTBon  (alias  Lieutenant  Hill)  was  arrested  by  myself  on  the 
suppoeitiou  that  he  was  a  spy.  He  has  been  aiound  the  camps  and  inside  the  lines 
and  made  himself  familiar  ivith  the  otJBcers  and  men  and  passed  himself  off  as  Lien- 
tenant  Hill,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  Company  B,  and  that  he  was 
wounded  at  the  fight  in  Baltimoie  at  the  time  the  regiment  passed  through  there; 
and  as  there  was  no  such  officer  in  said  company  and  be  being  a  native  of  this  place 
I  arrested  him  June  24,  and  he  has  been  in  confinement  nlnce  the  time  of  his  arrest. 
He  made  it  a  point  to  go  around  and  converse  with  the  sentinels  and  try  to  pick  up 
all  the  information  he  could  in  relation  to  their  numbers,  names  of  regiments,  &c. 

C.  H.  SHEPARD, 
Lieutenant  and  Provost-Marshal. 

[Indorsement.] 

Mr.  Justice  Donn  will  commit  this  man  as  a  spy  for  the  present. 

MANSFIELD, 
Brigadier-General,  ^o. 

October  — ,  1861. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  papers  in  my  possession  in  relation  to  the  party  now 
confined  in  Washington  jail.    I  have  written  in  connection  with  the  case  to  Lieu- 
tenant Shepard  but  have  heard  nothing  relative  to  the  case. 

THOMAS  C.  DONN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington  County,  D.  C. 

Mr,  Emerson  says  in  his  statement  that  he  is  Union  in  feeling;  has 
never  cast  a  vote  for  any  one,  having  been  constantly  on  the  river  and 
not  having  any  permanent  place  of  residence  and  consequently  taking 
no  interest  in  political  matters;  that  he  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance; 
that  he  does  not  wish  to  take  any  part  in  this  contest;  that  he  has  no 
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family  and  doesn't  care  which  whips;  that  he  left  Memphis  fearing  that 
he  might  not  be  able  to  get  a*ray  if  he  remained  longer;  that  upon  meet- 
ing with  old  acquaintances  in  /Alexandria  he  got  on  a  spree  and  might 
have  made  some  remarks  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  who  were  drink- 
ing with  him  that  were  offensiTO,  that  Lieutenant  Shepard  was  around 
with  him  considerable  and  that  he  Emerson)  thinks  he  has  suffered 
enough,  having  been  in  jail  nearly  four  months  without  an  exami- 
nation. He  also  states  that  his  health  is  suffering  for  the  want  of 
recreation  and  on  account  of  the  unhealthiness  of  his  present  quarters 
which  latter  state  of  affairs  my  operative  (P.  H.  D.)  fully  certifies  to. 

Although  a  man  who  does  not  care  which  side  whips  in  this  contest 
is  not  exactly  the  man  we  would  like  to  affiliate  with  these  trying  times 
still  he  has  made  the  impression  in  our  bureau  that  he  would  not  be  a 
dangerous  man  to  set  at  large  under  the  humanizing  influence  of  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  His  palming  himself  off  among  the  officers  at 
Alexandria  or  being  introduced  by  his  comrades,  in  the  language  of 
his  counsel,  as  a  U.  S.  officer  is  represented  by  his  counsel  as  a  drunken 
joke  incident  to  the  spree  that  he  was  on. 

I  herewith  inclose  you  the  documents  received  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[IndOTBement.] 

I  have  reason  to  believe  from  the  representations  contained  in  the 
within  report  and  from  what  other  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  obtain 
that  the  arrest  and  committal  of  the  within-named  John  S.  Emerson 
grew  out  of  indiscretions  of  his  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication  with- 
out any  real  criminal  intentions  on  his  part,  and  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  his  discharge. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  PORTER, 
Brigadier- General  amd  Provost-Marshal. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  16, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Poktee, 

Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 
Sir  :  Let  John  S.  Emerson,  a  prisoner  confined  in  your  custody,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
msurrection.  .  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  F,  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

I,  John  S.  Emerson,  late  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  solemnly  swear  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  without  any  mental  reservation 
that  I  will  at  any  and  all  times  hereafter  and  under  all  circumstances 
yield  a  hearty  and  willing  support  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  to  the  Government  thereof;  that  I  will  not  either  directly  or 
indirectly  take  up  arms  against  the  Government  or  aid  those  now  in 
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arms  against  it;  that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  now  in 
insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government  nor  hold 
any  correspondence  whatsoever  with  them  or  any  persons  in  them 
during  the  present  rebellion  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
State;  that  I  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union  of  the 
States;  that  I  will  give  no  aid,  comfort  or  assistance  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Government  either  foreign  or  domestic ;  that  I  wiJl  defend  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  and  the  armies  fighting  under  it  from  insult  and 
injury  if  in  my  power  so  to  do  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  deport 
myself  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  S.  EMEESOK,  Jb. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  October,  1861. 

THOMAS  C,  DONN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington  County,  J).  C. 


Case  of  Edward  Seymour  Buggies. 

June  24,  1861,  Edward  S.  Euggles  arrived  at  New  York  on  the 
steamer  Ariel  from  Aspinwall  and  was  ordered  to  be  arrested  on  sus- 
picion of  treason.  Amos  B.  Corwine,  U.  S.  consul  at  Panama,  by  letter 
dated  June  14, 1861,  and  Daniel  A.  liobinson,  jr.,  U.  S.  consul  at  Aspin- 
wall, by  letter  dated  June  15, 1861,  denounced  Buggies  as  an  agent  of 
the  rebels  in  their  service  on  the  Isthmus  seeking  information  in  regard 
tc  the  shipments  of  treasure  from  California  and  the  measures  if  any 
adopted  to  protect  it  and  bearing  dispatches  to  General  [A.  S.]  Johnston 
and  other  military  ofl&cers.  After  his-arrest  a  letter  was  found  in  Rug- 
gles'  possession  from  his  father  Daniel  Euggles,  late  a  captain  in  the  U.  S. 
Army,  now  a  general  in  the  rebel  service,  showing  that  the  prisoner 
had  been  at  Montgomery  in  March  and  April,  1861,  seeking  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  marine  service  of  the  rebels ;  also  a  draft  of  an  application 
for  such  appointment  in  his  own  handwriting.  He  also  wrote  and 
endeavored  privately  to  send  a  letter  to  W.  Preston  Johnston,  a  known 
rebel  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  speaking  of  his  case  as  bad  and  urging*  that 
measures  be  taken  to  exchange  him.  On  his  examination  Euggles 
stated  that  his  only  mission  to  the  Isthmus  was  to  deliver  a  letter  to 
the  consul  at  Panama  for  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston.  On  the  15th 
of  July  E.  W.  Shufeldt,  U.  S.  consul-general  at  Havana,  wrote  to  the 
Department  of  State  stating  that  in  May  preceding  Euggles  called  on 
him  with  a  letter  of  introduction  from  J.  P.  Benjamin,  late  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  and  left  with  him  a  letter  to  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston 
addressed  and  sealed  by  the  said  J.  P.  Benjamin ;  that  he  was  after- 
ward led  to  suspect  that  Euggles  was  an  agent  for  the  rebels,  and  on 
seeing  a  notice  of  his  arrest  in  a  New  York  paper  he  opened  the  letter 
so  left  in  his  charge  and  now  incloses  it  to  the  State  Department.  The 
letter  so  transmitted  proved  to  be  from  William  Preston  Johnston  to 
his  father  General  A.  Sidney  Johnston,  dated  Louisville,  April  26, 1861. 
The  writer  informed  his  father  that  he  had  just  been  to  Montgomery 
and  had  had  an  interview  with  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  of 
the  rebel  Government  and  had  become  satisfied  that  his  father  would 
be  second  only  to  President  Davis  in  rebel  consideration  and  position. 
He  urged  his  father  to  avoid  all  Northern  ports  and  endeavor  to  get 
into  New  Orleans,  and  not  to  trust  himself  in  the  hands  of  a  "perfidious 
and  merciless  enemy."  He  informs  him  that  he  himself  will  probably 
be  a  major  or  lieutenant-colonel  of  volunteers  in  Kentucky,  where  he  is 
raisinff  mpii.     Frnm  the  fividence  in  the  case  it  aniip.ars  tVin.t  TflrlwaT.H 
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S.  Euggles  was  at  Montgomery  in  March  and  April,  1861,  soliciting 
employment  in  the  marine  service  of  the  insurgent  Government;  that 
in  May  following  lie  was  sent  to  Havana  and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama 
to  convey  dispatches  to  General  Johnston  and  other  military  officers  to 
persuade  Ihem  to  enter  the  rebel  service  and  to  warn  them  against 
entering  any  port  in  the  loyal  States,  and  also  to  acquire  information  in 
relation  to  the  shipments  of  treasure  from  California  across  the  Isthmus 
and  the  provision  if  any  for  its  protection;  and  that  he  executed  this 
mission.  The  said  Kuggles  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  Feb- 
ruary 15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^'Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty." 

Pkivate.]  Consulate  United  States  op  Ameeioa, 

Panama,  June  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Respected  Sir  :  I  have  i  he  honor  to  advise  that  a  person  styling 
himself  Edward  S.  Ruggles  and  a  midshipman  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  presented  himself  at  my  consulate  about  a  week 
since  and  deposited  two  letters  with  the  following  superscriptions  upon 
them  with  the  request  that  I  should  retain  them  until  called  for  by  the 
parties  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  viz :  "  General  A.  Sidney  John- 
ston, Panama,  Isthmus  of  Panama,"  and  "  Lieut.  E.  P.  Alexander, 
U.  S.  P[ioneers],  probably  in  charge  of  company  of  sappers  and  miners 
enroute  from  San  Francisco,  at  Havana  or  Aspiuwall;  maybe  without 
his  comxjany."  The  first  he  said  was  from  the  wife  of  General  John- 
ston, who  was  exceedingly  anxious  I  hat  her  husl)and  should  receive  it 
when  he  passed  through  this  place  en  route  for  the  United  Staies.  It 
appears  that  young  Kuggles  (he  is  a  lad  about  eighteen  years  old) 
reached  Aspinwall  via  Havana  and  Saint  Tiiomas. 

This  fact  ami  some  expressions  which  he  inadvertently  made  led  to 
the  susijiciou  that  he  was  an  emissary  from  the  usurped  Government 
of  Montgomery  sent  to  this  Isthmus  either  to  make  overtures  to  the 
officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and  Navy  on  the  Pacific  who  were  known  to 
have  resigned  and  were  supposed  to  sympathize  with  the  rebels,  or  else 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertnining  what  measures  if  any  had  been  adopted 
to  protect  the  treasure  from  California  against  seizure.  He  probably 
had  both  objects  in  view.  At  any  rate  the  inquiries  he  made  of  a  for- 
ward officer  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Saranac  as  to  how  long  it  would  require 
to  land  a  force  from  that  vessel  and  dispatch  it  to  Aspinwall  in  case  of 
an  emergency  would  seem  to  confirm  the  suspicion  that  one  of  the 
objects  of  his  visit  to  this  Isthmus  was  to  procure  information  with 
regard  to  the  movements  of  specie  in  transit  from  Cahfornia  to  New 
York. 

I  made  every  effort  to  ascertain  from  him  the  object  and  nature  of 
his  visit  without  success.  He  prevaricated  so  much  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  elicit  from  him  the  truth.  On  referring  to  the  Navy  Register 
I  found  that  he  was  among  the  officers  who  had  resigned,  and  upon  my 
calling  llis  attention  to  the  fact  he  said  that  he  had  tendered  his  resig- 
nation but  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  refused  to  accept  it  on 
account  of  his  father's  strong  Union  proclivities.  I  afterwards  learned 
that  his  father  at  last  accounts  was  in  command  of  the  rebel  forces  at 
Petersburg  or  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
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Finding  that  I  could  get  no  satisfactory  or  truthful  statement  from 
him  but  still  suspecting  that  he  was  in  the  interest  of  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  I  suggested  to  Oapt.  Eobert  Ritchie,  commanding 
the  U.  S.  steamer  Saranac,  that  he  order  the  young  man  on  board  his 
ship,  as  he  claimed  to  bolong  to  the  Navy,  which  that  officer  accord- 
ingly did  when  the  fact  was  disclosed  by  the  production  of  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  which  he  had  about  his  person  that  his 
resignation  had  been  accepted.  He  was  then  permitted  to  return  ou 
shore  and  the  next  day  (10th  instant)  he  proceeded  to  Aspinwall 
whence  he  sails  for  New  York  to-morrow  as  I  learn  from  our  consul  at 
that  port  on  board  the  steamship  Ariel. 

Since  the  departure  for  Aspinwall  of  Euggles  I  have  learned  from 
my  brother  D.  M.  Corwine,  agent  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany at  this  place,  that  General  Johnston's  wife  is  now  in  California, 
having  accompanied  her  husband  to  that  State  some  months  since  via 
Panama,  consequently  the  letter  left  at  this  consulate  to  the  address 
of  that  officer  could  not  have  been  written  by  that  lady  as  alleged  by 
Euggles.  Mr.  Robinson,  the  consul  at  Aspinwall,  informs  me  that  he 
has  taken  measures  to  have  him  arrested  immediately  upon  tlie  arrival 
of  the  Ariel  at  New  York  as  he  thinks  with  me  that  Ruggles  is  a 
secret  agent  of  the  rebellious  States  and  that  his  arrest  in  the  United 
States  may  lead  to  the  establishment  of  the  fact. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  the  rebels  to  seize  the 
treasure  from  California  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  will  attempt 
it  should  a  favorable  opportunity  offer  outside  the  harbor  of  Aspin- 
wall. This  they  could  do  with  impunity  as  there  is  no  armed  vessel  o'' 
the  United  States  at  that  port  at  present  except  the  store-ship  Fal 
mouth  which  is  dismantled  and  unfit  in  her  present  condition  for  sea 
service.  There  are  now  in  Aspinwall  two  gun-boats,  English  and 
French,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  they  would  render  any  assist- 
ance in  case  of  our  steamers  being  attacked  by  privateers  since  Great 
Britain  is  understood  to  have  declared  its  purpose  to  recognize  the 
rebellious  States  as  belligerents  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  war.  I 
respectfully  suggest  therefore  that  a  vessel  of  war  be  dispatched  to 
Aspinwall  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  A  steam  vessel  would  be 
much  more  effective  than  a  sailing  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  B.  COEWINE. 


Consulate  United  States  of  America, 

Aspinwall,  New  Granada,  June  15, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sib  :  I  think  it  a  matter  of  duty  to  inform  the  Department  of  the 
following  facts:  On  or  about  the  7th  instant  a  young  gentleman  entered 
this  consulate  and  introduced  himself  as  Mr.  Euggles,  a  midshipman 
in  the  U.  S.  Navy.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  join  the 
U.  S.  transport  steamer  Morgan  at  this  port;  that  the  Morgan  was 
originally  the  Star  of  the  West;  that  after  her  seizure  by  the  rebels 
her  name  was  changed  to  Sumter;  that  she  was  recaptured  by  the 
Crusader  in  the  latter  part  of  April  and  taken  to  Havana,  Cuba,  and 
her  name  was  then  changed  to  Morgan  and  had  sailed  from  Havana  for 
this  port  on  the  5th  of  May;  that  she  was  to  meet  here  General  A.  S. 
Johnston  and  his  command  from  California  and  convey  him  to  the 
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United  States;  that  he  (Buggies)  had  been  ordered  to  join  the  Morgan 
here  and  for  that  purpose  went  to  Havana,  thence  to  Saint  Thomas  and 
thence  to  this  port  by  the  steamer  Solent,  of  the  Royal  Mail  Packet 
Company's  line,  which  was  certainly  a  very  roundabout  way  to  get  here. 

In  conversation  with  citizens  here  Buggies  expressed  himself  as 
strongly  in  favor  of  secession.  He  went  from  here  to  Panama  and 
there  represented  himself  as  a  midshipman.  Capt.  Eobert  Bitchie,  of 
the  Sarauac,  met  him  when  he  told  Captain  Bitchie  that  he  had  been 
iu  the  Navy  but  had  resigned  and  produced  a  letter  from  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  accepting  his  resignation.  Buggies  made  many 
inquiries  from  citizens  here  concerning  the  U.  S.  naval  force  at  this 
port,  also  the  amount  of  treasure  usually  carried  on  the  California 
steamers.  He  goes  to  the  United  States  in  the  steamer  of  to-day  (the 
Ariel).  His  stories  are  not  only  improbable  but  to  a  great  extent  false. 
I  regard  him  as  a  suspicious  character,  and  believe  the  Government 
will  be  fully  justified  in  detaining  him  and  prevent  his  communicating 
to  the  secessionists  the  information  which  he  has  obtained  here.  The 
U.  S.  brig-of-war  Bainbridge  which  I  observe  has  been  ordered  here 
has  not  yet  arrived.    She  is  now  twenty-five  days  out  from  Boston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  A.  EOBINSON,  Jr., 

U.  8.  Consul. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  25, 1861. 

E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  Is  etc  York. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  to  forward  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  two 
letters  addressed  to  this  Department — one  bearing  date  the  14th  instant 
marked  private  from  Amos  B.  Corwine,  U.  S,  consul  at  Panama;  the 
other  of  the  15th  instant  from  Daniel  A,  Eobinson,  jr.,  U.  S.  consul  at 
Aspinwall.  Both  of  these  communications  relate  to  certain  proceed- 
ings of  Mr.  Edward  S.  Buggies,  late  a  midshipman  iu  the  Navy,  which 
indicate  that  he  may  have  been  in  that  quarter  for  treasonable  purposes 
in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  in  this  country.  As  he  is  supposed  to 
be  now  in  New  York  and  may  continue  liis  practices  the  expediency  of 
arresting  him  for  examination  and  prosecution  is  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWABD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  consideration  a  letter* 
of  the  25th  instant  and  the  papers  to  which  it  refers  addressed  to  this 
Department  by  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police  at  New 
York,  relative  to  Edward  S.  Buggies,  late  an  active  midshipman  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States.  I  wUl  thank  you  to  cause  the  papers  to 
be  preserved  or  to  be  returned  to  this  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


*  Not  found. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  27, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir  :  Your  letter*  of  yesterday  with  the  accompanying  papers  rela- 
tive to  Edward  Seymour  Ruggles  hits  been  received.  Your  course  in 
the  matter  is  approved  and  Euggles  will  be  detained  for  such  further 
proceedings  as  upon  consultation  with  Mr.  E.  Delafleld  Smith,  the 
attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York, 
m'ay  be  deemed  advisable. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  3, 1861. 
Hon.  James  Bowen,  Commissioner  of  Police,  New  York. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  t  of  yesterday 
with  the  accompanying  copy  of  one  from  young  Ruggles  to  William 
Preston  Johnston,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  This  may  well  be  considered  as 
confirming  the  suspicion  as  to  his  loyalty.  It  is  proper  that  you  should 
be  informed  that  Colonel  Scott  or  the  principal  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
Army  at  New  York  has  authority  to  suspend  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
there  should  tliis  be  deemed  necessary. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  July  3,  1861. 
John  J.  Speed,  Postmaster,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Sir:  a  young  man  named  Edward  S.  Ruggles,  who  was  at  the  IT.  S. 
Naval  Academy,  but  who  for  some  cause  left  the  service  shortly  before 
or  after  the  4th  of  March  last,  was  recently  at  Panama  and  Aspinwall, 
at  both  of  which  places  his  conduct  excited  the  suspicions  of  our  con- 
suls. They  were  induced  to  believe  him  to  bo  an  agent  of  the  insurgents 
in  this  country  sent  thither  to  communicate  with  General  Johnston, 
recently  in  command  of  U.  S.  forces  on  the  Pacific  coast.  These  sus- 
picions having  been  made  known  to  the  police  of  New  York  Ruggles 
was  arrested  there  a  few  days  since  on  his  return  from  Aspinwall  and 
is  now  held  in  custody.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  t  of  the  25th 
instant  [ultimo?]  addressed  by  Ruggles  to  William  Preston  Johnston, 
Louisville.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  who  Mr.  Johnston  is  and  of 
any  particulars  concerning  him  which  would  enable  me  to  determine 
the  nature  of  his  connection  with  Ruggles. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  July  17, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General:  Edward  Seymour  Ruggles  has  for  some  time  past  been 
in  the  custody  of  the  superintendent  of  police  at  New  York  where  he 
was  arrested  on  his  return  from  Aspinwall  at  the  instance  of  the  U.  S. 
consul  upon  suspicion  of  having  been  employed  for  disloyal  purposes. 

*  Not  found,  but  obviously  reporting  the  arrest  of  Ruggles. 
t  Not  found. 
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I  will  thank  you  to  cause  him  to  be  transferred  to  Governor's  Island  or 
some  other  fort  in  that  quarter.  The  superintendent  of  police  has  been 
instructed  to  deliver  him  to  your  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

.    WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  17, 1861, 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police,  New  Yorlc. 
SiE:  Lieutenant-General    Scott   has  been   requested   to   transfer 
Edward  Seymour  Euggles  to  Governor's  Island  or  some  other  fort  in 
that  vicinity.    You  will  please  deliver  him  to  the  general's  order. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Headquaetees  of  the  Aemy, 

Washington,  July  17, 1861. 
Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  D".  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor. 
SiE:  The  Secretary  of  State  having  requested  that  Edward  Seymour 
Euggles  now  in  custody  by  the  superintendent  of  police  in  New  York 
may  be  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  military  authority  the  General- 
in-Chief  directs  that  you  receive  him  from  the  superintendent  who  has 
been  instructed  to  deliver  him  on  this  order  and  confine  him  as  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Quillen. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEl^D, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquaetees,  Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  July  19, 1861. 
Assistant  Adjutant-Geneeal, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
SiE:  Pursuant  to  the  instructions  of  the  General-in-Chief  dated  on 
the  17th  instant  I  sent  to  the  city  of  New  York  this  morning  and 
received  from  the  superintendent  of  police  as  a  prisoner  Edward  Sey- 
mour Euggles.    Shall  1  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette? 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  SMITH, 
Lieut.  Col.  Tenth  Infantry  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding. 

HEADQT7AETEES   OF   THE   AKMY, 

Washington,  July  20,  1861. 
Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Columbus,  New  Yorlc. 
SiE :  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that    *    *     *     Edward  Seymour 
Euggles,  prisoner  for  political  offenses,  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and 
reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  E.  D.  TOWNSEKD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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PoBT  Columbus,  N,  Y.,  July  24, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Sir:  I  understand  that  writs  of  habeas  corpus  will  probably  be 
served  upon  me  in  the  case  of  *  *  *  Edward  Seymour  Euggles, 
detained  by  mo  under  the  order  of  General  Scott.  It  seems  to  me 
proper  to  ask  instructions  as  to  the  course  which  it  will  be  best  for  me 
to  pursue  in  the  event  of  the  service  of  such  writs. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIK  BCTRKE, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  29, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24:th  instant  has  been  received.  Orders  were 
sent  you  the  24:th  instant  in  case  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  served 
on  you  in  the  matter  of  Purcell  M.  Quillen  to  return  upon  it  that  you 
beg  leave  to  decline  obeying  the  writ  at  this  time.  The  General-in- 
Chief  directs  that  you  make  the  same  return  in  the  case  of  Edward 
Seymour  Euggles. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  31, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  private  letter*  to  me  from  the  U.  S. 
consul  at  Panama  and  of  the  letters  to  which  it  refers  relative  to  Edward 
Seymour  Euggles,  who  was  arrested  in  New  York  and  at  the  instance 
of  this  Department  subsequently  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  mili- 
tary authorities  in  that  quarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  2,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  t&c.,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  General-in-Chief  I  inclose  a  copy  of  corre- 
spoTidence  bearing  on  the  case  of  Edward  Seymour  Euggles,  one  of  the 
political  prisoners  confined  under  your  charge. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  14, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren. 

Colonel  :  If  you  believe  that  Mr.  E.  S.  Euggles,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  Port  Warren,  would  observe  his  obligations  you  may  release  him  from 

*  See  Corwine  to  Seward.  June  14.  d.  359. 
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custody  on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honor  that  he  will  return  and  sur- 
render himself  to  you  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  his  release 
unless  within  twenty  days  Capt.  Edward  Taylor  should  be  uncondition- 
ally released  from  the  confinement  in  which  he  is  now  held  at  Richmond 
and  sent  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  and  that  meanwhile  he 
(Ruggles)  will  not  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  give  any  information  calculated  to  aid  the  insurgents.  You 
will  at  the  same  time  deliver  to  him  the  inclosed  passport  enabling  him 
to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  Jamuiry  23, 1862. 
(Maj.  Gen.  B.  Huger,  Commanding,  Norfolk,  Va.] 

General  :  I  send  herewith  by  flag  of  truce  Mr.  B.  S.  Euggles,  who 
is  desirous  of  proceeding  South.  1  also  forward  a  package  of  letters 
addressed  South. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major- General. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  15, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  abstract  of  the  proofs 
in  the  case  of  one  EdAvard  S.  Ruggles,  who  is  now  a  prisoner*  at  Fort 
Warren,  Boston.  It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  he  be  tendered 
his  release  upon  parole  according  to  the  terms  of  Executive  Order,  No. 
1,  of  the  War  Department  dated  February  14, 1862.  Will  you  have  the 
kindness  to  return  this  inclosure? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  3, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  You  may  release  Edward  S,  Euggles,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  Fort  Warren,  upon  his  giving  his  written  parole  of  honor  that  he 
will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-General. 

CO]SriPBi)EKA.TE    CORRBSPONDEOSrCE,  ETC. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  April  26, 1861, 
L.  P.  Walker, 

Secretary  of  War  of  the  Confederate  States. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  communicate  to  you  on  my 
return,  as  I  can  do  so  more  fully  and  with  less  hazard  than  by  telegraph. 
I  inclose  this  to  you  in  care  of  Mr.  Edward  Euggles  whom  I  regard  as 
worthy  of  confidence.  My  father  resigned  April  9  and  awaits  orders 
from  the  United  States  Government.    I  have  sent  Mr.  Euggles  to  inter- 

*  Error;   Ruggles  had  already  been  released  on  parole.    See  preceding  corre- 
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cept  him  on  his  retuiu  and  warn  him  to  avoid  a  Northern  port.  Tour 
friendly  advice  is  solicited  for  him  on  this  mission.  I  saw  Governor 
MagofiQn  today  (I  arrived  last  night)  and  he  told  me  of  his  reply  com- 
municated to  you  by  messenger.  He  is  satisfied  that  any  precipitate 
action  on  the  part  of  our  friends  will  react  and  damage  us.  The  State 
is  una/med  with  a  border  of  700  miles  exposed  to  a  furious  foe.  That 
such  is  the  case  is  the  fault  neither  of  the  governor  or  of  our  party  but 
of  those  false  leaders  and  imbeciles  who  preferred  party  advantage  to 
the  safety  of  our  Commonwealth.  Our  military  organizations  are  being 
perfected  but  we  are  badly  armed,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  other  com- 
panies are  being  enrolled  hostile  to  the  South  and  I  fear  equipped  with 
Federal  gold.  The  governor  is  trying,  however,  to  intrust  our  State 
arms  only  with  the  loyal  men.  The  Journal  and  Democrat  are  Lincoln 
papers.  The  sentiment  of  the  Southern  States'  rights  men  is  opposed 
to  taking  action  until  Kentucky  is  armed  and  organized.  I  cannot  say 
that  my  judgment  disapproves  of  this  however  my  heart  may  point. 
An  unarmed  people  is  a  mob.  Trust  a  little  to  time  and  be  not  dis- 
trustful of  men  who  have  so  much  at  stake  as  the  Kentucky  patriots. 
Four  hundred  men  left  here  yesterday  for  Virginia.  I  learn  from  Col. 
John  S.  Williams  (known  as  Cerro  Gordo  Williams),  lately  a  citizen  of 
Southern  Illinois,  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  abandon  his  large  estate 
there  and  that  Kentuckians  are  no  longer  safe  there.  He  has  come 
home  to  excite  our  people  to  war. 

The  Saint  Louis  Arsenal  has  in  it  about  1,800  regulars,  and  some 
8,000  Germans  are  armed  and  equipped  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  Col- 
onel Steuart  (late  paymaster)  is  the  authority  for  this.  He  also  informs 
us  that  Cairo  has  a  strong  body  of  troops  stationed  there  who  compel  all 
boats  to  round-to.  The  roads  to  Saint  Louis  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Hlinois (Lincoln)  volunteers.  Inconsequenceof  this MajorClark  remains 
here.  We  hope  to  have  his  assistance  in  organizing  our  artillery  and 
ordnance  here.  In  NashAdlle  he  was  waited  on  by  citizens  for  the  same 
purpose.  Tennessee  will  secede  immediately.  If  I  can  be  of  service  to 
the  cause  of  Southern  rights  you  can  command, 
Yours,  with  very  great  respect, 

WILLIAM  PEBSTON  JOHNSTON. 

ElCHMOND,  Va.,  July  28, 1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War,  Confederate  States. 

Sir:  On  or  about  the  Ist  instant  according  to  current  advices  my 
son  Edward  S.  Euggles  returning  from  California  by  a  public  steamer 
was  treacherously  pursued  and  on  his  arrival  in  New  York  arrested 
and  detained  under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  William  H.  Seward,  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  has  been  since  then 
held  in  duress  and  cut  off  &om  all  communication  with  his  friends. 
My  son  is  a  youth  of  seventeen,  of  excellent  repute,  not  in  public 
employment  and  under  the  customs  of  war  recognized  by  civilized 
nations  could  not  be  justly  held  in  duress  by  any  Government  claiming 
to  represent  a  free  people  realizing  the  ordinary  impulses.  As  my  son 
was  an  acting  midshipman  at  the  late  Naval  Academy,  on  political 
[grounds]  he  resigned  at  the  time  of  his  departure  for  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  I  respectfully  ask  that  he  may  be  restored  to  his  home 
and  his  liberty  by  an  early  exchange  or  by  the  exercise  of  such  reme- 
dial power  as  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  may  deem  just 
and  expedient. 

I  respectfully  request  prompt  action  in  behalf  of  my  son  with  the 
hope  of  removing  him  at  an  early  moment  from  the  bauefiil  influences 
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by  which  he  is  surrounded  under  which  his  intellectual  manhood,  moral 
integrity  and  refined  sense  of  honor  as  a  mere  youth  are  sensibly 
endangered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES. 

Headquarters  Department  of  jSTorfolk, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  January  24, 1862. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  a  communication  of  this  date  I  inclosed  a  letter  of  General 
Wool  to  myself  dated  23d  instant  in  which  General  W.  makes  no  allu- 
sion to  Mr.  E.  S.  Euggles  being  a  prisoner  of  war.  Mr.  Ruggles  has 
called  and  shown  me  a  copy  of  his  parole  by  which  it  appears  he  is 
released  on  parole  for  thirty  days  unless  witliin  that  period  Gapt.  Edward 
Taylor  is  released.  General  Wool's  letter  was  forwarded  on  the  permit 
or  passport  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  which  he  with  his  usual  duplic- 
ity alludes  to  Mr.  Ruggles  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Rug- 
gles takes  this  up. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  HUGBR, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.J 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Earhor,  January  20, 1862. 
I,  E.  S.  Ruggles,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  do  pledge  my  word  of 
honor  that  I  will  proceed  without  any  unreasonable  delay  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Va.,  and  thence  by  flag  of  truce  to  Norfolk,  and  that  I  will  do  no 
act  hostile  to  the  United  States  nor  convey  any  correspondence  or 
information  beneficial  to  the  insurgents,  and  that  I  will  return  and  sur- 
render myself  to  the  commanding  offic<r  at  Port  Warren  at  the  expira- 
tion of  thirty  days  unless  within  twenty  days  Capt.  Edward  Taylor  be 
unconditionally  released  and  put  at  liberty  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  in 
which  event  I  may  consider  myself  discharged  from  my  parole. 

E.  S.  RUGGLES,  of  Virginia. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  G.  S.  Forces, 

Gamp  Benjamin,  La.,  January  24,  1862. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  Army. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  appointment  for  my  son  Edward 
S.  Ruggles,  now  at  Norfolk,  V a.,  paroled  for  thirty  days  with  the  expec- 
tation of  being  exchanged  for  Capt.  E.  Taylor,  with  the  urgent  request 
that  it  shall  receive  immediate  attention.  The  commission  to  which  he 
will  be  entitled  under  this  appointment  will  1  trust  remove  any  obstruc- 
tions on  the  score  of  rank  in  effecting  an  exchange  within  twenty  days 
and  thus  prevent  his  being  forced  back  to  prison  at  Fort  Warren.  I 
resjiectfiilly  urge  that  his  case  shall  receive  your  immediate  attention 
and  the  fullest  i)rotection  of  his  Government  and  that  he  may  be  ordered 
to  join  me  without  delay.  The  distance  interposed  between  myself 
and  son  and  the  increasing  responsibility  of  my  ijresent  position  alone 
prevent  me  from  giving  this  matter  which  has  been  quite  too  long 
neglected  my  personal  attention. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  RUGGLES, 
Brigadier- General,  G.  S.  Army. 
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[Indorsement.] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (Jenbbal's  Office, 

February  4,  1862. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


American  Hotel,  Richmond,  January  25, 1862. 
Hon,  J,  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War,  Confederate  States. 
SiE :  By  direction  of  the  President  I  called  on  E.  Taylor,  a  Federal 
prisoner  here,  who  the  President  said  would  be  discharged  in  exchange 
for  me,  ascertaining  certain  facts  (already  transmitted  to  the  President) 
in  regard  to  his  position  and  standing. 

By  order  I  reported  at  his  office  and  there  learned  that  you  were  in 
private  conversation  with  the  President,  therefore  adopt  this  method 
of  addressing  yon  to  ascertain  if  I  can  immediately  (say  to-morrow) 
depart  for  Norfolk  in  charge  of  E.  Taylor,  to  proceed  therefrom  under 
a  truce  and  be  released  from  my  parole,  upon  the  consummation  of 
which  I  can  communicate  to  you  the  subject  upon  which  I  spoke  at 
your  office. 

I  would  further  request  that  Lieut.  Louis  Florance,  of  Louisiana 
Zouaves,  may  accompany  me  on  said  duty,  he  being  on  furlough  at 
present  from  the  Peninsula. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  RUGGLES. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  January  26,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benj.  Huger,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Sir:    »    »    *     Mr. Edward  Taylor, of  Cincinnati, will  be  sent  you  in 
exchange  for  Mr.  E.  S.  Euggles. 

******* 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Cases  of  Messrs.  Hitchcock,  Burson  and  Nettleton. 

Thomas  Hitchcock  was  arrested  by  an  officer  of  General  Smith's 
brigade  near  the  Chain  Bridge  in  Virginia  the  3d  of  July,  1861,  and 
having  been  sent  to  Washington  was  committed  by  Justice  Donn  to 
the  District  Jail  and  from  thence  transferred  November  1, 1861 ,  by  order 
of  General  Porter  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The  charges  against 
Hitchcock  were  that  he  had  conveyed  information  to  the  rebel  army; 
with  having  been  guilty  of  shooting  Federal  pickets,  and  hunting  up 
Union  men  and  causing  them  to  be  driven  from  their  homes.  The  testi- 
mony of  various  persons  to  the  above  charges  against  Hitchcock  has 
been  taken  and  is  said  to  be  on  file  in  the  office  of  Justice  Donn,  of 
Washington.  The  said  Thomas  Hitchcock  was  released  November  25, 
1861,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Porter,  provost-marshal  of  Wash- 
ington, on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
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John  W".  Burson  was  arrested  in  Washington  September  11, 1861, 
and  committed  by  Justice  Doun  to  the  District  Jail  and  from  thence 
was  transferred  November  1, 1861,  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The 
charges  against  Burson  were  that  he  was  a  spy,  disloyal  to  the  United 
States  Government  and  in  correspondence  with  persons  in  the  rebel 
army.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  taken  before  Justice  Donn  that 
Burson  was  removed  from  the  Navy  Department  where  he  had  held  a 
clerkship  for  his  disloyal  sentimeuts,  and  that  he  refused  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance;  also  that  he  was  writing  constantly  and  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  rebels.  A  number  of  letters  were  found  upon 
Burson  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  written  by  one  B,  F.  Lnm,  formerly  of 
Washington,  who  joined  the  rebel  army.  Tbese  letters  prove  that 
Burson  was  regarded  by  Lum  as  true  to  the  rebel  cause  and  that  a  con- 
stant communication  was  kept  up  between  them.  The  letters  and  the 
evidence  taken  before  Justice  Donn  are  it  is  stated  on  file  in  the  office 
of  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington.  The  said  John  W.  Burson 
remained  in  custody  at  the  Old  Capitol  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

Alfred  Nettleton  was  arrested  in  Washington  and  September  11, 
1861,  was  committed  by  Justice  Donn  to  the  District  Jail  and  from 
thence  was  transferred  November  1, 1861,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Porter  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The  cliarges  against  Nettleton  were 
that  he  was  a  spy,  disloyal  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
liavnig  aided  and  assisted  one  Lum  to  leave  Washington  for  the  pur- 
pose of  joining  the  rebel  army.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  taken 
before  Justice  Donn  that  Nettleton  was  removed  from  the  Navy 
t)epartment  where  he  had  been  a  messenger  on  account  of  his  disloyal 
sentiments;  that  he  was  associated  with  one  Burson,  known  to  be  in 
correspondence  and  sympathy  with  the  secessionists  and  that  he  had 
been  heard  to  say,  "Damn  the  Union,  the  South  will  whip  hell  out  of 
us."  In  a  letter  written  to  J.  W.  Burson  dated  at  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
August  13, 1861,  Nettleton  says  he  was  glad  to  hear  that  the  Yankees 
got  (leteated  at  Bull  Run  ;  "it  would  have  suited  me  if  every  mother's 
sou  of  them  had  been  left  dead  on  the  battle-fleld ; "  that  he  is  coming 
to  Washington  in  the  course  of  three  weeks  and  perhaps  may  go 
farther  South.  The  letter  above  referred  to  with  others  and  other 
evidence  against  Nettleton  are  said  to  be  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
provost-marshal  of  Washington.  The  said  Alfred  Nettleton  remained 
in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he 
was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book, 
State  Department,  '^Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 

Statement  of  Alfred  Nettleton. 

Washington,  Monday,  October  14, 1861. 
I  am  thirty-nine  years  old ;  was  born  in  Middle  Haddam,  Conn. ;  have 
no  wife,  but  two  children  staying  with  my  father  in  Hartford  County. 
I  was  messenger  m  the  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction,  last 
Administration ;  resigned  20th  of  April  fearing  I  would  be  rei&oved  and 
went  home  to  my  friends;  remained  until  tlie  fore  part  of  September; 
returned  here  and  was  arrested  the  11th  of  September  charged  with 
being  in  correspondence  with  the  rebels;  complaint  made  by  one  John 
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Hammond,  a  huckster  in  Northern  Liberty  Market,  with  whom  I  had 
some  difBculty  but  to  whom  I  never  spoke  as  he  is  a  contemptible 
loafer.  I  was  always  a  strong  Democrat  and  Hammond  claimed  to 
be  for  Lincoln.  I  never  communicated  any  information  to  the  rebels 
and  it  is  the  furthest  from  my  intentions.  I  claim  to  be  a  Union  man 
and  will  take  the  oath.  Have  never  had  an  examination ;  have  used 
every  exertion  to  ascertain  before  whom  I  could  be  brought  for  an 
examination. 


Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  J).  C,  October  15,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  I  hand  you  reports  in  the  cases  of  John  S. 
Emerson,*  Alfred  Nettleton,  John  W.  Burson  and  Thomas  Hitchcock, 
now  confined  in  the  city  jail  on  suspicion  of  disloyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Emerson  and  Hitchcock  have  been  there  since  about  tlie  2d  and 
3d  of  July  respectively  and  Nettleton  and  Burson  since  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, all  being  unable  to  obtain  an  examination.  I  submit  that  they 
are  entitled  to  an  early  hearing  or  more  properly  a  discharge. 

From  information  that  I  have  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place 
in  which  they  are  confined  I  further  deem  it  my  duty  to  suggest  that 
if  it  should  be  thought  best  to  keep  them  in  confinement  any  longer 
they  should  at  least  be  removed  to  more  comfortable  and  healthy 
quarters,  if  there  are  any  such  belonging  to  the  Government  unoccu- 
pied. I  was  unable  to  find  any  papers  on  record  in  the  cases  of  Nettle- 
ton,  Burson  and  Hitchcock. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN.   * 

[IncloBure  No.  1.] 

Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  15, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  John  W.  Burson,  a  U.  S. 
prisoner  now  confined  in  the  city  jail  here,  makes  the  following  state- 
ment to  an  operative  of  mine  detailed  to  examine  him  in  prison.  He 
states  that  he  was  born  near  Middleburg,  Va. ;  that  he  is  twenty-seven 
years  of  age;  that  he  was  lately  a  clerk  in  the  Interior  Department; 
that  previous  to  getting  the  situation  he  resided  at  Belmont,  Belmont 
County,  Ohio ;  that  he  was  in  company  with  Mr.  Nettleton  and  was 
arrested  at  the  same  time,  September  11 ;  that  he  has  never  been  able 
to  ascertain  what  the  charge  was  against  him ;  that  he  has  never  had  an 
examination  or  been  able  to  obtain  one,  and  that  he  is  a  Union  man 
and  is  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  15, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Thomas  Hitchcock,  a 
political  prisoner  confined  in  the  city  jail,  states  to  one  of  my  oper- 
atives detailed  to  examine  him  in  prison  that  he  lives  near  Vander- 

*  See  case  of  Emerson,  p.  354  et  seq. 
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werken's,  two  miles  beyond  the  Chain  Bridge  on  the  Virginia  side;  that 
he  was  arrested  on  the  3d  of  July  by  Sergeant  Preston ;  taken  as  he 
supposed  to  the  camp  of  General  Smith;  kept  until  the  13th  of  July 
when  he  was  brought  to  where  he  now  is;  that  he  was  told  he  was 
arrested  for  giving  information  to  the  rebels;  that  he  never  did  any- 
thing of  the  kind;  that  he  is  entirely  blind  in  one  eye  and  is  unable  to 
see  out  of  the  other  at  night;  that  he  is  a  poor  man  and  has  a  wife  and 
two  little  children  living  in  a  log  house  and  depending  upon  him  for 
a  support;  that  he  has  used  every  exertion  in  his  power  to  obtain  an 
examination  but  has  been  unable  to  do  so;  that  he  is  willing  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  that  as  he  is  for  the  Union  and  has  been  in  jail 
over  three  months,  he  thinks  his  case  is  one  of  great  hardship,  in  wMch 
sentiment  I  heartily  concur. 

EespectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[Inolosure  No.  3.] 

Hdqss.  City  Guard,  Peotost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  J).  C,  October  15, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Poetee,  Provost-Marshal. 

Deae  Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  the  case  of  Alfred  Nettleton 
confined  in  the  city  jail  here  since  the  11th  of  September  ultimo  on  a 
charge  of  being  in  correspondence  with  the  rebels  that  he  states  to  one 
of  my  operatives  detailed  to  examine  him  in  prison  that  he  is  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age;  that  he  was  born  in  Middle  Haddam,  Conn.;  that 
he  has  two  children  staying  with  his  father  in  Hartford  County;  that 
he  was  a  messenger  in  the  Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction, 
during  the  last  Administration;  that  he  resigned  April  20  fearing  he 
would  be  removed  and  went  home  to  his  friends  where  he  remained 
until  the  fore  part  of  September  when  he  returned  here  and  was  arrested 
on  the  11th  of  the  month;  that  complaint  was  made  by  one  John  Ham- 
mond, a  huckster  in  the  Northern  Liberty  Market;  that  he  was  always 
a  strong  Democrat  while  Hammond  claimed  to  be  for  Lincoln ;  that  he 
never  communicated  any  information  to  the  rebels  and  that  nothing 
could  be  farther  from  his  intentions;  that  he  claims  to  be  a  Union  man 
and  is  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
BespectfdUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  October  16, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andeew  Poetek,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

Sie  :  Let  Thomas  Hitchcock,  a  prisoner  confined  in  your  custody,  be 
released*  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

fNoTE.— On  the  same  day  the  same  order  was  issued  in  the  cases  of 
John  W,  Burson  and  Alfred  Nettleton.] 

Allen  to  Porter  in  the  two  following  reports. 
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Hdqes.  City  Guaed,  Pbovost-Maeshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Poetee,  Provost-Marshal. 

Deae  Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  15th  of  the  pres- 
ent month  I  made  and  submitted  to  you  a  report  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
Hitchcock,  a  political  prisoner  then  and  now  confined  in  the  city  jail ; 
that  since  the  making  of  said  report  and  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
yourself  to  me  to  execute  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated 
October  16, 1861,  and  addressed  to  you  I  proceeded  to  the  city  jail  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the  pui-pose  of  having  said  Hitchcock  released 
from  custody  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  that  upon  arriv- 
ing at  said  jail  I  was  informed  by  the  keeper  of  the  jail,  Mr.  Wise,  that 
according  to  his  understanding  of  the  evidence  against  Hitchcock  there 
was  good  ground  for  holding  him  in  custody  still;  that  I  went  to  the 
ofllce  of  Justice  Thomas  C.  Donn,  the  committing  magistrate,  and  there 
found  sucli  evidence  against  Hitchcock  as  convinced  me  that  he  should 
not  be  discharged  until  I  had  further  reported  on  the  case  to  you. 
Accordingly  I  took  the  responsibility  of  leaving  him  still  in  the  city 
jail.  The  tbllowing  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Justice 
Donn  which,  with  the  accompanying  evidence,  the  substance  of  which 
I  herewith  embody,  I  received  from  said  magistrate : 

Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
Biigadier-Geneial  Porter  : 

Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  find  the  testimony  taken  by  me  in  the  case  of  Hitchcock. 
There  could  have  been  other  testimony  adduced  as  I  was  then  informed,  but  the 
conntry  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy  where  the  scene  was  enacted  and  the  man 
who  was  shot  having  left  the  Army  and  gone  homo,  taking  said  testimony  with  the 
attending  circumstances  and  his  geneial  character  as  detailed  to  me  by  others 
caused  me  to  make  a  report  to  Brigadier- General  Mansfield  and  snbsequently  to 
Colonel  Hamilton  that  I  thought  he  was  a  dangerous  man  and  recommended  his 
imprisonment.  You  can  judge  from  the  testimony  whether  his  punishment  has  been 
snfScient  or  not. 

Eespectfully, 

THOMAS  C.  DONN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington  County,  D.  C. 

William  H.  Sherman  (citizen)  swears  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  vote 
when  Virginia  seceded  from  the  Union  he  had  always  believed  Hitch- 
cock to  be  a  Union  man,  but  that  at  that  election  he  voted  for  secession 
and  has  been  a  secessionist  ever  since. 

Lieut.  William  McLean,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  swears  that  he  knows 
Hitchcock;  that  he  was  arrested  charged  with  carrying  information  to 
the  enemy;  with  shooting  pickets  and  hunting  up  Union  men  and  caus- 
ing them  to  be  driven  from  their  homes.  There  was  a  rumor  at  the 
time  of  Hitchcock's  arrest  that  a  man  named  Walker  was  driven  from 
home  on  account  of  his  Union  feeling,  and  as  deponent  was  informed 
Hitchcock  was  looking  for  Walker  with  a  gun  in  his  hands  and  that 
another  man  was  seen  in  his  company,  and  thatin  consequence  Walker 
had  to  flee  to  the  pines  for  protection  and  shelter  and  that  Hitchcock 
and  his  nephew  were,  as  he  (Lieutenant  McLean)  was  informed,  the 
principal  parties;  that  he  was  ordered  to  arrest  Hitchcock  and  did  so, 
and  tiiat  Hitchcock  thereupon  denied  having  a  gun  on  that  day, 

Taylor  Sorrell  (citizen)  swears  that  Hitchcock  came  with  another 
man  to  his  father's  house  [and]  the  other  man  had  a  double-barreled 
gun.  They  inquired  for  Wsilker  (who  had  been  driven  away  by  the 
disunionists) ;  they  made  particular  inquiry  after  him.  "The  report  is 
general,"  swears  Sorrell,  "  that  Hitchcock  is  running  about  hunting  up 
Union  men."  Sorrell  swears  further  that  he  saw  Hitchcock  on  the  day 
of  his  arrest  with  a  double-barreled  srun  in  his  hands. 
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William  H.  Patton  swears  that  he  was  guide  for  the  Union  pickets  at 
night  when  Captain  Sorrell,  of  Maine,  commanded ;  that  he  took  a  man 
with  him  and  waited  until  12  o'clock  at  night.  They  were  lying  near 
the  fence  and  watching  after  persons  whom  they  saw.  Heard  a  rum- 
bling noise,  told  his  companion  to  lie  still  but  instead  of  doing  as 
directed  he  raised  up  by  the  fence  and  was  shot  through  the  hand. 
Both  of  them  (Patton  and  companion)  retired  about  100  yards  into  the 
orchard.  Patton  then  placed  the  wounded  man  under  a  haycock.  In 
thirty  minutes  after  five  men  came  along.  They  passed  without  being 
hailed  by  Patton.  In  one  hour  after  they  passed  Hitchcock  came  along 
when  Patton  halted  him  and  he  gave  his  name.  This  was  about  2  a.  m. 
Hitchcock  said  he  was  going  to  market.  Patton  permitted  him  to  pass. 
Shortly  afterward  Patton  went  to  the  fence  bars  and  was  fired  at  from 
the  direction  in  which  Hitchcock  had  gone  and  from  the  same  direc- 
tion which  the  ball  came  which  wounded  his  companion.  Patton  then 
retreated  back  and  took  another  position  away  from  the  haycock 
where  he  and  his  companion  had  been  seen  by  Hitchcock.  In  about 
half  an  hour  after  changing  positions  Hitchcock  came  along  and  com- 
menced punching  the  haycock  apparently  looking  for  Patton  and  his 
companion.  Not  finding  them  he  (Hitchcock)  after  having  tossed  the 
hay  about  returned  to  the  bars  where  he  had  a  horse  and  wagon  and 
where  he  remained  talking  with  some  persons  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
He  then  retired  and  in  half  an  hour  afterward  Patton  went  toward  the 
bars  when  a  man  snapped  a  gun  at  him,  Patton  went  toward  tlie  man 
when  he  ran,  at  which  time  the  man  was  fired  upon  by  one  of  our 
pickets.  Three  days  after  Patton  was  out  with  thirty  cavalry  when 
young  Sorrell  told  him  that  he  had  seen  Hitchcock  with  a  double- 
barreled  gun.  They  then  found  and  arrested  Hitchcock,  but  at  that 
time  he  had  no  gun  and  denied  having  had  one  but  appeared  a  good 
deal  flurried. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Hdqks.  Oitt  Guard,  Peovost-Makshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  21, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Portee,  Provost-Marshal, 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  15th  instant  I 
made  and  submitted  to  you  a  report  in  each  of  the  cases  of  Alfred 
Nettleton  and  John  W.  Burson,  both  political  prisoners  then  and  now 
confined  in  the  city  jail.  That  since  the  making  of  said  reports  and  in 
obedience  to  an  order  of  yourself  to  me  to  execute  two  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  both  dated  October  16, 1861,  and  each  addressed  to  you 
I  went  to  the  city  jail  on  the  18th  instant  for  the  purpose  of  having 
John  W,  Burson  and  Alfred  Nettleton  released  from  custody  upon 
their  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  That  upon  arriving  at  the  said 
jail  I  was  admitted  to  an  audience  with  the  prisoners  aforesaid  whom  I 
showed  the  form  of  oath  to  which  they  would  be  required  to  subscribe 
before  being  discharged.  They  both  expressed  themselves  willing  to 
take  the  oath,  and  they  went  with  me  to  Justice  Bonn's,  the  magis- 
trate who  had  committed  them,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  so.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Justice  Bonn's  office  I  learned  that  Burson  and  Nettleton  had 
been  committed  to  jail  upon  testimony  which  in  my  judgment  was  suf- 
ficient to  justify  their  being  held  in  custody  until  I  could  make  a  fur- 
ther report  on  their  cases  to  you.    Accordingly  I  took  the  responsi- 


374  PRISONERS   OP   WAR,    ETC. 

bility  of  returning  them  both  to  the  city  jail  and  into  the  charge  of  the 
jailer.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  directed  to  you  from  Justice 
Donn,  the  original  of  which  is  on  file  in  my  oflSce: 

Washington,  Octoier  18, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  the  testimony  sent  me  by  the  chairman  of  the  House  inves- 
tigating committee,  Hon.  John  P.  Potter: 

Oath  of  John  Hammond. — I  reside  in  this  city.  I  know  one  A.  Nettleton.  He  was 
formerly  a  messenger  in  the  Navy  Department  and  was  removed  for  his  disloyal 
sentiments.  After  his  removal  he  was  engaged  in  this  city  in  persuading  men  to  go 
into  the  rebel  army.  I  know  this.  He  induced  one  Benjamin  Lum  to  go  into  the 
rebel  army.  I  saw  him  take  Lum  into  his  buggy  and  drive  to  the  steam-boat  wharf. 
Lum  went  on  board  and  is  now  in  the  rebm  army.  Buison  who  now  resides  at 
Dorsey's  Hotel  in  this  city,  corner  of  I  and  Seventh  streets,  receives  letters  from 
Lum.  Burson  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lum  and  has  told  me  what  Lum  has  written 
him.  He  said  he  (Lum)  had  written  him  when  Jeflf.  Davis  would  bo  in  Washington. 
Burson  is  writing  all  the  time  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  keeps  np  a  constant 
correspondence  with  the  rebels.  Nettleton  has  been  absent  from  this  city  for  two  or 
three  months  and  Burson  told  me  that  he  was  at  Richmond  with  Lum.  He  has 
recently  returned  here  and  is  now  with  Burson  at  Dorsey's  Hotel  where  I  saw  him. 

I  have  summoned  Hammond  before  me  to  testify  In  their  cases.  I  also  have  sum- 
moned a  man  named  James  Cannon  and  shall  take  their  testimony  and  forward  it  to 
you. 

Respectfully, 

THOS.  C.  DONN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  an  af&davit  made  October  18  before 
Justice  Donn:  John  Hammond  swears  that  he  knows  both  Burson 
and  Nettleton;  knows  them  to  be  disloyal  to  the  Government;  has 
heard  Nettleton  say  he  would  not  live  under  the  present  Government; 
knows  that  he  carried  Ben  Lum  to  the  steam-boat  wharf  to  send  him 
South,  and  that  Nettleton  has  said  he  was  going  South;  has  heard 
Lum  say  he  was  a  secessionist  and  was  going  South ;  heard  Burson 
say  ten  days  before  the  raising  of  a  rebel  flag  in  Connecticut  that  it 
would  be  raised,  and  it  was  raised  in  accordance  with  his  prediction. 
Burson  also  said  that  Nettleton  was  at  Harper's  Ferry;  knew  that 
Burson  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  when  in  office. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  an  affidavit  made  by  James  Can- 
non October  18, 1861,  before  Justice  Donn :  He  swears  that  he  knows 
both  Nettleton  and  Burson  from  their  conversation  and  conduct  to  be 
secessionists ;  heard  Burson  say  that  Davis  would  be  here  and  would 
have  been  ere  this  if  he  could  have  got  over  the  dead  bodies  at  Bull 
Eun;  heard  Burson  say  that  within  three  weeks  a  secession  flag  would 
be  raised  in  Connecticut  and  it  was  raised  in  accordance  with  his 
declaration;  he  said  that  Lincoln's  effigy  would  be  burned  there;  has 
heard  Nettleton  say,  "Damn  the  IJnion;  the  South  will  whip  hell  out 
of  us." 

Jim  Green,  another  witness  sworn  before  Justice  Donn,  October  18, 
1861,  states  in  substance  that  he  knows  Nettleton  and  Burson;  has 
heard  Nettleton  say  that  though  Northern  born  he  had  Southern  prin- 
ciples. 

T.  W.  Dorsey  swears  in  substance  that  he  knows  Nettleton,  Burson 
and  Lum,  the  latter  of  whom  had  gone  South  and  said  to  be  in  the 
Southern  Army ;  knows  that  Nettleton  took  Lum  to  steam-boat  wharf 
when  he  started  South.  Burson  boarded  with  Dorsey  and  Dorsey 
knows  that  Burson  corresponded  with  Lum  while  the  latter  was  in  the 
Southern  Army.  Burson  became  alarmed  when  Dorsey  told  him  that 
he  must  stop  the  correspondence.  Burson  was  clerk  in  the  Navy 
Department  and  was  turned  out  because  he  refused  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance. 
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There  are  t^ro  letters  on  file  in  my  office  obtained  from  Justice  Donn 
which  were  written  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  by  Nettleton  dated  respectively 
May  26  and  30,  1861,  In  the  former  he  says  that  he  is  out  of  money 
and  that  he  hardly  knows  what  to  do  to  pay  expenses;  that  he  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  money  sent  to  him  to  aid  him  in  getting  back  to 
Washington;  that  he  would  enlist  in  the  army  but  does  nothketo 
fight  against  the  South.  Sends  his  best  respects  to  Ham  Hughes  and 
requests  that  he  be  advised  to  "blow  out  his  light,"  an  expression 
which  acquires  significance  from  being  repeated  in  the  second  letter 
verbatim,  and  in  close  connection  with  his  stating  he  will  not  return  to 
Washington  under  five  weeks  as  he  intends  going  to  Eichmond  and 
will  stop  about  a  week  in  Washington.  Both  these  letters  are 
addressed  to  a  lady  in  Washington  whom  he  calls  "  Dearest  Laura." 
One  of  my  operatives  learned  that  this  "Dearest  Laura"  was  a  notori- 
ous courtesan  residing  in  Washington. 

A  package  of  several  letters  was  found  at  the  room  of  John  W.  Bur- 
son  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  which  was  handed  by  Justice  Donn  to  one 
of  my  operatives  on  the  18th  instant,  a  brief  of  which  letters  is  here- 
with submitted,  the  originals  being  on  file  in  my  office. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

Brief  of  the  letters  found  in  the  room  of  John  W.  Burson  at  the  time 

of  his  arrest. 

One  letter  dated  Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  17, 1861,  addressed  to  John 
W.  Burson  and  signed  by  B.  P.  Lum. 

No.  1. — Lum  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Burson's  letter  of  April  10. 
Says  that  he  (Lum)  is  out  of  money  and  wishes  Burson  to  send  him 
some.  Says  things  look  fine  since  the  fall  of  Sumter  and  that  the 
excitement  has  died  away.  He  tells  Burson  to  expect  lively  times  soon 
in  Florida.  Tells  Burson  he  must  hold  on  to  his  place  and  keep  still 
about  politics.  (Burson  was  clerk  in  the  Interior  Department  under 
Mr.  Buchanan.)  Lum  urges  as  a  reason  why  Burson  should  "  hold  on 
and  keep  still,"  that  "  ere  many  days  you  will  have  Jefi".  Davis  to  pre- 
side over  your  welfare ;  you  may  bet  your  life."  He  says,  "  Old  Abe  has 
but  very  few  days  to  remain  in  Washington,  and  I  expect  to  be  there  to 
help  drive  him  and  many  of  his  followers  from  every  foot  of  sacred  soil 
[which]  belongs  to  the  South;  you  may  expect  to  see  that  before  very 
long,  and  that  will  be  glory  enough  for  me."  "  You  may  say  to  Good- 
enough  that  he  and  a  good  many  others  will  not  be  excepted."  (This 
Goodenough  appears  to  have  been  a  Union  man  who  was  boarding  at 
the  same  house  with  Burson,  Emerson  and  Lum  while  they  were  all  in 
Washington,  and  he  (Goodenough)  is  referred  to  in  one  of  Nettleton's 
letters  as  being  a  man  standing  very  much  in  the  way  of  their  treason- 
able designs.)  Lum  says  they  are  hourly  expecting  to  hear  of  the 
ordinance  of  secession  from  Virginia,  and  that  when  that  takes  place 
there  will  be  100  guns  fired  in  her  honor  for  the  example  she  sets  to 
other  border  States,  He  says,  "Tell  Uncle  Pres.  that  he  is  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  any  other  element  exists  at  the  South  besides  that  of 
secession,"  He  says  all  lines  are  abolished  in  favor  of  the  single  idea 
of  Southern  rights;  that  every  man  is  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to 
shoulder  his  musket  in  defense  of  Southern  rights  and  Southern  honor; 
that  he  expects  Maryland  will  be  all  right;  that  General  Pillow  is  at 
Montgomery  offering  5,000  troops  to  the  Confederacy,  and  that  he 
can  raise  20,000  in  Tennessee,    He  closes  by  sending  his  respects  to 
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No.  2. — Dated  Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  8, 1861,  addressed  to  John 
W.  Burson  and  signed  by  B.  F.  Lum.  In  this  Lurn  strongly  solicits 
Burson  and  Nettleton  to  send  him  money  to  keep  him  along  till  he  can 
get  good  employ.  Wishes  that  Burson  conld  only  be  there  to  see  the 
military  display.  He  tells  Burson  he  will  tell  him  facts  which  he  must 
keep  profoundly  secret;  then  goes  on  to  say  that  as  soon  as  any  attack 
is  made  on  the  South  President  Davis  will  march  on  Washington  with 
a  large  army  of  men;  gives  Burson  the  strongest  assurances  of  the 
Southern  movement  on  Washington.  He  says  it  is  not  known  to  many 
persons,  and  he  found  it  out  through  the  Department.  He  closes  by 
urging  Burson  to  write  him  and  tell  all  about  Washington  and  what  is 
going  on  there. 

No.  3. — Dated  Montgomery,  Ala.,  April  29,  1861,  signed  by  B.  F. 
Lum  and  addressed  to  John  W.  Burson.  Lum  is  very  sorry  to  inform 
Burson  that  all  his  efforts  to  get  a  situation  have  failed ;  that  all  his 

is  spent,  and  that  no  chance  will  open  a  place  for  him  until  the 

volunteers  leave  for  Virginia  for  there  are  two  candidates  for  every 
vacancy;  that  he  has  about  concluded  to  enlist  in  a  rifle  regiment;  he 
is  about  as  well  satisfied  with  this  as  with  any  other  position  because 
he  wants  the  pleasure  of  driving  the  "  Goths  and  Vandals  "  from  Wash- 
ington ;  tells  Burson  he  may  rest  assured  in  this  being  done  ere  long, 
and  that  when  he  (Burson)  sees  them  he  will  acknowledge  that  they 
far  exceed  any  military  company  in  the  metropolis;  says  he  has  a  list 
of  names  -down  on  his  book  for  special  attention  when  he  gets  to  Wash- 
ington ;  wants  Burson  and  all  his  friends  to  be  ready  to  receive  the  Ala- 
bama chivalry  and  patriotism;  hopes  to  meet  some  of  the  wide-awakes; 
hopes  T.  W.  Dorsey  will  not  let  them  pass  without  some  marks  of 
respect  and  gratitude.  (This  Dorsey  is  keeper  of  the  house  where  Bur- 
son, Nettleton  and  Lum  were  boarding  in  Washington  on  Seventh 
between  I  and  K  streets.)  Says  that  Eepublicanism  has  come  to  the 
very  end  that  he  had  always  expected;  tells  Burson  that  he  was  badly 
treated  by  them  in  Washington  and  he  intends  revenge;  wants  to 
meet  his  old  friends  in  Washington  and  see  how  they  will  look  in  the 
face  of  an  extreme  Southern  army;  promises  Burson  to  drop  him  aline 
as  soon  as  he  reaches  Virginia. 

No.  4. — Dated  Montgomery,  Ala.,  May  1,  1861.  B.  F.  Lum  to  John 
W.  Burson.  He  says  after  writing  the  letter  of  April  29  he  has 
changed  his  plan  and  will  not  start  as  soon  for  Virginia  as  he  had 
before  expected ;  says  Burson  must  tell  the  boys  "  that  we  are  com- 
ing to  help  them  fight  the  battles  of  our  good  cause."  Says  tell 
T.  W.  Dorsey  not  to  be  dismayed;  that  he  will  get  something  good 
from  Jeff  Davis ;  says  he  will  make  it  part  of  his  business  to  see  that  the 
Southern  troops  do  Dorsey  and  his  property  no  serious  damage. 

No.  5.— Dated  May  27, 1861.  B.  F.  Lum  to  John  W.  Burson.  Tells 
Burson  that  he  is  coming  to  see  him  once  more.  He  will  start  to  Vir 
ginia  on  Monday  morning  if  God  spares  his  life;  says  that  on  reaching 
Virginia  he  will  write  a  note  to  Burson  to  let  him  know  how  he  (Lum) 
likes  army  life;  if  he  can  get  a  furlough  he  is  coming  from  Virginia  to 
Washington ;  that  he  is  to  be  a  second  lieutenant  in  a  rifle  company. 
Tlie  foregoing  was  postmarked  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 

No.  6.— Dated  Hartford,  Conn.,  August  27, 1861.  From  A.  Nettleton 
to  John  W.  Burson.  He  acknowledges  receipt  of  Burson's  letter  of  the 
20th  instant,  for  which  he  tenders  him  thanks ;  was  sorry  to  hear  of 
Norris'  death  for  "  he  was  one  of  us,"  and  could  be  illy  spared;  is  sorry 
to  hear  that  other  friends  were  wounded  in  the  Bull  Eun  battle  and 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  hopes  they  may  yet  live  to  have  sweet 
revenge  for  aU  that  they  have  suffered ;  is  glad  to  hear  that  Dorsey  is 
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coming  to  his  senses,  and  hopes  that  hereafter  Dorsey  will  see  facts  as 
they  exist,  and  that  his  mind  hereafter  will  be  less  changeable.  He 
says  that  the  action  of  the  Administration  for  the  last  ffew  weeks  con- 
vinces him,  as  he  has  always  said,  that  this  war  was  one  of  subjugation 
and  i.ct  restoration  of  the  Union;  that  the  subjugation  was  to  abolish 
slavery,  and  this  was  the  only  object,  which  nobody  can  deny;  and 
scofls  at  the  idea  of  this  being  a  republican  Government,  and  says  that 
no  crowned  head  in  Europe  would  have  dared  to  do  what  Lincoln  had 
for  he  would  lose  his  head  in  forty-eight  hours;  says  Lincoln  has 
committed  acts  that  would  damn  Mm  to  hell;  says  his  (Lincoln's)  party 
will  sustain  him  and  they  intend  to  lay  aside  all  civil  and  institute 
military  law;  says  that  the  Bridgeport  (Conn.)  Farmer  was  attacked 
by  a  mob  of  500  and  entirely  demolished,  all  because  it  favored  the 
rights  of  the  South,  and  for  favoring  the  close  of  this  war  by  a  fair 
and  honorable  compromise ;  says  that  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon 
the  office  of  the  Hartford  Times  there  had  been  stationed  in  the  build- 
ing [men]  determined  to  defend  it  while  life  lasted,  and  determined  to 
sacrifice  the  three  Eepublican  ofiSces  if  that  of  the  Times  was  destroyed; 
says  Burson  tells  him  in  his  letter  that  B.  P.  Lum  was  in  the  battle  of 
Bull  liun,  and  he  (Nettleton)  expresses  the  hope  that  Lum  enjoyed  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  himself  to  be  a  good  shot  and  that  he ''  bagged 
some  of  the  game."  Sends  his  kindest  regards  to  his  friend  Marriott, 
and  tell  him  the  damned  abolitionists  are  too  hard  for  him  here.  Closes 
in  a  postscript  saying  that  he  will  be  in  Washington  before  long,  but 
asks  Burson  not  to  let  anybody  know  about  it. 

No.  7.— Dated  Wetliersfleld,  Conn.,  August  9, 1861.  A.  Nettleton  to 
J.  W.  Burson,  Thomas  Dorsey,  of  Dorsey's  Hotel,  corner  Seventh  and  I 
streets.  Inquires  if  Burson  is  in  Washington,  and  if  not  what  is  his 
address;  inquires  also  for  the  post-office  address  of  Benjamin  Dorsey 
and  James  Morris;  also  to  know  where  Doctor  Snowden  is;  says  if  the 
hard  times  go  on  much  longer  laboring  classes  will  revolt;  inquires  if 
Dorsey  has  heard  of  Lum  lately. 

No.  8.— Dated  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  August  13, 1861.  A.  Nettleton  to 
John  W.  Burson.  Acknowledges  Burson's  letter  of  the  10th ;  says  he 
has  done  but  little  for  three  months  except  to  drink  whisky;  says  he 
was  glad  to  hear  that  the  "  damned  sons  of  bitches  of  Yankees  got 
defeated  at  Bull  Run."  Says,  "It  would  have  suited  me  if  every 
mother's  son  of  them  had  been  left  dead  on  the  battle-field."  Thinks 
the  Yankees  as  a  general  thing  are  a  poor,  worthless  set  of  devils,  of 
no  use  to  themselves  nor  anybody  else,  and  that  they  are  worth  3  cents 
a  pound  more  dead  than  alive;  that  at  Bull  Euu  they  got  what  they 
justly  deserved  but  not  as  much  as  he  wished  they  had.  Nettleton 
says  he  is  coming  to  Washington  in  the  course  of  three  weeks  and  per- 
haps may  go  farther  South. 

The  following  is  a  paper  found  among  Burson's  letters  and  written 
in  Burson's  handwriting : 

Washington,  September  5, 1861. 
Mr.  John  W.  Burson. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  please  call  at  my  headquarters.    I  wish  to  see  you  and  employ 
you  as  a  guide  to  go  with  me  through  to  Fairfax  as  a  guide  and  oii  to  the  Junction. 
Eespectfully,  youis, 

McCLELLAN, 
General,  Commanding. 

No.  9. — A  note  dated  August  3, 1861,  signed  by  John  W.  Burson  and 
addressed  to  Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  states  that  he 
has  heard  the  friends  of  the  late  Colonel  Cameron  are  anxious  to  obtain 
Viia  rAinn,7Ti.s;  and  offers  his  scrviccs  to  obtain  the  same. 
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TSo.  10. — This  IS  an  anonymous  letter  written  in  pencil  addressed 
without  date  to  John  W.  Burson.  The  writer  states  that  he  is  about 
to  communicate  information  to  Burson  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
the  South  and  that  he  knows  Burson's  sympathies  to  be  all  with  the 
South.  He  then  goes  on  to  say  that  he  feels  a  hearty  conviction  of 
duty  to  forewarn  the  South  of  their  impending  danger,  and  that  he 
selects  Burson  because  he  knows  the  latter  carries  in  his  bosom  a 
Southern  heart  whose  sympathies  are  wholly  identified  with  them. 
Says  the  writer : 

Besides  I  have  written  to  other  gentlemen  who  hare  not  received  my  letters  or 
have  deemed  them  unworthy  of  notice.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Governor  Wise  last  fall 
prior  to  the  invasion  by  John  Brown,  which  he  heeded  not.  More  latterly  I  wrote 
one  to  Governor  Floyd  stating  that  there  was  a  plot  on  foot  in  the  Northwest  to 
invade  the  Sonth  in  case  of  Lincoln's  election  to  whip  them  into  subjection  and  free 
the  slaves.  Mr.  Floyd  has  not  received  my  letter  or  he  has  deemed  it  unworthy  of 
notice.  This  information  I  now  communicate  to  yon  hoping  that  you  will  place  it 
in  the  hands  of  some  Southern  gentleman  of  influence  who  will  exhort  the  South, 
especially  Virginia,  to  prepare  for  the  worst,  for  I  call  upon  high  heaven  to  witness 
what  I  have  stated  is  true.  I  have  traveled  over  the  greater  portions  of  Illinois 
and  Ohio  and  heard  it  intimated  a  thousand  times.  A  short  time  since  in  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  at  a  political  meeting  resolutions  were  adopted  to  invade  the  State 
of  Virginia  between  now  and  the  4tli  of  March  or  about  that  time. 

On  a  part  of  the  same  sheet  is  a  note  written  and  signed  by  J.  W. 
Burson  addressed  to  Miss  Parsons  apologizing  for  an  insulting  remark 
made  about  her  as  she  was  passing  by  where  Burson  and  another 
gentleman  stood.  This  note  is  dated  "Washington,  D.  C,  Wednesday 
morn,  31." 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  25, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General,:  Having  examined  the  cases  of  John  W.  Burson,  Alfred 
Nettleton  and  Thomas  Hitchcock  I  have  to  inform  you  that  they  cannot 
be  released. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  December  20, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  You  will  please  transfer    *    *    •    John  W.  Burson  and 
Alfred  Nettleton    *    *    *    to  Port  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


OPPICE   OF   THE  COMMISSION 

Political  Prison] 
Washington,  March  25, 1862. 


Eelating  to  Political  Prisoners, 


W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  &o. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  discharge  Alfred  Nettleton    *    ♦    *    prisoners 
confined  in  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison  on  their  giving  their  paroles 
of  honor  not  to  render  any  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 
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Washington,  March  25, 1862. 
I,  Alfred  Nettleton,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

ALFKED  NETTLETON. 


Office  of  the  Commission 
Eelating  to  Political  Peisoners, 

Washington,  March  26, 1862. 
W.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  Superintendent,  &c. 

Sir:  You  will  please  discharge  John  W.  Burson,  a  prisoner  confined 
in  the  Old  Capitol  Military  Prison,  on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honor 
that  he  will  not  render  any  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Washington,  March  26, 1862. 
I,  John  W.  Burson,  of  the  county  of  Loudoun,  Va.,  do  hereby  give 
my  parole  of  honor  that  1  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies 
in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  W.  BUESON. 


Case  of  Bichard  Thomas  (Zarvona). 

This  person,  who  was  indicted  by  the  name  of  Eichard  Thomas  but 
who  signs  his  name  as  Zarvona,  was  arrested  early  in  July,  1861,  and 
imprisoned  at  Fort  McHenry  from  whence  he  was  afterward  removed 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  piracy  and  with  being  a  spy. 
He  was  afterward  indicted  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  for  the  district  of 
Maryland  for  treason  in  committing  the  act  of  piracy  alleged  against 
him,  namely,  the  surprise  and  capture  of  the  steam-boat  Saint  Nich- 
olas* by  taking  passage  on  board  of  her  disguised  in  female  attire,  with 
a  large  force  or  band  of  Confederates  disguised  as  laborers  or  mechan- 
ics, and  after  departure  on  the  voyage  rising  upon  the  master  and  crew 
and  taking  said  vessel  by  force  into  their  possession  and  into  a  portion 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  then  in  rebellion.  The  evidence  upon  which 
the  said  indictment  is  founded  has  not  been  sent  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment. It  is  not  known  that  the  defendant  has  been  arraigned  on  said 
indictment.  The  military  authorities  at  Baltimore  have  objected  to 
Thomas  being  exchanged,  preferring  that  he  be  put  on  trial  for  the 
offenses  of  piracy  and  being  a  spy  to  treating  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
The  said  Thomas  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■^Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^'' 

*  The  Saint  Nicholas  was  seized  June  28,  1861,  hut  no  report  of  the  affair  oan  be 
found  in  the  War  Department.    But  see  Naval  W.  E.,  Vol.  IV,  p.  549  et  aeq. 
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FoKT  McHbnbt,  Md.,  July  8, 1861. 
The  Seoeetaet  op  Wae: 

Four  men  were  arrested  this  evening  on  board  the  Mary  Washington, 
parties  to  the  seizure  of  the  Saint  Nicholas.  The  leader  is  a  colonel  in 
the  Virginia  volunteers.  His  commission  dates  July  1,  and  bears 
address  to  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona.  Richard  Thomas  is  his  true 
name.  They  were  identified  by  officers  and  men  of  the  Saint  Nicholas 
who  were  on  board  the  Mary  Washington.  The  colonel  was  secreted 
in  a  bureau.  He  was  undoubtedly  on  another  mission.  He  was  iden- 
tified here  as  a  West  Point  studeut. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Fort  McHbney,  July  8, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TovmsEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Four  men,  parties  to  the  seizure  of  the  Saint  Nicholas,  were  arrested 
on  board  the  Mary  Washington  this  evening.  The  officers  and  sailors 
of  the  Saint  Nicholas  on  board  the  Mary  Washington  identified  the 
prisoners.  The  leader  had  a  commission  as  colonel  of  the  Virginia 
army  dated  July  1  and  signed  by  Governor  Letcher.  He  was  secreted 
ill  a  bureau  when  arrested.  Captain  Williams  who  arrested  him  iden- 
tified him  as  a  West  Point  student. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Headquaetees  Dbpaetment  op  Annapolis, 

July  13, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TowTffSEWD,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

SiE:  *  *  »  It  is  my  duty  to  represent  to  the  Government  that  such 
prisoners  as  Marshal  Kane*  and  Colonel  Thomas  are  not  entirely  safe 
if  they  should  contemplate  the  chances  of  escape.  No  such  suspicions 
exist  as  to  the  first,  but  the  second  is  a  dangerous  and  desperate  man. 
He  is  confined  in  a  room  within  twenty  feet  of  the  sallyport  with  seven 
others  equally  desperate  and  so  far  as  we  can  judge  his  companions  in 
the  piratical  acts  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Four  of  these  were  brought 
in  yesterday  armed  with  weapons  and  ammunition  sufficient  for  six  or 
eight  men,  and  moving  when  arrested  as  we  suppose  for  the  purpose 
of  joining  other  parties  of  the  same  character  of  whose  organization 
and  purposes  we  have  had  notice  from  the  Government  at  Washington, 
the  owners  of  steam -boats  and  many  private  sources.  With  the 
measures  we  are  taking  the  arrests  of  these  persons  will  be  rapidly 
multiplied. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis. 

Headquaetees  Department  of  Annapolis, 

Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  July  14, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

SiE :  By  direction  of  Major-General  Banks  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief  that  the  schooner  Georgiana, 
owned  by  Thomas  and  his  party  and  with  which  a  portion  of  them 

•  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  619,  for  case  of  the  Baltimore  police  commissioners  and 
Marsbal  Kane. 
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had  been  lying  in  wait  for  the  capture  of  other  steamers  from  Balti- 
more, has  been  taken  possession  of  and  is  now  at  the  dock  of  this  port, 
having  been  ran  aground  and  deserted  by  the  crew.  No  capture  of 
rebels  was  made  on  board  of  her. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headqttabtebs  Depaetmbnt  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  5, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  MoGlellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Genebal:  •  •  •  Two  of  these  prisoners  are  confined  for  piracy. 
One  is  the  celebrated  Thomas  or  Colonel  Zarvona,  commonly  known  as 
the  French  lady.  He  is  of  one  of  the  first  families  in  Maryland ;  is  rich, 
intelligent  and  resolute.  His  nervous  system  is  much  broken  by  con- 
finement and  want  of  active  occupation  and  he  has  made  earnest 
appeals  to  me  for  the  privilege  of  walking  about  the  garrison  within 
the  walls  on  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  attempt  to  escape.  There  is  no 
doubt  it  would  be  sacredly  respected.  I  have  not  thought  proper  to 
extend  the  indulgence  to  him,  though  I  think  his  health  requires  it, 
without  your  direction.    *    *    • 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Hbadquaetees  op  the  Aemy, 

Washington,  September  10, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  TJ,  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c..  Fort  McHenry,  Baltim^ore,  Md. 
SiB:  Your  letters  of  the  5th  and  8th  instant  to  Major-General 
McClellan  on  the  subject  of  the  prisoners  confined  in  Fort  McHenry 
have  been  referred  to  the  General-in-Chief  who  directs  me  to  reply  as 
follows :  *  *  *  In  regard  to  the  prisoner  Thomas  the  general  does 
not  think  it  prudent  to  extend  his  liberty.    *    *    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Hbadquaetees  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  11, 1861. 
William  Meade  Addison,  JJ.  8.  District  Attorney. 

Sib  :  We  have  several  witnesses  detained  in  the  case  of  Thomas. 
What  is  the  extent  of  our  control  over  them  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  pay 
while  detained?  They  are  restive  and  were  disorderly  and  Colonel 
Morris  in  consequence  put  them  in  a  cell  by  night  and  on  fatigue  duty 
by  day.  They  are  sailors  and  are  not  very  well  contented  on  dry  land. 
If  they  are  entitled  to  pay  how  can  they  get  it?  Some  of  them  have 
families,  and  as  they  are  deprived  by  their  detention  of  the  power  of 
earning  anything  they  think  the  Government  should  pay  them  so  that 
their  wives  and  children  may  not  suffer. 
EespectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Maior- General.  Commanding. 
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Adjittant-Geneeal's  Office, 

Washington,  September  28, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Morris,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  McEenry,  Md. : 
Send  to  this  office  without  delay  all  the  papers  on  file  at  Port 
McHenry  relating  to  the  case  of  Zarvona  alias  Thomas. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

[No  date.] 
Col.  Thomas  Zarvona,  confined  at  Baltimore  as  a  political  prisoner, 
was  an  officer  in  the  Confederate  service  when  captured.    If  evidences 
of  this  fact  are  needed  they  will  be  produced.    His  exchange  for  an 
equivalent  is  asked. 

EOBT.  OULD, 
[Confederate]  Agent,  &o. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  November  22, 1861. 
Hon,  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  There  are  six  sailors  in  custody  at  Fort  McHenry  detained  as 
witnesses  in  the  case  of  Thomas  alias  Colonel  Zarvona  alias  the  French 
lady,  who  is  indicted  for  piracy.  These  men  have  now  been  in  custody 
for  several  months.  Their  clothes  are  worn  out.  Some  of  them  have 
wives  and  children  without  the  means  of  support.  They  are  entitled 
to  a  per  diem  allowance  during  their  detention,  and  the  U.  S.  district 
judge  would  have  ordered  it  to  be  paid  to  them  if  they  had  been  in  the 
custody  of  the  court.  Will  you  please  to  give  the  necessary  direction 
for  the  relief  of  these  men  who  are  detained  by  the  Government  for  its 
own  benefit  and  who  ought  at  least  to  receive  the  allowance  to  which 
they  are  entitled  by  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 
Major-Oeneral,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  2, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  memorandum* 
which  has  been  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Schleiden,  the  minister  from 
Belgium,  relative  to  John  Henry  Bargfried  who  is  supposed  to  be  in 
confinement  at  Fort  McHenry.  Will  you  please  ascertain  whether  his 
testimony  against  Colonel  Thomas  is  material.  If  it  is  I  will  thank 
you  to  see  that  he  is  provided  with  necessary  clothing  and  that  his 
confinement  is  made  as  comfortable  as  is  consistent  with  his  safe 
keeping.  If  on  the  contrary  you  should  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
his  testimony  is  immaterial  or  unnecessary  you  may  release  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

*  Not  found. 
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Headquabtees,  Baltimore,  Md.,  December  3, 1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  MoERis,  Commanding  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore. 

Colonel:  You  will  please  have  ready  for  embarking  on  the  New 
York  steamer  which  leaves  here  at  2.30  p.  m.  the  foUowiDg-named 
political  prisoners  now  confined  in  Fort  McHenry  to  be  taken  to  Fort 
Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor :  Eichard  Thomas  Zarvona,    *    *    * 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  December  3, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  from  General  Dix  the  following 
prisoners  from  Fort  McHenry  and  have  sent  them  to  Fort  Lafayette: 
Richard  Thomas  Zarvona.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  December  9, 1861. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  of  the  22d  ultimo 
addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  six  sailors 
at  Fort  McHenry  detained  as  witnesses  in  the  case  of  Colonel  (Zarvona) 
Thomas.  John  Henry  Bargfried,  referred  to  in  your  letter  of  the  2d 
instant,  is  one  of  these  six  persons.  At  my  request  Colonel  Morris, 
commanding  at  Fort  McHenry,  has  examined  the  <!ase  and  makes  the 
following  report: 

The  within-named  John  Henry  Bargfried  is  an  important  witness  in  the  case  of 
Colonel  Thomas  alias  Zarvona.  He  together  with  the  other  witnesses  in  the  same 
case  was  for  a  length  of  time  after  his  reception  at  this  post  allowed  the  liberty  of 
the  public  grounds  and  lodged  and  fed  as  comfortably  as  the  men  of  the  garrison. 
He  made  his  escape  from  the  post  and  proceeded  to  Baltimore  where  he  was  arrested 
by  the  police  and  brought  back,  since  which  he  has  been  more  closely  contined  but 
only  with  such  restrictions  as  are  necessary  to  prevent  his  escape.  The  food  fur- 
nished him  has  been  in  all  respects  the  same  as  that  provided  for  the  troops,  but  I 
respectfully  recommend  that  be  be  furnished  with  suitable  clothing. 

In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  in  my  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  I  trust  these  men  may  receive  the  per  diem  allowance  to  which 
they  are  entitled  as  several  of  them  have  wives  and  children.  As 
they  are  shut  up  and  can  earn  nothing  by  their  labor  they  ought  to 
receive  the  compensation  which  is  allowed  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Fort  Lafayette,  December  10, 1861. 
Hon.  M.  F.  Odell,  Member  of  Congress,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  *  *  *  i  see  by  to-day's  papers  that  Congress  is  tak- 
ing some  steps  toward  an  exchange.  Independent  from  that  I  am  well 
satisfied  that  if  the  authorities  will  consent  to  an  exchange  of  one 

*  Omitted  here.    See  p.  382. 
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person  now  in  confinement  (not  as  a  prisoner  of  war  taken  with  arms) 
that  for  him  Col.  A.  M.  Wood  and  all  the  privates  and  members  of  the 
Fourteenth  [Eighty-fourth]  will  be  given.  I  will  give  the  name  with 
the  understanding  that  no  publicity  shall  be  given  but  the  case  to  be 
kept  as  secret  as  possible.  I  refer  to  Richard  T.  Zarvona  confined  in 
the  next  room  to  mine.  I  know  of  what  I  write.  *  *  *  Any  com- 
munication in  relation  to  the  above  address  me  and  if  the  authorities 
consent  obtain  the  necessary  permit  to  obtain  the  necessary  authority 
from  him.  If  nothing  can  be  done  either  for  Colonel  Wood  and  Four- 
teenth [Eighty-fourth]  or  the  other  party  destroy  this.  I  would  suggest 
you  to  see  personally  the  authorities  as  it  is  at  his  request  that  this 
matter  be  kept  as  secret  as  possible.  Excuse  the  composition  of  this 
as  I  have  written  without  copy.  Please  write  me. 
Yours,  most  truly, 

WM.  H.  SUYDAM. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  11, 1861. 
Mr.  R.  SCHI.EIDEN,  Minister  Resident. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  memorandum  of  the  22d  ultimo  I  have  the 
honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  made  inquiries  of  Major-General  Dix 
concerning  John  Henry  Bargfried  and  am  informed  that  he  is  regarded 
as  an  important  witness  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Thomas  (Zarvona)  and 
that  after  his  reception  at  Fort  McHenry  he  was  allowed  the  liberty  of 
the  public  grounds  and  was  treated  in  every  respect  as  the  men  of  the 
garrison  were  until  he  made  his  escape.  Since  his  re- arrest  he  has  been 
more  closely  confined  but  only  to  such  an  extent  as  is  deemed  neces 
sary  to  prevent  him  from  again  escaping.  I  have  also  to  state  that 
General  Dix  informs  me  that  he  has  recommended  the  Secretary  oi 
War  to  allow  Mr.  Bargfried  a  per  diem  for  the  time  he  is  necessarily 
held  as  a  witness.  This  if  allowed  will  be  amply  sufficient  to  provide 
him  with  any  comforts  he  may  need.  He  has  already  been  provided 
with  clothing. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


89  Madison  Street,  New  York,  December  13, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Honored  Sir  :  The  inclosed  letter  from  a  witness  confined  in  Fort 
McHenry  to  his  wife  in  this  city  is  of  a  character  to  require  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  proper  authorities.  The  writer  is  a  seaman,  a 
member  of  my  congregation.  He  is  not  accused  of  crime  and  yet 
appears  to  be  treated  worse  than  those  who  are  traitors  to  our  Govern- 
ment. Will  you  for  the  sake  of  his  wife  and  three  children  who  are 
now  suffering  for  bread  and  for  the  sake  of  our  common  humanity  read 
this  letter  and  see  that  inquiry  is  made  into  the  easel 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  JONES, 
Pastor  of  the  Mariners'  Church. 

[InclOBure.] 

Fort  McHenry,  November  26, 1861. 
My  Dear  Wipe:  In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  the  trial  was  put 
back  until  next  April  and  that  I  had  promise  of  having  something 
done  for  us,  but  as  yet  nobody  has  been  here  and  I  am  at  a  loss  what 
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to  do.  Dear  Ann,  knowing  that  you  had  trouble  enough  to  contend 
with  I  have  kept  all  my  own  sufferings  locked  in  my  own  bosom,  think- 
ing it  would  be  time  enough  for  you  to  know  all  after  I  had  been 
released,  and  the  hope  of  having  both  your  and  my  miseries  ended  this 
month  has  kept  me  in  pretty  good  spirits  although  many  times  I  have 
cursed  the  hour  that  brought  me  to  this  place  of  misery. 

My  dear  wife,  I  now  send  you  a  true  statement  of  my  treatment  since  I 
have  been  here,  and  I  think  if  you  could  manage  to  get  it  published  in  one 
of  the  daily  papers  it  could  not  fail  to  come  before  the  eyes  of  some  kind 
person  who  would  have  both  power  and  the  will  to  investigate  our  case 
and  have  justice  done  us,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  by  the  laws  of  a  civ- 
ilized country  innocent  men  can  be  imprisoned  for  months  without 
support  for  themselves  or  their  families. 

On  the  8th  day  of  July  six  of  the  crew  of  the  different  vessels  taken 
by  the  Confederates  on  the  28th  of  June  were  detained  as  witnesses 
against  Colonel  Thomas  under  promise  of  kind  treatment  and  $2  per 
day.  As  you  know  I  am  one  of  this  unhappy  number,  and  how  this 
promise  has  been  kept  I  will  now  state:  We  arrived  here  in  very  desti- 
tute condition,  having  lost  nearly  everything  on  our  journey  from 
Eichmond  here.  From  the  outsetting  we  had  to  sleep  on  bare  boards, 
but  being  warm  weather  we  did  not  mind  it  much ;  and  as  we  expected 
to  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  we  did  not  apply  for  anything  until  tlie  lat- 
ter part  of  August  when  our  case  was  stated  to  the  commanding  oflBcer, 
ColoTiel  Morris.  He  returned  us  as  answer  that  he  never  heard  of 
such  a  thing  as  witnesses  receiving  any  pay  but  that  he  would  see 
about  blankets.  At  the  same  time  he  told  us  he  would  have  to  give  us 
something  to  do  or  we  would  spoil,  and  true  to  his  word  shortly  after 
orders  were  given  for  one  of  us  every  day  to  assist  in  the  kitchen.  We 
at  first  refused,  and  for  our  pains  we  were  locked  up  in  dark  cells  for 
five  days  during  the  day  and  at  night  were  turned  out  to  sleep  in  the 
yard.  We  were  then  released,  and  had  to  assist  in  the  kitchen  for  fear 
of  similar  treatment. 

We  have  stated  our  case  to  General  Dix  repeatedly,  but  he  says  we 
are  under  Colonel  Morris'  charge  and  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  us. 
About  the  last  of  September  one  of  our  number  who  slept  near  the  door 
was  told  by  the  sergeant  of  the  room  (we  were  kept  among  the  soldiers) 
not  to  show  himself  again  in  the  room  because  a  dog  belonging  to  the 
fort  had  dirtied  the  floor.  The  man  not  knowing  where  to  go  made  his 
escape  out  of  the  fort  into  the  city  where  he  was  arrested  and  brought 
back  and  handcuffed.  Since  then  we  have  been  kept  in  the  prisoners' 
department,  which  is  a  stable  in  not  the  best  condition.  Every  breath 
of  wind  goes  right  through  and  no  sunshine  can  get  through.  After 
we  had  been  there  about  a  fortnight  Colonel  Morris  gave  orders  for 
two  of  us  every  week  to  cook  for  the  outside  prisoners  consisting  of 
from  twenty  to  forty  men.  We  refused,  not  caring  what  would  be  the 
result.  Since  then  we  have  received  our  rations  raw  and  have  to  get 
them  cooked  ourselves  the  best  way  we  can. 

I  would  say  a  great  deal  more  but  I  think  this  enough  to  show  that 
a  ceU  in  a  city  prison  would  be  far  preferable  to  our  present  condition. 
I  have  applied  by  letter  to  both  of  the  officers  who  detained  us  here,  and 
the  marshal  of  the  city  has  been  applied  to,  so  far  without  success, 
and  1  give  up  all  hope  of  having  anything  done  for  us. 

We  are  almost  naked,  and  if  it  were  not  for  some  old  clothes  that  I 
have  received  from  the  soldiers  I  should  have  to  paint  my  body  and  go 
naked.  We  have  no  fire  or  any  blankets,  so  you  may  judge  what  a  life 
25  E  E— SEEIBS  n,  VOL  n 
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we  lead.    If  you  could  get  a  lawyer  to  take  your  case  in  hand  I  think 
the  Government  would  have  to  support  you.    I  continue  to  enjoy  good 
health,  and  I  hope  this  will  find  you  all  well. 
I  remain,  your  affectionate  husband, 

CHAELES  WILSOK. 


Headquarteks,  Baltimore,  December  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  papers  inclosed  to  me  in  relation  to 
Charles  Wilson  and  M.  J.  Koldenback.*  Of  the  latter  we  have  no 
knowledge  whatever.  He  has  never  been  confined  at  Fort  McHenry. 
May  he  not  be  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  in  Washington  ?  Wilson  is 
one  of  the  witnesses  detained  by  the  Government  in  the  case  of  Thomas 
alias  Zarvona,  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  you  of  December  9  and  in 
my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  22d  of  November  last,  inclosed 
in  mine  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  December  22, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  A. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  held  as  a  prisoner  of  state  as  I  have  been  unoffi 
cially  informed  for  five  months  and  a  half.  My  health  which  for  sev- 
eral years  has  been  delicate  now  causes  me  great  suffering.  I  request 
you  to  release  me  upon  parole.  I  will  offer  you  guarantees  which  I 
believe  you  will  consider  sufficient  that  any  obligation  which  I  enter 
upon  will  oe  faithfully  kept. 

Eespectfully,  the  colonel, 

ZAEVONA. 


No.  9  Monroe  Street,  New  York,  January  3, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Please  excuse  me,  but  necessity  compels  me  to  call  your  atten- 
tion once  more  to  the  case  of  Charles  Wilson,  my  husband,  now  in 
prison  to  wait  the  trial  of  Thomas  the  rebel.  He  is  witness  against 
him,  and  has  been  in  prison  at  Baltimore  since  July  last.  The  partic- 
ulars of  the  case  were  sent  to  you  some  time  in  November  last  by 
Capt.  Joseph  O'Donoghue,  of  Company  C,  Eighty-eighth  Eegiment 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  I  have  been  patiently  waiting  ever  since 
for  his  release.  Wilson  was  a  hand  on  board  of  the  schooner  Margaret, 
of  Boston,  when  taken  by  Thomas.  Please  let  him  come  home  or 
please  let  me  know  why  not.  My  three  children  have  been  sick  for 
some  time  and  two  at  present  lie  at  the  point  of  death,  and  myself  in  a 
state  of  destitution,  and  have  I  might  say  no  aid  at  all.  It  depends 
on  you  whether  we  live  or  die.  For  God's  sake  let  my  husband  come 
home. 
Mrs.  C.  a.  WILSON. 

*  No  papers  found  relating  to  Koldenback. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington  January  6, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General:  Application  has  been  made  for  the  release  of  Charles 
Wilson,  who  is  confined  in  Fort  McHenry  as  a  witness  against  Thomas 
Zarvona.  If  there  is  no  objection  within  your  knowledge  you  will 
please  release  Wilson  on  his  giving  assurances  satisfactory  to  yourself 
that  he  will  aiipear  and  give  his  testimony  against  the  prisoner  Thomas 
Zarvona  whenever  required  to  do  so. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Fort  Lafayette,  Jamuary  9,  1862. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  State  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  addressed  to  you  a  letter  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1861. 
A  response  is  requested. 

Eespectfully,  the  colonel, 

ZARVONA. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  January  11,  1862. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

SlE:  I  have  the  lionor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant 
relating  to  the  release  of  Charles  Wilson,  confined  at  Fort  McHenry 
as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  Zarvona,  and  have  referred  it  to  Colonel 
Morris,  commanding  at  Fort  McHenry,  who  has  made  to  me  the 
following  report: 

Wilson  ia  an  important  witness  in  the  case  of  Zarvona,  and  states  that  he  is  nnable 
to  give  secnrity  for  his  appearance.  He  did  not  apply  himself  for  his  release  and 
snpposes  that  his  wife  made  the  application.  He  ia  wlUing  to  remain  here  provided 
some  means  of  support  are  furnished  his  family  which  is  in  destitute  circumstances. 

Permit  me  in  this  connection  to  call  your  attention  to  my  letter  of 
the  9th  of  December  last  in  which  I  recommended  the  payment  to  all 
these  witnesses  of  the  per  diem  allowance  to  which  they  are  entitled 
that  their  wives  and  children  might  not  suffer. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 


Fort  Lafayette,  February  3, 1862. 
Hon.  James  A.  Peaece,  Washington,  I).  G. 

Dear  Sir:  I  notice  in  the  daily  papers  that  application  has  been 
made  to  authorities  of  the  South  for  the  exchange  of  Colonel  Corcoran, 
of  the  Federal  Army ;  also  notice  his  friends  are  exceedingly  anxious 
to  obtain  the  presence  of  Colonel  Corcoran  among  them  once  more. 
Now  in  my  opinion  this  object  could  be  soon  effected  if  Colonel  Zar- 
vona, of  the  Confederate  Army,  at  present  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, were  offered  in  exchange  for  Colonel  Corcoran,  of  the  Federal 
Army.  Colonel  Zarvona  has  been  a  prisoner  since  July  last  and  has 
been  subject  to  iUness  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  I  would  have 
you  to  understand  that  this  proposition  comes  from  myself  and  not 
from  Colonel  Zarvona.    I  respectfully  ask  you  to  cuubiuer  the  above, 
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and  if  you  can  conscientiously  do  so  aid  the  cause  of  humanity  by  lay- 
ing the  matter  before  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  State  at  Washington. 
Tour  Mend  and  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  EASIN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington^  February  4, 1862. 
Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  William 
Gitting,  who  is  detained  at  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  as  a  witness  against  Colonel  Thomas  alias 
Zarvona  alias  the  French  lady.  There  are  other  persons  similarly 
detained  in  the  same  case  all  of  whom  are  represented  to  be  poor  men. 
and  some  of  them  having  families  that  are  in  a  suffering  condition. 
General  Dix  recommends  the  payment  to  all  of  these  witnesses  of  a 
per  diem  allowance  to  which  they  are  entitled.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  recommendation  is  reasonable  and  that  the  payment  should  be 
promptly  made.  I  inclose  also  a  letter*  from  Captain  O'Donoghue  rela- 
tive to  the  case  of  Charles  Wilson,  another  witness  similarly  detained. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  return  these  inclosures  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W1LLIA.M  H.  SEWAED. 

[In  closure.] 

FoKT  McHenkt,  Md.,  February  4, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix. 

Honorable  Sir  :  I  respectfully  solicit  your  kind  attention  after  a 
confinement  of  seven  months,  as  I  am  entirely  destitute  of  clothing  and 
other  necessaries  of  life.  I  am  held  as  a  witness  against  Colonel 
Tliomas,  of  the  rebel  army,  who  stands  indicted  for  piracy.  I  lost  a 
great  amount  of  my  fclothing  when  he  took  possession  of  the  vessel 
where  I  was  employed,  and  since  being  detained  in  this  fort  I  have  not 
received  the  least  piece  of  clothing  or  one  cent  of  money.  I  ]iray  that 
you  may  kindly  intercede  in  my  behalf  and  please  let  me  know  whether 
anything  can  be  done. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

W.  GITTING, 
Witness  against  Colonel  Thomas. 

Fort  McHenry,  February  4, 1862. 
Frederick  Bernal,  Esq.,  &c. 

Dear  Sir  :  I,  the  undersigned,  most  respectfully  inform  you  that  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1861, 1  was  detained  here  as  a  witness  against  Colonel 
Thomas  (the  French  lady).  I  was  a  seaman  on  board  the  schooner 
Mary  Pierce,  of  Boston,  which  was  captured  by  Colonel  Thomas  ou  the 
29th  of  June  in  the  Chesapeake  and  made  a  prize  to  the  Confederates. 
On  my  return  here  in  the  steamer  Mary  Washington  Colonel  Thomas 
was  a  passenger  in  her  likewise.  He  was  arrested  here  and  myself 
and  five  others  were  kept  as  witnesses  against  him.  During  all  this 
time,  now  near  seven  months,  I  have  not  been  able  to  receive  any  money 
or  clothing  although  I  have  often  made  application  for  it  and  I  am  now 
in  most  destitute  circumstances.  1  most  humbly  beg  of  you,  sir,  if  it 
be  in  your  power  to  interfere  for  me  and  if  possible  get  me  part  of  my 
pay- 

*NotincloBed. 
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I  am  a  British  subject,  born  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.    Hoping  you 
will  kindly  take  my  case  in  hand  and  relieve  me  from  suffering, 
I  am,  &c., 

THOMAS  INGRAM. 


Fort  Lafayette,  February  0, 1863. 
William  H.  Suydam,  Esq., 

Howard  House,  East  New  York. 
Dear  Sir  :  When  I  last  saw  you  in  this  fort  you  made  a  proposition 
to  exchange  a  Mend  of  yours  for  Colonel  Zarvona.  I  then  said  I 
could  not  mention  it  to  the  colonel,  but  if  you  could  do  so  I  would 
answer  for  the  colonel.  I  now  say  if  Colonel  Corcoran  is  the  friend  I 
can  get  the  exchange  if  permitted  to  go  to  Eichmond.  I  am  as  confi- 
dent as  I  exist  that  if  there  is  a  man  the  colonel  is  that  man.  I  write 
without  his  knowledge.  Please  answer  as  soon  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  W.  EASIK 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  14, 1862. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter*  from  one  of  the  sailors  who 
have  been  held  in  confinement  at  Fort  McHeiiry  for  several  months  as 
witnesses  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Zarvona  alias  Thomas,  and  to  renew 
my  repeated  requests  that  these  unfortunate  men  may  be  paid  in  order 
that  they  may  provide  themselves  with  necessary  clothing  and  do 
something  for  the  support  of  their  families. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  17, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

GEirBRAL :  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform  this  Department 
whether  in  your  judgment  Colonel  Thomas  alias  Zarvona  alias  the 
French  lady  ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  list  of  prisoners  of  war? 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  20, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  the  letter  of  Colonel  Thomas  (or 
Zarvona)t  referred  to  me  on  the  10th  instant.  I  did  not  report  on  it 
in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  whom  I 
wished  to  see.  Two  days  ago  the  Secretary  of  War  submitted  to  me 
the  inquiry  whether  Thomas  should  be  transferred  to  the  list  of  pris- 

*  Omitted  as  uuimportant. 

tNot  found,  but  see  Zarvoua  to  Secretary  of  State,  December  22, 1861,  p.  386,  and 
also  of  January  9, 1862,  p.  387. 
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oners  of  war.    I  have  replied  that  he  ought  not.    I  suppose  this  answer 
accompanied  by  my  reasons  renders  any  report  to  you  unnecessary. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

Hbadqxtaetees,  Baltimore,  Fehriiary  JSO,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  instant  asking  whether  Colonel  Thomas 
alias  Zarvona  alias  the  French  lady  ought  to  be  transferred  to  the  list 
of  prisoners  of  war  is  received.  I  think  not.  He  went  in  the  disguise 
of  a  woman  on  board  the  steamer  Saint  Nicholas,  running  as  a  pas- 
senger vessel  between  this  city  and  the  Potomac,  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  a  number  of  other  persons  disguised  as  mechanics  seized  the 
vessel  and  carried  her  into  Virginia  as  a  prize.  He  afterward  returned 
to  Maryland  with  a  commission  as  colonel  in  the  service  of  Virginia  and 
was  detected  and  arrested  on  the  Patuxent  Eiver  in  this  State.  These 
transactions  took  place  before  I  was  placed  in  command  here. 

It  was  understood  that  he  was  confined  on  the  charge  of  piracy  but 
he  was  indicted  for  treason  only.  I  incloae  a  copy  of  the  indictment. 
Major-Gteneral  Banks  never  recognized  these  proceedings.  In  a  letter 
to  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  13th  of  July  he  designates  the  crime  of 
Zarvona  as  "piracy  of  the  worst  form."  It  appears  to  me  that  he  should 
have  been  treated  as  a  pirate  and  a  spy  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
classed  with  persons  captured  in  open  warfare.  This  course  was  not 
taken  with  him. 

He  was  not  indicted  for  piracy  and  he  has  been  held  under  arrest  like 
other  prisoners  of  state.  Still  I  see  no  propriety  in  transferring  him 
to  the  list  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 

[Inclosnre.] 

In  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  of  America  In  and  for  the 

Maryland  district. 

United  States  of  America,  Maryland  District,  to  wit : 

The  jurors  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  and  for  the  body  of 
the  Maryland  district  do  on  their  oath  and  affirmation  present  that 
Richard  Thomas,  late  of  the  district  aforesaid,  gentleman,  being  an 
inhabitant  of  and  resident  within  the  United  States  of  America  and 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
owing  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  United  States  of  America,  not 
weighing  the  duty  of  his  said  allegiance  but  wickedly  devising  and 
intending  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  disturb  and  to  stir,  move,  excite,  levy  and  carry  on  war,  insurrec- 
tion and  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  28th 
day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861,  at  the  district  aforesaid  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  and  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  and  for  the  Maryland  district, 
unlawfully,  falsely,  maliciously  and  traitorously  with  force  and  arms  did 
compass,  imagine  and  intend  to  raise  and  levy  war,  insurrection  and 
rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America;  and  in  order  to  fulfill 
and  bring  to  effect  the  said  traitorous  composings,  imaginations  and 
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intentions  of  him  the  said  Eichard  Thomas,  he  the  said  Eichard  Thomas 
afterward,  to  wit,  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1861,  at  tlie  district  aforesaid  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court 
and  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in 
and  for  the  Maryland  district,  with  a  great  multitude  of  persons  (whose 
names  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  are  at  present  unknown)  to  the  number  of 
fifty  persons  and  upward  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner — 
that  is  to  say,  with  guns,  pistols,  bowie  knives  and  stones  and  other 
warlike  weapons  as  well  offensive  as  defensive — ^being  then  and  there 
unlawfully,  maliciously  and  traitorously  assembled  and  gathered 
together,  did  then  and  there  falsely  and  traitorously  join  and  assemble 
themselves  together  against  the  United  States  of  America,  and  then 
and  there  with  force  and  arms  did  falsely  and  traitorously  and  in  a 
hostile  and  warlike  manner  array  and  dispose  themselves  against  the 
United  States  of  America;  and  then  and  there  on  the  said  28th  day  of 
June,  1861,  at  the  district  aforesaid  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
court  and  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit in  and  for  the  Maryland  district,  in  pursuance  of  such  their  trai- 
torous intentions  and  purposes  aforesaid,  he  the  said  Eichard  Thomas 
with  the  said  persons  so  as  aforesaid  traitorously  assembled,  armed 
and  arrayed  in  manner  aforesaid,  most  wickedly,  maliciously  and  trai- 
torously did  ordain,  prepare  and  levy  war  against  the  United  States 
of  America  contrary  to  the  duty  of  the  allegiance  and  fidelity  of  the 
said  Eichard  Thomas  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case 
made  and  provided  and  against  the  peace,  government  and  dignity  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

And  the  jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  oath  and  aflBrmation  aforesaid 
do  further  present  that  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1861,  and  long  before  and  continually  thence  hitherto  an  open 
and  public  insurrection,  rebellion  aiid  war  was  and  yet  is  prosecuted, 
levied  and  carried  on  against  the  United  States  of  America  by  divers 
large  bodies  of  evil-disposed  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  residing  therein  and  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  contriving  and  with  all  their  strength  intending 
traitorously  to  break  and  disturb  the  peace  and  common  tranquillity  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  stir  up,  move  and  excite  insur- 
rection and  rebellion  and  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  subvert,  alter  and  overthrow  by  force  of  arms  the  Gov- 
ernment established  in  the  United  States  of  America;  and  that  the  said 
Eichard  Thomas,  being  an  inhabitant  of  and  resident  within  the 
United  States  of  America  and  under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  of  America  and  owing  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  not  weighing  the  duty  of  his  said  allegiance 
but  wickedly  devising  and  intending  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
United  States  of  America  to  disturb  and  by  all  the  means  in  his  power 
to  aid  and  assist  the  aforesaid  evil-disposed  persons  and  bodies  of  men 
so  as  aforesaid  levying  war,  insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the 
United  States  of  America  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  war,  insuiTec- 
tion  and  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America  on  the  said 
28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861,  he  the  said  Eichard 
Thomas,  with  force  and  arms  at  the  district  aforesaid,  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  compass,  imagine  and  intend  to  raise  and  levy  war 
against  the  United  States  of  America;  and  that  the  said  Eichard 
Thomas  in  the  prosecution,  performance  and  execution  of  his  the  said 
Sichaid  Thomas'  traitorous  compassings,  imaginations  and  intentions 
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and  to  falflll,  perfect  and  bring  the  same  to  effect,  he  the  said  Eichard 
Thomas  as  such  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said  war,  insurrection 
and  rebelhon  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  at  the  district 
aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  and  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  and  for  the  Mary- 
land district,  with  a  great  multitude  of  persons  (whose  names  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  are  at  present  unknown)  to  the  number  of  thirty  per- 
sons and  upward,  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  manner — ^that  is  to 
say  with  guns,  pistols,  swords,  bowie  knives  and  other  warlike  weap- 
ons— ^being  then  and  there  maliciously,  unlawfully  and  traitorously 
assembled  and  gathered  together,  did  falsely  and  traitorously  join  and 
assemble  themselves  together  against  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  did  falsely  and  traitorously 
and  in  a  hostile  and  warlike  manner  array  and  dispose  themselves 
against  the  United  States  of  America;  and  on  the  said  28th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861,  at  the  district  aforesaid  and  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  and  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  and  for  the  Maryland  district  and  in 
pursuance  of  such  their  traitorous  intentions  aforesaid,  he  the  said 
Eichard  Thomas,  with  the  said  persons  so  as  aforesaid  traitorously 
assembled,  armed  and  arrayed  in  manner  aforesaid,  most  wickedly, 
maliciously  and  traitorously  did  ordain,  prepare  and  levy  war  against 
the  United  States  of  America. 

And  ftirther  to  perfect,  fulfill  and  bring  to  effect  the  said  treason  of 
him  the  said  Eichard  Thomas,  he  the  said  Eichard  Thomas  being  such 
false  traitor  as  aforesaid,  with  divers  other  false  traitors  to  the  number 
of  twenty  and  upward  (whose  names  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  are 
unknown),  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  at  the  district  aforesaid,  with 
force  and  arms  did  seize,  take,  capture  and  convey  away  a  certain  steam- 
boat then  and  there  being  called  the  Saint  Nicholas,  together  with  a 
valuable  cargo  of  merchandise  then  and  there  being  on  board  of  the 
said  steam-boat,  said  cargo  being  then  and  there  the  property  of  loyal 
citizens  of  the  United  States  (wliose  names  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  are 
unknown),  with  the  intent  that  the  said  steamer  and  cargo  should  be 
used  and  ai>propriated  toward  carrying  on  the  war,  insurrection  and 
rebellion  so  as  aforesaid  levied  and  carried  on  against  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  did  carry  and  deliver  said  steam-boat  and  cargo  to  the 
said  evil-disposed  persons  and  bodies  of  men  so  as  aforesaid  levying 
war  and  exciting  insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the  United  States 
of  America  contrary  to  the  duty  of  the  allegiance  and  fidelity  of  the 
said  Eichard  Thomas  against  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made 
and  x)rovided  and  against  the  peace,  government  and  dignity  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

And  the  jurors  aforesaid  upon  their  oath  and  aflBrmation  aforesaid 
do  further  present  that  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1861,  and  long  before  and  continually  thence  hitherto  an  open 
and  public  insurrection,  rebellion  and  war  was  and  yet  is  ])rosecuted, 
levied  and  carried  on  against  the  United  States  of  America  by  divers 
large  bodies  of  evil-disposed  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  residing  therein,  and  owing  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  contriving  and  with  all  their  strength  intending 
traitorously  to  break  and  disturb  the  peace  and  common  tranquillity  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  stir  up,  move  and  excite  insur- 
rection and  rebellion  and  to  levy  war  against  the  United  States  ot 
America,  and  to  subvert,  alter  and  overthrow  by  for(!e  of  arms  the 
(Government  established  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
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And  that  the  said  Eichard  Thomas,  being  an  inhabitant  of  and 
resident  within  the  United  States  of  America,  and  under  the  protection 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  owing  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  the  United  States  of  America,  not  weighing  the  duty  of  his 
said  allegiance  but  wickedly  devising  and  intending  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  disturb,  and  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power  to  aid  and  assist  the  aforesaid  evil-disposed  per- 
sons and  bodies  of  men  so  as  aforesaid  levying  war,  insurrection  and 
rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America  and  being  enemies  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  war,  insur- 
rection and  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America,  on  the  said 
28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1861,  he  the  said  Richard 
Thomas  with  force  and  arms  at  the  district  aforesaid  maliciously  and 
traitorously  did  adhere  to  and  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  said  evil- 
disposed  persons  then  and  there  being  enemies  of  the  United  States 
of  America  levying  war,  insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the  United 
States  of  America. 

And  that  the  said  Richard  Thomas  in  the  prosecution,  performance 
and  execution  of  his,  the  said  Richard  Thomas'  treason  and  traitorous 
adhering  aforesaid  and  to  fulfill,  perfect  and  bring  the  same  to  effect, 
he  the  said  Richard  Thomas  as  such  traitor  as  aforesaid  during  the  said 
war,  insurrection  and  rebellion,  to  wit,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid 
at  the  district  aforesaid,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  and 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  and 
for  the  Maryland  district,  with  a  great  multitude  of  persons  (whose 
names  to  the  jurors  aforesaid  are  at  present  unknown)  to  the  number 
of  thirty  persons  and  upward  armed  and  arrayed  in  a  warlike  man- 
ner— that  is  to  say  with  guns,  pistols,  swords,  bowie  knives  and  other 
warlike  weapons — being  then  and  there  maliciously,  unlawfully  and 
traitorously  assembled  and  gathered  together  did  falsely  and  traitor- 
ously join  and  assemble  themselves  together  against  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  did  falsely  and 
traitorously  and  in  a  hostile  and  warlike  manner  array  and  dispose 
themselves  against  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  on  the  said  28th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  the  Lord  1861,  at 
the  district  aforesaid  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  and  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  fourth  circuit  in  and  for 
the  Maryland  district,  and  in  pursuance  of  such  their  traitorous  inten- 
tions aforesaid,  he  the  said  Richard  Thomas  with  the  said  persons  so 
as  aforesaid  traitorously  assembled,  armed  and  arrayed  in  manner 
aforesaid,  most  wickedly,  maliciously  and  traitorously  did  ordain,  pre- 
pare and  levy  war  against  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  ftirther  to  perfect,  fulfill  and  bring  to  effect  the  said  treason  and 
traitorous  adhering  of  him,  the  said  Richard  Thomas,  he  the  said 
Richard  Thomas  with  divers  other  false  traitors  to  the  number  of  twenty 
and  upward  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid  at  the  district  aforesaid, 
with  force  and  arms  did  seize,  take,  capture  and  carry  away  a  certain 
steam-boat  then  and  there  being  called  the  Saint  Nicholas,  together 
with  a  valuable  cargo  of  merchandise  tben  and  there  being  on  board 
of  said  steam-boat  (the  said  steam  boat  and  cargo  then  and  there  being 
the  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  whose  names  to  the 
jurors  aforesaid  are  unknown)  with  the  intent  that  the  said  steam-boat 
and  cargo  should  be  used  in  carrying  on  the  war,  insurrection  and 
rebellion  as  aforesaid  levied  and  carried  on  against  the  United  States, 
and  did  deliver  said  steam-boat  and  cargo  to  the  said  evil-disposed 
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persons  and  bodies  of  men  so  as  aforesaid  levying  war  and  exciting 
insurrection  and  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  America  con- 
trary to  the  duty  of  the  allegiance  and  fidelity  of  the  said  Richard 
Thomas,  against  the  form  of  the  statute  iu  such  case  made  and  provided 
and  against  the  peace,  government  and  dignity  of  the  United  States 

WILLIAM  MEADE  ADDISON, 

TI.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Maryland  District. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  25, 1862. 
Maj,  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore. 

Geneeax,  :  Unless  in  your  judgment  the  testimony  of  James  Ingram 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  proper  administration  of  justice  in  the 
case  of  Colonel  Thomas  alias  Zarvona  you  may  release  him  from  con- 
finement. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 


Wae  Department,  Washington,  February  28,  1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Colonel  :  Herewith  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  note 
from  Col.  E.  D,  Townsend,  assistant  adjutant-general,  relative  to  the 
correspondence  of  Colonel  Thomas  alias  the  French  lady,  who  is  now 
confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  Ifew  York  Harbor.  It  is  deemed  advisable 
uader  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  his  arrest  and  the  develop- 
ments which  are  made  in  this  note  to  request  that  he  be  placed  in  close 
confinement  and  that  a  strict  surveillance  be  kept  over  his  correspond- 
ence. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 

[Iiusloanre.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  February  27, 1862. 
[Adjt.  Gen.  L.  Thomas.] 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  Thomas,  the  French  lady 
imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette,  has  a  cipher  by  which  his  correspond- 
ence with  a  Mrs.  Norris  and  others  in  Baltimore  passes  without  sus- 
picion. For  instance  his  quotation  of  a  line  of  i)oetry  will  in  some  way 
convey  a  request  for  acids,  files  or  anything  he  may  desire  and  which 
will  be  conveyed  to  him  under  the  case  of  a  breast-pin  or  something 
apparently  harmless.  He  is  a  desperate  man  and  very  restless  under 
his  confinement,  and  designs  escaping  if  he  can.  My  informant  was 
lately  released  from  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he  seems  to  have  been  con- 
fined under  a  misapprehension  and  where  he  says  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  above  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Headquaetees,  Baltimore,  March  1, 1863. 
Col.  W.  W.  MOEEIS,  Commanding  Fort  McHenry. 

Colonel  :  If  you  have  the  commission  of  Colonel  Zarvona*  in  your 
possession  Major-General  Dix  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  is  the 
date  of  that  commission. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Dix: 

JOHF  A.  BOLLES, 
Captain  and  Aidede-Camp. 

FoET  Hamilton,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  March  5, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- Oeneral  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
SiE:  Inclosed  you  will  receive  papers!  in  reference  to  yours  of  the 
28th  ultimo  about  Colonel  Zarvona  alias  the  French  lady.    His  pecul- 
iarity in  writing  has  been  noticed  here  for  some  time.    *    *    * 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

FoET  Lafayette,  February  25, 1862. 
Box  received.    Box  inclosed  for  Mr.  H.  delivered.    Tour  letters  not 
received.    Have  you  signed  in  language?    My  love  and  thanks  to  you 
and  Mrs.  G.    Won't  you  write  soon? 
Affectionately, 

E[ICHAED]. 

[IncloBnre  No.  2.] 

FoET  Lafayette,  February  26, 1862. 
See  to-day's  Herald,  column  6,  pages  1  and  2.    Please  inform  me  if 
any  books  or  letters  from  France  for  me  addressed  to  care  of  J.  have 
arrived.    Please  thank  little  Mary  and  give  her  my  love,  and  my  love 
to  you  also. 

Affectionately, 

E[ICHAED], 

[Inclosure  TSo.  3.] 

Febeuaey  28, 1862. 
Mails  unpropitious  for  nearly  three  weeks. 

E[ICHAED]. 


Wae  Depaetment,  Washington,  March  10, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maetin  Bueke, 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  Yorh  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  its 
inclosures  of  the  5th  instant  relative  to  Zarvona  and  to  inform  you  that 
the  Government  approves  your  proceedings. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

*  For  copy  of  the  commission  see  inclosure  Moms  to  Thomas,  September  28, 1862, 
p.  399. 

t  Several  inclosures  omitted  as  unimportant. 
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BaLiTIMOEB,  April  3,  1862. 
Colonel  Burke. 

SlE:  I  have  written  to  Colonel  Wood,  also  Lieutenant  Wood,  to 
know  how  my  son,  Colonel  Zarvona,  is  situated.  My  letters  have  not 
been  noticed  by  either  Colonel  or  Lieutenant  Wood.  Excuse  a  moth- 
er's anxiety  in  requesting  you  to  inform  me  of  the  situation  of  my  son; 
also  the  state  of  his  health.  Knowing  the  active  mind  that  my  son 
has  I  fear  much  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  on  his  mind.  Direct 
Mrs.  E.  Thomas,  care  of  St.  George  W.  Teackle,  corner  of  Courtland 
and  Lexington  streets,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Mes.  K.  THOMAS. 

P.  S. — Please  let  me  know  if  he  received  my  several  letters  dated 
March,  &c.,  a  suit  of  clothes,  &c.,  seiit  by  Adams  Express  March 
22, 1862. 

Apkil  9, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix  and  Hon.  Mr.  Pieekepont. 

Sirs  :  Presuming  that  you  have  no  idea  where  I  am  I  inform  you 
that  I  am  at  the  house  of  detention.  I  am  subject  to  additional  incon- 
veniences and  am  very  unwell.  1  request  you  to  return  me  to  my 
former  prison.  You  will  oblige  me  by  allowing  me  to  go  unattended, 
and  I  will  report  myself  this  day  to  the  lieutenant  commanding,  Wood. 
Eespectfully, 

ZARVONA. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  April  22, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 
SiE :  Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  report  of  an  attempt  to  escape  by 
a  well-known  state  prisoner  from  Fort  Lafayette.  Not  the  slightest 
blame  in  my  opinion  can  be  imputed  to  my  officer  in  command  of  that 
post.  Unfortunately  or  fortunately  one  of  the  new  soldiers  instead  of 
one  of  the  old  garrison  was  sent  with  him  to  the  water  closet  by  the 
sergeant  of  the  guard.  Had  it  been  one  of  the  latter  he  would  have 
been  shot  at  once.  It  was  a  stormy  night,  tide  ebb  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing out  of  the  harbor;  a  few  minutes  more  and  he  must  have  been 
drowned,  and  it  was  not  by  any  means  a  night  suitable  for  lowering  a 
boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery. 

[Inclosure.j 

FoET  Lafayette,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  April  22, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Bueke,  Third  Artillery,  U.  S.  Army, 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorh  Harbor. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  At  half- 
past  9  o'clock  last  night  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona,  the  French  lady, 
a  prisoner  in  close  confinement  at  this  post,  informed  the  sergeant  of 
the  guard  that  he  wanted  to  go  to  the  water  closet.  The  sergeant  sent 
him  out  attended  by  a  member  of  the  guard;  when  he  had  reached  the 
water  closet  (which  is  situated  on  the  sea-waU)  instead  of  entering  it  he 
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jumped  overboard  and  attempted  to  escape  by  swimming  to  the  Long 
Island  shore.  The  guard  immediately  gave  the  alarm,  when  the  barge 
belonging  to  the  post  was  manned  and  he  was  recaptured  before  he 
had  succeeded  in  getting  but  a  short  distance.  To  prevent  a  recur- 
rence of  this  1  have  had  a  police  tub  placed  in  his  room. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  27, 1862. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c..  Fort  Lafayette,  H.  Y. 
SiE :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  June  24  concerning  a  pass  said  to  have 
been  given  Mrs.  Thomas  to  visit  her  son,  the  French  lady,  the 
Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  revoke  and  take  up  the  pass  referred 
to  and  hold  as  before  the  prisoner  Zarvona  in  close  confinement; 
also  that  should  any  passes  be  presented  to  visit  the  said  Zarvona  you 
transmit  them  to  Washington  for  authentication  and  instructions  before 
permitting  them  to  go  into  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  1).  TOWI^SEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  TorJc  Harbor,  July  8, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington  City,  J).  G. 
SiE:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department  dated 
June  27,  1862,  Washington  City,  signed  E.  D.  Townsend,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  directing  all  passes  for  the  French  lady  to  be  sent  to 
Washington  City  for  verification,  I  herewith  inclose  one  from  the  War 
Department  allowing  Mrs.  Eichard  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Henry  W.  Thomas 
to  visit  Zarvona,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Please  telegraph  an 
answer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery. 


Washington,  July  10, 1862. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton  .- 

Two  passes  have  been  issued  to  enable  parties  to  see  a  prisoner  at 
Fort  Lafayette, — one  of  them  calling  himself  Thomas,  which  you 
declined  to  recognize  because  as  is  said  he  had  been  committed  by  the 
name  of  Zarvona,  and  the  other  calling  him  Zarvona  which  it  is  alleged 
you  have  also  refiised  to  recognize.  Please  advise  the  Department  of 
ithe  difliculty  in  the  premises. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

C.  P.  WOLCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  July  10,  1.862. 
Uon.  0.  P.  WoLCOTT,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

In  answer  to  your  dispatcli  asking  why  I  refiise  to  recognize  a  pass 
permitting  certain  ]>arties  to  see  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  named 
Zarvona  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  letter: 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  June  27. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  June  24  concerning  a  pass  said  to  have  been  given 
Mrs.  Thomas  to  visit  her  son,  the  French  lady,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you 
revoke  or  take  up  the  pass  referred  to ;  hold  as  before  the  person  Zarvoua  in  close 
confinement ;  also  that  should  any  passes  be  presented  to  visit  the  said  Zarvona  ^ou 
transmit  them  to  Washington  for  authentication  and  instructions  before  permitting 
[them]  to  go  into  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

MAKTIN  BUKKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding. 

Washington,  July  10, 1862. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton  : 

Your  course  in  not  recognizing  the  permits  given  to  Mrs.  Thomas  tx> 
visit  her  son  was  perfectly  right.  I  had  not  been  informed  of  the  order 
issued  on  the  24th  of  June  nor  did  it  even  occur  to  me  that  the  prisoner 
in  question  was  the  French  lady.  From  representations  made  to  me  I 
supposed  there  was  simply  some  mistake  about  the  name  and  my  tele- 
gram was  designed  merely  to  learn  whether  this  was  so. 

O,  P.  WOLCOTT, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  July  14, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-  General,  JJ.  S.  Army,  Washington,  J).  C. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  an  application  from  Mrs.  Thomas  (mother  of  the 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  called  the  French  lady)  asking  that  she 
may  send  books  and  papers  to  him.    I  shall  await  your  decision  in 
regard  to  the  application  before  giving  her  an  answer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUKKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery. 

[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  October  4, 1862. 
Permission  refused. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  27, 1862. 
Adjutant-General  Thomas. 

General  :  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Ould  in  reference  to  the  release  of  General  Pope's  ofl&cers? 
Mr.  Ould  seems  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  release  of  Zarvona.    If 
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compatible  with  the  public  interests  an  advantageous  exchange  can  be 
effected  for  him.  I  understand  from  Captain  Mulford,  the  officer  who 
brought  down  General  Pope's  officers,  that  Mr.  Ould  informed  him  an 
exchange  could  be  speedily  effected  for  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Inspector- General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Headquaeters,  Fort  McHenry,  Md.,  September  JS8,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General,  JJ.  S.  Army. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram received  this  moment,  5.30  p,  m.,  and  inclose  you  the  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  case  of  Zarvona  alias  Richard  Thomas,  of  Maryland.  The 
Ijaper  signed  •'  E."  and  addressed  to  "  Dear  John,"  supposed  to  be  his 
cousin,  was  found  in  a  book  belonging  to  Zarvona.  The  handwriting 
I  think  can  be  proved  to  be  Zarvona's.  The  witnesses  m  the  case  are 
here  and  ready  at  any  time  to  give  testimony  to  the  capture  of  the 
steamer  Saint  Nicholas,  &c.,  by  Colonel  Thomas  alias  Zarvona.  Lieu- 
tenant Kibbe  will  hand  you  this. 
Eespectfully, 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Brevet  Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  Ko.  1.] 

The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona, 

greeting: 

Know  you  that  from  special  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  your 
fidelity,  courage  and  good  conduct  our  governor  in  pursuance  of  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  the  State 
of  Virginia  doth  commission  you  a  colonel  in  the  active  volunteer  forces 
of  the  State  to  rank  as  such  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1861. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my  name  as  governor 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  to  be  affixed  this  2d  day  of 
July,  1861. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 
City  of  Richmond,  Va.,  to  wit  : 

This  day  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  Mayo,  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Richmond,  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona  and  qualified  to  the  within  com- 
mission by  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  by  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  2d  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

JOSEPH  MAYO, 

Mayor. 

[Inclosore  No.  2.] 

Executive  Department,  Richmond,  July  3, 1861. 
Permit  Col.  R.  T.  Zarvona,  of  the  Potomac  Zouaves,  to  pass  at  will 
free  over  the  roads  and  rivers  of  this  Commonwealth  upon  his  own 
certificate,  and  upon  like  certificate  pass  his  men  and  baggage.  All 
officers,  civil  and  military,  will  respect  him  and  give  him  such  facilities 
as  he  may  require  in  their  power  to  afford. 
By  order : 

S.  BASSETT  FRENCH, 
Aide-de-Camp  to  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Approved: 

JOHN  LETCHER. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

Mattapony,  April  36, 1861. 

Dear  John:  I  expected  to  leave  for  Baltimore  to-morrow  to  join 
some  active  force,  but  upon  my  mentioning  the  subject  to  George  lie 
told  me  that  he  had  already  determined  to  go  and  that  it  was  my 
imperative  duty  to  remain  here  as  mother  is  so  disabled  by  the  accident 
which  she  lately  met  with.  In  a  word  the  matter  was  so  presented  to 
me  that  I  who  of  all  my  family  can  be  spared  with  the  least  loss  am  left 
here  to  sun  myself.  One  argument  of  George's  had  some  strength — 
that  1  could  not  stand  the  exposure.  Very  good;  but  I  am  told  that 
something  may  be  done  in  a  week  and  I  could  last  that  long.  To  avoid 
the  fatigues  of  a  private's  life  which  I  admit  I  am  little  prepared  for  I 
wrote  for  information  as  to  means  necessary  to  procure  a  commission 
on  the  staff  either  as  engineer  or  topographical  engineer  and  for  recom- 
mendations as  to  my  capabilities  to  an  old  friend  of  mine.  Col.  Henry 
Washington,  of  Virginia.  I  am  sure  the  letter  did  not  reach  him.  It 
would  not  matter  now  if  it  had  reached  him  for  time  is  precious. 
Mother  now  tells  me  that  as  I  am  so  uneasy  and  if  I  must  go  she  will 
write  to  her  brother  to  come  on  here  with  her.  If  that  can  be  managed 
perhaps  I  can  be  put  somewhere  so  as  to  be  of  use.  I  believe  you  are 
willing  to  help  me;  is  it  possible  to  get  either  of  these, — staff,  engineer 
or  topographical  corps,  armed  ship  of  Maryland  or  any  Southern  State, 
private  armed  vessel  bearing  the  Confederate  flag?  If  not,  anything 
else?  I  probably  would  be  better  afloat.  If  Maryland  raises  no  navy 
will  not  some  one  be  willing  to  fit  out  a  small,  strong  and  swift  pro- 
peller carrying  two  (or  even  one)  10  or  11  inch  guns  mounted  upon  the 
patent  carriage — boat,  guns,  ammunition?  As  for  men  I  believe  I  can 
get  150  in  one  day — seamen  who  will  and  can  board ;  and  as  for  work- 
ing guns  I  can  get  a  few  who  know  that  and  the  rest  will  soon  learn. 
In  addition  to  the  large  guns  the  men  will  require  revolvers  (can  get 
them  in  the  North),  cutlasses,  knives  and  about  two  dozen  carbines. 
If  we  can  arm  in  this  way  and  the  vessel  is  good,  steams  fast  and  draws 
but  little  water  some  damage  will  be  scattered  around.  If  it  is  possi- 
ble to  communicate  please  do  so.  To-day  a  steamer  went  down  with 
the  Constitution  (I  suppose)  in  tow.  It  was  a  tantalizing  sight  for  I  am 
confident  that  a  gun-boat  as  above  could  have  taken  both.  As  the 
Constitution  mounts  forty  guns  and  the  steamer  may  have  a  few  small 
ones  this  may  appear  visionary,  but  here  is  how  it  would  be  done :  The 
gun-boat  wonld  steam  twice  as  fast  as  the  tow  possibly  could.  The 
Constitution  does  not  steam;  her  sails  appeared  to  be  unbent.  Cer- 
tainly her  light  yards  were  struck  and  under  other  circumstances  she 
could  not  have  acted  for  there  was  no  wind.  Under  these  circum- 
stances if  the  gun-boat  had  ranged  ahead  bringing  the  steamer  and 
frigate  in  range  she  could  have  worked  her  stern  gun  playing  upon 
the  steamer's  bow  exposed  only  to  return  fire  from  her;  then  about 
quick,  board,  cut  tow-line  and  get  out  of  the  way  if  necessary,  leav- 
ing the  frigate  perfectly  helpless  exposed  as  long  as  necessary  to  the 
rake  of  the  gun-boat,  the  latter  all  safe  except  from  her  bow  guns 
for  a  few  minutes;  then  the  gun-boat  steaming  away  and  playing 
upon  the  frigate  with  stern  gun  until  beyond  range;  then  lie  too  and 
play  upon  with  bow  gun  as  long  as  her  flag  was  up.  That  down  steam 
for  her,  the  bow  gun  always  ready  in  case  of  deception,  bearing  in  mind 
to  never  let  the  frigate  present  her  broadside  which  she  could  not  pos- 
sibly do  if  the  gun-boat  is  near  her  and  managed  with  ordinary  skill. 

Can  anything  be  done?    Mother  sends  love  to  Cousin  May  and  Chase. 
Tour  affectionate 

R. 
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FOET  MoNBOE,  September  29, 1862. 
General  Thomas: 

*  *  *  In  regard  to  Zarvona  please  say  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  he  is  a  crack-brained  fellow  who  can  do  no  mischief  beyond  his 
individual  capacity,  mental  and  physical,  which  is  constitutionally 
small.  I  only  make  the  suggestion  in  case  there  are  no  public  consid- 
erations involved  in  the  question  of  his  release. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General. 

Executive  Depaetment,  Bichmond,  Va.,  January  2,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  On  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  the  convention  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Virginia  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  passed  "An  ordi- 
nance to  repeal  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  to  resume  all  the  rights  and 
powers  granted  under  said  Constitution."  In  this  ordinance  it  is 
declared  that  "the  union  between  the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  other 
States  under  the  Constitution  aforesaid  is  hereby  dissolved,  and  that 
the  State  of  Virginia  is  in  the  full  possession  and  exercise  of  all  the 
rights  of  sovereignty  which  belong  and  appertain  to  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent State."  This  action  of  the  convention  was  subsequently  rati- 
lied  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  the 
Commonwealth  was  thereafter  absolutely  separated  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  became  to  that  Government  an  inde- 
pendent and  foreign  power.  The  State  subsequently  by  its  solemn 
acts  became  a  member  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Against  this  Confederacy  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
declared  war  by  levying  troops  to  conquer  and  reduce  them  to  subjec- 
tion, and  has  been  since  wagiiig  with  unabating  fury  this  unnatural 
war.  The  sovereign  States  of  this  Confederacy  in  pursuance  of  con- 
ventions between  themselves  and  the  Government  of  the  Confederacy 
bound  themselves  to  make  common  cause  in  this  contest,  and  have  since 
prosecuted  the  war  with  all  the  vigor  in  their  power,  and  by  the  help 
of  God  will  continue  to  do  so  until  their  independence  is  uncondition- 
ally recognized  and  their  ancient  boundaries  fiiUy  and  incontestably 
established. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  purpose  Col.  Eichard  Thomas  Zarvona, 
an  officer  with  others  under  his  command  with  the  authority  and  by 
express  orders  from  the  executive  of  this  State,  planned  and  executed 
an  expedition  by  which  the  steamer  Saint  Nicholas  and  other  vessels 
belonging  to  the  marine  of  the  United  States  were  captured  and  brought 
as  prizes  into  the  waters  of  this  State.  In  a  subsequent  expedition 
undertaken  under  the  same  authority,  and  while  bearing  on  his  person 
a  commission  from  the  governor  of  this  State  appointing  him  a  colonel 
of  volunteers  and  with  orders  of  a  warlike  character,  he  was  arrested 
by  the  police  on  board  the  steamer  Mary  Washington  on  her  trip  to 
Baltimore  and  carried  a  prisoner  to  Eort  McHenry;  from  thence  he 
was  removed  and  is  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  as  a  felon  in  a 
dungeon,  and  subjected  to  the  greatest  inhumanity.  That  he  was 
under  these  circumstances  rightfully  a  prisoner  of  war  is  not  denied, 
and  that  he  might  be  held  as  such  until  exchanged  under  some  cartel 
for  the  purpose  I  do  not  controvert.    He  had  been  known  to  be  in  hos- 
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tility  to  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States,  and  was  liable  therefore 
to  be  captured  wherever  found.  But  he  was  not  in  any  sense  to  be 
regarded  as  a  felon,  holding  as  he  did  the  military  commission  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  and  in  the  execution  of  her  military  and  naval  orders. 
If  he  was  regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  colonel  m  the  service 
of  the  State  then  he  was  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  entitled  "  to  a  speedy  and  a  public  trial  by  an  impartial 
jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the  crime  [shall  have]  had  been 
committed,  which  district  [shall]  should  have  been  previously  ascer- 
tained by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusa- 
tion, to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaiuiug  witnesses  in  his  favor  and  to  have  the  assistance 
of  counsel  for  his  defense."  Notwithstanding  this  express  clause  he  has 
now  been  confined  for  eighteen  months,  and  not  one  of  the  provisions 
contained  in  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  complied  with. 

The  only  cause  that  I  have  seen  assigned  for  his  incarceration  was 
announced  in  a  paper  printed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  9th  of  July, 
1861,  immediately  after  his  arrest,  in  which  it  is  stated  "  that  M.\ 
Richard  Thomas  and  five  or  six  other  persons  were  arrested  on  board 
the  steamer  Mary  Washington  as  she  was  coming  up  the  bay  yesterday. 
The  charge  against  them  we  believe  to  be  that  they  were  concerned  in 
the  seizure  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  a  few  days  since.  The  party  were 
coming  up  to  the  city  as  passengers  when  they  were  pointed  out  by  two 
spies  on  board  the  boat,  and  as  she  reached  the  wharf  at  Fort  McHenry 
the  boat  rounded  to  and  they  were  delivered  up  to  the  offtcer  in  com- 
mand." If  his  offense  was  the  seizure  of  the  Sain  t  Nicholas  that  seizure 
was  accomplished  by  a  justifiable  stratagem  by  naval  and  military 
ofl&cers  of  this  State  in  compauy  with  Colonel  Zarvona,  and  with  a  design 
to  carry  out  a  bolder  and  more  daring  military  and  naval  enterprise 
the  success  of  which  would  have  been  beyond  doubt  if  Virginia's  action 
had  not  been  thwarted  by  circumstances  beyond  her  control.  When 
the  Saint  Nicholas  was  taken  Colonel  Zarvona  was  an  officer  appointed 
by  and  in  the  service  of  Virginia,  and  was  in  flagrante  hello  engaged  in 
a  hostile  act  and  entitled  to  be  considered  if  taken  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  and  if  taken  afterward  for  the  offense  then  committed  he  could 
only  be  so  considered  and  so  treated. 

Under  the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  entered  into  between 
the  Governments  of  the  United  States  and  the  Confederate  States  all 
prisoners  of  war  were  to  be  exchanged  upon  certain  agreed  terms.  Why 
Colonel  Zarvona  has  not  been  exchanged  under  this  agreement  it  is  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  explain.  Why  he  has  been 
subjected  to  indignities  that  no  other  prisoners  have  been  compelled  to 
undergo  is  not  for  me  to  consider.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  executive  of 
this  State  to  be  apprised  of  the  fact  to  induce  him  for  the  sake  of 
humanity  and  for  the  sake  of  the  usages  of  civilized  nations  to  ask  that 
such  severity  should  not  be  practiced  upon  an  officer  in  the  service  of 
this  State  for  his  obedience  to  orders  emanating  from  her  authority. 

It  is  proper  under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case  that  I  should 
inform  you  distinctly  of  the  course  I  have  taken  and  the  policy  I  intend 
to  pursue. 

Independent  of  the  forces  which  have  been  contributed  by  this  State 
to  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  Virginia  has  a  force  of  her 
own  operating  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd  by 
whom  there  have  been  captured  201  prisoners,  most  of  whom  have  been 
brought  to  the  city  of  Ei(;hmond  for  safe  custody.  From  these  pris- 
oners I  have  taken  two  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Eegiment 
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of  troops  under  the  usurped  government  of  "Virginia,  to  wit,  Capt. 
Thomas  Damron  and  Lieut.  Wilson  Damron,  and  have  ordered  them  to 
be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  of  this  State  and  to  be  kept  in  soli- 
tary confinement,  and  I  have  further  ordered  that  the  following  privates, 
to  wit,  John  W.  Howe,  Isaac  Goble  and  David  V.  Auxier,  who  belonged 
to  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Eegiment,  and  Samuel  Pack,  also  from 
Kentucky,  and  William  S.  Dils,  from  Ohio,  both  of  the  Fifth  Eegiment 
of  troops  under  the  usurped  government,  to  be  also  kept  in  the  peni- 
tentiary in  soUtary  confinement,  all  of  them  there  to  remain  until 
Colonel  Zarvona  is  properly  exchanged  under  suitable  agreement  or 
discharged  and  permitted  to  return  to  this  city,* 

•  ##*#*# 

Respectfully, 

JOHN  LETCHEE, 
Governor  of  Virginia. 


Office  of  the  Commissaet-Genebal  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  January  27, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ludlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Colonel:  *  *  *  We  hold  at  Fort  Lafayette  I  believe  Zarvona 
alias  Mr.  Thomas,  who  attempted  to  capture  a  steam-boat  at  Baltimore, 
who  I  understand  is  a  man  of  note  with  the  rebels  and  that  they  hold 
seven  officers  in  close  confinement  as  hostages  for  him.  I  don't  know 
whether  this  man  is  for  exchange,  but  I  will  inquire  and  let  you 
know.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infa/ntry,  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  U.  8.  Senate  January  28,  1863. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  for  the  purpose  of  extending  such  relief  as  the 
circumstances  may  require  into  the  .case  of  Mr.  Thomas  [Zarvona],  of 
Maryland,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette,  who  it  is  repre- 
sented has  been  confined  in  a  dungeon  of  that  fortress  since  June  last 
and  is  now  hopelessly  insane  by  reason  of  his  sufferings.! 


Washington  City,  D,  C,  February  2, 1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  whether  Zarvona  alias  Thomas,  now 
in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette  (taken  in  woman's  clothes),  is  a  sub- 
ject for  exchange.  I  have  understood  that  the  State  Department  of 
the  Government  does  not  propose  to  prosecute  him  for  an  offense 
against  the  civil  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 
Maj.  Gen.  of  Vols.,  Commissioner  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

*  Omitted  portion  relates  to  cases  of  prisoners  held  in  the  Albany  (N.  Y.)  peniten- 
tiary convicted  of  robbing  the  mails. 

t  Introduced  by  Mr.  Wall  and  unanimously  adopted. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  February  10, 1863. 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  D.  8.  Senate. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  28th  of  January  last  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officer 
and  surgeon  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  in  relation  to  the 
confinement,  treatment,  health  and  mental  condition  of  Mr.  Thomas, 
of  Maryland. 

I  also  [inclose]  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-General  giving  the  reasons 
for  subjecting  him  to  close  confinement  alter  the  3d  of  March  last. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Adjutant-General's  Oppioe, 

Washington,  February  10, 1863. 
Hon.  E,  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  Col.  Eichard  Thomas  alias  Eichard  Thomas  Zarvona  was  captured 
on  board  the  steamer  Mary  Washington  near  Annapolis  July  7,  1861, 
and  confined  at  Port  McHenry,  Baltimore,  Md.  He  was  recognized  as 
the  man  who  headed  a  party  which  captured  the  steamer  Saint  Nich- 
olas plying  between  Baltimore  and  the  Potomac,  and  was  indicted  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Maryland  district  for  this  offense  and  for  treasonable 
conduct. 

When  search  was  made  for  him  on  the  Mary  Washington  he  was 
found  dressed  in  female  apparel  and  concealed  in  a  bureau  in  one  of  the 
state-rooms.  General  Dix  in  his  report  of  February  20, 1862,  thinks 
he  should  have  been  treated  as  a  "  pirate  and  a  spy."  There  are  four 
witnesses  against  him  as  to  the  first  crime  who  were  at  Port  McHenry 
the  last  of  September.  The  evidence  of  his  being  a  spy  consists  in 
his  having  been  taken  in  disguise  as  a  female  with  a  commission  of 
colonel  in  the  active  voluuteer  forces  of  Virginia  upon  his  person  at 
the  time. 

In  consequence  of  the  report  made  in  his  case  he  has  not  been  placed 
on  the  list  of  prisoners  of  war  but  is  held  confined  at  Port  Lafayette. 
He  was  placed  in  close  confinement  for  trying  to  make  arrangements 
to  escape  and  while  so  confined  did  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  escape 
by  breaking  away  from  the  guard  and  jumping  overboard  on  the  night 
of  April  21, 1862.  ^ 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Incloaare  No.  2.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  February  3,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  please  receive  papers  marked  1  to  3 
being  communications  made  to  General  Oanby  about  a  resolution  passed 
by  Congress  in  regard  to  the  health,  situation  and  treatment  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  of  Baltimore,  now  a  prisoner  at  Port  Lafayette. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery. 
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[Sab-mcloanre  No.  1.] 

FOET  Hamilton,  New  Jorh  Harbor,  February  2,  1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  E.  S.  Oanby,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington  City,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge. the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th  day  of 
January,  1863,  inclosing  a  resolution*  of  Congress.    I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  forward  an  answer  to  that  communication  accompanied  by 
a  surgeon's  certificate  with  regard  to  the  health  of  Mr.  Thomas. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MABTm  BUEKB, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery, 

[Snb-incloBtire  No.  2.] 

Fort  Lapayette,  New  York  Harbor,  February  2, 1863. 
Col.  M.  BuEKE,  Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  this  day  received  from 
you  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following,  viz : 

Richard  Thomas  Zarvona  was  committed  to  this  fort  on  the  3d  day 
of  December,  1861,  and  was  allowed  the  same  privileges  as  the  other 
prisoners  until  the  3d  day  of  March,  1862,  on  which  date  he  was  placed 
in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  dated  28th  day  of 
February,  1862;  after  that  date  he  was  not  allowed  to  leave  his  room 
except  to  go  to  the  water  closet  (which  is  situated  on  the  sea-wall)  in 
charge  of  a  member  of  the  guard,  of  which  privilege  he  took  advantage 
on  the  night  of  the  30th  day  of  April,  1862,  and  attempted  to  escape 
by  jumping  overboard  and  swimming  to  the  Long  Island  shbre.  Since 
that  time  he  has  not  been  out  of  his  room  except  to  see  his  mother  who 
visited  him  in  October  last  by  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  room  he  is  confined  in  is  one  of  those  intended  for  quarters, 
twenty-five  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide,  with  three  windows,  one  of 
which  is  closed  because  it  opens  upon  the  court  where  the  other  pris- 
oners exercise;  the  others  are  open.  The  room  is  the  same  which  Sen- 
ator Wall  (with  several  others)  occupied  whUe  confined  here.  He  is 
not  allowed  communication  with  any  one  except  the  oificers  of  the  post 
and  non-commissioned  offlcers  of  the  guard. 

He  is  permitted  to  supply  himself  through  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  post  with  anything  he  may  wish  in  the  way  of  food,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  ration  which  is  issued  to  him,  and  clothing.  He  is  not  per- 
mitted the  use  of  paper  or  books  as  he  has  taken  advantage  of  these 
privileges  to  "communicate  with  parties  outside. 

As  regards  his  health  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surg.  W.  H.  Studley  who  is  surgeon  of  the 
post. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

[Sub-inclosnre  No.  3.) 

FoET  Lafayette,  February  2, 1863. 
Col.  M,  Btjeke  : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  this  day  examined  Col.  Richard 
Thomas  Zarvona,  C.  S.  Army,  and  find  that  his  health  is  generally 
good;  according  to  his  own  admission  that  it  is  better  than  when  he 
entered  the  fort. 


'  See  Senate  resolution,  p.  403. 
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In  reference  to  his  mental  condition  I  find  him  social  and  rational, 
but  somewhat  eccentric  in  some  of  his  ideas,  and  yet  no  more  so  than 
in  thousands  who  may  be  said  to  be  bom  with  a  certain  turn  of  char- 
acter. 

Therefore  in  my  opinion  I  should  deem  his  peculiarities  perfectly 
consistent  with  sanity  of  mind. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  STUDLET,  M.  D., 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  Army. 

HoTJSB  OF  Eepeesentatives,  February  12, 1863. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  About  a  month  since  I  cut  from  the  Chronicle  of  this  city  the 
following  purporting  to  [be]  the  latest  news  from  Eichmond: 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  men  captured  by  the  Virginia  Line  at  Petersburg  and  at 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  are  confined  atBichmond,  and  the  governor  has  announced  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln'  the  terms  upon  which  such  exchange  can  alone  be  made.     *     *     * 

He  also  holds  in  solitary  confinement  Capt.  Thomas  Damron  and  Lieut.  W.  I)am- 
ron,  and  Privates  John  W.  Howe,  Isaac  Goble,  David  B.  [V.]  Auxier,  Samuel  Pack, 
and  William  S.  Dils  as  hostages  for  Zarvona.     •     *     * 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  E.  MOEEIS. 


Headquaetees  Department  op  Yieginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  February  16, 1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman",  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

Colonel  :  I  shall  go  to  City  Point  to-morrow  to  meet  Mr.  Ould. 
*  *  •  The  Secretary  of  War  desired  me  to  ascertain  the  best 
exchange  for  Zarvona.    *    »    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieut.  Col.  and  Inspector-General  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

House  of  Eepeesentatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  27, 1863. 
Hon.  Judge-Abvocate-General. 

SiE:  The  foregoing  list,t  names  of  prisoners  captured  in  Wayne 
County,  Va.,  and  Lawrence  County,  Ky. ;  the  first  mentioned  are  con- 
fined in  the  penitentiary,  held  as  hostages  for  prisoners  confined  by 
our  Government.  Captain  Damron's  letter  from  Eichmond  does  not 
state  for  whom  they  are  held,  except  the  two  first  mentioned.*  I  am 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  persons  named  in  the  list  and  know  that 
they  have  served  as  home  guards  and  have  been  of  great  service 
to  the  Union  cause  in  that  vicinity  by  scouting  and  watching  rebel 
cavalry  and  .giving  information  to  olBcers  of  the  regular  troops,  and 
they  probably  can  only  be  exchanged  for  guerrillas  confined  by  our 
Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
K.  Y.  WHALEY. 

*See  p.  401,  et  aeq.,  for  letter  to  Lincoln,  January  2,  1863. 
t  Omitted.    See  inclosure  following. 
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[Inclosnre.] 

Penitentiary  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  February  5, 1863. 
feon.  G.  W.  DuNLAP. 

Sir:  Your  petitioners  are  prisoners  of  war  confined  in  the  peniten- 
tiary of  tbis  city..  We  are  held  as  hostages  for  one  Colonel  Thomas, 
■who  we  understand  is  confined  in  Baltimore  or  some  other  place.  We 
have  been  prisoners  more  than  three  months,  one  and  a  half  of  which 
has  been  in  this  loathsome  place  where  we  have  suffered  extremely. 
We  were  brought  to  this  place  on  the  31st  of  December  last,  since  which 
time  we  have  been  kept  in  close  confinement.  Our  rooms  are  very 
small  and  of  course  not  very  comfortable.  Our  diet  is  the  same  as  the 
convicts.  We  were  captured  by  General  John  B.  Floyd,  commanding 
the  Virginia  State  Line,  in  consequence  of  which  we  are  deprived  of 
the  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  between  the  two  Governments. 
There  are  seven  of  us  held  for  the  release  of  one  man.  We  should 
think  our  Government  ought  to  make  the  exchange  without  hesitation. 
It  would  certainly  be  to  their  advantage  to  get  seven  men  in  place  of 
one.  There  are  four  officers  among  us  and  very  gallant  ones,  too,  at 
that,  viz,  Captain  Damron,  of  Western  Virginia  State  Guards;  Lieu- 
tenant Damron,  Western  Virginia  State  Guards;  Isaac  Goble,  first 
lieutenant  Thirty-ninth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers;  David  V. 
Auxier,  second  lieutenant  Thirty-ninth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volun- 
teers. The  privates  are  Samuel  Pack,  Virginia  State  Guards;  Wil- 
liam S.  Dils,  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  and  John  W.  Howe,  Johnson 
County,  Ky.  Goble  and  Auxier  are  residents  of  Johnson  County,  Ky. 
We  have  written  several  letters  to  Secretary  Stanton  upon  the  sub- 
ject but  have  received  no  reply;  we  therefore  concluded  to  write  to 
you  as  our  representative,  imploring  you  to  aid  us  in  our  present  suffer- 
ing condition.  The  whole  matter  is  at  the  discretion  of  our  Govern- 
ment. Governor  Letcher  has  long  since  notified  our  Government  of 
his  readiness  to  exchange  us. 

Capt.  Thomas  Damron,  W.  S,  Dils  and  S.  Pack  request  that  you 
show  this  letter  to  Hon.  Kellian  V.  Whaley,  of  Virginia,  for  perusal, 
request  that  he  aid  you  in  our  release.  Please  write  to  my  father,  and 
Kathaniel  Auxier,  Johnson  County,  Penceville  Post-Office,  Ky.,  and 
acquaint  him  of  my  situation  and  you  will  greatly  oblige  his  son 
David  V.  Auxier.  Please  write  us  as  soon  as  possible  and  let  us  know 
whether  we  will  be  exchanged  or  not. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servants, 

DAVID  V.  AUXIEK. 

ISAAC  GOBLE. 

J.  W.  HOWE. 

W.  S.  DILS. 

SAMUEL  PACK. 

THOMAS  DAMRON. 

WILSON  DAMRON. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  March  4,  1863. 

Col.  W.  Hoffman,  Third  Infantry, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners,  Washington  City. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram 
of  this  date  and  in  reply  respectfully  report  as  follows :  R.  T.  Zarvona 
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says  while  at  Fort  McHenry  he  gave  Eichmond,  Va.,  as  his  address. 
He  was  born  in  Saint  Mary's  County,  Md.    *    *    * 
Very  respectfully,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

Office  of  Commissary-Genekal  op  Prisoners, 

Washington,  March  6,  1863, 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Lttdlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Colonel  :  Fearing  that  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  addressed  to 

may  not  reach  you  I  inclose  a  copy  herewith.    Since  its  date  I 

have  consulted  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  Zarvona  and  he 
declines  to  authorize  his  exchange.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

[Extract  from  incloaure.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  February  28, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Ltjdlow, 

Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  New  York  City. 
Colonel  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.    «    ♦    *    i 
will  consult  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  exchange  of  Zar- 
vona and  if  approved  will  have  him  accompany  the  other  prison- 
ers.    »    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-  General  of  Prisoners. 

Judge-Adtocate-Gbneral's  Office,  March  12, 1863. 
William  Price,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Attorney. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  telegram  in  relation  to  the  criminal  proceedings 
pending  against  Thomas  has  been  received.  My  purpose  in  addressing 
you  on  the  subject  was  this :  At  the  time  of  Thomas'  arrest  six  persons 
supposed  to  have  knowledge  of  the  crimes  he  had  committed  were 
also  arrested  and  placed  in  confinement  at  Fort  McHenry  as  "witnesses 
on  behalf  of  the  Government.  One  of  these  has  escaped;  another  was 
released  by  order  of  Major-General  Dix,  while  the  remaining  four  are 
still  continued  in  confinement.  They  have  thus  been  deprived  of  their 
liberty  for  about  twenty  months  and  have  had  no  allowance  made  them 
beyond  the  daily  rations  which  they  have  consumed.  Their  families  as 
is  represented  to  me  are  without  the  means  of  support,  and  one  of  them 
at  least  has  suffered  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  one  of  the 
children  it  is  alleged  has  actually  died  from  the  inability  of  her  mother 
to  procure  medicines  and  proper  medical  attention.  This  strikes  me  as 
a  case  of  extreme  hardship  and  altogether  without  precedent.  Under 
these  circumstances  as  there  seems  to  be  no  probability  of  the  early 
trial  of  Thomas  I  would  ask  your  opinion  as  to  whether  the  purposes  of 
public  justice  will  not  be  fully  subserved  by  an  immediate  discharge  of 
these  men  on  their  personal  recognizance  to  appear  and  testify  in  the 
case  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  in  which  the  indictment  is  pending. 
If  you  are  not  already  in  possession  of  their  names  they  can  be  obtained 
from  General  Schenck's  office,  and  you  could  easily  learn  from  the  per- 
sons themselves  the  nature  of  the  testimony  they  are  able  to  give. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  409 

Should  not  Thomas  have  been  indicted  for  piracy  also?  In  the 
divided  condition  of  public  sentiment  a  conviction  for  treason  no  matter 
how  clearly  the  crime  may  be  proved  is  extremely  difficult.  The  same 
prejudice  might  not  be  encountered  in  a  prosecution  for  piracy,  of 
■which  if  the  facts  have  been  correctly  reported  to  me  the  prisoner  is 
undoubtedly  guilty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Ad/oocate-  General. 

Judge- Advocate  General's  Office,  March  18, 1863. 
Seceetaey  of  Wak: 

Charles  Wilson  and  three  others  committed  as  witnesses  against  one 
Col.  Thomas  Zarvona,  charged  with  having  committed  piracy,  have 
been  in  confinement  at  Fort  McHenry  since  July,  1861.  There  were 
originally  six  of  them,  but  one  was  released  by  General  Dix  and  one 
escaped.  The  remaining  four  have  been  imprisoned  for  about  twenty 
months  without  any  pay  or  allowance  except  their  daily  rations.  One 
of  them,  Charles  Wilson,  states  that  he  has  a  wife  and  children  in  New 
York  without  support  from  any  one,  suffering  all  the  miseries  of  pov- 
erty; so  much  so  that  one  of  his  children  perished  the  last  winter  for 
want  of  medical  aid.  In  the  meanwhile  Thomas  Zarvona,  though  long 
since  indicted  and  still  confined,  has  not  been  tried.  The  cause  of  this 
delay  is  stated  to  be  the  continued  ill  health  of  Chief  Justice  Taney, 
and  in  consequence  there  seems  to  be  no  prospect  of  an  early  trial  of 
the  case. 

The  imprisonment  of  a  witness  for  so  long  a  period  of  time  and  under 
such  circumstances  is  without  a  precedent  and  should  not  be  long  per- 
mitted. I  therefore  recommend,  as  has  been  done  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Morris,  that  these  four  persons  be  at  once  discharged  on  their 
giving  their  personal  recognizance  to  appear  and  testify  against  Thomas 
Zarvona  when  summoned  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  to  do  so.  I 
would  further  urge  as  an  act  of  simple  justice  that  these  men  be  paid 
a  reasonable  conipensation  for  the  time  which  they  have  lost  by  the 
confinement  to  which  they  have  been  subjected.  No  allowance  can  be 
made  by  the  court,  as  has  been  determined,  because  they  have  never 
been  formally  summoned,  and  could  not  be,  because  held  in  military 
custody,  and  like  Thomas  Zarvona  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  civU 
process.  The  position  in  which  they  have  been  placed  and  held  they 
laave  been  forced  to  occupy  by  action  of  the  War  Department  and  to 
it  they  must  look  for  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  time  they  have  lost. 
The  TJ.  S.  attorney  at  Baltimore  should  be  instructed  to  have  a  sub- 
poena issued  for  these  witnesses  and  served  before  their  discharge 
which  will  render  formal  and  obligatory  the  recognizance  which  it  is 
proposed  they  shall  then  execute. 

J.  HOLT, 
Judge- Advocate-  General. 


FOET  Lafayette,  New  Yorlc  Harbor,  March  19, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington  City. 
SiE:  I  have  to  report  that  Colonel  Zarvona  (the  French  lady),  now 
in  close  confinement  at  this  post,  wishes  to  give  the  following  parole. 
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viz :  That  he  will  not  escape  from  the  fort  or  hold  communication  with 
any  one  except  through  the  authorities  of  the  post  and  that  there  shall 
be  no  secret  meaning  to  any  communication  so  held.  He  wishes  to  give 
this  tliat  he  may  be  released  from  close  confinement  and  allowed  the 
privileges  of  exercise  in  the  parade  of  the  post.  I  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  his  request  be  granted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

Fort  LAPAYETTE,  Wew  York  Harbor,  March  34, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  you  some  days  since  in  regard  to  a  parole  for  E.  T.  Zar- 
vona  (the  French  lady).  He  now  desires  me  to  say  that  if  released  he 
will  leave  the  country  and  give  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  return  to  the 
United  States  or  the  Confederate  States  during  the  war,  and  that  he 
will  not  take  part  in  the  rebellion.  He  says  he  will  do  this  because  his 
health  is  destroyed  by  the  confinement  he  has  undergone. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  11, 1863. 
Col.  William  Hoffman, 

Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 
Colonel:  •    *    *    The  Secretary  of  War  has  authorized  me  to 
exchange  Zarvona.    Please  send  him  with  the  other  officers.    *    »    * 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  April  11, 1863. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Hamilton,  Neto  Torh  Harbor. 
Colonel  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  will  forward 
without  delay  the  prisoners  of   war   named  on  the  accompanying 
list.    *    *    •    You  will  also  forward  to  Fort  Delaware  at  the  same 
time  Thomas  alias  E.  T.  Zarvona.    #    «    * 

Very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  ^,         ^  W.  HOFFMAN, 

Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Headquarters  District  op  Eastern  Kentucky 

Louisa,  Ky.,  May  11, 1863. 
Colonel  Hoffman,  Commissary-General  of  Prisoners. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inquire  whether  the  following-named 
persons  who  were  understood  to  be  held  in  close  confinement  at  Eich 
mond  as  hostages  for  Colonel  Zarvona  alias  Thomas  have  been  released 
viz:  Capt.  Thomas  Damron,West  Virginia  Home  Guards;  Lieut.  Wilson 
Damron,  West  Virginia  Home  Guards ;  Lieut.  Isaac  Goble,  Thirty-ninth 
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Kentucky  Volunteers;  Lieut.  David  V,  Auxier,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky 
Volunteers;  Privates  J.  W,  Howe,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers; 
William  S.  Dils,  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers;  Samuel  Pack, 
Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  WHITE, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  District. 

[First  iDdorsement.] 

Office  Commissaky-Gehebal  of  Pbisonebs, 

MoA)  21, 1863. 
Respectfully   referred    to    Lieutenant-Colonel   Ludlow,    agent   for 
exchange  of  prisoners. 

1  am  unable  to  find  anything  on  the  records  to  show  whether  the 
within  named  have  been  delivered  or  not. 

W,  HOFFMAN, 
Colonel  Third  Infantry  and  Commissary- General  of  Prisoners. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

FoET  MONEOE,  May  36, 1863. 
The  offtcers  and  men  within  named  have  been  released  and  declared 
exchanged. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

CONFEIDERA-TE    COR.RESI'OJiriDKNCE,  BTO. 

Richmond,  July  25, 1861. 
[Governor  John  Letcher.] 

Sib  :  I  was  requested  before  leaving  Baltimore  on  the  17th  instant 
by  John  L.  Thomas,  esq.,  counsel  of  Ool.  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona,  to 
make  to  you  the  following  statement  of  the  treatment  he  has  received 
of  the  Federal  officers  since  his  capture  and  confinement  in  Fort 
McHenry : 

He  with  six  others  is  confined  in  a  dungeon  having  no  ventilation 
except  through  the  door,  and  ixom  7  p,  m.  to  7  a.  m.  is  locked  up  in  a 
cell  opening  from  the  same  dungeon.  The  only  aperture  to  this  cell  by 
which  light  and  air  are  admitted  is  a  square  of  rather  less  than  a  foot 
in  the  door  covered  with  zinc  through  which  small  holes  are  punched. 
His  commission  was  taken  from  him  at  the  time  of  his  seizure.  He 
declined  to  accept  the  privilege  of  the  fort  on  his  parole  saying  he 
desired  to  have  a  precedent  established  by  the  Federal  authorities  of 
the  treatment  of  officers  of  his  rank.  On  being  remonstrated  with  for 
the  unnecessary  strictness  of  his  confinement  Maior  Morris,  comman- 
dant, styled  him  a  pirate  and  thought  the  treatment  better  than  he 
deserved.  His  meals  are  served  from  the  officers'  mess. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  G.  HALL. 


FoBT  Lafayette,  U.  S.  A.,  December  7, 1861. 
Hon.  Mr.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  G.  8.  A.,  Richmond,  Ya. 

Sir  :  I  am  compelled  by  the  state  of  my  health  to  call  your  special 
attention  to  my  case.  For  about  five  months  I  have  been  in  close  con- 
finement and  recently  with  winter  fast  approachiiig  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  this  fort.    My  health  for  some  years  past  delicate  is  failing 
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and  unless  some  arrangements  can  be  made  to  effect  my  early  exchange 
I  have  great  cause  for  serious  apprehensions.  I  was  arrested  while  on 
special  duty,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  be  treated  in  any  way 
different  from  a  prisoner  of  war.  My  services  to  my  Government  are 
well  known  and  I  think  might  reasonably  entitle  me  to  an  early 
exchange.  His  excellency  Governor  Letcher  is  acquainted  with  the 
circumstances  of  my  case  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  to  him  as 
to  the  justice  of  my  claims  for  some  special  effort  in  my  behalf.  I 
desire  that  my  name  be  placed  among  the  first  on  the  list  of  prisoners 
to  be  exchanged  and  that  I  shall  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  long  time 
I  have  been  already  a  prisoner. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  very  obedient  servant,  the  colonel, 

ZARVONA. 


Fort  Lafayette,  TJ.  S.  A.,  December  7, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Governor  Letcher. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  transferred  to  this  fort  as  you  may  possibly 
have  heard.  My  health  is  seriously  affected  and  the  prospect  of  pass- 
ing the  winter  in  this  climate  far  from  satisfactory.  I  have  this  day 
addressed  a  communication  to  Mr.  Secretary  Benjamin  requesting  that 
my  name  should  be  placed  in  the  list  of  prisoners  to  be  exchanged,  and 
that  some  special  effort  should  be  made  in  my  behalf.  You  know  how 
far  I  am  entitled  to  this  consideration,  and  1  would  respectfully  request 
you  to  see  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  War  and  endeavor  to 
have  something  done  for  me. 

With  regards  to  my  friends,  I  am,  with  just  respect,  yours,  truly,  the 
colonel, 

ZAEVONA. 


Camp  Maryland, 
Near  Winchester,  Va.,  November  18,  1862. 
Lieut.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson, 

Gommandhm  Second  Corps,  Army  of  Nortliern  Virginia. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  for  my  brother,  Sergt,  J.  William 
Thomas,  Company  A,  First  Maryland  Battalion,  such  assignment  to 
special  duty  or  leave  of  absence  as  will  enable  him  to  visit  Richmond 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  Mr.  Davis  relative  to  the  case  of  our  brother, 
Colonel  Zarvona,  now  for  more  than  sixteen  months  an  inmate  of  a 
Northern  prison,  and  subject  to  more  of  maltreatment  and  cruel  hard- 
ship than  one  could  deem  possible  as  coming  from  a  people  claiming 
Christianity  and  civilization  did  not  testimony  not  to  be  doubted  pro- 
claim it. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  mention  that  I  have  seen  Mr.  Davis  several 
times  upon  the  subject  but  have  never  been  able  to  get  anything  more 
satisfactory  than  a  formal  demand  on  the  part  of  our  agents  under  the 
cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  for  the  release  of  my  brother.  This 
demand  was  made  about  the  latter  part  of  August  last.  I  immediately 
notified  my  friends  in  Maryland  of  the  fact,  requesting  them  to  bring 
what  influence  they  could  to  bear  upon  the  Government  at  Washington. 
They  were  told  through  the  present  representative  of  my  district  in  the 
Federal  Congress  (Charles  B.  Calvert)  that  "the  Government  had  decided 
not  to  release  Colonel  Zarvona."  I  have  within  the  past  few  days  received 
letters  from  home  giving  in  part  an  account  of  a  visit  my  mother  was 
permitted  to  pay  her  son  after  so  long  a  time  of  painful  separation     I 
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beg  to  inclose  you  an  extract  from  the  same.  I  think,  sir,  you  will  feel 
that  this  matter  appeals  most  strongly  to  our  Government  for  prompt 
action.  My  brother  and  I  both  think  that  the  presence  of  one  or  the 
other  of  us  might  be  of  avail  in  Eichmond  toward  such  action.  I  trust 
you  will  find  it  agreeable  to  your  sense  of  duty  to  grant  this  request 
and  I  will  further  ask  that  you  furnish  my  brother  with  such  letters  as 
will  tend  to  facilitate  his  efforts  in  Eichmond, 

I  hope  I  do  not  ask  too  much  for  I  speak  to  you  not  only  as  to  my 
commanding  officer  but  as  to  one  of  influence  who  can  do  much  toward 
relieving  the  unmerited  sufferings  of  a  noble-hearted  man  who  risked 
very  much  for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  now  enlisted,  and  who  is  now 
and  has  been  for  a  long  time  treated  as  a  common  felon  for  doing  what 
his  country  applauded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  THOMAS, 
First  Lieut,  and  Acting  Adjutant  First  Marylamd  Battalion. 

[InolosnTe.] 

Your  mother  obtained  last  week  a  permit  to  visit  Cousin  Dick.  They 
would  allow  no  one  else  to  see  him,  *  *  *  When  she  got  to  Fort 
Lafayette  she  was  taken  to  Wood's  (the  commander)  office.  *  *  * 
When  he  came  in  she  did  not  recognize  him  at  first  he  was  so  changed. 
He  looked  so  tall  and  was  very  thin  and  emaciated  and  had  hardly 
strength  to  speak.  His  hand  which  you  know  was  short  and  plump  is 
now  long  and  bony.  He  held  her  hand  all  the  time.  She  asked  him 
how  he  was.  He  said  he  was  as  well  as  could  be  expected  shut  up 
without  light  or  air,  his  cell  partly  under  water,  with  a  place  about  the 
size  of  a  dollar  to  admit  the  light;  on  cloudy  days  he  could  not  see  to 
walk  about  his  room.  *  *  *  Aunt  Jane  has  been  sending  him  money 
all  the  time  and  he  would  never  have  known  it  if  she  had  not  seen  him. 
At  the  end  of  half  an  hour  she  was  told  that  the  time  was  out;  she 
asked  if  she  could  not  stay  longer.  They  said  no,  and  he  was  marclied 
off  to  his  dark  and  gloomy  ceU,  Aunt  Jane  says  if  he  is  kept  there 
two  months  longer  he  cannot  stand  it;  it  must  kill  him.  *  *  *  It 
is  your  mother's  request  that  I  write  you.  She  is  too  sick  to  write  her- 
self.   She  has  been  sick  ever  since  her  return.    *    *    * 

Senate  Chamber,  Richmond,  Va.,  March  12, 1863. 
Hon,  James  A,  Sebdon. 

SiK :  The  Committee  on  Confederate  Eelations  of  this  body  would 
feel  obliged  (if  convenient  to  yourself)  that  you  would  respond  to  the 
inquiry  whether  in  the  event  of  the  transfer  of  prisoners  held  by  the 
State  authorities  to  the  Confederate  Government  a  sufficient  number 
of  officers  wiU  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  release  of  Colonel  Zarvona, 
Captain  Duskey  and  Lieutenant  Varner,  An  early  reply  will  oblige 
the  committee. 

Eespectfiilly,  &c., 

A.  D.  DICKINSON, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

[Indorsement.] 

No  officers  set  apart  as  hostages  for  Colonel  Z.  as  1  had  supposed. 
We  suggest  that  officers  be  selected,  set  apart  by  State  government, 
before  turning  over  prisoners  to  Confederate  Government.  This  course 
would  relieve  the  subject  of  difficulty. 

J.  A.  SBDDON. 
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Wae  Department,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  March  13, 1863. 
A.  D.  Dickinson,  Esq.,  Chairman,  &c.,  Virginia  Senate. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
say  that  on  inquiry  1  learn  from  Mr.  Ould,  commissioner  of  exchange, 
that  no  officers  have  been  set  apart  as  hostages  for  Colonel  Zarvona 
as  1  had  supposed.  1  would  suggest  that  officers  be  selected  by  the 
State  aathorities  as  hostages  for  Colonel  Zarvona,  Captain  Duskey  and 
Lieutenant  Varner  before  the  prisoners  are  turned  over  to  the  Confed- 
erate Government.  This  course  would  relieve  the  Department  of  con- 
siderable difficulty,  as  the  persons  selected  would  come  into  our  pos- 
session with  the  liability  attached  to  them  by  the  State  government. 
Very  respectfially,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  SBDDON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A.,  Richmond,  May  2, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon,  Secretary  of  War, 

Sir  :  I  respectftilly  recommend  that  of  the  Federal  officers  now  held 
by  us  a  sufficient  number  be  set  aside  to  retaliate  for  the  unjust  deten- 
tion of  the  following-named  persons,  all  of  whom  have  been  in  prison  for 
more  than  six  months  and  all  of  whom  are  already  declared  exchanged 
by  the  Federal  agent  of  exchange,  to  wit:  *  »  *  Colonel  Zarvona 
(Thomas),  Fort  Delaware.    *    •    • 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

KOBBRT  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 


Executive  Department,  Richmond,  May  16, 1863. 
Egbert  Otjld,  Esq.,  Agent  for  Exchange  of  Prisonjrs. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  to  the  governor*  dated  the  13th  instant  has  been 
received  at  this  department,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  governor  I  have 
the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  6th  instant  the  governor  transmitted  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary  the  following  paper : 

May  6, 1863. 
Hostages  for  Colonel  Zarvona:  Capt.  Thomas  Damron,  Lieut.  Wilson  Damion, 
Lieut.  David  V.  Auxier,  Lieut.  Isaac  Goble,  Privates  Samuel  Pack,  William  S.  Dils, 
J.  W.  Howe.    Colonel  Bass  will  at  once  release  the  pTisoners  named  herein  and  hand 
them  over  to  the  Confederate  authorities  for  exchange  for  Zarvona. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 
Upon  this  paper  is  indorsed  the  following : 

C.  S.  Military  Puison,  Bichmond,  Va.,  May  — ,  1863. 
Will  Colonel  Bass  please  deliver  to  bearer,  Sergeant  Hite,  the  within-named 
prisoners? 

Respectfully, 

T.  P.  TURNER, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
Upon  the  same  paper  is  the  following : 

Received  tiie  within-mentioned  priaoners.  ' 

T.  P.  TURNER, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

*Not  found. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PEKSONS.  415 

The  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  Colonel  Bass,  informs  me 
that  the  prisoners  were  delivered  according  to  the  copy  of  the  foregoing 
receipt.  He  states  that  the  men  all  answered  to  their  names  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  preceding  list.  The  only  discrepancy 
being  that  the  man  who  is  designated  by  you  as  William  G.  Uils 
answered  to  his  name  as  William  S.  Dils.  These  papers  show  that  the 
prisoners  were  turned  over  by  order  of  the  governor  to  the  Confeder- 
ate authorities  to  be  exchanged.  I  presume  therefore  the  exchange 
has  been  made,  or  if  not  that  Captain  Turner  can  give  the  necessary 
explanation. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  MUNFOED, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  16, 1863, 
Respectfully  referred  to  Capt.  Thomas  P.  Turner,  commanding  Libby 
Prison. 

ROBERT  OULD, 
Agent  of  Exchange. 

[Second  indorBement.] 

C.  S.  Military  Prison,  May  17, 1863. 
The  within-mentioned  officers  were  paroled  May  5, 1863.  The  men 
mentioned  within  as  privates  gave  in  their  names  as  citizens  when  they 
were  received  at  this  prison.  They  were  paroled  and  sent  home  by  flag 
of  truce  May  15,  1863,  as  citizen  prisoners.  They  were  captured  in 
Floyd  County,  Ky.,  December  4, 1862. 

THOS.  P.  TURNER, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Office  Exchange  of  Prisoners, 

Richmond,  Ya.,  May  18, 1863. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Ludlow,  agent  of 
exchange. 

ROBERT  OULD, 
Agent  of  Uxchange. 


Case  of  Furcell  M.  Quillen. 

Purcell  M.  Quillen  was  arrested  in  Washington  by  order  of  General 
Scott  and  forwarded  to  Fort  Lafayette  where  he  was  committed  July 
22,  1861.  He  was  charged  with  being  a  rebel  spy  and  coming  North 
from  his  home  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  mil- 
itary equipments  and  engaging  workmen  to  go  South  to  manufacture 
knapsacks.  Quillen  confessed  to  a  Government  employ^  while  en 
route  to  New  York  that  he  served  for  three  months  in  the  Confederate 
Army  ai?d  participated  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  but  claimed 
that  he'  was  pressed  into  the  service  by  the  vigilance  committee  of 
Charleston,  and  although  a  British  subject  was  informed  by  Mr.  Bunch, 
the  British  consul,  that  he  must  obey  the  committee.  He  was  released 
August  7, 1861,  by  order  of  General  Scott  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a 
British  subject— JVom  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^'Arrests  for 


416  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Office  Union  Defense  Committee 

OF  THE  Citizens  op  New  York, 

New  York,  June  17, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  Lord  Lyons  upon  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  Mr. 
Bunch,  consul  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  (or  perhaps  a  pass  or  passport  from 
him),  has  given  a  pass  to  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Quillen,  who 
resides  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  is  in  the  employ  of  Lambert  &  Howell, 
of  that  city.  Mr.  Quillen  is  here  endeavoring  to  get  a  supply  of  mili- 
tary equipments  to  send  to  the  South  and  has  made  arrangements  with 
several  men  to  go  South  and  manufactare  knapsacks,  &c.  There  are 
he  says  many  men  sent  here  in  this  way  under  the  passport  of  Mr. 
Bunch  and  with  the  indorsement  of  Lord  Lyons.  I  presume  they  have 
deceived  the  representatives  of  Great  Britain  but  it  can  do  no  harm  to 
let  them  know  of  this  abuse  of  their  complaisance. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

_  S.  DRAPER. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  18, 1861. 
Simeon  Draper,  Esq.,  New  Yorh  : 

No  passport  is  a  protection  for  treason.  If  you  have  reliable  evi- 
dence of  facts  arrest  Quillen,  passport  or  no  passport.  Hereafter  no 
diplomatic  or  consular  passport  will  be  good  unless  countersigned 
by  me. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[June  — ,  18G1.] 
Mr.  MoNSON,  British  Legation. 

Dear  Sir:  I  called  at  the  State  Department  (by  request)  at  2.30 
o'clock  to  get  my  passport  signed.  Instead  1  have  been  arrested  and 
lodged  in  this  d — d  jaU.  If  you  would  see  to  my  case  you  would  much 
oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

_  P.  M.  QUILLEN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  26, 1861. 
Gen.  J.  K.  P.  Mansfield, 

Commanding  Department  of  Washington. 
General  :  The  inclosed  are  all  the  papers*  found  upon  the  person 
or  among  the  baggage  of  Mr.  Quillen,  arrested  by  me  on  your  order  and 
lodged  in  jail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  STARR, 
Captain  Second  Dragoons. 
He  was  arrested  at  the  State  Department. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  June  28, 1861. 
Simeon  Draper,  New  Yorlc : 

Send  hither  at  once  any  witnesses  to  the  facts  in  regard  to  Quillen 
spoken  of  in  your  note  to  Mr.  Cameron  of  the  17th.    He  was  alleged 
to  be  buying  equipments  and  hiring  men  to  make  them  for  Confederate 
troops. 
WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

*  The  only  paper  inclosed  is  a  slip  with  the  address:  " Myer  Phineas,  from  New 
Torn.." 
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District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County,  ss : 

Be  it  kuown  that  on  this  28th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1861,  before  the 
undersigned,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  appeared 
Purcell  M.  Quillen  and  makes  oath  in  due  form  of  law  that  he  has  not 
been  engaged  in  any  contraband  business  and  that  he  has  not  done 
anything  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  that  he  will 
not  hereafter  in  any  way  by  act  or  word  do  anything  hostile  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

P.  M.  QUILLEN. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me. 

N.  OALLAN, 
Notary  Public. 


[Washington,  June  29, 1861.] 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  have  taken  the  statement  of 
Purcell  M.  Quillen  in  relation  to  himself  and  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  his  arrest  on  the  suspicion  of  his  being  a  spy.    The  fore- 
going [following]  statement  is  the  account  which  he  gives  of  himself. 
Very  respectfully,  yDur  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GODDAED, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Washington  Oounty  Jail, 
Washington  City,  June  29, 1801. 
Minutes  of  a  preliminary  examination  of  Purcell  M.  Quillen,  arrested  on 
suspicion  of  being  a  spy,  had  betbre  Gapt.  John  H.  Goddard,  justice 
of  the  peace : 

I  was  born  in  Ireland,  Am  not  naturalized.  Am  twenty-four  years  of 
age ;  about  fourteen  years  in  America.  Am  employed  in  the  carpet  trade 
at  Charleston  in  the  house  of  Lambert  &  Howell,  lieceived  my  passport 
from  the  Britisli  consul,  Mr.  Bunch,  at  Charleston,  about  four  weeks  ago. 
Am  not  married.  Have  been  at  New  York  City.  Had  a  letter  with 
me  from  Mr.  Bunch  to  Lord  Lyons  to  facilitate  my  progress  or  to  help 
me  along.  Did  not  present  that  letter  until  I  returned  here  yesterday. 
Came  here  Thursday  night;  left  New  York  Wednesday  evening;  did 
not  stop  any  time  in  Baltimore ;  have  some  relatives  there  and  dined 
with  them;  have  lived  there;  have  lived  in  New  York  previous  to  my 
living  in  Charleston;  have  lived  in  Charleston  about  eleven  months; 
have  been  engaged  with  the  above  house  since  I  went  to  Cliarleston. 
In  visiting  New  York  my  object  was  merely  to  visit  my  friends.  I 
thought  that  i^erhaps  the  present  troubles  might  be  soon  settled  and  I 
found  I  could  do  but  little  at  Charleston.  I  still  hold  my  situation  at 
Charleston  if  1  should  return.  1  expected  to  get  a  commission  in  the 
U.  S.  Army  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Hosea  Perkins,  who  is 
acquainted  with  Hon.  Dan.  Sickles,  but  I  got  no  satisfaction  in  that  way 
and  I  determined  to  return  to  Charleston.  I  did  not  represent  myself 
to  the  British  consul  as  a  married  man.  In  speaking  of  my  family  I 
meant  my  friends.  I  sign  my  name  Quillen;  my  brother  signs  his 
McQuillen.  I  have  one  brother  in  the  Eighth  New  York  Eegiment.  I 
received  a  package  of  letters  (shown)  from  Mr.  Moiison,  secretary  of 
legation  (British)  here.  In  order  to  delivej'  it  with  another  letter  to  Mr. 
Bunch,  consul  at  Charleston,  I  was  directed  at  the  legation  to  get  my 
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passport  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  was  desired  to 
make  an  affidavit  whicli  I  did  and  to  my  astonisbment  found  myself 
arrested.  I  never  made  any  arrangement  with  any  parties  in  New  York 
to  go  South  to  manufacture  knapsacks— never.  I  never  made  arrange- 
ments to  get  military  equipments  for  the  South  while  in  New  York.  1 
have  never  stated  while  in  New  York  that  several  men  had  been  sent  to 
New  York  under  the  passports  of  Mr.  Bunch  indorsed  by  Lord  Lyons. 
I  know  one  young  man — yes  I  know  three  young  Englishmen  who  had 
got  passes  in  Eichmoud  from  Governor  Letcher  and  a  letter  from  the 
vice-consul  at  Eichmond.  I  met  them  at  Strasburg  and  again  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  on  my  way  from  Charleston.  I  did  not  come  through  Wash- 
ington on  my  way  fiom  Charleston;  1  came  through  Harper's  Ferry. 
I  took  the  railroad  from  Manassas  Junction  to  Strasburg.  I  did  not  go 
through  the  Gap.  I  stayed  about  three  weeks  in  New  York.  I  did 
nothing  particular  there.  I  had  no  goods  to  attend  to  there.  I  lived  at 
the  house  No.  87  Spring  street,  corner  of  Broadway.  I  was  acquainted 
with  a  Mr.  Moore,  No.  99  Bowery,  clerk  with  Hiram  Anderson;  also 
George  Eeed,  of  the  same  place;  also  Michael  or  M.  Noonan,  nearly 
opposite  The  Herald,  a  bookseller.  1  have  also  been  in  at  Julian 
Bros.'  carpet  warehouse,  corner  of  Broadway  and  Canal  street;  they 
are  an  importing  house.  The  memoranda  in  the  pocket-book  were  made 
in  the  store  at  Charleston.  What  I  have  stated  in  the  foregoing  is  all 
true.  I  was  sick  in  New  York  for  a  little  time.  I  did  not  state  to  any 
one  that  I  had  a  stock  of  goods  in  New  York.  I  thought  when  I  went 
on  that  we  might  order  our  spring  goods,  but  I  found  that  nothing  in 
the  way  of  trade  could  be  done  and  I  thought  it  was  better  to  return 
to  Charleston  where  1  could  get  something  to  do  as  I  had  nothing  to  do 
in  New  York  and  there  was  money  owing  to  me  in  Charleston.  I  have 
not  stated  that  1  had  a  stock  of  goods  or  that  I  expected  a  stock  of 
goods  in  New  York  and  that  I  wanted  to  get  them  into  the  South  to 
avoid  paying  duties,  &c.  I  never  stated  that  1  am  awai*e  of  that  I  had 
any  goods  to  attend  to  or  look  after  there.  My  object  now  is  to  get 
back  to  Charleston  the  readiest  way  I  can  go  and  the  least  expensive. 
I  did  not  state  that  I  was  in  business  on  my  own  account  in  Charleston. 
I  did  not  state  that  I  desired  to  get  back  to  Charleston  in  order  to 
attend  to  the  settling  up  of  the  business  of  my  own  store  or  to  see  after 
my  goods  but  I  stated  that  I  wanted  to  get  back  there  to  get  my  business 
settled  up. 

Question.  Did  you  not  state  that  your  object  in  coming  North  was  to 
attend  to  the  disposition  of  some  goods  which  you  expected  to  arrive 
from  Europe  and  to  see  if  it  would  pay  to  take  them  to  the  South;  or 
on  the  other  hand  to  dispose  of  them  in  New  York  and  thus  save  extra 
expense,  freight,  commission,  &c.,  which  would  be  incurred  by  taking 
them  to  the  South  ? — Answer.  I  did  not  state  that  but  something  similar 
to  it.  I  did  not  state  that  I  was  sick  in  Baltimore  a  considerable  time 
with  my  friends  but  I  stated  that  I  was  sick  in  New  York.  I  did  state 
that  business  was  the  entire  cause  of  my  detention.  I  did  not  state 
that  I  had  two  brothers  in  the  Eighth  New  York  Eegiment.  The  whole 
of  this  trouble  has  originated  with  one  man  in  New  York  by  the  name 
of  Jefi'eries,  No.  99  Bowery,  in  Hiram  Anderson's  carpet  store.  His 
reason  for  persecuting  me  Is  that  he  applied  to  the  parties  in  Charleston 
who  now  employ  me  for  the  situation  and  did  not  get  it  which  caused 
his  malicious  feeling  toward  me  as  I  believe.  He  reported  me  to  Mr. 
Kennedy,  chief  of  police  in  New  York,  the  night  I  arrived  as  a  seces- 
sionist. My  brother's  name  in  the  Eighth  Regiment  is  Thomas 
McQuilleu,  Eighth  New  York  City  Eegiment,  stationed  at  Arlington 
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Heights;  C.  McDonald,  in  same  regiment,  Bugineer  Corps,  also  lias 
known  me  the  last  six  or  seven  years;  Thomas  R.  Turnbull,  sergeant 
of  engineers,  same  regiment,  also  knows  me;  N.  P.  Fitzpatrick,  of  sa,ue 
regiment,  also;  Hugh  S.  Powers,  of  Ellsworth  Zouaves,  also  knows  me; 
Charles  Lambert,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  is  principal  partner  in  the  nouse 
I  am  in  at  Charleston. 

New  York,  June  29,  1861. 
W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  : 

The  witnesses  must  be  examined  here.  They  are  so  situated  that  they 
peril  much  in  Avhat  they  may  be  called  to  do.  They  have  learned  all 
they  know  from  the  young  man  himself  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  his 
complicity  with  the  Montgomery  Government.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
he  can  tell  you  of  direct  acts  of  the  British  consul  or  his  deputy  at 
Eichmoud  aiding  and  abetting  by  the  use  of  British  dispatch  agent  and 
messenger.  The  names  of  the  witnesses  will  be  furnished  to  any  person 
on  a  demand  being  made  for  them. 

S.  DRAPER. 

New  York,  June  39,  1861. 
W.  H.  Seward: 

Witness  will  be  in  Washington  and  report  himself  to  you  on  Mon- 
day morning. 

S.  DRAPER. 


Department  of  Public  Charities  and  Correction, 

New  York,  July  1, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  a  note  received  from  the  witness  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Quillen.    If  you  have  the  power  to  take  him  to  Washington  you  will 
be  forced  to  exercise  it.    His  brother  and  also  Hiram  Anderson,  a  well- 
known  carpet  dealer  in  the  city,  can  furnish  the  necessary  information. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  DRAPER. 

[Inclosure.] 

New  York,  July  1,  1801. 
Simeon  Draper,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  partner  having  gone  to  the  country  with  his  family 
on  Saturday  leaving  important  business  matters  for  me  to  attend  to 
to-day  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go  on  to  Washington.  When,  as  a 
patriotic  merchant,  I  gave  you  a  hint  as  to  how  easily  men  from  the 
South  got  passes  it  was  understood  between  us  that  I  should  not  be 
mixed  up  in  the  matter  any  further,  and  as  you  know  all  1  could  com- 
municate I  should  prefer  not  going  on. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

'  '  HENRY  G.  JULIAN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  2,  1861. 

E.  Delafield  Smith, 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir:  A  few  days  since  Purcell  M.  Quillen,  a  British  subject,  having 
presented  here  to  be  countersigned  the  inclosed  passport*  from  Mr. 


See  anie  for  the  other  iuclosurea  referred  to. 
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Bunch,  the  British  consul  at  Charleston,  was  arrested  at  my  instance 
by  military  authority  and  committed  for  examination.  This  step  was 
occasioned  by  a  note  of  the  17th  ultimo  addressed  to  Mr.  Cameron,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  Simeon  Draper,  esq.,  chairman  of  the  Union 
Defense  Committee  of  New  York,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  inclosed.  I 
then  caused  an  examination  of  Quillen  to  be  made  by  Captain  God- 
dard,  the  chief  of  the  police  here,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  herewith 
transmitted. 

Mr.  Draper  having  been  asked  to  send  hither  witnesses  witlt  a  view 
to  further  proceedings  against  Quillen  has  replied  that  they  could  not 
leave  New  York,  and  as  the  offense  of  the  prisoner  appears  to.have 
been  committed  in  that  city  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  transfer  him 
thither.  I  have  accordingly  directed  him  to  be  transferred  and  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  of  the  United  States.  It  is  desirable 
that  be  should  be  further  examined  at  New  York  and  if  the  result  of 
the  examination  should  justify  it  that  he  should  be  neld  for  trial.  Mr, 
Forrest,  a  clerk  in  this  Department,  to  whom  Quillen  applied  to  have 
his.  passport  countersigned  and  who  questioned  him  as  to  his  object, 
takes  this  letter  and  his  deposition  in  the  matter  may  be  important.  If 
the  proof  against  Quillen  should  not  warrant  his  detention  for  trial  tlie 
memorandum  book  found  upon  him  with  the  passport  which  he  pre- 
sented to  be  countersigned  both  may  be  returned. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington.  July  2,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  K.  F.  Mansfiel,d,  Washington. 

General:  Difficulty  having  been  experienced  in  obtaining  such 
witnesses  from  New  York  as  would  be  necessary  for  further  proceed- 
ings against  Purcell  M.  Quillen- it  is  deemed  advisable  that  he  should 
be  transferred  to  that  city  and  delivered  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  there.  I  will  thank  you  to  cause  him  to  be 
transferred  accordingly.  This  Department  will  defray  any  expense 
which  the  transfer  may  occasion. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

P.  S.— Mr.  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police,  who  is  now 
here  will  receive  Quillen  and  transfer  him  to  the  marshal. 

Department  of  St^.te,  Washington,  July  2, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir  :  Herewith  you  will  receive  Purcell  M.  Quillen  whom  you  will 
detain  as  a  prisoner  to  await  the  order  of  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  your  district. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

New  York,  July  4, 1861. 
William  Hunter,  Esq.,  Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  arrived  here  early  this  morning  and  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible I  reported  myself  to  the  U.  S.  marshal  and  also  endeavored  to  see 
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the  district  attorney,  but  he  has  left  the  city  for  the  day.  Mr.  Draper  is 
also  absent.  It  will  therefore  be  impossible  to  have  Quillen's  exami- 
nation before  to-morrow. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  case  I  am  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  he  is  either  a  spy  or  an  agent  of  the  rebels — perhaps  both, 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  highly  improper  to  permit  him  to  go  at 
large  or  at  all  events  to  communicate  with  the  South.  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  communicate  to  the  Department  what  seems  to  be  impor- 
tant admissions  made  by  him  since  we  left  Washington  not  only  as 
showing  his  own  guilt  but  as  impeaching  the  good  faith  of  the  British 
consul  at  Charleston,  Mr.  Bunch.  He  has  stated  to  me  that  some  time 
jirevious  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  he  was  notified  by  the  vigilance 
committee  at  Charleston  to  join  the  Confederate  forces  forthwith.  He 
at  once  consulted  the  consul  as  to  his  being  compelled  to  do  so  and  Mr. 
Bunch  advised  him — indeed  said  that  he  must  do  as  the  committee  had 
ordered  and  he  accordingly  he  says  took  up  arms  against  the  United 
States,  and  was  so  engaged  for  a  period  of  three  months  and  three 
weeks  and  participating  in  the  bombardment  of  Sumter.  I  asked  him 
if  he  was  not  aware  that  the  consul  had  the  power  to  save  him  as  a 
subject  of  Great  Britain  from  this  impressment.  He  replied  that  the 
consul  had  stated  that  he  had  not;  that  Lord  Lyons  had  given  him 
positive  instructions  on  this  point  to  the  effect  that  British  subjects 
having  resided  six  months  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina  were  pre- 
sumed to  be  citizens  or  intending  to  become  so  and  were  therefore 
liable  to  be  compelled  to  perform  military  duty.  So  that  the  consul 
instead  of  discouraging  him  from  engaging  in  hostile  demonstration 
against  the  United  States  rather  encouraged  him  to  do  so. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  let  the  Department  know  these  facts  as 
early  as  possible.  If  you  should  desire  to  communicate  with  me 
to-morrow  be  pleased  to  direct  to  care  of  the  U.  S.  marshal.  I  shall 
leave  New  York  as  soon  as  this  case  is  disposed  of^— perhaps  to-morrow 
night  or  Saturday  morning. 

In  great  haste,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  faithfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  L.  FOEREST. 

Quillen  states  that  he  knows  of  several  cases  where  the  consul 
advised  British  subjects  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  vigilance 
committee. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  July  10, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen,  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

Genebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Purcell  M.  Quillen, 
a  British  subject,  offered  to  be  countersigned  some  days  since  a  pass- 
port from  Mr.  Bunch,  the  consul  of  his  country  at  Charleston,  in  order 
that  he  might  return  thither.  The  conduct  of  the  man  being  somewhat 
strange,  leading  to  suspicion  of  his  disloyalty,  I  caused  him  to  be 
arrested  and  examined.  The  examination  tended  to  confirm  this  sus- 
picion, but  as  the  principal  witnesses  in  the  case  were  at  New  York 
he  w^as  transferred  thither  for  further  examination.  A  copy  of  the 
deposition  of  Henry  George  Julian  and  Hiram  Anderson  at  New  York 
is  herewith  inclosed.*  My  impression  is  that  it  would  not  only  be 
unadvisable  to  allow  Quillen  to  return  to  Charleston  but  that  for  the 
present  at  least  he  should  be  detained  in  custody.    I  will  consequently 

*  Not  fonnd. 
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thank  you  to  order  him  into  confinement  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York 
Harbor,  or  some  other  tJ.  S.  fort.  He  is  now  iu  the  Tombs  at  New 
York  but  I  have  directed  the  marshal  of  the  United  States  to  deliver 
him  to  your  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  July  10,  1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  Marshal,  New  Torlc. 

Sir:  I  have  requested  Lieutenant-General  Scott  to  transfer  Purcell 
M.  Quillen  now  confined  in  the  Tombs  at  New  York  to  Fort  Hamilton. 
You  will  consequently  deliver  him  for  that  purpose  on  application  of 
the  proper  oflBcer. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Headquarters  op  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  11,  1861. 
Col.  G.  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Columbus,  New  York. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  State  having  requested  that  Purcell  M.  Quil 
len,  a  British  subject,  who  is  now  confined  in  the  Tombs  in  New  York 
City  as  a  political  offender,  may  be  detained  iu  custody  for  the  present 
by  military  authority  the  General-in-Chief  accordingly  directs  that  you 
receive  him  from  the  U.  S.  marshal,  who  is  instructed  to  deliver  bini 
on  this  order,  and  confine  him  to  a  room  at  Fort  Columbus  under  a 
guard  until  further  orders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  i).  TOWNSEND, 
A ssistant  A djutant- General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Wushinoton,  July  30.  1801. 
Col.  C.  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Columbus,  New  York. 
Sir  :  TheGeneral  in-Chief  directs  that  Purcell  M.  Quillen  and  Edward 
Seymour  Ruggles,  prisoners  for  political  ottenses,  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette and  reported  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

New  York,  July  33,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  A  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  case  of  Purcell  M. 
Quillen  has  just  been  granted  directed  to  the  military  officer  in  charge 
at  Governor's  Island,  returnable  on  Thursday  at  12,  Judge  Shipman 
who  granted  the  writ  did  so  very  reluctantly,  and  I  say  to  you  in  con- 
fidence that  rebellion  and  treason  will  obtain  no  aid  and  comfort  from 

*  Not  found. 
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his  action,  judicial  or  otherwise.  Courts  aud  judges,  however,  cannot 
alter  oi  8us])end  the  law,  aud  it  has  occurred  to  nie  that  Quillen  may 
not  be  of  sufficient  consequence  to  render  worth  while  any  stand  by  us 
in  the  matter.  If  you  think  proper  please  telegraph  me.  1  will  post- 
pone uctiou  till  you  telegraph  or  write. 

With  great  respect,  gratefully  and  truly,  yours, 

E.  DBLAFIELD  SMITH. 

P.  S.— 1  should  add  that  if  the  military  officer  refuses  to  produce 
Quillen  1  believe  Judge  Shipinan  will  assume  the  responsibility  and 
decline  to  grant  au  attachment  or  order  to  show  cause. 
Kespectfully, 

E.  D.  S. 

[Iniloreement.J 

Perhaps  it  will  be  well  for  General  Scott  to  give  instructions  to  the 
commandant  to  obey  no  writ. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y.,  July  24,  1861. 

Col.   E.   I).  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  U.  j6'.  Army,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  1  understand  that  writs  of  habeas  corpus  will  probably  be 
served  upon  me  in  the  cases  of  Purcell  M.  Quillen  *  *  *  detained 
by  nie  under  the  order  of  General  Scott.  It  seems  to  me  proper  to  ask 
instructions  as  to  the  course  which  it  will  be  best  for  me  to  pursue  in 
the  event  of  the  service  of  such  writs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Brevet  Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  July  24, 1861. 

Col.  D.  ]).  Tompkins, 

Quartermaster's  Department,  No.  6  State  Street,  NeiP  York  : 
Send  orders  immediately  to  commanding  officers  of  Forts  Hamilton 
and  Lafayette  to  return  to  writ  in  case  of  Purcell  M.  Quillen  that  he 
begs  leave  to  decline  obeying  the  writ  at  this  time. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army-, 

Washington,  July  29,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  TJ.  S,  Army, 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Parbor. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  has  been  received.     Orders 
were  sent  you  the  24th  instant  in  case  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
served  on  you  in  the  matter  of  Purcell  M.  Quilleu  to  return  upon  it 
that  you  beg  leave  to  decline  obeying  the  writ  at  this  time.    *    *    * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D,  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[No  date.] 
E.  Delafield  Smith, 

WiUarWs  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 
Quillen  case  following  return  made:  I  beg  leave  to  decline  obeying 
this  writ  at  this  time.     Betts  ordered  adjournment  to  Wednesday  for 
amended  return.    He  wants  the  officer  to  state  by  whose  authority  he 
declines.    Advise  me. 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD. 

Washington,  August  5, 1861. 
Hon  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Of  the  two  prisoners  at  New  York  about  whose 
liberation  we  spoke  confidentially  last  night  one  is  Quillen,  with  whose 
case  you  are  well  acquainted.  *  *  *  I  do  not,  however,  in  this 
private  and  confidential  note  enter  into  the  merits  of  either  case  because 
your  view  was  that  it  would  be  expedient  rather  to  exercise  your  dis- 
cretionary power  in  favor  of  these  two  countrymen  of  mine  than  to 
discuss  legal  or  other  questions.  In  the  same  spirit  in  which  we  spoke 
of  the  subject  last  night  I  venture  to  say  that  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
have  the  means  as  soon  as  possible  of  anticipating  any  sensation  which 
the  cases  might  make  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  sincerely, 

LYONS. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  5,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Hamilton,  W.  Y. 
Sir:  It  is  deemed  advisable  by  higher  authority  that  Purcell  M. 
Quillen,  confined  as  a  political  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette,  should  be  nt 
once  quietly  released.    The  General-in-Ohief  accordingly  directs  you  to 
release  him.    *    *    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Case  of  Austin  £.  Smith. 

On  the  2d  day  of  August,  1861,  Austin  E.  Smith,  late  navy  agent  at 
San  Francisco,  was  arrested  at  New  York  by  the  marshal  of  the 
southern  district  of  New  York  charged  with  being  a  defaulter  to  the 
Government  and  having  the  books  and  papers  of  the  naval  agency  in 
his  possession  and  with  being  a  secessionist  and  rebel,  and  was  on  the 
3d  day  of  August  by  order  of  the  Department  of  State  committed  to 
military  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  as  a  political  prisoner.  Many  per 
sons  charged  Smith  with  disloyal  and  rebellious  sentiments  and  pur- 
poses, alleging  that  he  was  ii  rabid  and  fiery  rebel  and  that  he  had 
openly  declared  on  board  ship  that  had  he  had  in  his  possession  any 
considerable  amount  of  Government  funds  he  would  have  retained  it 
for  the  use  of  the  army  South.  He  was  twice  tendered  his  release  from 
confinement  on  condition  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giving 
his  parole  not  to  go  to  any  seceded  State  nor  correspond  with  any  per- 
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son  in  sucb  State,  but  he  declined  either  to  take  the  oath  or  give  his 
parole.  On  the  29th  of  October  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
informed  the  Department  of  State  that  on  a  final  settlement  of  Smith's 
accounts  as  late  naval  agent  and  acting  paymaster  at  San  Francisco  a 
balance  was  found  to  be  due  from  him  to  the  United  States  of  $4,042.47. 
On  the  7th  day  of  December  having  made  no  denial  of  his  disloyalty 
Smith  made  several  propositions  to  obtain  his  release,  among  which 
was  a  proposal  to  be  exchanged  for  some  loyal  citizen  held  as  a  prisoner 
by  the  rebels,  thus  admitting  his  own  treason.  From  all  the  evidence 
in  the  case  it  appears  that  Austin  E.  Smith  is  a  disloyal  man  in  fidl 
sympathy  with  the  rebellion,  and  from  his  personal  and  social  relations 
shown  by  the  active  and  persistent  efibrts  of  many  persons  of  cultiva- 
tion and  respectability  to  obtain  his  release  and  serve  him  in  his  con- 
finement possessed  of  dangerous  influence  and  power  for  evil.  The 
said  Smith  having  been  transferred  to  Fort  Warren  remained  in  cus- 
tody there  the  15th  of  February,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Depart- 
ment, ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 

Washington,  August  2,  1861. 
Robert  Murray, 

Marshal  Southern  District  of  New  Yoric: 
Deliver  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  political  prisoner,  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette,  who 
has  instructions  to  receive  and  hold  him  in  custody. 

WlLLLiM  H.  SEWAKD. 


FoET  Lafayette, 
Netv  York  Harbor,  August  3, 1861. 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Btteke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 

Colonel  :  I  this  day  received  of  Robert  Murray,  marshal  southern 
district  of  New  York,  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  political  prisoner,  and  have 
confined  him  in  same  room  with  Messrs.  Lyon,  Alvey,  and  the  three 
police  commissioners.  I  herewith  inclose  you  the  telegram  from  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward  to  Robert  Murray  authoiizing  him  to  deliver  the 
prisoner  at  this  post. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  Mr.  Hobart  Berrian,  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
has  addressed  a  letter  to  this  Department  requesting  leave  to  visit  Mr. 
Austin  E.  Smith  at  Fort  Lafayette  on  business  relating  to  his  accounts 
as  navy  agent  at  San  Francisco.  I  will  consequently  thank  you  to 
send  Mr.  Berrian  a  permit  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  12,  1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  James  M.  Smith,  of  247  Broadway,  New  York,  having 
requested  au  interview  on  business  with  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  political 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  I  will  thank  you  to  comply  with  his  request, 
being  careful,  however,  that  the  interview  takes  place  in  your  i)resence 
or  in  that  of  some  other  commissioned  oflicer  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  lo,  1861. 
Hobart  Berrian,  Esq., 

Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 
Sir:  1  inclose  a  note*  to  the  Secretary  from  Mr.  Senator  Latham 
and  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  if  it  is  necessary  that  Mr.  Austin  E. 
Smith,  who  you  are  aware  is  a  state  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  should 
be  released  for  the  purpose  of  coming  hither  to  settle  his  accounts. 
Please  return  the  note  with  your  answer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  11,  1801. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  released  on  taking  the  oath  +  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neitlier  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  mar- 
shal, who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department'to  cause  a  police 
examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of 
prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  coriespondeiice 
or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the 
fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  31,  1861. 
Hobart  Berrian,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant*  apprising  me 
of  the  result  of  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Austin  E.  Smith 
late  navy  agent  at  San  Francisco.     If  you  should  not  have  already 
connnunicated  the  same  information  to  him  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
done. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

'  Not  found. 

f  Smith  declined  to  take  the  oath.     See  Smith  to  Seward,  IJecembei  7,  p.  427. 
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413  Broome  Street,  Novemher  25, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  J,  K.  Millner,*  A.  B.  Smitli,of  Virginia,  and  Charles  Kopperl,* 
of  Mississippi,  are  clients  of  Hon.  William  H.  Ludlow,  wlio  lias  pressed 
me  diligently  to  report  in  their  cases.  But  for  this  I  could  properly 
pass  them  as  I  shall  all  of  the  prisoners  deemed  to  be  disloyal  now 
unless  there  is  something  special  in  their  cases.    *    *    * 

The  case  of  Mr.  Austin  E.  Smith  is  I  think  fully  known  to  yon.  He 
is  in  all  respects  it  seems  to  me  a  disloyal  man — energetic,  active  and 
determined.  His  tone  is  defiant.  He  demands  the  right  to  come  on  to 
Washington  to  settle  his  accounts.  That  might  be  allowed  i)rovided 
he  was  certain  to  be  remanded  to  duress.  »  *  * 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  0.  HAWLEY. 


Fort  Warren,  December  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  On  the  2d  of  August  I  was  arrested  by  your  order  in  the  city  of 
New  York  when  on  my  way  to  Washington  City  for  the  purpose  of  set- 
tling my  accounts  as  late  navy  agent  for  the  post  of  San  Francisco. 
On  the  5th  of  the  same  month  I  communicated  to  you  the  facts  and 
circumstances.  On  the  14th  of  October  and  the  16th  of  November  I 
was  tendered  my  release  upon  terms  to  which  I  could  not  conscientiously 
subscribe.  And  now  after  an  incarceration  of  upward  of  four  months 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  found  in  your  two  communications 
lately  received  by  Colonel  Dimick  and  read  to  the  jiolitical  prisoners 
here  confined  I  propose  the  following  parole :  1  pledge  and  bind  myself 
upon  my  honor  if  set  at  liberty  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
proceed  without  unnecessary  delay  to  Washington  to  settle  my  accounts 
and  thence  if  required  by  the  President  to  return  immediately  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  E.  SMITH. 


War  Department,  Washington,  April  27, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Colonel  :  You  will  release  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  prisoner  confined  at 
Fort  Warren,  in  exchange  for  William  Ayres,  of  Philadelphia. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore,  May  7, 1862. 
Hon.  P.  H,  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

Austin  E.  Smith,  released  from  Fort  Warren  in  exchange  for  William 
Ayres,  has  applied  here  for  a  permit  to  go  to  Fortress  Monroe  with  the 
view  of  going  South.    What  is  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

regarding  him  ? 
^  WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 

Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 


■  cases  of  Millner  and  Kopperl,  see  post. 
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Washington,  May  15, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Commanding: 

Austin  Smith,  exchanged  for  a  person  whose  parole  expires  the  18th 
instant,  is  ordered  to  report  to  you.    Send  him  through  the  lines  by  the 
first  opportunity  after  he  arrives. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War :  • 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  djutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Middle  Department, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  15,  18<>2. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  D.  Whipple, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  I)ept.  of  Virginia,  Fortress  Monroe. 
Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  inform 
you  that  a  pass  to  Fortress  Monroe  has  been  issued  at  these  head- 
quarters to  Austin  E.  Smith,  a  jirisoner  released  for  exchange  upon  the 
inclosed  telegraphic  order  from  the  War  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  BARSTOW, 

Aide-deCamp. 

[iDcloaure.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  15,  1862. 
Mr.  Austin  E.  Smith  will  be  permitted  to  pass  to  Fort  Monroe,  Va., 
and  will  be  forwarded  through  the  lines  to  Richmond  without  delay, 
having  been  exchanged.    The  parole  of  the  person  for  whom  lie  was 
exchanged  expires  the  18th  instant. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  Tow:srsEND, 

Assistant  A d.}utnnt- General. 
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Camp  Pickens,  January  30,  1862. 
President  Davis, 

Dear  Sir  .-  Since  I  saw  you  last  I  have  received  a  letter  from  my 
son,  Austin  E.  Smith,  confined  in  P'ort  Warren ;  had  a  visit  from  Captain 
Tansill  who  called  to  deliver  a  message  from  him;  also  a  visit  from 
Colonel  Tyler  for  like  purpose  in  addition  to  the  letter  he  had  written 
to  me,  and  now  a  letter  from  Captain  Tattnall  (as  I  read  tlie  name),  who 
was  released  on  the  13th  instant  from  Fort  Warren,  from  whose  letter  1 
respectfully  submit  the  following  extract : 

Norfolk,  January  S6,  ISCri. 
■>  '  *  Yonr  son  requested  me  to  see  you  in  Richmond  and  to  deliver  to  you  the 
following  message.  He  begs  that  all  efforts  may  be  made  to  obtain  his  release  but 
that  he  has  no  hope  that  such  effort  will  be  successful  unless  he  can  be  exchanged 
for  some  prisoner  of  w.ar  in  whom  the  U.  S.  Secretary  of  State  may  feel  personal 
interest  or  m  whose  tavor  he  may  be  induced  to  act  in  consequence  of  political  intlii 
cuces.  Your  son  cannot  give  up  the  hope  that  your  representations  to  our  Govern- 
ment of  the  service  he  has  rendered  to  our  cause  and  his  desire  to  face  the  invaders 
of  our  soil  may  induce  them  to  offer  some  such  person  as  I  have  mentioned  in 
exchange  for  him.     *     *     » 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  429 

lu  all  the  late  communications  from  him  the  view  presented  by  the 
above  extract  characterizes  them  all,  I  therefore  yield.  Property  con- 
siderations I  doubt  not  he  has  somewhat  cared  for,  and  at  any  rote  they 
must  net  be  weighed  in  the  balance  against  liberty  and  duty  to  our 
country,  and  1  most  anxiously  urge  the  carrying  out  of  your  kind  sug- 
gestion to  make  him  an  officer  and  exchange  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war 
My  son  is  about  thirty-one  years  old,  has  had  two  years  at  West  Point 
and  desires  to  enter  the  army.  When  I  was  in  Richmond  last  inquiring 
about  the  officers  m  person  as  I  did  by  his  request  I  found  a  Lieutenant 
Parks  (1  tliink  such  was  the  name;  at  any  rate  he  was  an  adjutant  to 
a  Massachusetts  regiment  and  was  captured  I  think  in  the  fight  near 
Leesburg),  of  Boston,  who  was  represented  by  the  officer  in  command 
to  be  a  liigh-toued  gentleman  who  would  respect  the  parole  and  who 
commanded  considerable  influence  in  his  native  city.  I  cannot  say 
more  for  fear  my  feelings  should  master  me  but  trust  in  God  and  my 
country's  chief  for  an  early  opportunity  to  clasp  to  my  bosom  my  noble, 
gallant  son. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

WM.  SMITH. 

[ludorBeineDt.] 

Acknowledge.  Expect  soon  some  arrangement  for  exchange  of 
prisoners  will  be  made,  and  Secretary  of  War  will  please  file  this  for 
attention  and  reply  to  Colonel  Smith,  whose  feelings  he  will  appreciate. 

JEFF'N  DAVIS. 


Hbqrs.  Forty -ninth  Rbgt.  Virginia  Volunteers, 

FebrvMry  10, 1862. 
President  Davis. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  just  received  a  letter  from  my  son  and  not  having 
heard  from  the  Secretary  of  War  as  I  was  advised  by  your  private  sec- 
retary I  might  expect  to  do,  I  have  concluded  to  inclose  the  letter  to 
you  that  you  may  see  that  he  adheres  inflexibly  to  his  resolve  in  the 
first  instance,  "that  the  granite  of  his  prison  home  would  crumble  into 
dust  before  he  would  acknowledge  the  slightest  allegiance  to  the  tyranny 
which  oppressed  him  or  have  his  devoted  loyalty  to  the  South  to 
become  a  question."  With  you,  my  dear  sir,  now  rests  my  hopes — all 
my  hopes  and  his.  I  know  not,  care  not  how  he  has  managed  about  our 
pecuniary  interests.  Money  is  but  dust  in  the  balance  against  liberty — 
the  liberty  to  defy,  to  brave,  to  conquer  our  enemies ;  the  liberty  to 
fight,  to  bleed  and  if  need  be,  to  die  for  our  country. 

I  am,  Mr.  President,  very  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

WM.  SMITH, 

[ludorBemeiit.] 

Secretary  of  War: 
One  inclosure.    Please  answer  and  explain. 

J.  D[AVIS]. 

LlDClosure.] 

Fort  Warren,  January  26, 1862. 
Hon.  William  Smith,  Warrenton,  Va. 

My  Dear  Father  :  Your  favor  of  12th  instant  came  to  hand  yes- 
terday, and  I  must  say  that  I  was- greatly  surprised  and  deeply  mor- 
tified that  you  should  have  given  me  such  advice.    My  feelings  are 
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somewhat  soothed  by  the  couviction  that  you  saw  from  an  erroneous 
standpoint  and  knew  not  the  true  character  of  the  obligation.  There 
are  no  contemplated  combination  of  circumstances  which  could  induce 
me  to  waver  from  the  position  I  have  taken.  Kidnapped  as  I  have  been 
I  will  not  wink  at  any  further  degradation.  The  fact  that  I  was  arrested 
because  this  Government  thought  1  was  on  my  way  South  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  United  States  makes  me  at  least  a  quasi  prisoner  of 
war.  The  South  has  adopted  no  policy  upon  the  question  of  exchange. 
The  South  has  given  up  her  military  prisoners  for  political  prisoners 
held  in  this  fort;  witness  Faulkner*  for  Ely  and  the  resigned  navy 
officers  who  were  arrested  as  and  held  as  prisoners  of  state.  Every 
guaranteed  right  of  this  Government  disregarded  or  denied  me  I  now 
appeal  with  an  abiding  confidence  to  my  native  land. 
Very  attectiouately,  your  devoted  sou, 

'  '  AUSTIN  E,  SMITH. 

Warmest  love  to  all.    Please  carry  out  my  views  and  leave  the  rest 
to  me. 


House  o¥  Kepresentaxives, 

Richmond,  March  31,  1803. 
President  Davis. 

Dear  Sir  :  A  recent  capture  of  some  citizen  prisoners  from  the  enemy 
aftbrd  some  chances  of  extricating  my  son  from  his  imprisonment  in 
Fort  Warren.  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  again  to  this  matter, 
deeply  interesting  to  me,  and  implore  again  your  interference  for  my 
dear  son's  extrication. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

WM.  SMITH. 

[First  iudoraemcnt.] 

Secretary  of  War: 

The  case  is  a  hard  one  and  Colonel  Smith  has  the  highest  claims  on 
our  regard.  His  devotion  and  gallantry  are  known  to  you.  His  son 
has  shown  a  spirit  worthy  his  descent.  If  the  request  can  be  (ionsist- 
ently  complied  with  you  will  please  avail  yourself  of  an  opportunity 
to  grant  it. 

J.  D[AVIS]. 

[Second  indorsemeut.  ] 

Inform  Hon.  William  Smith,  House  of  llepresentatives,  that  if  he 
can  suggest  a  suitable  exchange  the  Department  will  consider  the 
suggestion  with  a  cordial  wish  to  adopt  it. 

&.  W.  Ii[ANDOLPH]. 

Gary  Street  Citizens'  Prison, 

Richmond,  April  10,  1862. 
Ex- Governor  William  Smith, 

Dear  Sir:  Since  the  brief  interview  of  yesterday  I  have  revolved 
in  my  mind  the  subject  of  procuring  the  exchange  of  your  son,  A.  E. 
Smith,  for  myself,  and  I  will  now  specifically  set  forth  some  of  the  influ- 
ences I  can  bring  to  accomplish  that  result. 

First.  My  uncle,  Mr.  Eobert  Allen,  of  Philadelphia,  is  a  most  inti- 
mate friend  of  Mr.  John  Tucker,  one  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries  of 

*  See  p.  463  for  case  of  Faulkner,  exchanged  for  Congressman  Ely,  of  New  York, 
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War.  Mr.  Tucker  enjoys  intimate  relationship  with  Secretary  Stanton, 
and  through  him  and  my  friend  I  cau  secure  a  very  weighty  influence, 
as  mucli  so  as  any  individual  in  the  Administration.  Mr.  Allen  is  also 
the  relative  by  marriage  and  friend  of  Mr.  E.  Cowan,  one  of  the  U.  S. 
Senators  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  influence  would  also  be 
used  in  my  behalf  and  whom  1  know  would  take  pleasure  in  serving 
me.  My  brother-in-law,  J.  N.  Oris  well,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  has  been 
for  years  on  terms  of  greatest  intimacy  with  Thomas  A.  Scott,  esq., 
another  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  and  for  whom  I  am  certain  Mr. 
Scott  would  use  all  his  influence.  My  brother.  Col.  B.  Ayres  (formerly 
superintendent  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad  and  a  gentle- 
man whose  sympathies  are  with  the  South  from  long  residence  and 
acquaintance),  was  a  former  associate  in  business  Avith  Mr.  Scott,  and 
a  person  whom  I  think  Mr.  Scott  would  do  anything  for.  I  am  also 
personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  Scott  and  will  demand  the  favor.  My 
brother-in-law,  A.  J.  Jones,  of  Harrisburg,  is  a  prominent  politician  of 
the  i)arty  now  in  power  and  can  command  the  services  and  influence  of 
J.  W.  Killinger,  the  influential  representative  of  his  district,  and  others 
at  Washington.  John  P.  Verree,  esq.,  and  John  M.  Butler,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  First  and  Third  districts  of  Philadelphia  in  Congress, 
will  give  me  their  aid.  Isaac  Newton,  head  of  the  Agricultural  Bureau 
in  Washington;  James  T.  Hale,  the  brother  inlaw  of  Secretary 
Welles  and  representative  in  Congress,  will  aid  me.  Myself  and  fam- 
ily are  intimate  with  Governor  Curtin  and  family,  of  J'eimsylvania, 
whose  influence  I  can  secure  with  the  President.  My  wife  is  a  warm 
personal  friend  and  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Secretary  Welles,  whom  I 
know  would  use  her  influence  to  oblige  her  (sometimes  very  potent). 

The  fact  is  I  am  so  confident  of  my  ability  to  secure  the  desired  result 
if  I  am  afforded  an  opportunity  that  1  am  willing  to  risk  a  return  to 
this  place  according  to  the  terms  of  a  parole  should  one  be  granted  to 
me  for  that  purpose.  I  therefore  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  pro 
curing  a  parole  of  honor  say  for  twenty  or  thirty  days.  It  has  been 
granted  by  both  Governments  in  cases  where  the  parties  stood  in  the 
position  of  belligerents,  and  your  Government  would  in  no  way  com- 
promise themselves  by  granting  it  to  me,  a  non-combatant,  against  whom 
there  is  no  charge,  taken  as  you  are  aware  three  weeks  since  while 
viewing  the  famous  battle-field  of  Manassas.  You  are  aware  of  the 
difficulty  of  attempting  to  command  my  influences  by  correspondence 
and  the  difference  in  effect  where  I  would  urge  them  in  my  proper  per- 
son, and  1  hope  you  will  use  your  influence  to  secure  it  knowing  that  it 
will  result  to  our  mutual  satisfaction. 

I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  in  Eichmond,  but  if  Mr.  J.  E. 
Anderson,  of  the  Tredegar  Works,  or  (3ol.  Sam.  Tate,  president  of  the 
Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad,  were  in  the  place  I  could  acquaint 
you  with  my  social  position  (they  knowing  my  brothers)  and  give  you  and 
the  Government  assurances  that  the  terms  of  a  ])arole  of  honor  would  be 
faithfully  carried  out.  Should  you  be  successful  you  can  have  the  honor 
of  agentleman  that  every  effort  would  be  made  for  the  release  of  your  son 
and  any  influence  that  would  procure  that  result  would  be  procured. 
It  IS  not  that  the  burdens  of  prison  life  are  so  onerous  and  hard  to  bear 
but  for  the  sake  of  my  family  who  may  be  suffering  pecuniarily  from 
efteots  produced  by  this  revolution. 

With  hopeful  anticipations  I  await  the  result  and  remain,  yours,  very 

respectfully,  ^„ 

^  WM.  AYEES. 
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Case  of  Louis  de  Bebiau. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  by  his  proclamation  of  April  27, 
1861,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  therein,  established  a  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  including  the  port 
of  Wilmington  in  said  last-named  State.  On  the  iSth  day  of  August, 
1861,  the  schooner  Adelso,  of  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  having 
entered  the  port  of  Wilmington  a  few  days  previously  by  a  fraudulent 
evasion  of  said  blockade,  sailed  thence  to  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  with 
a  full  cargo  of  turpentine  and  rosin,  again  violating  the  said  block- 
ade in  her  departure.  The  said  schooner  Adelso  was  built  at  Eastport, 
in  the  State  of  Maine;  was  a  vessel  of  ninety-eight  tons,  owned  by 
John  Kay,  of  Eastport  aforesaid,  and  called  the  A.  L,  Hyde.  Kay  to 
save  the  vessel  from  seizure  and  loss,  he  being  in  trouble,  put  her  in 
the  hands  of  Henry  Horton,  his  brother-in-law,  a  resident  of  New 
Brunswick;  and  she  was  then  registered  as  Horton's  property  and 
sailed  under  Capt.  Thomas  Kimball,  a  naturalized  American  citizen 
of  British  birth,  as  master.  Her  name  was  also  changed  to  the  Adelso. 
This  vessel  with  her  doubtful  ownership,  equivocal  hailing  place, 
double  nationality  and  master  of  twofold  citizenship  and  allegiance 
was  chartered  expressly  for  the  business  of  carrying  on  a  trade  with 
the  said  port  of  Wilmington  in  fraudulent  disregard  of  the  said 
blockade;  and  in  pursuance  of  such  intent  sailed  from  the  said  port 
of  Wilmington  for  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  6th  day  of  August 
aforesaid;  and  was  driven  by  stress  of  weather  into  the  port  of  New- 
port, E.  I.,  on  the  13th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  she  and  her 
cargo  were  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  the  officers  of  cus- 
toms. Louis  de  Bebian,  represented  to  be  a  native  of  the  Island  of 
Guadaloupe  and  claiming  to  be  a  French  subject,  was  a  passenger  on 
the  said  vessel  on  her  said  voyage  from  Wilmington  aforesaid,  where  he 
resides,  bound  for  Halifax,  and  was  on  the  said  vessel  when  she  came  to 
Newport,  constrained  by  stress  of  weather  as  aforesaid.  The  collector 
of  the  port  of  Newport  reports  that  by  direction  of  the  district  attor- 
ney no  person  was  allowed  to  go  on  shore  from  the  said  vessel  nor  any- 
one to  go  on  board  except  the  officers  of  the  revenue;  and  all  the  papers 
found  on  board  were  sealed  up. 

Oq  the  17th  of  August  De  Bebian  was  permitted  to  land,  and  on  the 
lOtU  he  voluntarily  made  an  affidavit  stating  that  he  sailed  from  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  on  the  said  schooner  Adelso  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month ;  that  said  vessel  was  bound  for  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  with  a  full 
cargo  of  turpentine  and  rosin ;  that  he  understood  that  the  said  port  oif 
Wilmington  was  declared  to  be  blockaded  at  and  before  the  time  they 
sailed  from  that  port;  that  J.  &  T>.  McEae  &  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  one 
of  whom  was  the  British  vice-consul  at  that  port,  were  the  consignees 
of  said  vessel  when  she  arrived;  that  the  said  cargo  was  shipped  for 
and  on  account  of  a  house  in  Boston  as  he  was  informed  by  the  master 
during  the  voyage;  and  that  after  he  engaged  his  passage  but  before 
sailing  the  master  of  the  schooner  informed  him  that  he  should  stop  at 
Welchpool  and  promised  to  see  him  on  board  a  boat  there  that  would 
take  him  safely  to  Halifax.  This  afifldavit  was  made  by  De  Bebian 
to  show  that  he  was  simply  a  passenger  not  connected  with  the  said 
vessel  or  her  voyage  or  her  cargo ;  yet  he  wholly  omitted  to  state  aiiy- 
thing  of  the  contents  of  his  own  papers  showing  his  own  business  or 
of  his  possession  of  letters  from  parties  in  an  insurrectionary  State  for 
parties  in  other  portions  of  the  United  States.  The  said  collector  of 
the  port  of  Newport  further  reports  that  on  inspecting  his  trunk  the 
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officers  fouud  concealed  among  his  clothing  letters  and  papers  by 
which  it  appeared  that  he  was  to  purchase  an  assort^-d  cargo  at  Liver- 
pool, PjDgland,  and  return  with  the  same  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The 
letters  of  instruction  were  from  Messrs.  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.,  of  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liveriiool.  The  invoice  or 
list  of  goods  to  be  purchased  was  as  follows:  5,000  to  10,000  army 

blankets,  1,000  bags  of  coffee, tons  of  iron  of  various  sizes,  round 

and  flat,  whole  amount  of  invoice  to  be  $40,000;  also  a  list  of  numer- 
ous articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  apparently  on  private  account.  The  goods 
were  to  be  shipped  in  a  British  or  French  vessel.  With  these  papers 
were  also  instructions  how  to  proceed  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  off 
the  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  They  were  to  make  signal  from  the 
vessel  which  would  be  answered  from  the  shore,  and  if  proper  a  i)ilot 
would  be  sent  on  board  by  which  means  the  blockade  could  be  run. 
The  said  collector  further  reports  the  discovery  in  De  Bebian's  posses- 
sion of  a  number  of  letters,  some  addressed  to  parties  in  foreign  coun- 
tries and  some  to  parties  in  each  of  the  States  of  Vermont,  Maine, 
New  York,  Missouri  and  Connecticut.  The  said  collector  although  not 
previously  intending  the  detention  of  said  De  Bebian — coming  as  he 
did  from  a  port  in  the  power  of  the  insurrectionists,  a  passenger  on  a 
vessel  detected  in  illicit  commerce — on  the  discovery  of  these  evidences 
of  his  conspiring  to  evade  the  blockade  and  render  aid  and  assistance 
to  the  rebels  and  of  his  agency  in  the  unlawful  forwarding  of  corre- 
spondence between  the  insurrectionary  States  and  other  portions  of 
the  Union,  ordered  his  arrest  on  the  said  19th  day  of  August,  1861,  for 
the  said  offenses.  The  said  De  Bebian  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and 
held  in  custody  there  until  September  16, 1861,  when  he  was  discharged 
on  his  parole  for  two  weeks ;  which  time  was  subsequently  enlarged, 
and  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1861 ,  he  was  discharged  from  his  parole. 
The  said  collector  of  the  port  of  Newport,  Seth  W.  Macy,  esq.,  subse- 
quently made  the  following  affidavit.* 

It  thus  appears  that  Louis  de  Bebian  had  been  engaged  in  illicit  com- 
merce in  disregard  of  a  lawful  blockade  in  transporting  lumber  from 
W^ilmington  to  the  West  Indies,  and  had  entered  into  engagements  for 
the  further  prosecuting  of  the  same  business ;  that  he  had  embarked  on 
board  a  vessel  of  equivocal  character  then  engaged  in  unlawful  evasion 
of  the  blockade  in  which  he  participated;  that  he  was  engaged  in  the 
unlawful  conveyance  of  clandestine  correspondence  between  an  insur- 
gent State  and  other  portions  of  the  Union :  that  he  had  conspired  with 
others  to  afford  aid  and  comfort  to  the  eneinies  of  the  United  States  by 
purchasing  and  importing  supplies  for  their  armies;  by  stealthily  and 
fraudulently  through  the  means  of  concerted  reciprocal  signals  evading 
the  blockade,  and  that  he  was  detected  on  the  way  to  carry  these  pur- 
poses into  effect  with  the  evidence  of  his  criminality  upon  him.  On  the 
21st  of  August,  1861,  De  Bebian  addressed  a  paper  to  the  French  vice- 
consul  at  New  York  in  which  he  alleges  that  his  voyage  "was  for  busi- 
ness purely  commercial,"  and  in  giving  the  particulars  of  his  mission 
makes  the  following  statement: 

I  am  going  to  Europe  to  be  at  hand  to  learn  the  decision  of  the  two  great  powers 
on  the  subject  [question]  of  blockiides,  to  move  to  advantage  at  the  fii'st  possible 
chance  by  investing  our  funds  in  shipments  of  merchandise  most  in  demand.  Our 
house  means  articles  such  as  seem  best  for  a  future  time,  such  as  woolens,  blankets, 
&c.,  for  it  is  customary  in  autumn  to  lay  in  every  sort  of  winter  covering  and  a  pair 
of  blankets  for  each  negro.    The  wants  of  the  army  having  absorbed  all  that  there 

*  Omitted  here.     See  p.  450  for  Macy's  affidavit. 
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was  of  Ijliinkets  not  only  at  Wilmington  but  nearly  tbrougli  the  whole  conntiy  this 
article  of  blankets  is  most  in  demand.  These  blankets  were  formerly  known  by  the 
designation  of  negro  blankets.  I  fear  lest  the  house  may  have  used  in  its  letter  the 
new  appellation  of  soldiers'  blankets.  If  such  is  the  case  that  is  the  sole  and  only 
charge  that  can  be  made  against  me. 

He  also  says  that  lie  liad  "some  letters  from  individuals  giving  good 
accounts  to  their  iamilies  and  friends  in  the  iSforth — ^letters  which  I  was 
to  mail  at  Halifax — two  or  three  loose  sheets  with  memorandums  of 
merchandise  suitable  for  the  market  and  commissions  to  be  executed 
for  friends;  in  fine,  one  pointing  out  what  should  be  done  to  announce 
to  me  whether  or  no  the  port  was  blockaded."  On  the  27th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  De  Bebian  wrote  a  statement  of  his  case  to  the  French  minis- 
ter representing  that  he  was  a  partner  in  the  house  of  O.  G.  Parsly 
&  Co.,  of  Wilmington ;  that  his  usual  occupation  was  traveling  abroad 
in  the  business  of  said  house ;  that  he  returned  from  a  voyage  of  that 
kind  on  the  6th  of  July,  1861;  and  proceeding  to  state  with  regard  to 
his  last  voyage  as  follows : 

My  partners  and  myself  concluded  that  it  was  opportune  that  I  should  go  to  Eng- 
land to  liquidate  some  weighty  affairs  we  had  witli  various  houses.  That  being 
done  1  was  according  to  circumstances  to  remain  in  Enrope  and  keep  the  funds  in 
hand  or  else  remit  their  equivalents  iu  the  shape  of  sundry  merchandise  in  case  the 
port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  should  have  ceased  to  be  closed  to  commerce. 

After  alleging  that  his  detention  was  without  cause  and  attended 
with  sundry  hardships  he  makes  the  following  statements  in  relation  to 
his  papers : 

The  journals  have  spoken  of  heavy  sums  and  of  papers  compromising  me  found 
among  my  baggage.  That  is  false.  The  amounts  I  had  at  the  time  of  my  arrest 
were  made  up  of  about  $250  in  gold  and  a  bill  of  exchange  for  5,700  francs.  These 
sums  seized  at  that  time  have  since  been  restored,  but  not  so  with  my  other  papers, 
which  consisted  of  four  letters  addressed  to  difi'erent  correspondents  of  the  house  of 
O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.,  and  solely  devoted  to  the  details  and  settlements  of  accounts. 
A  note  annexed  contains  some  iustractions  about  the  shipments  of  merchandise  I 
was  to  make  in  case  the  blockade  should  have  ceased  to  trammel  commerce — not  a 
single  line  that  could  be  interpreted  as  implying  any  political  mission. 

The  said  letter  of  De  Bebian  to  the  French  vice-consul  seeks  to  mis- 
lead that  functionary  in  regard  to  the  intended  investment  of  "  funds 
in  shipments  of  merchandise  most  in  demand"  by  representing  that  the 
house  meant  "  articles  such  as  seem  best  for  a  future  time,"  and  by  an 
attempt  to  confound  army  blankets  or  soldiers'  clothing  with  negro 
blankets;  and  also  to  transfigure  his  system  of  reciprocal  signals  to 
facilitate  the  running  of  the  blockade  into  a  method  of  "pointing  out 
what  should  be  done  to  announce  to  him  whether  or  no  the  port  was 
blockaded."  Toward  his  excellency  the  French  minister  De  Bebian 
was  still  more  disingenuous.  In  his  letter  to  that  personage  he  speaks 
of  his  intended  evasion  of  the  blockade  under  the  disguise  in  the  lirst 
place  of  a  design  to  remit  the  equivalents  of  certain  funds  in  the  shape 
of  sundry  merchandise  in  case  the  port  of  Wilmington  should  have 
ceased  to  be  closed  to  conmierce;  and  in  the  second  place  of  referring 
to  some  instructions  about  the  shipments  of  merchandise  he  was  to 
make  "in  case  tlie  blockade  should  have  ceased  to  trammel  commerce," 
these  equivocal  expressions  being  evidently  used  to  cover  his  premedi- 
tated design  fraudulently  to  evade  the  blockade,  and  all  reference  to 
his  code  of  reciprocal  signals  to  effect  that  object  being  suppressed, 
as  was  also  all  notice  of  the  letters  attempted  to  be  conveyed  by  him 
from  parties  in  the  insurrectionary  States  to  parties  in  other  portions 
of  the  United  States. — JVowi  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■'■Arrests 
for  Disloyalty.''^ 
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OOLLECTOE'S  OFFICE,  CuSTOM-HoUSE, 

Newport,  R,  I.,  August  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  The  schooner  Adelso,  of  Saint  John,  KimbaL  master,  from 
Wilmington,  N.  G.,  put  into  this  port  on  the  12th  instant,  said  schooner 
having  run  the  blockade  on  the  6th.  I  requested  Captain  Bennett,  of 
the  revenue  cutter  Henrietta  (then  lying  in  this  harbor),  to  put  a  prize 
crew  on  board.  Wingate  Hayes,  esq.,  district  attorney,  being  in  this 
city  I  called  upon  him  for  instructions.  He  directed  that  no  i)erson 
should  be  allowed  to  come  on  shore  or  any  one  to  go  on  board  except 
the  officers  of  the  revenue,  and  also  directed  all  the  papers  found  on 
board  to  be  sealed  up  and  the  same  to  remain  until  further  advised. 
There  is  a  French  gentleman,  a  passenger  on  board,  who  has  been 
detained  under  the  above  instructions.  Should  like  to  be  advised  in 
the  matter.  Have  been  expecting  to  hear  from  the  district  attorney. 
I  wrote  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  soon  as  possible; 
as  yet  have  received  no  answer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  MAGY, 
Collector. 

Newport,  August  17, 1861. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy: 

Found  in  French  passenger's  possession  letters  from  Messrs.  O.  G. 
Parsly  &  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, directing  ijassenger  to  purchase  5,000  to  10,000  army  blankets, 
1,000  bags  coffee,  and  blank  tons  of  iron  of  various  sizes,  tlie  whole 
amounting  to  $40,000,  and  to  be  shipped  in  a  French  or  British  vessel, 
with  signals  how  to  avoid  the  blockade  at  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  ou  arrival. 
Shall  I  detain  sakl  passenger? 

S.  W.  MAGY, 

Collector. 

Newport,  August  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State: 
French  passenger's  name  L.  de  Bebiau,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

S.  W.  MAGY, 

Collector. 

District  and  Port  of  Newport,  K.  I., 

Collectors  Office,  August  19, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  I  wrote  you  on  the  16th  iu  relation  to  the  detention  of  the 
schooner  Adelso,  of  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  from  Wilmington, 
N.  C,  cargo,  spirits  turpentine  and  rosin.  I  telegraphed  you  on  the 
same  day  for  instructions  in  relation  to  the  lauding  of  a  French  pas- 
senger from  on  board  said  schooner,  an  answer  to  which  by  telegraph 
was  received  the  next  day,  17th,  and  he  was  allowed  to  land.  My  rea- 
son more  particularly  for  his  landing  was  that  he  knew  from  conversa- 
tion with  the  captain  of  the  schooner  that  the  cargo  was  owned  by  a 
firm  in  Boston,  Mass.  This  fact  he  has  made  oath  to  before  a  notary 
at  the  custom-house. 
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On  inspecting  his  trunk  the  officers  found  concealed  among  his  cloth- 
ing letters  and  papers  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  was  to  purchase  an 
assorted  cargo  at  Liverpool,  England,  and  return  with  the  same  to 
Wilmington,  N.  0.  The  letters  of  instruction  were  from  Messrs.  O.  G. 
Parsly  &  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool. The  invoice*  or  list  of  goods  to  be  purchased  was  as  follows : 
5,000  to  10,000  army  blankets,  1,000  bags  of  coflee,  blank  tons  of  iron 
of  various  sizes,  round  and  flat;  whole  amount  of  invoice  to  be  $40,000. 
Also  a  list  of  numerous  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  apparently  on  private 
account.  The  goods  were  to  be  shipped  in  a  French  or  British  vessel. 
With  these  papers  were  also  instructions  how  to  proceed  on  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel  off  the  port  of  Wilmington.  Tliey  were  to  make  signals 
from  the  vessel  which  would  be  answered  from  the  shore,  and  if  proper 
a  pilot  would  be  sent  on  board  by  which  means  the  blockade  would 
be  run. 

On  finding  these  papers  I  telegraphed  to  you  to  know  if  I  should 
detain  him,  partially  doing  so  by  not  allowing  him  to  leave  the  place 
although  he  is  not  under  arrest.  By  my  letter  to  you  under  date  of 
16tn  instant  I  mentioned  that  I  had  acted  in  the  matter  under  the 
advice  of  the  district  attorney,  but  on  that  day  I  received  from  him  a 
letter  saying  that  he  had  no  authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  since  which 
I  have  used  my  best  judgment  under  the  circumstances,  and  hope  what 
I  have  done  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  MACY, 

Collector. 

P.  S. — I  have  had  the  passenger's  papers  at  the  custom-house 
sealed  up.  Have  had  L.  de  Bebian,  the  French  passenger,  arrested 
this  day. 

[Indosure  No.  1.] 

Louis  de  Bebian,  of  Wilmington,  N,  C,  now  at  present  in  Newport, 
in  the  State  of  Khode  Island,  on  solemn  oath  doth  depose  and  say  that 
he  was  a  passenger  on  board  schooner  Adelso,  of  Saint  John,  New 
Brunswick,  now  in  the  port  of  Newport,  and  now  seized  by  the  revenue 
officer  of  that  port  on  charge  of  breaking  the  blockade  of  said  Wil- 
mington. That  he  left  said  Wilmington  on  the  6th  day  of  August, 
1861,  and  bound  for  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  but  would  first  touch  at 
Welchpool,  in  New  Brunswick.  That  he  was  on  board  said  schooner 
as  a  passenger  and  was  to  be  landed  at  said  Halifax.  That  when  he 
engaged  his  passage  with  the  master  of  said  vessel  at  the  wharf  in 
said  Wilmington  the  stevedore  and  crew  were  loading  said  schooner 
with  turpentine  and  rosin.  That  the  schooner  had  a  full  cargo  in  her 
hold  and  some  on  her  decks.  That  we  sailed  from  Wilmington  on  the 
6th  of  August  as  aforesaid  and  arrived  at  said  Newport  on  the  13th 
of  August,  1861.  That  he  understood  that  the  said  port  of  Wilming- 
ton was  declared  to  be  blockaded  at  once,  before  the  time  they  sailed 
from  that  port.  That  he  is  personally  well  acquainted  with  Messrs. 
J.  &  D.  McRae  &  Co.,  merchants  residing  in  said  Wilmington,  and  that 
they  were  the  consignees  of  said  vessel  when  she  arrived  at  that  port 
one  of  whom  is  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  vice-consul  at  that  port.  That 
the  said  cargo  was  shipped  for  and  on  account  of  a  house  in  Boston 
as  he  was  informed  by  the  master  of  said  vessel  during  the  voyage,  but 
cannot  now  recollect  the  name  of  the  house  as  was  told  him  by  the 

"Invoice  not  found. 
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captain  of  the  schooner.  He  would  say  that  after  he  engaged  his  pas- 
sage to  Halifax  and  just  before  sailing  the  master  of  the  schooner 
informed  liim  that.he  should  stop  at  Welchpool,  from  which  he  could 
reach  Halifax  in  eight  or  ten  hours,  and  that  he  would  see  him  on 
board  a  boat  that  would  take  him  safely  to  Halifax. 

L.  DE  BBBIAN. 

Newport,  August  19, 1861. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

WM.  GILPIN, 
Commissioner  Circuit  Court,  Rhode  Island  District. 

[IncloBure  No.  2,] 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  August  5, 1861. 
Barron  C.  Watson,  Esq.,  Liverpool,  England. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  were  rather  surprised  a  few  days  ago  by  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  your  house  in  New  York  advising  of  the  non-payment  of 
our  draft  on  them  for  $6,500,  which  was  not  very  comfortable  to  us. 
We  shall,  however,  provide  for  it  here  soon,  and  therefore  request  that 
you  will  pay  over  to  Messrs.  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  all  the 
funds  of  ours  in  your  possession  or  which  may  accrue  from  the  sale  of 
our  cotton.  We  have  instructed  them  to  invest  our  funds,  and  desire 
that  our  funds  in  your  hands  may  be  similarly  invested.  Should  you 
meet  M.  L.  de  Bebian  while  in  England  please  favor  us  by  rendering 
him  any  se^^^ce  in  your  power  by  way  of  assisting  him  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  business.  Old  Abe  hasn't  whipped  us  yet,  and  we  hardly 
think  he  will. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

O.  G.  PAESLY  &  CO. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  19, 1861. 
Seth  W.  Macy,  Collector,  Newport,  E.  I.  : 

Deliver  Louis  de  Bebian  into  charge  of  U.  S.  marshal  to  convey  him 
to  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  who  is  authorized  to 


receive  him. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


IT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Providence,  August  20, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  taken  Louis  de  Bebian  to  Port  Lafayette  and 
delivered  him  to  Col.  Martin  Burke  and  taken  his  receipt  for  same,  as 
directed  by  you  in  your  dispatch  of  the  19th  directed  to  Seth  W.  Macsy, 
collector,  Newport,  E.  I. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALBEET  SANFOED, 

U.  S.  Marshal 

P.  S.— His  trunks  are  in  Marshal  Murray's  (of  New  York)  hands,  and 
they  have  not  been  thoroughly  examined. 

A.  S. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  21, 1861. 
E.  Delapibld  Smith,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  Seic  Yorlc. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  of  the  5th  instant  from  O.  G.  Parsly 
&  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  to  B.  C.  Watson,  Liverpool,  found  on  L.  de 
Bebian,  a  Frenchman  who  was  on  board  the  British  vessel  Adelso  which 
has  been  seized  at  Newport,  R.  I.  It  is  suggested  that  any  funds  the 
writers  may  have  in  the  possession  of  the  branch  of  Mr  Watson's  house 
at  New  York  to  which  allusion  is  made  in  the  letter  might  be  attached 
for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  August  22,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

He  says  that  he  is  a  French  subject;  that  he  never  was  naturalized. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Fort  Hamilton,  August  22,  l8f:i. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  City,  J).  C. 
Sir:  I  inclose  twot  French  letters.    As  I  do  not  understand  the 
language  and  it  will  be  but  a  short  delay  I  thought  it  best  to  send  them 
through  your  office. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

MAE.TIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding, 

[Inclosnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  August  21, 1801. 
[Count  Montholon,  Consul  of  France,  New  Yorl(:\ 

A  Frenchman  resident  for  nearly  five  years  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  1 
embarked  on  the  0th  August  instant  on  the  English  schooner  Adelso, 
Capt.  Thomas  Kimball,  cleared  for  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  I  was  going 
to  take  at  Halifax  the  English  line  of  steamers  to  go  to  Liverpool 
England,  provided  with  a  passport  from  the  Governor  of  Martinique 
visaed  by  the  French  consular  agent  at  Wilmington  for  business  purely 
commercial.  The  schooner  Adelso  appears  to  have  been  chartered  by 
an  American  house  at  Boston  to  go  and  take  on  a  cargo  at  Wilmington. 
She  arrived  off  the  bar  on  the  30th  of  July  and  was  obliged  to  come  to 
anchor  outside  until  next  morning  waiting  for  a  tide  and  fair  winds. 
Eight  days  afterward  she  went  down  the  river  just  at  the  same  time  the 
English  schooner  Beverly  which  had  been  twenty-four  hours  ahead  of 
her.  These  two  scliooners  were  obliged  to  anchor  inside  the  bar  to 
wait  for  the  tide,  and  went  out  together  at  4  or  5  o'clock  on  the  after 
noon  of  the  Gth  of  August.  I  was  passenger  on  board  the  Adelso.  J)ur 
ing  the  day  on  the  12th  of  August  a  heavy  squall  having  carried  away 

'  Omitted  liere.     See  inclosnre  No.  2,  Macy  to  Welles,  August  19. 
t  Only  one  iuclosiiie  found. 
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a  portion  of  the  canvas  of  the  schooner  and  the  gale  increasing  in 
intensity  the  cajitain  judged  proper  to  go  into  the  nearest  port.  We 
anchored  in  the  baj»of  Newport  on  the  13th.  Tlie  custom-house  officer 
who  came  to  inquire  whence  the  Adelso  had  arrived  reported  her  to  the 
revenue  cutter  Henrietta  as  from  a  Southern  port.  The  schooner  was 
very  soon  taken  possession  of  by  a  gang  of  men  armed  to  the  teeth.  I 
presented  mypassport  to  the  commanding  officer  declaring  myself  to  be 
only  a  passenger  traveling  under  the  double  protection  of  my  country 
and  of  a  friendly  flag  in  a  friendly  country.  The  officer  remarked  to  me 
that  it  was  nowise  possible  to  land  in  the  present  stormy  weather  but 
that  1  would  have  the  opportunity  on  its  clearing  away  in  the  morning, 
Jly  re(|uest  was  evaded  until  during  the  afternoon  when  the  captain's 
papers  as  well  as  my  trunks  weie  placed  under  seals;  all  external  com- 
munication strictly  forbidden,  even  the  courtesy  of  informing  the  consul 
of  my  country  of  my  unlawful  detention. 

After  foup  or  five  days  of  the  worst  treatment,  deprived  of  the  use  of 
iny  trunk,  the  chief  of  the  custom  house  accompanied  by  a  subordinate 
and  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  revenue  cutter  Henrietta  came  and  removed 
the  seals  from  my  trunk;  my  linen  examined  piece  by  piece,  the  lining 
of  my  clothes  tried,  &c.  I  had  voluntarily  delivered  the  few  papers  I 
had.  They  were  placed  under  a  fresh  seal  and  deposited  in  the  New- 
jtort  customhouse.  Those  papers  are  a  letter  of  credit  on  Latimer  & 
Tavall,  of  Mayagues,  Porto  Eico,  of  April  last,  of  which  1  had  no  use; 
of  three  letters  from  my  firm  demanding  a  settlement  from  a  house  in 
the  island  of  Cuba;  one  to  a  house  in  England  and  finally  of  another  to 
our  correspondents  at  Liverpool  for  the  settlement  of  balances  in  their 
hands. 

I  am  going  to  Europe  to  be  at  hand  to  learn  the  decision  of  the  two 
great  powers  on  the  question  of  blockades ;  to  move  to  advantage  at  the 
first  possible  chance  by  investing  our  funds  in  shipments  of  merchandise 
most  in  demand ;  our  house  means  articles  such  as  seem  best  for  a  future 
time,  such  as  woolens  and  blankets,  &c.,  for  it  is  customary  in  autumn  to 
lay  in  every  sort  of  winter  covering  and  a  pair  of  blankets  for  each  negro, 
tlie  wants'of  the  army  having  absorbed  all  that  there  was  of  blankets 
not  only  at  Wilmington  but  nearly  through  the  whole  country.  This 
article  of  blankets  is  most  in  demand.  These  blankets  were  formerly 
known  by  the  designation  of  negro  blankets.  I  fear  lest  the  house  may 
have  used  in  its  letter  the  new  appellation  of  soldiers'  clothing;  if  such 
be  the  case  that  is  the  sole  and  only  charge  that  can  be  made  against 
me.  To  these  x)apers  must  be  added  some  letters  from  individuals  giv- 
ing good  accounts  to  their  families  and  to  their  friends  at  the  North — 
letters  which  I  was  to  mail  at  Halifax;  two  or  three  loose  sheets  with 
memoranda  of  merchandise  suitable  for  tlie  market  and  commissions  to 
be  executed  for  friends ;  and  finally  one  pointing  out  what  should  be  done 
to  announce  to  me  whether  or  no  the  port  was  blockaded. 

Such,  M.  Consul,  is  the  exact  character  of  the  papers  found  in  my 
ixissession,  I  set  at  defiance  the  idea  that  the  result  can  make  in 
the  slightest  degree  against  me;  nothing  that  can  justify  my  arbitrary 
detention,  marked  by  every  circumstance  that  could  render  it  more 
disagreeable.  I  have  constantly  demanded  and  persisted  in  demand- 
ing; the  examination  of  these  papers  by  competent  judges,  resigning 
myself  to  all  the  consequences  of  such  examination  if  it  could  inculpate 
me.  1  have  in  vain  demanded  a  mitigation  of  my  detention,  my  provis- 
ional liberation  on  bail ;  everything  has  been  refused  me.  Set  at  liberty 
Saturday,  17th  of  August,  on  ])arole  I  was  again  arrested  on  Monday, 
19th,    At  first  my  detention  was  caused  by  the  need  of  my  evidence  in 


440  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

the  matter  of  the  schooner  Adelso,  but  on  the  17th  of  August  instant  I 
made  before  a  commission  the  only  deposition  I  could  make;  but  now 
an  accusation  of  treason  is  alleged  against  me.  I  am  not  naturalized. 
I  have  never  taken  any  oath.  I  am  not  traveling  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  Staters.  I  am  arbitrarily  arrested  on  an  English  vessel  bound 
to  an  English  province  accidentally  driven  into  Americiin  waters  by 
stress  of  weather  at  sea.  M.  Vice-Consul  of  France,  this  statement 
must  have  given  you  an  idea  of  the  arbitrary  and  unworthy  manner 
in  which  I  have  been  treated. 

I  have  no  need,  M.  Consul,  to  expose  the  consequences  of  these  acts ; 
you  will  readily  infer  them.  In  claiming  your  protection  and  that  of 
our  minister  at  Washington  I  declare  positively  and  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  that  I  have  never  directly  or  indirectly  taken  any  part  in  poli- 
tics or  in  this  actual  war  either  at  the  South  or  at  the  North.  My 
voyage  is  purely  and  entirely  commercial.  My  detention  exposes  my 
house  to  immense  losses  and  deprives  my  numerous  family  of  their 
only  support,  besides  which  the  assertion  of  tlie  national  honor  and 
dignity  give  me  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  measures  you  will  take. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  M.  Consul,  with  respect,  your  very  humble, 
obedient  servant, 

L.  DE  BEBIAK 

P.  S. — Mr,  Lovell,  of  Newport,  informed  me  that  there  was  on  board 
the  Adelso  a  traveler  from  Wilmington,  came  along  shore  to  see  this  voy- 
ager and  seek  to  be  of  use  to  him.  It  is  he  who  informed  our  consul  at 
Providence  of  my  detention.  Eeturning  along  shore  next  day  with  Mr. 
Nottoway  to  give  me  a  mark  of  their  interest  they  were  sent  away,  and 
have  declared  to  me  that  they  were  forbidden  to  communicate  with  me. 
It  is  my  express  desire  that  the  contents  of  this  letter  or  any  part  of  it 
will  not  be  put  in  such  situation  as  to  be  published  in  any  newspaper. 

L,  DE  B. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  23, 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  Neic  York  : 
This  Department  has  been  informed  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  marshal  for 
Khode  Island,  that  he  had  lodged  with  you  the  trunks  of  Louis  de 
Bebian,  who  is  confined  as  a  political  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette.  You 
will  send  to  this  Department  any  letters  or  documents  which  may  have 
been  found  in  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  24,  1801. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  This  Department  telegraphed  to  you*  a  day  or  two  since  to 
send  a  sixitable  person  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  L.  de  Bebian  there  confined  as  a  political  prisoner  is  a  French 
subject  or  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States.  No  intelligence 
on  the  subject  having  since  been  received  from  yout  it  is  apprehended 

*Not  foiiud. 

t  But  see  Kennedy's  telegram  to  Seward,  August  22,  p.  438. 
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that  the  telegram  may  have  miscarried.    As  the  point  referred  to,  how- 
ever, is  of  some  importance  in  the  case  of  that  prisoner  I  will  thank 
you  to  have  it  ascertained  as  soon  as  it  may  be  convenient  after  the 
receipt  of  this,  should  it  not  have  previously  been  attended  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Bastpobt,  August  34, 1861. 
CoLLECTOK  OF  OusTOMS,  Newport,  B.  I. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  the  British  schooner  Adelso,  formerly  the 
A.  L.  Hyde,  of  this  port,  is  now  detained  at  your  port  in  custody  of  U.  S. 
officers  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  blockade.  I  also  am  informed 
that  the  owners  and  parties  interested  in  that  vessel  plead  ignorance 
of  their  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  blockade  or  their  intention 
to  violate  it.  As  a  loyal  citizen  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  Gov- 
ernment through  you  that  this  schooner  Adelso,  nominally  owned  by 
one  Henry  Horton,  of  Saint  John,  New  Brunswick,  is  well  known  in  this 
vicinity  to  be  the  property  of  one  Capt.  John  Kay,  of  Indian  Island, 
a  place  about  two  miles  east  of  our  town. 

Captain  Kay  called  on  me  some  time  last  spring  just  previous  to  his 
chartering  the  Adelso  (to  go  out  South)  and  voluntarily  stated  to  me 
the  business  that  the  vessel  was  to  be  engaged  in ;  that  he  had  been 
offered  some  $300  per  month  for  the  use  of  his  vessel  by  parties  claim- 
ing to  reside  in  Boston;  that  she  was  to  go  to  some  Southern  port  and 
run  the  blockade,  which  it  appears  she  has  done.  1  advised  him  at  the 
time  to  keep  out  of  such  business;  that  he  was  running  a  great  risk 
and  would  lose  his  vessel.  He  said  he  had  been  referred  to  me  to 
ascertain  the  standing  and  responsibility  of  the  parties  who  then 
wished  to  charter  the  Adelso.  I  told  him  that  I  knew  nothing  about 
them,  and  if  he  let  his  vessel  he  had  better  get  an  indemnifying  bond 
for  the  safe  return  of  his  vessel.  She  left  here  shortly  after  in  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Thomas  Kimball,  a  naturalized  American  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  resident  of  this  place,  with  contraband  of  war  for  a 
rebel  port  out  South.  The  captain  and  crew  were  shipped  at  this  port 
with  a  full  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  business  that  they 
were  engaged  in.  The  vessel,  freight  and  her  destination  were  common 
subjects  of  conversation  in  our  streets  at  the  time  she  left  this  bay  last 
spring.  Our  loyal  citizens  were  rejoiced  to  learn  of  her  capture,  and 
trust  that  the  guilty  parties  may  be  held  to  answer  for  furnishing  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

WINSLOW  BATES, 
Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 


New  York,  August  31, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Mr.  Secretary:  Our  father,  M.  Louis  de  Bebian,  having  been 
shut  up  for  a  fortnight  at  Fort  Lafayette  we  requested  our  consul 
through  the  intervention  of  our  minister  to  take  the  necessary  measures 
near  your  Government  to  obtain  his  liberation.  The  absence  of  our 
minister  from  Washington  makes  us  apprehensive  of  very  long  delay  in 
the  decision  of  the  matter.    Under  these  circumstances  we  take  the 
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liberty,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  make  a  direct  a])peal  to  your  kindness,  pray- 
ing you  will  be  so  good  as  to  take  up  the  case  of  our  father  whose 
advanced  age  and  feeble  health  might  suffer  from  too  long  deteution. 
Accept,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  our  respect  and  of  our  deep 
gratitude. 

AUGUSTA  DE  BEBIAN. 

OCTAVIA  DE  BEBIAN. 

LOUISA  DE  BEBIAN. 


Fort  Hamilton,  September  1,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  Gity,  J).  C. 
Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  letter  from  M.  de  Bebian,  prisoner, 
inquiring  about  his  letters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantj 

MARTiN  BUKKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  /September  v,  1861. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Hamilton. 
Sir  :  As  I  am  a  citizen  of  France  and  was  arrested  while  on  my  way 
to  that  country  I  have  addressed  my  couununications  since  I  have  been 
a  prisoner  in  this  place  to  the  consul  of  my  country  at  New  York  and 
to  the  French  minister  at  Washington.  1  have  not  received  replies  to 
any  of  my  letters,  and  this  morning  a  letter  fiom  my  daughter  in  New 
York  who  goes  daily  to  the  consular  office  informs  me  that  the  consul 
tells  her  he  has  not  received  any  letter  from  me.  1  have  been  a  prisoner 
here  for  fourteen  days  and  have  addressed  two  letters  to  Count  Mon- 
tholon,  the  French  consul  in  New  York,  and  my  surprise  consequently 
was  very  great  to  learn  that  they  had  not  been  received  by  him.  In 
addressing  these  letters  I  have  endeavored  to  conform  to  the  written 
instructions  which  have  been  furnished  us  in  regard  to  correspondence 
and  you  will  confer  a  favor  by  letting  me  know  why  my  letters  to  the 
consul  have  not  reached  their  destination  and  what  has  been  done  with 
them;  also  if  those  addressed  to  the  French  legation  at  Washington, 
one  of  which  contained  my  passport,  have  been  forwarded.  In  addition 
to  the  letters  referred  to  above  which  were  in  the  French  language  I 
have  written  two  in  English  which  I  do  not  ask  about  as  there  has  not 
been  time  to  receive  replies  to  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  DE   BEBIAN, 
[Eetired]  Chef  de  Bataillon. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  Please  inform  M.  de  Bebian,  at  Fort  Lafayette,  that  liis 
letters  for  Prince  Napoleon  and  M.  Mercier,  the  French  minister,  have 
been  communicated  to  the  legation  of  France  in  this  city.    *    *    * 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  443 

FoET  Hamilton,  September  11, 1861, 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  thought  it  would  not  be  improper  to  send  you  the  inclosed 
letter  to  me  from  one  of  the  prisoners. 

Very  resoectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

(Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  September  lO,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Bxjrke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Fort  Hamilton. 
Sir:  I  had  a  violent  diarrhoea  in  Martinique  last  May.  I  have  not 
entirely  recovered  from  it,  and  again  I  am  very  suffering  since  two 
days  of  the  same  disease.  I  wish  to  be  permitted  to  go  for  a  few  days 
to  my  family  iu  New  York  to  receive  such  peculiar  care  as  would  check 
the  evil  on  parole,  or  if  preferred  on  bail  or  bond  to  resume  my  prison 
at  the  time  appointed.  I  would  consider  as  a  great  favor  an  early 
answer,  because  it  is  fearful  in  such  case  to  be  locked  up  from  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening  till  6  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
f  remain,  sir,  your  obedient, 

_  L.  DB  BEBIAN. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  13,  1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  Lieutenant-General  Scott  has  referred  to  this  Department 
the  letter  of  M.  L.  de  Bebian  to  you  requesting  leave  to  visit  his  family 
in  New  York  in  consequence  of  feeble  health.  You  may  allow  him 
this  privilege  for  a  fortnight  upon  his  giving  his  word  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  return  to  Fort  Lafayette  when  summoned  by  the  police  at 
his  residence  should  this  be  necessary. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

_         WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

I,  M.  L.  de  Bebian,  do  give  my  word  that  being  allowed  to  visit  New 
York  I  will  return  to  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  on  or  before 
the  30th  day  of  September  instant  or  upon  being  summoned  by  the 
police  at  my  residence  should  this  be  necessary. 

Given  at  Port  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  this  17th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1861. 

L.  DE  BEBIAN. 
Witness : 

J.  S.  BOOTES, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Officer  of  the  Day. 

Fort  Hamilton,  September  24,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  J).  G. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  application  from  the  French  pris- 
oner, M.  L.  de  Bebian  ( whom  you  allowed  a  leave  of  absence  of  two  weeks) 
requesting  an  extension  until  about  the  10th  day  of  October,  1861. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lietitenant- Colonel,   U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosurc] 

No.  71  West  Twenty-third  Street,  New  York, 

September  24, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Colonel:  The  French  minister  on  duty  near  His  Imperial  Highness 
Prince  Napoleon  has  not  yet  been  able  to  return  to  Washington  to 
communicate  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States  about  my 
arrest  and  release.  As  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  no  charge 
can  be  brought  against  me  I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
have  no  objection  to  prolong  my  furlough  for  a  week  after  the  30th 
instant.  I  will  consider  it  a  favor  from  you  to  transmit  my  demand  in 
time  to  the  proper  authorities  so  I  may  be  dispensed  with  resuming 
prison  on  the  30th  instant. 

I  beg  to  subscribe  myself,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

L.  DE  BBBIAN. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  ,25, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  M.  L.  de  Bebian  had  leave  to  stay  at  his  own  house  for  two 
weeks,  and  you  will  please  extend  the  time  three  weeks  longer. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED, 


New  York,  September  27, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Baron  Mercier, 

Minister  of  France,  Washington. 

M.  Minister  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  place  before  you  the  facts  rela- 
tive to  my  arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  I  believe  it  of  advantage  before  all 
to  declare  that  I  have  never  for  a  single  instant  ceased  to  be  a  French 
subject;  that  I  have  remained  out  of  the  pale  of  any  American  natural- 
ization; that  I  have  taken  no  part  in  the  political  questions  of  the 
country  and  it  is  even  with  difficulty  that  I  can  be  considered  as  having 
effectively  a  residence  in  it. 

Connected  in  interest  for  five  years  past  with  the  house  of  O.  G. 
Parsly,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  almost  all  my  time  passes  in  traveling 
abroad  settling  the  accounts  of  the  house,  collecting  its  funds,  watching 
its  markets  and  entering  into  new  business  arrangements.  In  the 
month  of  May  last  I  set  out  on  a  voyage  of  this  kind  among  the  French 
Antilles  and  returned  the  Gth  of  July.  My  partners  and  myself  con- 
cluded that  if  it  was  opportune  I  should  go  to  England  to  liquidate 
some  weighty  affairs  we  had  with  various  houses.  That  being  done  I 
was  according  to  circumstances  to  remain  in  Europe  and  keep  the  funds 
in  hand  or  else  remit  their  equivalents  in  the  shape  of  sundry  merchan- 
dise in  case  the  port  of  Wilmington  should  have  ceased  to  be  closed  to 
commerce.  All  this  would  fall  within  my  habitual  employments  and  in 
the  course  of  our  regular  business.  I  awaited  a  favorable  opportunity 
for  embarking  when  on  the  31st  of  July  the  English  schooner  Adelso, 
Capt.  Thomas  Kimball,  entered  the  port  of  Wilmington  seeking  a  cargo 
of  turpentine  and  other  like  merchandise  destined  for  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia.  This  port  offering  no  chance  for  taking  passage  on  the  line  of 
steamers  to  Liverpool  I  embarked  on  the  Adelso  and  we  went  to  sea  on 
the  Gth  of  August.  I  took  care  to  have  my  passport  taken  out  at  Saint 
Pierre  (Martinique)  viseed  by  the  French  vice-consul  at  Wilmington. 
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On  the  seventh  day  of  our  voyage  the  Adelso  was  struck  by  a  squall 
which  carried  away  some  of  her  canvas  and  the  captain  found  himself 
obliged  to  go  into  Newport,  E.  I.,  in  distress.  He  declared  whence  he 
came  at  the  custom-house  and  was  soon  afterward  boarded  by  a  gang 
of  armed  men  from  the  Federal  cutter  Henrietta  under  the  orders  of 
an  ofBcer  called  Pennington,  who  stated  that  the  schooner  was  seized. 
I  exhibited  my  passport  to  establish  my  nationality  and  my  character 
of  mere  traveler,  entirely  a  stranger  to  the  cargo  of  the  schooner  and 
the  vessel  also.  I  requested  permission  to  continue  my  journey  across 
the  United  States  to  go  and  take  at  the  nearest  port  a  trans-Atlantic 
steamer.  In  place  of  acceding  to  my  request  and  even  Avithout  reply 
I  was  detained  on  board  and  found  myself  a  close  prisoner.  All  com- 
munication from  without  was  interdicted;  I  was  not  even  allowed  to 
make  my  situation  known  to  the  consular  agent  of  France  at  Provi- 
dence. I  passed  five  days  thus  confined  with  eight  sailors  in  a  small 
cabin  where  three  persons  would  have  difficulty  in  putting  themselves 
at  ease.  My  trunk  having  been  put  under  seal  I  found  myself  deprived 
even  of  the  use  of  my  linen. 

On  the  fifth  day  at  evening  (August  17)  the  seals  were  taken  off  and 
the  contents  of  my  trunks  minutely  examined.  After  seizing  upon  all 
the  papers  found  there  the  custom-house  ofdcer  told  me  I  might  land 
at  Newport,  a  prisoner  on  parole. 

The  next  day  but  one  the  same  functionary  intimated  to  me  that  I 
must  consider  myself  as  under  formal  arrest.  The  French  vice-consul  at 
Providence  instructed  by  a  third  party  was  taking  some  steps.  After 
having  referred  me  to  the  district  attorney  he  came  to  Newport 
announcing  to  me  that  the  U.  S.  marshal  was  close  at  hand  for  the 
purpose  of  releasing  me.  This  functionary  in  fact  soon  presented  him- 
self but  in  place  of  setting  me  at  liberty  he  rested  content  with  deliv- 
ering a  dispatch  to  the  collector.  This  person  looked  at  it  and  left  the 
ofi&ce  in  which  we  were  with  him.  After  an  absence  of  half  an  hour 
he  reappeared  and  the  vice-consul  asked  for  my  release.  He  was 
answered  that  precise  orders  from  the  Government  enjoined  him  to 
detain  me.  The  vice-consul  requested  that  I  should  at  least  be  allowed 
to  remain  at  Newport  for  further  light  on  the  matter,  binding  himself 
on  his  personal  and  official  responsibility  to  produce  me  when  required. 
This  request  was  refiised.  He  was  not  more  fortunate  when  he  wished 
to  know  what  charges  were  specifically  made  against  me  and  to  obtain 
my  passport  to  annex  to  the  report  he  desired  to  address  to  the  lega- 
tion. Thus  repulsed  in  every  attempt  to  protect  me  the  vice-consul 
was  obliged  to  retire.  A  few  moments  after  his  departure  the  U.  S. 
marshal  came  to  notify  me  of  a  deposition  under  oath  signed  by  a  per- 
son quite  unknown  and  who  certainly  knew  no  more  of  me.  The 
deponent  declared  "to  his  best  knowledge  and  belief"  that  I  had  given 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  and  that  I  was  consequently  guilty  of 
treason.  So  far  as  I  yet  know  this  is  the  only  foundation  on  which 
reliance  is  had  for  depriving  me  of  liberty,  taking  me  from  my  busi- 
ness obstructing  my  voyage  and  sending  me  as  a  malefactor  in  cus- 
tody of  a  police  officer  from  Newport  to  New  York  to  be  shut  up  in 
Fort  Lafayette.  There  I  passed  twenty-seven  days  from  August  20  to 
September  16  shut  up — I  the  eighth — in  an  unwholesome  casemate; 
deprived  of  all  communication  from  without,  unable  even  to  address 
myself  to  the  French  authorities,  my  natural  protectors,  unless  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  commandant  of  the  fort;  constrained  to  live  at  my  own 
cost  by  reason  of  the  detestable  food  given  to  me ;  restrained  from  taking 
more  than  two  hours'  exercise  daily,  and  to  rest  shut  up  in  a  suffocating 
atmosphere  from  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  till  6  in  the  morning  with- 
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out  the  privilege  of  going  out  of  the  casemate  for  any  cause  whatever. 
The  consequence  has  been  such  serious  alteration  in  my  health  that 
for  that  reason  I  was  compelled  to  ask  my  conditional  release  on  parole, 
which  was  granted  on  the  16th  instant  under  obligation  again  to  con- 
stitute myself  a  prisoner  ou  the  30th  instant. 

Under  these  circumstances,  M.  Minister,  1  place  myself  under  your 
excellency's  protection  as  a  Frencih  subject  imprisoned  without  cause, 
without  examination,  without  having  had  even  the  privilege  of  show- 
ing my  real  position  to  the  authorities  that  have  treated  me  thus  arbi- 
trarily. The  journals  have  spoken  of  heavy  sums  and  of  papers 
compromising  me  found  among  my  luggage;  that  is  all  false.  The 
amounts  I  had  at  the  time  of  my  arrest  were  made  up  of  about  $250  in 
gold  and  a  bill  of  exchange  for  5,700  francs.  These  sums  seized  at  that 
time  have  since  then  been  restored,  but  not  so  with  my  other  papers 
which  consisted  of  four  letters  addressed  to  different  correspondents  of 
the  house  of  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.  and  solely  devoted  to  the  details  and 
settlement  of  accounts.  A  note*  annexed  contains  some  instructions 
about  the  shipments  of  merchandise  I  was  to  make  in  case  the  block- 
ade should  have  ceased  to  trammel  commerce.  Not  a  single  line  could 
be  interpreted  as  implying  any  political  mission. 

I  should  add  one  particular  which  is  not  without  importance :  it  is 
that  the  schooner  Adelso  on  which  I  had  taken  passage  was  chartered 
by  a  Boston  house  so  that  the  only  real  offense  that  there  can  be  found 
here — the  violation  of  the  blockade — recoils  upon  a  Northern  mer- 
chant. I  hope  your  excellency  will  take  my  condition  into  your  serious 
consideration,  and  begging  you  to  excuse  the  length  of  this  statement, 
I  pray  you  to  believe  me. 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

_  L.  DE  BEBIAN. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Mr.  Henry  Mercier,  &c. 

Sir:  Upon  further  consideration  of  the  case  of  M.  L.  de  Bebian, 
recently  detained  at  Fort  Lafayette,  it  has  been  determined  to  dis- 
charge him  from  further  custody.  An  order  to  that  effect  has  gone  by 
telegraph  to  the  proper  authorities  at  New  York. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  sir,  to  offer  to  yon  a  renewed  assur- 
ance of  my  very  high  consideration. 

_         WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4,  1861. 
WiNCATE  Hayes, 

TJ,  S.  District  Attorney,  Providence,  B.  I. : 
Have  you  or  Sanford  any  papers  or  letters  found  upon  De  Bebian  ? 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

(Same  to  Robert  Murray,  U.  S.  marshal,  New  York.) 

New  York,  October  4, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward  : 

1  have  no  papers  taken  from  De  Bebian.     Send  me  printed  oaths  of 
allegiance  by  mail. 

R.  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

*  Not  found. 
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Providence,  E.  I.,  October  4, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward  : 

Neither  Marshal  Sauford  nor  myself  have  any  papers  belonging  to 
De  Bebian.    J  liave  never  had  any  knowledge  of  the  case. 

WINGATE  HAYES, 
U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Bitrke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.: 

L.de  Bebian,  late  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  maybe  finally  dis- 
charged from  custody. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Hamilton,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  this  date  has  this  moment  arrived.  M.  de 
Bebian  has  been  absent  some  days  on  leave.  According  to  your 
instructions  his  name  will  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  prisoners  at 
Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  5, 1861. 
S.  W.  Macy,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Customs,  Newport,  B.  I.: 

H.ave  you  the  letters  found  upon  the  person  of  the  Frenchman  De 
Bebian,  referred  to  in  your  dispatch  of  August  17  to  the  Secretarry  of 
the  Navy?     If  so  please  send  them  to  this  Department  immediately. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEl). 


Newport,  E.  I.,  October  7, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

Telegraph  received;   all  papers  found  on  L.  de  Bebian  were  sent 
August  19.     No  mail  till  evening;  will  then  write  you. 

S.  W.  MACY, 

Collector. 


District  and  Port  of  Newport,  11. 1., 

Collector's  Office,  October  7,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Your  telegraph  dispatch  of  the  5th  was  received  too  late  to 
answer  on  that  day.  Herewith  I  forward  you  a  list*  of  all  the  papers 
which  were  forwarded  you  on  the  19th  of  August,  the  receipt  of  which 
yon  acknowledged  by  telegraph  August  21.  The  package  sent  at  that 
time  contained  all  the  papers  found  upon  L.  de  Bebian  the  French  pas- 
senger on  board  schooner  Adelso.  The  letter  referred  to  in  my  dispatch 
of  August  17  was  the  one  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.  from  O.  G.  Parsly 

'  List  omitted. 
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&  Co.,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  was  forwarded  tlie  19th  day  of  August 
with  tlie  other  papers.  By  reference  to  my  letter  of  August  19  I  tind 
they  were  forwarded  under  two  inclosures  and  think  they  may  have 
been  mislaid  at  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  MACY, 

Collector. 


Department  of  Statb,  Washington,  October  9, 1861. 
S.  W.  Macy,  Esq.,  Collector,  die,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  7th  instant  with  its  inclosure  relative  to 
De  Bebian  papers  has  been  duly  received. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


No.  828  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  October  22, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  While  in  Wilmington,  N.  C,  a  year  ago  I  was  introduced  to  a 
Fi'enchman  called  De  Bebian.  M.  de  Bebian  supported  himself  by 
teaching  the  French  language  and  was  in  rather  straitened  circum- 
stances. As  I  some  time  ago  observed  in  the  public  papers  an  account 
of  the  arrest  of  a  man  of  this  name  who  represented  himself  as  a  mer- 
chant, and  who  if  I  remember  aright  was  about  to  sail  for  Europe  with 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  his  possession  I  thought  it  might  be 
the  teacher  and  that  the  little  item  of  information  now  furnished  might 
be  useful. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

GEO.  MILLIKEN. 


Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  January  19,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir:  Your  Department  is  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  affair  of 
M.  L.  de  Bebian,  imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette  in  the  month  of  August 
last — and  whom  at  my  instance  you  were  so  good  as  to  order  to  be  set 
at  liberty  after  six  weeks'  detention,  however — and  the  seizure  of  his 
papers.  M.  de  Bebian  on  his  arrival  at  Paris  presented  to  the 
Imperial  Government  a  claim  based  on  the  two  points  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  indicate  to  you  here  and  I  have  received  orders  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  claim  of  this 
Frenchman. 

Without  wishing  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  circumstances 
which  appeared  to  justify  in  the  eyes  of  the  Federal  Government  the 
arrest  of  M.  de  Bebian  I  ought  none  the  less  to  state  that  the  English 
schooner  Adelso  on  which  he  was  captured  with  his  property  and 
papers  entered  the  port  of  Wilmington  and  left  it  without  difficulty, 
that  port  not  being  at  that  time  blockaded,  and  that  she  went  into 
Newport  under  stress;  that  if  these  acts  perfectly  lawful  nevertheless 
gave  the  Government  room  to  suspect  that  there  were  on  board  this 
vessel  some  passengers  in  contravention  of  law  those  passengers  ought 
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at  any  rate  to  have  been  subjected  to  a  prompt  investigation,  the  con 
so(nieiices  of  -which  if  their  innocence  were  estsiblishecl  ought  necessa- 
rily to  fall  upon  the  Government. 

The  Sieur  de  Bebian  was  engaged  on  a  voyage  of  business;  was 
deprived  of  his  freedom  for  the  space  of  Ave  weeks;  the  papers  of 
which  he  was  the  bearer  and  which  were  indispensable  to  him  for  pro- 
curing the  resources  which  he  needed  and  for  his  business  enterprise 
not  having  been  returned  to  him  he  finds  that  he  has  suffered  consid- 
erable damages,  and  you  will  no  doubt  deem  it  proper  that  he  should 
be  indemnified.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  this  indemnity  should  be 
fixed  upon  I  will  request  you,  sir,  to  be  so  good  as  to  let  me  know  what 
shall  appear  to  you  to  offer  the  best  guaranty  of  perfect  equity. 

I  embrace  this  occasion,  sir,  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
high  consideration. 

HBNEI  MBRCIEE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  23,  1862. 
M.  Henei  Merciee,  &c. 

Sir:  Your  note  of  the  19th  of  January  relating  to  a  claim  of  Louis 
de  Bebian  for  damages  for  his  detention  under  suspicion  of  designs 
hostile  to  the  United  States  has  been  received.  I  lose  no  time  in 
informing  you  that  an  investigation  of  the  subject  has  been  directed 
to  be  made,  aud  I  shall  communicate  to  you  the  result  as  soou  as  shall 
be  practicable. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  February  ll,  18G2. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Having  heard  of  the  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  M.  L.  de 
Bebian,  merchant  of  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  from  on  board  of  a  vessel 
bound  to  some  neutral  port  1  would  inform  the  Department  that  as 
has  been  stated  M.  de  Bebian  is  a  French  subject  only  according  to 
French  jurisprudence  which  recognizes  no  alienation  of  native-born 
citizens  even  if  such  persons  shall  be  naturalized  citizens  of  another 
nation  and  therefore  under  their  special  protecti(m.  As  to  whether 
M.  de  Bebian  is  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  I  am  unable 
to  state,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  he  is.  He  was  born  in  the 
Island  of  Guadeloupe,  and  has  resided  in  Wilmingtou  for  ten  or  twelve 
years,  and  is  connected  with  parties  in  the  shipment  of  lumber,  naval 
stores,  &c.,  to  French  ports. 

My  acquaintance  with  him  was  formed  while  I  had  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent this  Government  at  the  Island  of  Guadeloupe  at  the  several 
times  he  visited  that  port  on  business. 

M.  de  Bebian  having  made  certain  demands  against  this  Govern- 
ment for  his  losses  and  imprisonment  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform 
the  Departmentof  my  knowledge  and  opinions  concerning  him,  formed 
while  in  conversation  at  the  time  he  was  last  in  this  city.  1  consider 
him  iiart  owner  or  interested  in  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  on  board  of 
which  he  was  taken.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  delivered  a  large 
cargo  of  lumber  at  Martinique  as  late  as  May  last;  that  at  this  time 
he  has  two  or  three  contracts  for  cargoes  of  lumber  to  be  delivered  as 
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early  as  possible,  and  that  he  will  evade  the  blockade  if  possible;  also 
that  he  has  been  in  the  West  Indies  within  the  last  six  months  for  the 
purpose  of  shipping  cargoes  of  salt  and  molasses  to  Southern  ports. 

I  feel  assured  that  he  has  no  idea  of  leaving  Wilmington ;  that  he 
regards  the  United  States  as  his  country  of  adoption  only  on  i)ecuniary 
motives,  and  vrill  take  every  advantage  to  that  end.  He  said  to  me 
that  he  owed  no  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government,  to  any  State 
or  to  the  Confederate  States,  but  in  this  connection  I  will  state  that  1 
have  no  knowledge  of  his  having  been  the  bearer  of  dispatches  or  car- 
ried any  information  to  the  States  in  rebellion.  He  informed  me  that 
during  his  stay  in  France  he  had  conversed  with  persons  high  in  author- 
ity, and  had  drawn  the  inference  that  any  interference  the  South  might 
have  expected  from  the  French  nation  was  hopeless.  All  my  conversa- 
tions with  him  were  carried  on  in  French  and  therefore  not  subject  to 
the  ear  of  bystanders. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  KIMBALL, 
Late  U.  8.  Consul  at  Guadeloupe. 

Deposition  of  Seth  W.  Macy,  esq.,  collector  of  the  ]iort  of  Ifewport, 
R.  I.,  who  being  duly  sworn  says: 

Am  acquainted  with  M.  Louis  de  Bebian,  and  first  became  acquainted 
with  him  on  the  IGth  of  August,  1861,  he  being  a  passenger  on  board 
schooner  Adelso,  seized  in  Newport,  E.  I.,  for  running  blockade  from 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  Had  conversation  with  him  on  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing days  until  he  was  taken  in  custody  of  the  U.  S.  marshal  and 
conveyed  to  New  York.  He  stated  that  he  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth, 
but  had  been  a  resident  of  Wilmington  tor  a  number  of  years;  that 
he  had  a  wife  at  that  place,  and  that  Wilmington  was  his  home. 
He  stated  to  me  that  his  reasons  for  leaving  Wilmington  were  on 
account  of  the  troubled  state  of  the  nation,  and  was  going  to  Europe 
to  remain  until  the  troubles  were  over.  He  stated  also  that  he  was  ir. 
reduced  circumstances,  and  he  could  not  see  why  he  was  held  as  a  jjris- 
oner  on  board  of  the  vessel  because  he  was  in  no  business  and  had  no 
reason  to  fear.  To  my  surprise  on  going  on  board  the  vessel  to  liberate 
him  I  found  papers  and  letters  in  his  possession  connecting  him  with 
business  transactions  for  purchasing  a  return  cargo  to  Wilmington,  to 
be  composed  of  army  supplies,  judiciously  made  out  for  that  purpose; 
and  also  to  substantiate  his  complicity  for  a  return  cargo  I  found  a 
complete  set  of  signals  by  which  they  might  communicate  or  converse 
with  parties  on  shore  in  relation  to  the  proper  time  to  run  the  blockade 
as  well  as  of  conversing  with  each  other  in  person,  and  from  every  fact 
and  circumstance  connected  with  him  there  was  no  doubt  he  meant  to 
give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels  by  importations.  When  I  had  the 
first  conversation  with  him  M.  de  Bebian  was  very  pleasant  and  cour- 
teous in  his  conduct  and  convers?tion  and  highly  praised  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States,  but  afterward  when  he  was 
taken  in  custody  by  the  marshal  of  this  district  his  language  and 
conduct  entirely  changed,  and  he  commenced  abusing  both  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  United  States  and  myself  and  other  official 
persons  who  were  present  at  the  time.  He  also  stated  that  he  should 
go  to  England  and  blow  the  United  States  Government  to  hell,  and 
then  he  would  go  to  France  and  return  with  fifty  ships  of  war  and  have 
full  redress,  and  other  conversations  to  the  same  effect. 

S.  W.  MACY, 

Collector. 
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I,  William  E.  Dennis,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Newport,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  the  foregoing  deposition  of  Seth  W.  Macy  was  read  in  my 
presence,  and  that  all  parts  thereof  (excepting  the  conversation  between 
M.  de  Bebian  and  the  U.  S.  marshal  and  other  officers)  are  true  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The  conversation  was  not  had  in  my 
presence. 

WM.  E.  DENNIS, 
Her  Britannic  Majenty^s  Vice- Consul  for  Newport,  K.  I. 

Newport,  February  20, 1862. 
Khode  Island  District,  Newport,  ss  ; 

Then  ]>ersonally  appeared  the  foregoing  Seth  W.  Macy  and  William 
E.  Dennis  and  severally  made  oath  in  due  form  of  law  to  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing  statements  by  them  subscribed. 

WM.  GILPIN, 
Notary  Public  and  TJ.  S.  Commissioner  Rhode  Island  District. 


U.  S.  Consulate,  Nantes,  February  26, 1862. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  Acting  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  see  from  a  paragraph  in  the  New  York  Weekly  Herald  of 
February  12, 1862,  that  M.  L.  de  Bebian,  of  the  Arm  of  O.  G.  Parsly 
(S:  Co.,  lumber  and  commission  merchants  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  claims 
damages  from  Congress  for  losses  and  is  likely  to  get  them.  This 
gentleman  was  with  me  on  the  City  of  New  York  which  left  New  York 
for  Liverpool  November  16,  1861.  The  first  day  out  he  told  me  his 
story.  Said  he  had  been  taken  prisoner  on  a  vessel  bound  to  Hali- 
fax by  Mr.  Bennett's  cutter.  Was  sent  to  Port  Warren,  thence  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  French  minister  he  got 
no  hearing  until  after  four  weeks  when  his  release  came  through  the 
direct  intervention  of  the  French  Government.  His  firm  had  made  a 
first  venture  in  cotton  consigned  to  Brown  Bros.,  in  England.  Fears 
as  to  the  honesty  of  the  consignees  induced  them  to  send  De  Bebian  to 
Euroi)e.  He  was  greatly  offended  with  what  seemed  to  him  the  injus- 
tice of  his  treatment  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  some  Insolent  English- 
men, one  of  whom  especially  urged  him  to  expose  in  the  French  press 
the  villainies  and  tyrannies  of  the  Lincoln  Government  immediately  on 
his  arrival  in  France,  which  I  think  he  promised  to  do.  Almost  with- 
out exception  the  Englishmen  on  the  shij)  were  loud  in  unjust  denunci- 
ations of  the  North  and  fellowship  with  the  South. 

I  thought  It  my  duty  to  thwart  the  intentions  of  this  English  clique 
and  therefore  before  reaching  Liverpool  gained  the  confidence  of  M.  de 
Bebian.  I  found  he  was  an  old  soldier  of  the  First  Napoleon,  whose 
name  he  revered,  and  had  been  at  Waterloo.  By  waking  memories 
of  English  injustice  to  the  Emperor,  the  Waterloo  defeat  and  Saint 
Helena  his  latent  hate  of  England  and  Englishmen  was  aroused  and 
lie  promised  me  not  to  take  their  advice,  but  to  go  quietly  about  his 
business  in  France.  He  said  he  should  seek  redress  in  a  legal  way. 
I  could  make  no  objections  to  that.  He  assured  me  he  had  been  offered 
rank  in  the  rebel  army,  but  declined  saying  he  would  not  fight  the 
country  which  had  treated  him  so  well,  "  But,"  said  he  to  me,  "  sir,  if 
the  occasion  comes  when  I  can  fight  with  America  against  England 
although  I  am  no  longer  young  and  have  a  young  wife  and  family  I 
would  gladly  fight  in  such  a  cause."  As  an  illustration  of  how  deeply 
rooted  is  this  national  antipathy  he  one  day  said,  "  If  I  could  put  the 
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English  nation  in  this  ship  and  could  reach  the  magazine  I  would  blow 
her  up  and  gladly  perish  with  the  hated  race."  Among  the  papers 
found  with  him  was  one  containing  the  phrase,  "  Old  Abe  has  not 
subdued  us  yet  and  I  don't  believe  he  will  very  soon." 

He  also  assured  me  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  secession  move- 
ment a  large  meeting  was  held  in  Wilmington  favoring  separation.  A 
few  days  after  the  senior  member  of  his  firm  called  a  meeting  for  the 
Union,  Notice  was  given  and  the  American  flag  hung  out.  With  the 
hour  appointed  came  only  twenty-five  people.  The  old  man  attempted 
to  speak,  received  some  hisses  and  broke  down  in  the  efiort.  The 
younger  member  of  the  firm  tried  and  met  with  equally  bad  success. 
The  old  man  went  home  and  wept  over  the  ruiu  of  the  Union,  "  Now," 
said  M,  de  Bebian,  "the  junior  of  the  firm  is  a  major  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  the  son  of  the  senior  partner  is  a  captain  and  the  father  is  with 
the  son," 

I  give  you  these  details  in  order  that  you  may  judge  whether  if  M.  de 
Bebian  is  reimbursed  by  Government  for  any  losses  sustained  the  other 
members  of  the  firm  ought  to  share  his  benefits  after  having  under  any 
circumstances  so  far  forgotten  their  allegiance  while  so  many  thousand 
loyal  men  are  lavishing  treasure  and  life  for  the  dear  old  honored  flag. 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  this  letter  should  seem  unnecessary,  but  I 
write  it  because  it  was  my  fortune  to  meet  with  and  know  somewhat  of 
this  man  and  I  suppose  I  have  no  right  to  infer  that  you  are  familiar 
with  all  facts,  I  mentioned  M,  de  Bebian's  name  to  Mr,  Dayton  when 
I  passed  through  Paris  coming  here. 

With  assurances  of  respect,  I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DE  LA  MONTAGNIE, 

TJ,  S.  Consul 


Before  me,  John  S.  Hollingshead,  notary  public  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D,  C,,  personally  appeared  Charles  W,  Kimball,  of  Boston, 
under  oath  deposed  and  said  that  he  was  and  had  for  a  long  period 
been  acquainted  with  M.  Louis  de  Bebian,  native  of  the  Island  of 
Guadeloupe,  West  Indies,  and  at  present  resident  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C. ;  that  at  the  time  of  said  De  Bebian's  visit  to  this  city  in  the  month 
of  January  last  past  I  had  at  several  times  long  conversations  with 
him  concerning  his  departure  from  Wilmington,  his  confinement  at 
Fort  Lafayette  and  his  visit  to  Europe  in  which  he  expressed  to  me 
freely  his  motives  in  leaving  Wilmington  which  were  pecuniary,  and 
also  his  designs;  that  he  being  a  Frenchman  should  not  take  active 
part  in  the  war;  that  he  took  passage  in  the  schooner  Adelso  to  go  to 
Halifax  and  thence  to  Euroi)e  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  blankets, 
shoes  and  articles  most  in  demand  for  warlike  purposes,  and  which  he 
thought  would  pay  large  profits  as  they  were  much  needed  at  the  South. 
That  he  had  letters  of  credit  to  a  large  amount  belonging  to  parties 
residing  South.  That  he  had  carried  a  large  cargo  of  hard  pine  lum- 
ber to  the  West  Indies  during  the  summer  of  18G1,  and  returned  to 
Wilmington  with  several  contracts  for  lumber  which  he  should  ship  as 
soon  as  lie  had  a  good  chance.  That  his  capture  and  confinement  had 
caused  him  severe  losses, 

CHAELES  W.  KIMBALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  March,  1862 

JORli  S.  HOLLINGSHEAD, 

Notary  Public. 
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Legation  of  France  to  the  United  States, 

Washington,  March  11, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  what  was  agreed  upon  between  us  at  our 
last  conversation  on  the  affair  of  M .  de  Bebian  I  have  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  you  six  numbered  papers,  which  have  been  addressed  to 

nie  by  this  Frenchmau  as  well  as  the  letter ,*  begging  you  will 

))]ease  return  them  to  lue  after  you  shall  have  so  used  them  as  you  shall 
deem  proper. 

I  seize  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high 
consideration. 

HENRI  MEKCIEK. 


Department  of  State   Washington,  March  14, 1862. 
M.  Henri  Mercier,  &c. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  11th  instant  with  the  six  papers  and  the  letter  therein  referred  to  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  M.  de  Bebian  which  accompanied  it. 
Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  25, 1862. 
M.  Henri  Mercier,  «&c. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  explained  to  you  that  the  accidental  displace- 
ment of  certain  documents  rendered  it  necessary  to  defer  my  reply  to 
your  note  of  the  19th  of  January  last  concerning  the  case  of  Louis  de 
Bebian. 

You  are  but  too  well  aware,  sir,  that  a  party  of  seditious  persons 
early  in  the  last  year  organized  an  insurrection  and  attem])ted  by  civil 
war  to  set  up  a  revolutionary  government  under  the  name  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America  upon  the  ruins  of  the  constitutional  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America.  You  are  also  well  aware  that  as 
early  as  last  April  this  revolutionary  movement  was  accepted  by  the 
political  body  of  North  Carolina  with  all  its  authorities  and  that  the 
city  of  Wilmington  went  under  the  sway  of  that  pretended  government. 

You  hardly  need  to  be  reminded  that  as  early  as  the  month  of  March 
last  the  insurgents  laid  siege  around  this  capital  which  siege  has  only 
been  fully  raised  within  the  past  month ;  nor  are  you  a  stranger  to  the 
fact  that  agents  of  the  revolutionary  authorities  have  for  more  than  a 
year  been  engaged  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States  endeavoring 
to  extend  the  insurrection  while  others  being  political  agents  were 
abroad,  some  seeking  direct  intervention  by  the  European  states  to 
subvert  the  American  Union,  and  still  others  who  were  commercial 
agents  were  engaged  in  those  states  in  obtaining  ships,  ordnance, 
ammunition,  military  stores  and  supplies  for  the  revolutionary  army, 

I  beg  also  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  fact  that  so  early  as  the 
27th  of  April  the  President  upon  the  grounds  of  that  insurrection  pro- 
claimed and  set  on  foot  a  blockade  of  all  the  ports  in  the  then  insurrec- 
tionary district  including  the  port  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  and  that  tliis  blockade  was  actually  established  at  that  port 
on  the  2J:th  day  of  July  last. 

*Not  fouiid. 
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You  are  also  aware  that  on  the  breaking  out  of  this  attempted  revo- 
lution the  President  of  the  United  States  having  issued  his  proclamation 
declaring  the  existence  of  the  insurrection  assumed  the  extraordinary 
powers  vested  in  him  by  the  Constitution  for  such  emergencies  and 
proceeded  to  suppress  it  by  prohibiting  commercial  intercourse  and 
treasonable  correspondence  between  the  then  insurrectionary  portion  of 
the  country  and  the  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  arresting  and 
detaining  temporarily  when  necessary  Avithout  judicial  process  parties 
who  were  found  or  suspected  on  probable  grounds  to  be  engaged  in  con- 
traband trade  or  treasonable  combination  and  conspiracies  against  the 
Government. 

On  the  17th  of  August,  1861,  .the  United  States  collector  for  the  port 
of  New^iort,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  by  telegraph  informed  this 
Government  that  he  had  found  in  the  possession  of  a  French  passenger 
letters  from  ().  G.  Parsly  &  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  to  Brown, 
Shipley  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  directing  this  passenger  to  iiurchase  5,000 

to  10,000  army  blankets,  1,000  bags  of  cofiee  and tons  of  iron  of 

various  sizes,  the  whole  amounting  to  $40,000  in  value  and  to  be  shipped 
in  a  French  or  British  vessel  with  signals  how  to  avoid  the  blockade  at 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  on  arrival,  and  upon  tliis  information  the  collector 
inquired  whether  he  should  detain  the  jjassenger.  A  second  dispatch 
informed  the  Government  that  the  passenger  thus  described  was  L.  de 
Bebian,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Upon  this  information  directions  were 
given  by  the  Government  that  De  Bebian  should  be  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  for  safe-keeping  and  that  the  ijapers  found  in  his  possession 
should  be  sent  to  the  State  Department. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  case  it  was  found  that  De  Bebian  was  a 
native  of  the  Island  of  Guadeloupe  and  that  he  had  been  residing 
within  the  United  States  and  domiciled  several  years  at  Wilmington 
apparently  without  any  intention  of  ever  removing  from  that  place. 
He  was  a  teacher  of  the  French  language,  without  capital  or  credit,  and 
was  taken  into  some  kind  of  partnership  or  agency  by  the  mercantile 
firm  of  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.  established  in  that  city.  The  political 
character  of  this  firm  was  revealed  by  a  letter  signed  by  them  and 
addressed  to  Messrs.  J.  C.  Burnham  &  Co.,  Havana.  This  letter  bore 
the  treasonable  date  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  C.  S.  A.,  and  closed  with 
the  words:  "  As  soon  as  we  whip  out  our  Yankee  enemies  which  will 
not  we  think  be  long  we  shall  again  we  hope  have  the  pleasure  of 
your  correspondence."  Another  letter  of  the  5th  of  August  addressed 
by  the  same  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.  to  Barron  C.  Watson,  Liverpool,  closed 
with  the  words :  "  Old  Abe  has  not  whipped  us  yet  and  we  liardly  think 
he  will."  The  fact  that  De  Bebian  was  thus  found  in  the  act  of  carrying 
treasonable  correspondence  tending  to  endanger  the  public  safety  at  a 
critical  period  justified  the  Government  in  detaining  him  until  that 
period  shall  have  passed  by. 

Subsequent  inquiries  resulted  in  the  facts  described  by  De  Bebian 
himself,  that  the  junior  partner  of  the  firm  of  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.  was 
a  major  in  the  insurrectionary  service  and  that  a  son  of  the  senior 
partner  was  a  captain  in  the  same  service  and  that  the  father  was  with 
tne  son.  Such  being  the  political  relations  of  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.  in 
whose  service  or  connection  De  Bebian  was  attention  was  next  directed 
to  the  nature  of  the  business  which  he  was  transacting  for  them.  This 
was  learned  in  part  from  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest  and  in  part 
from  the  letters  and  instructions  he  carried.  He  was  found  on  board 
the  schooner  Adelso,  a  vessel  of  ninety  eight  tons,  which  had  been 
built  at  Eastport,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  was  tlien  owned  by  John 
Kay  of  that  place  and  was  called  the  O.  L.  Hyde.    Kay  as  is  under- 
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stood  nominally  transferred  the  vessel  to  a  brother-in-law  named 
Hairy  Horton  who  changed  her  name  to  the  Adelso,  and  she  was  then 
dis])atched  from  a  British  province  to  Wilmington  under  the  command 
of  Thomas  Kimball  as  master,  who  claimed  to  be  a  British  subject, 
although  he  had  been  naturalized  as  an  American  citizen.  The  vessel 
entered  Wilmington  by  running  the  blockade,  and  she  left  it  in  the 
same  way  on  the  6th  of  August  freighted  with  resin  and  turpentine 
bound  for  Halifax. 

The  letters  and  papers  which  he  was  conveying  were  found  hidden 
among  his  clothing,  and  these  papers  showed  that  he  was  to  purchase 
for  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.,  at  Liverpool,  an  assorted  cargo  and  return 
therewith  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Among  the  papers  thus  found  were 
instructions  from  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Go,  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.,  Liver- 
pool, giving  the  invoices  for  purchases,  namely,  5,000  to  10,000  army 

blankets,  1,000  bags  of  coffee, tons  of  iron,  round  and  ilat 

(notoriously  needed  for  military  purposes).  The  whole  sum  to  be  thus 
expended  was  $J:0,000.  The  goods  were  to  be  shipped  in  a  French  or 
a  British  vessel.  With  these  instructions  were  directions  how  to  give 
notice  by  concerted  signals  of  his  return  and  arrival  oft"  the  coast  and 
to  receive  in  the  same  way  warning  of  the  presence  and  movement  of 
tlie  blockading  forces. 

The  two  letters  of  O.  G.  Parsly  &  Co.,  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, directed  the  foreign  mercantile  correspondents  to  whom  they 
were  addressed  to  pay  over  to  Brown,  Shipley  &  Co.  certain  assets 
belonging  to  the  former  firm,  and  the  last  letter  asked  aid  to  M.  de 
Bebian  in  the  business  with  which  he  was  charged.  Brown,  Shipley 
&  Co.  are  well-known  commercial  and  political  agents  of  the  insurgents 
and  actually  engaged  in  fitting  out  vessels  for  them  iu  violation  of  the 
blockade  and  with  contraband  of  war. 

Besides  the  papers  mentioned  others  full  of  disloyal  and  treasonable 
matter  written  by  persons  who  confessed  they  were  engaged  in  treason- 
able occuijation  were  found  in  possession  of  l)e  Bebian.  Gne  of  these 
letters  condemned  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States  and  avowed 
the  o])iniou  that  it  must  pretty  soon  acknowledge  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances  this  Government  considered  that  it 
would  be  incompatible  with  the  public  safety  to  permit  Louis  de  Bebian 
to  proceed  at  that  moment  with  his  $40,000  to  Europe  and  he  was 
retained  under  military  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  merely  as  a  measure 
of  precaution.  As  soon  as  it  was  supposed  that  his  health  might  suffer 
by  reason  of  close  confinement  he  was  enlarged,  but  held  under  surveil- 
lance and  shortly  thereafter  when  it  was  supposed  that  the  treasonable 
purposes  in  which  he  was  believed  to  be  engaged  were  practically 
defeated  this  surveillance  was  removed  and  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  go 
to  France.  After  remaining  there  until  he  grew  weary  of  exile  in  his 
native  country  this  Government  at  your  request  made  in  his  behalf 
permitted  him  to  return  to  his  disloyal  associations  at  Wilmington,  in 
North  Carolina. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  De  Bebian  is  not  regarded  by  us  as  having 
been  an  innocent  passenger  on  board  the  Adelso  nor  is  the  Adelso 
regarded  as  having  been  a  neutral  vessel.  Moreover  the  examination 
in  his  case  was  made  with  all  the  promptness  that  was  possible  and  his 
discharge  from  confinement  was  granted  as  soon  as  a  prudent  regard 
for  the  public  safety  then  deeply  imperiled  would  permit. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance 
nf  niv  hio-li  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk^  Va.,  February  2,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir: 

P.  S. — Monday,  3d  of  February. — Last  evening  General  Wool  sent 
up  by  a  flag  of  truce  M.  de  Bebian,  a  subject  of  France  living  in  Wil- 
mington, N.  (J ,  and  Mrs.  Kerr,  of  Savannah.  M.  de  B.  informs  me 
the  commissioners  arrived  at  Fort  Monroe  yesterday. 

B.  H[UGER]. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Norfolk, 

Norfolk,  Va.,  February  3, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P,  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  liave  had  an  interview  with  M,  de  Bebian,  the  gentleman 
mentioned  in  my  postscript  to  letter  of  yesterday.  He  was  arrested  by 
the  Lincoln  Government  last  summer  while  on  his  way  to  Europe  and 
contined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  He  was  released  at  the  instance  of  the 
French  minister,  but  his  papers  were  retained  and  he  was  refused  per- 
mission to  return  to  Wilmington,  N.  C.  He  asked  for  and  obtained  a 
passport  to  go  to  Europe,  and  Mr.  Seward  indorsed  on  it  "  It  is  uuder- 
st<jod  M.  de  B.  is  not  to  enter  into  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States." 
On  his  arrival  at  Paris  he  had  an  interview  with  the  Emperor  who  on 
seeing  this  indorsement  said  he  should  be  allowed  to  return  to  his  place 
of  business,  and  directed  him  to  call  next  day  on  the  minister  of  foreign 
afi'airs.  who  would  give  him  tlie  necessary  papers.  He  called  accord- 
ingly and  was  furnished  with  letters  to  the  French  minister  at  Wash- 
ington. On  his  arrival  in  Washington  he  called  on  Mr.  Seward  and 
asked  for  a  permit  to  come  to  Wilmington,  which  was  refused.  Next 
day  the  French  minister  called  and  obtained  the  permit  on  which  he 
has  come  here.  He  states  to  me  he  has  made  his  claim  for  damages, 
auti  he  heard  it  was  taken  before  a  committee  of  Congress.  M.  de  B. 
proceeds  to  Wilmington  to-day,  and  I  thought  his  case  of  sufficient 
interest  to  send  you  an  account  of  it. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  HUGER, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Case  of  John  Williams,  jr. 

John  Williams,  jr.,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  was  arrested  by  the  IT.  S.  mar- 
shal iu  Boston  on  the  9th  day  of  August,  1861,  who  reported  that  the 
I)risoner  had  held  a  major's  commission  in  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
had  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  treasonable  purposes  in  his  visit  to 
Boston.  He  was  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  by  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  Williams 
did  not  conceal  the  fact  of  his  disloyalty.  On  the  10th  of  September, 
18C1,  he  was  oftered  his  release  on  condition  of  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  which  he  declined  to  do.  On  the  26th  of  the  same  month 
he  recalled  his  refusal  and  offered  to  take  the  oath.  He  having  declined 
to  take  the  oath  he  was  ordered  to  give  security  iu  the  sum  of  $10,000 
besides  taking  the  oath,  and  was  ordered  to  be  released  on  such  terms 
October  4, 1861.    It  appears  that  the  information  upon  which  Williams 
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was  arrested  came  to  Major-Genera]  Butler  from  Fortress  Mburoe,  and 
that  he  was  arrested  by  direction  of  that  officer.  There  was  some 
delay  on  Williams'  part  in  furnishing  the  bond  required,  but  he  was 
finally  released  on  the  terms  before  mentioned  on  the  14th  day  of 
November,  1861. — From  Record  Booh,  State  Department,  ''Arrests  for 
Disloyalty." 

Boston,  August  9, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  op  State: 

John  Williams,  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  who  has  held  a  commission  of  major 
iu  the  Qonfederate  Army,  has  been  arrested  by  me  on  suspicion  of  treas- 
onable purposes  in  his  visit  to  Boston.  Will  the  Department  give  me 
any  instructions  about  himi 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Washington,  August  9,  [1861]. 
John  S.  Keyes,  U.  t^.  Marshal,  Boston  : 

Deliver  John  Williams  to  Lieut.  Gol.  Martin  Burke,  Eort  Lafayette, 
N.  Y. 

W.  H.  SEWAED. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  District  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  August  13,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  the  directions 
contained  in  your  telegram  of  the  9th  instant  I  hare  delivered  John 
Williams  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  at  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

I  also  desire  to  report  to  the  Department  that  I  am  informed  by  a 
reliable  source  that  a  Captain  Vincent,  an  old  ship  master  of  North 
Carolina  familiar  with  that  entire  coast,  in  company  with  a  wealthy  cit- 
izen of  South  Carolina  of  a  French  name  not  remembered  correctly, 
were  met  on  the  steamer  from  this  port  to  Saint  John  week  before 
last,  and  from  their  conversation  my  informant  had  no  question  that 
their  errand  was  to  fit  out  privateers  from  some  of  the  ports  of  British 
America  if  they  could  be  obtained  either  by  purchase  or  fraud  or  force. 
The  fact  has  also  come  to  my  knowledge  that  two  Southerners  were 
conversed  with  in  the  Province  of  Canada  East  last  week  who  avowed 
their  business  to  be  to  procure  vessels  for  that  business,  and  to  the 
question  of  where  they  would  get  their  letters  of  marque,  &c.,  replied 
that  they  were  to  receive  them  when  they  were  ready  to  sail  in  Boston. 
Whether  these  were  the  same  Captain  Vincent  and  friend  I  do  not 
know. 

These  taken  in  connection  with  the  report  of  a  plan  on  foot  in  the 
British  Provinces  for  an  organized  party  to  take  passage  on  board 
some  of  the  steamers  plying  to  this  port  or  New  York  as  passengers 
and  putting  on  board  as  freight  such  armament  as  they  desired,  rise  on 
the  passage  and  capture  the  steamer  and  take  her  on  a  privateering 
cruise  which  has  been  circulated  here  for  some  days  have  led  me  to 
believe  that  there  was  need  of  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of  our  con- 
suls and  agents  in  Canada  to  guard  against  such  practices.  I  have 
therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  communicating  these  facts  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  if  of  any  value  or  materiality  they  may  be  acted  on.    In  the 
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matter  of  the  ship  Alliance  at  Saint  Johu  reported  to  be  engaged  in 
shipping  munitions  of  war  with  a  design  of  running  the  blockade,  I 
have  already  communicated  to  the  American  consul  there  and  at  Hali 
fax  through  Mr.  Amory,  the  U.  S.  dispatch  agent  at  this  port.  I  should 
have  transmitted  this  through  the  same  hands  but  he  is  absent  froui 
the  city  and  I  therefore  send  this  direct,  and  am, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 
_  XT.  S.  Marnhul. 

Office  of  U.  S.  Attokney,  Boston,  September  10,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler. 

Dear  Sir:  The  wife  and  father  of  John  Williams,  arrested  here  and 
now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  have  been  to  see  uie  on  his  behalf,  and 
at  their  request  I  have  read  their  papers  and  heard  their  statements. 
The  case  is  wholly  out  of  my  powcsr,  but  I  have  examined  the  docu- 
ments because  1  understood  you  desired  it.  The  statements  of  Mrs. 
Williams  and  of  the  letters  seem  to  show  that  so  long  as  there  were  any 
Union  men  in  Norfolk  he  was  one  of  thein,  and  that  his  errand  North 
was  a  legitimate  one.  The  order  for  his  removal  to  Fort  Lafayette  was 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  probably  the  authorities  in 
Baltimore  and  Washington,  the  provost -marshal  and  head  of  police  in 
these  cities,  have  more  iuformation  about  him  than  I  have,  and  inquiries 
should  be  made  of  them.  There  are  some  circumstances  M'hich  may 
entitle  his  case  to  favorable  consideration.  He  is  a  young  man  with  a 
wile  and  several  little  children  dependent  on  him,  and  if  he  had  any 
illegal  errand  here  his  confinement  must  have  broken  up  his  plans  and 
rendered  his  visit  fruitless. 

Very  respectfully,  vours, 

THOliNTON  K.  LOTHltOP, 

Acting  U.  S.  Attorney. 

The  story  of  his  having  a  commission  which  was  in  circulation  here 
seems  to  have  sprung  in  part  at  least  from  what  is  now  said  to  be  a 
joke  of  his,  which  is  alluded  to  in  one  of  the  letters.* 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  /September  14,  1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  I  will  thank  you  to  discharge  John  Williams  who  has  been 
confined  for  some  time  past  at  Fort  Lafayette  upon  his  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Hamilton,  September  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  olfered  to  release  John  Will- 
iams upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  he  declined  or 
refused  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

'Not  found. 
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Fort  Lafayette,  September  18, 1861. 
Hon.  W,  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sib  :  Colonel  Burke  informed  me  this  morning  that  lie  had  your  order 
for  my  release  on  condition  of  my  taking  a  certain  oath  a  copy  of 
which  he  handed  me.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  no  charge 
made  against  me  has  been  sustained  and  I  am  unable  to  understand 
why  I  should  be  compelled  to  take  the  oath  required.  Please  inform 
me  if  you  will  accept  my  parole  of  honor  not  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  United  States  or  to  engage  in  any  treasonable  practices.  It  is  my 
intention  to  reside  in  the  United  States,  and  you  will  still  have  the 
opportunity  of  watching  my  conduct. 

By  attending  to  this  request  at  your  earliest  convenience,  you  will 
much  oblige, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

_  JNO.  WILLIAMS. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir:  Mr.  John  Williams  having  declined  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance you  will  retain  him  in  custody  until  further  instructions  from 
this  Department. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Port  Lafayette,  September  26,  1861. 
Colonel  BxTRKE,  Fort  Ham,ilton. 

Sir:  If  you  still  have  authority  to  release  me  upon  taking  the  oath 
of  allegiance  as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  last  week  please  let 
nie  know  as  early  as  possible.    I  am  induced  by  serious  matters  con- 
nected with  my  family  to  comply  with  the  order. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

_  JNO.  WILLIAMS. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bttrke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  containing  the 
communication  from  John  Williams  dated  September  26, 1861.  Having 
heretofore  declined  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  being  induced  to 
do  so  now  only  by  "serious  matters  connected  with  his  family"  he 
must  besides  taking  the  oath  give  good  and  sufficient  bonds  in  the  sum 
of  $10,000  approved-by  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  to  do  no  act  hostile 
or  injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  will  neither  enter  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  the  insurrectionary  States 
during  the  present  rebellion  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  An  order  was  received  from  the  State  Department  about  two 
weeks  [ago]  authorizing  Colonel  Burke  to  release  me  upon  taking  the 
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oath  of  allegiance.  I  declined  doing  so  at  tlie  time  because  I  expected 
to  return  to  my  Lome  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  did  not  know  what  effect  it 
would  have  upon  me  there.  Since  that  time,  howevei',  I  have  made 
arrangements  to  remain  in  the  North  (Baltimore),  and  if  permitted  will 
now  take  the  necessary  obligation.  My  case  was  examined  by  you  at 
the  solicitation  of  my  wife  and  father,  and  so  far  as  they  were  able  to 
ascertain  no  charge  against  me  was  sustained  and  my  release  was 
ordered  by  you.  The  situation  of  my  wife  and  family  urge  me  to  ask 
a  speedy  reply  to  this  communication. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JNO.  WILLIAMS. 

P.  S. — My  case  was  also  examined  and  reported  on  by  General  But- 
ler* and  Marshal  Keves,*  of  Boston,  at  which  place  1  was  arrested. 

_  J.  W. 

Fort  McHenry,  [Baltimore,]  October  21,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward: 

Has  John  Williams,  jr.,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  been  released? 
His  friends  are  very  anxious  about  him.  His  father  is  one  of  our  most 
loyal  citizens.  The  understanding  is  that  you  ordered  him  released 
two  weeks  ago  on  security  in  the  penal  sum  of  $10,000  not  to  go  South 
and  that  it  has  been  given. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  22,  ISGl. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General:  Your  telegram  of  the  21st  instant  relative  to  the  case  of 
John  Williams  has  been  received.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1861,  instructions  were  issued  to  Lieut.  i)dl. 
Martin  Burke,  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  discharge 
that  person  on  his  giving  in  addition  to  the  oath,  &c.,  a  bond  in  the 
sum  of  $10,000  that  he  would  faithfully  observe  the  obhgations  im- 
posed. Colonel  Burke  is  very  prompt  in  the  execution  of  the  orders 
of  this  Department.  It  is  inferred  that  the  prisoner  has  not  yet  com- 
plied with  the  terms  upon  which  his  release  was  granted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

P.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Acting  Hecretary  of  State. 


Fort  McHenry,  October  29,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Mrs.  Williams  who  will  deliver  this  note  to  yon  is 
desirous  of  seeing  you  in  regard  to  her  husband.    She  will  explain  the 
difficulty,  and  1  think  the  security  will  be  perfectly  good  if  Mr.  Jenkins 
is  allowed  to  be  held  for  $2,500  or  omitted  altogether  in  the  bond. 
1  am,  dear  sir,  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 

llBtlorseraent  in  pencil.] 

Desires  to  know  whether  they  can  be  allowed  to  be  held  severally 
and  not  jointly. 

*  Not  fonud,  but  see  Lothrop  to  Butler,  September  10,  p.  458. 
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Washington,  October  30, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Respected  Sir  :  I  would  be  extremely  gratified  (having  come  from 
Baltimore  tWs  a.  m.  for  the  purpose)  if  you  would  devote  a  few 
moments  of  your  much  taken  up  time  for  my  benefit  in  behalf  of  my  hus- 
band, now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  whose  release  has  been 
ordered  but  not  fully  consummated  owing  to  a  very  trifling  circumstance 
which  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  state  to  Your  Excellency.  Fully  aware 
as  1  am  that  your  mind  is  now  overtaxed  almost  beyond  endurance  and 
the  very  early  hour  at  which  I  call  being  unusual,  still  long,  tedious 
suffering  and  privation  from  his  want  of  occupation  may  apologize  for 
the  promptings  of  a  wife  to  plead  in  behalf  of  her  great  trouble  and 
distress  an  interview  with  Your  Excellency  for  but  a  few  moments  pre- 
vious to  the  press  at  business  hours. 

Hoping  my  request  of  your  clemency  may  be  granted,  I  am,  very 
esteemed  sir,  yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

Mrs.  CECILIA  WILLIAMS. 

I  also  send  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Major-General  Dix  to  His 
Honor  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  showing  his  views  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  case. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  30, 1861. 
W.  M.  Addison,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  District  Attorney,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sir  :  Application  has  been  made  to  this  Department  for  instructions 
to  you  to  draw  the  bond  in  the  case  of  John  Williams,  a  prisoner  hi 
Fort  Lafayette,  so  as  to  make  the  sureties  liable  severally  instead  of 
jointly,  if  you  see  no  grave  objection  to  such  procedure  and  if  the 
sureties  severally  are  responsible  for  the  amounts  pledged  you  are  at 
liberty  to  accept  the  bond  in  that  form. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  31, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  29th  instant  which  was 
handed  to  me  by  Mrs.  Williams  I  have  to  state  that  the  U.  S.  district 
attorney,  William  M.  Addison,  esq.,  has  been  authorized  to  accept  the 
sureties  in  the  case  of  John  Williams  severally  instead  of  jointly  as 
you  suggest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Office  of  TJ.  S.  Attorney,  Baltimore,  October  31, 1861. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30th  instant  in  reference  to  the  bond  of  John  Williams,  a  prisoner 
in  Fort  Lafayette.  In  it  you  state  that  if  I  see  no  grave  objection  to 
making  tlie  sureties  therein  liable  severally  instead  of  jointly  I  am  at 
liberty  to  accept  a  bond  in  that  form.    I  presume  the  object  of  your 
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letter  was  to  gratify  the  application  of  Mrs.  Williams  that  the  $10,000 
bond  might  be  drawn  in  such  form  that  each  security  (four  in  number) 
should  only  be  responsible  for  his  proportion  of  the  obligation,  to  wit, 
$2,500.  She  has  caused  to  be  pre])ared  the  bond  so  as  to  obtain  that 
end  and  presented  it  to  me  for  my  approval.  It  is  herewith  inclosed* 
and  1  have  appended  my  certificate  that  the  several  sureties  are  worth 
$2,500  each. 

I  deem  it  quite  unnecessary  to  remind  the  Department  that  a  bond 
for  810,000  wherein  the  sureties  are  seA'erally  responsible  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent one  in  substance  and  effect.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  best  to 
transmit  the  instrument  to  you  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented  to 
me  so  that  if  it  has  your  approval  you  may  send  it  immediately  to  the 
district  attorney  of  New  York  on  whom  the  father  is  now  in  attendance 
(John  Williams,  sr.)  waiting  to  add  his  signature.  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  add  that  Mrs.  Williams  has  requested  me  to  beg  the  favor  of 
you  to  dispatch  the  bond  should  it  meet  your  approval  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible to  Xew  York  as  the  father  is  detained  there  at  great  inconvenience. 
L  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MEADE  ADDISON, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 


Baltimork,  November  4,  1861. 
F.  W.  Seward: 
Is  the  bond  of  John  Williams'  sureties  right? 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 
It  is. 

_  Y.  W.  S[EWAKD]. 


Fort  Warren,  November  li,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  The  marshal  of  the  district  of  Massachusetts  having  informed 
me  that  the  district  attorney  had  John  Williams"  bond  for  $10,000  duly 
executed  I  discharged  him  yesterday  in  obedience  to  your  letter  to 
Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  of  October  4, 
1861.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  Mr.  John  Williams'  oath. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMIGK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

I,  John  Williams,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  1  will  bear  true  faith, 
loyally  and  allegiance  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstan<ling; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose, 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that 
I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required 
of  me  by  law,  hereby  stipulating  that  I  will  neither  enter  into  any  of 
the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  nor  transmit  any  correspondence  between  disloyal  persons  with- 

*  Bond  omitted. 
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out  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  1  will  not  do 
anything:  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection. 
So  help  me  God. 

JNO.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  tliis  13th  of  November,  A.  D.  180] . 

.1.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Case  of  Charles  J.  Faulkner. 

Charles  J.  Faulkner,  of  Martinsburg,  Va.,  late  minister  of  the  United 
States  to  France,  was  arrested  at  Washington  on  or  about  the  12th  day 
of  August,  1861,  by  order  of  the  War  Department,  and  was  soon  after 
taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  safe-keeping  and  was  subsequently  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Warren.  Faulkner  himself  alleges  in  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  that  he  was  taken  as  a  hostage  for  Mr.  Magraw,  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  was  held  in  custody  by  the  rebels,  but  whether  he 
has  any  warrant  for  such  assumption  or  whether  any  such  motive  had 
any  influence  in  prompting  his  arrest  there  was  deemed  to  be  sufficient 
(fiiuse  for  his  detention  in  his  disloyalty  and  in  the  hopes  built  upon  his 
expected  services  by  the  rebels;  the  Department  of  State  had  relia- 
ble information  that  as  early  as  February,  1861,  Faulkner  had  advices 
from  the  rebel  Mason,  of  Winchester,  Va.,  that  he  must  hold  on  and  not 
q\iit  Paris  on  any  consideration ;  that  Virginia  would  certainly  secede 
oil  the  2()th  of  February,  and  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March  Virginia 
would  take  possession  of  the  city  of  Washington;  that  the  whole 
Southern  Crovernment  was  perfectly  organized  to  go  into  operation 
immediately;  also  that  Faulkner's  son  distributed  secession  cockades  in 
Paris  in  the  office  of  the  legation.  The  Department  also  had  like  infor- 
mation that  a  regiment  near  Winchester  was  waiting  for  Faulkner  to 
be  their  colonel,  and  that  it  was  currently  reported  there  that  he  had 
sent  arms  from  France  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  But  a  more  con- 
clusive proof  of  the  disloyalty  of  Faulkner  was  furnished  by  himself 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1861,  in  a  proposition  to  effect  an  exchange  of 
himself  for  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  held  in  captivity  by ; 
the  rebels.  In  pursuance  of  that  suggestion  Faulkner  was  released  on 
his  parile  to  proceed  to  Kichmond  and  in  a  certain  time  restore  the 
Hon.  Alfred  Ely,  of  New  York,  to  his  seat  in  Congress  or  deliver  him- 
self to  the  order  of  the  Government  in  Washington.  He  proceeded  to 
Itichmond  accordingly  and  having  effected  the  proposed  exchange,  and 
M  r.  Ely  having  been  restored  to  his  seat  in  Congress,  I^aulkner  remained 
at  liberty  and  in  the  portion  of  the  country  controlled  by  the  rebels. — 
Record  Booh,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


The  commanding  general  will  rescind  the  pass  given  to  the  Hon. 
Charles  J.  Faulkner  permitting  him  to  cross  the  lines  of  the  armed 
forces  of  the  United  States,  and  will  detain  him  in  custody  unless  on 
being  arrested  he  shall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.* 

''Memorandum  found  among  State  Department  papers,  with  neither  date  nor 
signature. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  Washington, 

Washinfiton,  J).  C,  August  J2,  1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State: 

A  lady  came  to  my  oflS(;e  to  inquire  for  lier  husband,  Addison  T. 
Munsel,  a  schoolmaster,  who  was  pressed  into  the  service  near  Win- 
chester, Va.  He  is  supposed  to  have  made  his  escape  to  our  lines  or 
have  been  murdered.  This  lady  was  introduced  to  me  by  the  Rev.  B. 
K.  Benton,  pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  near  the  navy-yai'd. 
He  resides  5(i3  Fourth  street  east,  a  sound  Union  man.  This  lady  said 
to  me  a  regiment  near  Winchester  was  waiting  for  Charles  J.  Faulkner, 
our  niiuister  to  l<>ance,  to  be  their  colonel,  and  that  it  was  currently 
reported  there  that  he  had  sent  arms  from  France  to  the  Southern 
Confederacy. 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Washington, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  12, 1861. 
On  the  loth  of  February  Faulkner  read  a  letter  from  Senator  Mason, 
of  Virginia,  dated  U.  S.  Senate  Chamber,  that  he  must  hold  on  and 
not  quit  Paris  on  any  consideration;  that  Virginia  would  certainly 
secede  on  the  20th  of  February,  and  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March 
Virginia  would  take  possession  of  the  city  of  Washington;  that  the 
whole  Southern  Government  was  perfectly  organized  to  go  into  opera- 
tion immediately.  Faulkner's  son  distributed  secession  cockades  in 
Paris  at  the  legation  in  the  office.  This  was  read  and  done  in  the 
presence  of  William  C.  Barney,  now  in  this  city. 

MANSFIELD, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  14, 1861. 
Edward  C.  Oarrington,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Sir:  It  being  desirable  to  take  the  deposition  of  a  witness  in  the 
case  of  Charles  J.  Faulkner,  recently  arrested  in  this  city,  J  will  thank 
you  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  office  of  General  Mansfield,  who  will 
inform  you  of  the  name  of  the  witness,  and  to  attend  to  the  taking  of 
the  deposition  before  a  magistrate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Personally  appeared  before  me  William  Chase  Barney,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  being  duly  sworn  says  that  on  the  2<Sth  day 
of  April,  1861,  he  the  said  Barney  told  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State,  that  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1861,  Charles  J. 
Faulkner,  then  U.  S.  minister  at  Paris,  read  to  him  the  said  Barney  a 
letter  from  Senator  James  M.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  dated  U.  S.  Senate 
Chamber,  directed  to  said  Faulkner,  advising  said  Faulkner  to  hold 
on  and  not  to  quit  Paris  on  any  consideration;  that  Virginia  would 
certainly  secede  the  20th  of  February,  1861,  and  in  the  night  of  the  3d 
of  March  following  Virginia  would  take  possession  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington ;  that  the  whole  Southern  Government  was  properly  organized 
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to  go  into  operation  immediately;  that  said  Faulkner's  son  called  Boyd 
Faulkner  distributed  secession  cockades  in  the  offl(!e  of  the  U.  S.  lega- 
tion at  Paris.  The  said  Barney  says  that  the  .above  statement  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

WILLIAM  C.  BAENEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  Ifith  day  of  August,  1861. 

GEO.  C.  THOMAS, 

Notary  Public. 

ASTOR  HoTTSE,  New  York,  August  19, 1861. 
Secretary  op  State. 

Sir:  In  conversing  with  Ma,ior  Town  send,  of  Albany,  this  afternoon 
he  urged  me  to  write  you  my  strong  convictions  in  reference  to  our  late 
minister  to  Prance,  now  under  arrest.  Whatever  my  own  conclusions 
may  be — formed  from  a  residence  in  Europe  during  the  whole  time  of 
Mr.  Faulkner's  official  position  there  and  an  intimate  acquaintance 
Avith  the  opinions  of  my  countrymen  abroad — I  do  not  think  I  jjossess 
actual  facts  which  you  will  consider  important. 

I  only  know  that  Mr.  Faulkner  is  a  secessionist — known  and 
acknowledged  to  be  so  by  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with  him  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years ;  that  his  family  are  secessionists  of  the  most  vio- 
lent character;  that  the  French  ministers  with  whom  he  was  on  terms 
of  intimacy  and  the  members  of  the  Senate  all  knew  his  strong  feelings 
of  sympathy  with  the  rebels,  and  that  the  embassy  in  Paris  was  the 
rendezvous  of  all  the  most  violent  of  the  traitors  so  long  as  he  stayed. 
My  wife  returned  to  this  country  on  the  same  ship  with  the  ladies  and 
children  of  Mr.  Faulkner's  family.  This  was  early  in  May.  At  that 
time  Virginia  was  supposed  to  be  hesitating.  The  son  was  most  bitter 
and  violent  in  his  denunciations  of  the  United  States  Government,  and 
outspoken  in  his  wishes  that  his  father's  State  should  cast  in  her  lot 
with  South  Carolina. 

1  have  no  doubt  that  numberless  facts  bearing  directly  upon  Mr. 
Faulkner's  treasonable  complicity  with  the  rebellion  while  he  was  the 
resident  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  could  be  gathered  now, 
but  until  he  was  arrested  so  accustomed  had  I  been  in  the  presence  of 
our  late  consuls  at  Liverpool  and  London  to  hear  rebellion  approved 
that  I  never  thought  of  obtaining  accurate  information  upon  a  subject 
of  common  fame.  There  is,  however,  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  the 
sympathies  of  the  French  ministry  were  enlisted  by  the  most  constant 
efforts  of  Mr.  Faulkner  in  favor  of  the  seceding  States,  In  fact  it  is 
not  yet  four  weeks  since  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  recommended 
my  friend  Col.  Enrico  Fardilla,  who  was  coming  to  this  country,  to 
enlist  at  the  South. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  the  Government  in  this  matter  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  at  Copake  Iron  Works,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  will 
reach  me.  I  beg  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken,  and  believe 
me  to  be, 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  S.  DODGE. 
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466  prisoners  of  war,  etc. 

Military  Prison,  Massachusetts  Avenue, 

Washington  City,  August  29, 1861. 
FToii.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Some  days  ago  I  addressed  to  you  a  communication  *  apprising 
you  of  the  fact  of  my  arrest  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  reasons  which  he  assigned  to  me  in  justification  of  that  act.  I 
endciivored  in  tliat  letter  to  show  that  my  arrest  was  in  every  point  of 
view  unsustainable  upon  any  of  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  placed 
by  that  high  functionary.  I  concluded  by  asking  that  my  letter 
embracing  a  protest  against  the  justice  and  legality  of  my  imprison- 
ment might  be  laid  before  the  President  for  his  consideration  and 
action.  I  have  received  ii-om  you  no  reply  to  that  communication,  not 
even  an  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt.  Since  that  time  I  wrote  a 
note  to  the  Secretary  of  War  *  informing  him  that  my  health  was  suf- 
fering from  the  unnecessarily  close  confinement  to  which  1  was  sub 
jected  and  requesting  an  extension  of  my  prison  limits  with  a  view  to 
some  exercise  in  the  open  air.  To  this  I  received  a  reply  in  which 
declining  to  grant  my  request  he  informed  me  that  I  was  no  longer  his 
prisoner,  and  that  I  was  now  transferred  to  the  custody  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State.  Fo  reason  was  assigned  by  him  for  my  transfer  from 
his  charge  to  your  safe  keeping. 

Being  thus  left  to  conjecture  as  to  its  motive  I  can  imagine  but  one 
explanation  of  the  fact.  It  is  that  you  have  laid  my  letter  before  the 
President;  that  he  has  given  just  weight  to  its  facts  and  reasoning, 
and  that  he  lias  disapproved  the  grounds  upon  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  ordeied  my  arrest  and  made  me  his  prisoner.  If  I  am  correct  in 
this  inference  I  see  no  reason  why  1  should  not  have  been  promptly 
remitted  to  my  liberty  and  placed  where  I  stood  on  the  9th  of  this 
month  when  I  received  from  you  a  safe  conduct  and  pass  to  my  family 
in  Virginia,  unless  indeed  some  facts  have  been  brought  to  your  notice 
since  that  day  to  give  a  new  as])ect  to  my  case.  Be  that  as  it  may  I 
cannot  but  express  my  gratification  at  the  assurance  that  1  am  once 
more  relieved  from  the  grasp  of  military  power — a  power  in  its  nature 
always  iri'esponsible,  which  in  every  age  submits  to  no  maxim  but  sic 
juheo  slat  pro  ratione  voluntas,  and  that  I  am  placed  in  relations,  hostile 
even  sliould  they  be,  with  one  who  has  been  ti-ained  to  respect  the 
legal  rights  of  his  fellow-men ;  to  acknowledge  the  paramount  impor- 
tance of  justice  and  law  in  national  as  well  as  individual  affairs,  and 
who  must  feel  some  regard  for  the  judgment  which  impartial  history 
will  one  day  pronounce  upon  his  acts. 

I  have  ali'eady  in  my  first  communication  to  which  I  again  invite  your 
attention  submitted  my  conduct  while  abroad  to  the  highest  standard 
by  which  it  could  in  the  nature  of  things  be  judged.  If  any  allega- 
tions have  since  been  made  to  impugn  the  declarations  there  made  it  is 
right  and  just  that  I  should  be  apprised  of  them.  Up  to  this  moment 
I  have  not  heard  from  any  ofBcial  source  nor  indeed  from  any  source 
entitled  to  the  least  respect  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  any  complaint  of  any  kind  against  me.  If  there  be  one  I  desire  to 
meet  it  promptly.  You  cannot  be  insensible  to  the  fact  that  this  recent 
movement  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  already  done  me  much  injury 
here  and  in  Europe. 

The  public  is  but  little  enlightened  as  to  the  avowed  cause  of  my 
arrest,  and  even  if  the  true  explanation  of  it  had  been  earlier  and  more 
generally  announced  it  would  be  diflicult  to  satisfy  those  whose  good 
opinion  I  value  especially  in  Europe  that  a  public  minister  of  the 

*  Not  found. 
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United  States  returning  to  the  capital  of  his  country  to  report  himself 
to  liis  Government  and  to  close  the  affairs  of  his  mission  could  have 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  upon  such  grounds  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  has  assigned  as  the  motive  of  his  action.  Such  a  proceeding  for 
such  a  cause  would  strike  them  as  incredible.  In  their  conception  of 
the  proprieties  and  probabilities  of  governmental  action  nothing  could 
justify  such  a  measure  but  gross  and  treasonable  infidelity  to  the  diplo- 
matic trust  with  which  I  was  honored.  That  deduction  I  have  no  doubt 
even  those  most  inclined  to  a  favorable  judgment  of  me  have  felt  con- 
strained to  draw  from  the  fact  and  circumstances  of  my  arrest;  and 
even  in  this  country  where  the  public  judgment  has  become  so  deplor- 
ably inflamed  by  the  extraordinary  state  of  our  affairs  the  brief  editorial 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  giving  quasi  officially  the  reason  of  my 
arrest  is  passed  by  unnoticed  and  the  papers  are  still  filled  as  they  were 
before  with  speculations  upon  the  enormous  crimes  which  I  must  have 
committed  whilst  abroad  to  be  thus  so  long  the  subject  of  such  close 
and  vigilant  governmental  detention. 

Kow,  sir,  having  been  transferred  to  your  custody  as  a  prisoner  of 
state  and  the  responsibility  of  my  further  detention  resting  entirely 
with  you  I  respectfully  inquire  of  you  as  I  did  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
why  am  1  thus  held  in  confinement?  Of  what  infidelity  to  my  Govern- 
ment—of what  offense  against  the  country  am  I  accused  that  I  should 
be  thus  deprived  of  my  liberty?  What  object  suggested  by  public 
jwlicy  or  touching  the  public  safety  demands  my  imprisonment?  Dark 
and  unexplained  as  the  whole  course  of  procedure  has  been  it  has 
become  to  me  a  subject  of  painful  and  embarrassing  mystery.  In 
periods  of  great  public  danger  and  excitement  like  the  present  indi- 
vidual wrong  is  often  done.  The  true  defense  of  any  government 
under  such  circumstances  is  the  reparation  of  that  wrong  at  the  earliest 
moment  that  it  is  made  sensible  of  its  error.  1  trust  I  shall  be  favored 
with  a  reply  to  my  earnest  and  respectful  inquiries. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  J.  FAULKNEE. 

September  — ,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

I  heard  some  weeks  since  of  Mr.  Faulkner's  arrest  but  hoped  by  this 
time  that  he  would  be  released  as  he  had  taken  no  part  in  the  present 
contest.  Why  is  he  detained  in  Washington  when  he  went  there  upon 
business  with  the  Government  feeling  it  his  duty  to  give  an  account  of 
his  ministerial  duties  while  at  the  court  of  France?  I  am  sure  Mr. 
Seward  cannot  refuse  to  give  me  information  if  my  husband  will  be 
released  or  detained  until  the  war  is  over.  If  he  be  detained,  will  Mr. 
Seward  send  me  a  pass  to  go  from  Martinsburg  to  Washington  City? 
In  order  for  me  to  receive  this  pass  the  letter  must  be  addressed  to  the 
care  of  my  daughter,  Mrs.  G.  V.  Lott,  Everett  House,  Union  Square, 
New  York. 

I  remain,  Avith  respect, 

'  Mrs.  C.  J.  FAULKNEE. 

Massachusetts  Avenue, 
Between  Seventh  and  Eighth  Streets, 

Washington  City,  September  1,  1861. 
Hon.  Mr.  McDougall,  Senator  from  California. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  perceive  from  the  morning  papers  that  you  are  now 
in  this  city.    Can't  you  pay  me  a  visit?    I  am  sure  if  you  apply  to  the 
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Secretary  of  State  he  will  not  refuse  you.  I  am  quite  anxious  to  see 
you.  I  remember  with  infinite  pleasure  our  agreeable  relations  in  Con- 
gress, and  more  especially  the  incidents  of  that  "  mess"  of  which  we 
formed  a  part.  Don't  fail  to  make  an  effort  to  see  me,  and  at  the  earli- 
est moment  your  convenience  will  admit. 
I  am,  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

GHAS.  J.  FAULKNER. 

Headquartees  City  Guard, 
Office  of  the  Provost-Marshal, 

Washington,  September  8,  1861. 
Lieut,  Col.  M,  Bxjkkb,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  you  will  please 
receive  the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Faulkner,  of  Virginia,  and  hold  him  in  con- 
finement until  further  orders. 

A,  POETEE, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  8.  Army,  Provost-Marshal. 


Memorandum  for  Captain  Willard. 

September  8, 1861. 

Captain  Willard  will  oblige  me  by  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  provost-marshal,  or  whoever  has  the  right  to  determine  the  point, 
and  ascertain  if  some  relaxation  of  the  sevefe  rigor  of  my  confinement 
cannot  be  obtained  so  as  to  enable  me  to  have  the  benefit  of  some  exer- 
cise. I  have  already  stated  to  Captain  Willard  frequently  within  the 
last  two  weeks  the  injury  which  I  have  sustained  in  my  health  from 
my  unnecessarily  close  confinement,  and  I  have  explained  the  parts  of 
my  system  which  have  been  most  painfully  and  injuriously  affected  by 
this  long  deprivation  of  exercise.  I  can  hardly  presume  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  resorted  to  my  imprisonment  as  a  measure  of  punishment, 
and  yet  it  has  signally  operated  so  in  fact.  Neither  can  I  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  it  has  any  aims  against  my  life,  and  yet  if  the  present 
system  be  continued  much  longer  it  is  very  certain  that  my  life  will  soon 
cease  to  be  a  source  of  dread  to  my  enemies  or  of  value  to  myself  or 
friends.  I  am  not  young  as  I  once  was,  and  naturally  of  a  weak  and 
delicate  condition  it  has  only  been  by  the  most  assiduous  attention  to 
my  health  and  amongst  other  remedies  of  the  resort  to  regular  and  sys- 
tematic exercise  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  check  the  progress  of  dis- 
ease and  to  retain  the  health  which  I  possessed  when  I  was  arrested 
and  first  imprisoned. 

As  a  lawyer  for  many  years  in  full  practice  I  have  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  knowing  something  of  prison  discipline  in  the  State  of  my 
birth  and  I  will  say  that  I  have  never,  except  in  one  extraordinary 
instance,  known  a  malefactor  after  conviction  for  a  capital  or  peniten- 
tiary offense  subjected  to  a  more  rigid  and  vigilant  surveillance  than  I 
have  been  since  my  arrest.  The  unceasing  tread  of  armed  sentinels 
around  my  door  and  windows  leaves  me  not  a  moment  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours  to  indulge  the  delusion  that  I  was  born  in  a  land  of  freedom, 
and  this  surveillance  is  observed  toward  a  man  who  although  impris- 
oned one  month  and  the  Government  repeatedly  called  upon  has  not 
avowed  to  him  or  to  the  public  that  it  has  against  him  the  shadow  of  a 
ground  of  accusation  or  complaint. 

CH.  J.  F[AULKNEEJ. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  10, 18C1. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  You  will  allow  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Faulkner  such  indulgence 
as  to  air  and  exercise  as  shall  be  compatible  with  his  safe-keeping  and 
the  construction  and  regulations  oi  the  place  in  which  lie  is  detained. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully     our  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWARD. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  ll,  1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  the  Hon,  Charles  J.  Faulkner, 
now  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette,  that  he  is  committed  and  is 
detained  in  military  custody  as  a  political  prisoner  upon  the  ground 
that  the  authorities  acting  in  the  State  of  Virginia  which  he  is  under- 
stood to  acknowledge  and  obey  have  inaugurated  and  are  prosecuting 
by  force  of  arms  a  treasonable  insurrection  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
Federal  Government  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  and  that  the 
Government  is  informed  and  believes  that  in  this  hour  of  public  danger 
his  sympathies  are  given  to  the  conspirators,  and  his  services  as  well 
as  bis  influence  are  expected  to  be  employed  in  behalf  of  the  treason. 
He  can  procure  his  release  at  present  as  he  could  have  done  at  any  time 
hitherto  by  taking  and  subscribing  an  explicit  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  excluding  all  express  or  implied  reservations. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  September  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  with  regard  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Faulkner  (a  certified  copy)  was  duly  handed  to  him,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  inclosed  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  September  12, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave  to  report;  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
have  delivered  in  person  to  the  Hon.  Charles  J.  Faulkner  the  copy  of 
the  letter  received  by  you  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of.  State. 
1  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 


Fort  Lafayette,  September  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Wood,  commandant  of  this  fort,  delivered  to  me 
last  evening  a  certified  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  you  to  Colonel 
Ttnrkp-  fla.tp.d  Washington  City,  September  11, 1861,  in  which  you  say 
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that  my  release  from  imprisonment  can  be  procured  at  any  moment  by 
taking  and  subscribing  an  explicit  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States.  Before  I  reply  to  this  proposition  I  am  justified  in  recurring  to 
a  few  facts  connected  with  my  arrest  and  in  asking  (some  information 
which  may  serve  for  my  future  guidance. 

Near  five  weeks  ago  I  was  arrested  by  an  order  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  the  city  of  Washington  to  which  place  I  had  gone  to  close 
the  affairs  of  my  mission  and  where  I  was  resting  as  I  supposed  under 
the  protection  of  a  safe  conduct  and  pass  inclosed  to  me  in  a  letter  or 
dispatch  from  you.  On  the  fourth  day  after  my  arrest  (15tli  of  August) 
in  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  as  to  the 
ground  of  my  arrest  I  was  officially  informed  that  I  had  been  arrested 
and  was  then  held  as  a  hostage  for  the  safe  return  of  Henry  S.  Magraw, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  I  should  not  be  released  until  Mr.  Magraw's 
return.  On  Saturday  morning,  17th  of  the  same  month,  the  National 
Intelligencer,  a  journal  well  known  for  its  discretion  and  accuracy  of 
information  and  which  is  believed  to  occupy  confidential  relations  with 
the  Administration,  announced  substantially  the  same  motive  as  the 
cause  of  jny  arrest.  The  records  of  that  portion  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Willard,  in  whose  charge  I  was  placed 
for  the  first  month  of  my  imprisonment  and  which  was  used  as  a  mili- 
tary police  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  show 
that  such  alone  was  the  cause  assigned  for  my  arrest  and  that  my 
detention  was  to  continue  until  Mr.  Magraw's  return.  After  my  arrest 
I  WHS  assigned  quarters  in  the  city  of  Washington  separate  both  from 
prisoners  of  war  and  political  prisoners.  There  was  at  least  a  seeming 
fitness  in  that  arrangement,  for  as  I  had  not  been  captured  whilst 
engaged  in  any  military  entei'prise  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  and  as  I  had  been  arrested  without  a  ctharge  or  accusation  of  any 
kind  against  my  fidelity  and  was  held  in  the  anomalous  condition  of 
a  hostage,  of  which  so  far  as  I  am  informed  I  was  the  only  example  North 
or  South,  it  was  not  proper  that  I  should  be  confounded  with  those 
against  whc»m  the  Government  had  or  supposed  it  had  grave  charges 
of  complaint. 

On  Monday  last  I  was  by  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War  removed 
to  this  place.  A  small  casemate  of  this  somber  and  isolated  fortifica- 
tion accommodates  eight  persons  including  myself.  Through  three 
small  apertures  a  dim  and  imperfect  light  is  admitted — not  sufficient  to 
enable  the  occupants  to  read  or  write  unless  when  tlie  door  is  open, 
which  can  only  be  when  allowed  by  the  state  of  the  weather  and  the 
regulations  of  the  fort.  From  the  limited  character  of  the  accommo- 
dations the  opportunities  for  lighting  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  each  i)ris- 
oner  in  turn.  In  another  casemate  near  me  are  twenty-four  prisoners 
in  chains.  I  pretend  not  to  know  for  what  crime  these  men  are  incar- 
cerated and  ironed,  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  1  think  the 
Government  is  acting  with  extraordinary  hardship  toward  me,  when 
without  its  ability  to  allege  any  matter  of  offense  of  any  kind  against 
me  it  nevertheless  places  me  in  the  same  prison  and  under  many  of  the 
same  regulations  with  those  whom  it  feels  justified  in  treating  as  the 
worst  and  most  dangerous  of  malefactors. 

1  have  myself  written  to  no  person  in  Virginia  or  in  any  other  place 
informing  them  of  the  ground  of  my  arrest  as  avowed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  consequently  I  have  not  directly  or  indirectly  solicited 
the  interposition  of  any  person  to  effectuate  the  release  of  Mr.  Magraw 
that  I  might  thereby  acquire  my  own  freedom.    I  could  not  consist- 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  471 

eiitly  have  done  so,  as  must  be  very  obvious  to  those  who  have  read 
the  protests  against  my  imprisonment  addressed  to  yourself  and  the 
Attorney-General.  Nevertheless  1  have  strong  reason  for  believing 
that  the  seemingly  author'tative  annunciation  of  the  cause  of  my 
arrest  contained  in  the  National  Intelligencer  has  reached  my  family 
in  Virginia,  and  that  their  influence  has  been  exerted  to  accomplish 
the  liberation  of  Mr.  Magraw  in  the  hope  thereby  of  conferring  a 
benefit  upon  me.  Such  a  course  was  quite  natural  with  females,  who 
always  act  more  under  the  influence  of  their  affections  than  in  con- 
formity to  any  standard  of  political  principl»^  To  what  extent  this 
influence  Las  operated  I  do  not  know,  but  1  observe  the  public  journals 
announce  the  probability  of  the  speedy  return  of  Mr.  Magraw.  How 
far  I  should  feel  at  liberty  myself  to  submit  to  such  an  ex(;liange  should 
the  contingency  occur  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  at  this  time  to  say. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  respectfully  desire  to  know  whether  the 
proposition  which  you  now  submit  authorizing  my  release  upon  taking 
the  prescribed  oath  is  designed  to  anticipate  the  condition  originally 
annexed  to  my  arrest  or  whether  the  Government  now  disavows  that 
cause  for  my  arrest  with  the  condition  necessarily  implied  in  it,  and 
means  to  hold  me  a  prisoner  in  disregard  of  that  condition  whether 
Mr.  Magraw  shall  be  hereafter  released  by  those  at  llichmond  who  now 
have  the  control  of  his  liberty  or  not.  You  will  oblige  me  by  a  reply 
to  these  inquiries. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OH  AS.  J.  FAULKNER. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  September  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  1).  C. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Lott,  a  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  came  here  to  see  him 
about  10.30  last  night  in  accordance  with  your  orders  of  September  17. 
I  thought  it  an  unusual  hour  but  of  course  ordered  the  boat  for  him  to 
go  over.  I  called  his  attention  to  your  letter  which  strictly  speaking 
only  admitted  him  on  one  visit  but  I  have  taken  upon  myself  to  admit 
on  your  letters  of  similar  kind  and  upon  other  high  authority  at  Wash- 
ington the  persons  named  to  two  and  sometimes  three  interviews.  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Faulkner's  friends  consider  your  permit  as  perma- 
nent, entitling  them  to  other  visits.  Please  inform  me  if  I  am  so  to 
understand  it  and  also  other  letters  of  similar  nature. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAltTIN  BITKKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Fort. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  34,  18(>1. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. : 

No  permit  entitles  the  person  to  whom  it  was  granted  to  more  than 
one  visit. 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  J24, 1861. 
Richard  Schell,  Esq.,  iVew  Yorlc. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  asking  permission  to  visit 
Mr.  Faulkner,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  has  been  received 
and  as  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  restrict  such  permissions  I  regret 
to  say  your  request  cannot  with  propriety  be  granted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Lafayette,  September  25, 1861, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  a  severe  indisposition  for  some  days  past  lias  prevented  an 
earlier  response  to  your  letter  to  Colonel  Burke  of  the  11th  of  the 
present  month.  Discouraged  by  the  neglect  with  which  all  my  previ- 
ous communications  have  been  treated,  nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty 
has  prompted  this  additional  trespass  on  your  time,  and  as  this  will  in 
all  probability  be  the  last  letter  which  I  shall  address  to  you  during 
the  period  of  my  imprisonment,  be  that  long  or  short,  1  mast  express 
the  hope  that  you  will  at  least  do  me  the  favor  to  read  it.  On  the  13th 
instant  I  addressed  to  you  some  inquiries  which  I  deemed  pertinent 
and  proper.  To  these  inquiries  I  have  as  usual  received  no  reply.  I 
now  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  moment  of  my  convalescence  to  respond 
to  the  views  which  you  take  of  my  case  in  your  letter  to  Colonel  Burke. 

There  are  two  conclusions  which  flow  necessarily  from  your  letter. 
First,  that  the  Government  now  disavows  the  ground  upon  which  I 
was  arrested  on  the  12th  of  August  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  tliat  henceforth  it  does  not  hold  me  as  a  hostage  for  the  safe  return 
of  Mr.  Magraw,  of  Pennsylvania.  Second,  that  after  an  impvisonmeut 
of  upward  of  six  weeks,  during  which  time  every  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  for  the  fullest  inquiry  into  my  conduct  and  relations  whilst  in 
Europe,  the  Government  is  forced  to  the  admission  that  no  act  has 
been  done  by  me  upon  which  it  can  found  even  an  accusation  of  infi- 
delity or  disloyalty. 

In  the  absence  then  of  all  proof  or  even  allegation  that  I  have  done 
anything  inconsistent  with  the  high  and  responsible  trust  with  which 
I  have  been  honored  by  the  Government  your  letter  which  is  some- 
what in  the  nature  of  an  indictment  charges,  first,  that  I  am  understood 
to  acknowledge  and  obey  the  authorities  acting  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, by  which  of  course  you  mean  the  authorities  of  what  is  called 
the  Confederate  States;  second,  that  the  Government  is  informed  and 
believes  that  my  sympathies  are  with  those  authorities ;  third,  that  it 
is  expected  that  my  services  as  well  as  influence  will  be  employed  in 
behalf  of  the  cause  which  those  authorities  are  sustaining. 

Assuming  that  the  Government  has  repudiated  the  original  and  real 
cause  of  my  arrest  it  is  then  upon  these  vague  understandings,  beliefs 
and  expectations  of  what  my  personal  opinions  are  and  of  what  my 
future  conduct  may  be  that  I  have  for  more  than  six  weeks  been  robbed 
of  my  liberty,  torn  from  all  association  with  my  family  and  friends, 
now  lodged  in  a  distant  and  isolated  fortress,  exposed  to  the  perma 
neut  injury  of  my  health,  treated  as  a  common  malefactor  and  sub- 
jected to  irreparable  pecuniary  loss.  I  do  no  more  than  justice  to  the 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  every  judicial  tribunal  from  the  Aroostook 
to  the  Potomac  when  I  assert  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  which  would 
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not  dismiss  such  a  complaiut  against  a  citizen  upon  its  own  showing 
without  defense  or  examination.  But  I  will  reply  to  your  series  of 
coiyectures. 

First,  1  deny  that  I  have  ever  by  act,  word  or  correspondence 
acknowledged  or  obeyed  the  authorities  now  acting  in  Virginia;  sec- 
ond, what  may  be  my  sympathies  (if  it  be  allowable  for  man  for  such  a 
purpose  to  penetrate  the  human  heart)  may  I  admit  present  a  subject 
for  argument,  inference  and  conjecture  founded  upon  evidence,  past 
l)arty  associations  and  opinions  expressed  prior  to  the  late  fatal  rupture 
of  the  peace  of  the  country,  although  every  day's  experience  of  the 
conduct  of  men  now  on  the  sti\ge  of  action  shows  how  fallacious  would 
be  the  conclusions  drawn  from  such  premises,  but  since  the  present 
rnpture,  having  been  absent  from  the  country  and  in  no  way  connected 
with  its  interior  movements,  my  sympathies  whether  for  or  against  the 
Union  are  known  only  to  myself  and  I  defy  the  production  of  any 
credible  testimony  as  to  their  expression  by  words  or  deeds  since  the 
present  unhappy  struggle  commenced;  third,  the  expectation  that  my 
services  and  influence  will  be  employed  in  behalf  of  the  authorities  act- 
ing in  Virginia  rests  upon  no  foundation  or  evidence  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, and  is  one  of  those  intangible  surmises  alike  incapable  of  proof  or 
refutation  and  which  should  not  be  made  the  basis  of  any  action  against 
the  liberty  of  a  citizen.  It  is  impossible  that  one  as  familiar  as  you  are 
with  the  principles  of  constitutional  law  can  for  one  moment  believe 
that  you  are  justified  in  the  eyes  of  God  or  man  in  depriving  me  of 
my  liberty  upon  such  unsubstantial  pretenses.  This  is  virtually  con- 
ceded by  your  letter.  It  in  effect  admits  that  there  is  no  just  ground 
for  my  detention  and  you  suppose  that  you  open  a  very  easy  door  for 
my  escape  by  instructing  Colonel  Burke  that  I  can  release  myself  at 
any  moment  from  imprisonment  by  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States. 

I  have  often  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  when  tendered  to  me  in  accordance  with  that  Constitution  and 
the  laws  of  the  laud,  and  I  should  do  so  again  if  ever  placed  in  a  posi- 
tion where  that  requirement  should  legally  and  properly  be  demanded 
of  me.  The  condition  which  you  impose  may  thus  at  first  sight  not 
seem  very  formidable  and  yet  when  1  present,  as  I  shall  in  the  most 
perfect  spirit  of  candor,  my  objections  to  your  proposal,  I  think  you 
will  concur  with  me  that  if  persisted  in  by  the  Government  it  will  be 
equivalent  to  a  sentence  of  indefinite  imprisonment  against  me. 

My  objections  to  the  oath  which  you  prescribe  are : 

first.  That  it  is  without  sanction  or  authority  of  law.  As  a  Chris- 
tian I  cannot  take  an  oath  which  in  my  conscience  I  believe  to  be 
unauthorized  by  law,  and  as  a  citizen  I  cannot  make  myself  a  party  to 
so  manifest  an  usurpation  of  executive  power.  It  can  scarcely  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  to  a  jurist  of  your  intelligence  and  high  legal 
reputation  that  an  oath  is  one  of  those  solemn  appeals  to  the  Divinity 
prescribed  by  the  interests  and  necessities  of  society,  and  held  to  be  so 
important  in  its  consequences  to  the  State  and  to  the  individual  con- 
cerned that  no  power  short  of  the  supreme  authority  of  a  community  is 
competent  to  authorize  its  administration  and  to  provide  the  penalties 
for  its  violation.  The  tender  and  enforcement  of  an  oath  by  an  officer 
of  the  Federal  Government  where  not  prescribed  by  some  existing  law 
is  in  my  judgment  a  grave  misdemeanor  for  which  he  should  be  held 
judicially  responsible.  I  might  safely  challenge  the  production  in  a 
single  instance  in  any  State  of  this  confederacy  where  an  oath  is  ever 
sought  to  be  enforced  except  in  pursuance  of  some  statute  emanating 
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from  the  legislative  power  of  that  State.  Congress  did  at  its  last  ses- 
sion authorize  the  administration  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  all  persons 
holding  civil  and  military  ajipointments  under  the  Government  and 
the  penalty  prescribed  for  noncompliance  with  the  law  is  not  imprison- 
ment but  simply  dismissal  from  offlce.  So  in  like  manner  Congress  has 
required  an  oath  of  allegiance  from  every  foreigner  seeking  to  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  But  I  know  of  no  law  of  Congress 
which  authorizes  the  President  or  any  of  his  subordinate  agents  to 
administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  a  native  born  citizen  of  the  United 
States  holding  no  office  or  employment  under  the  Federal  Government. 
To  take  the  oath  therefore  which  you  prescribe  to  me  would  make  me 
in  my  opinion  a  party  to  a  clear  violation  of  law  and  to  a  manifest 
usurpation  and  abuse  of  executive  power. 

Second.  The  condition  which  you  seek  to  impose  establishes  an  invid- 
ious and  offensive  discrimination  against  my  rights  as  a  citizen  to 
which  I  could  not  submit  without  dishonor.  To  concede  your  right  to 
single  me  out  of  the  great  mass  of  my  fellow- citizens  and  to  impose 
upon  me  a  political  test,  which  is  neither  authorized  by  law  nor  exacted 
as  a  general  rule  of  policy,  would  be  to  concede  that  my  political  rights 
in  the  community  are  inferior  to  others,  a  concession  which  I  will  never 
make  so  long  as  I  adhere  to  those  great  principles  of  political  equality 
upon  which  our  institutions  are  founded.  In  addition  to  this  general 
view  it  is  within  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  two  individuals  who 
were  confined  in  the  same  casemate  with  myself  in  the  fort  and  who 
were  arrested  upon  allegations  of  disloyalty  far  more  specific  than  any 
attributed  to  me  have  been  discharged  without  the  i-equirement  of  the 
oath  and  upon  their  simple  parole  of  honor  not  to  do  any  act  hostile  to 
the  United  States  during  the  existing  troubles. 

Third.  The  letter  in  which  you  submit  this  condition  to  me  cannot  be 
otherwise  regarded  tliau  as  a  personal  indignity.  You  assume  without 
a  particle  of  evidence  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  that  my  heart  is  filled  with  sympathy  with  rebellion 
and  with  treason  to  the  Union,  and  yet  you  i)resent  to  me  an  oath  which 
if  I  took  holding  the  sentiments  which  you  so  gratuitously  ascribe  to 
me  and  which  you  make  the  justification  for  tendering  it  to  me  would 
make  me  guilty  of  moral  if  not  of  legal  perjury  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
man. 

Fourth.  Of  all  the  foreign  ministers  accredited  by  the  United  States 
to  the  Governments  of  Europe  and  America  1  am  the  only  one  who  has 
been  selected  for  the  imposition  of  this  illegal  test,  and  yet  I  have  only 
to  invite  you  to  the  testimony  of  my  fellow-citizens  abroad  and  to  the 
records  of  your  own  Department  to  show  that  in  maintaining  the 
national  honor  and  the  national  flag  and  in  a  faithful  and  zealous  dis- 
charge of  my  duties  to  the  Government  I  need  not  shrink  from  com- 
parison with  any  man  in  the  foreign  service  of  the  country. 

Fifth.  To  take  the  oath  which  you  prescribe  would  under  existing 
circumstances  furnish  no  evidence  of  my  loyalty.  It  might  be  proof  of 
my  subserviency  and  cowardice.  It  could  aftbrd  no  guarantee  of  heart- 
felt devotion  to  the  Union.  To  say  to  a  prisoner  that  the  bars  of  his 
dungeon  shall  be  forever  closed  upon  him  unless  he  swears  to  be  true 
to  the  Government  may  make  a  hypocrite  and  a  knave.  It  cannot 
make  a  good  citizen  or  a  true  patriot.  Loyalty  springs  from  the  heart; 
it  cannot  be  manufactured  by  thumbscrews,  political  tests  or  prisons. 

Sixth.  From  the  day  of  my  arrest  up  to  the  present  moment  my 
tongue  has  been  silenced  and  my  bands  paralyzed  in  my  defense,  lii 
the  meantime  calumny  has  been  unceasing  in  its  assaults  upon  me. 
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In  not  one  leading  paper  deserving  patronage  .and  support  from  the 
Government  have  I  been  represented  otherwise  than  as  a  traitor.  There 
is  scarcely  an  act  of  ofQcial  perfidy  of  which  a  minister  could  have  been 
guilty  that  has  not  been  falsely  ascribed  to  me.  Before  I  had  even 
received  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  September  writers  having 
access  to  the  bureaus  of  the  Government  were  familiar  with  its  con- 
tents and  announced  the  test  that  was  to  be  applied  to  me,  and  they 
accompanied  it  with  the  statement  that  although  I  was  clearly  and 
unquestionably  guilty  of  treason  and  could  upon  the  clearest  evidence 
be  convicted  of  it  before  a  jury  yet  as  an  act  of  clemency  I  would  be 
allowed  to  escape  if  I  complied  with  this  requirement  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  cannot  accept  your  clemency  on  such  terms.  I  cannot  rest 
under  imputations  which  a  submission  to  your  requirements  would  only 
fortify  and  confirm.  If  I  am  guilty  of  any  ofiBcial  infidelity  or  of  treason 
let  me  be  tried  and  punished.  If  I  am  innocent  of  all  sucli  charges  I 
should  be  unconditionally  released.  It  is  not  becoming  a  great  Gov- 
ernment thus  to  palter  with  the  interests  of  human  liberty.  Neither 
wonld  it  be  just  to  my  own  character  to  accept  of  any  such  equivocal 
order  of  release. 

Seventh  and  lastly.  During  the  period  whicli  led  to  the  existing 
difficulties  I  was  not  only  absent  in  Europe  but  I  was  there  the  accred- 
ited representative  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  if  a 
love  and  veneration  for  that  system  of  government  founded  by  the 
fathers  of  the  Eepublic  had  been  without  their  proper  influence  on  my 
<!Onduct  my  official  position  at  least  utterly  forbade  my  having  any  par- 
ticipation directly  or  indirectly  in  any  movement  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  Federal  Union.  I  have  ever  made  it  not  less  a  matter  of  pride  than 
of  duty  to  punctiliously  and  scrupulously  [be]  faithful  to  every  trust 
public  or  private  with  which  I  have  been  honored.  Of  this  you  have 
satisfactory  proof  in  my  correspondence  and  relations  with  your  Depart- 
ment, and  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  correspondence  and  testimony  of  my 
successor  in  office.  As  I  have  already  informed  you  I  returned  to  the 
United  States  under  all  the  moral  responsibilities  of  that  trust  although 
the  legal  tenure  of  my  appointment  had  previously  ceased.  I  came 
back  to  perform  my  duties  as  a  citizen  and  a  patriot.  I  came  here  as 
a  free  man  to  survey  the  field  of  action  and  to  determine  by  the  light 
of  my  own  judgment  the  part  which  duty  and  patriotism  required  me 
to  pursue  in  the  present  crisis.  No  one  has  ever  heard  from  me  in  con- 
versation or  has  ever  learned  from  me  by  correspondence  what  that 
decision  would  be.  Indeed  ignorant  of  much  that  had  transpired  in 
the  country  during  my  absence  I  felt  it  due  to  my  own  character  and 
position  to  reserve  the  decision  of  my  course  until  after  my  return  and 
until  I  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  much  that  it  was  not  possible 
for  me  to  acquire  satisfactorily  abroad.  I  arrived  here  then  without  a 
single  committal  as  to  the  future  that  could  swerve  my  judgment  as  to 
my  course.  I  cherished  the  hope,  probably  an  idle  and  presumptuous 
one,  that  the  position  of  total  noncomplicity  with  all  the  events  that  then 
embarrassed  the  country  might  furnish,  especially  if  I  concluded  to 
reside  in  Virginia,  an  opportunity  of  some  signal  service  to  the  country. 
My  purpose  therefore  was  to  retire  upon  my  estate  and  there  await  the 
progress  of  events  to  determine  what  extent  this  position  which  absence 
and  accident  gave  me  might  be  made  useful  to  the  country.  It  is 
manifest  that  such  a  position  which  I  allude  to  required  free  and 
unconstrained  action.  It  is  a  freeman  alone  who  can  confer  with  free- 
men about  their  rights  and  interests.  They  would  not  take  counsel  from 
a  slave.    But  you  prefer  a  course  that  would  rob  me  of  all  the  merit  of 
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my  position  if  my  couclusions  led  me  to  sui)port  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
It  deprives  me  of  all  deliberation  and  free  will.  It  proposes  to  rivet 
patriotism  upon  me  by  fetters  and  to  grind  loyalty  into  nie  by  the 
horrors  of  the  prison.  It  seeks  to  anticipate  the  regular  conclusions  of 
my  own  reason  and  judgment  and  to  make  me  a  patriot  by  the  potent 
process  of  the  dungeon.  I  cannot  accept  your  prescription.  Arbitrary 
power  and  brute  force  have  given  you  control  over  my  body  but  you 
can  exercise  none  over  the  mind.  I  cannot  be  forced  by  any  threat  or 
menace  of  the  Government  to  throw  away  all  my  chances  and  capaci- 
ties for  public  service  in  the  future  and  to  permit  myself  to  be  presented 
before  the  country  as  one  who  has  taken  his  position  on  the  present 
eventful  crisis  of  the  country  not  by  the  light  of  his  own  reason  and 
patriotism  but  under  a  threat  of  perpetual  imprisonment  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Such  submission  on  my  part  would  consign  me  to  deserved 
contempt  and  to  perpetual  inactivity.  Even  the  Union  jnen  of  Vir- 
ginia would  spurn  my  counsel  and  turn  their  backs  upon  my  recom- 
mendations. 

I  need  not  trouble  you  with  further  remarks.  The  facts  of  my  case 
are  fully  before  the  Government.  It  has  power  to  prolong  my  imprison- 
ment. It  will  have  to  use  that  power  under  a  just  responsibility  to  the 
country  and  to  the  civilized  world. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  J.  FAULKNER. 

Washington,  September  26, 1861. 
Hon.  JuDAH  P.  Benjamin,  Richmond,  Va. 

Dear  Benjamin:  I  suppose  that  I  may  abandon  all  hope  of  having 
you  with  me  at  the  argument  of  the  Alexander  case  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  continuance  or  dismissal  as  I  suppose  will  be  determined 
upon  all  of  the  cases  from  the  seceded  States,  making  certain  the  hear- 
ing of  ours  at  the  next  term.  As  you  will  not  be  able  to  be  present 
and  I  am  anxious  that  you  save  your  fee  cannot  you  send  a  full  brief  ? 

Differ  as  we  may — and  do  totally — on  the  questions  growing  out  of 
the  deplorable  crisis  in  which  we  are  I  shall  ever  remember  with  great 
pleasure  the  many  pleasant  hours  1  have  spent  with  you  and  lament 
our  separation,  which  I  fear  is  to  be  forever. 

Among  the  sad  consequences  growing  out  of  the  pi'esent  strife  is  the 
arrest  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  in  whom  I  am  sure  you  feel  with  me 
a  friendly  interest.  Here  my  and  your  friend,  Mr.  Faulkner,  is  under 
arrest  and  has  been  for  many  weeks.  He  is  now  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
N.  Y.  You  have  I  am  told  Mr.  Harry  Magraw.  Now  I  have  no  doubt 
that  if  Magraw  was  discharged  I  could  at  once  procure  the  discharge 
of  Faulkner.  Mr.  Davis  knows  me  well  enough  to  be  satisfied  that  1 
would  endeavor  in  good  faith  to  carry  out  such  a  purpose,  and  my  rela- 
tion to  the  Administration  here  is  such  that  I  am  as  certain  as  I  can  be 
of  any  future  event  that  the  endeavor  would  be  successful.  Mr. 
Faulkner  I  have  long  known  intimately,  and  I  am  most  anxious  to 
relieve  him  from  his  present  condition  and  restore  him  to  his  family, 
deeply  distressed,  as  they  cannot  but  be,  at  his  imprisonment.  Magraw's 
motive  in  visiting  your  camp  was  a  humane  one  and  however  technic- 
ally considered  he  may  have  rendered  himself  liable  to  arrest  his  is 
not  a  case  for  extreme  rigor. 

Hoping  that  you  will  find  an  opportunity  to  write  me  and  that  my 
suggestion  as  to  Faulkner  and  Magraw  may  be  carried  out,  1  am 
sincerely  and  will  continue,  happen  what  will,  to  be  yoar  friend, 

ItEVEKDY  JOHNSON. 
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Richmond,  /September  30,  1861. 
Hon.  Revbrdy  eToHNSON,  Washington,  D.  G. 

My  Dear  Johnson:  Colonel  Phillips  has  delivered  to  me  your  letter 
of  the  26th  instaut,  and  I  am  much  gratified  to  learn  that  separated  as 
we  are  toto  ccelo  in  our  principles  and  convictions  upon  the  subject  of 
this  contest  now  raging  in  the  country  you  still  remember  with  the  same 
pleasure  that  I  do  our  past  intercourse.  I  beg  you  will  present  my  best 
and  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  who  seemed  with  a  woman's  true 
instincts  to  feel  the  approach  of  the  calamitous  war  now  devastating 
our  land.  In  relation  to  the  fee  I  can  do  nothing.  If  that  is  lost  it  will 
be  but  one  of  the  numerous  sacrifices  that  I  have  cheerfully  made  for 
what  I  believe  to  be  man's  highest  duty  to  his  country. 

I  mach  regret  that  your  letters  did  not  reach  me  a  week  or  two  later. 
1  had  already  with  the  President's  consent  determined  on  the  release  of 
Mr.  Harry  Magraw  and  Mr.  Arnold  Harris,*  after  a  full  examination 
and  report  on  their  case  by  a  commissioner  specially  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  The  object  of  the  imprisonment  in  vindicating  the  rights  of 
this  Government  as  a  belligerent  had  been  attained,  and  it  would  have 
been  equally  useless  and  cruel  to  have  continued  it  any  longer.  I  beg 
you  therefore  distinctly  to  understand  that  the  hberation  of  Mr.  Magraw 
is  made  without  the  slightest  reference  to  your  kind  proposal  to  inter- 
cede for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  Faulkner.  He  would  have  been  liberated 
if  your  letter  had  not  reached  me.  He  would  be  liberated  now  if  I  had 
the  fullest  assurance  that  Faulkner  would  be  detained  in  confinement 
till  the  close  of  the  war.  Forgive  me  for  being  so  persistent  on  this 
point. 

You  write  without  the  clogs  of  offlcial  position.  I  am  in  a  different 
position,  and  am  compelled  to  have  it  distinctly  understood  that  I  am 
no  party  to  any  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  would  never  consent  to  any 
other  tlian  the  usual,  open,  indiscriminate  exchange  known  to  the  laws 
of  war.  I  could  be  no  party  to  any  favoritism  in  selecting  particular 
persons  for  the  benefits  of  this  humane  provision  of  the  laws  of  war  and 
excluding  others.  I  repeat  then  that  withoiit  wishing  to  do  the  least 
injury  to  poor  Faulkner,  but  on  the  contrary  anxious  to  do  him  service 
in  any  proper  way  I  hold  you  totally  absolved  from  all  promise  of  exer- 
tion in  his  favor,  and  that  his  release  from  prison  if  he  is  released  must 
rest  on  the  ground  of  his  being  unjustly  detained.  At  least  that  is  the 
only  footing  on  which  I  can  consent  to  regard  it. 

Renewing  my  kindest  memories  to  your  whole  family,  I  remain, 

*^"^y'  y^'^'"'  J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 

P.  S.— If  you  are  in  correspondence  with  our  friends  Barron  don't 
fail  to  mention  me  to  them  with  the  most  friendly  regard. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  13, 1861. 
(Jol.  Martin  Burke. 

Sir:  The  sad  and  distressing  intelligence  which  I  receive  of  the  con- 
dition of  my  family  in  Virginia,  my  inability  whilst  confined  here  as  a 
prisoner  to  offer  to  them  any  consolation  in  their  afflictions  or  even  to 
make  any  provision  for  their  necessities,  my  solicitude  for  my  children 

•For  case  of  Arnold  Harris  see  p.  1515  et  seq. 
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who  are  at  an  age  to  demand  imperiously  the  care  and  restraining 
influence  of  a  parent,  all  combine  to  induce  me  to  inquire  if  you  have 
any  authority  to  extend  to  me  a  release  from  my  present  imprisonment 
upon  a  parole  of  honor  similar  to  that  which  has  already  been  extended 
to  several  prisoners  at  this  fort.  I  confess  my  extreme  reluctance  in 
making  this  application.  I  believe  the  honor,  the  good  faith  and  the  true 
policy  of  the  Government  would  dictate  my  unconditional  release,  aiid 
I  believe  that  my  usefulness  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  will  be 
materially  impaired  by  any  restraint  upon  my  perfect  freedom  of  delib- 
eration and  action.  Nevertheless  if  the  Government  shall  determine 
otherwise  I  must  of  course  submit  to  its  terms.  I  am  a  prisoner  abso- 
lutely in  its  power,  and  there  is  no  other  Government  to  which  I  have 
any  right  to  appeal  to  take  an  interest  in  my  defense.  I  am  here  with- 
out a  charge  or  an  accusation  of  any  kind  against  me,  and  from  a  simple 
apprehension  of  the  Government  that  if  at  liberty  as  expressed  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  you  I  might  contribute  my  "influence 
and  services"  to  the  cause  of  the  Confederate  States.  I  will  not  dis- 
cuss the  grounds  upon  which  Mr.  Seward  has  reached  this  conclusion, 
but  I  presume  a  parole  of  honor  given  by  me  that  I  will  do  no  act  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States  during  the  existing  troubles  would  be  a  guar- 
anty which  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  has  some  knowledge  of  my 
character,  would  promptly  recognize  as  an  ample  guaranty  against 
any  such  action  on  my  part.  I  have  now  been  in  close  confinement  as 
a  prisoner  upward  of  two  months.  If  I  could  perceive  that  my  sufller- 
ing  and  privations  here  could  in  any  manner  be  made  instrumental  to 
the  good  of  the  country  I  could  easily  reconcile  myself  to  any  pro 
tracted  term  of  imprisonment;  but  1  see  no  benefit  from  it  to  the 
country,  but  utter  ruin  and  impoverishment  to  my  family.  I  therefore 
respectfully  make  this  inquiry  of  you  trusting  that  you  will  with  your 
characteristic  promptitude  and  urbanity  give  me  an  early  answer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  J.  FAULKNER. 


Burlington,  November  23, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Will  you  permit  me  to  intrude  upon  your  valuable 
time  with  one  word  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Faulkner,  now  confined  at  Fort 
Warren?  I  am  fully  aware  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  has  been  ten- 
dered him  as  a  condition  of  his  release  but  this  with  him  is  an  imi)ossi- 
bility.  It  would  forfeit  his  entire  property  and  leave  himself  and  fam- 
ily beggars.  I  think  I  can  promise  that  he  will  give  his  parole  not  in 
any  way  to  serve  against  this  Government  in  future.  I  know  from 
frequent  conversations  with  him  that  his  views  in  reference  to  the  pres- 
ent struggle  are  of  the  most  moderate  kind,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
had  his  voice  been  potential  at  the  South  this  country  to-day  would  not 
be  agonized  with  the  fearful  throes  of  civil  war.  Can  his  release  not 
be  had  upon  giving  his  parole?  His  case  is  a  peculiarly  distressing  one. 
For  seven  months  he  has  not  seen  his  family  and  for  four  mouths  he 
has  had  no  communication  with  them. 

Will  you  favor  me  with  reply  to  this  and  oblige,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 
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FoBT  AVarrbn,  Boston  Harbor,  December  1,  1861- 
Hon.  Eeubbn  E.  Fenton. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  perceive  from  the  papers  that  the  coustituents  of  the 
flou.  Alfred  Ely*  are  forwarding  to  Presideut  Lincoln  memorials  urg- 
ing his  exchange  for  some  one  now  held  by  the  Federal  Government  m 
confinement  Permit  me  through  yon  and  the  New  York  delegation  in 
Congress  to  submit  the  following  proposition  to  President  Lincoln  or 
Secretary  Seward :  I  will  give  my  parole  of  honor  with  any  otlier  secur- 
ity deemed  necessary  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  if  permitted  to  proceed 
on  to  Kichmond,  that  I  will  in  a  time  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  restore  Mr.  Ely  to  his  seat  in  Congress  or  deliver  myself  to 
the  order  of  the  Government  in  Washington  City. 
I  am,  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

CHAS.  J.  FAULKNEE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  '>,  18(11. 
Colonel  DiMicic,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel  :  Yon  are  hereby  directed  to  release  from  custody  Cliarles  J. 
Faulkner,  a  prisoner  ccmtined  in  Fort  Warren,  on  his  giving  his  parole 
of  honor  that  he  will  return  and  surrender  himself  to  you  within  thirty 
days  unless  within  twenty  days  the  Hon.  Alfred  Ely  sliall  be  immedi- 
ately released  from  the  confinement  in  which  lie  is  Yiow  held  at  Kich- 
mond by  the  insurgents  and  sent  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces, 
and  that  meanwhile  Mr.  Faulkner  will  not  do  any  act  hostile  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  or  give  any  information  calculated 
to  aid  the  insurgents.  Yon  will  at  the  same  time  deliver  to  him  the 
inclosed  passport  enabling  him  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the  U.  S. 
Aimy. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWyVKD. 


Baltimore,  December  18,  1861. 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  Fortress  Monroe  : 

The  Georgiana  brought  down  from  Baltimore  this  morning  Hon. 
Charles  J.  Faulkner,  released  on  parole  from  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  en 
route  for  Kichmond  where  he  is  confident  of  being  able  to  exchange 
himself  for  Hon.  Mr.  Elyt  taken  prisoner  at  Bull  Kun.  Mr.  Fanlkner 
spent  the  forenoon  at  General  Wool's  lieadquarters  and  was  sent  by  a 
flag  of  truce  to  Craney  Island  at  noon. 

Captain  Kicketts  was  serenaded  by  band  of  the  Second  Artillery  on 
the  wharf  before  the  boat  started  and  numbers  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  get  a  look  at  the  captain.  He  is  still  very  weak  and 
suffering  from  the  eifects  of  his  wounds. 

FULTON. 


'  Ely  was  a  member  of  Coagress  from  the  State  of  New  York  who  wns  oaptnred 
by  the  Confederates  at  Bull  Run,  July  21.— Comwlku. 

tThe  exchange  of  Faulkner  for  Ely  was  subsequently  ettected,  but  no  official 
statement  of  the  fact  can  be  found.— Compilkk. 
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Case  of  Thomas  S.  SerrilL 

Thomas  S.  Serrill  was  arrested  at  New  York  upon  a  warrant  obtained 
against  him  by  U.  S.  District  Attorney  Smith  about  August  16, 1801, 
and  committexi  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
He  was  charged  with  treason;  having  been  to  England  and  there  made 
arrangements  with  leading  bankers  to  secure  a  loan  for  the  Southern 
Confederacy  and  with  bringing  £20,000  of  such  loan  with  him  for  the 
use  of  said  Confederacy.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department 
of  State  dated  September  3, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  command 
ing  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Serrill  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  alle 
giance.  He  was  accordingly  released  September  5, 1861. — From  Record 
Book,  State  Department,  "  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

N'ew  Yorlc,  August  16,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  I  have  obtained  a  warrant  of  arrest  against  Thomas  Steele 
Serrill  charging  him  with  treason.  We  can  prove  that  on  his  passage 
on  the  steamer  Persia  which  has  just  arrived  here  ho  stated  that  he 
had  seen  all  the  bankers  in  England;  that  he  could  get  as  mucb  money 
for  the  Southern  Confederacy  as  he  wanted;  that  ho  had  in  his  posses- 
sion £20,000  sterling  which  he  should  carry  down  there;  that  he  had 
been  presented  a  set  of  silver  by  the  bankers  in  England  for  his  own 
use.  We  found  on  his  person  £40,000  in  Bank  of  England  notes.  This 
is  all  the  testimony  I  have  been  able  to  gather  to-day.  He  is  committed 
for  examination  before  a  commissioner  upon  whom  1  can  rely.  He  has 
employed  good  counsel.  Perhaps  you  will  deem  it  best  to  transfer 
him  to  the  military  authorities. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

TJ.  8.  District  Attorney. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

New  York,  August  23,  1861. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  22d  instant*  I  beg  leave 
to  state  that  as  represented  to  the  custom-house  officers  by  the  wit- 
nesses whose  names  are  given  below  Mr.  Serrill  on  his  passage  to  this 
country  on  the  steamer  Persia  repeatedly  stated  that  he  had  been  to 
England  and  had  had  interviews  with  the  leading  bankers  and  had 
made  arrangements  to  secure  a  loan  for  the  Southern  Confederacy; 
that  he  had  £20,000  of  such  loan  with  him,  which  was  to  be  used  by  the 
Confederate  States  for  the  benefit  of  their  army ;  that  he  expressed  him- 
self strongly  in  favor  of  the  rebellion  and  as  determined  to  aid  them  by 
all  means  in  his  power.  He  also  stated  that  he  was  en  route  for  New 
Orleans  with  the  funds  in  his  possession.  This  statement  is  made  to 
me  by  Eufus  F.  Andrews,  esq.,  surveyor  of  this  port.  The  witnesses 
are  as  follows :  John  H.  Wray,  with  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co. ;  George  A. 
Jackson,  647  Broadway,  New  York ;  John  Morrison,  278  Washington 
street;  J.  C.  Berhard,  41  Warren  street;  Thomas  J.  Brown,  Alexander 

*  Not  foiiiid. 
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Isaacs,  James  B.  Archer,  inspectors  at  New  York  custom-house.    The 
surveyor  states  to  me  that  the  witnesses  are  men  of  character  and  posi- 
tion in  this  city;  also  that  a  full  statement  has  this  day  been  made  by 
the  collector  of  this  port  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  24, 1861. 
E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

Z7.  8.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir  :  This  Department  has  not  yet  received  the  testimony  in  the  case 
of  Serrill,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.    I  will  thank  you  to  cause  it  to 
be  forwarded  without  any  delay  which  can  convenientty  be  avoided. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAED. 

Office  op  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

New  York,  August  26, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  in  relation  to  the  testimony  in 
the  Serrill  case  was  this  morning  received.  I  wrote  on  the  23d  instant 
as  requested  by  your  favor  of  the  22d  and  received  on  the  day  when  I 
answered  it.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  my  communication  of  the  23d  instant 
which  will  place  in  your  hands  all  the  information  under  my  control. 
Should  you  desire  any  inquiries  instituted  in  this  city  my  services  will 
be  cheerfully  at  your  disposal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

TJ.  S.  District  Attorney. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  Yorlc. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  Serrill,  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  has  been  received.  The  facts  and  the  ref- 
erences mentioned  in  your  communication  go  far  toward  making  out  a 
strong  prima  facie  case  against  Serrill.  On  the  other  hand  a  letter*  to 
the  Department  of  the  22d  instant  from  Clarkson  N.  Potter,  of  New 
York,  and  other  papers*  tending  to  exculpate  the  prisoner  are  here- 
with inclosed.  It  must  be  confessed  that  these  in  a  measure  at  least 
must  be  allowed  to  counteract  the  adverse  testimony.  With  a  view, 
however,  to  throw  further  light  on  the  case  the  Secretary  wishes  that 
you  would  yourself  or  that  you  would  request  Mr.  Evarts  to  proceed  to 
Fort  Lafayette,  examine  Serrill  in  connection  with  the  proof  on  both 
sides,  take  down  the  examination  in  writing  and  forward  it  hither 
with  the  papers,  in  order  that  the  expediency  of  farther  detaining  him 
may  be  determined. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

*  Not  found. 
31  R  R — SERIES  II,  VOL  II 


482  prisoners  op  war,  etc. 

Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attoenbt, 

New  Torh,  August  28,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  the  27th  instant  in  relation  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Serrill  with  the  accompanying  book  and  letters  was  this  day 
received.  Mr.  Smith  is  absent  from  this  city  but  is  daily  expected  to 
return,  and  Mr.  Evarts  is  in  Vermont.  I  learn  from  his  law  partner 
that  he  is  not  to  return  for  several  weeks.  Mr,  Smith  will  certainly  be 
at  the  office  by  next  Monday,  the  1st  proximo.  Awaiting  any  farther 
instructions, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEWAET  L.  WOODFOED, 

Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  3, 1861. 
Thurlow  Weed,  E.  M.  Blatchfokd 

and  EoBBRT  Murray,  Esqs., 

New  York. 

Gentlemen:  Tour  letter*  relating  to  the  case  of  Thomas  S.  Serrill 
has  been  received.    I  have  directed  that  Serrill  be  discharged  from 
duress  on  his  taking  and  subscribing  an  oath  of  allegiance.    *    »    * 
I  am,  gentlemen,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  3, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  From  trustworthy  representations  which  have  been  made 
to  this  Department  it  is  thought  that  the  discharge  of  Thomas  S.  Ser- 
rill now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  may  compatibly  with  the  public 
interest  be  granted  upon  the  condition  of  his  swearing  and  subscribing 
before  a  magistrate  the  accompanying  oath  of  allegiance.  You  will 
inform  him  of  the  condition,  and  if  it  be  accepted  the  form  of  oath 
when  executed  must  be  returned  to  this  Department  for  file. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Office  of  the  TJ.  S.  District  Attorney, 

New  York,  September  4, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  On  reaching  home  Monday  last  after  a  short  absence  I  found 
your  letter  directing  an  examination  of  Serrill  by  myself  personally  or 
by  Mr.  Evarts.  As  tlie  examination  may  be  quite  likely  to  require  his 
discharge  I  thought  it  wise  to  have  our  action  sustained  by  the  opinion 
of  a  lawyer  of  Mr.  Evarts'  position  having  no  oflBcial  connection  with 
the  Government.  Mi-.  Evarts  has  come  from  the  country  in  response 
to  a  telegraphic  dispatch  from  me.  We  are  now  engaged  in  the  exami- 
nation and  shall  proceed  to  Fort  Lafayette  to-morrow.  I  will  transmit 
minutes  of  the  examination  and  Mr.  Evarts'  opinion  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney. 

*  Not  found. 
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Poet  Hamilton,  September  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
SiE :  In  obedieuce  to  your  instructions  dated  the  3d  instant  at  the 
State  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  I  have  discharged  the  prisoner, 
Thomas  S.  Serrill.    Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  oath  legally  adminis- 
tered and  taken  by  him  which  was  the  condition  of  the  discharge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKB, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U,  S.  Army,  Gomma/ndvag. 

[Inclosure.] 

State  op  Kew  Toek,  Gounty  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Thomas  S.  Serrill,  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  do 
solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution 
and  Government  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies  whether 
domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith,  allegiance  and 
loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of  any  State  con- 
vention or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  further 
that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose  without 
any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that  I  wiU 
well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of  me 
by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

THOS.  S.  SBERILL, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th  day  of  September,  1861. 

CHAELES  W.  CHUEGH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attoeney, 

New  York,  September  6, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 

Sir:  In  the  matter  of  Thomas  Steele  Serrill  Mr.  Evarts  and  myself 
took  sundry  depositions  and  were  about  to  proceed  to  Fort  Lafayette 
when  Mr.  Blatchford  showed  us  your  letter  in  which  you  state  that  you 
have  directed  his  discharge.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Evarts,  a  copy  of  whose 
letter  to  me  follows  below,  that  as  a  condition  of  the  release  of  his 
property  Serrill  should  be  required  under  the  circumstances  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  his  arrest  and  examination.  From  a  conversation  with  his 
counsel.  Mr.  Potter,  I  infer  that  he  regards  this  suggestion  as  proper 
and  that  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  so  arranging  in  relation  to  a 
redelivery  to  him  of  the  bank  notes  and  accounts  taken  from  his  per- 
son. The  bank  notes  are  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  customs 
but  I  presume  they  would  deliver  them  upon  my  request. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 

[Inclosnre.] 

2  Hanover  Steeet,  September  5, 1861. 
E.  Delapield  Smith,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Attorney. 

Dear  Sie  :  The  decision  of  the  Government  to  release  Serrill  upon 
his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  renders  any  further  prosecution  of  the 
examination  I  had  commenced  unnecessary.  I  had  made,  however,  a 
sufficient  examination  in  the  matter  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  arrest  of 
the  prisoner  was  not  only  fully  justified  by  his  own  statements  made 
on  shinboard  but  that  the  Government  woiUd  have  been  inattentive  to 
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its  duty  if  he  had  been  suffered  to  escape  arrest.  As  Mr.  S.  has  brought 
upon  himself  this  intervention  of  the  Government  it  strikes  me  as  very 
proper  that  as  a  condition  to  the  release  of  his  property  he  should  be 
required  to  reimburse  the  expenses  which  his  detention  and  examina- 
tion have  occasioned. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

WM.  M.  EVAETS. 


Philadelphia,  September  6, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  will  thank  you  to  give  such  orders  that  my  papers  and  letters 
may  be  returned  to  me  as  soon  as  possible.  The  letters  directed  to  me 
here  have  J  believe  been  sent  to  Washington.  My  address  is  box  2136, 
Philadelphia  post-offlcc. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  S.  SEEEILL. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  relative  to  the  case  of  Serrill  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  deemed  advisable 
for  the  Government  to  enter  into  any  such  stipulations  with  that  per- 
son as  those  you  mention.  Any  fair  charge  consequent  upon  his  arrest 
and  examination  will  therefore  be  allowed  by  the  proper  Department. 
If  you  have  any  papers  belonging  to  Serrill  in  your  possession  please 
return  them  to  him  at  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
Thomas  S.  Serrill,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  has  been  received.  In  reply  I  am 
directed  by  the  Secretary  to  inform  you  that  the  drafts  or  post  notes 
found  upon  you  were  it  is  understood  lodged  with  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  as  a  special  deposit.  If  you  will  send  hither  a  person 
duly  authorized  to  receive  them  this  Department  will  recommend  their 
restitution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  HUNTER, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Oppioe  op  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

New  York,  September  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  in  relation  to 
Serrill's  case,  and  have  written  to  him  at  Philadelphia  asking  in  what 
way  I  shall  transmit  (o  him  his  account  book  and  papers  now  in  my 
possession. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  485 

Philadelphia,  September  16, 1861. 
Hou.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  On  Thursday  last  I  again  presented  to  Mr.  Secretary  Chase 
your  order  and  accompanying  lines  for  the  delivery  of  the  package  of 
post  notes  in  the  Treasurer's  possession  and  it  was  a  second  time  refused, 
but  I  left  Washington  with  Mr.  Chase's  promise  that  they  should  be 
sent  by  Friday's  mail  to  my  address  here.  They  have  not  yet  come. 
Without  ydur  personal  interference  I  doubt  their  coming.  The  letter, 
credits,  &c.,  taken  from  my  trunk  have  not  reached  me. 
Believe  me,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  S.  SEEEILL. 


Case  of  Charles  EopperL 

Charles  Kopperl,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  was  arrested  in  New  York 
August  17, 1861,  and  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  con- 
veyed to  Fort  Lafayette.  Kopperl  was  charged  with  having  been  in 
the  military  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  The  affidavit 
of  J.  M.  Wardwell,  of  New  York,  who  was  in  Mississippi  in  April,  1861, 
states  that  in  conversation  with  Kopperl  he  learned  that  he  was  then 
engaged  in  raising  a  cavalry  company,  and  that  he  was  captain  thereof. 
The  company  was  for  the  Confederate  service.  He  made  no  secret  of 
the  business  he  was  engaged  upon.  November  1, 1861,  Kopperl  with 
others  was  transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass.  January  30, 
1862,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing 
Colonel  Dimick  to  release  Kopperl  on  his  parole  of  honor  to  return  into 
custody  at  Fort  Warren  within  thirty  days  unless  within  twenty  days 
Hugh  Watson,  who  was  captured  at  Pamlico  Sound,  should  be  released 
by  the  insurrectionary  government  and  sent  within  the  lines  of  the 
U.  S.  forces.  Kopperl  was  accordingly  released  February  4, 1862.— 
From  Record  Booh,  State  Department,  '^'^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^'' 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  17, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York : 

Arrest  Charles  Kopperl,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  now  in  your  city, 
and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  17, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General:  I  have  to  request  that  Charles  Kopperl,  now  in  custody 
in  New  York  cliarged  with  having  been  engaged  among  the  insurgents 
at  the  fight  near  Bull  Eun,  may  be  kept  under  guard  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  August  17,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  Fort  Hamilton,  New  TorTc  Harbor. 
Colonel:  On  intimation  from  a  higher  authority  the  General-in- 
Chief  desires  that    *    *    *    you  keep  under  guard  at  Fort  Lafayette 
Charles  Kopperl,  charged  with  having  been  engaged  among  the  insur- 
gents at  the  fight  near  Bull  Run.    »    »    * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

Neiv  Yorlc,  August  18,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Commanding  at  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  deliver  into  your 
custody  Maj,  Charles  Kopperl,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  for  detention 
at  Fort  Lafayette.  I  have  him  in  charge  and  am  ready  to  deliver  bim 
accordingly. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  October  18,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  that  efforts  are  being  renewed  to  obtain 
the  release  of  Charles  Kopperl,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  who  is  now 
detained  at  Fort  Lafayette  I  take  occasion  to  inclose  to  you  the  afiida- 
vit  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  M.  Wardwell,  who  put  up  at  the  house  of  Maior 
Kopperl  in  April  last  and  was  an  eye-witness  to  what  was  then  going 
on  under  his  supervision. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

[lucloaure.] 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  City  of  New  York,  ss  : 

I,  Jeremiah  M.  Wardwell,  being  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say  as 
follows:  I  was  at  Vaiden,  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  in  April  last,  where  1 
saw  Charles  Kopperl,  who  is  now  as  I  am  informed  detained  in  Fort 
Lafayette.  In  conversation  with  him  I  learned  that  he  was  then 
engaged  in  raising  a  cavalry  company  and  that  he  was  captain  thereof 
The  company  was  for  the  Confederate  service.  He  made  no  secret  o* 
the  business  he  was  engaged  upon. 

JEREMIAH  M.  WARDWELL. 

Sworn  before  me  this  18th  day  of  October,  1861. 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  24, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  and  earnestly  apply  to  you  for  my  release.  I  am 
an  Austrian  by  birth,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
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as  such  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  have  never  taken  any 
other.  I  have  been  for  many  years  a  resident  and  merchant  of  Carroll 
County,  'iliss.,  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of  spending  my  summers  at 
the  North  with  my  family.  My  daughter  has  been  for  some  time  in 
New  York  under  the  medical  charge  of  Doctor  Agnew.  After  direct 
communication  was  cut  off  between  the  United  States  and  the  Confed- 
erate States,  being  very  anxious  to  hear  from  my  daughter  I  went  to 
Louisville  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  her.  I  did  so  by  tel- 
egraph and  upon  the  receipt  of  the  telegraph*  herewith  annexed  I 
proceeded  at  once  to  New  York  where  I  arrived  on  the  13th  of  August 
and  was  soon  after  arrested.  1  assure  you  I  am  a  Union  man,  always 
opposed  to  secession.  I  had  no  other  object  iu  coming  North  than  to 
see  my  daughter.  I  have  never  carried  on  any  political  correspondence 
detrimental  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  have  never 
taken  up  arms  against  the  Government  and  hold  no  commission  and 
no  position  in  the  Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  have  a  large 
property  at  the  South  which  would  certainly  be  confiscated  and  con- 
verted to  the  use  of  the  Confederate  States  did  I  again  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  Upon  this  ground  and  this  alone  I  must  decline  to  take 
such  oath,  but  will  gladly  give  my  parole  on  the  same  terms  as  given 
by  Mr.  Chapin,  of  Mississippi,  who  has  been  released.  I  have  been 
confined  nearly  ten  weeks. 


Yours,  respectfully, 


CHAS.  KOPPEEL. 


413  Beoome  Street,  New  York,  November  25, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  Mr.  Charles  Kopperl,  of  Mississippi,  no  doubt  came 
North  to  look  after  his  daughter — perhaps  with  no  evil  political  designs. 
But  if  I  am  not  misinformed  you  have  in  your  Department  evidence 
that  he  was  connected  with  a  military  corps  at  home,  and  is,  whatever 
may  be  the  pretenses  urged  in  his  behalf,  a  secessionist  only  moderated 
in  tone  by  the  latitude  of  his  present  location.  *  *  * 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


Weedsport,  Caytjga  County,  N.  Y., 

November  35, 1861, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  Prompted  by  those  feelings  which  naturally  arise  when 
our  friends  are  in  trouble  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  in  behalf 
of  my  brother-in-law,  Charles  Kopperl,  of  Carroll  County,  Miss.,  who 
is  now  confined  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  In  the  early  part  of 
August  last  he  was  summoned  from  his  home  to  the  city  of  New  York 
to  visit  and  attend  to  the  wants  of  a  sick,  blind  and  motherless 
daughter  of  fifteen.  After  having  administered  to  her  necessities  his 
arrangements  were  made  for  his  annual  visit  to  the  grave  of  his  wife 
who  was  buried  in  this  village  some  years  since.  But  on  the  eve  of 
his  intended  departure  he  was  arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and 
as  he  assures  me  knew  not  the  precise  charges  preferred  against  him 
except  as  he  saw  the  newspaper  reports  which  he  declares  to  be  false. 
The  story  of  his  being  a  major  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  engaged 

*  Not  found. 
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in  the  battle  at  Bull  Eun  I  know  to  be  untrue.  Since  his  arrest  I  have 
been  in  New  York  and  can  learn  of  no  act  of  his  that  should  brand 
him  with  treason  or  treachery.  My  brother  having  no  friends  at  court 
appeals  to  me  for  that  assistance  which  he  has  a  right  to  demand. 
While  I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  treason  and  traitors  I  am  also  confi- 
dent that  hit.  release  would  work  no  injury  to  our  cause  but  only  serve 
the  ends  of  justice  and  humanity.  I  therefore  earnestly  solicit  his 
freedom. 

I  am,  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  HENDEESON. 


Newaygo,  Mich.,  November  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  From  my  long  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr.  James 
Henderson  and  Mr.  Julius  Henderson,  of  Weedsport,  merchants,  I  take 
pleasure  in  saying  that  implicit  confidence  can  be  placed  in  any  state- 
ment they  or  either  of  them  may  make  of  any  matter  within  their  per- 
sonal knowledge,  and  that  their  loyalty  and  desirt  to  see  rebellion 
suppressed  is  beyond  suspicion. 

From  my  limited  but  agreeable  acquaintance  with  their  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Charles  Kopperl,  I  deeply  sympathize  with  them  and  him  in  his 
unfortunate  position  as  a  prisoner  of  state  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston, 
and  earnestly  desire  that  it  may  be  found  consistent  to  release  him  from 
confinement  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  fealty  to  the  Government.  I 
am  knowing  to  his  having  an  adopted  daughter  at  or  near  New  York, 
sadly  afflicted,  that  should  cause  him  to  come  there.  In  August  last  I 
saw  papers  sent  by  him  fromEichmondgivinginformation  tohis  brothers- 
in-law  of  affairs  there  when  he  was  on  his  way  North  from  Mississippi. 
Beyond  this  and  the  loss  of  his  wife  about  a  year  since  while  on  a  visit 
to  her  relatives  (father  and  sisters)  in  Weedsport  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  anything  bearing  on  his  case,  unless  it  be  that  when 
excited  by  drinking  as  sometimes  occurs  he  is  voluble  and  boastful. 

Commending  an  application  for  his  release  to  favorable  considera- 
tion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  faithfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  COENWELL. 


Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  January  18, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  been  a  prisoner  ever  since  the 
17th  of  August,  1861  (now  over  five  months),  without  having  violated 
any  law  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  State  of  New  York,  where  I  was 
arrested.  My  brother-in-law,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  of  Weedsport, 
N.  Y.,  also  Mr.  Cornwell,  wrote  you  in  my  behalf  some  two  months  ago 
without  apparent  result.  So  many  prisoners  residents  ot  Southern 
States  have  been  released  on  their  parole  that  I  knowing  my  innocence 
daily  anticipated  my  own  release.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  beg 
to  call  your  attention  to  my  case  believing  that  it  would  result  in  my 
enlargement. 

If  you  cannot  grant  this  unconditionally  I  would  give  my  parole  for 
forty-five  days  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Confederate  States  and 
endeavor  to  effect  an  exchange  for  some  one  Federal  prisoner  held  there, 
and  if  unsuccessful  to  return.    I  have  never  held  either  military  or 
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civil  position  in  the  Confederate  States  nor  been  in  any  way  or  manner 
engaged  or  participated  in  tlie  present  unfortunate  strife,  any  report  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Surely  my  longer  confinement  cannot 
benefit  the  Government  nor  serve  the  ends  of  justice,  although  it  is 
greatly  detrimental  to  my  private  interests.  I  therefore  trust  you  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  grant  my  case  your  favorable  consideration,  and 
much  oblige,  with  high  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KOPPEEL, 

Of  Mississippi. 

Office  otf  the  Commissioitek  of  Pxtblic  Buildings, 

Washington  City,  January  30, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  think  it  proper  that  I  should  inclose  to  you  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  Charles  Kopperl,  esq.,  of  Mississippi,  now  a  pris- 
oner at  Fort  Warren,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston.  Also  a  letter  from  the 
same  gentleman  to  A.  T.  C.  Pearson,  esq.,  of  Minnesota,  which  Mr. 
Kopperl  asks  me  to  read  if  Mr.  Pearson  is  not  in  the  city,  and  as  he  is 
not  I  have  read  it. 

I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  as  to  my  duty.  Mr.  Kopperl  I  know  to  be  a 
secessionist  because  I  had  it  from  his  own  lips  in  December  last,  I 
think.  He  is  my  personal  friend,  and  I  would  do  him  any  favor  that 
I  could  consistent  with  my  duty  as  a  loyal  citizen,  and  one  ready  at  any 
moment  to  lay  down  my  life  for  my  country.  Mr.  Kopperl  avers  that 
he  has  committed  no  act  which  will  justify  his  arrest  and  imprisonment. 
I  do  not  know  that  he  has,  but  doubtless  you  had  good  reasons  for  his 
arrest  and  you  have  good  reasons  also  for  holding  him. 

By  reading  his  letters  inclosed  you  will  know  what  his  wishes  are, 
and  if  anything  can  consistently  be  done  for  him  I  shall  be  happy  to 
have  it  done.  I  have  but  little  patience  with  secessionists  and  would 
hold  them  to  a  strict  account,  but  if  I  believed  an  honest  man  had  been 
misled  by  the  arch  fiends  who  plotted  and  are  leading  this  rebellion  I 
would  not  oppress  him  further  than  to  tie  his  hands  against  open  action. 
K  proper  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  anything  can  be  done. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  FEENOH. 

[iBClosnre.) 

Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  January  28, 1862. 
Hon.  B.  B.  French,  Washington,  J).  G. 

Dear  Sir:  Not  knowing  whether  Mr.  Pearson  is  now  in  your  city  I 
take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  the  within  letter  to  you  which  you  will 
oblige  me  by  delivering  to  him  should  he  be  in  Washington.  If  not 
])lease  open  and  read  it,  and  if  you  have  the  disposition  and  the  power 
to  assist  me  as  therein  requested  I  shall  gratefully  appreciate  it. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

CHAS.  KOPPEEL. 

[Snb-inclosare,] 

Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  January  27, 1862. 
A.  T.  C,  Pearson,  Esq.,  Washington,  D.  G. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Ilasthad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Washington 
in  December,  1860.  I  little  thought  then  that  the  next  December  I 
would  be  a  prisoner  at  this  place.    I  write  this  at  a  venture  that  you 
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are  as  above  addressed,  and  therefore  concluded  to  drop  you  a  few  lines. 
I  took  the  liberty  of  addressing  a  letter  to  Mr.  Eice  some  days  ago,  and 
should  this  reach  you  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  do  all  you  can 
and  with  all  whom  yon  can  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  for  me  an 
investigation,  a  trial  or  a  release  with  a  permit  to  return  home.  It 
would  be  a  rather  singular  trial  though  without  the  first  particle  of  a 
violation  of  law  to  base  a  charge  upon. 

But  to  the  point.  In  December,  1860,  my  daughter  who  was  at  a 
school  in  Pennsylvania  near  Norristown  lost  her  eyesight.  Hearing  ol 
it  I  immediately  proceeded  there  and  placed  her  under  proper  medical 
treatment.  On  my  return  home  then  I  met  you  in  W.  Owing  to  the 
interruption  of  the  mails  last  spring  or  summer  I  at  one  time  received 
no  intelligence  from  my  daughter  for  about  three  months*  when  becoming 
uneasy  I  went  to  Louisville,  telegraphed  to  two  parties  in  New  York  and 
received  a  reply  from  one  that  Emma  had  left  the  place  I  [had]  left  her 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  and  for  me  to  come  on  at  once.  I  was 
also  informed  by  several  acquaintances  that  there  was  not  the  least  dif- 
ficulty or  danger  of  arrest  for  me  in  visiting  the  North,  &c.  So  I  did 
at  once  proceed,  leaving  Louisville  Sunday,  11th  of  August,  arriving  in 
New  York  on  the  13th.  I  found  my  daughter  much  improved  and  with  a 
kind  family.  I  made  my  arrangements  to  place  her  at  a  school  near  New 
York  (where  she  now  is)  and  should  have  left  Friday  but  was  persuaded 
to  remain  over  Sunday  by  friends.  On  Saturday  morning  I  was  arrested 
by  the  police  and  Sunday  morning  I  was  by  telegraph  order  of  Mr. 
Seward  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette— and  here  I  am  now. 

I  know  not  the  charges  against  me  except  the  nonsensical  newspaper 
reports  that  I  was  or  had  said  I  was  an  oflBcer  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
&c.,  all  of  which  I  need  not  tell  you  has  not  the  least  foundation  in 
truth.  I  held  no  office  of  any  kind  in  the  Confederate  States  nor  took 
any  part  in  the  present  unfortunate  difficulties  and  strife.  My  arrest 
was  I  feel  confident  the  result  of  malice  of  an  individual  whom  you 
perhaps  know,  and  having  no  friends  at  court  to  exercise  the  influence 
which  effected  the  release  of  others  from  the  South  I  was  overlooked 
and  my  case  forgotten  or  at  least  uncared  for.  'Tis  true  my  brother- 
in-law  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  another  gentleman  there  well 
acquainted  with  and  a  political  friend  of  Mr.  Seward,  addressed  him 
in  my  behalf  some  two  months  ago,  and  besides  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ludlow, 
of  New  York,  who  visited  Fort  Lafayette  several  times,  promised  to 
obtain  my  release  (upon  parole  not  to  return  South  without  a  permit, 
&c.;  as  soon  as  he  visited  Washington  as  he  confessed  there  was  no 
case  against  me  (all  for  a  consideration).  But  Mr.  Seward  soon  after 
disowning  Mr.  L.  I  am  minus  my  release  as  well  as  consideration. 

I  need  not  say  what  my  ideas  are  that  all  those  who  actually  bore 
arms  against  the  United  States,  &c.,  are  released  and  civilians  from 
the  Confederate  States,  bearers  of  dispatches,  &c.,  are  also  released 
through  the  exertions  of  friends  or  counsel,  yet  I  who  committed  no 
wrong,  violated  no  law,  have  been  imprisoned  now  nearly  six  months 
and  still  there  seems  to  be  no  remedy. 

I  will  not  dilate  or  extend  my  remarks  or  ideas  of  such  a  policy. 
Presuming  upon  an  introduction  by  you  to  Mr.  Eice  I  took  the  liberty 
of  requesting  his  services  in  my  behalf.  As  yet  I  have  received  no 
reply.  I  requested  him  to  obtain  my  release,  and  if  it  cannot  be 
granted  unconditionally  to  obtain  it  on  my  parole  for  forty-five  or  fifty 
days  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  Confederate  States  and  endeavor 
to  obtain  an  exchange  for  some  one  held  there  as  a  prisoner  and  if 
unsuccessful  to  return,  &c.    I  have  not  heard  from  home  since  I  left 
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there  which  renders  me  quite  uneasy.  The  day  of  my  arrest  I  tele- 
graphed to  B,  B.  French,  esq.,  asking  his  assistance.  I  received  a 
reply  as  follows:  "Your  dispatch  received.    I  can  do  nothing  for  yon." 

Still  you  may  if  you  think  best  speak  to  him  about  this.  Please 
write  me  on  receipt  of  this,  and  if  you  can  render  me  any  aid  I  need 
not  tell  you  that  it  will  be  duly  appreciated.  I  am  more  than  willing 
to  have  a  trial  on  any  charges  that  can  be  brought  against  me.  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  the  trouble  I  thus  give  you  which  I  claim  on  the  score 
of  my  situation,  &c. 

Hoping  soon  to  hear  from  you,  I  am,  with  best  wishes  and  regard, 
your  friend, 

CHAS.  KOPPEEL. 


Washington,  January  29, 1862. 
Hon.  Assistant  Seoeetaet  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  wish  to  procure  an  exchange  for  my  brother,  Hugh  Watson. 
He  was  captured  on  the  Fanny  in  Pamlico  Sound,  N.  C,  near  four 
months  ago.  He  wias  acting  as  sutler  to  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Eeg- 
iment  Foot  Volunteers.  I  simply  want  the  release  of  a  state  (Confed- 
erate) prisoner  on  a  parole  to  exchange  himself  for  my  brother,  a 
prisoner  of  like  position,  if  one  can  be  found,  or  a  non-combatant  that 
you  will  release. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  S.  WATSON. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  30, 1862. 
Ool.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  If  you  believe  that  Mr.  Charles  Kopperl,  a  prisoner  con- 
fined at  Fort  Warren,  would  observe  his  obligations  you  may  release 
him  from  custody  on  his  giving  his  parole  of  honor  that  he  will  return 
and  surrender  himself  to  you  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  his 
release  unless  within  the  period  of  twenty  days  Mr.  Hugh  Watson,  who 
was  captured  on  the  Fanny  in  Pamlico  Sound  about  October  1, 1861, 
shall  be  unconditionally  released  from  the  confinement  in  which  he  is 
now  held  by  the  insurgents  and  sent  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S. 
forces,  and  that  meanwhile  he  (Kopperl)  will  not  do  any  act  hostile  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  give  any  information  calculated 
to  aid  the  insurgents.  You  will  please  fill  up  the  inclosed  passport 
giving  as  accurate  a  description  of  Mr.  Kopperl  as  possible  and  after  he 
shall  have  signed  it  deliver  it  to  him  and  send  a  copy  of  the  description 
to  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  30, 1862. 

W.  S.  Watson,  Esq.,   . 

Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  instant  has  been  received.  In  reply  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  an  order  of  this  date  has  been  issued  to  Col. 
Justin  Dimick  at  Port  Warren,  Boston,  directing  him  to  release  Mr. 
Charles  Kopperl  upon  his  parole  of  honor  to  return  and  sorrender 
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himself  within  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  his  release  [unless]  your 
brother,  Mr.  Hugh  Watson,  shall  be  unconditionally  released  by  the 
insurgents. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Senate  Chamber,  Washington,  February  3,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  refer  the  infolded  letters.  I  have  no  recollection 
of  ever  having  met  the  writer. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  M.  fllCE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Warren,  Mass.,  January  IS,  1862. 
Hon.  H.  M.  EiCE,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Presuming  upon  an  introdu<!tion  to  you  in  December, 
1860,  by  my  friend  Mr.  Pearson,  of  Minnesota,  and  appreciating  your 
character  as  a  gentleman  and  a  statesman  I  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
ing you  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  your  kind  offices  in  my  behalf, 
which  cannot  be  I  feel  sure  inconsistent  with  your  duties  as  a  Senator 
and  a  citizen  but  the  contrary. 

1  will  briefly  state  that  I  visited  New  York  on  the  13th  of  August  last 
to  see  my  daughter  who  had  been  under  medical  treatment  there  for 
over  eight  months  and  from  whom  I  had  not  heard  in  three  months. 
On  the  17th  of  August  I  was  arrested,  and  on  the  18th  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  since  which 
time  (now  over  five  months)  1  have  been  a  prisoner.  I  know  not  the 
charges  against  me  except  the  newspaper  reports  of  that  day  that  I 
was  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army  and  had  been  at  the  battle  of  Bull 
Eun,  &c.  I  will  simply  state  that  I  have  in  no  way  or  shape  borne 
arms  or  held  office  civil  or  military  in  said  Confederate  States ;  never 
saw  a  battle,  nor  have  I  in  any  way  taken  ijart  in  this  unfortunate  civil 
strife.  Had  I  been  as  alleged  I  would  probably  have  been  ere  now  dis- 
charged on  parole  or  exchanged  as  so  many  other  prisoners  (officers) 
have  been. 

It  does  seem  strange  that  those  who  were  taken  in  arms  are  more 
favored  than  one  like  myself  who  committed  no  act  in  violation  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States.  Other  prisoners  from  the  Southern  States 
were  released  long  since  on  parole.  Among  those  were  Mr.  Mure,  of 
South  Carolina,  Mr.  Chapin,  of  Mississii)pi,  and  others,  none  certainly 
more  innocent  than  myself  but  probably  their  friends  had  more  influ- 
ence than  mine  or  their  counsel  effected  their  enlargement.  -  None  were 
ever  tried  upon  any  charges  but  were  released  by  order  of  Mr.  Seward. 
Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  obtain  for  me  that  justice  which  is  due  and 
aid  me  in  obtaining  an  investigation  and  my  enlargement,  and  if  it 
cannot  be  granted  unconditionally  (as  it  ought  to  be)  I  am  willing  to 
give  my  parole  for  forty-flve  or  fifty  days  to  vis.it  the  Confederate  States 
to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  release  of  some  one  Federal  prisoner  held 
there,  and  if  unsuccessful  I  will  return.  That  I  have  not  the  position 
Mr.  Faulkner  has  or  the  status  the  released  officers  had  who  have  been 
thus  released  should  not  work  to  my  injury  and  deprive  me  of  the  same 
privileges.    It  certainly  cannot  be  that  1  am  retained  a  prisoner  for  so 
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long  a  period  (greatly  to  the  detriment  of  my  private  interests  and 
personal  comfort)  simply  because  T  am  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. This  I  take  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  bearing  and  posi- 
tion assumed  by  the  Government.  My  continued  imprisonment  cannot 
benetit  the  Government  uor  serve  the  ends  of  justice  nor  can  my 
release  inflict  an  injury. 

I  pray  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  thus  troubling  you  and 
hope  you  will  grant  my  request  on  the  score  of  justice  and  humanity  if 
on  no  other.  I  also  take  the  liberty  of  inclosing  a  letter*  which  you 
will  oblige  me  by  delivering  to  Mr.  Secretary  Seward  as  I  doubt  his 
seeing  all  sent  him.  This  is  the  first  I  have  addressed  to  any  one  in 
authority.  My  brother-in-law  and  others,  neighbors  and  old  political 
friends  of  JNIr.  Seward,  have  written  him  in  iny  behalf,  and  without  as 
far  as  I  know  any  result.     I  hope  you  will  favor  me  also  with  a  reply. 

I  am,  with  high  consideration,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

CHAS.  KOPPEEL. 


Released t  February  4,  1862,  to  be  exchanged  for  Hugh  Watson. 


Fort  "Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  February  4, 1862. 
I,  Charles  Kopperl,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Warren,  do  pledge  my  word  of 
honor  that  I  will  proceed  without  any  unreasonable  delay  to  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Va.,  and  thence  by  flag  of  truce  to  Norfolk,  and  that  1  will  do  no  act 
hostile  to  the  United  States  or  convey  any  correspondence  or  informa- 
tion beneficial  to  the  insurgents,  and  that  I  will  return  and  surrender 
myself  to  the  commanding  ofBcer  at  Fort  Warren  at  the  expiration  of 
thirty  days  unless  within  twenty  days  Mr.  Hugh  Watson,  who  was  cap- 
tured in  the  Fanny  in  Pamlico  Sound,  shall  be  unconditionally  released 
and  sent  within  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  forces,  in  which  event  I  may  con- 
sider myself  discharged  from  my  parole. 

CHAELES  KOPPEEL. 


Case  of  the  National  Zeitung  Newspaper. 

No.  8  Sixth  Street,  New  York,  August  17, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  Secretary  of  State,  Washington : 

The  undersigned,  adopted  citizen  of  the  United  States,  feels  himself 
called  upon  to  guard  German  honor  and  to  call  to  the  attention  of  your 
excellency  that  for  three  weeks  there  has  been  in  this  city  a  German 
newspaper  called  the  National  Zeitung  which  is  in  its  tendencies  abso 
lutely  secessionist,  and  handles  the  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
generally  all  Union  interests  in  the  most  accursed  manner.  It  is  high 
time  we  should  make  an  end  of  such  a  nuisance,  and  I  hope  your  excel- 
lency will  have  leisure  to  look  over  these  lines  and  be  convinced  of 
their  justice. 

With  most  respectful  esteem, 

JOHN  B.  EAEFLE. 


*Not  found,  but  seo  Kopperl  to  Seward,  .Tauuary  18,  1862,  p.  488. 
t  This  is  an  entry  in  Colonel  Dimick's  record  book  at  Fort  Warren,  and  is  the  only 
record  found  of  Kopperl's  final  release. — CoMriLER. 
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XJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Soxtthern  Dist.  of  New  York, 

September  9, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Esq. 

Sir  :  Tour  favor  of  the  6th  instant  is  received,  and  in  answer  have 
only  to  say  that  my  attention  has  already  been  called  to  the  Staats 
Zeitung  and  its  editor,  but  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  arrest  the  par- 
ties in  question.  Should  anything  appear  in  the  paper  hereafter  to 
warrant  the  editor's  arrest  and  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette  I  will  do 
it  and  telegraph  you  immediately. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

EGBERT  MUERAY, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 


Office  of  the  Sttpt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  September  10, 1861, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  two  more  copies  of  the  National  Zeitnng,  Nos.  6 
and  7.  I  am  informed  they  contain  matter  more  objectionable  than 
either  of  their  predecessors.  Any  order  you  desire  to  have  executed  I 
am  ready  to  attend  to.  This  paper  I  informed  you  before  is  published 
by  an  association  and  edited  by  a  committee.  I  think  I  furnished  you* 
the  names  of  the  editors  before. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


New  York,  September  10, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning  the  mail  facilities  were  withdrawn  from  the 
New  York  Staats  Zeitung.  The  undersigned  thereupon  solicited  an 
interview  with  the  postmaster,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was  apprised 
that  such  course  against  his  paper  had  been  recommended  by  your 
honor  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  on  further  inquiry  the  undersigned 
learned  that  a  certain  G.  H.  Paulsen,  jr.,  recently  a  resident  of 
Westchester  County,  an  unknown  and  irresponsible  individual,  had 
taken  it  upon  himself  to  act  the  denunciator  of  the  Staats  Zeitung 
before  the  Department  of  State,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  same 
individual  being  used  no  doubt  as  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  others  has 
been  instrumental  in  performing  the  same  dirty  office  before  the  grand 
jury  of  Westchester  County  which  has  proscribed  among  other  papers 
the  Staats  Zeitung  as  a  print  that  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 

Before  proceeding  to  convince  you  conclusively  of  the  utter  baseless- 
ness of  the  charges  against  the  Staats  Zeitung  and  of  the  injustice  of 
the  persecution  leveled  at  it,  inadvertently  as  I  trust,  I  must  state 
that  we  at  once  ascertained  that  the  incriminating  slips  contained  in 
Mr.  Paulsen's  letter  and  said  by  him  to  have  appeared  in  my  paper  and 
forming  the  basis  of  the  denunciation  against  me  had  been  taken  from 
the  National  Zeitung,  a  German  weekly  started  some  three  months  ago 
in  opposition  to  the  Staats  Zeitung  to  counteract  our  influence,  and 
falsely  substituted  as  the  product  of  the  Staats  Zeitung,  should  at  once 
dispel  every  possible  cause  for  the  course  adopted  against  my  estab- 
lishment so  far  as  the  evidence  of  the  said  Paulsen  is  concerned. 

*  See  Kennedy  to  Seward,  September  14,  p.  496,  for  the  names  of  the  editors  of  the 
National  Zeitung  newspaper. 
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As  to  the  position  of  the  Staats  Zeituug  I  take  leave  further  to  refer 
to  the  annexed  copy  from  my  to-day's  issue  which  will  furnish  your 
honor  a  general  outline  of  the  policy  and  course  maintained  in  my 
paper.  Far  from  encouraging  the  enemy  of  the  National  Government 
or  from  opposing  the  most  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  or  from 
dissuading  of  the  enlistment  of  volunteers  or  doing  anything  likely  to 
embarrass  or  to  paralyze  the  action  of  the  Government,  the  very  con- 
trary has  been  the  aim  of  the  Staats  Zeitung;  for  even  among  its 
warmest  adherents  the  Government  has  not  had  a  more  upright  and 
candid  supporter,  disagreeing  though  we  were  from  the  political  prin- 
ciples maintained  by  the  party  which  placed  the  present  Administration 
in  power. 

The  prosecution  of  the  Staats  Zeitung  is  the  more  mortifying  to  its 
proprietor  and  his  assistants  and  friends  as  it  emanates  from  a  Depart- 
ment the  head  of  which  has  on  many  occasions  since  the  commence- 
ment of  our  national  troubles  been  the  special  object  of  a  vigorous  and 
impartial  defense  against  the  unceasing  and  virulent  attacks  of  those 
who  labored  to  embark  the  Government  in  an  abolition  war,  and  have 
consistently  denounced  the  conservative  policy  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  What  the  character  of  the  opposition  of  the  Staats  Zeitung 
has  been,  and  how  far  the  legitimate  and  as  I  presume  under  all  cir- 
cumstances judicial  use  of  the  right  to  oppose  distinct  measures  of  the 
Administration  went,  can  be  easily  made  apparent  from  a  more  just 
position  of  the  seemingly  most  obnoxious  expressions  of  the  Staats 
Zeitung  with  others  from  the  Tribune,  Democrat,  Abendzeitung  and  a 
host  of  other  Republican  papers  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  If  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  State  wants  to  be  enlightened  on  that  subject 
we  are  ready  to  furnish  the  proof.  I  dare  say  that  we  have  yielded 
everything,  have  sacrificed  opinions  and  convictions  for  the  sake  of  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  Government.  We  can  do  no  more. 
If  it  had  happened  that  we  had  been  on  the  Republican  side  in  the  last 
election  we  are  certain  of  having  been  accused  by  prints  as  those 
before  named  of  sycophancy  and  sneakingness  toward  the  Govern- 
ment. 

There  has  never  been  a  more  wanton  and  more  malicious  denunci- 
ation than  that  of  which  I  am  the  victim,  and  do  complain  before  your 
honor.  If  any  further  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  representations  should 
be  required  by  your  Department  I  hope  your  honor  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  advise  me  of  such  fact.  The  maintenance  of  the  Union,  of  the 
Constitution,  of  the  Government,  at  any  and  every  price  and  sacrifice — 
that  is  my  aim  and  my  end. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  regard,  respectfully,  yours, 

OSWALD  OTTENDORFBR. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  12, 1861. 

John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorh. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  note  of  the  10th  respecting  the  National  Zeitung. 
In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Murray,  the  marshal,  and  other  friends 
are  of  opinion  that  at  present  proceedings  against  that  paper  would  not 
be  advisable.  If,  however,  upon  consultation  with  Mr.  Murray  you  both 
should  reach  a  different  conclusion  your  report  upon  the  subject  would 
b(B  duly  considered. 

I  am,  sir,  youi'  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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Post-Officb  Department,  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  notes  of 
the  12th  and  14th  instant  and  to  inform  you  that  on  the  day  of  the 
receipt  of  your  first  note  an  order  was  made  excluding  the  National 
Zeitung  from  the  mails  and  the  postmaster  of  New  York  instructed  to 
execute  the  order.  The  circulation  through  the  mails  of  the  Staats 
Zeitung  has  not  been  prohibited. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  KASSON, 
Acting  Postmaster- General. 


Office  of  the  Supt,  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

Hew  Yoric,  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  think  you  either  have  misunderstood  me  or  Marshal 
Murray  in  relation  to  the  proper  way  of  dealing  with  newspapers.  We 
entirely  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  seizure  of  a  printing  office  or  of 
the  papers  printed  is  not  the  best  way  of  correcting  the  evil;  that 
under  present  circumstances  the  only  sure  way  is  to  ])ut  the  editors 
and  publishers  out  of  harm's  way.  I  have  consulted  with  Mr.  Murray 
to-day  and  these  continue  to  be  his  views. 

The  only  paper  here  now  that  continues  rabid  is  the  National  Zei- 
tung. The  Journal  of  Commerce  is  hardly  respectable  in  its  opposition. 
The  Daily  News  has  been  every  day  becoming  more  and  more  insiind 
and  this  morning  it  closed  doors  with  a  notice  posted  up  that  the  pub 
lication  of  the  paper  was  suspended  until  the  freedom  of  the  press  was 
restored.  I  clip  from  the  paper  Mr.  Wood's  formal  announcement  of 
the  suspension  lest  you  may  not  otherwise  get  it.  The  Staats  Zeitung 
is  not  so  fierce  since  the  action  of  the  grand  jury  of  Westchester  County. 
But  the  National  Zeitung  is  reported  to  me  as  having  increased  its 
virulence.  In  mine  of  August  19*  and  10th  instant  I  have  referred  to 
the  manner  in  which  this  paper  is  gotten  up;  that  there  is  an  associa- 
tion nominally  of  German  Democrats  of  which  George  Keuster  is 
president,  Eittig  secretary  and  Joseph  Fickler  is  treasurer.  They 
meet  weekly  or  oftener  and  have  a  committee  to  manage  the  paper. 
O.  Bengue  is  chief  editor  assisted  by  numerous  writers  of  whom  A. 
Eichoff,  Dr.  William  Schirmer  (coroner)  and  M.  Gross  are  a  part.  The 
business  of  the  concern  is  managed  by  two  persons  named  Hepke  and 
Korn.  Now  the  arrest  of  one  of  the  most  active  of  these  men  would 
lead  to  a  modification  in  its  tonS  or  to  a  suspension  after  the  manner  of 
the  News.  If  you  think  it  best  to  try  I  will  notify  you  of  the  one  whom 
it  would  be  most  useful  to  take. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  17, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th,  relative  to  the 
National  Zeitung  and  M.  C.  Stanley.    In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  if 

*  Not  found. 
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you  will  furnish  me  with  the  names  of  one  or  two  persons  whose  arrest 
wonld  be  likely  to  produce  a  proper  effect  upon  the  course  of  that 
paper  I  will  communicate  a  decision  upon  the  subject.    *    «    * 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Office  op  the  Supt.  op  the  Meteopolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlc,  September  22, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  returning  on  Thursday  I  found  yours  of  37th  on  my  table. 
I  have  already  sent  you  the  number  of  the  National  Zeitung  of  the 
Saturday  previous  which  was  forwarded  to  me  in  Baltimore,  and  by  it 
you  may  perceive  that  no  change  has  taken  place  in  its  character. 
The  number  issued  yesterday  has  not  yet  reached  me,  but  I  will  have 
it  to-day  and  forward  it.  The  chief  editor  of  the  National  Zeitung  is 
O.  Bengue,  and  probably  his  arrest  would  be  sufficient  for  the  whole; 
if  it  would  not  I  will  give  you  the  names  of  some  of  the  committee  of 
management  who  are  most  active  in  furnishing  editorial  matter  for  it. 
The  other  German  papers  are  now  nearly  right.  The  Staats  Zeitung 
has  turned  over  since  the  Westchester  presentment  and  is  advocating 
Mr.  Lincoln  on  the  point  at  issue  with  General  Fremont.  The  other 
German  papers  sustain  Pr^monfs  side. 
Truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

SwperintenAent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  24, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  22d  relative  to  the  National  Zeitung  has  been 
received  and  I  will  wait  for  the  receipt  of  the  additional  paper  mentioned 
by  you  before  taking  further  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  September  29, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  National  Zeitung  I  have  to  say  that  I  posted 
a  copy  of  the  issue  of  2l8t  instant  at  the  same  time  my  letter  of  22d 
was  posted.  Yesterday  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  that  day's  issue.  I  find 
it  in  no  manner  disposed  to  slacken  its  virulence.  The  number  of  yes- 
terday is  in  some  respects  more  hurtful  than  any  of  its  predecessors. 
But  you  can  judge  of  that  by  a  perusal  better  than  I  can  inform  you, 
receiving  as  I  do  the  translation  from  highly  excited  Germans  who 
desire  the  whole  committee  of  publication  to  be  hanged.  It  appears  to 
me,  however,  that  the  arrest  is  called  for  of  O.  Bengue,  the  editor  in 
chief,  and  Hepke  or  Korn,  the  business  men  of  the  concern,  and  one  other 
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man  whose  name  I  am  not  sure  I  have  correctly  but  who  goes  around 
Brooklyn  with  a  copy  of  the  paper  in  his  hand  extolling  the  articles  in 
it  and  confidentially  informing  those  he  supposes  sympathize  with  him 
that  such  and  such  an  article  in  it  is  from  his  pen.  He  is  a  physician  in 
Brooklyn.  The  arrest  of  three  such  men  would  satisfy  to  some  extent 
the  wishes  of  the  loyal  German  population  and  may  lead  to  an  immediate 
suspension  of  publication. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  October  6, 1861. 
F.  W.  Sewaed,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  by  mail  to-day  the  eleventh  number  of  the 
National  Zeitung.  It  does  not  flag  in  its  course.  I  also  send  you  an 
old  number  (July  20)  of  the  London  Standard  *  containing  a  letter  of 
Manhattan  dated  July  6,  and  which  has  a  dialogue  in  it  that  may 
amuse  you  if  you  have  any  time  just  now  for  a  quiet  smile.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  converse  between  you  and  the  captain  the  article  is  not 
calculated  to  do  harm.  On  the  contrary,  in  reference  to  the  slavery 
question  it  is  very  well  calculated  to  inform  the  world  in  advance  what 
this  war  is  coming  to.  His  reference  to  Fremont  is  prophetic,  espe- 
cially so  when  you  look  at  the  date  of  his  letter.  I  don't  think  Fremont 
had  then  arrived  from  Europe.  I  know  he  did  not  go  West  until  after 
the  Bull  Eun  affair  for  I  saw  him  in  Philadelphia  on  July  22,  and 
there  is  no  personal  acquaintanceship  between  him  and  Manhattan. 

Want  of  health  has  kept  me  from  my  ofllce  for  a  day  or  two,  so  that 
I  could  not  until  to-day  send  for  Mr.  Scoville  to  let  him  have  the  benefit 
of  the  explanation  in  the  letter  of  your  father  relative  to  his  letter. 
He  tells  me  he  sent  the  letter  on  Spanish  affairs  to  you.  While  con- 
versing with  him  to-day  he  showed  me  a  letter  from  the  committee  of 
publication  of  the  Herald  and  Standard  which  i  regard  of  some  impor- 
tance. It  announced  to  him  that  the  committee  had  determined  to 
allow  him  £2  for  each  of  the  letters  they  had  received,  and  would 
allow  him  £3  each  for  all  in  future.  It  also  requests  him  to  furnish 
them  with  leaders  on  American  affairs,  for  which  they  are  ready  to 
pay  liberally.  Is  it  not  worth  while  for  him  to  have  help  in  pre- 
paring leaders?  At  any  rate  would  it  not  be  well  to  take  some 
trouble  and  assume  some  expense  in  order  to  have  control  of  such  arti- 
cles in  two  London  papers?  Mr.  Weed  is  not  in  town  to-day  or  I 
would  lay  the  subject  before  him.  Therefore  I  write  you  that  something 
may  be  done  early. 

In  case  the  National  Zeitung  contains  anything  worthy  of  making  it 
an  object  worthy  of  being  struck  at  the  two  principal  parties  are  O. 
Bengue  and  William  Arming.    The  latter  is  the  Brooklyn  man  alluded 
to  in  my  last  to  your  father  relative  to  this  paper. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

*  Not  found. 
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Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  October  19, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  SewAED,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiK :  I  have  sent  you  one  copy  of  every  issue  of  the  National  Zeitung 
with  a  single  exception.    I  infer  you  have  not  received  them  from  what 
I  learned  of  the  fate  of  other  papers  sent  to  your  ofQce.    I  therefore 
notify  you  that  the  Zeitung  of  this  day  is  posted  with  this  letter. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


[Xranslation  of  parts  of  the  National  Zeitang,  October  19.] 
THE   CONFEDERATE   STATES  AND  ENGLAND  AND  FRANCE. 

Various  circumstances  assure  that  the  recognition  of  the  Confederate 
States  by  England  and  France  is  already  as  good  as  settled.  The  free- 
ing of  Missouri  from  the  Northern  force,  or  anything  favorable  to  the 
Confederates  indicating  power  to  sustain  themselves,  would  without 
question  cause  the  blow  to  be  struck.  All  ready  for  the  occasion  are 
Young,  Boss,  Butler,  &c.,  and  two  regular  envoys,  Slidell  and  Mason, 
gone  to  Europe.  *  *  •  They  have  run  the  (paper)  blockade.  *  *  * 
Some  Lincolnite  war  vessels  have  been  sent  after  them  from  New 
York.  *  *  •  Their  capture  would  not  alter  things  at  all.  »  *  * 
France  and  England  and  the  Confederate  States  are  doubtless  agreed 
that  the  latter  should  send  properly  authorized  envoys.  *  *  *  It 
happens  that  about  the  same  time  Sir  J.  Ferguson,  of  the  English 
Parliament,  appears  at  Bichmond  with  letters  to  Jeff.  Davis,  &c.,  and 
indicates  him  to  be  the  bearer  of  important  dispatches.  *  »  •  The 
cabinet  shares  the  suspicion  (of  this  understanding)  and  in  its  waver- 
ing malignity  or  blindness  believes  it  should  make  preparation  for  war 
with  those  powers.  Seward's  sudden  circular  *  *  *  enlightens  us 
on  this  point.  It  is  possible  many  simple-minded  citizens  would  ask. 
Would  the  Government  undertake  at  the  same  time  war  with  England, 
France  and  the  Confederates?  Is  it  possible  a  Government  chosen  by 
the  people  would  plunge  that  people  into  utter  and  absolute  ruin!  It 
can  only  be  answered.  The  Government  we  now  have  is  capable  of 
anything. 

A  DREADFUL  ILLUSTRATION. 

The  London  Times  sets  forth  the  condition  of  Mexico:  "The  Eepub- 
lic  in  fact  no  longer  exists."  The  Zeitung  remarks :  "  The  whole  course 
and  declared  purposes  of  the  abolitionists  indicate  that  they,  if  their 
rebellion  succeeds,  intend  a  like  fate  for  this  people.  Is  it  yet  too  late 
to  put  a  stop  to  this?" 

BUT  HOW? 

Taking  a  distinction  as  to  quarrels  in  the  German  and  Swiss  Confed- 
eracies as  quarrels  of  princes  and  not  of  the  people,  the  Zeitung 
remarks : 

"  Who  has  eyes  must  see  that  our  calamity,  this  satanic  civil  war, 
springs  from  the  unholy  intermeddling  of  the  Northern  abolitionists 
with  the  relations  of  slavery  which  pertain  exclusively  to  the  South, 
and  which  they  cannot  forego  but  with  which  the  North  has  no  more 
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to  do  than  with  Bnssian  Laplanders.  The  Government  in  the  North 
instead  of  setting  a  limit  and  term  in  place  and  time  to  this  infamous 
spontaneous  assumption  has  much  the  more  inclined  to  the  abolition 
movement  and  increased  the  difficulty  and  stirred  the  people  to  carry 
this  assumption  with  the  sword  into  the  Southern  States.  This  must 
lead  to  permanent  separation — at  least  make  a  thorough  reunion  more 
difficult.  *  *  *n  (Here  comes  another  contrast  with  Germany.) 
"  How  is  it  here?  The  abolitionist  whether  plain  citizen  or  office-holder, 
priest  or  soldier  follows  the  party  movement,  its  intrigues  and  gains. 
Beyond  that  he  takes  no  interest;  for  that  he  raves  against  the  South 
and  tries  to  carry  out  his  party's  schemes.  *  *  »  No  counter  move- 
ment is  got  up  at  the  North  against  this  abolitionism  to  quiet  its  raAings, 
therefore  it  is  folly  to  think  of  the  preservation  of  the  Confederation 
(Union).  The  Union  admits  no  separate  independent  State  govern- 
ment interests,  or  in  other  words  is  not  made  by  the  States  but  by  the 
people,  and  even  therefore  must  fall  to  pieces  when  the  people  will. 
This  is  done  by  war.  To  coerce  a  confederacy  of  free  States  by  force 
of  arms — impossible ! "  Suggests,  "  The  President  should  gather  a  gen- 
eral convention  at  Indianapolis,  but  the  Northern  abolition  element 
must  be  shut  out.  The  South  will  never  endure  it  and  will  not  endure 
the  Northern  people  until  they  stand  aloof  from  it." 

WITHOUT   DISTINCTION  OP  PARTY. 

The  Union  organization  of  New  York  called  by  its  right  name  would 
be  nothing  more  than  an  association  for  obtaining  votes  under  false 
pretenses.  The  false  pretense  is  that  no  party  distinction  will  be  rec- 
ognized in  future. 


The  demoralizing  influx  of  lukewarmness,  the  corrupting  influence 
of  indecision  upon  political  affairs  shows  nowhere  more  plainly  than 
in  the  present  course  of  North  American  entanglements.  The  final 
solution  thereof  would  have  occurred  long  since  had  not  the  flocks 
of  political  hybrids  everywhere  interposed  objections.  The  abolition 
terrorism  would  long  since  have  reached  the  height  to  which  it  tended 
and  from  which  it  must  have  fallen  back  if  the  deserters  from  the 
National  party  which  had  joined  it  had  not  hung  on  with  leaden  weight. 
The  National  party  would  long  since  have  worked  out  a  reconstruction 
if  the  hybrids  who  rendered  its  measures  nugatory  had  been  got  rid  of. 


Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  October  23, 1861. 
Hon.  Montgomery  Blair,  Postmaster-General. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  laid  before  this  Department  in  riegard  to 
the  disloyalty  of  the  National  Zeitung,  a  journal  published  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  the  improper  influence  exercised  by  it.  The  evi- 
dence is  of  so  conclusive  a  character  that  I  hereby  recommend  that  the 
circulation  of  the  journal  in  question  in  the  mails  of  the  United  States 
may  be  prohibited. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Post-Offioe  Department,  October  28, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  and  to  inform  you  that  the 
National  Zeitung,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  excluded  from  the  mails 
by  an  order  of  the  department  under  date  of  12th  of  September  last  on 
the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  believed 
the  order  has  been  faithfully  carried  out  by  the  New  York  postmaster, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ST,  JOHN  B.  L.  SKINNBE, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

N^ew  Tork,  January  13, 1862. 
F,  W,  Seward,  Esq,,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  copies  of  the  three  last  numbers  of  the 
National  Zeitung.  This  publication  is  represented  to  me  as  becoming 
more  and  more  belligerent.  However,  it  is  well  you  should  have  these 
numbers  examined  and  determine  what  coarse  is  best  to  take  in  order 
to  core  its  insanity. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


New  Tore,  Jamuary  2i,  1862. 
His  Excellency  W.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 
Excellence  :  I  take  the  favor  to  inform  you  that  in  the  city  of  New 
York  is  published  a  paper — under  the  name  New-Yorker  Journal,  a 
paper  which  has  much  circulation  and  in  consequence  of  it  a  great 
influence  as  it  is  published  every  day,  Sundays  excepted.  This  New- 
Yorker  Journal  is  a  thorough-paced  secession  paper,  and  nnloyal  to  the 
highest  degree  to  this  present  Government,  in  witness  whereof  I  inclose 
an  exemplar  of  it  for  the  better  information  of  [your]  excellence. 

With  consideration  of  the  highest  regard,  1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

C.  F,  SPmA. 

[Inclosnre.— Translation  of  extracts  from  New-Yco'ker  Journal,  January  24, 18S2.] 

[No,  1.] 

We  live  in  a  period  of  the  highest  political  excitement.  Opinion,  the 
holy  living  fire  to  which  man  owes  his  God-like  qualities,  is  again 
degraded  to  a  dumb  idol  co  be  used  for  human  sacrifice,  and  the  posi- 
tion for  the  freest  development  of  civilized  culture  is  trampled  by 
political  cannibalism. 

[No,  2.] 

No  compromise  with  the  negro  party.  This  alone  can  be  the  basis  of 
a  successful  effort  to  bring  about  a  reconstruction  of  the  Union.  No 
compromise  with  a  party  which  under  any  circumstances  would  tread 
the  white  man's  rights  under  foot.  Away  with  a  party  which  would 
ofier  these  rights  to  the  imaginary  claims  of  the  negro. 
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[No.  3.] 

The  great  delusion  of  the  moment  consists  in  this  that  we  of  the 
North  idly  think  we  have  nothing  more  important  to  do  than  to  bring 
back  the  seceding  Confederates  into  the  Union,  whilst  in  truth  we  have 
to  watch  over,  first,  personal  liberty:  second,  the  supremacy  of  our  own 
race  throughout  the  continent;  third,  the  welfare  of  millions  of  all  races. 

[No.  4.] 

The  question  lies  between  civilization  and  barbarism — growth — flour- 
ishing prosperity — happiness  through  upholding  the  laws  of  nature  or 
degradation,  and  chaotic  desolation  through  contending  against  them. 

[No.  6.] 

That  such  contest  is  no  child's  play  is  shown  by  the  gigantic  dimen- 
sions which  such  conflicts  have  assumed  in  earlier  centuries.  Those 
who  take  part  therein  on  the  side  of  civilization  must  be  ready  with 
steady  decision  and  moral  courage  to  appear  on  the  field  of  conflict. 

[No.  6.] 

The  melancholy  condition  of  public  affairs  arises  from  this,  in  the 
North  these  matters  are  looked  at  on  one  side  only  and  that  the  wrong 
(um-ight)  side. 

[No.  7.] 

The  cause  of  right  which  has  its  representative  in  this  paper  we 
shall  endeavor  to  maintain  in  entire  fulfillment  of  the  promises  above 
stated. 

[No.  8.] 

The  thoroughly  false  principle  that  sovereign  States  can  "rebel"  is 
that  which  solely  and  alone  now  as  for  eighty  years  leads  us  into  a 
most  pernicious  war.  The  misery  springing  therefrom  will  alone  teach 
us  the  only  true  political  wisdom  by  which  the  Government  confined  to 
the  realization  of  just  principles  would  successfully  avoid  aU  that  man- 
agement of  matters  which  especially  leads  to  corruption. 

[No.  9.1 

Can  a  State  rebel  or  be  at  the  same  time  sovereign  and  subject?  As 
little  as  a  father  can  be  his  own  son,  a  king  his  own  vassal.  Our  States 
exist  absolutely, not  under  Congress;  they  are  not  subject  to  Congress, 
and  yet  the  war  is  waged  by  us  solely  in  the  idea  that  they  are. 

[No.  10.] 

The  abolitionists  first  speechified  and  quarreled  and  platformed  the 
Southern  States  out  of  the  tJnion  and  now  draw  the  sword  to  fight 
them  again  into  it.    Astonishingly  wise  people. 

[No.  11.] 

The  abolitionists  want  to  force  the  Southern  negroes  to  work  for 
wages  against  their  own  and  their  owner's  wiJL  Astonishingly  saga- 
cious people. 
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[Ko.  12.] 

The  Albany  Argns  says  that  the  great  Eepublican  party  had  failed 
to  attain  its  purpose.  This  is  not  true.  The  purpose  was  to  get  the 
Government  into  its  hands  so  as  to  fill  its  pockets  as  full  as  the  Demo- 
cratic party  if  not  fuller.  This  purpose  it  had  attained  superbly.  That 
the  confederation  should  thereby  get  to  land  don't  trouble  that  party. 

[No.  13.] 

Virginia  has  not  sent  funds  to  England  to  pay  up  the  State  indebt- 
edness. This  may  give  opportunity  to  the  English  Government  to 
intervene  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  subjects,  as  Spain,  France  and 
England  are  now  doing  in  Mexico. 

[No.  14.] 

It  is  under  consideration  to  abolish  the  tariff  in  the  Confederate 
States.  It  will  not  be  long  ere  the  North  must  follow.  Good  again; 
thanks  to  competition.  Everything  has  its  two  sides  in  this  wonderful 
world. 

[No.  15.] 

The  Albany  Evening  Journal  assures  the  Argus  that  the  Eepublican 
party  will  not  let  go  their  purpose  of  sustaining  the  Union,  on  which 
the  City  News  observes  that  neither  of  the  existing  parties  can  save 
the  Union  and  least  of  all  the  Eepublican.  Well  who  is  to  do  it?  The 
opposition  party;  to  which  we  devote  our  time  and  strength  so  long  as 
it  is  the  party  of  the  future,  of  the  Constitution,  of  moral  force  and 
operates  in  that  spirit  in  which  the  grand  and  beautiful  confederation 
was  framed. 

Beookltn,  February  11, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  State. 

Seb:  The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  German 
birth  begs  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  paper  published  in  the  city 
of  New  York  in  the  German  language,  a  copy*  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed,  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Its  articles  are  filled  with 
gross  abuse  of  the  Government,  and  in  fact  the  paper  if  published  in  the 
South  could  not  be  worse.  It  is  circulated  gratis  among  the  Germans 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  and  the  undersigned  feels  greatly  mortified 
that  such  a  pest  is  allowed  to  fulminate  its  treason  among  the  Germans 
who  give  their  blood  and  treasure  for  the  Union.  The  undersigned  has 
no  private  malice  in  this  matter  not  even  knowing  the  editors,  but  as  a 
loyal  citizen  he  feels  it  his  duty  to  caU  your  attention  to  it,  and  the 
undersigned  hopes  that  you  will  not  only  order  the  paper  to  be  sup- 
pressed but  also  to  send  the  editors  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  under- 
signed has  marked  some  of  the  most  violent  articles. 

Hoping  that  this  letter  will  meet  your  approval,  I  have  the  honor  to 
remain,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^^  eOSENGAEBEN. 

N.  B.— In  reference  to  myself  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  Mr.  George  E. 
Baker. 

*Not  inclosed. 
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Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Torb,  Febriiary  14, 1862. 
F.  W.  Sewakd,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

SiK :  Yours  of  the  12th  with  the  inclosures  of  the  letter  of  Jacob 
Eosengarden  and  a  copy  of  the  New-Yorker  Journal  Is  this  moment 
received.  The  New-Yorker  Journal  is  a  daily  which  has  grown  out  of 
the  National  Zeitung,  numerous  copies  of  which  I  have  forwarded  to 
your  Department.  I  have  preserved  all  the  numbers  of  the  Journal,  as 
I  did  of  the  Zeitung  while  it  was  published.  The  object  and  course  of 
both  papers  are  the  same,  viz,  to  bring  the  Union  cause  into  disfavor 
with  our  German  population.  I  have  so  informed  you  repeatedly  in 
regard  to  the  Zeitung,  as  you  will  find  on  reference  to  my  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  August  19,*  September  10, 14,  22  and  29,  and  to  yourself 
of  October  6  and  January  13. 

I  am  informed  that  the  same  committee  that  managed  the  Zeitung 
manages  the  Journal  and  that  the  same  agents  and  editors  (with  some 
additions)  are  employed  on  it.  In  a  day  or  two  1  will  send  you  a  flill 
file  of  the  paper,  I  have  it  now  in  the  hands  of  translators  for  my  own 
information.  During  the  time  the  Journal  has  been  published  I  am 
continually  called  on  by  disgusted  Germans  anxious  to  have  the  active 
parties  arrested.  Since  I  have  been  writing  this  letter  two  have  called 
on  me  in  relation  to  it,  one  of  whom  tells  me  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  paper  two  weeks  ago  and  feels  greatly  disap- 
pointed in  nothing  having  been  done  to  abate  the  nuisance.  1  herewith 
return  you  Mr.  Eosengarden's  letter. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


Memorandum  found  in  files  of  State  Department. 

FEBEt  AUY  15, 1862. 
Zeitung  (newspaper),  National,  of  New  York  City. 
Not  arrested. 

_  E.  H.  M. 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  February  24, 1862. 

Mt  Deas  Jxtdge:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  read  these  papers  t 
and  tell  me  whether  the  tone  is  of  a  character  so  treasonable  as  to  call 
for  any  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  such  for  instance  as 
prohibiting  its  circulation  through  the  mails? 
Very  truly,  yours, 

fE.  D.]  WEBSTEE. 

.,    -^  [No  date.! 

Mr.  Webster.  ^ 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  In  ready  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  given 
all  the  time  I  could  from  employment  more  imperative  to  a  review  of 
the  German  papers  returned  herewith,  and  have  added  the  substance  of 
some  paragraphs  to  what  had  already  been  done  by  another  pen,  as  an 
indication  of  the  general  tone  of  such  papers.  It  is  certainly  such  as 
to  stir  one's  gall ;  but  yet  the  thing  is  managed  so  adroitly  that  it  would 
be  very  difficult  to  hold  them  to  any  penalty  as  they  could  almost 

*  Not  found.  t  Inclosures  not  found. 
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always  shield  themselves  behind  the  example  of  the  papers  they  quote, 
the  freedom  of  speech  in  Congress  and  at  public  meetings,  and  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Southern  arguments  under  the  sanction  even  of  Congi-ess. 
Besides  unlimited  abuse  of  public  men  has  always  been  the  first  resource 
of  papers  of  small  circulation  edited  by  hot-brained  partisans  with 
more  zeal  than  discretion  or  integrity  of  purpose,  and  this  seems  to  have 
passed  from  the  times  of  the  Aurora  and  the  Citizen  down  to  the  present 
as  a  species  of  editorial  heirloom. 

This  German  quotes  freely  from  the  Tribune,  Times,  Journal  of  Com- 
merce and  Evening  Post  whenever  an  article  in  either  of  them  can 
subserve  his  purposes  and  sustain  him  in  expressing  his  opinions  more 
obtrusively  and  obnoxiously  without  additional  risk  of  Fort  Warren; 
but  perhaps  nothing  can  have  worse  effect  than  the  republication  of 
Jefferson's  letter  to  Giles;  yet  under  the  circumstances  that  can  scarcely 
be  objected  to,  but  is  so  much  the  worse  that  he  is  regarded  by  the 
Germans  as  the  soundest  teacher  of  American  liberty,  &c.,  and  surest 
exponent  of  American  democracy. 

Tou  invite  my  opinion  whether  the  tone  of  these  papers  is  of  char- 
acter so  treasonable  as  to  call  for  prohibition  of  circulation  through 
the  mails.  My  fingers  itch  to  write  yes,  but  yet  second  thought  sug- 
gests that  the  result  would  probably  only  increase  circulation  and  influ- 
ence. The  surest  counteraction  would  come  from  the  columns  of  an 
ably  conducted  German  paper  from  the  now  very  gratifying  progress 
of  events,  and  of  the  earliest  possible  inoculation  of  our  German  citi- 
zens with  a  passable  knowledge  of  our  language. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

W.  HOGAN. 


Caie  of  Fierce  Bntler. 

Pierce  Butler,  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  but  at  what  time  or  on  what  charge  the  Department 
of  State  has  no  information.  He  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  there 
confined  August  20, 1861.  On  the  24th  day  of  September,  1861,  he  was 
released  from  confinement  on  his  solemn  pledge  that  during  the  present 
troubles  he  would  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  and  would  not 
visit  South  Carolina  without  a  passport  from  the  Secretary  of  State. — 
From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^ 


Wak  Department,  Washington,  August  15, 1861. 
Hon.  William  Millwaed,  U.  8.  Marshal,  Philadelphia: 

Arrest  Pierce  Butler,  of  Philadelphia;  make  careful  examination  for 
commission  from  the  Southern  Confederacy.    Send  him  at  once  under 

guard  to  Fort  Hamilton. 

SIMON  CAMEEOK, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Philadelphia,  September  18, 1861. 
General  Camekon,  Secretary  of  War. 

My  Deae  Sik:  I  have  a  letter  from  William  Roche  Wister*  this 
morning  stating  he  had  handed  you  my  letter  of  the  16th*  about  Pierce 

*  Not  found. 
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Butler,  and  that  you  said  you  would  have  to  "think  of  it."  What  I 
have  done  is  entirely  without  Mr.  Butler's  knowledge.  What  he  would 
like  would  be  a  trial  here  in  the  city  of  his  birth.  Conscious  of  his 
innocence  he  will  ask  no  favor  from  those  who  imprisoned  him.  His 
daughters  are  both  strong  Northern  women,  and  they  are  deeply  dis- 
tressed by  their  father's  imprisonment.  One  is  married  to  one  of  the 
staunchest  of  our  party.  As  Mr.  Butler  was  arrested  by  your  order  and 
as  he  is  innocent,  on  your  own  account,  on  the  Administration's  and  on 
his  children's  the  sooner  he  is  released  on  a  proper  parole  and  bonds  the 
better.  It  will  much  oblige  me. 
Tours,  truly, 

C.  H.  FISHEE. 

[Iiidorsement.] 

September  21, 1861. 
Mr.  Butler  declines  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  the  belief  that  he 
might  lose  his  property  in  the  South.    I  would  let  him  go  if  he  would 
promise  to  remain. 

SIMON  CAMEKOK 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Col.  Mabtin  Btjeke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  Pierce  Butler,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  may  be 
released  upon  giving  his  pledge  in  writing  that  during  the  present 
troubles  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  Government  and 
will  not  visit  South  Carolina  without  a  passport  from  the  Secretary  of 
State. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


FoET  Hamilton,  N'ew  York  Harbor,  September  24, 1861. 

To  ALL  whom  it  mat  CONCEEN: 

Beit  known  tbat  I,  Pierce  Butler,  have  given  my  solemn  pledge  that 
during  the  present  troubles  I  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States 
and  will  not  visit  South  Carohna  without  a  passport  &om  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

PIEBCE  BUTLEE. 
[Witness:] 

G.  V.  S.  ATKTN, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army. 


Washington,  April  18, 1862. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepeesbntatives: 

I  transmit  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  between  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to 
the  arrest  in  that  city  of  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War,  at  the 
suit  of  Pierce  Butler  for  trespass,  vi  et  armis,  assault  and  battery  and 
false  imprisonment. 

ABRAHAM  LLNOOUSr. 
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[Indoauie  II^o.  1.] 

Philadelphia,  April  16, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Siif :  By  the  directions  of  General  Simon  Cameron  I  send  you  a  sum- 
mons issued  by  the  supreme  court  of  this  State  at  the  suit  of  Pierce 
Butler  V,  Simon  Cameron,  July  1-November  17,  1861.  The  writ  is 
returnable  the  first  Monday  of  May,  1862,  and  is  for  trespass,  vi  et 
a  rmis,  assault  and  battery  and  false  imprisonment.  The  cause  of  action 
is  no  doubt  founded  upon  the  supposed  misconduct  of  General  Cameron 
in  causing  the  arrest  of  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Pierce  Butler,  and  placing 
him  in  Fort  Warren  or  some  other  public  fortification  without  authority 
of  law  while  he,  General  Cameron,  was  Secretary  of  War.  As  I  am 
instructed  the  act  was  not  the  act  of  General  Cameron,  and  was  done 
by  those  who  commanded  it  be  done  for  just  reasons  and  for  the  public 
good. 

You  will  please  communicate  the  fact  of  this  suit  to  the  President  and 
such  other  ofBcial  persons  as  should  properly  be  advised  of  it  and  have 
such  action  taken  as  shall  relieve  the  defendant  Simon  Cameron  &om 
the  burden,  cost  and  responsibility  of  defending  this  suit. 

By  the  directions  of  General  Cameron  I  have  as  his  private  counsel 
ordered  my  appearance  for  him,  while  I  also  invite  and  request  the  inter- 
vention of  the  proper  authorities  in  his  behalf  and  for  his  protection. 
I  am,  sir,  truly,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  H.  BEEWSTER. 

[Sab-inclosore.] 

Eastern  District  op  Pennsylvania,  ss. 

The   Commonwealth   of  Pennsylvania  to    the   Sheriff  of  Philadelphia 

County,  greeting : 

We  command  you  that  you  summon  Simon  Cameron,  late  of  your 
county,  so  that  he  be  and  appear  before  the  justices  of  our  supreme  court, 
at  our  same  court  to  be  holden  at  Philadelphia  in  and  for  the  eastern 
district  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  next 
to  answer  Pierce  Butler  of  a  plea  of  trespass,  vi  et  armis,  assault  and 
battery  and  false  imprisonment,  and  have  you  then  and  there  this  writ. 

Witness  the  Hon.  Walter  H.  Lowrie,  chief  justice  of  our  said  supreme 
court,  at  Philadelphia,  the  15th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1862. 

JAS.  ROSS  SNOWDEN, 
Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Eastern  District, 

Attested  copy: 

PHILIP  J.  BROWN, 

Deputy  Sheriff. 

[Inclosnre  "So.  2.] 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  April  18, 1862. 
Hon,  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  Philadelphia. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  stating  that  by  directions 
of  Mr.  Simon  Cameron  you  transmit  to  me  a  summons  issued  out  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  suit  of  Pierce  Butler 
against  Mr.  Cameron  for  trespass,  vi  et  armis,  assault  and  battery  and 
false  imprisonment  in  causing  the  arrest  of  the  plaintiff"  without  authority 
of  law. 
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This  commnmcation  has  been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am 
directed  by  him  to  say  in  reply  that  he  avows  the  proceeding  of  Mr. 
Cameron  referred  to  as  one  taken  by  him  when  Secretary  of  War  under 
the  President's  directions  and  deemed  necessary  for  the  prompt  suppres- 
sion of  the  existing  insurrection. 

The  President  will  at  once  communicate  this  correspondence  to  the 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States  and  also  to  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  April  18, 1862. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates,  Attorney-Getieral. 

Sir:  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  correspondence 
between  this  Department  and  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  of  Philadelphia, 
relative  to  the  arrest  of  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War,  at  the 
suit  of  Pierce  Butler. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Attorney-General's  Office,  May  5, 1862. 

Georqe  a.  Coffet,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Fhiladelphta. 

Sir  :  Of  course  you  have  unofficial  information  of  an  action  brought 
in  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  eastern  district  by  Pierce 
Butler  V.  Simon  Cameron,  "in  a  plea  of  trespass,  vi  et  armis,  assault 
and  battery  and  false  imprisonment."  The  copy  of  the  writ  sent  to  me 
does  not  disclose  the  fact  that  the  action  is  founded  upon  any  ofilcial 
act  of  the  ex-Secretary  of  War;  but  it  is  well  understood  here  that  the 
action  arises  out  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Butler  upon  political  grounds  and 
his  supposed  complicity  in  the  existing  rebellion.  Upon  this  supposi- 
tion the  President  adopts  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  restraining 
Mr.  Butler  temporarily  from  his  liberty,  and  desires  that  the  suit  shall 
be  fully  defended  as  a  matter  which  deeply  concerns  the  public  welfare 
as  well  as  the  safety  of  the  individual  officers  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Cameron  has  retained  private  counsel  for  his  defense,  Mr.  Benja- 
min H.  Brewster,  706  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Brewster's 
letter  to  Mr.  Seward  is  before  me  wherein  he  says : 

I  have  as  his  (Cameron's)  private  counsel  ordered  my  appearance  for  him,  while  I 
also  invite  and  request  the  intervention  of  the  proper  anthorities  in  his  behalf  and 
for  his  protection. 

By  authority  of  the  President  therefore  I  request  that  you  will  give 
attention  to  the  case  and  render  whatever  aid  the  full  defense  of  the 
action  may  in  your  good  judgment  require.  There  are  other  actions 
pending  of  a  somewhat  similar  character — especially  one  against  Secre- 
tary Welles  in  this  District — and  no  doubt  they  will  greatly  multiply 
unless  met  vigorously  and  carefully  in  limine.  Of  course  Mr.  Brewster 
will  see  that  there  is  no  judgment  by  default,  but  to  bar  accidents  please 
see  to  it.  There  is  a  bill  pending  in  Congress  which  if  passed  will  facil- 
itate defenses  in  such  cases. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BATES. 
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Office  of  U.  S.  Attokney  foe  the 

)T  OF  PenNSYLTAI 
Philadelphia,  May  7, 1862. 


Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania, 


Hon.  Edward  Bates,. 

Attorney- General  of  the  United  States, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  5th  instant  instructing  me  to  give  my  professional  and  official 
attention  to  the  suit  recently  instituted  against  Hon.  Simon  Cameron 
by  one  Pierce  Butler,  of  this  city,  and  to  render  whatever  aid  the  full 
defense  of  the  action  may  require.  It  is  my  pleasure  to  say  in  reply 
that  1  will  be  most  happy  to  co-operate  with  Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Brewster, 
Mr.  Cameron's  private  counsel,  in  defending  the  case,  and  to  contribute 
whatever  assistance  it  is  within  my  power  to  render  throughout  the 
progress  of  the  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  high  esteem  and  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  COFFEY, 

Z7.  S,  Attorney. 
J.  HTJBLEY  ASHTON, 

Assistant  U.  8.  Attorney. 


Order  made  by  the  U.  S.  Senate,  July  11, 1862. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  arrest  of  Simon  Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War, 
at  the  suit  of  Pierce  Butler,  for  false  imprisonment. 


Case  of  John  Gamett  Gnthrey. 

John  Gamett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  was  arrested*  at  New 
York  on  or  aoout  the  21st  day  of  August,  1861,  and  taken  to  Fort 
Lafayette  and  there  confined.  He  was  charged  on  the  information  of 
some  members  of  the  detective  police  with  holding  unlawful  intercourse 
with  persons  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  On  his  arrest  there  was 
found  in  Guthrey's  possession  a  large  amount  of  State  bonds  of  several 
of  the  insurrectionary  States  with  evidence  of  their  having  been  then 
recently  purchased  in  New  York  for  account  of  parties  residing  in 
Petersburg,  Va.,  and  a  number  of  letters  addressed  to  persons  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  which  he  said  he  had  received  with  the  purpose  of 
carrying  them  to  Virginia.  On  the  3d  day  of  October,  1861,  the  said 
Guthrey  was  released  on  his  parole  to  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to 
the  United  States  and  not  to  go  to  or  correspond  with  any  rebellious 
State.  The  said  Guthrey  was  again  arrested  on  the  24th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  charged  on  the  oaths  of  Samuel  Hyman  and  Thomas  P. 
Wood  with  breaking  his  parole  by  corresponding  with  persons  in  the 
seceded  States  and  laying  plans  to  return  to  Virginia  himself  by  way 
of  England  and  Cuba  as  soon  as  he  could  get  possession  of  his  bonds. 
The  said  Guthrey  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 

"See  affidavit  of  Robert  Murray,  September  28, 1861,  in  case  of  Millner,  j)08«,  for 
important  reference  to  Guthrey's  arrest. 
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New  York,  August  21, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

I  now  have  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  in  custody 
■with  State  bonds,  drafts  and  money  belonging  to  Southern  owners 
amounting  to  a  very  large  sum.  Let  me  have  an  order  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  person.    I  wfll  write  particulars  by  mail. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
Superintendent  of  Police. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  G«n.  Winfleld  Soott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  issue  an  order  to  Col.  Martin  Burke 
to  receive  as  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of 
Petersburg,  Va.,  who  has  been  arrested  at  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  York,  August  22, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

What  am  1  to  do  with  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  concern- 
ing whom  I  telegraphed  you  last  night? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

Neic  York,  August  23, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Commanding  at  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  I  send  to  your  custody 
Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  Va.    He  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Mr.  Inspector  Leonard. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

New  Yorli,  August  2i,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  On  21st  instant,  when  Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  was  arrested  by  Sergeant  Young  and  Detective  King,  of  my 
force,  there  was  found  on  his  person  and  among  his  effects  61  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  of  the  par  value  of  $1,000  each;  22  bonds  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  each  $1,000;  35  bonds  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia each  $1,000;  4  bonds  of  the  State  of  Virginia  each  $500;  6  bonds 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  each  $500;  10  Northern  Indiana  Eailroad 
bonds  each  $1,000;  16  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Eailroad  bonds  each  $500;  3 
Peoria  and  Oquawka  Eailroad  bonds  each  $1,000,  and  money  to  the 
amount  of  $1,114.45,  the  principal  part  of  which  he  admitted  was  the 
property  of  sundry  persons  and  institutions  located  at  Petersburg.  A 
part  he  claimed  as  his  individual  property. 

I  have  directed  $200  of  the  amount  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke  for  the  personal  use  of  Guthrey  while  he  may 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  511 

remain  in  confinement.  The  balance  is  held  subject  to  seizure  by  the 
U.  S.  marshal  under  the  act  of  August  6, 1861,  whenever  he  is  pre- 
pared to  act  in  the  case.  I  deem  it  proper  for  me  to  adopt  this  course 
in  order  that  the  interest  of  my  officers  in  the  prize  may  be  properly 
protected.  I  herewith  forward  to  you  an  inventory  of  the  property 
found  in  the  possession  of  Guthrey.* 
■?ery  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  KEinsTEDT, 

Superintendent. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Tork. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communicationsf 
of  the  24th  instant,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  your  course  with  regard 
to  the  cases  of  Guthrey  and  Miles  is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  28, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  return  the  papers|  in  the 
case  of  Miles  and  Guthrey  which  you  yesterday  referred  to  this 
Department,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.,  superin- 
tendent of  police  at  iNew  York,  has  represented  to  this  Department 
that  he  has  caused  to  be  deposited  with  Colonel  Burke  at  Fort  Hamil- 
ton the  sum  of  $200  to  defray  the  personal  expenses  of  Miles,  and  also 
a  like  sum  to  defray  those  of  Guthrey,  which  seems  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  making  any  further  provision  at  this  time  for  those  objects. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKEDEEIOK  W.  SEWAED, 

Acting  Secretary. 


New  York,  August  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  letter  has  been  addressed  to  me  by  a  friend  of 
Mr.  Guthrey  who  has  been  for  several  years  and  still  is  a  resident  of 
Brooklyn.  His  name  does  not  appear  because  being  a  Southerner  he 
does  not  wish  through  his  sympathy  for  the  unfortunate  to  become  in 
time  an  object  of  suspicion.  It  will  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  me  to  say 
that  the  writer  is  a  gentleman  and  that  I  put  implicit  faith  in  the 
accuracy  of  his  statements. 

I  do  not  know  under  what  charges  Mr.  Guthrey  has  been  arrested 
but  can  well  understand  that  in  particular  cases  injustice  may  be  done 
unwillingly  by  those  who  are  connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  In  any  examination  that  may  be  liad  of  the  case  of  Mr. 
Guthrey  I  would  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  inclosed  statement 
for  confirmation  or  rejection  according  to  the  light  that  may  be  shed 

•  See  case  of  George  Miles,  p.  533,  for  Seward  to  Kennedy,  August  27. 
t  See  case  of  George  Miles,  p.  532,  for  one  of  these  letters. 
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upon  it  by  such  investigations  as  it  may  suit  your  honor  to  direct  in  the 
premises.  I  would  fain  hope  that  the  result  of  such  investigation  will 
be  the  acquittal  of  the  gentleman  in  whose  behalf  I  venture  to  addresa 
these  lines  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  LOW. 

[Inclosure.] 

New  York,  August  — ,  1861. 
A.  A.  Low,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  kind  consideration  is  asked  to  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts  relating  to  Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg, 
Va.,  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  honorable  Secre- 
tary of  State  at  Washington.  The  writer  has  known  Mr.  Guthrey 
many  years  and  regards  him  as  he  is  regarded  by  all  who  know  him 
best  as  a  most  peaceable,  quiet,  orderly  citizen  and  modest,  dignified, 
high-toned  gentleman  and  Christian.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  Henry 
Clay  Whig  though  never  a  partisan,  and  not  many  days  ago  told  the 
writer  he  had  not  been  to  a  political  meeting  in  several  (the  writer 
thinks  thirteen)  years. 

His  late  mission  to  this  city  was  a  purely  unselfish  one— most  posi- 
tively undertaken  on  his  part  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  church  in 
Petersburg,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a  vestryman  and  liberal  sup- 
porter. The  facts  fully  are  these :  About  a  year  ago  the  congregation 
of  the  above  church  determined  and  took  steps  to  erect  a  new  and 
larger  place  of  worship.  Mr.  Guthrey,  though  a  man  of  moderate 
means,  headed  the  subscription  list  with  a  donation  of  $500.  About 
$5,000  are  yet  to  be  raised  to  complete  this  church,  and  recently  when 
a  party  of  gentlemen  sought  Mr.  Guthrey  as  a  suitable  person  to  come 
here  and  buy  for  them  as  an  investment  some  stocks  of  the  Southern 
States  the  conditions  he  named  and  to  which  they  assented  were  that 
these  gentlemen  should  pay  to  him  only  his  actual  expenses  of  the  trip 
and  donate  $600  to  Grace  Church. 

In  furtherance  of  this  agreement  Mr.  Guthrey  came  to  this  city  bring- 
ing with  him  over  $55,000  furnished  by  the  gentlemen  in  question.  Other 
funds  were  sent  on  to  him,  making  over  $60,000,  with  which  he  bought 
$118,000  in  Southern  State  bonds.  It  is  certain  that  neither  Mr. 
Guthrey  nor  those  whom  he  represents  are  directly  or  indirectly  agents 
of  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  leaders  in  this  movement  are 
known  to  be  hostile  to  the  investment  of  Southern  funds  in  this  way. 

The  needles  and  cotton  found  on  Mr.  Guthrey  which  cost  about  $15 
were  not  for  sale  but  for  family  use — ^for  the  wives  of  the  gentlemen 
who  sent  him  on  and  for  the  wife  of  his  pastor,  all  of  whom  own  sew- 
ing machines  made  in  the  Northern  States  and  bought  here  or  of 
Southern  agents.  The  needles  were  all  sewing-machine  needles,  bought 
chiefly  as  was  the  cotton  of  a  sewing-machine  establishment  that  made 
all  the  machines  but  one  owned  by  these  ladies.  Mr.  Guthrey  did  not 
suppose  he  was  violating  the  spirit  or  intent  of  any  law  by  carrying 
these  supplies. 

Some  sealed  letters  directed  to  sundry  persons  in  the  Southern  States 
were  in  Mr.  Guthrey's  possession  when  arrested  but  up  to  that  time 
there  had  been  no  prohibition  of  letter  writing  to  the  South.  Mr. 
Guthrey,  however,  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  these  letters! 
and  his  invariable  reply  to  parties  who  asked  him  to  take  such  was  in 
substance,  "  Yes  I  will  take  them  and  put  them  in  my  trunk;  but  if  I 
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am  exainiued  on  my  way  back  in  either  Kentucky  or  Tennessee  I  shall 
most  likely  be  required  to  show  any  letters  I  may  have  about  me  and 
shall  not  hesitate  to  do  so."  This  he  supposed  as  did  others  would  be 
regarded  as  unobjectionable  by  all  authorities  and  it  further  demon- 
strates his  repeatedly  expressed  determination  to  do  nothing  to  make 
trouble. 

It  is  believed  that  John  Garnett  Guthrey  has  been  arrested  and  is  now 
confined  by  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  under  the  misap- 
prehension that  he  is  an  agent  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  this  plain 
statement  of  facts  is  submitted  in  the  hope  that  if  substantiated  to 
your  satisfaction  the  Secretary  will  order  Mr.  Guthrey  to  be  at  once 
released  and  the  bonds  restored  to  him. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  kind  attention  already  extended  to  the 
writer  he  begs  leave  to  subscribe  himself,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  ('.  IIAKDY. 

Southern  District  op  New  York,  ss  : 

Henry  0.  Hardy,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn  deposes 
and  says  that  the  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to 
A.  A,  Low,  of  said  city,  and  the  same  contains  a  true  statement  of  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  within  deponent's  knowledge  respecting 
John  G.  Guthrey.  Deponent  is  a  loyal  Union  man  and  would  not  seek 
the  release  of  said  Guthrey  if  deponent  believed  that  he  was  acting  or 
intending  to  act  in  any  manner  in  aid  of  the  rebellion.  Deponent  fur- 
ther says  that  he  saw  said  Guthrey  when  he  first  came  on  here  for  his 
last  visit  to  this  city;  that  he  presented  himself  to  this  deponent, 
showed  his  papers  to  him  and  stated  his  object  to  be  to  make  invest- 
ments for  certain  persons  in  Petersburg,  to  wit:  Beuben  Eagland,  John 
M.  Wyche,  Thomas  Wallace,  William  T.  Joynes  and  perhaps  others, 
having  reference  to  the  private  interests  of  the  gentlemen  for  whom  he 
acted  and  with  no  public  object  whatever. 

H.  C.  HARDY. 

Sworn  to  this  UOth  day  of  September,  1861,  before  me. 

STEWART  L.  WOODFORD, 
Notary  Public  in  New  York  City. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  20, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawlet,  Esq.,  Metropolitan  Police,  Neio  York. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  all  the  papers  in  the  Department  relative  to  the  case 
of  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  now  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette.  His 
friends  ask  for  his  release  on  the  ground  that  his  visit  to  New  York 
was  solely  on  business  connected  with  a  church  at  Petersburg,  Va., 
and  that  the  property  found  upon  him  was  to  be  invested  for  the  benefit 
of  that  church.  If  the  investigation  of  the  case,  which  I  will  thank 
you  to  make,  should  lead  to  a  confirmation  of  these  statements  his  dis- 
charge will  be  ordered  as  there  is  no  disposition  to  arrest  or  detain 
any  person  engaged  in  business  of  that  character. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKl). 
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New  York,  September  28, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  1  have  taken  such  testimony  as  has  been  presented  for  and 
against  John  G.  Guthrey,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  examined 
his  case  as  desired  by  yours  oi"  the  20th  instant  and  beg  leave  to  make 
the  following  report : 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Guthrey  purchased  in  this  city  and  [was]  about 
to  carry  away  to  the  States  now  in  rebellion  a  large  amount  of  bonds 
of  several  of  the  States  in  rebellion.  The  amount  and  character  of 
those  bonds  appear  in  a  schedule  furnished  by  J.  A.  Kennedy,  superin- 
tendentof  police,  to  your  Department.  The  purchase  and  possession  of 
so  large  an  amount  of  securities  under  the  circumstances  was  sufScieut 
gi-ound  for  arresting  and  detaining  him  until  further  investigation 
should  establish  his  guilt  or  innocence.  The  evidence  against  him  is 
confined  to  the  circumstance  that  he  had  such  securities  and  sealed 
letters  directed  to  persons  residing  in  the  rebelling  Stat«s  and  was 
about  to  carry  them  to  those  States. 

Such  transactions  under  ordinary  circumstances  would  not  be  evil  in 
themselves  nor  contrary  to  good  morals  or  the  common  law.  Unless 
his  acts  are  made  criminal  by  the  laws  of  Congress  or  were  designed  to 
aid  the  enemies  of  the  Government  they  were  innocent.  By  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Henry  C.  Hardy,  consisting  of  his  affidavit,  a  commercial 
statement  from  his  books  and  his  letter  transmitted  through  Mr.  A.  A. 
Low  and  now  verified  by  affidavit,  it  may  be  held  to  be  probably  estab- 
lished that  Mr.  Guthrey  acted  in  the  premises  with  innocent  and  com- 
mendable motives  without  any  design  to  aid  the  Confederate  States  or 
injure  the  United  States.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  paying  good 
funds  for  the  bonds  in  question  was  calculated  to  injure  any  one  except 
the  parties  who  made  the  purchase  or  benefit  the  States  or  people  in 
rebellion. 

Mr.  Guthrey  had  iu  his  possession  letters  from  persons  here  directed 
to  individuals  residing  in  the  Confederate  States  and  was  about  to 
carry  them  South.  They  were  sealed  and  he  was  ignorant  of  their  con- 
tents. To  carry  them  was  indiscreet,  perhaps  culpable,  but  the  design 
to  carry  them  does  not  amount  to  a  crime.  Though  the  securities  found 
on  Mr.  Guthrey  may  be  confiscated  under  the  laws  of  Congress  on  that 
subject  from  the  testimony  before  me  I  do  not  see  that  Mr.  Guthrey's 
acts  have  made  him  liable  to  any  further  punishment. 

All  which  is  submitted. 
Respectfully, 

SETH  C.  HAWLET, 

I  inclose  herewith  all  the  documents  transmitted  to  me  from  the  State 
Department  and  also  affidavit  of  John  S.  Young,  detective.  New  York- 
affidavits  of  Robert  King,  detective,  New  York;  affidavits  of  Henry  o! 
Hardy,  merchant.  New  York;  commercial  statements  from  books  of 
Henry  Hardy. 

S.  C.  H. 

[Inclosnre  No.  ].] 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  «s  .- 

Henry  C.  Hardy  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows:  I 
am  a  commission  merchant  doing  business  at  No.  47  Front  street  New 
York.  I  have  long  known  Mr.  John  G.  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  and 
we  have  been  intimate  friends.    About  the  8th  or  9th  of  August  last  he 
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came  to  'New  York  for  the  purpose  of  investing  sums  of  money  for 
several  persons  in  Virginia  by  purchase  of  public  securities  of  South- 
ern States,  the  design  being  to  take  advantage  of  the  state  of  the 
market  for  such  securities  and  purchase  them  at  a  cheap  rate.  With 
this  design  he  applied  to  me  as  an  old  friend  to  collect  his  money  here 
and  purchase  the  State  bonds.  I  did  this  business  for  him  as  au  old 
friend  and  in  this  manner  came  to  a  knowledge  of  his  design  in  the 
transactions.  I  know  all  the  parties  for  whose  account  he  made  the 
purchases.  They  are  all  men  advanced  in  life.  They  are  men  who 
have  means  to  invest  and  operate  with  and  I  feel  confident  that  the 
business  was  all  private,  commercial  or  financial  business,  and  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  military  or  political  affairs  of  the  country.  I 
am  confident  that  the  object  and  motive  of  Mr.  Guthrey  in  doing  this 
business  is  truly  and  fully  stated  in  a  letter  written  by  me  and  not 
signed  addressed  to  Mr.  A.  A.  Low  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  William  H.  Seward.  Annexed  hereto  is  a  statement 
of  the  account  between  myself  and  Mr.  Guthrey  covering  the  whole 
transaction,  showing  how  and  when  the  business  was  done;  how  the 
money  was  collected  and  invested.  The  relations  between  Mr.  Guth- 
rey and  myself  were  friendly  and  confidential  and  I  have  no  doubt  he 
told  me  the  whole  truth  without  concealment.  The  business  was  done 
openly  and  without  any  thought  on  my  part  or,  as  I  believe,  on  his 
that  he  was  committing  any  offense.  I  made  all  the  entries  on  my 
books  of  the  transactions  just  as  they  occurred  with  his  knowledge, 
and  he  never  made  any  suggestion  of  any  concealment  or  evasion.  In 
relation  to  letters  found  on  him  I  have  stated  the  facts  truly  in  the  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Low  hereinbefore  referred  to.  They  were  left  at  my  office 
sealed.  He  did  not  know  the  contents  nor  did  he  or  I  suppose  that  the 
carrying  of  letters  was  an  offense.  He  said  to  one  party  who  asked 
him  to  take  a  letter  that  if  there  was  anything  contraband  in  it  he  had 
better  not  send  it  as  he  would  have  to  show  it.  The  account  I  have 
furnished  annexed*  is  a  correct  transcript  of  my  books.  If  I  had 
known  or  supposed  that  the  business  he  was  upon  was  either  illegal  or 
wrong  I  should  not  have  aided  him  in  the  business  and  advised  him 
not  to  proceed  with  it.    And  further  saith  not. 

H.  v.  HAEDY. 

Sworn  before  me  this  28th  of  September,  1861. 

S.  0.  HAWLEY, 


Chief  Clerk  of  Folice. 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 


MBTEOPOLITAN  POLICK   J3ISTEICT, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss  : 
Robert  King  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows:  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  police  of  New  York  attached  to  the 
detective  force.  Sergeant  Young,  of  the  detective  force,  and  myself 
on  or  about  the  21st  of  August  last  went  to  several  hotels  in  search  of 
John  G.  Guthrey  and  found  him  at  Fifth  Aveuue  Hotel  and  arrested 
him.  We  brought  his  baggage  to  the  central  police  office  where  it 
was  searched  and  the  bonds  found  in  his  trunks.  We  also  found  some 
money  upon  him.  On  delivering  him  at  the  office  I  was  dispatched  to 
Ohio  on  business  and  had  no  further  personal  knowledge  of  the  case. 


•  Statement  of  account  omitted. 
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When  arrested  he  asked  me  why  he  was  arrested.  1  replied  that  you 
will  find  out  at  the  office.  He  said,  "  I  suppose  it  is  because  I  am  a 
Southern  man  or  because  my  sympathies  are  with  the  South."  I  left 
next  day  for  Ohio. 

ROBEKT  KING. 

Sworn  before  me  this  28th  day  of  September,  1861. 

S.  O.  HAWLEY, 

Chief  Clerk. 

[luclosure  No,  3.] 

Metropolitan  Police  District, 

City  of  New  Yorls,  ss : 
John  S.  Young  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follo^ys : 
I  am  sergeant  of  the  Metropolitan  police  in  command  of  the  detective 
force  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In  that  capacity  and  with  the  advice 
of  the  superintendent  of  police,  John  A.  Kennedy,  I  arrested  Mr.  John 
G.  Guthrey  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of 
August  last,  Detective  King  assisting  me.  We  brought  him  and  his  bag- 
gage to  the  central  ofBce,  where  [we]  found  the  bonds  and  money  in  his 
possession,  a  schedule  of  which  was  furnished  by  Superintendent  Ken- 
nedy to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Guthrey  was  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  In  my  investigations  prior  to  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Guthrey  I 
learned  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  intercourse  with  George  Miles,  who 
is  now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  with  Walker,  also  a  prisoner 
in  the  same  place.  This  I  learned  by  report,  and  these  circumstances 
pointed  to  Mr.  Gutlirey  as  a  party  to  be  watched.  I  do  not  know  of  my 
own  knowledge  any  treasonable  or  illegal  acts  beyond  those  connected 
with  the  purchase  of  the  bonds.  The  arrest  of  Mr.  Guthrey  was  actually 
made  by  Offtcer  King.  I  was  not  at  the  hotel  at  the  time.  When  he 
and  his  baggage  were  brought  to  the  central  office  I  searched  and 
found  the  bonds  and  money  as  stated  in  the  schedule. 

JOHN  S.  YOUNG. 


Sworn  before  me  this  28tli  of  September,  J 801. 


R.  0.  HAWLEY 


Chief  Clerk. 

Solicitor's  Office,  /September  so,  mai. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Ghasb,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  return  a  letter  of  Hon.  William 
H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  13th  instant,  inclosing  one  from 
John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.,*  superintendent  of  police  of  New  York,  and  a 
schedule  of  property  found  in  the  possession  of  John  Gamett  Guthrey, 
of  Virginia,  who  has  been  arrested  as  a  political  prisoner. 

The  object  of  the  letter  of  the  superintendent  of  police  w^as  to  inquire 
as  to  the  disposition  proper  to  be  made  of  said  property  and  that  of  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  submit  to  you  the  question  of  the 
expediency  of  instituting  proceedings  for  tlie  confiscation  of  the  property, 
which  question  you  have  referred  to  me.  In  regard  to  this  question  I 
have  to  say  that  1  presume  from  the  fact  that  this  property  was  found 
in  possession  of  a  person  arrested  for  complicity  with  those  who  are  in 
rebellion  against  the  Government  that  the  strong  probability  is  that  the 
property  itself  was  being  used  or  held  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  i\w, 

"  See  Keuueily  to  Seward,  p.  510,  August  2i, 
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insurrection  now  existing  against  the  Government.  II'  so  it  is  of  course 
liable  to  seizure  and  condemnation,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  condemned  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 

EDWAEl)  JOHDAN, 

/•Solicitor. 


Nkw  York,  October  1. 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  the  instructions 
of  the  War  Department  we  have  examined  the  case  of  John  (jarnett 
Guthrey,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  now  confined  as  a  state 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  in  the  harbor  of  New  York;  that  a  personal 
interview  was  had  with  the  said  Guthrey  in  which  he  fully  stated  his 
object  in  visiting  the  State  of  New  York ;  that  it  was  purely  for  busi- 
ness purposes  entirely  disconnected  with  the  present  unfortunate 
troubles  existing  in  the  country;  that  he  has  not  taken  any  part  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  so-called  Confederates  in  their  attack  upon  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  but  on  the  contrary  by  his  advice 
and  efforts  has  endeavored  to  sustain  the  General  Government;  that  at 
an  early  stage  of  the  rebellion  and  before  any  action  was  taken  by  the 
State  of  Virginia  he  was  one  of  a  party  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  the  place 
of  his  residence,  to  haul  down  the  secession  flag  which  had  been  pre- 
sumptuously raised  in  that  city ;  that  he  with  thousands  of  others  in 
Virginia  are  true  and  loyal  men  but  are  entirely  helpless  so  far  as 
action  is  concerned  in  sustaining  the  United  States  Government;  that 
he  never  has  nor  does  he  intend  to  take  action  against  the  Federal 
Government  nor  give  aid  and  comfort  to  those  in  arms  against  it;  is 
ready  and  willing  to  give  any  pledge  which  may  be  required  by  the 
Department  to  that  effect;  that  the  inclosed  letter  and  affidavit  of 
H.  C.  Hardy,*  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent  merchant  of  this  city, 
fully  states  the  purposes  and  objects  of  Mr.  Guthrey's  visit  to  New 
i'^ork  and  that  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  truth  of  the  same. 

After  considering  this  ease  we  are  of  opinion  that  there  does  not 
seem  sufficient  grounds  on  which  to  detain  Mr.  Guthrey  as  a  prisoner  of 
state,  and  therefore  recommend  to  the  War  Department  that  he  be 
discharged  from  custody  upon  such  conditions  as  the  Department  deem 
just. 

Y'ours,  very  respectfully, 

E.  DELAFIBLD  SMITH, 

U.  8.  District  Attorney, 
WALDO  HUTCHINS, 

Of  Counsel. 

Department  of  State,  Washinf/ton,  October  2,  lf<ei. 

I?OBERT  MtTERAT,  Z7.  8.  Marshal: 

(For  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.) 
Release  John  Garnett  Guthrey  on  engagement  to  do  no  act  hostile  or 
injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  enter  nor  hold 
correspondence  with  any  insurrectionary  State  during  insurrection  with- 
out consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

'  See  Hardy  to  Low,  pp.  512, 513. 
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FoKT  Hamilton,  October  3,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaeb,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  engagement  of  John  (xarnett  Guthrey  agree- 
ably to  yoixr  telegram  dated  October  2, 1861. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commandmfi. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  October  3, 1861. 
T,  John  Gamett  Guthrey,  do  solemnly  give  my  word  of  honor  that  I 
will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  inju- 
rious to  it.  I  do  also  solemnly  pledge  my  word  of  honor  not  to  enter 
or  correspond  with  insurrectionary  States  during  the  present  insurrec- 
tion without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

JNO.  G.  GUTHREY. 
Witnesses : 

WALTER  L.  FRANKLIN, 

Lieutenant. 
J.  OARBERY  LAY, 

Lieutenant. 

Treasury  Department,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  hei'ewith  the  papers  inclosed  in  jj^our 
letter  of  the  13th  ultimo*  from  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of 
the  Metropolitan  police  at  New  York,  with  the  schedule  of  property 
found  in  the  possession  of  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Virginia,  arrested 
and  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  as  a  political  prisoner,  the  said  papers 
having  been  submitted  by  you  for  my  consideration  as  to  the  expediency 
of  proceeding  against  the  property  under  the  confiscation  act.  I  inclose 
also  a  co]iy  of  the  report  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the 
papers  were  referred  for  his  opinion.  The  seizure  having  been  made 
by  an  officer  not  placed  by  law  under  my  control  or  supervision,  and 
the  forfeiture  being  claimed  under  the  act  of  August  6,  1861,  which 
confers  on  me  no  power  of  remission  or  mitigation,  1  do  not  conceive 
that  this  case  falls  within  my  jurisdiction,  and  the  papers  are  therefore 
returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

S.  P.  CHASE, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

413  Broome  Street,  New  Y'ork,  J)ecember  8,  1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  When  in  September  last  I  made  to  you  a  favorable  report 
in  the  case  of  John  G.  Guthrey,  of  Virginia,  the  evidence  seemed  to  war 
rant  the  conclusion  that  he  was  not  a  political  conspirator  and  that  he 
was  engaged  in  private  financial  speculation.  He  Avas  liberated  on 
parole,  the  terms  of  which  I  do  not  know. 

From  recent  reports  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  has  become  a  con- 
spirator in  some  degree.  Our  department  has  established  a  communi- 
cation with  him  unknown  to  him,  and  from  that  source  we  are  informed 
that  he  expects  soon  to  obtain  possession  of  his  State  stocks,  and  is 

*Not  foiiDd,  l)nt  see  .lordan  to  Chase.  i>.  516. 
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prepaiiug  to  go  to  England,  iirst  sending  bis  bonds  there  by  unsus- 
pected parties,  and  from  thence  to  get  to  Havana  and  the  rebel  States. 
If  that  scheme  should  be  accomplished  it  is  possible  that  his  bonds  may 
be  transmuted  into  arms  or  other  contraband  property.  It  is  said  that 
his  parole  does  not  preclude  his  going  to  England.  A  secessionist  in 
England  with  $100,000  is  capable  of  doing  more  mischief  than  he  could 
do  at  home.  If  his  parole  does  not  preclude  his  going  to  England  it 
would  be  well  to  restrict  him  to  a  residence  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

He  is  moving  all  interests  he  can  reach  to  get  hold  of  his  bonds;  has 
said  that  he  operated  only  through  Black  Eepublican  agencies  because 
the  Administration  is  Black  Eepublican.  This  he  said  in  reply  to  a 
suggestion  that  he  should  employ  J.  T.  Brady.  He  has  said  that  he 
was  not  proceeding  by  process  of  law  here  to  recover  his  bonds,  but 
was  operating  directly  with  the  Administration,  and  had  assurances 
from  his  counsel  that  within  ten  days  he  would  have  possession  of  his 
bonds  by  an  order  from  Washington.  He  is  reported  to  have  about 
8-,000  in  the  hands  of  his  agent  here  which  had  not  been  paid  over  when 
he  was  arrested  and  that  it  will  take  all  of  that  to  get  his  bonds  back. 

It  is  farther  reported  that  Mr.  Guthrey  has  entertained  the  proposi- 
tion to  supply  a  young  man  with  money  claimed  to  be  necessary  to  get 
a  commission  in  the  U.  S.  Army  with  the  design  of  having  the  officer 
when  opportunity  should  present  go  over  to  the  rebels  with  whatever 
information  or  other  aid  he  could  command.  It  is  claimed  that  Guthrey 
entered  into  this  scheme  with  avidity,  and  only  held  back  the  money 
because  he  needed  all  of  his  $2,000  above  mentioned  to  use  in  getting 
posse.sssiou  of  his  bonds.  It  is  further  reported  that  Guthrey  has  seut 
the  numbers  of  his  bonds  South  and  made  arrangements  to  have  pay- 
ment refused  except  to  himself. 

Our  detective  department  has  obtained  reports  to  the  effect  I  have 
written,  and  if  they  should  prove  true  the  man  would  be  safest  in  a 
fortress.  But  lest  there  should  be  some  mistake  I  would  suggest  that 
lor  the  present  the  action  if  any  should  be,  first,  hold  on  to  the  bonds ; 
second,  require  a  parole  that  shall  restrict  his  travels  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  where  the  police  can  observe  him. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SBTH  0.  HAWLEY. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  9,  1861. 
Seth  0.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  Yorlc. 

SiE :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant  relative 
to  John  Garnett  Guthrey.  In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  representations 
which  appear  to  be  entitled  to  credit  have  been  made  to  me  that  Mr. 
Guthrey  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  in  converting  funds  to 
aid  in  building  a  church  at  Petersburg,  Ya.  I  do  not  therefore  deem 
it  advisable  at  the  present  time  to  make  a  new  order  in  his  case.  Still 
I  hope  you  will  continue  the  surveillance  over  his  movements. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlf,  December  9,  1801. 
Hon.  WiLLiAjr  il.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Understanding  all  sorts  of  efforts  were  making  by  Mr.  Guthrey, 
who  was  lately  a  prisoner  at  Lafayette,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  bills, 
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State  scrip  aud  casli  thut  was  attaclietl  as  property  about  to  be  applied 
to  rebel  use  on  the  complaint  aud  informatiou  of  two  of  my  officers  I  have 
been  using  the  facilities  of  my  department  to  obtain  informatiou  in 
regard  to  the  movements  of  Mr.  Guthrey  and  his  friends.  By  referring 
to  my  letters  of  August  24  you  will  see  the  amount  found  on  Guthrey, 
as  well  as  that  found  on  his  companion,  George  Miles.* 

Ey  the  means  alluded  to  I  learn  that  Miles  notwithstanding  his  oath 
to  the  contrary  has  found  his  way  to  Eichmond,  aud  to-day  Guthrey 
received  a  letter  from  him  dated  Kichmond,  December  4.  To  a  person 
who  has  his  confidence  he  (Guthrey)  said  that  if  his  arrest  had  been 
delayed  twenty-four  hours  they  would  have  got  $7,000  more  on  him 
than  they  did,  as  Mr.  H.  C.  Hardy  had  procured  for  him  that  money's 
worth  more  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  deliver  over  and  that  it  still 
remained  in  Mr.  Hardy's  possession.  And  further  he  said  that  it  was 
perfectly  safe  in  Hardy's  hands  as  Messrs.  Moses  Taylor  and  Stevenson 
(I  have  not  yet  ascertained  what  Mr.  Stevenson)  were  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Hardy,  and  the  Government  would  not  dare  to  disturb  Mr.  Hardy 
with  such  friends.  He  also  to-day  expressed  great  confidence  in  being 
able  to  recover  the  attached  property  through  the  influence  of  Messrs. 
Taylor  and  Stevenson  even  if  the  property  was  confiscated ;  that  should 
they  fail  he  had  a  last  resort  through  Mr.  Del.  Smith,  which  he  wished 
to  avoid  if  possible,  but  did  not  give  as  a  reason  for  avoiding  the  last 
resort  that  it  would  cost  him  heavily. 

When  he  recovers  the  bonds,  &c.,  he  will  not  attempt  to  go  directly 
to  the  South  but  will  go  to  Europe,  thence  to  the  West  Indies  and 
watch  his  chance  to  get  home  with  his  property.  I  would  like  to  get 
possession  of  Miles'  letter  to  him  to  prove  his  forfeiture  of  the  condition 
of  the  release  of  Miles  as  well  as  to  prove  that  Guthrey  is  in  correspond- 
ence South  in  violation  of  his  stipulation.  But  I  would  not  like  to 
rearrest  a  discharged  prisoner  without  direct  orders  to  that  effect. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  early  on  this  business  so  as  to  be  able, 
to  determine  what  course  it  is  proper  for  me  to  take. 
Yery  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

finpermfendeiif. 


Department  o:^  State,  Washington,  Decemher  11,  1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorlc. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  relative  to  John 
Garnett  Guthrey.    In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  whenever  you  have 
conclusive  evidence  that  he  has  violated  the  terms  of  his  parole  you 
will  at  once  return  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEM'AED. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  Decemher  li,  isdl. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Amstant  Secretary  of  Stats. 

Sir:  I  have  received  tlie  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of 
9tli  of  December  relating  to  Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey.    If  it  is  proper 

•  See  case  of  Miles,  p.  533. 
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1  should  like  a  copy  of  the  parole  of  Mr.  Guthrey  in  order  to  know  what 
latitude  has  been  allowed  him.  If  you  can  furnish  me  a  copy  please 
do  so  or  give  me  an  order  on  Col.  Martin  Burke,  of  Fort  Lafayette,  for  a 
copy.*    *    *    * 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


Department  of  State,  WasMn0on,  Deenmber  is,  I8fil. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  JVe«o  Yorh. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant.  In  reply  I 
inclose  herewith  copies  of  the  parolet  of  J.  Grarnett  Guthrey  and  George 
Miles,  which  you  required. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


F.  W.  SEWAED 


Assistant  Secretary. 


Office  of  the  Sitpt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Yorl;  December  22,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  taken  the  aflSdavit  of  Samuel  H.  Hyman,|  a  native  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  who  deposes  to  the  fact  that  $7,000  in  bonds  belonging 
to  J.  G.  Guthrey  are  represented  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Hardy, 
No.  47  Front  street,  by  Guthrey  to  him,  and  also  states  in  effect  that 
Hardy  is  custodian  of  his  confidential  matters.  Hyman  also  testifies 
to  Guthrey  having  stated  to  him  that  he  has  written  at  least  three  let- 
ters to  friends  in  the  insurrectionary  States  and  has  received  some 
from  them.  Under  your  former  instruction  I  feel  at  liberty  to  arrest 
Guthrey  on  this  information,  but  I  fear  he  has  his  letters,  &c.,  in  the 
hands  of  Hardy,  and  I  need  an  extension  of  the  order  to  Hardy  and 
the  papers  in  his  possession.  I  would  advise  authority  to  that  effect  to 
be  given  me  immediately  by  telegraph.  I  think  I  mentioned  in  a  former 
letter  that  Hardy  is  also  a  Virginian  and  has  a  branch  house  at  Norfolk. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Supertntenient. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

Neio  Yorl;,  December  25,  3801. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  Pursuant  to  directions  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  of 
December  11 1  herewith  deliver  to  your  custody  Mr.  John  G.  Guthrey, 
of  Richmond  [Petersburg],  Va. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

*For  omitted  part  see  case  of  George  Miles. 

t  For  parole  of  Guthrey,  see  p.  518;  for  tliat  of  Miles,  see  p.  5K). 

t  See  pp.  522, 523  for  Hyman's  affidavit. 
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Office  of  j'he  Supt.  of  thk  Metropolitan  Police, 

Neto  Yorlf,  December  2(i,  186J. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewarb,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  On  the  24th  instant  Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Kichmond, 
Ta.,  was  again  taken  into  custody  and  yesterday  was  taken  to  Fort 
Hamilton  and  delivered  to  Lient.  Col.  M.  Burke.  The  inclosed  affida- 
vits of  Samuel  H.  Hyman  and  Thomas  P.  Wood  furnish  the  evidence 
on  which  I  have  acted  under  the  discretionary  authority  given  me  in 
yours  of  11th  instant.  The  same  affidavits  implicate  Mr.  H.  C.  Hardy, 
of  No.  47  Front  street,  New  York,  the  brother  referred  to  being  in 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  in  charge  of  their  house  there.  Mr.  Hardy  was  also 
taken  in  charge  on  24th,  but  after  examining  him  and  finding  him  well 
inclined  to  deliver  up  all  he  has  in  his  possession  or  in  reach  belonging  to 
Guthrey  I  released  him  on  oral  parole.  To-day  I  expect  him  to  deliver 
over  to  me  whatever  bonds,  &c.,  of  the  kind  he  retains  control  of.  He 
informed  me  that  he  had  loaned  the  bonds  on  call  and  deposited  the 
cash.  By  taking  the  course  I  have  with  him  this  property  which  no 
doubt  was  passed  out  of  his  hands  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  it 
may  be  recovered.  In  any  other  course  recovery  would  have  been 
impossible. 

Very  truly,  vours, 

JOHN  A.   KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

[Inclosure  No.  1-1 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  N'ew  Yorlc  City,  ss: 

Samuel  H.  Hyman  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
I  reside  in  the  city  of  New  York,  No.  32  West  Houston  street;  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  was  my  native  place;  I  resided  there  until  about  one  year 
since.  1  know  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  who  waslately 
a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  was  introduced  to  Guthrey  by  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Bateman  who  was  in  Fort  Lafayette  with  him.  Bate- 
man  has  gone  to  England.  I  understood  he  was  ])aroled  not  to  go  to 
States  in  rebellion.  I  understood  from  Bateman  that  he  intended  to 
get  from  England  to  the  South.  I  represented  to  Guthrey  that  1  Avished 
to  get  to  the  South  and  wanted  his  assistance.  1  had  repeated  inter- 
views with  him  night  after  night  for  some  weeks,  he  always  cautioning 
me  to  speak  low  and  to  secrecy. 

I  told  him  the  only  safe  way  to  get  there  was  to  get  a  commission  in 
the  Federal  Army  and  then  escape  across  the  lines;  that  I  could  get  a 
commission  with  money;  that  I  had  but  $500  myself;  that  it  would  cost 
from  $800  to  $1,000,  and  that  I  would  like  him  to  assist  me  to  that 
extent.  He  expressed  a  desire  and  willingness  to  aid  me  but  stated  that 
all  his  bonds  and  funds  had  been  seized  except  $7,000  in  bondsand  $2,000 
in  money,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  Hardy  &  Co.,  or  Hardy  &  Bro., 
47  Front  street,  who  had  purchased  his  bonds  for  him.  The  $7,000  in 
bonds  not  seized  had  come  in  to  Hardy  from  the  broker  after  Guthrey 
was  arrested  and  his  bonds  seized,  and  thus  escaped  seizure.  He  said 
the  difficulty  about  aiding  jne  was  that  all  the  money  in  Hardy's  hands 
would  be  required  to  pay  the  parties  for  getting  his  other  bonds  free 
and  he  did  not  dare  to  have  the  $7,000  in  bonds  put  on  the  market. 

In  the  course  of  these  conversations  he  told  me  his  i»lans  after  h(> 
should  get  possession  of  his  bonds,  as  follows:  He  intended  to  send 
them  to  England  by  putting  them  into  the  possession  of  some  ])assen- 
ger  going  to  England  who  would  not  be  suspected,  and  to  slip  off  him 
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self  and  go  from  Euglaud  to  Havana  and  thence  fliid  bis  way  into  the 
rebel  States;  or  if  he  could  not  do  that  to  send  the  bonds  to  England 
find  try  his  chance  to  get  South  from  here.  He  also  informed  me  that 
lie  had  taken  the  numbers  of  most  of  the  bonds  that  were  seized  just 
before  he  was  taken  and  that  he  had  sent  the  numbers  to  the  governors 
of  the  several  States  by  which  they  were  issued  and  applied  to  have 
them  repudiated  and  new  ones  issued  in  their  stead  if  they  should  con- 
fiscate the  bonds  here.  He  told  me  the  name  of  the  firm  of  three  lawyers 
(names  not  remembered)  employed  by  him  to  get  back  his  bonds.  I 
asked  him  why  he  did  not  employ  Brady.  He  replied  that  he  had 
employed  these  lawyers  because  they  were  Black  Eepublicans,  and 
Hardy  had  advised  him  that  they  would  have  more  weight  with  the 
Administration.  He  said  that  one  of  the  lawyers  had  been  at  Wash- 
ington on  that  business  week  before  last  and  that  he  expected  to  have 
it  settled  every  day. 

He  informed  me  about  the  7th  or  8th  of  December  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  home  dated  the  4th  of  December  informing  him 
that  they  had  seen  a  prisoner  from  Fort  Lafayette  who  had  broken  his 
parole  and  he  was  certain  it  was  Miles.  He  said  this  letter  stated  they 
dare  not  write  much  fearing  he  would  not  receive  the  letters,  but  he 
said  the  letter  contained  more  than  they  would  think.  He  also  said 
that  he  had  written  two  or  three  letters  home  but  did  not  know  whether 
they  were  received.  He  said  he  would  give  anything  to  get  home,  and 
if  he  could  get  back  his  bonds  he  would  not  care  if  the  whole  town  was 
burned. 

He  expresses  his  feelings  very  strongly  with  the  Southern  rebellion ; 
that  it  never  could  be  put  down  as  long  as  they  had  a  dollar  left  at  the 
South.  He  also  hoped  to  see  England  at  war  with  the  United  States; 
that  that  would  be  the  best  thing  that  could  happen  for  the  Southern 
States.  He  said  that  he  had  been  informed  that  the  official  authorities 
here  could  be  approached  with  money  to  get  his  bonds  free,  but  he  said 
he  was  intending  to  take  his  chance  to  get  his  bonds  by  Hardy  and  the 
lawyers  who  were  backed  by  Moses  Taylor  and  Mr.  Stephens  or  Ste- 
venson, president  or  cashier  of  some  bank,  and  if  he  failed  in  that  he 
should  have  an  attempt  made  to  see  what  could  be  done  with  money 
with  the  ofBcials.  He  said  if  he  had  had  any  idea  of  being  arrested 
he  never  should  have  had  the  bonds  in  his  possession,  but  should  have 
kept  them  locked  up  in  Hardy's  safe.  He  had  taken  them  to  his  room 
to  take  the  numbers  when  he  was  taken. 

Hardy  is  from  Norfolk,  where  there  is  a  house  of  Hardy  &  Bro. 
conducted  by  the  brother  of  this  Hardy.  He  said  that  as  soon  as  he 
got  this  thing  settled  he  would  be  off;  he  would  not  stay  in  the  town  a 
day.  He  boards  at  the  New  York  Hotel,  which  is  frequented  chiefly 
by  secessionists.  He  does  not  talk  much;  says  he  will  not  talk  to 
Yankees;  is  very  prudent.  He  spends  the  forepart  of  the  day  in 
Hardy's  office,  dines  about  5  o'clock,  and  goes  to  bed  at  9.  He  said 
they  had  means  of  corresponding  with  Kichmond  that  the  people  here 
know  nothing  about,  and  I  understand  that  Hardy  is  constantly  receiv- 
ing information  or  letters  from  Norfolk  and  Richmond,  but  he  did  not 
say  this  directly.  If  he  had  money  in  his  possession  I  have  no  doubt 
he  would  have  aided  me  in  my  pretended  plan  of  getting  South.  And 
further  saith  not. 

SAMUEL  H.  HYMAN. 

Sworn  before  me  this  22d  day  of  December,  1861. 

S.  0.  HAWLEY, 

Chief  Cleric. 
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flucloaure  Ku.  2.  | 

Metropolitan  Police  BiriTRiCT,  New  York  City,  sn  .- 

Thomas  P.  Wood  beiug  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
I  live  in  New  York.  I  have  on  several  occasions  been  in  company  with 
Samuel  H.  Hyman  whose  affidavit  is  annexed,  passing  as  his  friend  and 
as  being  of  the  same  opinion  as  Hyman  and  Guthrey.  I  can  therefore 
corroborate  many  of  the  statements  of  Mr,  Hyman,  and  particularly  his 
statement  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Guthrey  for  getting  his  bonds  and  sending 
them  to  England  and  going  there  himself  and  from  there  to  the  Southern 
States.  Guthrey  has  always  expressed  a  desire  to  get  his  bonds  and 
get  off  home  and  all  his  talk  has  been  favorable  to  secession.  I  also 
lieard  the  statement  of  receiving  the  letter  from  Petersburg,  Va.,  which 
spoke  of  the  prisoner  from  Lafayette  who  had  broken  his  parole,  as 
stated  in  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hyman.    And  further  saith  not. 

THOMAS  P.  WOOD. 

Sworn  before  me  this  22d  of  December,  1.S61. 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 

Chief  Clerl: 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  J)eeember  2C>,  1861. 
F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  proceedings  for  the  condemnation  of  the  funds  found  in 
possession  of  J.  G.  Guthrey  are  approaching  a  conclusion  and  will  be 
disposed  of  in  a  few  days.  Under  the  present  state  of  the  law  success 
is  doubtful  even  with  an  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  officials,  and 
unfortunately  the  desire  to  succeed  is  doubted  in  the  best  informed 
quarters.  This  is  a  gentle  statement  of  the  belief  entertained  here. 
Under  such  circumstances  to  allow  the  case  to  go  on  now  would  be  sure 
to  result  in  defeat.  The  money  does  not  belong  to  Mr.  Guthrey  but  to 
sundry  citizens,  firms  or  companies  South. 

The  allegation  that  he  was  here  on  this  business  for  a  church,  accord- 
ing to  his  own  showing  has  only  this  degree  of  truth.  When  he  under- 
took to  do  this  business  for  these  parties  who  own  the  funds  he  required 
them  instead  of  paying  him  for  his  services  to  subscribe  $500  toward 
paying  the  debt  of  his  favorite  church,  and  all  the  evidence  of  this  there 
is  in  the  case  is  his  own  statement.  Tlie  testimony  recently  taken 
shows  that  Mr.  Guthrey  only  awaited  the  release  of  this  money  to  go 
back  to  his  home,  and  that  he  is  as  far  from  being  favorable  to  the 
Union  as  any  Virginian. 

If  this  proceeding  is  allowed  to  proceed  now  the  result  will  be  that 
the  funds  will  be  released ;  a  not  inconsiderable  portion  will  remain  with 
the  New  York  lawyers  who  manage  the  business  and  the  remainder  go 
South  to  strengthen  the  rebellion.  The  sure  method  of  preventing  this 
is  to  direct  a  discontinuance  of  the  legal  process  and  order  the  funds  to 
be  sent  to  the  State  Department.  As  long  as  the  funds  are  here  the 
lawyers  will  not  be  idle.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that_t.his  course  will  be 
taken  at  once. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendevf. 
SETH  C.  HAWLEY. 
ROBERT  MURRAY, 

U,  S.  Mnrshnl. 
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Depabtment  of  State,  Washington,  December  28,  ISiil. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  26tli  instant  witli  its  inclosure  has  been 
received.    Your  proceedings  in  the  case  of  John  Garnett  Guthrey  and 
H.  0.  Hardy  are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

New  York,  December  30,  1801. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.J 

My  Dear  Governor  :  I  have  beeu  requested  to  forward  the  inclosed 
to  you  and  at  the  same  time  to  testify  to  the  high  character  of  Mr. 
Moses  Taylor. 

Ever  truly,  vours,  &c., 

K.  M,  BLATCHFOED. 

[luclosure.J 

New  York,  December  ^/.v,  1861. 
Moses  Taylor,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  ask  most  respectfully  your  attention 
to  the  following  statement : 

On  the  21st  of  August  last  my  friend  Mr.  John  Garnett  Gathrey,  of 
Petersburg,  Va.,  was  arrested  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  in  this  city, 
deprived  of  a  large  amount  of  property,  chiefly  bonds  of  the  Southern 
StatCxS  bought  here  in  the  usual  way,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
There  was  no  charge  against  Mr.  Guthrey,  and  after  about  six  weeks  of 
confinement  he  was  released  on  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  go  into  any 
of  the  rebellious  States,  &c.,  without  first  having  obtained  permission 
from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State.  Since  Mr.  Guthrey's  release 
he  has  lived  very  quietly  in  this  city,  and  through  counsel  has  beeu 
making  efforts  to  obtain  again  possession  of  his  property  which  has 
been  libeled!  believe  by  the  parties  who  made  the  arrest,  and  is  sought 
to  be  condemned  or  confiscated  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  in  this  city  on 
the  ground  as  I  learn  that  it  was  about  to  be  carried  South  in  violation 
of  law.  The  case  was  to  have  been  tried  by  appointment  on  the  26th 
instant. 

On  the  24th  instant  without  process  and  so  far  as  1  can  learn  on  no 
charge  Mr.  Guthrey  was  again  arrested  in  this  city  by  order  of  the 
superintendent  of  police,  doubtless  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
State  Department  at  Washington,  and  on  the  25th  instant  Avas  sent 
again  to  Fort  Lafayette.  There  are  circumstances  of  very  peculiar 
hardship  in  Mr.  Guthrey's  case  and  I  earnestly  invoke  your  kind  offices 
iu  his  behalf.  I  have  known  Mr.  Guthrey  long  and  well,  and  I  believe 
him  to  be  totally  incapable  of  any  act  unbecoming  a  Christian  gentleman. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  0.  HAEDY. 

[iiidoraeiiieut.] 

New  York,  December  28, 1861. 
I  have  entire  confidence  in  Mr.  Hardy's  statement,  and  in  my  opin- 
ion the  case  of  Mr.  Guthrey  is  one  of  great  hardship  and  he  should  be 
released. 

MOSES  TAYLOE. 
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New  York,  January  2,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Governor  :  Our  friend  M.  O.  lioberts  will  see  you  on  a 
matter  in  whicli  he  feels  much  interested — in  the  imprisonment  of  James 
[John  G.]  Guthrey  in  Fort  Lafayette  since  the  20th  of  December.  He  as 
well  as  others  of  our  friends  here  feels  confident  that  this  second  arrest 
of  him  has  been  made  on  some  misrepresentation,  and  that  an  investi- 
gation of  the  facts  will  show  it.  His  friends  earnestly  beg  for  such 
investigation  and  it  is  at  their  request  that  I  address  you.  Unless  they 
can  clear  him  from  the  charge  whatever  it  is  that  is  made  against  him 
they  will  not  for  a  moment  seek  his  release. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

It.  M.  LJLATCHFOJiD. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  January  2,  iwn. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistwnt  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  The  case  against  the  funds  of  Guthrey  must  be  tried — and  will 
be  lost  as  matters  now  stand  I  think — on  the  7th.  Shall  anything  be 
done  to  avoid  that  result  ?  If  the  measures  suggested  in  the  communi  - 
cation  of  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  marshal  (Murray)  and  myself  forwarded  by 
Mr.  Webster  should  be  approved  by  you  please  use  the  telegraph  in 
carrying  them  out  at  once. 


Yours,  respectfully. 


S.  G.  HAWLEY. 


New  York,  January  2,  i8(>i!. 
[Marshall  O.  Eoberts.] 

Dear  Eoberts  :  I  hand  you  inclosed  a  letter  just  received  from 
Mr.  Hardy  in  relation  to  Mr.  Guthrey.  I  wish  you  would  see  Mr. 
Seward  and  say  to  him  from  me  that  I  think  this  is  a  hard  case  and 
there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  about  the  propriety  of  releasing  Mr. 
Guthrey  from  Fort  Lafayette. 
Yours,  truly, 

MOSES  TAYLOK. 

[Inclosiure.] 

New  York,  January  i),  ISOH. 
Moses  Taylor,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your  kind  interest  in  behalf 
of  my  poor  friend  Mr.  Guthrey.  In  view  of  it  it  seems  to  be  niy  duty 
to  tell  you  I  have  just  been  told  that  he  is  charged  at  the  Department 
of  State  in  Washington  with  having  intercourse  with  the  South  and 
being  about  to  go  thither  secretly  in  violation  of  the  parole  he  gave 
when  released  fi^om  Fort  Lafayette  about  the  1st  of  October  last.  My 
knowledge  of  and  confidence  in  the  man  will  not  allow  me  to  credit  the 
charge  one  moment.  By  a  released  prisoner,  Mr.  Eagle,  he  received 
recently  via  Fortress  Monroe  a  letter  from  his  business  partner.  It  was 
inspected  and  marked  approved  at  Fortress  Monroe.  He  showed  it  to 
me  and  T  am  sure  the  State  Department  would  not  complain  of  it.  I 
have  no  idea  that  he  has  written  a  line  to  the  South  or  had  it  done. 
He  very  recently  refused  to  send  a  message  home  by  a  tbi'eign  consul 
then  in  this  city  on  the  ground  that  it  would  violate  his  parole.    1  am 
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SO  assured  by  an  old  friend  of  Mr.  Gutbrey,  resident  here,  a  very 
respectable  gentleman  now  retired  from  business,  wbo  will  cheerfully 
testify  thereto  if  need  be. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  Aour  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  HARDY. 

it  may  seem  superfluous  but  I  will  add  my  firm  belief  that  he  has 
never  liad  any  idea  of  going  home  without  first  having  obtained  liberty 
from  the  Department  of  State.  If  the  libel  suit  pending  against  his 
property  had  been  tried  on  the  26th  ultimo  as  it  was  appointed  it  was 
[  think  his  intention  then  to  apply  to  the  Department  of  State  for 
leave  to  go  home. 

H.  C.  U. 


New  Yokk,  January  ti,  1862. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  /Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  my  return  I  find  Mr.  Hutchins  so  situated  by  reason  of 
the  extreme  illness  of  a  member  of  his  family  that  he  may  not  be  able  to 
A  isit  Mr.  Guthrey.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  the  permission  to 
see  Mr.  Guthrey  be  made  so  as  to  admit  Mr.  Hutchins  or  myself.  The 
(iharge  made  against  Mr.  Guthrey  we  understand  to  be  that  he  violated 
his  parole  by  writing  South  or  attempting  to  go  South.  It  is  now 
desirable  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  make  his  explanation. 
We  can  scarcely  believe  it  possible  that  he  should  have  been  guilty  of 
cither  offense,  as  he  has  been  engaged  in  preparing  for  the  trial  of  a 
cause  involving  a  large  amouut  of  property  iu  which  the  question  of 
his  loyalty  is  involved. 

*  Your  early  attention  would  oblige,  vours,  very  respectfully, 

AUGUSTUS  SCHELL. 


DepAET>IENT  of  State,  Washington,  January  29,  1862. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  YorTi. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  inclose  a  sworn  statement  from  Mr.  J.  Garnett 
Guthrey,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette.    Will  you  please  return  it  to 
this  Department  after  reading  it  with  your  opinion  thereon? 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  F.  W.  SEWAKD, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

[luclosure.] 

State  of  New  York,  Kings  County,  ss: 

John  G.  Guthrey.  now  in  Fort  Lafayette,  being  duly  sworn  says  that 
he  was  arrested  on  the  24th  day  of  December  last  in  the  city  of  New 
York:  that  as  he  has  been  informed  the  cause  of  his  arrest  was  the 
alleged  violation  of  his  parole  in  writing  to  his  friends  in  the  South  and 
in  making  arrangements  to  leave  the  city  of  New  York,  This  deponent 
in  answer  to  said  alleged  charges  denies  that  at  any  time  since  his  re- 
lease from  Fort  Lafayette,  on  or  about  the  3d  day  of  October  last  he  has 
written  or  communicated  in  writing  with  any  person  or  persons  in  Vir- 
ginia or  any  other  of  the  Southern  States,  and  he  denies  that  he  has  at 
any  time  made  any  arrangements  to  leave  the  State  of  New  York  in 
violation  of  his  parole,  nor  has  ho.  had  any  intention  of  leaving  said 
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State  without  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
being  first  obtained.  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has 
important  business  which  requires  his  attendance  in  the  city  of  New 
York ;  and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has  faithfully  observed 
the  conditions  on  which  his  release  from  Fort  Lafayette  was  formerly 
granted,  and  that  there  is  no  truth  in  the  allegations  which  he  under- 
stands have  been  made  against  him.  And  further  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has  not  received  any  com- 
munication from  the  South  since  his  said  release  except  a  letter  from 
Eeuben  Eagland,  of  Petersburg,  Va.,  some  time  in  the  middle  of  Decem- 
ber last,  which  letter  as  deponent  was  informed  came  by  the  way  of 
Norfolk  under  a  flag  of  truce  and  was  examined,  as  its  indorsement 

stated,  by  Davis,  provost-marshal,  which  letter  is  now  in  the 

possession  of  the  U.  S.  authorities,  the  same  having  been  taken  fi'om 
this  deponent  at  the  time  of  his  arrest.    And  further  saith  not. 

JNO.  G.  GUTHEEY. 

Sworn  before  me  this  13th  day  of  January,  1862,  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
I  being  a  commissioned  oflicer  in  the  U.  S.  Army,  and  recourse  cannot 
be  had  to  any  oflScer  named  iu  925th  article  of  the  Army  Eegulations 
of  1857  and  1031  of  regulations  of  1801  prior  to  a  commissioned  officer. 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
First  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Font. 


New  York,  February  11,  1862. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  now  some  two  weeks  since  I  had  an  interview  with 
you  relative  to  the  release  of  John  G.  Guthrey  now  in  confinement  at 
Fort  Lafayette.  If  no  report  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Department  in 
his  case  may  I  request  that  action  may  be  had  as  soon  as  consistent 
with  the  public  interest,  as  I  am  convinced  that  Mr.  Guthrey  is  unjustly 
deprived  of  his  liberty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WALDO  HUTOHINS. 

New  York.  Vehrmiry  12, 1802. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  order  I  have  reexamined  the  case  of 
J.  Garnett  Guthrey  and  had  an  interview  with  him  in  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  am  satisfied  that  he  did  not  break  or  attempt  to  break  his  former 
parole.  The  evidence  adduced  against  him  on  that  point  was  from  a 
tainted  source  and  narrated  an  attempt  by  interested  parties  to  induce 
him  to  commit  himself,  which  attempt  was  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Guthrey 
is  an  honest  man  in  everything  except  his  political  fidelity.  On  that 
bead  he  is  a  Virginia  abstractionist  whose  prayers  are  always  against 
the  Government.  Until  his  funds  that  have  been  libeled  are  released 
or  confiscated  he  can  be  trusted  on  parole.  My  belief  is  that  he  will 
keep  the  conditions  faithfully  and  that  he  ought  to  be  offered  his  release 
on  the  former  conditions.  He  says  to  me  that  he  would  as  soon  remain 
in  the  fort  but  if  oftered  the  choice  I  think  he  will  accept  liberty. 

I  have  been  a  little  embarrassed  in  his  case  by  the  following  circum- 
stance, which  has  delayed  iny  conclusion  iu  hin  case,  to  wit:  On  Friday 
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the  Ttli  last,  a  gentleman  called  on  nie  in  relation  to  Mr.  Guthrey.  He 
(lid  not  disclose  his  name.  On  Monday  last,  the  10th,  Hon.  Augustus 
Schell  called  on  me  in  relation  to  Mr,  Guthrey  and  informed  me  that  the 
gentleman  who  called  on  Saturday  was  from  his  oflSce.  The  next  day  I 
learned  that  Doctor  Ives  was  in  Fort  McHenry  and  that  he  was  the  man 
who  called  on  me  from  Mr.  Schell's  oflSce.  Not  knowing  what  Mr.  Ives 
is  held  for  I  have  not  allowed  the  circumstance  to  prejudice  the  case  of 
Mr.  Guthrey. 

On  reflection  I  think  Mr.  Guthrey  should  be  offered  his  parole  as 
before.  I  think  also  that  the  suit  for  the  sequestration  of  the  funds 
taken  with  Mr.  Guthrey  ought  to  be  pressed  to  an  issue  at  once  and 
decided  one  way  or  the  other.  At  this  point  Mr.  Moses  H.  Grinnell 
called  ou  behalf  of  Mr.  Guthrey  and  submitted  an  affidavit*  and  peti- 
tion which  I  inclose,  I  return  herewith  the  paper  inclosed  to  me  and 
also  those  submitted  by  Mr.  Grinnell. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  0.  HAWLEY. 

[lucloaure.] 

New  York,  February  8,  1863. 
Hon.  William  H,  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned  merchants  of  this  city  most  respectfully  ask 
your  candid  notice  of  the  following  plain  statement  of  the  facts  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  John  G.  Guthrey,  now  in  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
Mr.  Guthrey  we  will  premise  is  over  fifty  years  of  age,  known  to  us  per- 
sonally as  a  man  of  unusually  mild,  retiring  manners  and  inoftiensive 
disi)ositiou.  We  regard  him  as  a  highly  honorable  Christian  gentleman. 
Mr.  Guthrey  is  a  native  of  Virginia,  resident  at  the  city  of  Petersburg, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  He  reached 
this  city  on  the  8th  of  August  last,  his  avowed  object  being  to  buy  the 
stocks  of  Southern  States  in  consequence  of  their  then  low  price  here. 
His  purchases  were  made  at  the  regular  board  of  brokers  in  the  usual 
way,  and  such  stocks  are  still  daily  bought  and  sold  there. 

On  the  21st  of  August  Mr.  Guthrey  was  arrested  at  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Hotel  in  this  city  by  the  detective  police,  under  orders  we  judge  from 
the  Department  of  State,  and  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  The  parties  who 
made  the  arrest  deprived  him  of  sundry  bonds,  checks,  drafts  and 
moneys  we  believe  to  the  nominal  value  of  over  $150,000.  After  six 
weeks  of  confinement  Mr.  Guthrey,  against  whom  personally  we  believe 
no  charge  was  brought,  was  released  from  imprisonment  ou  giving  liis 
parole  not  to  go  or  write  South  except  by  your  permission.  The  bonds 
and  money  taken  from  him  were  libeled  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  here 
for  confiscation  on  the  ground  that  they  were  being  carried  South  in 
violation  of  law.  After  many  delays  the  case  was  set  for  trial  ou  the 
2Cth  of  December  last. 

Ou  the  i'4th  day  of  December,  two  days  before  the  trial  was  to  have 
taken  place,  Mr.  Guthrey  was  again  arrested  by  the  detective  police 
and  ou  Christmas  Day  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafaj^ette  where  he  yet  remains. 
We  are  told  this  second  arrest  is  made  under  a  charge  of  violating  his 
parole.    In  reply  to  tliis  we  take  leave  to  refer  you  to  tlie  accompanying 
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copy  of  au  oath  or  affidavit*  of  Mr.  Guthrey  made  at  Fort  Lafayette  on 
tlie  13tli  ultimo.  We  have  read  it  carefully  and  unhesitatingly  declare 
our  confidence  in  the  truth  of  it. 

We  beg  leave  now,  sir,  with  great  deference,  to  say  that  Mr.  Guthrey 
has  not  in  our  opinion  deserved  the  punishment  he  has  so  long  and 
])atient]y  borne  and  to  venture  the  hope  that  it  will  seem  to  you  proper 
to  restore  him  to  his  liberty. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

J  AS.  T.  A.  PATTEESON, 

104  Front  Street. 
WM.  11.  PKICE  &  CO., 

77  Front  Street. 
SAML.  G.  BAPTIST, 

93  Water  Street. 
M.  H.  GRINNELL. 

Without  .knowing  anything  of  his  business  I  believe  Mr.  Gutbrey  to 
be  a  most  reliable,  quiet  Christian  gentleman. 

JAMES  HUNTEE, 

174  Front  Street, 
[And  eleven  others]. 


War  Department,  February  17, 1802. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  Mr.  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  a  iDrisouer 
confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  on  his  giving  his  written  parole  of  honor 
that  he  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  colonel,  &c., 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  February  30,  18(12. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  G. 
Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  the  parole  of  honor  of  J.  Garnett  Guthrey, 
signed  by  him  to-day  in  obedience  to  your  directions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Gonmmndiny. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  February  20,  1862. 
I,  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  do  solemnly  promise  on  my  word  that  1 
will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Govern 
uient  of  the  United  States. 

-INO.  GAENETT  GUTHEEY. 

Witness : 

HAEEY  C.  EGBEET, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

,seo  p.  r)27  for  Ontlirey's  afiSflavit. 
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Case  of  George  Miles. 

George  Miles,  of  Eicbmoud,  Ya.,  was  arrested*  by  John  A.  Kennedy, 
superintendent  of  police  in  New  York  City,  August  21, 18C1,  and  com- 
mitted to  Fort  Lafayette,  He  was  charged  with  collecting  moneys  in 
loyal  States  for  persons  residing  in  the  insurrectionary  States.  Money 
and  securities  belonging  to  persons  living  South  were  found  on  his 
person.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
October  3, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, to  release  Miles  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulating 
that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any  corre- 
spondence with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United 
States  during  the  present  insurrection.  He  was  accordingly  released 
October  o,  1861. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■'■Arrests  for 
BisloyaltyP 


Washington,  August  21,  I86I. 
J.  A.  Kennedy,  Supermtendent,  New  YorTc : 
Send  George  Miles  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  send  the  money  to  me. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Secretary  of  State. 


OPFIOE   of   the   SUPEEINTENDENT   OF  POLICE, 

New  YorTc,  August  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  I  send  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Inspector  Leonard  Mr.  George  Miles,  of  Eichmond,  Ya.,  whom  he 
wishes  detained. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Suferintendent. 


Fort  Lafayette,  August  23, 1801. 

Colonel  Burke, 

Commandant  Fort  Lafayette  and  Fort  Hamilton. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  ai-rest  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  August  21, 1861, 
I  had  taken  from  me  by  Superintendent  Kennedy,  of  the  New  York 
l)olice  department,  a  package  of  money  sealed  in  a  brown  envelope 
containing  over  $7,000  in  Southern  bank  notes,  checks  on  Northern 
blinks  and  negotiable  notes  on  Eichmond  merchants;  also  not  inclosed 
in  this  envelope  two  checks  on  New  York  banks  for  $4,500;  one  certifi- 
cate of  Yirginia  State  stock  for  $1,000;  also  $1,000  in  gold  and  $225 
ill  gold  taken  from  my  person  by  the  sergeant  of  police  who  arrested 
uie,  making  in  all  $1,225  in  gold;  also  in  an  envelope  directed  to  Crew 
&  Pembertou,  Eichmond,  negotiable  notes  on  Eichmond  for  collection 


■  See  affidavit  of  Robert  Murray,  Septomber  28,  1861,  iu  case  of  Millner,  post,  for 
iuiportaut  reference  to  Miles'  arrest. 
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for  something  like  $2,000.  I  do  not  now  recollect  any  other  money  I 
may  have  had,  nor  do  not  say  that  there  is  other  money,  as  my  letters 
and  papers  were  taken  from  me. 

For  none  of  this  money  have  I  any  receipt  or  ackuowledgmeut  and 
deeming  you  to  be  the  proper  person  to  take  and  hold  this  money  1 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  on  the  subject  to  either  obtain 
the  money  or  an  acknowledgment  for  the  same.  I  claim  of  this  money 
as  my  individual  property  the  $1,225  in  gold,  the  Virginia  certificate  of 
State  stock  for  $1,000  and  $200  of  the  Virginia  banlc  notes;  in  all 
$2,425;  also  about  $900  of  the  negotiable  notes  made  payable  in  Eich- 
mond  to  my  order.  My  individual  property  should  at  least  be  in  your 
possession,  as  I  am  innocent  of  any  act  or  attempt  to  violate  the  laws 
of  the  Government  sufi&cient  to  place  me  in  my  ])resent  unpleasant 
situation,  and  could  my  case  be  properly  heard  and  the  proofs  I  could 
bring  to  bear  iu  my  case  I  have  no  doubt  of  my  being  released. 

I  shall  try  and  bear  my  confinement  as  a  man  unconscious  of  offense 
to  the  Government,  hoping  all  will  come  right  and  trusting  in  your 
honor  as  an  oflicer  and  a  gentlemau  to  protect  my  jjroperty  as  far  as  it 
lies  iu  your  power. 

All  of  the  property  in  my  possession  belonged  to  private  citizens. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  let  the  letters  written  be  forwarded  and 
confer  a  favor  by  letting  lue  know  your  determination  about  the 
money? 

I  remain,  respectfully, 

GEOKGE  MILES. 

P.  S. — I  have  only  $10  iu  money  and  my  meals  cost  me  $1  per  day. 
Unless  you  obtain  my  money  or  some  portion  of  it  from  Mr.  Kennedy 
I  shall  have  no  means  of  buying  common  necessities. 

G.  M. 


Office  of  Superintendent  of  Police, 

JHew  York,  August  ^4,  1801. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  At  the  time  when  Mr.  George  Miles,  of  Eichmoud,  Va.,  was 
arrested  Mr.  Sergeant  Young  and  Detective  King  of  my  force,  who 
effected  the  arrest,  found  on  his  person  and  among  his  effects  one  cer- 
tificate or  bond  of  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  par  value  of  $1,000 
and  sundry  bank  bills,  specie,  checks,  &c.,  amounting  in  the  gross  to 
$13,129.16,  all  of  which  property  Miles  admitted  to  me  belonged  to  per- 
sons now  residing  in  Eichmoud,  excepting  the  Virginia  State  bond  and 
$1,000  in  gold  which  he  claimed  as  his  individual  property.  I  hq,ve 
directed  $200  of  the  amount  to  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
M,  Burke  for  the  personal  use  of  Miles  while  iu  confinement.  The 
balance  is  held  for  seizure  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  whenever  he  is  prepared 
to  libel  it.  Meanwhile  I  deem  it  proper  to  forward  you  an  inventory  of 
the  projierty,  which  accompanies  this  note. 
Very  respectfully, 

-JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Svperintendcnt . 
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IIiicloHiire.] 

Jnventurji  of  assets  funiirt  hniusseasiou  of  Geovtji;  Miles,  AuijusI  :?I,  ISUt. 

Virginia  6  per  cent  bond  of  $1,000,  No.  6913. 

Amount  of  bank  bills,  certificates  of  deposits,  in  package  addressed  to 

Messrs.  J.  T.  and  S.  G.  Thayer,  17  Central  Wharf ; $7, 119. 16 

Amount  of  cash  in  bank  bills 285.00 

Amount  of  cash  in  gold 1, 225. 00 

Amount  in  checks  payable  to  the  order  of  James  Thomas,  jr.,  on  the  Bank 
of  North  America,  New  York : 

No.  5352 $2,500.00 

No.  5353 2,000.00 

4,500.00 

13, 129. 16 
Of  this  amount  I  have  deposited  in  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke  at 
Fort  Hamilton,  for  the  personal  use  of  Miles,  in  gold 200. 00 

Balance  cash,  &c.,  in  hand 12,929.16 

J.  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1801. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorh. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  communications* 
of  the  24th  instant  and  to  state  in  reply  that  your  course  with  regard 
to  the  cases  of  Guthrey  and  Miles  is  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  28, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winpield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  return  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Miles  and  Guthrey  which  you  yesterday  referred  to  this  Depart- 
ment and  to  state  in  reply  that  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.,  superintendent 
of  police  at  Xew  York,  has  represented  to  this  Department  that  he 
had  caused  to  be  deposited  with  Colonel  Burke  at  Fort  Hamilton  the 
.sum  of  $200  to  defray  the  personal  expenses  of  Miles  and  also  a  like 
sum  to  defray  those  of  Guthrey  which  seems  to  supersede  the  necessity 
of  making  any  further  provision  at  this  time  for  those  objects. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  August  31, 1801. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  a  tobacco  manufacturer  of  the  city  of  Eichmond 
whose  whole  business  has  been  done  with  Northern  commission  mer- 
chants. At  the  commencement  of  these  troubles  I  had  a  shipment  of 
tobacco  seized  on  the  schooner  Mary  which  was  afterward  released. 
Feeling  some  uneasiness  about  the  safety  of  my  goods  I  went  North 
and  was  kindly  received  and  well  treated. 

On  my  return  home  I  was  solicited  by  Mr.  Thomas,  a  wealthy  manu- 
facturer, to  return  and  wind  up  his  business  in  the  Northern  cities. 


•  See  case  of  John  Garnett  Guthrey,  p.  510,  for  one  of  these  letters. 
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After  some  persuasiou  1  agreed  to  go,  especially  as  my  own  business 
was  ruined  and  I  wanted  to  go  North  to  try  and  make  arrangements  to 
commence  my  business  North.  I  had  business  in  Boston  with  Fisher 
&  Co.,  Tilton  &  Oo,,  Abbot  &  Co.  and  J.  T.  &  S.  G.  Thayer;  in  New 
York  with  Messrs.  Charles  M.  Connelly  &  Co.  and  Buckley  &  Moore; 
in  Philadelphia  with  Buckner,  McCammon  &  Co.,  Mercer  &  Antels, 
Motz  &  Beam  and  Donan  &  Tait. 

This  business  was  purely  of  a  peaceful  nature.  These  were  the  only 
parties  with  whom  I  had  any  transactions.  I  received  several  letters 
and  accounts  and  some  moneys  from  these  parties;  also  several  letters 
I  supposed  of  a  peaceful  and  family  nature  left  for  me  with  the  request 
that  I  would  mail  them  in  Nashville.  I  know  nothing  of  the  coiitents 
of  these,  but  suppose  the  contents  were  not  unfriendly  to  the  United 
States  Government  as  I  could  not  believe  that  any  one  would  betray 
my  confidence  so  far  as  to  impose  upon  my  kindness  and  make  jiie  the 
bearer  of  any  treasonable  correspondence. 

I  claim  to  be  free  from  any  act  of  hostility  or  any  intention  to  violate 
any  law  of  the  United  States  Government  either  here  or  at  home,  and 
defy  proof  of  any  act  of  mine  to  justify  my  present  imprisonment. 
What  property  I  have  is  principally  in  the  North,  and  two  letters  of 
mine — one  in  the  hands  of  Fisher  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  and  one  in  the 
hands  of  Buckner,  McCammon  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia — can  be  pro- 
duced wherein  I  requested  them  not  to  send  me  any  money  as  I  pre- 
ferred its  remaining  where  it  was.  I  also  proposed  to  Mr.  Buckner,  of 
the  firm  of  Buckner,  McCammon  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  to  start  one  of 
his  sons  in  business  with  me  and  I  would  on  my  return  home  make  my 
arrangements  and  move  my  family  to  Philadelphia.  This  proposition 
of  mine  was  taken  into  consideration  by  Mr.  Buckner.  You  can  easily 
ascertain  these  proofs  as  they  should  have  some  bearing  on  my  case. 

I  did  receive  some  money  for  myself  (which  was  taken  from  me)  to 
pay  off  some  debts  in  the  event  of  my  making  arrangements  to  move 
my  family  North.  Some  portions  of  the  moneys  I  had  in  my  posses- 
sion were  drafts  on  Kichmond  merchants  for  collection  there.  1  also 
had  business  on  my  return  with  Cincinnati  and  Ijonisville  tobacco 
houses. 

1  believe,  sir,  I  have  given  you  the  whole  truth  in  relation  to  my  busi- 
ness North  and  feel  confident  if  you  would  look  into  my  case  that  yoiir 
sense  of  justice  and  right  would  urge  it  upon  you  to  iirocure  my  release. 
You  are  not  only  depriving  me  of  my  liberty  but  are  causing  a  great 
deal  of  unhappiness  to  my  wife  and  children.  T  have  no  relations  to 
look  after  and  befiiend  them. 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

GEO.  MILES. 

Fort  Lafayette,  iSeptcmher  17, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  I  understand  I  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  this 
fortress  on  the  charge  of  collecting  money  to  carry  South.  If  this  is 
the  only  charge  why  cannot  my  liberty  be  restored,  as  I  have  given  up 
the  money?  It  is  true  I  cannot  aftbrd  to  lose  this  money,  but  my  busi- 
ness is  fast  going  to  ruin  with  no  one  to  look  after  my  interests.  I  have 
fifty  hired  hands  with  no  one  to  look  after  and  take  care  of  them,  to  say 
nothing  of  my  own  family  who  are  left  in  an  unprotected  situation.  In 
collecting  this  money  I  was  innocent  of  any  intention  to  break  the  laws, 
as  President  Lincoln's  proclamation  was  not  promulgated  till  after  I  had 
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collected  the  greater  portiou  of  this  money  aud  I  was  iuforuied  aud  so 
understood  that  this  proclamation  did  not  go  into  effect  until  the  expira- 
tion of  fifteen  days. 

If  you  have  any  other  charge  against  me  of  disloyalty  to  the  Govern- 
ment I  humbly  petition  for  an  opportunity  to  clear  myself,  feeling  con- 
fident that  I  can  bring  proof  sufficient  to  convince  you  that  I  am  simply 
a  business  man;  have  never  taken  any  part  in  the  secession  of  the 
Southern  States.  If  I  am  held  as  a  prisoner  of  war  you  did  me  a 
wrong  as  I  am  not  a  native  of  the  South.    I  am  from  New  Jersey. 

Is  there  no  way  by  which  I  can  be  restored  to  my  wife  and  children? 
Cannot  I  give  my  parole  to  report  in  Washington  and  have  a  hearing, 
or  can  I  not  be  released  under  bonds  ?  Am  1  to  be  kept  here  to  the 
ruin  of  my  health  while  all  my  interests  are  to  suffer  and  go  to  ruin? 
I  beg  of  you  to  give  me  a  hearing  or  at  least  let  me  know  why  I  am 
detained  here.  I  ask  this  much  in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity. 
EespectfuUv.  "ours, 

GEO.  MILES. 

(Copy  to  Hon.  William  H.  Seward.) 

Philadelphia,  September  19, 1861. 
J.  Lesley,  Jr. 

Sir  :  I  send  you  my  niece's  letter  in  regard  to  Mr.  Miles'  imprison- 
ment at  Fort  Lafayette.  You  can  read  it  and  then  hand  it  to  the 
general.  You  can  tell  him  who  A.  J.  Buckner  is  as  he  deals  altogether 
with  the  South  in  the  tobacco  trade.  He  is  worth  $300,000.  He  says 
Miles  is  loyal  and  if  necessary  he  will  go  his  security  for  his  appear- 
ance or  for  anything  the  general  may  want.  I  would  say  that  my 
niece  is  a  lady  and  daughter  of  A.  J.  Buckner,  of  this  place.  I  hope 
you  will  urge  it  on  him  to  have  Miles  released  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest.  Please  let  me  know  what  the  general  will  do 
in  the  matter. 

Oblige,  yours,  in  a  hurry, 

T.  T.  DEKINGEE. 

[Iiiclosure.J 

Philadelphia,  September  19, 1801. 
[Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. J 

My  Dear  General  :  Mr.  Miles  has  been  arrested  and  I  would  refer 
you  to  my  niece's  letter  in  regard  to  his  sentiments.  The  letter  is  long 
but  it  will  pay  you  for  its  perusal.  Her  father,  A.  J.  Buckner,  knows 
him  well.  He  is  the  largest  tobacco  commission  merchant  in  the 
United  States,  connected  altogether  with  the  South.  He  will  go  any 
amount  of  bail  for  Mr.  Miles  if  you  require  it.  Now,  general,  if  it  is  no 
serious  charge  against  Miles  I  do  hope  for  the  sake  of  humanity  you 
will  have  him  released.  I  could  write  you  a  volume  but  I  know  your 
time  is  precious.  Anything  you  may  require  in  regard  to  Miles'  loy- 
alty can  be  substantiated  by  Buckner  and  Woodward.  1  will  leave  it 
with  you  hoping  you  will  answer. 
Truly,  your  true  friend, 

T.  T.  DERINGEE. 

[Sub-incloBurt'.] 

LiNWOOD,  September  13, 1861. 
My  Dear  Uncle:  I  presume  you  will  be  somewhat  perplexed  to  see 
my  name  affixed  to  these  pages  for  it  has  been  some  time  since  we  met 
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aud  a  much  longer  oue  since  you  received  a  note  from  me,  but  I  hope 
by  their  rareness  when  they  do  arrive  they  will  be  doubly  appreciated 
and  the  love  for  the  writer  strengthened.  You  are  well  aware  that  the 
Government  has  very  properly  found  it  necessary  to  take  into  safe- 
keeping men  who  have  been  known  to  possess  rebel  proclivities  and  at 
the  same  time,  even  in  case  of  iunocence,  they  are  allowed  but  small 
chance  of  defense,  and  you  know  too  there  are  men  living  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  South  who  are  loyal  Union  men  to  the  backbone  though 
afraid  to  express  their  sentiments  there.  Such  a  one  is  Mr.  Miles.  He 
came  up  here  on  his  own  private  business  and  it  was  before  the  law 
passed  prohibiting  any  money  to  be  paid  the  rebel  States.  During  his 
short  stay  in  Philadelphia  he  ran  down  and  took  tea  with  us,  and  in 
course  of  conversation  he  remarked  he  had  always  been  partial  to  the 
North  and  hoped  ere  long  to  persuade  his  wife  to  leave  the  South  for- 
ever arid  take  up  their  abode  in  the  North.  (I  write  this  to  show  you 
his  feelings,  and  his  friends  knowing  this  it  seems  to  me  worse  than 
criminal  to  hesitate  in  striving  to  have  him  released.)  Mr.  Woodward's 
grandma  Avas  present  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  fear  meeting  with 
difQculties  here,  being  a  Southerner.  He  replied,  "Oh,  no;  my  busi- 
ness has  nothing,  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  either  North  or  South.  It 
is  entirely  of  a  private  business  nature  and  interferes  with  no  one." 
He  had  transacted  his  business  and  was  on  his  way  home  when  he  was 
arrested  and  put  in  Fort  Lafayette.  If  there  ever  was  an  unjust 
arrest  it  was  this.  He  has  one  of  the  loveliest  wives,  who  is  quite 
delicate,  and  two  children,  and  he  can  neither  hear  from  nor  see  them. 
Is  it  not  as  bad  as  death  and  so  sad?  The  arrest  of  those  wretched 
traitors  to  their  country's  cause  is  a  deed  of  charity  to  us  all,  but  in 
this  case  it  is  a  mistake  and  should  be  rectified.  Now,  uncle,  for  your 
part.  Now,  uncle,  you  know  you  have  much  influence  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  AVar,  Mr.  Cameron,  and  you  can  get  almost  any  request  you 
make  granted,  and  I  want  you  for  my  sake,  for  God's  sake,  have  justice 
done  this  person.  If  I  can  induce  you  to  have  him  released  through 
your  good  influence  I  will  consider  it  is  the  only  righteous  act  of  my 
ifife  and  my  gratitude  to  you  will  be  unspeakable.  Suffice  it  to  say  at 
any  time  and  in  any  way  I  can  repay  you  it  shall  be  done  with  my 
whole  heart.  1  could  scarcely  sleep  last  night  thinking  of  that  poor 
wife's  feelings.  God  knows  if  she  be  still  living.  We  are  promised  a 
rich  reward  if  we  "do  justly  and  love  mercy."  This  will  be  both  jus- 
tice and  mercy.  Mr.  Woodward  and  I  were  speaking  of  Mr.  Miles  last 
evening  and  he  did  not  know  exactly  what  to  do,  but  thought  he  would 
see  you  and  get  your  advice  on  the  subject;  but  he  is  like  other  busi- 
ness men,  puts  things  oft'  until  it  is  too  late;  and  you  know,  dear 
uncle,  blood  is  thicker  than  water  aud  if  an  act  of  justice  and  mercy  is 
to  be  done  I  would  like  one  of  my  own  relatives  to  be  the  means  of 
eftecting  it.  This  is  entirely  between  you  and  me.  I  will  be  sincerely 
obliged  if  you  will  answer  as  soon  as  you  consider  it  and  say  what  can 
be  done.  Mr.  Woodward  does  not  know  I  am  writing  you,  neither  will 
1  tell  him  till  I  have  heard  from  you.  God  in  His  mercy  grant  your 
answer  may  be  hopeful.  If  Mr,  W.  calls  upon  you  before  you  answer 
this  do  not  say  I  have  written  you,  only  give  him  your  good  advice. 
I  must  close. 

Believe  me,  dear  uncle,  prayerfully,  your  niece, 

LAVINIA. 
Direct  Mrs.  T.W.Woodward,  Linwood  Station,  Delaware  County,  Pa. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  23, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  YorTc. 

Sir:  I  inclose  lierewith  the  papers  in  the  case  of  George  Miles,  a 
prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Will  you  please  proceed  to  take 
proofs  in  his  case,  giving  notice  to  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq.,  and  other 
parties,  and  report  the  result  of  your  examination  to  me. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  25, 1861. 
Hon.  Seth  C.  Hawley,  New  York. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  instant  this  Department  transmitted  the  papers  to 
you  for  examination  and  opinion  in  the  case  of  George  Miles,  a  prisoner 
confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and  herewith  I  inclose  a  letter*  from  that 
person  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  by  him  referred  to  this  Department 
which  you  will  please  examine  and  return  with  the  other  papers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Port  Lafayette,  October  1, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  now  six  weeks  since  I  have  been  imprisoned.  I  have 
made  two  appeals  to  you  to  be  released.  My  business  at  home  is  going 
to  the  dogs.  I  have  a  wife,  children  and  two  sisters  dependent  upon 
me  for  support  and  you  are  well  aware  that  provisions  and  clothing  are 
scarce  and  very  dear.  I  left  them  with  a  small  amount  of  money  not 
expecting  to  meet  with  this  cruel  treatment.  I  am  unable  to  hear  from 
or  to  get  a  letter  to  them  and  for  their  sakes  I  will  cheerfully  make  any 
sacrifice. 

You  have  taken  from  me  a  considerable  amount  of  money.  This 
money  I  cannot  afford  to  lose  but  I  will  make  no  claim  to  it.  If  I  have 
broken  any  law  in  the  collection  of  this  money  let  the  loss  of  it  be  a 
sufficient  punishment.  I  am  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
to  execute  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  same,  and  I  again 
state  to  you  that  I  have  never  aided  the  rebellion  of  the  Southern 
States  either  directly  or  indirectly.  I  have  never  meddled  in  politics 
and  have  been  the  loser  by  this  rebellion  in  the  prostration  of  my  busi- 
ness, and  ask  my  release  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  whole  Union. 

If  you  have  any  other  charge  than  that  of  collecting  money  what  is 
it,  and  how  am  I  to  prove  my  innocence  if  I  am  to  be  deprived  of  a  per- 
sonal examination?  I  have  no  outside  influence  to  bring  to  bear  upon 
my  case  for  I  am  a  poor  man.  I  am  not  able  to  employ  counsel  nor  do 
I  know  of  any  being  employed  in  my  case.  Therefore  1  humbly  submit 
my  case  to  your  judgment  and  ask  a  release  for  the  sake  of  my  family. 
If  this  is  denied  me  then  I  ask  that  you  will  allow  me  to  forward 
through  Washington  a  letter  to  my  family. 
Eespectftilly,  yours, 

GEO.  MILES. 

*  See  Miles  to  Cameron,  Angnst  31;  also  September  17. 
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New  York,  October  1, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  United  States. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  23d  September  with  inclosures  iu  relation  to 
George  Miles,  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  were  received  in  due  course. 
I  have  examined  his  case  and  taken  all  the  testimony  against  him  that 
I  can  discover,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

It  appears  that  George  Miles  was  a  commercial  agent  engaged  in  dis- 
posing of  property  and  collecting  moneys  in  the  loyal  States  for  persons 
in  the  States  declared  iu  the  President's  proclamation  to  be  in  insurrec- 
tion. That  when  arrested  he  had  in  possession  securities  and  moneys 
so  collected  which  he  was  about  to  carry  South  to  the  States  in  insun'ec- 
tion.  A  schedule  of  these  securities  and  moneys  was  furnished  you  by 
the  superintendent  of  police,  J.  A.  Kennedy,  and  is  herewith  reinclosed.* 
It  further  appears  that  he  was  seeking  to  cover  up  tlie  funds  and  i>rop- 
erty  of  his  employers  to  save  them  from  confiscation. 

Even  if  the  securities  and  moneys  found  on  Mr.  Miles  are  subject  to 
confiscation  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  6,  18G1,  or 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  13, 1861,  his  acts  as  they 
appear  in  the  testimony  do  not  amount  to  a  legal  offense  for  which  he 
could  be  personally  convicted  as  a  criminal.  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
pretended  that  the  securities  and  moneys  were  intended  to  be  used  or 
employed  in  aiding,  abetting  or  promoting  insurrection  or  resistance  to 
the  laws.  I  do  not  see  how  any  offense  can  be  established  against  Mr. 
Miles. 

"Very  respectfully,  yours, 

SBTH  0.  HAWLEY. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  documents  transmitted  to  me  and  in  addition 
the  affidavit  of  John  S.  Young,  sergeant  of  detectives,  which  contains 
all  the  evidence  I  can  hear  of  against  Mr.  Miles. 

[Indorsement.] 

October  3,  [1861]. 
Let  Miles  be  released  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaging 
to  hold  no  correspondence  and  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious. 

W.  H.  S[EWARD]. 

[Inclosuro.l 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  City  of  Neio  Yorli,  ss  .- 

John  S.  Young  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  [say]  as  follows : 
I  am  sergeant  of  the  detective  force  of  New  York.  I  arrested  George 
Miles  at  the  Metropolitan  Hotel,  New  York,  about  or  before  20th  ot 
August  last  and  searched  him  and  his  baggage  and  found  the  funds 
described  in  a  schedule  furnished  by  Superintendent  J.  A.  Kennedy  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  also  numbers  of  letters  addressed  to  persons 
South  from  persons  here.  These  letters  were  sealed.  Miles  was  pre- 
pared to  start  for  the  South  that  evening.  He  had  been  a  room  mate 
with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Jones  who  talked  violent  secession  doc- 
trines very  openly  and  indiscreetly.  Miles  said  less  and  was  more  dis- 
creet. Miles  said  that  his  business  was  as  agent  for  Southern  men  of 
business  in  selling  commodities  and  collecting  money  and  sending  it 
South,  and  that  this  was  done  to  prevent  confiscation  of  property.    He 


*  See  p.  533  for  Kennedy's  inventory. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL  PERSONS.  539 

said  some  of  the  funds  in  his  possession  were  his  own ;  that  the  exact 
amoaut  he  could  not  state.  We  found  also  copies  of  letters  purporting 
to  have  been  sent  to  Boston  urging  and  directing  the  shipping,  dispos- 
ing of  and  covering  up  the  property  and  demands  of  his  principals  to 
avoid  confiscation.  It  appears  by  his  papers  that  he  was  agent  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  an  extensive  merchant  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Miles  stated  that  he  was  not  a  Southern  man;  that  he  was  born 
in  ;jrew  Jersey ;  had  been  long  in  business  in  the  South ;  that  for  this 
reason  probably  he  was  employed  to  do  this  kind  of  business  upon  the 
idea  that  he  could  do  it  more  advantageously  than  a  mere  Southern 
man,  but  that  he  had  no  connection  with  or  sympathy  with  the  rebel- 
lion. The  letters  that  related  to  matters  in  Boston  were  sent  to  Bos- 
ton ;  the  other  letters  are  with  the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of 
New  York. 

JOHN  S.  YOUNG. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  September,  1861. 

S.  C.  HAWLEY, 
Chief  of  Detectives. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  2, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  Neio  York. 

Sir  :  On  the  23d  ultimo  I  transmitted  to  you  the  papers  in  the  case  of 
George  Miles.    If  you  have  not  already  done  so  will  you  please  examine 
them  as  soon  as  you  conveniently  can  and  return  them  to  this  Depart- 
ment with  your  opinion  as  to  the  case? 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Bltrke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  George  Miles,  a  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S. 
marshal,  who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police 
examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of 
prisoners  discharged  from  custody,  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence 
or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the 
fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  S,  1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir:  Your  report  as  to  the  case  of  George  Miles  dated  October  1 
1861,  with  the  inclosures  has  been  duly  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Assistant  Secretary, 
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Fort  Hamilton,  October  5, 1861. 
Hou.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Accordiug  to  your  orders  of  the  3d  instant  1  have  this  day 
released  George  Miles  »  #  *  and  herewith  inclose  [his]  separate 
oath  of  allegiance  and  parole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Comniandinff. 

[Inclosare.] 

State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  George  Miles,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  pur- 
pose without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  fur- 
ther that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be 
required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

GEORGE  MILES. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th  day  of  October,  1861. 

CHARLES  W.  CHURCH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Port  Hamilton,  October  5, 1861. 
I,  George  Miles,  do  give  my  word  of  honor  that  I  will  neither  enter 
any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons 
residing  in  those  States  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  also  that  1  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection. 

GEORGE  MILES. 
Witnesses : 

CHARLES  W.  CHURCH. 
J.  C.  LAY. 

Philadelphia,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  Mr.  George  Miles,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  was  arrested  by  the 
Government  in  New  York  City  about  the  19th  day  of  August  last  and 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  Having  been  acquainted  and  transacted 
business  with  him  for  a  period  of  two  years  (and  from  all  of  our  con- 
versation and  transactions  with  him  we  believe  him  to  be  a  loyal 
citizen)  we  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  Mr.  Miles  to  put  the  Government  in 
possession  of  such  facts  as  have  come  under  our  immediate  notice 
to  wit:  Mr.  Miles  left  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments through  us  to  carry  on  the  manufacturing  of  tobacco  in  this  city 
and  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  his  traveling  expenses  accepted  from 
James  Thomas,  jr.,  of  Richmond,  a  power  of  attorney  to  close  up  his 
accounts  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  cities.  This  detained  him  much 
longer  than  he  anticipated  and  as  he  was  about  leaving  for  his  home 
with  his  business  bat  partially  accomplished  was  arrested. 
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Mr.  Miles  is  a  native  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  is  willing  to  bind  him- 
self to  remove  his  family  north  of  the  Potomac  if  necessary  to  his 
release.  He  has  but  limited  means,  with  a  wife  and  several  small 
children  depending  upon  him.  In  all  of  our  conversations  with  him  he 
expressed  himself  decidedly  as  a  Union  man  and  is  desirous  of  getting 
into  business  in  the  North  and  settling  with  his  family  amongst  us. 
We  are,  yours,  respectfully, 

BUCKNER,  McOAMMON  &  CO. 

United  States,  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania : 

David  G.  McCammon,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  being'  duly  sworn, 
says  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Buckner,  McCammon  &  Co., 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  that  he  knows  the  contents  of 
the  foregoing  letter  and  that  the  same  is  true  of  his  own  knowledge. 

D.  C.  McCAMMON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  Philadelphia  this  7th  day  of 
October,  1861. 

CHAELE8  F.  HEAZLITT, 

U,  S.  Commissioner. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  19, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  transmit  to  you  a  letter  received  at  this  Department 
from  George  Miles  relative  to  money,  checks  and  notes  taken  from  him 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest.*  Will  you  please  consult  with  the  U.  S.  dis- 
trict attorney  and  report  to  me  what  proceedings  have  been  taken  in 
the  premises? 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Willabd's  Hotel,  October  20, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sib  :  Having  been  unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with  you  I 
on  yesterday  obtained  an  interview  with  the  President  to  get  him  to 
use  his  influence  with  you  in  my  behalf.  He  appeared  to  take  some 
interest  in  my  case  and  may  possibly  have  spoken  to  you  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  to-day  as  I  am  com- 
pelled to  return  to  Philadelphia  this  afternoon,  my  money  not  holding 
out.  You  are  a  father  and  can  appreciate  my  feelings  toward  my 
absent  family  at  a  time  like  this  and  will  excuse  my  perseverance  for 
your  permission  to  go  to  them.  I  was  arrested  by  your  order  and 
imprisoned  several  weeks  at  a  time  when  you  were  allowing  others  to 
reach  their  homes.  No  charge  of  disloyalty  being  maintained  against 
me  I  was  released  by  your  order  on  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  pledge 
of  honor  not  to  go  home  without  your  permission.  This  pledge  I  can- 
not break.  If  I  was  innocent  at  the  time  of  my  arrest,  and  you  have 
an  aifidavit  on  iile  in  your  Department  from  one  of  the  first  houses  in 
Philadelphia  proving  me  to  be  loyal  and  that  I  was  making  arrange- 
ments to  go  into  business  and  remove  my  family  there  to  reside;  if 
these  statements  are  true,  do  you  not  in  justice  to  yourself  owe  me 
some  reparation,  and  will  you  uot  when  you  send  home  your  released 
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prisoners  give  rae  permission  to  go  with  them?    If  you  cannot  do  thit' 
will  you  not  release  me  of  so  much  of  my  parole  as  will  allow  me  to  get 
home  by  my  own  exertions? 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

GEOEGE  MILES. 


Ill  Broadway,  New  York,  October  Hi,  1801. 
Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Inclosed  I  submit  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  George  Miles,  whose  property 
a  list  of  which  is  given  was  seized  under  the  direction  of  John  A. 
Kennedy,  esq.,  police  superintendent  of  this  city,  August  24, 1861,  and 
for  the  release  of  which  he  applies.  The  facts  in  the  case  are  briefly 
these :  Mr.  Miles  came  North  August  2, 1861,  principally  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  arrangements  to  remove  his  business  to  New  York  or 
Philadelphia  and  also  as  agent  of  James  Thomas,  of  Richmond,  to  make 
collections,  &c.  Soon  after  his  arrival  his  property  was  seized  and  he 
taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  where  he  remained  till  October  5  when  he  was 
released  upon  the  oath  of  allegiance,  the  examination  in  his  case  dis- 
closing the  fact  that  the  gold  lace,  the  only  contraband  property  found 
in  his  possession,  was  not  his  property  nor  iu  any  respect  nnder  his 
control  and  that  he  was  merely  engaged  in  his  i)rivate  business.  The 
Government  authorities  admit  that  the  act  of  August  6  does  not  apply 
to  his  case  but  claim  to  hold  it  under  the  act  of  July  13  and  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  August  16.  As  you  will  observe  Mr.  Miles  left 
Kichmond  two  weeks  before  the  proclamation  was  issued  and  therefore 
his  errand  was  not  then  unlawful.  Admitting  therefore  that  he  was 
collecting  money  to  carry  South,  having  done  this  without  violating 
any  law  I  submit  to  your  consideration  the  hardship  of  depriving  him 
of  this  property  then  lawfully  in  his  possession.  Added  to  this  the 
fact  that  by  this  seizure  he  is  deprived  of  all  means  of  support  renders 
this  appeal  for  your  consideration  especially  necessary.  It  seems  to 
me  also  that  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  apart  from  all  other  considera- 
tions, the  seizure  was  premature  as  at  most  there  was  but  the  intent 
to  proceed  South.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest  he  was  returning  to  the 
hotel  at  which  he  then  occupied  rooms  and  where  he  intended  to  remain 
till  the  following  day  at  least. 

Trusting  that  the  case  may  receive  your  favorable  consideration  and 
soliciting  as  a  great  favor  to  Mr.  Miles  in  his  present  situation  an  early 
reply,  I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  G.  HITCH. 

[Inclosiirt*.! 

Southern  District  of  New  York: 

George  Miles  being  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says  that  up  to  the  2d  day 
of  August,  1861,  he  was  a  resident  of  Richmond,  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tobacco.  At  the  time  this  deponent 
came  North  he  brought  a  large  number  of  letters  with  him  directed  to 
the  relations  and  friends  of  wounded  prisoners  at  Richmond,  which  he 
duly  mailed  as  requested;  that  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  1863,  he  left 
Richmond  to  make  arrangements  to  remove  his  business  to  Philadel- 
phia, it  being  impossible  for  him  to  continue  it  at  Richmond.  To  defray 
his  expenses  he  accepted  a  power  of  attorney  trom  Mr.  .fames  Thomas, 
of  Richmond,  to  wind  up  his  business  in  the  Northern  cities.  Deponent 
further  states  that  while  he  was  in  the  city  of  New  York,  tt»  wit,  on  the 
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24th  da  J-  of  August,  18C1,  he  was  arrested  by  directioil  of  John  A.  Ken- 
nedy, esq.,  superintendent  of  police,  upon  the  charge  as  deponent  was 
subsequently  informed  of  collecting  money  to  carry  South;  that  the 
only  property  over  which  deponent  had  any  control  or  in  which  he  had 
any  interest  was  the  following:  One  Virginia  G  per  cent  bond  of  the 
denomination  of  $1,000;  a  package  addressed  to  Messrs,  J.  T.  and  S.  G. 
Thayer,  Boston,  Mass,  containing  $7,119.10  in  bank  bills  and  certili- 
cates  of  deposit;  bank  bills  and  gold,  $1,510;  certified  checks  upon 
Bank  of  Xorth  America,  New  York,  payable  to  the  order  of  James 
Thomas,  $4,500,  and  a  package  of  notes  belonging  to  Messrs.  Buckner, 
McCammon  &  Co.,  of  rhiladelphia,  against  parties  m  llichmoud  and 
given  deponent  for  collection,  amounting  to  $2,900;  that  one  package 
containing  gold  lace,  which  is  given  in  the  list  of  property  belonging  to 
deponent,  was  not  purchased  by  nor  lor  deponent  nor  has  he  at  any 
time  had  any  interest  therein,  and  the  said  package  was  given  to 
deponent  by  a  person  named  Jones,  a  resident  of  Eichnioud  and  an 
iicquaintance  of  deponent,  in  Maiden  Lane  near  Broadway,  with  a 
request  that  deponent  would  take  it  to  the  hotel  at  which  deponent  and 
said  Jones  were  then  staying  as  he  the  said  Jones  was  going  in  a  differ- 
ent direction ;  that  upon  deponent's  arrival  at  this  hotel  with  the  pack- 
age in  his  jjossession  he  was  arrested  and  removed  to  Fort  Lafayett«, 
where  he  remained  from  August  22  to  October  5,  when  he  was  released 
uiion  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance;  tliat  the  said  Jones  was  also  on 
the  same  day  arrested,  but  as  deponent  was  informed  was  released  on 
the  plea  of  ill  health  and  has  since  returned  South,  as  deponent  believes. 
Deponent  says  that  he  first  met  said  Jones  at  Philadelphia,  and  that  at 
no  time  have  the  said  Jones  and  the  deponent  had  any  business  rela- 
tions in  common  or  any  other  intercourse  than  that  of  acquaintance. 
Deponent  further  states  that  it  is  and  has  been  since  his  arrival  North 
his  intention  and  desire  to  remove  his  business  and  family  to  the  North 
and  remain  here:  that  his  entire  property  now  remaining  to  him  is 
included  in  the  property  seized  and  now  held  by  the  New  York  police 
dei)artmeut,  and  that  if  said  property  were  confiscated  this  deponent 
would  be  entirely  without  means  to  engage  in  business  or  to  support  his 
family;  that  he  has  never  done  any  act  or  thing  inconsistent  with  his 
obligations  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  that 
as  evidence  of  his  good  faith  in  the  matter  he  is  willing  that  the  prop- 
erty may  be  placed  in  charge  of  deponent's  attorney  in  New  York 
or  of  such  other  of  deponent's  friends  as  may  be  acceptable  to  the  U.  S. 
district  attorney  and  no  part  of  the  same  delivered  to  deponent  except 
with  consent  of  the  said  district  attorney. 

GEOKGE  MILES. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  October,  1861. 

CHAlfLES  NETTLETOIS-, 
Notary  Public  in  the  City  of  Neio  York. 


Philadelphia,  November  9,  ISGl. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seaaaed,  Hiecretary  of  mate. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  endeavored  in  every  honorable  way  to  obtain 
vour  consent  to  go  to  my  family  under  parole  of  honor  to  return  or  to 
be  released  from  my  parole  to  you.  You  not  only  refuse  to  allow  me  to 
nass  by  your  permission  but  you  refuse  to  allow  me  the  privilege  of 
writing  to  my  familv.    You  are  well  aware  that  I  have  never  been  dis- 
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loyal  to  the  Governmeut,  for  you  have  ample  proof  of  my  loyalty. 
You  had  me  imprisoned  within  the  walls  of  Fort  Lafayette  several 
weeks  when  I  should  have  been  released  on  examination.  I  was 
released  by  your  orders,  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  giving  my  pledge  of  honor  to  you  individually  not  to 
go  or  correspond  South  without  your  permission.  You  hav  e  allowed 
the  New  York  police  to  take  and  keep  my  property,  compelling  me  to 
live  on  the  bounty  of  others  for  my  present  support.  1  have  written 
to  Mr.  Frederick  [  W.]  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  request- 
ing permission  to  go  for  my  family  or  to  be  returned  to  my  imprison- 
ment, as  I  cannot  enjoy  my  liberty  believing  as  I  do  that  my  family  are 
in  great  distress  about  me  and  possibly  suffering  many  privations.  I 
have  appealed  to  you  by  letter  being  refused  a  personal  interview  and 
you  refuse  to  answer  my  petition. 

Believing  that  you  do  not  intend  allowing  me  to  go  for  my  family  I 
have  no  other  resource  left  me  but  to  throw  up  my  parole  and  on  your 
order  return  to  my  prison.  Therefore  I  now,  sir,  give  you  fair  and 
honorable  notice  that  I  do  not  after  the  expiration  of  four  days  con- 
sider myself  in  honor  bound  to  wait  your  permission  to  return  home. 
I  shall  respect  my  oath  of  allegiance  but  shall  consider  myself  untram- 
meled  as  respects  my  parole.  My  address  in  this  city  is  Messrs. 
Buckner,  McCammon  &  Co.,  where  I  shall  await  your  pleasure  four 
days  and  will  report  to  any  fortress  you  may  order  in  that  time  should 
you  think  it  proper  not  to  send  me  back  to  my  imprisonment.  And  if 
I  should  succeed  in  reaching  my  home  I  shall  consider  myself  bound 
to  return  with  my  family.* 
Respectfully,  yours, 

GEOKGE  MILES. 


413  Bkoome  Street,  New  Yokk,  December  11, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  *  *  *  I  am  getting  rid  of  the  little  confidence  I  have  pos- 
sessed in  Southern  men.  George  Miles  who  was  set  free  on  my  report 
(probably)  has  evaded  his  parole  I  suppose,  as  he  is  now  said  to  be  in 
Eiichmond.  I  should  like  to  know  what  were  the  conditions  if  any  of 
his  release.t 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  UAWLEY. 


Case  of  Charles  Barkley  and  the  Schooner  H.  Middleton. 

Charles  Barkley  was  master  of  the  schooner  H.  Middleton,  which 
vessel  was  captured  outside  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  August  21, 
1801,  and  conveyed  to  New  York.  Captain  Barkley  was  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  He  was 
charged  with  having  run  the  blockade  and  with  being  disloyal  to  the 
United  States  Government.  In  a  letter  of  December  2,  1861,  he 
requests  the  Secretary  of  State  to  have  him  exchanged  for  some  person 
who  may  have  been  captured  by  the  insurgent  privateers,  thus  confess- 
ing his  sympathy  with  the  rebel  cause.    The  U.  S.  district  attorney 

'See  case  of  Gnthrey,  ]i.  509  et  seq.;  sne  Keuiiedy  to  Seward,  p.  519;  llawley  to 
Srward,  p.  541,  and  affidavit  of  Hyiiian,  p.  522  for,  further  iuforniatiou  as  to  Miles' 
luovements. 

t  The  0111  ittod  jiart  of  this  letter  rohiti'S  to  case  of  John  Oarnett  Giitlirey.  See 
p.  520. 
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for  the  southern  district  of  New  York  made  application  for  the  exam- 
ination of  Captain  Barkley  in  the  U.  S.  district  court  in  a  cause  pend- 
ing for  the  condemnation  of  the  schooner  H,  Middleton  as  a  prize,  and 
in  compliance  therewith  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  dated  January  14,  1862,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to  deliver 
Captain  Barkley  to  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New  York,  and  on  the 
same  day  an  order  was  made  directing  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  to  receive 
the  prisoner  and  convey  him  to  New  York  and  after  his  examination  to 
take  him  to  Fort  Lafayette.  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray  received  Captain 
Barkley  and  conveyed  him  to  New  York.  No  information  has  been 
received  at  the  Department  of  State  this  February  15, 1862,  showing 
whether  or  not  Captain  Barkley  has  been  again  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette. — From  Record  BooTc,  State  Department^  '■^Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty.'" 

Department  op  State,  Washington.  September  16, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  Application  having  been  made  to  this  Department  for 

leave  for  Mr.  Archibald,  the  British  consul  at  New  York,  to  visit  certain 

of  his  countrymen  at  Fort  Lafayette  captured  on  board  the  schooner 

Henry  Middleton  off  Charleston  you  may  grant  the  desired  permission. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  21,  1861, 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  Among  the  prisoners  on  board  the  schooner  Henry  Mid- 
dleton, recently  captured  off  Charleston  and  sent  into  New  York,  was 
a  Danish  subject  named  Andres  Stambol,  who  with  others  is  now 
understood  to  be  at  Fort  Lafayette.  It  being  desirable  for  the  Danish 
consul  at  New  York  to  have  an  interview  with  that  person  you  will 
grant  it  in  the  presence  of  a  commissioned  offlcer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Washington,  September  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  earnestly  to  request  you  to  give  immediate  and 
serious  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have 
received  to-day  from  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York.  I  have 
learned  from  it  that  not  less  than  nine  British  subjects  are  confined  in 
irons  in  an  overcrowded  casemate  in  Fort  Lafayette  for  no  other  crime 
(as  is  stated)  than  being  found  on  board  vessels  captured  on  the  charge 
of  attempting  to  run  the  blockade.  The  following  is  a  list  of  these  unfor- 
tunate men:  William  Simms,  William  Williams,  Joseph  Chfton,  Rich- 
ard Revel,  forming  part  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  H.  Middleton,  and 
Bernard  Coogan,  passenger  by  the  same  vessel,  imprisoned  on  the  7th 
instant;  William  Smith,  John  Angus,  Charles  McClenahan  and  Wil- 
liam Perry,  shipwrecked  seamen  taken  on  board  a  small  coasting  craft, 
the  Colonel  Long,  imprisoned  on  the  13th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant,  -^r^^^^-, 

LYONS. 
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[Inclosnro.] 

British  Consulate,  New  Yorlc,  September  20, 1861. 
[Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons.) 

My  Lord  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant  and  your 
lordship's  reply  of  the  16th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your 
lordship  that  I  yesterday  visited  the  British  sailors  imprisoned  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  beg  leave  to  report  that  there  are  four  seamen  who 
formed  part  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner  H.  Middleton,  bound  from 
Charleston,  S.  C,  to  Liverpool,  which  was  captured  on  the  21st  ultimo 
shortly  after  leaving  Charleston  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Vandalia.  These 
men  who  were  imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  7th  instant  are 
respectively  William  Simms,  aged  forty-nine,  a  native  of  Chichester, 
a  married  man  having  a  wife  and  children  at  Portsmouth ;  William 
Williams,  aged  twenty-two,  a  native  of  Liverpool;  Joseph  Clifton,  aged 
nineteen,  a  native  of  Montreal,  and  Richard  Revel,  aged  twenty-five,  a 
native  of  Wexford. 

Simms  and  Williams  arrived  at  Charleston  from  Liverpool  on  board 
the  American  bark  Susan  G.  Owen  about  the  end  of  April  and  were 
paid  off  there.  They  remained  unemployed  and  unable  to  leave  Charles- 
ton untd  the  6th  of  August  when  in  order  to  reach  England  they 
shipped  in  the  H.  Middleton,  being  the  first  vessel  which  left  Charleston 
for  Liverpool  after  the  blockade.  Clifton  arrived  at  Charleston  in  the 
American  ship  Amelia  from  Havre  about  the  end  of  January  and  was 
paid  off  there  and  remained  there  unemployed  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  days'  labor  until  the  9th  of  August  when  he  shipped  in  the  H.  Mid- 
dleton also  in  order  to  reach  England.  Revel  arrived  at  Charleston 
from  Havana  on  the  10th  of  June  in  the  schooner  Victoria  and  was 
discharged  there.  He  also  remained  unemployed  until  the  9th  of 
August  when  he  shipped  in  the  H.  Middleton  with  the  view  of  return- 
ing to  England. 

In  addition  to  these  four  seamen  Bernard  Coogan,  aged  twenty-six,  a 
native  of  Gal  way,  was  a  passenger  from  Charleston  to  Liverpool.  He 
had  gone  out  to  Charleston  by  the  Columbia,  arriving  there  on  the  12th 
of  March  and  intending  to  remain  with  a  brother  who  is  settled  there. 
Finding  no  encouragement  to  remain  and  being  unable  to  bear  the 
expense  of  a  journey  northward  he  took  advantage  of  the  H.  Middle- 
ton,  the  first  vessel  by  which  he  could  return  home,  and  in  which  the 
captain  gave  him  a  passage.  The  master  of  the  H.  Middleton,  a  very 
intelligent  man,  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  seamen  and  Coogan. 
Having  closely  examined  them  myself  I  see  no  reason  whatever  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  these  statements. 

Besides  these  men  of  the  H.  Middleton  I  found  in  the  same  room  with 
them  four  other  British  seamen  named  William  Smith,  aged  seventeen, 
a  native  of  Henley-on-Thames;  John  Angus,  aged  twenty-four,  a  native 
of  Shetland ;  Charles  McClenahan,  aged  twenty-two,  a  native  of  Bel- 
fast and  William  Perry,  aged  forty-four,  a  native  of  Manchester,  mar- 
ried and  having  a  wife  and  three  children  at  Manchester,  who  were 
taken  by  the  U.  S.  ship  Jamestown  on  board  a  small  coasting  craft 
called  the  Colonel  Long  near  Charleston  about  the  4th  instant,  and 
were  imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette  on  the  13th  instant. 

Smith,  Angus  and  McClenahan  were  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Brit- 
ish bark  Prima  Donna  bound  from  Havana  to  New  York,  which  was 
wrecked  on  the  Florida  coast  during  the  hurricane  of  the  16th  of  August. 
Having  after  much  labor  and  many  privations  reached  a  small  settle- 
ment called  Miami  where  they  remained  some  days  a  small  coasting 
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craft  or  fishing  smack  called  the  Colonel  Long  above  mentioned  put 
into  that  place,  and  the  master  in  consideration  of  their  assisting  him 
to  gather  a  quantity  of  limes  agreed  to  carry  them  to  Charleston. 
They  accordingly  left  Miami  in  this  vessel  taking  with  them  a  letter 
from  the  mate  of  the  Prima  Donna  to  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charles- 
ton, now  in  my  possession. 

Perry  was  a  seaman  on  board  the  British  bark  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh, 
also  wrecked  on  the  15th  of  August  on  the  Florida  Eeefs.  He  was  for 
seven  days  on  a  raft  from  which  he  was  taken  in  an  exhausted  state 
by  a  Mr.  Johnston  belonging  to  Miami,  who  carried  him  to  his  house 
and  treated  him  very  humanely  for  a  week,  when  he  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  reaching  Charleston  in  company  with  the  other  seamen 
of  the  Colonel  Long,  but  which  was  captured  on  the  way  thither  as 
above  mentioned.  This  poor  man  is  still  in  a  weak  and  miserable  con- 
dition, having  suflfered  severely  from  bruises  and  injuries  during  and 
subsequent  to  his  shipwreck. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  the  whole  of  these  nine  men  are  kept 
continually  in  irons.  They  form  part  of  the  number  of  twenty-seven 
men  who  occupy  one  room — a  casemate — the  dimensions  of  which  Lieu- 
tenant Wood  informed  me  were  ten  feet  wide,  thirty  feet  long  and  about 
eight  feet  high. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to 
bring  the  foregoing  facts  under  the  notice  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  which  I  have 
above  detailed  cannot  but  be  followed  by  an  order  for  the  discharge  of 
these  poor  men,  some  of  whom  have  survived  the  perils  of  shipwreck 
only  to  be  made  prisoners  while  attempting  to  reach  an  asylum,  and  all 
of  whom  have  been  actuated  by  no  more  criminal  motive  than  that  of 
a  desire  to  return  to  their  native  country. 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  M.  AECHIBALD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  33, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday  inviting  my  attention  to  an  accompanying  copy  of  a 
dispatch  addressed  to  you  by  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  New 
York  relative  to  certain  British  subjects  now  imprisoned  iu  Fort  Lafay- 
ette and  to  state  in  reply  that  orders  have  been  given  for  their  release. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordships 

obedient  servant,  _^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  23, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  discharge  William  Simms, 
William  Williams,  Joseph  Clifton,  Eichard  Eevel,  Bernard  Coogan, 
William  Smith,  John  Angus,  Charles  McClenahan  and  William  Perry, 
detained  as  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  who  are  understood  to 
be  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  Septemher  23, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Bueke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. : 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  Trill  discharge  from  custody  the 
Danish  subject  Andres  Stambol  understood  to  be  a  prisoner  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  concerning  whom  I  addressed  you  a  letter  on  the  21st  instant. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  York,  October  2, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  We  have  been  employed  as  the  counsel  of  the  captain  and  part 
owner  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middletoii,  libeled  by  the  United  States 
for  condemnation.  Captain  Barkley,  the  master,  is  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  for  no  offense  but  that  of  being  found  on  the  vessel  (a 
course  not  unusual  as  we  understand  in  such  cases),  and  we  are  deprived 
of  the  means  of  consulting  with  him  or  preparing  his  defense  in  the 
suit  against  his  vessel  (to  which  suit  we  believe  he  has  a  perfect  defense), 
as  also  from  getting  personal  effects  of  his  on  board  the  vessel.  We 
would  respectfully  ask  permission  to  see  him  and  prepare  the  defense 
in  his  case,  stipulating  not  to  take  any  steps  to  procure  his  i^ersonal 
release  unless  the  Government  accord  it.  It  would  seem  very  hard  to 
prevent  us  seeing  and  conversing  with  him  or  subjecting  the  communi- 
cations of  counsel  to  the  inspection  of  the  military  officer  in  command, 
virtually  compelling  him  to  defend  through  the  military  officer  of  the 
United  States.  We  would  submit  to  the  fair  consideration  of  the  United 
States  whether  it  is  of  any  possible  use  or  equitable  to  keep  the  cap- 
tain there  under  the  circumstances. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

BEEBE,  DEANE  &  DONOHUE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  Application  having  been  made  to  this  Department  for  inter- 
course with  persons  on  board  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton,  under- 
stood to  have  been  captured  off  Charleston,  I  will  thank  you  for  such 
information  as  may  be  in  the  Navy  Department  in  regard  to  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  capture  in  order  that  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing the  application  may  be  determined. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  8, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  Messrs.  Beebe,  Deane  &  Donohue,  who  represent  them- 
selves as  counsel  for  Captain  Barkley,  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton, 
who  is  confined  at  Port  Lafayette,  request  an  interview  with  him  on 
business.  You  will  accordingly  cause  it  to  be  granted  to  them  or  either 
of  them  in  the  presence  of  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  8, 1861. 
Messrs.  Beebe,  Deane  &  Donohub,  New  York. 

Gentlemen  :  Tour  note  of  the  2d  asking  an  interview  with  Captain 

Barkley,  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette, 

has  been  received.    In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Burke 

has  accordingly  been  directed  to  cause  your  request  to  be  complied  with. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

TJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  Torlc,  October  JO,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  In  the  fort  there  were  ten  more  sailors  who  were  per- 
fectly willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  if  they  had  not  been  intimi- 
dated by  Charles  Bartlett  [Barkley],  captain  of  the  H.  Middleton,  who  is 
a  rank  secessionist  and  confined  in  the  same  apartments  with  them. 
This  man  is  calculated  to  do  a  great  deal  of  mischief  by  his  secession 
proclivities,  and  boasts  that  he  ran  the  blockade  three  times  before  he 
was  caught,  and  that  he  would  do  the  same  thing  again  if  he  was  at 
liberty.  I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  request  authority  to  have  him 
removed  from  his  present  quarters  and  transferred  to  some  safe  place 
where  he  can  do  no  mischief. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

EOBEET  MUERAT, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
E.  Delafield  Smith,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter*  of  the  5th  instant  and  its  accom- 
paniment addressed  to  this  Department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
relative  to  the  case  of  the  Henry  Middleton  which  is  understood  to  be 
pending  in  your  district. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


New  York,  October  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

Charles  Bartlett  [Barkley]  ought  to  be  transferred  to  Bedloe's  Island 
with  the  Hatteras  Inlet  prisoners. 

ROBT.  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


[Indoraement.] 


Send  him  there. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  12, 1861. 

Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  York: 

Transfer  Charles  Bartlett  [Barkley]  to  Bedloe's  Island. 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 


*  Omitted  here;  see  p.  87. 
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Washington,  October  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  &c. 

Sm :  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  the  22d  ultimo 
with  the  dispatch  from  Mr.  Consul  Archibald  witiieh  accompanied  it. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  learned  with  much  surprise  from 
these  papers  the  cruel  treatment  to  which  the  nine  British  seamen 
who  were  imprisoned  in  Fort  Lafayette  were  subjected  by  the  U.  S. 
authorities.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  unable  to  comprehend  the 
grounds  on  which  persons  who  were  accused  of  no  offense  were  confined 
in  irons  and  treated  as  criminals,  and  although  it  has  been  satisfactory 
to  them  to  learn  from  the  answer  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  make 
to  my  representations  on  the  subject  that  orders  were  given  for  the 
release  of  these  men,  yet  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  consider 
that  some  amends  are  due  to  them  for  the  suffering  to  which  they 
were  thus  causelessly  exposed. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  accordingly  intrusted  me  to  bring 
the  matter  again  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  due  compensation  may  be  awarded  to  the 
sufferers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 


Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  October  29,  1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Loed:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  28th  instant.  In  that  communication  you  inform 
me  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  learned  with  much  surprise 
the  cruel  treatment  to  which  the  nine  British  seamen  who  were  impris- 
oned in  Fort  Lafayette  were  subjected  by  the  U.  S.  authorities.  You 
add  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  unable  to  comprehend  the 
grounds  on  which  persons  who  were  accused  of  no  offense  were  confined 
in  irons  and  treated  as  criminals,  and  that  although  it  has  been  satis- 
factory to  the  British  Government  to  learn  from  you  that  upon  the 
representations  you  had  made  to  this  Government  orders  were  given 
for  the  release  of  the  seamen,  yet  Her  Majesty's  Government  .cannot 
but  consider  that  some  amends  are  due  to  them  for  the  suffering  to 
which  they  were  causelessly  exposed.  You  state  that  upon  these 
grounds  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  instructed  you  to  bring  the 
matter  again  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
to  express  the  hope  that  due  compensation  may  be  awarded  to  the 
sufferers. 

The  case  thus  presented  to  me  is  mainly  built  on  representations  made 
to  you  by  the  British  consul  at  New  York,  founded  as  he  says  upon  the 
statements  of  the  parties  interested.  In  these  statements  they  repre- 
sented themselves  as  British  seamen  who  had  neither  done  nor  medi- 
tated any  wrong  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  that 
they  had  all  been  unfortunate,  while  some  of  them  had  been  shipwrecked 
and  that  the  latter  having  escaped  from  previous  evils  were  innocently 
found  on  board  lawful  vessels,  were  captured  and  subjected  to  inhuman 
treatment. 

It  is  my  duty  to  consider  this  case  free  from  these  illusions.  The 
owners  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middleton  are  insurgents  and  traitors. 
The  vessel  was  captured  while  pursuing  a  forbidden  trade  and  attempt- 
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ing  to  run  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  Upon  this  ground  she  is  held 
for  forfeiture  by  law  with  all  the  property  found  on  board,  and  all  parties 
captured  in  the  vessel  must  be  condemned  as  insurgents  against  the 
Government,  and  so  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  public  authorities  they 
become  prisoners  of  war.  The  case  of  the  vessel  called  the  Colonel 
Long  is  substantially  the  same. 

The  persons  on  whose  behalf  you  appeal  were  found  among  the  sea- 
men on  board  of  those  two  vessels  and  navigating  the  same.  Together 
with  others  they  became  prisoners  of  war  and  as  such  were  conveyed 
to  Fort  Lafayette,  a  fortification  situate  in  the  approaches  to  the  harbor 
of  New  York.  Being  seamen  and  brought  there  simultaneously  with 
privates  who  had  been  taken  in  battle  in  other  vessels  the  officer  in 
charge  thought  it  prudent  to  put  them  in  irons  until  his  superior  officer 
should  direct  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  a  body  of  prisoners 
so  large  as  to  be  deemed  dangerous. 

The  British  consul  applied  through  your  lordship  to  this  Department 
for  leave  to  see  them.  Leave  was  granted.  In  the  same  way  it  was 
made  known  to  the  Government  that  the  nine  persons  in  question 
though  found  acting  with  insurgents  against  the  United  States  claimed 
not  only  to  be  subjects  of  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  bat  to  have  gone 
on  board  the  vessels  not  from  choice  but  necessity  to  seek  a  return  to 
their  native  country.  So  soon  as  these  representations  were  heard  the 
nine  men  were  released  from  imprisonment  and  set  at  large. 

The  President  thinks  that  this  act  of  national  comity  does  not  prop- 
erly draw  after  it  an  obligation  to  make  any  compensation  to  the  persons 
to  whom  the  clemency  of  the  Government  was  thus  promptly  and 
without  inquiry  extended. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  your  lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Waeeen,  Beeemher  3, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiK :  On  the  21st  of  August  last  I  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  U.  S. 
sloop  of  war  Vandalia  outside  the  port  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  on  board 
the  schooner  Henry  Middleton,  of  which  I  was  master,  and  have  been 
detained  in  custx>dy  since  that  time  under  your  orders  as  I  am  informed, 
and  upon  the  charge  of  having  run  the  blockade.  There  are  also  con- 
fined with  me  here  William  St.  George,  J.  F.  Newton,  S.  F.  Newton 
and  Robert  Grissons,  of  the  schooner  Albion,  captured  on  August  16 
off  Charleston  by  the  U.  S.  gun-boat  Seminole;  E.  Sibern,  J.  A.  Doug- 
lass, E.  Baum  and  E.  O'Neil,  of  the  schooner  May  Wood,  captured  off 
Hatteras  Inlet  September  9  by  the  Pawnee,  and  E.  Myatt,  of  the 
schooner  Colonel  Long,  taken  by  the  Jamestown  off  the  coast  of  Florida. 
We  have  lately  seen  in  the  newspapers  an  announcement  of  the  arrival 
in  Charleston,  S.  C,  of  sundry  prisoners,  being  the  officers  and  crews 
of  vessels  captured  by  Confederate  privateers.  Should  any  exchange 
of  the  prisoners  in  question  be  comtemplated  or  proposed  I  desire  to 
suggest  on  my  own  behalf  and  am  requested  by  the  persons  before 
mentioned  to  suggest  on  theirs  that  our  position  would  appear  to  make 
us  suitable  parties  for  that  purpose.  My  own  crew  have  all  been  dis- 
charged heretofore  by  your  orders.  Permit  me  respectfully  to  commend 
our  case  to  your  attention  in  the  view  proposed. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  "^  CHARLES  BARKLET. 
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Office  op  U.  S.  District  Attorney, 

JV(5W  YorTc,  Janua/ry  10, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  January  8  instant  when  the  prize  cause  of  the  schooner 
Henry  Middleton  and  cargo  was  reached  in  its  order  on  the  day  cal- 
endar of  the  U.  S.  district  court,  Mr.  Donohue,  counsel  for  Charles 
Barkley,  claimant,  stated  to  the  court  that  his  client  was  confined  at 
Fort  Warren  and  that  he  had  been  unable  to  communicate  with  him. 
The  district  judge  gave  Mr.  Donohue  the  inclosed  certificate  and 
ordered  the  cause  to  be  adjourned  to  the  22d  of  January  instant  to 
await  any  action  the  Government  might  feel  disposed  to  take  in  the 
premises.  Mr.  Barkley  was  I  believe  master  of  the  vessel  at  the  time 
of  her  capture  but  has  never  been  examined  before  the  prize  commis- 
sioners. If  not  inconsistent  with  the  views  of  the  Department  it  would 
facilitate  the  cause  and  strengthen  the  probabilities  of  condemning  the 
vessel  and  cargo  should  the  master  be  regularly  examined.  I  desire 
only  to  lay  the  facts  before  the  Department,  leaving  the  matter  of 
course  entirely  to  its  decision. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  DELAFIELD  SMITH, 

TJ.  S.  District  Atiorney. 

[Inclosnre.] 

U.  S.  district  court.    The  United  States  v.  The  Schooner  Henry  Mid- 
dleton, her  tackle,  &c. 

This  cause  being  called  in  its  order  on  the  calendar,  the  F.  S.  district 
attorney  being  present  and  ready  to  try,  the  claimant's  counsel  stating 
that  the  claimant  Charles  Barkley  is  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  Boston, 
and  his  counsel  is  prevented  itom  communicating  with  his  client  except 
in  presence  and  hearing  of  a  Government  oflScer,  it  is  hereby  certified 
that  it  is  usual  and  proper  that  the  counsel  have  the  privilege  of  com- 
municating privately  with  his  client  without  being  in  the  hearing  of  a 
stranger. 

Dated  January  8, 1862. 

LAWE.  R.  BETTS, 

U.  S.  Judge. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Janimry  14, 1863. 

E.  DELAFIELD  SMITH,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  New  YorTc. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th 
instant  and  its  inclosures  relative  to  the  case  of  the  prize  vessel  the 
Henry  Middleton.  In  reply  I  inclose  herewith  an  order  addressed  to 
Col.  Justin  Dimick  directing  him  to  deliver  the  prisoner  Charles  Barkley 
into  the  custody  of  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  the  IT.  S.  marshal,  and  an 
order  for  that  officer  to  proceed  to  Fort  Warren,  receive  the  prisoner 
and  convey  him  to  New  York  to  be  examined.  I  will  thank  you  to 
deliver  these  two  inclosures  to  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  1.] 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  January  14,  1862. 
EoBEET  Murray,  Esq.,  TI.  8.  Marshal,  New  Yorlt. 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  this  Department  that  the  testimony 
of  Charles  Barkley,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  is  important  in 
the  prize  cause  of  the  schooner  Henry  Middieton  and  cargo.  You  will 
therefore  proceed  to  Fort  Warren,  take  the  prisoner  into  your  custody 
and  convey  him  to  New  York,  After  he  shall  have  been  examined  you 
will  commit  him  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  report  to  this  Department.  I 
inclose  the  necessary  order  addressed  to  Col.  Justin  Dimick. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[IncloBnre  No.  2.] 

Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  January  14, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  deliver  Charles  Barkley,  a  prisoner  confined  in 
Fort  Warren,  into  the  custody  of  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  IT.  S.  marshal 
for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  YorTc,  January  21, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  I).  G. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  order  contained  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
14th  instant  I  have  transferred  Charles  Barkley,  captain  of  the  H.  Mid- 
dleton,  from  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  to  this  city,  and  after  undergoing  an 
examination  before  the  prize  commissioners  I  shall  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  order  confine  him  in  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  MUEEAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

P.  S. — The  prisoner  was  originally  committed  in  the  name  of  Charles 
Bartlett. 


Fort  Lafayette,  March  13, 1862. 
Hon.  Seceetaey  of  Wae. 

Sir:  After  leaving  Charleston,  S.  0.,  on  board  schooner  Henry 
Middleton  bound  to  Liverpool,  of  which  vessel  I  was  master,  I  was 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  sloop  of  war  Vandalia  on  the  21st  day  of  August, 
18(jl.  On  the  22d  of  the  same  month  I  was  transferred  to  U.  S.  steam 
frigate  Eoanoke,  off  Charleston.  On  the  6th  of  September  I  was  again 
transferred  to  steamer  Quaker  City,  then  lying  in  Hampton  Eoads; 
there  put  in  irons  and  brought  to  Fort  Lafayette  where  I  was  placed  in 
company  with  privateersmen  in  a  small  room  much  crowded,  and  in 
leg  chains  or  irons.  About  the  10th  of  September  I  was  released  from 
the  irons  and  on  the  14th  of  September  1  was  removed  to  Fort  Wood 
at  Bedloe's  Island  and  placed  in  solitary  confinement  until  the  30th 
day  of  September,  when  with  other  prisoners  I  was  removed  to  Fort 
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Warren,  at  which  place  I  was  confined  until  the  19th  or  20th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1862,  when  I  was  removed  to  New  Tork  and  confined  in  the 
House  of  Detention  until  the  5th  of  February,  in  which  interval  I  was 
taken  before  the  TJ.  S.  prize  commissioners  to  give  testimony  in  the  case 
of  my  vessel,  after  which  the  prize  commissioners  said  they  had  no 
further  use  for  me  in  the  case  of  my  vessel  and  I  presumed  that  I  would 
be  restored  to  my  liberty,  but  when  the  privateersmen  were  removed 
fiom  the  Tombs  to  Fort  Lafayette  I  was  taken  to  the  Tombs  and  trans- 
ferred with  them,  which  was  on  the  5th  day  of  February,  since  which 
time  I  have  been  confined  with  them. 

I  consider  my  case  one  of  peculiar  hardship.  I  have  not  been  tried 
for  any  offense  but  have  been  knocked  about  from  prison  to  prison 
without  notice  or  being  informed  of  the  reason,  and  I  respectfully  ask 
that  you  will  have  my  case  investigated  or  let  me  be  informed  of  the 
character  of  my  position.  I  have  now  been  almost  seven  months  a 
prisoner  and  have  no  idea  whether  I  am  considered  a  prisoner  of  war, 
or  in  what  class  of  prisoners  I  am  considered. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  BARKLEY. 


FoET  Lafayette,  March  31,  1862. 

COMMISSIONEES   ON   STATE   PRISONERS. 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
inclosed  copies  of  letters*  I  addressed  to  Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  and  Hon. 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  on  the  dates  of  the  same,  and  hope  you  will  investi- 
gate my  case  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  BARKLEY. 

Office  of  the  Commission 
Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

JVeii!  York,  April  28,  1862. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  JJ.  8.  Marshal,  New  Yorh. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  bring  before  the  Commission  to-morrow  (Tues- 
day, April  29)  at  11  a.  m.  the  following-named  prisoners  confined  at 
Fort  Lafayette,  viz :    *    *    *    Charles  Barkley.    *    *    * 
By  order  of  the  Commission : 

E.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary. 

Office  of  the  Commission 
Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New  York,  April  29, 1862. 
Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Colonel:  Charles  Barkley  and  John  Courrier  having  given  their 
written  parole  of  honor  not  to  render  aid  or  comfort  to  enemies  in  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  you  will  please  discharee 
them.    •    *    «  » 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIBRREPONT, 
Commissioners. 

*Not  fnnn<i  aa  inAlnanmn   hni;  oaa  nnfa 
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April  29, 1862. 
I,  Charles  Barkley,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of 
honor  that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

CHAS.  BAEKLEY. 
Signed  in  presence  of — 

E.  D.  WEBSTEK, 

Secretary. 


Case  of  Jerome  B.  Barber. 

August  21,  1861,  Jerome  E.  Barber  was  arrested  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  indicted  for  treason  in  the  U.  S.  district  court 
at  Auburn,  of  which  the  Attorney-General  was  informed  by  telegraph 
from  the  district  attorney  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York  the 
same  day.  He  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  State 
Department  and  placed  in  custody  there  on  the  24th  of  August.  The 
evidence  shows  that  Barber  is  a  native  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  till  two  or  three  years  before  his  arrest,  when  he  went 
to  Louisiana  from  whence  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother  which  was 
received  and  shown  a  short  time  before  his  arrest,  in  which  he  stated 
that  he  was  a  military  engineer  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  was  going 
Korth  to  build  forts  on  the  Mississippi;  that  Louisiana  was  the  State 
of  his  adoption  and  he  should  fight  for  it  as  long  as  he  had  an  arm  to 
defend  it.  In  the  letter  he  mentioned  his  brother  who  had  joined  the 
Federal  Army,  and  he  said  he  had  rather  he  were  dead.  Barber  came 
to  Onondaga  County  about  three  weeks  before  his  arrest.  After  he 
came  home  he  stated  that  he  had  a  commission  in  the  Confederate 
Army;  that  he  built  the  fortifications  in  Vicksburg,  Miss.  After  his 
return  he  was  driving  about  the  country  with  livery  teams  and  excited 
suspicion  that  he  was  engaged  in  mischief.  After  his  arrest  he  admitted 
to  the  officer  who  arrested  him  that  he  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  as  an  engineer  and  that  he  built  the  forts  at  Vicks- 
burg. It  appears  from  his  own  admissions  that  Jerome  E.  Barber  is  a 
traitor.  Having  been  transferred  to  Fort  Warren  the  said  Barber 
remained  in  custody  there  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department.— JVom  Becord  Book,  State 
Department,  '^Arrests  for  Disloyalty,'^ 


Attbtten,  August  31, 1861. 
Hon.  Edwaed  Bates,  Attorney-General: 

A  man  is  arrested  here  who  is  employed  in  Mississippi  as  he  says  as 
military  engineer  and  was  about  to  return  and  had  arranged  to  carry 
letters  to  the  South.  I  caused  his  arrest  and  indictment.  The  evi- 
dence would  hardly  convict  him  of  treason  but  he  is  an  unsafe  man  to 
go  to  the  enemy.  His  name  is  Jerome  Barber.  What  shall  I  do — let 
him  bail  or  hold  him? 

WM.  A.  DAET, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney, 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  issue  an  order  to  Col.  Martin  Burke  to 
receive  as  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette  Jerome  Barber,  who  has  been 
arrested  at  Auburn,  N.  T. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  August  22, 1861. 
William  A.  Dart,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  : 

Tour  telegram  to  Attorney-General  received.  Deliver  Jerome  Bar- 
ber to  the  marshal  or  deputy,  who  will  carry  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  in 
custody  of  Col.  Martin  Burke,  who  is  instructed  to  receive  him. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

War  Department,  Washington,  August  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Hamilton : 

General  Scott  says  receive  and  confine  as  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette 
Jerome  Barber,  who  has  been  arrested  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Office  op  Deputy  U.  S.  Marshal, 

Syracuse,  August  26, 1S61. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  Tour  order  to  remove  Jerome  Barber  to  Fort  Lafayette 
was  handed  me  by  W.  A.  Dart,  U.  S.  attorney.  I  delivered  him  to  the 
fort  the  24th  of  August,  9  a.  m.  I  understand  a  man  of  our  city  went 
to  Washington  and  advised  men  belonging  to  our  Onondaga  regiment 
that  Government  had  no  right  to  hold  them  any  longer,  and  I  learn 
six  of  the  men  have  left  and  come  to  this  county  with  their  muskets, 
&c.  I  shall  take  these  men  in  custody  and  keep  them  for  further 
orders  and  find  out  what  was  said  to  them  by  the  man  I  mention. 
Inclosed  please  find  names*  of  other  men  who  are  here  and  say  they 
shall  not  return.  Please  hand  it  to  the  proper  officers.  If  detectives 
are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Government  I  wish  to  take  a  hand  in  it  as 
my  arrangements  are  such  through  the  county  1  can  do  much  good. 
The  man  Barber  I  arrested  in  this  county  and  shall  soon  have  more  of 
the  [same]  kind.  The  course  taken  with  Barber  has  done  much  good  in 
our  vicinity. 

Tours,  obediently, 

R.  R,  LOWELL, 
IT.  8.  Deputy  Marshal. 

Syracuse,  August  27, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  forgot  to  put  this  slip*  in  the  other  letter.    »    »    «    Our 
city  is  in  a  better  shape  since  Barber  was  transported  to  Fort  Laiay- 
ette.    I  can  clean  this  county  of  rebels. 
Yours,  obediently, 

R.  R.  LOWELL, 
Deputy  U.  8.  Marshal. 

*Not  found. 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Lockport,  September  2, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  At  the  late  term  of  the  TJ.  S.  district  court  for  this  district  held 
at  Auburn  one  Jerome  Barber  was  indicted  for  treason.  The  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States  was  advised  by  telegram  of  the  case,  in 
answer  to  which  the  district  attorney  for  this  district  received  your 
telegram  as  follows : 

"Washington,  August  SS,  1861. 
William  A.  Dart  : 

Your  telegram  to  Attorney-General  received.  Deliver  Jerome  Barber  to  the  mar- 
shal or  deputy,  who  will  carry  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  in  custody  of  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  who  is  instmcted  to  receive  him. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Previous  to  receipt  of  this  telegram  the  prisoner  had  been  arrested 
upon  capias  issued  out  of  said  district  court  returnable  at  same  term, 
brought  into  court,  arraigned  upon  the  indictment  and  plead  thereto. 
The  capias  had  been  returned  to  clerk  with  marshal's  return  indorsed 
thereon.  Judge  Pratt  appeared  in  prisoner's  behalf  and  moved  the 
court  to  admit  prisoner  to  bail.  Judge  Hall  postponed  argument  of 
the  motion  and  further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  Thursday,  the 
29th  instant.  At  this  stage  of  the  case  your  telegram  was  received  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  two  of  my  deputies,  who  immediately  departed 
with  the  prisoner  to  Fort  Lafayette,  and  he  was  delivered  at  the  fort 
on  the  24th  instant  as  directed  in  said  telegram  and  I  have  the  receipt 
of  the  officer  in  command  at  the  fort  therefor.  To  prevent  all  attempt 
at  rescue  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Barber  at  Syracuse  he  was  by 
advice  of  the  district  attorney  taken  by  way  of  Canandaigua,  Elmira 
and  New  York  and  Brie  Eailroad  to  Fort  Lafayette.  It  was  feared  that 
the  telegram  would  not  in  such  case  be  sufficient  authority  to  hold  him 
though  we  should  have  assumed  that  it  was  and  have  held  him  at  any 
risk.  As  such  cases  may  occur  again  I  would  like  to  receive  the 
instructions  and  views  of  the  Government,  and  if  proper  to  have  a  formal 
written  order  follow  the  telegram. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  J.  CHASE, 

TJ.  8.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  5, 1861. 

Edward  J,  Chase,  Esq., 

TJ.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Northern  Dist.  of  New  York,  Lockport. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  2d  instant  relative  to  the  case  of  Jerome 
Barber  has  been  received.  Your  course  in  regard  to  that  person  is 
entirely  approved.  It  is  conceived  that  under  existing  circumstances 
the  public  safety  requires  in  similar  cases  a  suspension  of  ordinary  judi- 
cial proceedings.  If  therefore  any  arrests  should  hereafter  be  made  by 
you  or  any  of  your  deputies  for  such  causes  you  will  at  once  apprise 
this  Department  by  telegram  and  directions  will  be  given  through  the 
same  medium  to  place  the  prisoners  in  the  custody  of  the  military 
authorities  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Syracuse,  September  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  matter  of 
Jerome  Barber,  who  was  lately  indicted  for  treason  at  Auburn  and  who 
is  now  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Mr.  Barber  is  a  native  of  this  county  and 
until  within  about  three  years  always  lived  here.  For  about  three  years 
Barber  has  lived  in  the  South  eugaged  as  engineer  in  constructing 
levees  on  the  Mississippi  River.  A  short  time  since  Barber  came  North 
on  a  visit  and  while  here  was  arrested  and  taken  before  the  TJ.  S.  com- 
missioner. A  day  or  two  afterward  he  was  indicted  at  Auburn  and 
taken  there.  I  appeared  as  his  counsel.  We  offered  to  give  bail,  and 
the  matter  of  bail  was  postponed  till  the  next  Thursday  after  the  court 
adjourned.  The  hearing  was  to  be  had  before  Judge  Hall  at  his  office 
in  Buffalo.  Barber  was  immediately  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette.  I  am 
convinced  that  he  is  wrongly  imprisoned  and  that  there  is  nothing  of 
the  matter.  He  made  an  affidavit  in  open  court  that  he  was  not  guilty 
of  the  matters  alleged  in  the  indictment,  and  now  what  he  very  much 
desires  is  his  trial.  The  court  at  which  he  may  be  tried  sits  next  month 
at  Albany.  Will  you  please  inform  me  if  the  Administration  intend  to 
give  such  men  the  benefit  of  a  trial  and  if  Barber  will  be  allowed  his 
trial  or  not? 

Perhaps  you  will  be  easily  assured  that  I  would  not  attempt  to  shield 
any  man  from  his  just  deserts  especially  in  times  like  these  when  I 
remind  you  that  I  was  a  long  time  a  partner  of  H.  C.  Goodwin,  of  Madi- 
son County,  with  whom  I  believe  you  were  personally  acquainted.  And 
if  I  were  not  constrained  to  believe  in  the  entire  innocence  of  Barber 
I  would  not  attempt  to  effect  his  release.  I  take  the  liberty  to  address 
you  as  I  learn  that  Barber  was  taken  to  the  fort  by  your  order.  I  hope 
to  hear  from  you  soon. 
Most  truly,  yours, 

D.  J.  MITCHELL. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  23, 1861. 
William  A.  Dart,  Esq., 

U.  8.  District  Attorney  for  the  Northern  Dist.  of  New  Yorlc. 
Sir:  Will  you  please  send  to  this  Department  a  statement  of  the 
proofs  in  the  case  of  Jerome  Barber? 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


U.  S.  District  Attorney's  Office, 

Potsdam,  September  27, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  23d  instant  requesting  a  statement  of  the  proofs 
in  the  case  of  Jerome  Barber  is  received.  The  proofs  before  the  grand 
jury  were  as  follows :  Mrs.  Cornelia  D.  Castle,  of  Onondaga  Hill,  Onon- 
daga County,  testified  that  she  knew  Jerome  Barber  and  had  for  several 
years  previous  to  his  going  to  Louisiana,  where  he  went  from  Onondaga 
about  two  years  ago.  He  was  a  surveyor  and  a  man  of  some  educa- 
tion. Knew  his  brother  Charles  Barber,  who  resides  at  Onondaga. 
Charles  showed  me  a  letter  from  Jerome  a  short  time  ago.  It  was  dated 
at  New  Orleans.    It  stated  that  the  writer  had  a  friend  who  was  going 
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to  Louisville  and  who  would  mail  it  there.  The  letter  stated  that  he 
(Jerome)  was  a  military  engineer  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  was 
going  North  to  build  forts  on  the  Mississippi;  that  Louisiana  was  the 
State  of  his  (the  writer's)  adoption  and  he  should  fight  for  it  as  long  as 
he  had  an  arm  to  defend  it.  In  the  letter  he  mentioned  his  brother  who 
had  joined  the  Federal  Army,  and  he  said  he  had  rather  he  were  dead. 
There  was  a  slip  of  paper  in  the  letter  that  appeared  to  have  been  cut 
from  a  daily  newspaper  that  stated  that  Jerome  had  been  appointed  an 
engineer  on  the  levee  works.  The  letter  was  inclosed  in  an  envelope 
and  bore  the  postmark  of  Owego,  in  this  State.    Witness  further  stated : 

Jerome  Barber  came  to  Onondaga  about  three  weeks  ago  (the  examination  was 
taken  August  20,  1861).  He  has  had  a  livery  team  from  Syracuse  and  has  been  driv- 
ing about  the  country  a  great  deal.  After  he  came  home  he  stated  that  he  had  a 
commission  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  that  he  built  the  fortifications  in  Vicks- 
burg,  Miss.  I  tried  to  get  the  letter  after  I  saw  it  but  found  it  had  been  destroyed 
or  secreted. 

E.  E.  Lowell,  deputy  U.  S.  marshal,  Syracuse,  N.  T.,  was  examined 
and  testified  that  about  two  weeks  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  residing 
at  Onondaga  Hill  gave  him  notice  that  a  man  who  had  been  an  officer  in 
the  Confederate  service  was  running  about  the  country  with  livery 
teams  as  he  thought  for  mischief.  He  referred  me  to  Mrs.  Castle,  who 
made  the  complaint  before  U.  S.  Commissioner  William  C.  Euger,  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  1  arrested  Barber  and  made  search  for  the  letter  but 
could  not  find  it.  Barber  was  at  William  Earl's,  in  Marcellus,  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Syracuse,  when  I  found  him.  He  admitted  to  me 
that  he  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  as  an  engineer 
and  that  he  built  the  forts  at  Vicksburg.  He  stated  that  there  was 
$18,000  due  him  on  levee  bonds,  and  that  he  must  return  to  Louisiana 
soon  or  suffer  great  loss. 

The  witnesses  are  all  credible  and  left  no  doubt  upon  the  mind  of  the 
district  attorney  as  to  the  truth  of  their  statements,  and  that  Barber 
was  a  rebel  officer  and  intended  soon  to  return  South  to  join  the  rebel 
forces.  The  grand  jury  found  a  bill  against  him  for  treason  but  there 
is  no  evidence  upon  which  to  try  him  for  that  offense.  He  has  powerful 
friends  who  seemed  anxious  for  his  release  and  who  have  undoubtedly 
exerted  themselves  in  his  behalf,  but  from  all  the  information  that  has 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  district  attorney  he  thinks  he  ought  not  to 
be  at  large. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  TAPPAN, 
Assistant  District  Attorney. 


Blbeidge,  Onondaga  County,  N.  T.,  October  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed. 

Dear  Sib:  The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  in 
behalf  of  his  friend  Mr.  Jerome  Barber,  who  is  now  a  state  prisoner  in 
Fort  Lafayette.  If  this  epistle  should  do  him  no  good  I  pray  you  let 
it  do  him  no  harm.  Mr.  Barber  was  a  private  pupil  of  mine  in  the 
spring  and  summer  of  185G;  lived  in  my  family.  I  taught  him  the 
higher  mathematical  sciences  and  qualified  him  to  be  a  navigator, 
teacher  or  engineer.  I  am  a  very  radical  Eepublican;  have  always 
acted  against  the  radical  Democrats,  and  at  that  time  (1856)  Mr.  Bar- 
ber, then  twenty-six  years  of  age,  held  similar  sentiments— at  least  so  far 
as  I  now  remember.    That  was  the  year  of  those  outrages  m  Kansas 
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and  the  worse  tban  outrage  against  Senator  Sumner,  and  we  were  much 
excited  about  tliese  things.  Mr,  Barber  said  one  day  that  he  would 
take  his  rifle  and  march  to  Kansas  and  help  to  drive  out  and  exter- 
minate the  slave-holders  there  were  it  not  that  an  election  was  soon 
to  be  held  which  he  thought  would  change  the  course  of  things.  You 
can  see  by  this  that  he  has  no  natural  sympathy  for  slavery  or  slave- 
holders. Soon  after  this  Mr.  Barber  went  to  some  place  near  New  Or- 
leans where  a  relative  of  his  had  some  iron  works,  he  acting  for  a  while 
as  clerk.  He  did  not  like  this  employment  very  much  and  he  sought  a 
place  of  assistant  engineer  in  keeping  up  the  embankments  against  the 
river  at  Lake  Providence  in  Louisiana.  The  chief  engineer  being  a 
Southerner  and  not  well  versed  in  science  soon  discovered  that  Mr. 
Barber  was  more  at  home  in  the  business  than  himself,  and  he  being 
wealthy  and  not  liking  the  responsibility  Mr.  Barber  was  offered  the 
place  with  a  salary  of  $3,000.  This  is  his  story,  but  there  is  little  rea- 
son to  doubt  it  for  I  received  letters  from  him  postmarked  Lake  Provi- 
dence with  Mr.  Barber's  name  and  title  of  State  engineer  printed  on 
the  envelope.  Now  we  must  consider  that  Mr.  Barber  was  a  young 
man.  The  people  about  his  early  home  had  done  nothing  for  him.  His 
new  friends  at  the  South  had  done  everything  for  him  and  we  should 
not  wonder  if  it  turned  his  head.  War  came;  his  business  was  inter- 
rupted, his  loyalty  for  the  South  probably  suspected  because  he  was 
from  New  York  and  his  salary  cut  off.  He  returned  to  his  early  home 
disappointed  and  probably  embittered  and  in  his  debates  with  the  rustic 
inhabitants  of  his  native  hills  no  doubt  he  used  strong  language,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  this  is  the  first  of  his  ofi'endlng. 

The  report  has  been  that  he  was  engineer  at  Memphis  but  I  think 
this  is  not  true.  It  was  also  said  that  he  was  commissioned  to  purchase 
provisions  and  supplies  for  the  Southern  army.  I  do  not  know  how  this 
is  but  I  do  not  believe  it.  He  has  too  much  common  sense  to  boast  of 
such  things  among  his  country  associates  if  it  were  really  true.  He  is 
one  who  is  sometimes  fond  of  boasting  and  like  all  boasters  his  truths 
become  very  elastic.  It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  know  him  best 
that  he  is  not  worthy  of  the  distinction  that  the  Government  has  given 
him  and  that  were  he  set  at  liberty  he  would  have  no  power  to  do  the 
country  harm  and  I  doubt  whether  he  would  have  the  disposition  to  do 
so.  I  write  this  letter  without  his  knowledge,  leave  or  approbation.  It 
is  true  I  received  a  letter  from  him  a  few  days  since  on  a  scientific  sub- 
ject and  his  only  complaint  in  it  is  that  he  is  accused  of  crimes  without 
being  granted  a  trial,  and  at  first  view  this  does  look  hard  and  is  in 
direct  opposition  to  American  professions,  but  a  nation  in  war  must 
take  care  of  itself  in  spite  of  constitutions  and  of  technicalities  in  law. 
Yours,  in  behalf  of  justice, 

H.  N,  KOBLSrSON. 

P.  S. — The  Republicans  here  are  indignant  against  President  Lincoln 
for  his  modification  of  General  Fr6mont's  proclamation.  We  are  all  for 
General  Fremont,  right  or  wrong. 


Wab  Dbpautment,  Washington,  February  31, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

Colonel  :  You  may  release  on  the  22d  of  February  Instant  the  fol- 
lowing prisoners  confined  in  Fort  Warren  upon  their  engaging  upon 
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honor  that  they  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States:  J.  E.  Barber.    *    *    ♦ 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 

Port  Waeebn,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17,  1863. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  G. 
SiE :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  loth  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  following-named  persons  have  taken  their  parole  and  left  agreeably 
to  your  order  of  the  21st  ultimo :  J.  E,  Barber.    «     *    * 

I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Cases  of  Mrs.  Greenhow  and  Messrs.  Walker  and  Van  Camp. 

Mrs.  Greenhow*  was  arrested  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  1861,  in  the 
city  of  Washington  by  order  of  the  War  Department  and  was  placed 
under  military  guard  at  her  own  house.  She  was  afterward  transferred 
to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  She  was  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the 
interest  of  the  rebels  and  furnishing  the  insurgent  generals  with 
important  information  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  Union  forces. 
At  the  time  of  her  arrest  a  number  of  cipher  letters  and  a  large 
quantity  of  correspondence  containing  military  information  evidently 
intended  for  the  insurgents  were  found  torn  into  fragments  in  the  stove 
where  they  had  probably  been  cast  by  her.  Some  of  these  fragments 
were  assorted  and  placed  together  so  as  to  be  read  and  copied.  Mrs. 
Greenhow  while  imprisoned  did  not  hesitate  to  express  her  sympathy  for 
the  success  of  the  rebellion.  The  said  Eose  O'N.  Greenhow  remained 
in  custody  in  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  con- 
formity with  the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day 
she  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

William  J.  Walker  was  arrested  by  the  provost  guard  in  Washing- 
ton, August  23, 1861,  and  was  committed  to  Thirteenth  Street  Prison; 
from  thence  transferred  to  the  Old  Capitol  Prison  by  order  of  General 
Porter.  He  was  charged  with  being  engaged  in  contraband  and  trea- 
sonable correspondence  with  the  rebels.  At  the  time  of  his  arrest  he 
was  entering  Mrs.  Greenhow's  house  at  a  very  late  hour  of  the  evening 
of  the  day  on  which  she  was  placed  under  surveillance.  An  order  was 
issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  November  19, 1861,  direct- 
ing General  Porter  to  release  Walker  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance stipulating  that  he  will  neither  leave  the  city  of  Washington 
nor  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government,  nor  hold  any  correspondence  with  persons 
residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
and  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  pres- 
ent insurrection.    Walker  reftised  to  take  the  above-prescribed  oath 


*  In  connection  with  these  cases  see  cases  of  Thompson  and  McArthur,  Mrs.  Baxley 
and  Mrs.  Morris,  pott. 
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and  stipulation  on  the  19th  of  November.  Subsequently  he  signified 
his  willingness  to  take  the  oath  in  the  form  it  had  been  tendered  to 
him,  and  he  did  take  it  and  was  released  November  20, 18G1. 

A.  Van  Camp  was  arrested  in  Washington  about  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  bj"^  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  committed  to  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison.  The  charges  against  Van  Camp  were  that  he  was  a  spy 
and  aided  in  the  escape  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Heriidon,  late  of  the  U.  S.  Army, 
who  deserted  and  carried  to  the  rebels  important  information,  and  also 
that  Van  Camp  not  only  consented  but  sanctioned  the  enlistment  of  his 
son  in  the  rebel  army.  It  appears  from  the  report  made  to  the  pro- 
vost-marshal by  Major  Allen,  his  agent,  that  Van  Camp's  son  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun  and  that  in  violation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  Van  Camp  clandestinely  passed  the  lines  of  the 
Federal  Army  and  visited  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion,  and  was  allowed 
to  pass  amongst  them  without  let  or  hindrance,  enjoying  their  entire 
confidence.  The  said  A.  Van  Camp  remained  in  custody  at  the  Old 
Capitol  Prison  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department, 
^'Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 

Washington.  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevtakd. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  think  there  must  be  some  misapprehension  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  William  J.  Walker,  now  imprisoned  in  this  city  on  the  sup- 
posed charge  of  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  enemy.  Nothing 
so  much  surprised  me  on  my  arrival  in  this  city  a  few  days  ago  as 
the  news  of  his  arrest,  for  I  have  known  Mr.  Walker  intimately  for 
years  past  and  have  seen  no  occasion  to  entertain  other  than  the 
highest  esteem  for  him  politically  and  personally.  Up  to  a  very  recent 
period — the  time  of  my  departure  from  here  to  North  Carolina — Mr. 
Walker  had  uniformly  expressed  himself  to  me  as  became  a  loyal  and 
patriotic  man.  Did  I  believe  him  otherwise  I  would  be  the  last  to 
intervene  in  his  behalf.  But  1  have  confidence  that  an  investigation  of 
his  case  will  disclose  his  entire  innocence  of  what  is  probably  only  a 
malignant  and  false  charge. 

I  ask  you,  dear  sir,  respectfully  but  earnestly  under  the  peculiarly 
trying  circumstances  of  Mr.  Walker's  case  to  use  your  efforts  toward 
a  speedy  examination  of  the  charge  against  him.  He  has  an  aged 
mother  and  a  family  mainly  dependent  on  him  for  their  support.  The 
humiliation  of  imprisonment  on  a  suspicion  so  discreditable  and  infa- 
mous as  treason  I  know  deeply  affects  the  members  of  his  household,  and 
in  justice  to  them  suffering  as  they  are  with  him  Mr.  Walker  should 
receive  a  prompt  and  impartial  trial.  I  desire  this  letter  to  be  filed  with 
any  papers  the  provost-marshal  may  have  in  the  case  to  be  used  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Walker. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  HENKY  FOSTEE. 

49  Wall  Street,  New  York  City,  October  12, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  Mr,  William  J.  Walker,  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  was  arrested  some  weeks  since  and  now  is  confined  in 
said  city  under  suspicion  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government.  Permit  me 
to  say  that  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1853  1  occupied  a  house  on  the 
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east  side  of  Twelfth  street,  just  above  F  street,  said  city,  and  in  conse- 
quence became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Oceana  Walker  who  occupied 
(and  still  occupies)  the  house  immediately  adjoining  on  the  north. 
I  ere  long  discovered  that  Mrs.  Walker  was  in  very  reduced  circum- 
stances and  had  a  considerable  family  of  children  on  her  hands  with- 
out means  of  support.  Both  Mrs.  Smith  and  myself  were  led  to  take 
a  deep  interest  in  her  case  and  ultimately  went  to  Postmaster-General 
Campbell  (under  President  Pierce's  Administration)  and  made  a  strong 
appeal  to  him  in  favor  of  her  son,  William  J.,  and  thus  got  him 
appointed  a  messenger  in  the  General  Post-OfiBce  at  a  salary  of  $600 
or  8700  per  year,  which  office  he  held  for  a  considerable  period  but 
ultimately  resigned  it  in  favor  of  his  brother  who  holds  it  to  this 
day.  *  •  »  William  on  throwing  up  the  situation  came  to  this 
[place]  and  became  the  agent  of  some  Southern  railroad  or  roads  in 
promoting  their  interest  by  securing  to  them  patronage,  and  was  doing 
very  well  when  the  pending  atrocious  rebellion  broke  out  which  of 
course  destroyed  his  business.  He  then  returned  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington out  of  employment  and  I  interested  myself  in  his  behalf  and 
tiled  to  get  him  a  situation  under  the  Government,  when  to  my  great 
surprise  I  learned  he  had  been  arrested  for  the  cause  already 
indicated. 

1  consider  him  a  young  gent  of  unspotted  honor  and  rectitude,  of 
very  superior  attainments  and  abilities,  and  1  cannot  believe  he  has 
committed  crime  or  contemplated  its  perpetration,  but  if  I  thought 
there  had  been  some  indiscretion  in  his  conduct  I  would  ask  you  to 
overlook  it  in  consideration  of  the  lilial  piety  which  he  has  displayed 
for  his  aged  mother. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
myself  your  fellow-citizen, 

TRUMAN  SMITH. 


Post-Office  Department,  October  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  William  J.  Walker,  now  in  confinement  as  a  prisoner  of  state, 
was  for  several  years  a  messenger  in  this  J^epartment,  well  known  to 
me.  I  certainly  have  never  had  any  reason  to  doubt  Walker's  loyalty 
but  have  supposed  him  a  well-meaning,  harmless  man.  He  was  ambi- 
tious to  rise  above  his  position  as  messenger  and  applied  himself 
diligently  to  educate  himself  for  higher  duties.  I  think  he  became 
correspondent  of  one  or  two  newspapers  and  they  may  have  been 
Southern  papers,  but  this  must  have  been  before  the  great  rebellion 
burst  forth  and  could  not  I  suppose  have  compromised  him.  1  was 
surpi'ised  to  hear  of  Walker's  arrest  and  confinement  upon  charges  of 
disloyalty,  but  as  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  made  I  can  only  say  that  my  knowledge  of  him 
through  several  years  would  lead  me  to  doubt  his  being  seriously 
implicated  in  any  treasonable  act  or  project. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  P.  TROTT, 

Chief  Cleric. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  concur  in  the  statements  of  Mr.  Trott. 

A.  N.  ZEVELY, 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 
E.  L.  CHILDS, 

Private  Cleric. 
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Washington,  October  33,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiB:  Having  ascertained  that  William  J.  Walker,  of  Washington, 
has  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  disloyalty  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  now  confined  in  this  city,  permit  me  to  say  I  have 
known  this  gentleman  for  several  years  and  still  know  him  to  be  a 
gentleman  of  high  sense  of  honor  and  great  moral  and  intellectual 
attainments.  Allow  me  further  to  add  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  arrest 
I  have  heard  him  frequently  express  himself  as  a  strong  Union  man  and 
opposed  to  this  most  atrocious  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  I  know  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  committing  any  dis- 
loyal act  against  the  Government  and  I  think  a  due  examination  of  his 
case  will  prove  the  correctness  of  what  I  say.  I  hope  you  will  gi^e  his 
case  your  earliest  consideration  and  find  it  perfectly  consistent  with 
your  official  duties  to  release  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

MAEION  E.  EOSS. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  28, 1861, 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  Herewith  I  return  to  yon  some  statements*  in  reference 
to  one  Walker,  a  prisoner  in  your  custody.  Will  you  please  examine 
his  case  and  return  to  this  Department  these  papers  with  your  report 
thereon? 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary, 


Papers  found  in  the  Confederate  archives  relating  to  Mrs.  Greenhow  and 

Van  Gamp. 

[No.  1.] 

Centerville,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  27th  instant  has  been  received  with 
its  inclosure.  The  note  in  cipher  was  addressed  to  me — that  is,  to 
Thomas  John  Eayford,  a  name  I  adopted  before  leaving  Washington 
for  purposes  of  cipher  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Greenhow  by  whom 
the  note  probably  was  written.  As  you  will  perceive  from  the  transla- 
tion inclosed  the  subject-matter  is  unimportant.  I  say  Mrs.  G.  prob- 
ably wrote  the  note,  but  it  is  quite  possible  she  did  not  and  that  it  is  a 
shallow  device  of  the  enemy  to  entice  [us]  into  a  correspondence  which 
shall  fall  into  their  hands.  This  is  the  best  light  to  view  it,  as  a  corre- 
spondence with  her  or  further  use  of  that  cipher  is  useless.  This  cipher 
I  arranged  last  April.  Being  my  first  attempt  and  hastily  devised  it 
may  be  deciphered  by  any  expert,  as  I  found  after  use  of  it  for  a  time. 
I  accordingly  would  have  discarded  it  long  since  had  Mrs.  G.  escaped 
detection,  and  had  indeed  arranged  a  cipher  to  send  her  just  as  she  was 
arrested.  The  War  Department  at  Washington  came  into  possession 
of  one  of  her  letters  in  this  cipher  and  by  its  aid  ought  to  have  worked 
out  the  key.    That  does  not  matter  as  of  course  I  used  it  with  but  the 

*  No  inclosureB  found,  but  see  preceding  coirespondence. 
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lady,  and  with  her  it  has  served  our  purpose  includiug  the  one  great 
service  of  saving  General  Bonham  from  a  disastrous  surprise  on  the 
17th  of  July.  I  hear  from  another  source  that  a  reward  is  offered  for 
the  key,  I  am  inclined  to  furnish  it  through  a  person  in  Washiugton 
and  let  the  friend  get  the  consideration,  for  I  repeat  the  possession  of 
the  key  can  do  them  no  possible  good  now  nor  can  it  prejudice  any  one. 
31  y  suspicion  has  been  excited  by  the  way  the  value  of  the  key  is  dwelt 
upon  in  this  note  and  the  desire  to  get  at  it  on  part  of  the  enemy,  for 
I  cannot  doubt  that  an  expert  could  unravel  it. 

I  know  not  who  wrote  the  letter  signed  A.  M.  H.  The  place  of  attack 
he  indicates  is  one  that  Doctor  Van  Camp  has  just  come  here  to  inform 
us  has  actually  been  determined  on  as  the  place  of  descent  by  the  Annap- 
olis armada.  Callan,  clerk  of  Senate  Military  Committee,  is  informant. 
It  is  doubted  here,  however,  but  the  army  has  been  put  in  order  for  such 
an  exigency. 

Last  night  I  telegraphed  information  sent  me  that  Cape  Fear  River, 
Smithville,  &c.,  were  the  real  points  of  attack.  This  came  from  one 
(Washington,  24th  instant)  with  capacity  and  wit  to  make  a  most  effi- 
cient emissary.  Circumstances  have  placed  her  en  rapport  with  me 
lately  and  I  expect  a  good  deal  of  timely,  acute  observation  of  a  useful 
character  from  her,  but  as  I  cannot  be  altogether  certain  of  her  faith 
all  will  be  received  with  caution  and  nothing  communicated  to  her,  as 
was  my  course  I  may  also  say  with  Mrs.  G-.  The  person  in  question 
communicates  the  name  of  an  alien  just  from  Portsmouth,  Va.,  one 
E.  B.  Lukins,  who  is  said  to  have  given  so  much  information  deemed 
of  value  that  he  has  already  been  commissioned.  This  man  had  draw- 
ings of  batteries  in  the  Peninsula.  .He,  she  says,  has  a  brother-in-law 
by  name  of  Ford  now  in  the  works  at  Sewell's  Poiut  from  whom  he 
learned  a  signal  in  use  by  us  when  our  vessels  are  to  run  the  blockade 
of  York  River.  If  there  is  such  a  signal  it  has  been  communicated,  be 
assured.  Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard  think  the  matter  ought 
to  be  examined  into. 

You  rightly  say  the  events  of  the  last  six  months  seem  all  a  dream. 
The  most  dreamlike  thing  in  the  world's  history  is  the  presence  here  in 
Fairfax  County  in  the  month  of  October,  1861,  twelve  months  from  the 
time  you  were  in  San  Francisco,  of  two  hostile  armies  of  formidable 
size  such  as  now  confront  each  other. 

Be  assured  I  shall  be  pleased  to  be  of  the  least  personal  service  to 
you  in  this  quarter. 
Yours,  truly, 

THOMAS  JORDAN. 

[No.  2.] 

Centeeville,  January  18, 1863. 
[The  following]  respectfully  transmitted  for  the  information  of  the 
War  Department  by  instructions  from  General  Beauregard. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

December  28, 1861. 
Deak  Gen'erai.:  I  wrote  you  yesterday  giving  you  some  itiformation  additional  to 
that  contained  in  my  dispatch  the  day  before.  I  omitted  to  say  yesterday  that  I 
inclosed  a  dispatch  from  oar  friend  Mrs.  Greenhow,  which  I  hope  reached  you 
to-day.  I  also  inclosed  one  from  our  friend  in  B.  To-day  I  have  it  in  ray  power  to  say 
that  Kelley  is  to  advance  on  Winchester.  Stone  and  Banks  are  to  cross  and  go  to 
Leesbnrg.  Burnside's  fleet  is  to  engage  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac  and  McClel- 
lan  &  Co.  will  move  on  Centervillc  and  Manassas.    This  move  will  be  made  next 
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week.  This  infoimation  comes  from  one  of  McClellan's  aides  and  ftom  Fox,  of  the 
Navy  Department.  As  I  remarked  yesterday  be  prepared  for  them  on  every  hand 
and  at  every  moment.  Mason  and  Slidell  have  been  given  up  and  the  Hall  clique  are 
furious.  Look  out  for  a  smash-up.  I  send  yon  the  papers  containing  Seward's 
letter,  &c. 

Now,  my  dear  general,  look  out  for  a  large  army,  and  tell  your  men  (God  bleaa 
them)  to  cut  and  slay  until  the  last  man  is  destroyed.  Do  not  allow  one  to  come 
back  to  tell  the  sad  tale.  No  living  man  ever  made  such  a  desperate  effort  as 
McClellan  will  make.  Nevertheless  I  believe  he  is  a  coward  and  is  afraid  to  meet 
you.  If  some  excuse  is  not  hatched  up  you  may  certainly  expect  an  attack  next  week. 
My  God!  general,  give  them  the  most  awful  whipping  that  any  army  ever  received. 
llcClellan's  army  will  certainly  number  180,000  or  185,000  men— perhaps  more.  Let 
our  next  greeting  be  in  Washington.  You  shall  have  a  warm  reception.  I  write  in 
some  haste. 

From  Mrs.  Greenhow. 

December  26. 
In  a  day  or  two  1,200  cavalry  supported  by  four  batteries  of  artillery  will  cross  the 
river  above  to  get  behind  Manassas  and  cut  off  railroad  and  other  communications 
with  our  army  whilst  an  attacic  is  made  in  front.  For  God's  sake  heed  this.  It  is 
positive.  They  are  obliged  to  move  or  give  up.  They  find  me  a  hard  bargain  and  I 
shall  be  I  think  released  in  a  few  days  without  condition,  but  to  go  South.  A  confi- 
dential member  of  McClellan's  staff  came  to  see  me  and  tell  mo  that  my  case  should 
form  an  exception  and  I  only  want  to  gain  time.    All  my  plans  are  nearly  completed. 


HDQiis.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  November  — ,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  -report  that  I  have  received  at  this 
office  a  communication  from  the  State  Department  dated  October  28, 
1861,  signed  by  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  and 
addressed  to  yourself  in  the  following  words,  to  wit.* 

In  compliance  with  the  above  request  and  by  your  direction  I  have 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  case  of  William  J.  Walker  and 
beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  as  my  report 
thereon : 

That  the  said  Walker  was  arrested  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  August 
last  under  the  following  circumstances: 

That  on  the  morning  of  the  same  day  by  order  of I  arrested 

Mrs.  Rose  O'Neal  Greenhow  at  her  own  house,  398  Sixteenth  street, 
Washington ;  that  I  stationed  a  guard  which  had  been  detailed  for 
that  purpose  by  myself  inside  the  house  in  order  to  insure  the  safe- 
keeping of  Mrs.  Greenhow  and  to"  aid  in  the  arrest  of  any  persons  who 
might  call  there  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  being 
ignorant  of  her  arrest  or  even  of  such  a  suspicion.  No  guard  was 
placed  outside  the  house  for  the  reason  that  it  was  believed  many  per- 
sons who  were  communicating  with  Mrs.  Greenhow  might  continue  to 
call,  and  thus  reveal  their  identity  and  lead  to  their  detection;  that 
during  the  day  on  which  Mrs.  Greenhow  was  arrested  I  employed  sev- 
eral of  my  operatives  in  searching  her  house  and  in  examining  her 
correspondence,  a  very  large  amount  of  which — much  of  it  highly 
treasonable  in  character — was  found  in  different  parts  of  her  house, 
and  no  small  part  of  which  was  torn  up  recently  as  it  appeared,  some 
of  the  latter  being  thrown  into  the  stove  but  not  burned  as  there  was 
no  fire  therein;  that  I  continued  several  of  my  operatives  at  the  said 
house  during  the  night  of  said  23d  of  August  with  orders  to  detain 
any  and  all  persons  who  should  call  and  report  their  detention  at  once 

*  Omitted  here;  see  Seward  to  Porter,  p  664. 
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to  me;  that  at  about  10.30  o'clock  on  the  night  of  said  23d  of  August 
the  aforesaid  W.  J.  Walker  in  company  with  another  person  named 
F.  Rennehan  came  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Greenhow  and  were  at  once 
admitted  by  the  man  stationed  in  the  hall  for  that  purpose,  where  they 
were  detained  until  my  arrival  at  the  house,  when  they  were  taken 
before  the  provost-marshal  and  there  examined  in  presence  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  A.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War;  that  they  there  repre- 
sented themselves  to  have  been  making  a  friendly  call  on  Mrs.  Green- 
how  when  they  were  arrested ;  that  they  were  asked  what  tlieir  business 
was  Avith  Mrs.  Greenhow  and  that  their  answers  were  evasive,  indefl- 
nite  and  contradictory;  that  after  a  full  examination  it  was  the  advice 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Scott  that  both  Walker  and  Rennehan  should  be  lield 
and  they  were  accordingly  sent  to  prison  by  order  of  Brigadier-General 
Porter,  provost-marshal. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  in  further  continuation  of  this  report  that  in  order 
to  the  better  understanding  of  the  case  it  seems  to  me  proper  to  review 
as  briefly  as  I  can  some  of  the  many  facts  connected  with  the  charac- 
ter, practices  and  arrest  of  the  said  Mrs.  Greenhow,  in  connection  with 
whom  and  with  which  the  said  Walker  stands  connected.  It  was  a 
fact  too  notorious  to  need  reciting  here  that  for  months  before  her 
arrest  Mrs.  Greenhow  was  actively  and  to  a  great  extent  openly  engaged 
in  giving  aid  and  comfort,  sympathy  and  information  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Government;  that  although  she  was  living  in  the  capital  of  the 
United  States  and  under  its  governmental  protection  her  house  was  the 
rendezvous  for  the  most  violent  enemies  of  the  Government,  not  a  few 
of  whom  were  rebels  in  arms  against  its  authority  and  who  were  using 
every  means  in  their  power  to  accomplish  its  overthrow ;  that  the  house 
of  Mrs.  Greenhow  was  a  sort  of  focal  center  where  treason  found  a 
resting  place  and  where  traitors  were  supplied  with  every  needed  care 
and  where  they  were  furnished  with  every  possible  information  to  be 
obtained  by  the  untiring  energies  of  this  very  remarkable  woman ;  that 
for  a  great  number  of  years  Mrs.  Greenhow  has  been  the  instrument  of 
the  very  men  who  now  lead  in  the  rebel  councils  and  some  of  those 
who  command  their  armies;  who  have  successfully  used  her  as  a  will- 
ing instrument  in  plotting  the  overthrow  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  which  she  no  less  than  they  had  desired  to  accomplish ;  that 
since  the  commencement  of  this  rebellion  this  woman  from  her  long 
residence  at  the  capital,  her  superior  education,  her  uncommon  social 
powers,  her  very  extensive  acquaintance  among  and  her  active  associa- 
tion with  the  leading  politicians  of  this  nation  has  possessed  an  almost 
superhuman  power,  all  of  which  she  has  most  wickedly  used  to  destroy 
the  Government. 

With  her  as  with  other  traitors  she  has  been  most  unscrupulous  in 
the  use  of  means.  Nothing  has  been  too  sacred  for  her  appropriation 
so  as  by  its  use  she  might  hope  to  accomplish  her  treasonable  ends. 
She  has  made  use  of  whoever  and  whatever  she  could  as  mediums  to 
carry  into  effect  her  unholy  purposes.  She  has  used  her  almost  irre- 
sistible seductive  powers  to  win  to  her  aid  persons  who  were  holding 
responsible  places  of  honor  and  of  profit  under  the  Government  so  that 
she  might  through  them  obtain  information  only  known  to  the  emi)loyes 
and  agents  of  the  Government  and  thus  aid  the  rebels  to  organize  and 
for  80  long  a  time  to  maintain  such  a  powerful  resistance  to  its  author 
ity.  She  has  not  used  her  powers  in  vain  among  the  officers  of  the 
Army,  not  a  few  of  whom  she  has  robbed  of  patriotic  hearts  and  trans- 
formed them  into  sympathizers  with  the  enemies  of  the  country  which 
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had  made  them  all  they  were.  She  had  her  secret  and  insidious  agents 
in  all  parts  of  this  city  and  scattered  over  a  large  extent  of  country. 
She  had  a  long  list  of  names  arranged  with  great  care  and  in  alphabeti- 
cal order  composed  of  persons  upon  whom  she  and  the  other  enemies 
of  the  Government  had  calculated  to  rely  and  who  were  to  be  rewarded 
wben  they  should  have  completed  its  overthrow.  She  had  alphabets, 
numbers,  ciphers  and  various  other  not  mentioned  ways  of  holding 
intercourse  with  traitors  unknown  to  any  but  themselves;  all  of  which 
means  she  was  in  active  use  of  at  the  time  of  and  subsequent  to  her 
arrest.  In  the  circle  of  her  influence  were  very  many  women  of  various 
ages  as  well  as  men,  which  women  like  herself  bore  to  the  friends  of 
the  Government  the  most  defiant  habit.  They  openly  talked  of  and  as 
openly  wished  that  the  rebel  leaders  and  their  armed  legions  might 
take  possession  of  Washington  and  hurl  from  power  by  force  of  arms 
the  legally  chosen  and  duly  constituted  authorities  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  These  women  paid  their  visits  to  the  camps  of  the 
rebel  generals,  gave  them  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  extended  an 
invitation  to  them  to  come  and  take  our  nation's  capital  and  promised 
them  every  aid  they  had  power  to  render.  They  carried  with  them  on 
such  visits  letters  to  those  generals ;  letters  which  had  been  written  by 
or  collected  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Greeuhow ;  letters  containing  the  most 
valuable  information — all  designed  to  aid  the  rebels  in  striking  all  the 
more  effective  blows.  Statistical  facts  were  thus  obtained  and  for- 
warded that  could  have  been  found  nowhere  but  in  the  national  archives, 
thus  leading  me  to  the  conclusion  that  such  evidence  must  have  been 
obtained  from  employes  and  agents  iu  the  various  Departments  of  the 
Government. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  for  some  days  previous  to  the  arrest  of 
Mrs.  Greenhow  I  had  several  of  my  operatives  keeping  watch  over  her 
house  and  also  over  the  houses  and  persons  of  several  who  were  well 
known  to  be  iu  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Greenhow  and  with  other  traitors 
and  rebels  against  the  Government.  On  the  night  previous  to  her 
arrest  while  I  was  keeping  watch  at  and  about  the  house  of  Mrs.  Green- 
how, being  assisted  by  several  of  my  operatives,  an  ofBcer  of  the  Army 
left  her  house  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  and  was  followed  by  myself 
and  one  of  my  operatives,  who  when  he  discovered  me  commenced  to 
run  and  was  followed  by  myself  and  operative  at  a  rapid  gait,  leading 
us  to  his  quarters,  where  when  we  came  up  close  behind  him  he  called 
for  the  guard  and  ordered  us  both  under  arrest.  The  officer  then  went 
upstairs  while  I  halted  and  looked  at  my  watch.  Said  officer  returned 
iu  twenty  minutes  with  a  revolver  in  his  hand,  saying  that  he  went 
upstairs  on  purpose  to  get  the  revolver.  The  inquiry  arises,  was  it  for 
that  purpose  he  staid  thus  or  for  the  more  probable  one  of  hiding  or 
destroying  the  evidence  of  his  guilt  obtained  of  Mrs.  Greenhow  or  fur- 
nished to  her ;  that  I  requested  said  officer  to  seud  word  for  me  to  Mr. 
Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  to  General  McOlellan  or  to  General 
Porter,  all  of  which  he  refused  to  do,  ordering  us  (myself  and  operative) 
into  a  most  filthy  and  uncomfortable  place  under  guard  until  morning, 
when  we  were  discharged  by  Mr.  Secretary  Scott  in  person. 

Such  is  the  character  and  such  were  the  associations  of  Mrs.  Green- 
how at  the  time  of  her  arrest,  since  which  time  she  has  not  ceased  to 
lay  plans,  to  attempt  the  bribery  of  officers  having  her  in  charge,  to 
make  use  of  signs  from  the  windows  of  her  house  to  her  friends  on  the 
streets,  to  communicate  with  such  friends  and  through  them  as  she  sup- 
posed send  information  to  the  rebels  in  ciphers  requiring  much  time  to 
decipher — all  of  which  she  supposed  she  was  doing  through  an  officer 
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who  had  her  in  charge  and  whom  she  supposed  she  had  bribed  fco  that 
purpose,  but  who  faithful  to  his  trust  laid  her  communications  before 
yourself. 

At  her  house  under  the  circumstances  heretofore  detailed,  at  an  hour 
approaching  to  midnight,  for  no  purpose  which  he  was  able  to  explain, 
in  company  with  a  man  (Eennehan)  who  though  couflued  since  the  23d  of 
August  last  iu  the  same  room  with  Walker  and  who  has  been  residing 
in  Washington  for  many  years  has  as  yet  not  even  attempted  to  prove 
his  loyalty.  Walker  had  called  as  heretofore  recited  and  was  taken 
into  custody.  I  need  hardly  recite  his  course  and  appearance  at  the 
examination  at  the  office  of  the  provost-marshal,  and  how  that  appear- 
ance and  action  impressed  Mr.  Secretary  Scott  as  well  as  myself  with 
the  belief  that  Walker  was  not  only  not  loyal  but  that  his  purpose  at 
Mrs.  Greenhow's  at  that  hour  of  night  was  beyond  even  a  negative  dis- 
loyalty.    Since  that  time  I  have  seen  nothing  to  change  my  opinion. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  the  statements  referred  to  in  the 
communication  aforesaid  from  the  State  Department  have  been  exam- 
ined by  me,  and  they  are  or  many  of  tliem  from  distinguished  men — 
men  whose  statements  are  entitled  to  weight.*  But  I  submit  that  they 
are  all  general  in  their  character  and  do  not  specifically  show  that 
Walker  is  a  loyal  man.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  hundreds  of  men 
who  before  this  rebellion  were  above  reproach,  who  were  ornaments  in 
society  and  high  perhaps  in  public  station,  are  now  acting  the  traitor's 
part  and  in  this  our  hour  of  need  are  joining  hands  to  strike  down  the 
best  Government  in  and  the  hope  of  the  world. 

No  one  can  regret  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  facts  more  than 
myself,  nor  the  reasons  which  impel  me  to  conclude  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  is  safer  and  wiser  to  hold  both  these  men  until  the  Gov- 
ernment has  once  more  established  itself  on  such  a  basis  as  that  not 
only  them  but  even  Mrs.  Greenhow  herself  may  be  permitted  to  go  at 
large  with  no  fear  of  consequences.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  time 
when  if  ever  the  line  of  demarcation  between  loyalty  and  disloyalty 
should  be  so  clearly  marked  as  to  admit  of  very  little  doubt.  I  sympa- 
thize with  any  and  every  person  who  is  deprived  of  liberty,  but  it  is 
far  better  that  a  few  should  suffer  than  that  the  lives  of  our  best  men 
and  bravest  soldiers  should  be  saci-ificed,  or  what  is  worse  the  country 
suffer  betrayal  by  men  who  in  all  things  else  bear  a  good  and  valuable 
character. 

If  Kennehan  is  a  loyal  man  why  has  he  not  undertaken  the  proof  ? 
My  inference  is  he  cannot.  I  believe  that  both  he  and  Walker  went  to 
Mrs.  Greenhow's  that  night  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  carrying 
information  to  the  enemy,  and  that  as  a  military  necessity  they  ought 
uot  to  be  discharged. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  19, 1861, 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Pokter,  Provost-Marslml,  Washington. 

Sir:  Let  William  J.  Walker,  a  prisoner  confined  in  this  city,  be 
i-eleased  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  leave  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington nor  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority 

*•  Tt,  is  nrnliahlp  anmn  of  the  letters  filed  ill  Walker's  favor  are  missing. 
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of  the  United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  what- 
ever with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the 
Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the 
United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  You  will  please  make 
the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath. 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assiitant  Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  19, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  agreeable  to  an  order 
from  the  Department  of  State  dated  this  day  and  addressed  to  your- 
self, signed  by  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  ordering 
the  release  of  William  J.  Walker,  a  prisoner  confined  in  the  Old  Capitol 
Prison,  1  detailed  one  of  my  operatives  to  go  to  said  prison  and  pre- 
sent him  with  the  oath  which  it  was  ordered  he  should  take  on  the 
occasion  of  discharge  as  a  condition  precedent  by  the  Assistant  Secre- 
tary aforesaid,  with  instructions  to  my  operative  to  release  said  Walker 
if  he  took  the  oath  but  if  he  refused  to  let  him  remain  in  custody  and 
report  the  case  to  me;  that  my  operative  went  to  the  prison  aforesaid 
and  read  the  oath  prescribed  to  said  Walker,  who  upon  hearing  the 
same  told  my  operative  that  he  would  not  take  the  oath,  objecting  par- 
ticularly to  that  part  of  it  which  allowed  no  mental  reservation. 

My  operative  ftirther  reports  that  said  Walker  offered  among  other 
reasons  why  he  would  not  subscribe  to  the  form  of  oath  prescribed 
that  he  had  relatives  or  friends  in  the  South  and  that  his  sympathies 
were  with  them ;  that  said  Walker  further  told  my  operative  that  he 
was  willing  to  give  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  leave  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, but  he  would  not  take  the  oath ;  that  the  form  of  oath  presented 
to  Mr.  Walker  by  my  operative  and  which  he  refused  to  subscribe  to 
was  as  follows,  to  wit.* 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  submit  that  the  occasion  requires  of  me  the 
reiteration  of  the  opinion  given  in  my  previous  report  upon  this  case 
of  William  J.  Walker  that  he  is  an  unsafe  man  to  be  at  large  at  such 
a  time  as  this,  when  if  ever  the  best  efforts  of  every  man  whether  in 
public  or  private  life  are  required  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Constitu- 
tion and  flag  of  the  United  States.  This  man  Walker  is  willing  to 
enter  upon  his  parole  of  honor  that  he  will  remain  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington during  this  rebellion  unless  permitted  to  depart  by  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Why  a  parole  of  honor  and  not  the  oath  ?  Because  one  binds 
him  without  mental  reservation  and  the  other  does  not.  I  further  sub- 
mit that  the  city  of  Washington  is  the  very  last  place  for  such  a  man 
with  such  antecedents  and  upon  his  parole  of  honor  to  be  allowed  at 
large  with  his  sympathies  leaning  South  and  his  mental  reservations 
unchecked,  when  upon  that  ground  alone  he  refuses  to  swear  like  an 
honest  man  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
best  Government  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 


'  Omitted  here.     See  oath  at  p.  571,  as  finally  subscribed  by  Walker. 
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Hdqes.  City  Guard,  Provost-Mabshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  4, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  of  November 
last  in  accordance  with  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State  addressed 
to  yourself,  and  as  I  reported  to  you  in  full  at  the  time,  I  tendered 
through  one  of  my  operatives  to  William  J.  Walker,  a  ])risouer  in  the 
Old  Capitol  Building,  the  usual  oath  of  allegiance  with  a  view  to  his 
taking  it  and  being  discharged  from  custody.  He  declined  to  take 
such  oath  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself  (which  I  reported  to  you 
in  full  at  the  time),  and  was  left  as  he  was  found  in  prison.  Subse- 
quently it  seems  said  Walker  signified  his  willingness  to  take  the  oath 
in  the  form  it  had  been  tendered  to  him,  and  in  accordance  with  your 
orders  on  the  26th  of  November  the  oath  was  again  tendered  to  him, 
when  he  took  it  and  was  thereupon  discharged  from  prison.  I  have 
the  honor  to  hand  you  the  oath  inclosed  herewith  duly  executed  to  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  accordance  with  orders  coming  from 
that  Department. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN. 

[Inclosare.] 

Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  November  36, 1861. 
I,  William  J.  Walker,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  do  solemnly  swear  upon 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God  without  any  mental  reservation 
that  I  will  at  any  and  all  times  hereafter  and  under  all  circumstances 
yield  a  hearty  and  willing  support  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  to  the  Government  thereof;  that  I  will  neither  take  up  arms 
nor  aid  those  in  arms  against  said  Government;  that  I  will  not  enter 
any  of  the  States  now  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  said 
Government  nor  will  I  leave  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  without 
permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State;  nor  will  I  hold  any  correspond- 
ence whatsoever  with  any  person  within  said  States  now  in  insurrec- 
tion during  the  rebellion  excepting  by  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
State;  also  that  1  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Union  of  the 
States,  nor  will  I  give  aid,  comfort  or  assistance  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  whether  foreign  or  domestic,  and  that  I  will  defend  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  and  the  armies  fighting  under  it  from  insult  and 
injury  if  it  be  in  my  power  so  to  do,  and  that  I  will  in  all  things  deport 
mvself  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

WM.  J.  WALKBE. 

Witness : 

W.  B.  HALL. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  November,  1861. 

THOMAS  C.  DONN, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Washington  County,  B.  C. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  12, 1861. 
General  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General  :  The  provost  marshal  will  inform  Mrs.  Greenhow  that  her 
cnrresnoTideiice  with  the  commanding  general  of  the  army  besieging 
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the  capital  renders  all  interference  in  her  behalf  with  the  regulations 
established  by  the  military  authorities  for  the  prisoner's  safety  improper. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  31, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter, 

Provost-Marshal,  Washington,  B.  G. 
General:  I  will  thank  you  to  examine  the  case  of  Aaron  Van 
Camp,  a  prisoner  in  your  custody,  and  report  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Hdqrs.  City  Guard,  Provost-Marshal's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  9, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Porter,  Provost- Marshal,  Washington  City. 

General:  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Hon.  W.  H. 
Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  directed  to  you  requesting  you  to  report 
on  the  case  of  Dr.  Aaron  Van  Camp,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
Van  Camp  was  arrested  and  conlined  in  the  Old  Capitol  under  the 
following  circumstances,  to  wit: 

On  the  arrest  of  Mrs.  Eose  O'Neal  Greenhow  August  26,  1861,  a 
letter  in  cipher  was  found  in  her  possession  addressed  to  Thomas  J. 
Eayford,*  another  noted  rebel  emissary  in  forwarding  and  carrying 
information  to  the  rebel  government,  from  which  letter  the  following 
is  extracted : 

Your  three  last  (Hspatches  I  never  got.  Those  by  Applegate  were  betrayed  by 
him  to  the  War  Department;  also  the  one  sent  by  our  other  channel  was  destroyed 
by  Van  Camp. 

Acting  on  information  thus  secured  I  instructed  my  operatives  to 
ascertain  further  particulars  regarding  the  person  named  Van  Camp 
and  watch  his  proceedings.  The  result  of  their  inquiries  left  no  doubt 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  person  thus  under  surveillance  with  the  Van 
Camp  mentioned  in  the  letter  above  quoted  from  Mrs.  Greenhow  to 
Thomas  J.  Eayford  or  as  to  his  intimacy  and  complicity  with  leading 
rebel  emissaries  in  this  city,  particularly  Michael  Thompson,  Mrs. 
Greenhow,  Mrs.  Phelps,  William  T.  Smithson,  alias  Charles  E.  Cables, 
G.  Donellan  and  others. 

On  November  26  two  of  my  operatives  left  this  city  by  stage  for 
Leonardtowu,  Md.  Near  T.  B.  a  person  hailed  the  stage  and  traveled 
with  tliem  to  the  end  of  their  journey.  Having  obtained  the  confi- 
dence of  the  stranger  they  ascertained  him  to  be  Dr.  J.  C.  Herndon, 
U.  S.  Army,  who  had  just  deserted  his  post  and  was  on  his  way  to  the 
rebels  in  Virginia  with  as  he  said  important  letters  sewed  up  in  his 
vest.  My  operatives  also  discovered  that  as  he  could  not  have  left  the 
city  in  a  public  conveyance  without  being  suspected  and  probably 
arrested  by  the  guards  at  tlie  Eastern  Branch  bridge  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  a  private  conveyance,  which  was  furnished  him 

*Rayford  was  in  fact  Col.  Thomaa  Jordan,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  General 
Beauregard,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  then  occupying  Oenterville.  See  Jordan  to 
Benjamin,  p.  564. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  573 

by  Van  Camp,  who  knew  his  object  in  requiring  it  to  be  to  desert  from 
the  TJ.  S,  Army  and  carry  dispatches  to  the  rebel  government  at 
Kichmoud. 

Having  obtained  from  various  independent  sources  reliable  informa- 
tion of  Van  Camp's  acting  as  a  spy  for  the  rebels,  forwarding  information 
procured  in  frequent  visits  to  our  camps  in  Virginia  and  actively  aiding 
all  in  his  power  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  I 
directed  his  arrest  to  be  effected,  which  was  accordingly  done.  The 
next  step  was  to  take  the  depositions  of  persons  who  were  acquainted 
with  him.  The  substance  of  the  concurrent  testimony  thus  obtained  is 
to  the  effect  that  his  sentiments  and  sympathies  are  entirely  with  the 
rebel  movement  and  opposed  to  this  Government.  In  addition,  how- 
ever, to  treasonable  expressions  of  a  general  character  there  are  partic- 
ular expressions  and  acts  requiring  a  special  notice.  George  Stabler, 
who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  Van  Camp,  testifies  that  the  latter 
expressed  satisfaction  at  his  son  joining  the  rebel  army  and  sanctioued 
his  going;  that  he  had  visited  Manassas  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Eun 
(in  which  his  son  was  wounded),  and  that  he  always  seemed  to  exult 
at  any  defeat  of  the  Federal  forces.  My  operative  remarks  in  reference 
to  the  testimony  of  the  above  witness  that  it  was  given  very  unwill- 
ingly, and  that  the  witness  knows  more  about  Van  Camp  than  he  is 
willing  to  tell.  The  cause  of  his  unwillingness  is  presumed  to  be  the 
intimacy  and  friendship  existing  between  Van  Camp  and  himself,  which 
gives  additional  weight  to  the  testimony  thus  elicited,  especially  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  allegations  are  amply  sustained  by  other 
testimony. 

According  to  the  deposition  of  Francis  Eeeside  Van  Camp  told  him 
that  on  his  visit  to  Manassas  he  had  obtained  for  his  wounded  son  a 
position  as  orderly  to  General  Beauregard.  On  Eeeside's  remarking 
that  he  was  trying  to  get  a  place  under  Government  Van  Camp  replied 
that  it  would  be  of  no  use  for  the  Southerners  would  take  this  town. 
Eeeside  understood  from  Van  Camp's  manner  that  he  had  communica- 
tions with  the  South.  Van  Camp  furthermore  stated  to  this  witness 
that  he  had  been  in  Missouri  and  they  were  fixing  a  plan  there  to  kill 
the  Dutch  (Federals)  and  that  in  a  month  they  would  be  all  cleared 
out.  Eeeside  heard  him  tell  a  man  named  Francis  that  he  would  be 
damned  if  he  would  fight  against  the  South,  and  abused  Francis  for 
enlisting  in  the  Federal  Army. 

Eev.  William  [D.]  Haley,  chaplain  to  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Eegiment,  states  that  he  has  heard  Van  Camp  say  that  he  was  ready 
and  willing  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  the  South  and  secession.  Mr. 
Haley  is  well  acquainted  with  Van  Camp  and  confirms  many  of  the 
preceding  statements. 

Allen  G.  Fowler  testifies  that  he  has  heard  Van  Camii  say  that  he 
would  rather  take  up  arms  on  the  Southern  side  than  the  Federal  and 
that  he  approved  of  his  son  entering  the  rebel  army. 

In  a  letter  written  by  Van  Camp  to  his  wife  and  which  was  found  in 
his  house  speaking  of  his  prospective  return  home  from  a  journey  to 

the  West  he  uses  the  following  expressions:  " says  I  shall  have 

to  take  the  oath;  if  it  was  not  for  our  claim  I  know  what  I  would  do." 
The  evidence  in  this  case  therefore  substantiates  the  following  facts,  to 
wit:  that  his  sympathies  and  sentiments  are  decidedly  with  the  rebels 
and  against  this  Government;  that  with  not  only  his  consent  but  his 
approbation  his  son  joined  the  rebel  army.  His  son  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Bull  Eun  and  has  been  since  appointed  an  orderly  on  the 
staff  of  General  Beauregard  by  the  influence  of  the  said  Aaron  Van 
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Camp.  That  a  close  intimacy  amounting  to  actual  co-operation  in  their 
treasonable  acts  and  designs  has  been  proved  to  exist  between  him  and 
a  clique  of  rebel  emissaries  resulting  in  one  case  in  his  destroying 
important  documentary  evidence  against  them;  that  in  violation  of 
the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  Van  Camp  did 
surreptitiously  and  in  a  clandestine  manner  cross  the  line  establislied  by 
the  Federal  Army;  visited  and  held  intercourse  with  the  leaders  of  the 
rebellion;  that  he  enjoyed  their  confidence  nnd  was  allowed  to  pass 
amongst  them  without  let  or  hindrance. 

I  would  also,  general,  especially  call  your  attention  to  that  portion 
of  this  report  wherein  it  is  shown  that  Van  Camp  assisted  and  abetted 
the  desertion  of  a  U.  S.  officer  with  the  view  of  enabling  him  to  join 
the  rebel  army;  that  he  did  assist  the  conveyance  by  the  same  of  val- 
uable information  and  dispatches  to  the  rebel  government,  and  I  would 
respectfiilly  suggest  that  in  this  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  serious  military 
offense  for  which  he  should  be  held  to  a  full  accountability  as  also  for 
his  treasonable  practices  and  connection  with  the  rebels. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  no  matter  what  engagements  he  may 
make  to  the  contrary  a  man  of  his  influence,  ability  aiid  connections 
should  not  be  allowed  to  go  at  large  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  assist 
in  rebellion  those  persons  whom  it  is  the  object  of  our  Army  to  over- 
come. I  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  as  a  military  necessity 
Aaron  Van  Camp  be  kept  in  close  confinement  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN, 


Washington,  January  17, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  We  the  undersigned,  friends  of  Dr.  A.  Van  Camp,  now 
confined  as  a  prisoner  at  the  Old  Capitol  under  charge  of  disloyalty, 
would  respectfully  suggest  on  his  behalf  and  by  his  consent  ask  the 
privilege  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  Dr. 
A.  Van  Camp  will  file  a  bond  to  keep  the  peace  toward  the  United 
States  and  all  laws  thereof,  and  will  so  soon  as  he  can  close  up  his 
business  if  required  by  your  honor  remove  to  the  North  or  Northwest. 
■Very  respectfully,  &c., 

P.  B.  FOUKE. 
GEO.  O.  BESTOR. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  Jamiary  17, 1862. 
Hon.  P.  B.  FouKE  and  G-borge  C.  Bestor,  Esq., 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington. 
Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  duly  received.    In 
reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  case  of  Doctor  Van  Camp  has  been 
referred  to  the  military  authorities  and  they  express  a  very  decided 
opinion  adverse  to  his  release  at  the  present  time. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  20, 1862. 
Brig.  Geu.  Andrew  Poeter, 

FrovostMarshal,  Washington,  B.  G. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  permit  Mrs.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  to  make  a 
single  visit  in  presence  of  a  proper  officer  to  Mrs.  Greeuhow,  a  prisoner 
coiltiued  at  the  Old  Capitol  Prison. 
I  am,  &c., 

F,  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Washing-ton,  March  7, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Honored  Sir:  After  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  see  you  in 
person  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  by  letter,  the  contents  of  which 
I  trust  will  elicit  your  most  favorable  consideration.  In  the  month  of 
August  last  I  was  placed  under  arrest  for  alleged  disloyalty  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  After  a  conliueraent  of  three  months 
I  was  released  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  upon  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  giving  my  parole  not  to  give  aid  nor  comfort  to 
the  enemy  nor  to  leave  the  city  unless  by  permission  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  Upon  making  application  to  the  Secretary  a  few  days  since 
with  a  view  to  be  relieved  from  that  portion  of  the  parole  which  pre- 
vents my  leaving  the  city  I  was  referred  to  you  as  being  the  proper 
person  to  make  application  to  inasmuch  as  you  now  have  control  of  all 
such  matters.  In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  I  most  respectfully 
beg  to  present  my  case  to  your  attention.  Under  your  recent  procla- 
mation I  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  come  within  its  true  scope  and 
meaning.  If  it  should  be  consistent  with  your  sense  of  duty  to  release 
me  from  that  portion  of  my  parole,  viz,  that  portion  which  prescribes 
me  to  the  city  limits  I  will  remain  under  perpetual  obligations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  J.  WALKEE. 


W^AR  Department,  Washington,  March  7, 1862. 
William  J.  Walker,  Esq.,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  and  to  say  in  reply  that  it  is 
deemed  inexpedient  at  the  present  time  to  modify  the  terms  of  your 
parole. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

jw         )  ^^^^  WEBSTEE. 


Old  Capitol  Prison,  [  Washington,]  March  15,  [1862]. 
[Mrs.  Moore,  San  Francisco,  Gal.] 

My  Darling  :  All  my  letters  must  reach  you  through  our  under- 
ground as  these  despicable  scoundrels,  the  detectives,  now  examine  all 
letters  and  exercise  their  discretion  about  sending  them.  My  last  let- 
ters were  returned  to  me;  also  a  note  to  Adie  J)ouglas  telling  her  your 
order  of  Stanton's.  My  God !  you  cannot  conceive  the  outrageous  prac- 
tices here.  These  Black  Eepublican  dogs  have  made  a  howl  in  Congress 
about  the  negroes  that  were  confined  in  the  jail,  and  they  confined  me 
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aud  other  ladies  in  a  filthy  room  the  walls  of  which  these  few  warm 
days  are  covered  with  vermiu  and  have  lodged  negroes  in  the  same 
quarters  above,  below  and  around.  In  fact  we  are  confined  in  a  negro 
quarter  of  the  building.  We  cannot  open  our  windows  without  the 
stench  from  over  100  negroes,  and  if  you  have  ever  been  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  negro  meeting-house  in  summer  you  can  fancy  what  odors 
reach  us  when  our  door  opens.  I  will  have  my  revenge  and  bear  these 
outrages  better  on  that  account.  I  have  no  feeling  but  hate  toward 
this  detested,  demoralized  nation  and  I  thank  God  that  it  is  in  its  last 
throes. 

McClellan  has  got  his  congi,  having  served  the  purpose  of  killing  off" 
Scott.  Stanton  has  been  brought  forward  to  get  rid  of  McClellan  and 
he  will  be  put  aside  in  his  turn.  These  men  let  their  vanity  blind  them 
as  to  their  real  position  and  content  themselves  with  the  applause 
manufactured  in  advance  to  suit  the  role  they  are  intended  to  play  and 
lose  sight  of  what  a  light  observation  should  point  out  to  them — the 
necessity  of  making  a  party  for  themselves. 

Stanton  is  now  fooled  to  the  top  of  his  bent.  He  writes  magnificent 
orders  for  Lincoln  and  lords  it  in  the  most  approved  fashion.  He  does 
not  see  what  others  see — that  his  own  fall  is  not  distant.  The  abolition 
policy  is  now  fully  avowed.  Fremont  has  been  again  galvanized  into 
prominence.  If  he  was  a  man  of  talent  and  nerve  he  would  be  the  first 
American  dictator.  As  it  is  he  will  be  the  cat'spaw  to  draw  the  chest- 
nuts out  of  the  fire  for  somebody  else  to  eat.  I  am  pressed  for  time, 
darling. 

The  naval  engagement  has  been  a  glorious  victory  to  the  Confederates, 
unprecedented  in  daring  in  any  age.  The  retreat  from  Manassas  is 
also  a  most  masterly  success  and  I  don't  wonder  at  the  howl  of  indig- 
nation of  the  whole  North  at  being  so  outwitted.  I  shall  try  to  give 
you  a  full  account  of  things  here.  1  do  not  care  to  speak  of  Mrs.  Cutts. 
I  shall  publish  an  account  of  my  experiences.  When  I  tell  you  this  I 
am  now  seven  months  a  prisoner  but  in  that  time  she  and  Adie  have 
been  three  times  to  see  me;  that  only  once  during  that  whole  period 
have  they  ever  sent  me  the  smallest  thing  and  this  was  on  Christmas 
as  an  ostentatious  display.  But  I  am  content.  I  shall  send  you  some 
colored  clothing  for  yourself  and  Leila.  As  for  myself  I  shall  never 
lay  aside  my  mourning,  God  bless  you,  darling.  My  love  to  dear  Leila 
and  Minnie. 

Your  devoted  mother, 

E.  [O'N.]  GEEENHOW. 

Office  of  the  Commission 
elslating  to  state  prisoners, 

Washington,  March  31, 1862. 
John  W.  Forney,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Sir:  From  a  note  of  yours  which  is  on  file  among  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Mrs.  E.  O'N,  Greenhow  it  appears  that  you  have  some  of 
the  papers  taken  from  her  house  at  the  time  she  was  arrested.  If  so 
you  will  please  transmit  them  to  this  Commission  who  are  now  con- 
sidering her  case. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWAEDS  PIEEEEPONT, 

Commissioners. 
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Office  of  the  Commission 

Relating  to  State  Pkisonees, 

Washington,  April  1, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  &c.,  Washington. 

General  :  If  tliey  consent*  you  will  please  convey  Mrs.  Eose  O'N. 
Greenhow,  *  *  *  prisoners  at  present  held  in  the  Old  Capitol  Mili- 
tary Prison  in  this  city,  beyond  the  lines  of  the  TJ.  S.  forces  into  tlie 
State  of  Virginia  and  release  them  upon  their  giving  their  written 
parole  of  honor  that  they  will  not  return  north  of  the  Potomac  River 
during  the  present  hostilities  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 

Commissioners. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  2, 1802. 
We  the  undersigned,  late  prisoners  in  the  Old  Capitol  at  Washington, 
do  pledge  our  word  of  honor  that  in  consideration  of  our  being  set  at 
liberty  beyond  the  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army  we  will  not  return  north  of 
the  Potomac  River  during  the  present  hostilities  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United  States. 

ROSE  O'lf.  GREENHOW. 

Note. — ^Mrs.  C.  V.  Baxley  and  Mrs.  Augusta  Moriis  also  signed  this 
parol-e  and  were  sent  South  with  Mrs.  Greenbow. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  June  3,  1862. 
Mr.  Fulton,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  General  Dix  to  say  to  you  that  he  has  seen 
in  the  New  York  Times  and  Herald  a  notice  of  his  departure  from 
Baltimore,  which  he  supposes  was  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Press,  in  the  latter  part  of  which  a  gross  misstatement  is  made. 
The  portion  alluded  to  is  in  relation  to  the  female  prisoners,  Mrs.  Green- 
how,  Mrs.  Morris  and  Mrs.  Baxley.  The  women  were  in  charge  of  an 
officer  of  the  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of 
six  men.  The  general  gave  him  orders  to  keep  them  in  close  confine- 
ment with  a  guard  over  them  with  instructions  to  allow  no  communica- 
tion with  any  one  whatever,  which  order  he  has  every  reason  to  believe 
was  strictly  carried  out.  Besides  the  guard  they  were  accompanied  by 
the  warden  of  the  Old  Capitol  Prison.  The  statement  that  they  were 
))ermitted  to  hold  a  regular  "levee"  must  therefore  seem  to  be  a  pure 
misapprehension. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILSON  BARSTOW, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


•Mrs.  C.  V.  Baxley  and  Mrs.  Augusta  Heath  Morris  were  the  other  parties  included 
in  this  order.     For  their  cases  see  post. 
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Case  of  Daniel  C.  Lowber. 

Daniel  C.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  was  arrested  at  Crestline,  Ohio, 
on  tbe  23d  of  August,  1861,  by  an  officer  of  the  New  York  police, 
charged  with  beiug  a  bearer  of  dispatches  between  the  rebel  govern- 
ment and  Europe.  He  had  sailed  from  New  York  for  Europe  early  in 
July  and  various  charges  were  made  to  the  State  Department  and  to  the 
police  of  New  York  that  he  took  out  dispatches  from  the  rebel  govern- 
ment and  would  bring  back  answers  or  other  dispatches  on  the  steamer 
Edinburgh  near  the  middle  of  August.  On  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  it 
was  learned  that  he  had  disembarked  at  Halifax  and  was  making  his 
way  through  Canada.  Hence  liis  pursuit  and  capture  at  Crestline  as 
aforesaid.  During  his  absence  he  wrote:  "I  have  succeeded  in  getting 
a  big  thing  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America  from  some  moneyed 
men  in  p]ngland."  He  ari'ived  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  at  a  house  of  a  relative 
on  or  about  20th  of  August,  1861,  and  on  the  21st  went  to  New  York,  as 
he  said,  "to  dispose  of  his  papers,  sending  them  Soutli  if  possible  through 
Adams  Exi)ress,  if  not  by  private  messenger,  John  Jackson."  Of  all 
these  proceedings  the  New  York  police  had  notice  and  their  vigilance 
prevented  the  transmission  of  papers  by  either  means  of  conveyance 
contemplated.  Returning  to  the  house  of  his  relative  he  asked  for  some 
letters  which  he  had  left  lying  carelessly  about  on  the  library  table. 
One  was  mislaid  and  in  the  fright  which  seized  him  he  said  it  was  the 
dispatch  brought  from  England  for  Davis.  He  had  been  unsuccessful 
in  France.  He  afterward  became  alarmed  and  left  Fishkill  under  cover 
of  darkness  to  take  the  Harlem  Railroad  at  Dover  Plains  for  New 
York;  but  returning  under  some  pretext,  before  we  knew  what  he  was 
about  he  had  burned  the  dispatch,  trusting  to  his  memory  to  convey 
the  contents  safely  to  Richmond.  He  had  made  proposals  to  Prance 
and  England.  The  commissioners  in  England  had  assured  him  that 
before  Christmas  the  blockade  would  be  run.  With  this  assurance  he 
went  to  several  large  houses  in  England  and  made  proposals  for  a  loan 
on  sugar  and  cotton,  chieiiy  upon  cotton,  and  received  from  some  of 
them  proposals  in  return.  Others  were  to  follow  him  by  mail.  He 
made  his  way  by  the  Harlem  Railroad  to  New  York  and  thence  by  way 
of  Philadelphia  westward  till  he  was  arrested  at  Crestline  as  before 
stated.  The  occurrences  at  Fishkill  and  the  burning  of  the  dispatch 
or  package  explain  why  no  such  documents  were  found  in  his  posses- 
sion as  it  was  alleged  he  bore.  Among  the  pax)ers  found  in  Lowber's 
possession  was  a  letter  froui  the  rebel  commissioner  P.  A.  Rost,  dated 
Paris,  August  4, 1861,  addressed  to  Hon.  Pierre  SouM,  New  Orleans, 
on  i)rivate  business  but  containing  the  following  Avords  which  may 
imply  that  Lowber  took  dispatches  relating  to  Rost's  public  mission : 
"  I  have  no  important  news  to  give  you  but  to  report  progress."  There 
was  also  a  letter  signed  W.  W.  Mertens,  dated  Liverpool,  August  6, 
18G1,  addressed  to  the  mother  of  the  writer  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  saying: 

I  send  this  liy  Mr.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  who  tells  me  he  intended  going  to 
Richmond  to  see  President  Davis.  »  •  »  i  have  wanted  to  send  you  some  money 
Ijiit  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  do  so  safely.  I  would  send  it  in  this  letter  if  I  were 
certain  that  Mr.  Lowber  would  go  to  Virgiuia,  but  his  route  may  be  altered  if 
President  Davis  should  not  be  in  Richmond. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  the  superintendent  of  police  in  New  York,  in  writing 
the  result  of  the  pursuit  of  Lowber  and  of  the  examination  of  his  papers, 
August  26, 1861,  says : 

The  great  pains  he  took  to  avoid  arrest  is  tbe  strongest  feature  against  him  as  it 
stands,  nnless  some  of  the  letters  wb  icli  I  this  day  forward  to  you  by  Adams  Express 
may  contain  matter  of  treasonable  character. 
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But  the  superintendent  of  police  did  not  tlien  know  of  the  disclo- 
sures made  by  Lowber  at  Fishkill  and  of  the  burning  of  the  package 
there,  which  had  been  commuiiicated  directly  to  the  Department  of 
State.  Lowber  on  being  brought  to  New  York  was  coiitined  in  Fort 
Lafayette  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  was  afterward 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren  where  he  was  detained  till  January  10, 
1862,  when  he  was  released  on  his  parole  to  leave  the  United  States 
within  fifteen  days  and  go  directly  to  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  remain  in  that  Kingdom  until  the  cessation  of  the  present  hostih- 
ties  and  not  to  hold  or  be  engaged  in  any  correspondence  nor  do  any 
act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government. — From  Record  Book,  State 
Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^' 


IGO  Pbakl  Street,  New  York,  August  20, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  From  sources  entitled  to  the  utmost  confidence  I  learn  there  is 
now  on  the  way  from  Europe  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to  the  Confederate 
States  of  America.  His  real  name  is  D.  C.  Lowber  and  is  a  brother  of 
Captain  Lowb^,  of  the  U.  S.  revenue  service.  He  left  this  country 
under  an  assumed  name  and  may  possibly  return  under  the  same  appella- 
tion. I  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  it  is  and  communicate  it  to  the 
U.  S.  marshal  of  this  district.  I  understand  his  arrival  is  expected  every 
moment  and  would  be  happy  if  the  Government  could  get  possession 
of  his  dispatches,  and  have  in  writing  this  morning  communicated  the 
affair  to  the  U.  S.  marshal. 

It  may  appear  impertinent  for  me  to  offer  a  suggestion,  but  I  avail 
myself  of  this  occasion  to  recommend  putting  martial  law  in  force  in 
New  York,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  as  the  only  means  of  suppress- 
ing the  treasonable  papers,  spies,  &c.,  which  are  actively  at  work.  It 
is  well  known  here  that  Adams  Express  daily  conveys  information  in 
every  shape  to  all  quarters  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  we  appre- 
hend the  Government  is  yet  hardly  aware  of  the  necessity  of  the  most 
energetic  measures  against  an  enemy  that  stops  at  nothing  and  would 
glory  in  the  destruction  of  the  North. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  H.  BALL. 


New  York,  August  21,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  most  positive  assurances  that  a  rebel  ambassador, 
a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Jeff.  Davis'  Government  to  Europe,  is  now 
on  his  return  home.  His  real  name  is  D.  C.  Lowber  but  he  did  not  sail 
under  that  name  when  he  went  out  and  probably  has  some  other  name 
on  his  return  voyage.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  he  is  now  on 
his  way  home  for  I  have  the  intelligence  through  some  of  his  most 
intimate  friends  who  condemn  his  course  but  will  not  name  it  to  the 
Government.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  instruct  Marshal  Murray  about 
this?  Permit  me  also  to  say  that  Adams  Express  is  yet  daily  carrying 
South  from  Northern  traitors  letters  containing  revelations  of  all  that 
is  doing  here,  and  on  application  only  a  day  or  two  since  at  their  ofBce 
they  replied  they  would  take  whatever  of  documents  might  be  desired, 
not  claiming  of  course  to  know  contents.     In  this  way  it  is  not  difiicult 
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to  post  Jeff.  Davis  and  his  rebels  with  any  news  of  matters  occurring 
here.  The  carrying  of  mails  and  papers  by  this  express  surely  can  do 
no  good,  but  I  only  name  the  circumstances  existing  for  your  consider- 
ation. 

Itespectfully, 

N.  A.  ADAMS. 


New  York,  August  22,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed  : 

Daniel  C.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  went  to  Europe  six  weeks  ago 
under  suspicious  circumstances.  In  returning  instead  of  coming  on 
the  steamer  he  landed  at  Halifax  and  came  across  country  to  Newburg. 
Last  night  he  took  the  5  o'clock  train  at  Poughkeepsie  for  the  West. 
He  is  undoubtedly  bearer  of  important  papers  Irom  the  Confederates 
and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  his  arrest.  We  have  one  of 
his  trunks  addressed  to  him  at  Indianapolis.  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
put  the  officers  of  all  sorts  on  the  border  on  their  guard?  He  wears 
false  teeth.  His  whiskers  are  grayish  and  he  lisps  in  his  speech.  I 
have  sent  a  man  in  pursuit  but  he  may  be  too  late. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY. 


Peekskill,  August  2d,  1861. 
W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  My  uncle,  D.  0.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  passed  through 
New  York  en  route  for  Liverpool  about  the  1st  of  August  as  bearer  of 
dispatches  from  the  Confederate  States  to  France  and  England.  A  day 
or  two  before  my  father  left  for  Liverpool  I  was  shown  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lowber  in  which  he  said,  "I  have  succeeded  in  getting  a  big  thing  for 
the  Confederate  States  of  America  from  some  moneyed  men  in  England." 
As  my  father  had  only  a  few  hours  at  home  I  did  not  trouble  him  about 
it,  but  arranged  that  he  (uncle)  should  be  searched  immediately  on  his 
arrival  by  steamer  Edinburgh.  This  was  checked  by  his  coming  through 
by  way  of  Quebec  and  reaching  our  house  Tuesday  evening.  Wednes- 
day he  went  to  New  York.  He  told  us  to  dispose  of  his  papers,  sending 
them  South  if  possible  through  Adams  Express,  if  not  by  private 
messenger,  John  Jackson.  I  sent  messenger  through  Mr.  Monell  to 
have  Jackson  watched  and  Adams  Express  searched  for  several  days. 
Eeturning  at  3  o'clock,  he  asked  for  some  letters  which  he  had  left 
lying  carelessly  about  on  the  library  table.  One  was  mislaid  and  in 
the  fright  which  seized  him  he  told  me  it  was  the  dispatch  brought 
from  England  for  Davis.  He  had  been  unsuccessful  in  France.  He 
was  to  leave  at  6  o'clock  for  Eichmond,  via  Indianapolis  and  Louis- 
ville. The  family  were  too  strongly  anxious  for  his  safety  to  permit  any 
information  to  be  given  endangering  one  who  through  thirty  years  of 
political  antagonism  had  continued  my  father's  closest  friend  and  our 
dearest  relative. 

The  only  means  I  could  contrive  to  get  the  papers  was  to  create  a 
panic.  I  drove  to  the  station  in  advance  with  his  trunk  and  returned 
with  news  that  the  station  agent  had  refused  to  check  the  trunk;  that 
the  detectives  were  doubtless  on  his  track  and  gave  him  a  telegram 
received  from  John  Jackson  in  confirmation.  He  handed  me  the  dis- 
patches to  conceal,  jumped  into  the  carriage  which  was  waiting  and 
we  started  for  Dover  Plains  where  he  could  take  the  Harlem  train  to 
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New  York.  But  a  second  thought  for  the  safety  of  our  family  urged 
him  to  return  and  before  we  knew  what  he  was  about  he  had  burned 
the  dispatch,  trusting  to  his  memory  to  carry  the  contents  safely  to 
Kichmond,  so  I  was  again  checked. 

In  our  long  night  drive,  however,  his  gratitude  for  my  assisting  him 
in  his  flight,  his  release  from  the  sudden  fear  and  his  old  love  and  con- 
fidence in  us  led  him  to  talk  ireely.  He  had  made  proposals  to  France 
and  England.  The  commissioners  in  England  had  assured  him  that 
before  Christmas  the  blockade  would  be  [broken].  With  this  assurance 
he  went  to  several  large  houses  in  England  and  made  proposals  for  a 
loan  upon  sugar  and  cotton,  chiefly  upon  cotton,  and  received  from 
some  of  them  proposals  in  return.  Others  were  to  follow  him  by  mail. 
His  English  letters  would  be  addressed  care  of  A.  H.  Schultz,  or  to 
D.  Matthews,  87  (or  78, 1  forget  which)  Nassau  street,  or  to  John  Jack- 
son, 17  Broadway,  or  box.  Wherever  they  came  they  were  to  be  taken 
up  by  Jackson,  opened,  memoranda  taken  of  them  and  copies  made  and 
sent  to  Henry  Neill,  Gait  House,  Louisville,  or  inclosed  to  editor  of  Louis- 
ville Courier,  to  be  kept  until  called  for  by  Henry  Neill  under  which 
name  my  uncle  will  travel.  If  the  proposals  were  accepted  Jackson 
was  to  telegraph  him  to  the  same  address  "All  favorable."  The  origi- 
nals will  be  sent  to  me  to  mail  to  the  same  address  from  Fislikill.  His 
trunk  I  am  to  open  and  make  copies  of  any  letters  in  it  which  might  be 
detained  were  it  opened  and  forward  to  him  there  or  to  New  Orleans, 
keeping  the  originals.  There  was  a  new  cipher  contrived  and  agreed 
upon  between  him  and  Jackson  by  which  he  could  send  any  information 
which  might  transpire.  This  I  have  not  yet  got  but  hope  to.  He  antic- 
ijiated  an  attack  upon  our  troops  before  Sunday,  30th  of  August.  If 
repulsed  or  if  uncertain  of  success  they  would  as  before  feign  a  retreat 
to  draw  our  soldiers  upon  the  batteries  they  have  been  busied  in  build- 
ing since  the  Manassas  affair.  These  will  be  completed  in  eight  or  ten 
days  and  they  are  in  haste  to  use  them  before  our  gun-boats  are  com- 
pleted. In  order  to  cover  uncle's  flight  I  urged  Mr.  Jackson  to  follow 
him  with  me  to  the  Newark  station  where  he  might  wait  for  money. 
Owing  to  the  information  given  we  were  all  day  under  police  surveil- 
lance but  at  last  we  eluded  them  and  returned  to  Stateu  Island  with- 
out having  seen  him,  where  I  was  forced  from  exhaustion  to  remain. 

Uncle  will  return  to  England  should  all  be  favorable  by  way  of 
Detroit  and  Chicago  to  Quebec.  He  says  the  police  and  marshals  in 
either  or  any  of  the  Western  towns  are  more  careless  and  indifferent 
and  slow  than  those  of  New  York  and  anticipated  no  detention  there. 
The  correspondence  I  hope  can  be  seized  at  the  post-office  or  Adams 
Express.  And  why  can't  this  be  stopped  entirely?  If  not  I  would  go 
to  New  York  to  mail  the  letters  and  they  could  be  taken  upon  me  by 
notice  given  to  the  police.  In  this  case  I  would  rather  suffer  anything 
for  treason  than  have  my  family  know  that  I  was  acting  as  spy. 
Should  any  name  have  to  be  used  in  the  former  case  Mr.  J.  J.  Monell, 
of  Newburg,  has  given  me  leave  to  substitute  his  for  mine. 

With  warm  thanks  for  your  late  kindness  to  my  father  and  kind 
remembrance  and  wishes  for  myself,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

MARY  LOWBER  SCHULTZ. 

For  the  purpose  of  keeping  this  secret  from  my  family  I  have  written 
from  Mrs.  Beecher's  at  Peekskill.  Should  there  be  any  reply  or  ques- 
tions to  be  asked  if  you  address  to  Peekskill  in  cover  to  H.  W. 
Beecher  they  will  at  once  forward  it  to  me. 
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New  York,  August  25, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward: 

Officer  King  has  just  arrived  with  Daniel  0.  Lowber  in  custody,  whom 
he  arrested  in  Ohio.  I  have  examined  his  baggage  carefully.  Find  noth- 
ing in  shape  of  dispatches.  If  he  had  any  he  parted  with  them.  What 
shall  I  do  with  himi 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Office  op  Superintendent  of  Police, 

Neic  Yorlc,  August  20, 1861. 

Hon.  William  IT.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Lowber  from  Europe 
I  was  called  upon  by  a  person  related  to  him  by  family  ties  and  who 
necessarily  desires  to  be  kept  from  exposure  and  informed  that  Lowber 
was  expected  to  return  on  the  steamer  Edinburgh,  then  expected  to 
arrive  on  Tuesday  last,  20th  instant;  that  when  he  went  out  he  carried 
dispatches  and  that  doubtless  he  would  have  others  on  his  return.  On 
this  information  I  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  marshal  and  arranged 
for  a  joint  action  to  secure  him  and  his  papers  on  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer. 

The  Edinburgh  did  not  arrive  until  the  21st,  and  on  the  search  it  was 
ascertained  he  had  not  come  on  that  vessel.  While  our  officers  were 
engaged  on  the  steamer  making  the  search  I  received  the  telegraphic 
dispatch  from  Newburg,  a  copy  of  which  I  herewith  inclose  except  the 
names  of  the  parties,  who  desire  not  to  be  made  known,  but  they  are 
respectable  persons.  I  at  once  placed  detectives  at  the  office  of  Rich- 
ards &  Co.,  15  Broadway,  where  he  had  a  business  connection;  at 
Adams  Express,  where  every  package  during  the  day  received  with  a 
New  Orleans  address  was  carefully  examined  and  nothing  found  of  the 
form  or  character  of  dispatches  to  the  Confederates.  I  also  put  a 
watch  on  the  house  of  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Evans,  in  West  Twenty- 
fifth  street.  At  9.45  in  the  evening  I  sent  three  men  to  Fishkill  Land- 
ing to  look  for  him  there,  he  having  a  sister-in-law  living  at  Matteawan. 
On  arriving  there  they  found  his  trunk  marked  "NeiU,"  the  name  of 
his  son-in-law,  which  had  been  brought  to  the  depot  by  his  niece  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  to  be  checked  for  Indianapolis,  which  was  sent  to  me. 
And  they  also  ascertained  that  some  intimation  was  giveu  to  the  lady 
at  the  depot  by  which  she  was  enabled  to  infer  that  officers  were  in 
l)ur8uit.  She  immediately  returned  home  and  accompanied  him  in  a 
carriage  in  the  direction  of  Fishkill  village,  giving  out  that  they  were 
going  to  Poughkeepsie  to  take  the  Hudson  Eiver  train  up,  but  in 
reality  went  to  a  station  on  the  Harlem  road  and  took  a  train  down  to 
the  city,  passed  over  to  Jersey  City  and  so  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
and  then  took  the  next  train  west  via  Pittsburg,  &c. 

On  receipt  of  this  telegram  from  Fishkill  announcing  his  departure  I 
sent  a  man  by  the  New  Jersey  Central,  being  the  first  train  west,  to 
head  him  off  if  possible,  supposing  he  had  gone  by  way  of  Buffalo;  but 
it  so  happened  that  by  the  time  they  reached  Pittsburg  both  Officer 
King  and  the  fugitive  were  on  the  same  train,  and  the  sagacity  of  the 
officer  led  to  his  detection  and  identification  at  a  station  on  the  Fort 
Wayne  railroad  (Alliance),  where  the  train  stopped  to  dine,  but  he 
prudently  telegraphed  for  helij  to  meet  liim  at  the  depot  at  Crestline, 
where  the  arrest  was  made,  but  nothing  found  on  him  to  implicate  him. 
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The  great  pains  he  took  to  avoid  arrest  is  the  strongest  feature 
against  him  as  it  stands  unless  some  of  the  letters  which  I  this  day  for- 
ward to  you  by  Adams  Express  may  contain  matter  of  treasonable 
character.  He  denies  having  had  anything  of  the  kind  intrusted  to 
him,  either  in  going  out  or  returning;  that  his  visit  was  on  business 
and  in  pursuit  of  health  solely.  He  is  a  New  Yorker  by  birth, 
thoroughly  southernized  by  more  than  twenty  years'  residence  at  the 
South.  I  am  thus  ]>articular  that  you  may  see  the  whole  case 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

iSujjerintendent. 

[Inclosurc] 

NEWBTTita,  August  SI,  1861. 
[John  A.  Kennedy:] 

D.  C.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  at  15  Broadway,  New  York,  house  of 
Eicharils  &  Co.,  came  out  in  the  last  steamer  as  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  England  and  France  in  relation  to  a  loan  for  the  Confederates, 
He  came  over  the  country  this  morning  from  Halifax.  He  intends  to 
send  his  dispatches  by  Adams  &  Co.'s  Express  if  he  can  safely  to-day. 
If  not  he  may  send  them  by  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  John  Jack- 
son, a  Southerner,  at  the  above-mentioned  house,  15  Broadway.  Inform 
the  chief  of  police  or  the  U.  S.  marshal  at  once.  Keep  the  source  of 
this  dispatch  to  yourself. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  20, 1861. 
J.  A.  Kennedy, 

Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police,  New  YorTc  : 
Deliver  D.  C.  Lowber  into  custody  of  Col.  Martin  Burke  at  Fort 
Lafayette. 

W.  H.  SEWAED, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Office  of  Sttperintendent  of  Police, 

Neio  York,  August  26,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Bueke,  Commanding  at  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  By  dire(;tion  of  the  Secretary  of  State  I  am  prepared  to  deliver 
into  your  custody  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Lowber,  of  New  Orleans,  who  accom- 
panies me. 

Yery  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy',  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  I'orh. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  26th  instant  relative  to  the  arrest  of  D.  C.  Lowber,  and  to  state  in 
reply  that  the  energy  and  skill  evinced  by  you  and  your  ofiflcers  on  that 
occasion  are  highly  satisfactory. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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Philadelphia,  August  38, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  My  anxiety  and  the  occasion  of  my  writing  to  you  yesterday*  was, 
I  find  in  an  interview  with  Mary,  not  well  founded.  I  feared  that  Mary 
felt  herself  to  be  the  cause  of  her  uncle's  arrest  and  that  it  had  so 
influenced  her  feelings  as  to  prompt  an  impulsive  visit  to  Washington 
in  the  hope  of  interesting  you  in  a  merciful  consideration  of  her  uncle's 
case.  As  you  know  now  from  Mary's  own  statement  to  you  she  wrote 
me  under  the  influence  of  a  high  sense  of  duty  that  she  feared  her 
uncle  was  possessed  of  both  means  and  papers  to  be  used  against  the 
Goveruujent.  Believing  Mr,  Lowber  would  be  in  the  Edinburgh  I 
sent  my  brother  to  Mr.  Kennedy  to  impart  my  belief  and  conviction 
that  Mr.  Lowber  was  in  a  hostile  attitude  to  tlie  Government  with  both 
means  and  papers  in  possession  that  would  prove  his  guilt.  I  desired 
my  brother  to  say  to  Mr.  Kennedy  that  I  was  prepared  to  make  oath  as 
to  my  belief  if  such  would  be  required  to  warrant  the  arrest.  Mr. 
Kennedy  promised  prompt  action  and  that  Mr.  Lowber  should  be 
arrested.  He  did  not  make  sufficiently  intelligent  arrangements  and 
unnecessary  notoriety  has  been  given  to  a  very  simple  affair. 

Mr.  Lowber's  visit  to  tlie  home  of  my  uncle  was  a  gross  insult  and 
any  man  of  ordinary  sense  might  have  easily  so  recognized.  It  may 
be  that  it  was  designed  to  disarm  suspicion.  If  so  the  outrage  was 
the  greater.  That  feeling  should  have  acted  with  some  members  of  the 
family  I  can  well  comprehend,  as  it  too  often  influences  for  the  time  the 
higher  attribute  of  duty.  But  as  to  the  loyalty  of  our  family  being 
above  all  suspicion  let,  with  the  simple  exception  of  Mr.  Lowber,  their 
record  since  the  first  glimpse  of  treason  was  manifest  attest.  But  I 
feel  more  annoyance  as  to  my  uncle,  Alex.  H.  Schultz.  I  can  simply 
write  that  I  know  it  to  be  impossible  for  him  to  entertain  a  thought  or 
feeling  not  in  hearty  unison  with  the  Government  whose  honored  serv- 
ant he  at  present  is  and  I  can  forgive  everything  to  Mr.  Lowber  better 
than  his  reckless  visit  to  Fishkill.  I  would  underwrite  Captain  Schultz 
with  my  life  and  I  will  hope  a  suspicion  of  his  integrity  has  never 
crossed  your  mind.  I  have  rapidly  and  interruptedly  written  but  I 
trust  not  impertinently,  and  will  ask  you  to  regard  the  feeling  that  has 
prompted  it  and  kindly  overlook  any  lack  of  etiquette. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  S.  JAMES. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  30, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  D.  C.  Lowber,  a  prisoner  con- 
fined at  Fort  Lafayette,  asking  permission  for  his  niece,  Miss  Mary  L. 
Schultz,  to  visit  him  which  under  existing  circumstances  I  cannot  with 
propriety  grant.  You  will  please  communicate  to  Mr.  Lowber  the 
decision  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


FoET  Lafayette,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  Thuklow  Weed. 

Dear  Sir:  Personally  we  are  strangers  but  I  have  known  you  by 
reputation  since  my  boyhood  and  you  may  have  heard  my  name  men- 
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tioned  by  my  brother-in-law,  Capt.  A.  H.  Schultz.  I  am  sadly  in  ne*"! 
of  a  friend  in  my  extremity,  and  stranger  as  I  am  to  you  I  thus  boldly 
force  myself  on  your  notice  and  ask  your  assistance. 

Over  nine  weeks  ago  1  was  arrested  under  very  suspicious  circum- 
stances at  Crestline.  I  was  supposed  to  be  a  bearer  of  dispatches  to 
the  Confederate  Government.  My  baggage  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  superintendent  of  police  in  New  York  and  after  a  thorough  over- 
hauling nothing  was  found  to  criminate  me,  but  it  was  said  that  I  had 
ample  time  to  dispose  of  my  dispatches  before  my  arrest. 

Permit  me  to  state  to  you  "  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing 
but  the  truth."  On  the  6th  of  July  I.  left  my  home  in  New  Orleans  to 
make  a  flying  trip  to  Europe  partly  for  the  benefit  of  my  health  and 
partly  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  my  business  correspondents 
in  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  My  whole  stay  in  England  and  France  was 
but  eight  days,  and  here  let  me  assert  that  I  neither  carried  over  nor 
brought  back  any  writing  or  any  verbal  message  to  or  from  any  person 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  Confederate  Government  except 
a  private  letter  from  the  Hon.  P.  A.  Eost  to  Pierre  Soul6  which  Judge 
Kost,  who  is  an  old  friend  of  mine,  told  me  contained  some  instructions 
in  relation  to  a  legal  suit  Mr.  Soul6  had  in  charge  for  him.  Further 
than  this  I  never  belonged  to  a  military  company,  I  never  held  a  pub- 
lic oflBce  and  I  cannot  recollect  that  I  have  attended  a  political  meet- 
ing in  twenty-five  years.  Still  I  would  not  convey  to  you  the  idea  that 
I  am  not  decided  in  my  political  opinions.  If  that  is  a  crime  worthy  of 
punishment  by  imprisonment  there  is  not  suflScient  prison  room  in  the 
States  to  hold  those  equally  culpable  as  myself. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  when  I  came  North  there  was  no  restriction 
on  Southern  travelers  but  it  was  held  out  that  quiet  persons  not  inter- 
fering with  public  matters  could  go  and  come  at  their  leisure.  And 
even  when  the  passport  system  was  adopted  it  was  not  to  be  operative 
on  citizens  (private  citizens)  of  seceded  States  returning  from  Europe 
until  they  had  time  to  hear  of  the  new  regulation.  Had  I  been  conscious 
of  being  in  the  act  of  committing  any  offense  against  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment I  would  not  have  unhesitatingly  paid  the  friendly  visit  I  did 
to  my  relatives  at  Fishkill  Landing  knowing  how  widely  we  differed  in 
our  political  views.  Had  that  visit  not  have  been  made  I  would  not 
probably  have  been  arrested. 

As  I  said  before  it  is  now  over  nine  weeks  that  I  have  been  incarcer- 
ated here,  shut  out  from  intercourse  with  all  those  who  make  life  dear 
to  me.  Driven  to  desperation  by  the  seeming  neglect  of  those  who  1 
thought  would  unasked  by  me  endeavor  to  effect  my  release  I  recently 
attempted  to  escape  and  was  caught  in  the  act.  The  penalty — double 
irons  and  a  four  by  six  foot  cell  in  the  guard  house  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  commandant  of  the  fort — I  was  perfectly  aware  of  before  making 
the  attempt.  It  was  faithfully  but  not  harshly  imposed  and  of  that  I 
have  not  one  word  of  complaint  to  make.  But  I  conceive  there  was 
nothing  particularly  atrocious  in  my  endeavor  to  free  myself  surrep- 
titiously. At  least  twenty  ofl&cers  and  men  confined  as  prisoners  of 
war  at  Bichmond  have  evaded  the  vigilance  of  their  keepers  and  on 
their  arrival  at  Washington  have  been  patted  on  the  back  as  good  and 
enterprising  feUows.  It  may  be  said  that  1  can  be  released  if  I  estab- 
lish all  the  foregoing  facts  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  but  the 
question  arises  is  it  right  to  require  me  to  take  that  oath  when  it  is 
wen  known  it  will  work  the  immediate  confiscation  of  my  property  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Confederate  Government  and  that  you  are  not  now 
in  a  position  to  protect  that  property  for  me?    In  regard  to  giving  my 
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parole  not  to  visit  or  to  correspond  with  a  seceded  State  that  I  will  do 
and  will  honorably  keep  the  promise  until  released  from  it.  May  I  beg 
of  you  the  favor  to  call  the  attention  of  him  who  has  the  power  to  open 
the  gates  of  my  prison  to  this  my  case?  If  there  are  any  other  expla- 
nations I  can  make  they  will  be  promptly  given  as  the  days  here  seem 
like  weeks  and  I  confess  to  a  great  anxiety  to  get  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  LOWBEE. 


New  York,  Novemher  .5, 1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  letter* 
from  Mr.  D.  C.  Lowber,  now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren ;  also  to  a  paper 
handed  me  last  evening  by  Oharles  Todd.  Of  nearly  all  the  statements 
in  it  I  hold  confirmatory  letters  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lowber  and  Mr. 
Neill  and  other  residents  of  New  Orleans  dating  from  October,  1860, 
to  April,  1861,  which  I  will  forward  if  desired.  Particularly  is  it  well 
known  that  Mr.  Lowber  made  himself  to  some  degree  obnoxious  in  New 
Orleans  by  his  strong  defense  of  the  Union  and  his  condemnation  of 
the  precipitate  action  of  the  South  against  an  untried  Administration, 
and  an  unhesitating  and  continued  remonstrance  against  the  existence 
of  a  vigilance  committee.  From  my  own  experience  I  can  say  that  his 
house  was  the  only  one  in  New  Orleans  in  which  I  ever  heard  aboli- 
tionism fairly  allowed  an  utterance.  In  a  conversation  with  Miss 
Fr6mont,  then  visiting  at  his  house  in  New  Orleans  in  May,  1860,  I 
remember  his  distinctly  avowed  disgust  at  the  demagogues  who  wished 
by  secession  to  plunge  the  country  into  civil  war,  for  which  he  Relieved 
they  had  not  one  unfriendly  act  of  Grovernment  to  show  as  excuse.  At 
the  time  that  he  broke  a  friendship  of  fifteen  years'  standing  and  turned 
Mr.  Thomas  Heard  from  his  house  for  his  offensive  utterance  of  seces- 
sion sentiments  (December  24)  the  feeling  against  him  was  so  strong 
that  both  he  and  Mr.  Neill  were  repeatedly  threatened  by  the  vigilance 
committee,  and  I  most  sincerely  believe  that  he  left  New  Orleans  with 
the  simple  and  sole  purpose  of  visiting  his  grandchildren  and  estab- 
lishing business  relations  in  Glasgow.  Also  I  think  it  can  be  proved 
that  whatever  letters  or  papers  he  carried  on  his  return  not  one  found 
its  way  South.  All  his  existing  letters  and  papers  are  now  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Government.  Four  or  five  Union  men  well  known  as  such 
are  willing  in  consideration  of  these  statements  and  his  tried  truth  to 
give  bail  for  his  honorable  adherence  to  his  parole.  Or  should  bail  be 
refused  they  will  hold  themselves  responsible  for  his  word.  As  we  are 
the  only  relatives  in  the  North  with  whom  he  would  care  to  spend  an 
hour  I  think  it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  pledge  ourselves  for  his  good 
faith.  You  must  know  that  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemy  would  go 
from  our  house. 

I  have  been  induced  to  write  thus  from  the  belief  forced  upon  me 
that  Mr.  Lowber's  health  is  being  seriously  affected  and  his  constitution 
undermined  by  the  inactivity  of  prison  life  and  by  the  conviction  that 
if  released  on  parole  no  harm  could  result  to  the  cause  nearest  and 
dearest  to  me.  The  disease  from  which  he  suffers  is  peculiarly  fostered 
by  confinement  and  from  my  knowledge  of  the  family  tendency  I  have 
been  seriously  alarmed  lately  lest  it  terminate  in  some  form  of  insanity. 
Except  my  parents  he  is  my  dearest  relative  and  I  could  not  entertain 

*Not  found,  but  probably  Lowber  to  Seward,  preceding. 
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'this  belief  without  longing  to  save  him  from  such  a  fate.    But  for  this 
conviction  my  perfect  trust  in  the  Administration  would  have  forbid 
my  uttering  one  word  on  the  subject. 
Eespectfully, 

MARY  LOWBBE  SCHULTZ. 

[luclosure.] 

ISEW  YoEK,  Noveniber  4, 1861. 

I  hereby  declare  that  having  been  a  resident  of  New  Orleans  during 
the  last  winter,  and  being  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Daniel 
C.  Lowber,  I  was  enabled  to  know  his  feelings  on  the  political  questions 
before  the  country.  From  the  frequent  conversations  I  held  with  him 
during  the  winter  I  knew  him  to  be  a  Union  man,  and  it  was  only  upon 
the  actual  secession  of  his  State  that  he  felt  that  loyalty  to  his  home 
should  cause  him  to  favor  the  acts  of  the  South,  but  I  know  he  took  no 
active  part  in  politics,  and  I  never  knew  him  to  attend  any  of  the 
political  meetings — ^in  fact,  he  was  a  remarkably  quiet  and  private  citi- 
zen. In  confirmation  of  the  above  I  would  state  that  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Lowber  considered  me  an  abolitionist  and  still  I  was  always  wel- 
come at  their  house;  also  that  I  know  he  turned  a  boarder  out  of  his 
house  on  account  of  his  secession  talk,  about  January  last.  Again 
Mr.  H.  M.  Neill  was  complained  of  to  the  vigilance  committee  and  pro- 
scribed on  account  of  his  Northern  feelings,  and  Mr.  Lowber  took  the 
most  active  and  determined  part  in  his  defense  and  prevented  any 
action  being  taken  against  him.  As  regards  his  trip  to  Europe  I  can 
testify  that  during  the  winter  and  spring  I  frequently  heard  Mr.  Lowber 
speak  of  his  intention  of  going  to  Europe  during  the  ensuing  summer, 
l)artly  on  account  of  his  general  health  but  more  particularly  on 
account  of  his  hearing  which  was  getting  to  be  very  bad;  also  to 
arrange  for  credits  and  direct  shipments  of  iron  pipe  from  the  iron 
manufacturers  of  Glasgow.  It  would  certainly  be  surprising  if  the 
rebel  leaders  employed  in  a  clandestine  mission  a  man  so  very  deaf  as 
he  was  and  so  very  outspoken  on  every  subject. 

I  learn  from  Mr.  Lowber  that  the  close  confinement  and  want  of 
exercise  is  affecting  his  health.  I  may  add  that  I  am  a  native  of  this 
city  and  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

CHAS.  M.  TODD. 


No.  8  Hanovee  Street,  New  York,  November  9, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  At  the  request  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Daniel  C.  Lowber, 
now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  I  beg  to  state  what  I  linow  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  Europe.  The  first  I  saw  or  knew  of  him  there  was  on  his 
arrival  at  Holywood,  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  he  came  quite  unex- 
pectedly to  me  or  my  brother  on  a  visit  to  my  brother  and  to  see  his 
grandchildren,  my  brother's  children.  He  staid  there  only  one  night 
and  invited  my  brother  to  accompany  him  to  Glasgow  to  introduce  him 
to  the  manufacturers  of  gas  and  water  pipes  with  a  view  to  arrange- 
ments for  business  on  the  termination  of  the  war.  My  brother  could 
not  go  but  requested  me  to  accompany  him  which  I  readily  consented 
to,  as  I  had  business  of  my  own  in  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  I  accord- 
ingly at  Glasgow  introduced  him  to  our  agent,  Mr.  John  Kincaid,  who 
took  him  to  the  largest  manufacturer  in  that  line,  I  not  accompanying 
them.    I  also  called  with  Mr.  Lowber  on  a  firm  in  the  same  line 
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(McLaren  &  Co.)  with  whom  he  had  previously  done  business  in  pipes. 
These  calls  occupied  the  forenoon  and  we  parted  at  about  4  p.  m.  of 
the  day  we  reached  Glasgow,  he  to  go  on  to  London  and  I  to  go  to 
Edinburgh  on  my  own  affairs.  I  have  not  seen  him  since  nor  heard  from 
him  except  a  few  lines  received  from  Liverpool  before  he  sailed  for 
America  acknowledging  tlie  receipt  of  his  watch  which  I  had  for- 
warded to  him  and  referring  in  sufficiently  boastful  terms  to  the  battle 
of  Bull  Eun. 

While  at  Holywood  and  on  board  the  steamer  for  Glasgow  he  talked 
very  freely,  defending  slavery  against  our  abolition  seutiments  and 
expressing  the  most  entire  confidence  in  the  success  of  the  rebellion 
and  the  restoration  of  peace  within  ninety  days.  He  also  mentioned 
to  me  that  Mr.  Host,  or  Judge  Eost  as  he  called  him,  was  an  old  friend 
of  his  and  he  intended  to  call  on  hini  at  Paris  and  learn  what  prospect 
there  was  of  the  Confederate  Government  being  recognized  by  the 
Emperor.  I  asked  him  to  let  me  know  the  result  and  inquired  if  he 
intended  to  call  on  the  commissioner  in  London.  He  seemed  in  doubt, 
saying  that  he  did  not  know  him  personally. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  of  his  arrest  which  I  did  in  Liverpool  from  Cap- 
tain Schultz  I  informed  the  latter  that  from  what  I  had  seen  of  him 
and  the  entire  tone  of  his  conversation  I  was  satisfied  he  had  no  official 
or  other  connection  with  the  Confederate  Government,  for  if  he  had  I 
felt  certain  he  would  have  been  proud  of  it  and  told  me  or  my  brother 
of  it,  while  on  the  contrary  he  stated  positively  that  he  was  only  going 
to  call  on  Eost  as  an  old  Louisiana  friend  and  to  satisfy  his  curiosity 
as  to  the  chance  of  recognition.  I  thought  it  possible,  however,  that 
Eost  might  have  asked  him  to  carry  a  letter  for  him  and  if  so  it  was 
likely  enough  that  he  may  have  thoughtlessly  consented  to  do  so.  But 
if  so  I  know  nothing  of  it,  and  I  may  remark  that  at  that  time  it  was  a 
very  natural  mistake  and  one  1  should  readily  have  fallen  into  myself 
as  it  had  hardly  been  declared  illegal. 

1  have  no  doubt  from  Mr.  Lowber's  character  that  if  released  upon 
his  parole  he  will  rigidly  keep  It  audi  should  readily  join  iu  giving 
bail  for  him,  I  am  aware  that  he  last  winter  interfered  elfectually 
with  the  vigilance  committee  of  New  Orleans  in  behalf  of  my  brother 
who  had  been  proscribed  by  them  as  an  abolitionist  and  but  for  Mr. 
Lowber's  advocacy  he  would  probably  have  been  notified  to  leave  the 
State  to  the  destruction  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  business.  Such 
acts  on  behalf  of  men  with  Northern  ideas  ought  surely  to  be  considered 
unless  there  is  something  serious  against  him  of  which  I  know  nothing. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WEILL. 

As  to  my  own  trustworthiness  and  my  principles  I  can  refer  to  the 
following  whom  you  will  not  suspect  of  too  great  regard  for  the  South : 
Charles  L.  Brace,  my  brother-in-law;  H.  J.  Eaymond,  of  the  New  Tork 
Times;  C.  A.  Dana,  Tribune;  Wendell  Phillips,  W.  C.  Bryant,  Even- 
ing Post;  W.  Lloyd  Garrison,  Fred.  L.  Olmsted,  Charles  G.  Loring, 
H.  Ward  Beecher,  &c.,  all  of  whom  are  my  intimate  personal  friends. 


Philadelphia,  November  9, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  On  my  way  to  New  York  I  met  here  an  old  and  highly  valued 
friend  of  mine,  William  M.  Neill,  esq.,  from  England,  and  I  have  here- 
with the  honor  of  introducing  him  to  you.    Mr.  Neill  has  resided  for  a 
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considerable  time  in  New  York,  where  his  sympathies  with  liberal  ideas 
and  with  intellectual  and  artistic  interests  have  endeared  him  to  a  wide 
circle  including  some  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens. 

Mr.  Neill  who  holds  a  high  position  in  the  commercial  world  as  the 
chief  partner  of  a  cotton  exporting  firm  is  now  again  in  this  country 
particularly  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  nature  of  our  present  con- 
test in  its  bearings  upon  the  cotton  interests  of  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
Neill  visits  Washington  for  a  short  time  in  the  pursuit  of  these  investi- 
gations and  also  in  that  of  matters  of  a  more  private  character.  I  beg 
to  state  that  I  have  known  Mr.  Neill  for  a  considerable  time  and  that 
any  statement  of  his  is  entitled  to  the  most  implicit  faith  in  his  veracity 
and  integrity. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  ie.«pectfully, 

JULIUS  BOG. 


FoET  Waeren,  December  30, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Abeaham  Lincoln, 

President  of  tlie  United  States. 
SiE :  I  was  arrested  on  the  23d  of  August,  and  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  thence  transferred 
to  this  place.  Over  four  months  have  now  elapsed  and  I  have  heard 
of  no  charges  against  me,  but  I  presume  1  am  detained  as  a  citizen  of 
Louisiana.  As  it  is  not  probable  I  shall  ever  be  brought  to  trial  and 
the  further  imprisonment  of  a  humble  private  individual  like  myself 
can  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  United  States  Government  1  respectfully 
ask  permission  and  a  passport  to  embark  for  England  under  a  pledge 
that  I  will  not  return  to  America  until  the  present  disturbances  are 
over,  nor  aid,  comfort  or  hold  correspondence  with  any  person  in  the 
seceded  States. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  0.  LOWBEE. 


FoET  Waeeen,  December  30, 1861. 
Deak  Hamilton  :  As  the  break  of  day  is  now  apparent  to  all  except 
those  who  are  fattening  and  battening  on  this  unholy  war  I  stoop  to 
ask  a  favor  of  a  political  enemy,  personal  friend  though  he  be.  I  have 
now  been  imprisoned  so  long  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  on  account 
of  my  business  affairs  that  I  should  go  to  England  before  I  return  home 
and  I  want  you  to  see  President  Lincoln  and  ask  for  permission  and 
passport  to  embark  on  the  steamer  that  leaves  Boston  on  the  8th.  If 
it  is  obtained  you  must  also  pay  my  passage  on  sea  as  I  am  entirely  out 
of  money.  In  Liverpool  I  can  obtain  what  further  funds  I  need.  I 
would  prefer  that  this  application  should  not  be  mentioned,  even  in  the 
family,  as  some  of  the  family  are  in  such  intimate  companionship  with 
.1.  A.  Kennedy  that  the  first  thing  we  will  know  will  be  an  account  of  it 
in  the  Tribune,  and  for  a  humble  private  individual  my  name  has  been 
in  the  papers  as  often  as  I  care  to  have  it.  It  is  well  that  you  and  I 
have  not  corresponded  since  your  return  from  England.  The  bitter 
thoughts  that  this  war  has  created  in  my  heart  would  have  found  utter- 
ance in  bitter  words,  and  the  corner  stone  of  something  more  than  an 
apparent  estrangement  might  have  been  laid.  As  it  is,  the  same  old 
love  that  has  filled  my  heart  for  you  and  yours  for  the  last  thirty-two 
years  still  wells  up  in  it  with  undiminished  force. 
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Understand  me,  in  asking  for  my  release  and  passport  I  do  not  wish 
to  leave  Fort  Warren  until  the  day  before  the  steamer  sails,  so  that  I 
can  go  immediately  on  board. 

Give  my  love  to  the  old  enemy  and  her  inimical  scions  and  believe 
me,  ever  truly  yours, 

D.  0.  LOWBEE. 

Much  as  I  wish  to  get  to  England  I  can  take  no  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  Government,  but  I  will  give  my  parole  not  to  return 
to  the  country  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  not  to  aid,  com- 
fort or  correspond  with  the  Southern  States  until  peace  is  made.  If 
you  think  it  worth  while  you  can  hand  this  letter  to  President  Lincoln. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  7,  1863. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel  :  You  will  please  release  Mr.  D.  C.  Lowber,  a  prisoner  con- 
fined at  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  on  his  complying  with  the  following 
conditions,  namely :  That  he  will  engage  upon  oath  that  he  will  leave 
the  United  States  within  the  period  of  fifteen  days  from  the  day  of  his 
release  and  go  directly  to  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain ;  that  he  will 
remain  in  that  Kingdom  until  the  cessation  of  the  present  hostilities 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  persons  in 
insurrection  against  its  authority;  that  he  will  not  correspond  with  or 
be  engaged  in  any  correspondence  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  with  persons  residing  in  the  insurrectionary 
States  during  the  present  hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State;  and  further,  that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  7,  1862. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  Yorh. 

Sir:  Colonel  Dimick  has  been  directed  to  release  Mr.  D.  C.  Lowber 
upon  condition  among  others  that  he  will  leave  the  United  States,  and 
you  will  therefore  permit  him  to  embark  without  a  passport. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  10, 1862. 
I,  D.  C.  Lowber,  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Warren,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  will  leave  the  United  States  within  the  period  of  fifteen  days 
from  this  date  and  go  directly  to  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  that  I 
will  remain  in  that  Kingdom  until  the  cessation  of  the  present  hostili- 
ties between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  persons  in 
insurrection  against  its  authority;  that  I  will  not  correspond  or  be 
engaged  in  any  correspondence  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  with  persons  residing  in  the  insurrectionary 
States  during  the  present  hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Sec- 
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retary  of  State;  and  further,  that  1  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.    So  help  me  God. 

D.  C.  LOWBEE. 
Sworn  before  me  January  10, 1862. 

J.  DIMIGK, 
Colonel  First  Arty,  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Comdg.  Fort  Warren. 


Correspondence  found  among  Lmvber's  papers. 
[No.  1.] 

Paris,  August  4, 1861. 
if.  M.  Bbnachi,  Esq.,  New  Orleans,  La. 
(Politeness  of  D.  C.  Lowber.) 

Dear  Sir  and  Friend:  I  suppose  a  few  lines  from  this  part  of  the 
world  will  be  acceptable  to  you  and  therefore  embrace  a  direct  oppor- 
tunity to  let  you  hear  from  us  and  hope  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to 
write  me  a  few  lines  and  give  me  what  information  you  possess  about 
matters  and  things  in  New  Orleans.  We  are  kept  in  constant  excite- 
ment about  the  infamous  war  the  North  is  waging  against  us.  By 
every  steamer  from  New  York  we  hear  that  a  battle  or  skirmish  has 
taken  place  and  that  the  North  is  victorious.  In  fact,  if  all  we  hear  is 
true  they  must  by  this  time  have  5,000  or  6,000  prisoners  on  hand. 
Many  of  our  people  here  are  dreadfully  alarmed  and  think  we  are  gone, 
but  from  what  I  saw  when  I  traveled  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville  I 
don't  think  it  possible  for  the  North  to  subjugate  us.  It  is  perfect  non- 
sense for  them  to  suppose  they  can  if  the  South  continue  united,  and 
from  all  appearances  1  don't  think  there  is  a  doubt  of  it.  I  yesterday 
made  a  bet  with  a  gentleman  that  whenever  Jeff.  Davis,  Beauregard  or 
Lee  accepted  a  battle  that  they  would  gain  it.  I  have  every  hope  such 
will  be  the  result.  They  are  quite  right  to  fall  back  till  they  are  sure 
of  success  for  a  defeat  in  a  general  battle  would  have  a  most  disastrous 
effect  both  on  the  morale  of  our  army  at  home  and  in  Europe.  All  eyes 
are  turned  to  Virginia  and  the  result  of  the  first  and  second  grand 
battles.  Should  we  be  successful  in  one  or  two  grand  engagements 
depend  on  it  England  and  France  will  immediately  acknowledge  our 
independence  notwithstanding  all  you  hear  from  old  fogies. 

We  yesterday  saw  in  the  English  papers  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mure,  the 
British  consul  in  New  Orleans.  We  were  all  much  astonished  that 
Mr.  Mure  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  write  a  letter  so  injuri- 
ous to  the  Interests  of  the  South  at  this  time  particularly.  What  he 
says  may  have  taken  place  but  not  in  the  manner  that  he  describes  it. 
I  do  not  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  any  of  our  commanders  to  press 
men  in  our  service  for  I  know  we  had  more  men  than  we  required.  I 
suppose  men  would  enlist  while  intoxicated  and  when  sober  would 
repent  doing  so  and  try  to  get  off.  I  assure  you  letters  of  this  kind 
operate  greatly  to  our  prejudice  and  make  us  pass  for  a  set  of  ruffians, 
and  I  am  only  surprised  that  Mr.  Mure,  an  old  resident  of  New  Orleans, 
should  have  written  such  a  letter  knowing  the  bad  effect  it  would  have 
against  us.  It  was  entirely  uncalled  for.  He  had  already  explained 
the  wtole  matter  to  his  Government  in  a  previous  letter.  Can  it  be 
possible  that  he  too  is  against  us?  I  really  hope  not.  It  would  be 
too  bad. 
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The  newspapers  here  are  not  much  in  our  favor;  still  I  find  a  few  of 
thein  making  a  move  in  the  right  direction  and  I  think  in  a  short  time 
they  will  come  out  more  direct,  not  that  they  have  any  sympathy  for 
us  but  that  their  interests  require  them  to  be  on  our  side.  Depend 
upon  it  we  will  be  recognized  before  next  December  if  even  a  European 
war  with  the  Forth  should  be  the  result.  Cotton  and  tobacco  they  will 
have  coute  qu'il  coute.  Cotton  is  very  active  in  Liverpool  on  account 
of  the  war  news  from  America.  The  lower  qualities  have  not  been 
much  affected.  Middling  Orleans,  8J  pence  to  8^  pence;  upland,  8 
pence,  with  a  brisk  demand  both  for  manufacture  and  exportation,  as 
well  as  speculation.  Tou  have  seen  I  suppose  that  last  week  sales 
amounted  to  144,000  bales,  a  quarter  of  which  was  taken  on  specula- 
tion ;  prices  have  also  gone  up  in  Havre  2  to  3  francs,  so  that  my  New 
Orleans  friends  will  come  out  of  the  year's  business  right  side  up.  I 
wish  I  had  a  million  of  bales  in  Liverpool  now.  Many  here  think  cotton 
will  go  to  10  pence.  I  should  not  be  surprised  particularly  if  England 
don't  force  the  blockade,  and  that  very  soon.  I  am  told  the  North  is 
buying  in  the  Liverpool  market,  but  I  only  give  you  this  as  an  on  dit, 
but  should  not  be  surprised  if  such  was  the  case. 

A  few  days  ago  I  called  on  Mr.  Spencer,  American  consul,  to  get  him 
to  vis4  my  passport.  He  went  back  in  his  room  and  brought  out  the 
biggest  Bible  I  ever  saw  and  told  me  I  would  have  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States.  I  refused  to  do  it  and  he  refused  to 
vis6  my  passport.  The  thing  has  been  brought  before  M.  Thouvenal 
who  refused  to  take  any  action  at  the  present  time  but  said  that  no 
Americans  would  be  troubled  going  or  coming  into  France.  So  Mr. 
Consul  may  keep  his  vis6  and  be  d— d.  1  shall  not  trouble  him  again. 
We  think  of  returning  home  some  time  in  October  and  may  put  you  to 
a  little  trouble  for  a  short  time  till  we  get  settled.* 
Your  friend, 

B.  EODRIGUEZ. 

We  have  had  two  pamphlets  lately.  One  "  La  Revolution  en  Am^rique 
du  Nord  Devoilee;"  the  other  "La  Question  Americaine."  Both  will  do 
us  great  good.  If  the  gentleman  that  takes  this  letter  will  oblige  me 
by  taking  charge  of  them  I  will  send  them  to  you.  The  last  one  is  quite 
complimentary  to  our  ladies.  It  says:  "Les  femmes  du  Sud  sont  des 
tendres  mferes  de  famille,  des  Spouses  devou^es;  les  Creoles  le  disputent 
a  nos  Fran^aises  en  grace,  exquise  distinction,  sensibility,  generosite, 
chaleur  de  cceur  et  d'id^es,  intelligence  de  tout  ce  qui  est  noble,  beau 
et  bien."t 

It  is  quite  a  good  brochure  and  I  would  like  to  send  it  to  you  and 
shall  try  to  do  so. 
Yours, 

BEN. 
[No.  2.] 

Pakis,  August  5,  18tU. 
N.  M.  Benachi,  Esq. 

(Care  Messrs.  lialll,  Benachi  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La.) 

My  Dear  Friend  :  I  wrote  you  a  long  letter  a  few  days  ago,  but  as 

the  bearer  of  this  is  acquainted  with  you  I  thought  I  would  write  you 

again  to  let  you  know  that  we  have  just  received  the  glorious  news  of 

the  defeat  of  the  Federalists  at  Manassas  Junction.    I  was  not  at  all 


*  Unimportant  personal  matter  here  omitted. 

t  Translation.— The  women  of  the  South  are  tender  mothers  of  families,  devoted  wives.  The 
CrcoIe.s  vie  with  our  French  woraen  in  ffracc.  great  distinction,  refinement,  geuerosity,  warmth  of 
heart  and  ideas,  intelligence  of  all  that  which  is  noble,  beautiful  and  good. 
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surprised  at  it  as  I  offered  some  Yankees  to  bet  them  a  suit  of  clothes 
that  Beauregard  would  whip  them  if  he  accepted  a  fight.  There  are 
many,  however,  who  did  not  expect  such  a  result. 

Although  we  only  received  the  news  yesterday,  already  there  is  quite 
a  change  in  the  public  mind.  The  Patrie  and  Oonstitutionnel  already 
begin  to  think  it  probable  that  the  South  may  succeed.  There  is  one 
exception,  and  that  comes  from  one  who  has  lived  among  us  and  made 
money  out  of  us  and  now  turns  round  and  whenever  he  has  a  chance 
heaps  lies  and  calumnies  against  us.  I  inclose  you  an  article  from  his 
paper  of  to-day.  You  can  judge  of  the  wretch's  antipathy  to  us.  Mind 
what  I  tell  you.  Before  three  months  we  will  be  recognized  both  by 
England  and  France.  "Caira,caira,  Lincoln  a  la  lantern."  Those  that 
only  a  few  days  ago  were  trying  to  ridicule  the  Americans  and  particu- 
larly the  Southerners  begin  to  find  out  that  when  an  occasion  requires  it 
we  can  fight  as  well  as  others.  To-day  we  had  at  our  place  of  meeting 
seventeen  Southerners  and  true  to  the  cause,  and  had  you  seen  and 
heard  them  talk  it  would  have  done  you  good.  I  am  only  afraid  this 
victory  has  been  achieved  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  our  brave  men.  I  am 
very  anxious  to  receive  details  but  from  what  1  see  it  must  have  been  a 
terrible  battle.  Depend  on  it  another  such  an  one  and  the  whole 
North  will  be  so  demoralized  that  they  will  be  glad  to  give  us  what  we 
have  been  asking  for,  "  Let  us  alone."  They  expect  to  get  money  in  this 
country.  They  will  not  get  a  cent  and  I  really  don't  think  they  will 
raise  the  $500,000,000  at  home.  Parties  here  interested  in  cotton  think 
the  news  will  cause  a  slight  decline.  As  yet  nothing  is  known  and  can 
give  you  nothing  of  interest  to  you.  My  main  object  in  writing  you  is 
to  send  you  the  inclosed*  extract. 
Yours,  truly, 

B.  EODKIGUEZ. 

[No.  3.] 

LiVEKi'OOL,  August  7,  1861. 
J.  B.  Phelps,  Esq.,  Crescent,  New  Orleans,  La. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  grand  and  glorious  victory  at  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, Ya.,  has  totally  destroyed  the  remotest  cliance  of  Lincoln,  Seward, 
Chase  &  Co.  obtaining  a  penny  of  the  money  they  want  to  borrow  in 
Great  Britain.  The  account  of  the  battle  we  have  received  so  far  is  the 
most  favorable  tale  in  which  the  y'ankees  can  tell  of  their  own  defeat,  but 
there  is  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  their  loss  in  killed  must  have  been 
1.5,000  to  20,000,  though  they  report  only  500.  The  Great  Thunderer  t 
is  down  upon  the  Northerners  with  all  its  virulence.  Even  Doctor 
Kussell,  LL.  D.,  "  licensed  to  lie  damnably,"  tells  the  truth  about  the 
stampede  from  Manassas.  England  don't  intend  to  consider  the  block- 
ade efficient,  no  matter  how  many  ships  Lincoln  may  have,  even  if  they 
be  as  thick  as  blackberries.  I  have  yours  of  13th  of  July,  1861.  Many 
thanks. 

Youis,  truly, 

W.  W.  MERTENS. 

[Inclosurc.t] 

"  The  dissensions  which  arose  some  months  ago  in  the  United  States 
of  North  America  have  unfortunately  assumed  the  character  of  open 
war."    Such  is  the  tranquil  comment  of  the  royal  speech  upon  the  events 

*  Not  found. 

t  See  inclosure  following;. 

i  Supposed  to  be  a  clipping  from  the  London  Times  newspaper. 
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in  the  New  World  whicli  have  fallen  so  unexpectedly  upon  the  ear  of 
Europe.  Our  Queen  has  reflected  with  an  excellent  fidelity  the  feelings 
of  her  people.  After  the  first  surprise  was  over,  and  when  the  "  God 
bless  me!  you  don't  say  so?"  had  been  said,  we  think  we  never  heard 
of  a  battle  in  which  75,000  men  seem  to  have  been  engaged  on  each 
side,  and  which  fell  so  blank  upon  the  public  ear  and  engaged  so  little 
European  interest.  The  fact  is  that  we  do  not  like  to  laugh  and  the 
sense  of  the  ridiculous  comes  too  strong  over  us  when  we  would  be 
serious.  It  is  a  great  battle  without  the  dignity  of  danger  or  the  pain- 
ful interest  of  great  carnage.  There  are  all  the  ridiculous  incidents  of 
stark  fear  and  rabid  terror  without  much  real  peril  and  with  very  lit- 
tle actual  suffering.  We  begin  to  feel  that  we  have  been  cheated  out 
of  our  sympathies. 

When  this  war  broke  out  we  English  all  pictured  to  ourselves  two 
earnest  sections  of  the  same  population  interlaced  in  mortal  combat, 
warring  to  the  knife  and  to  the  death.  We  received  by  every  mail  lit- 
tle samples  of  an  atmosphere  of  blood  and  thunder  and  war  and  wounds. 
All  America  appeared  to  us,  poor  dupes,  like  a  fresh  exploded  mine — 
all  smoke  and  fragments  and  torn  limbs.  We  fancied  our  kinsmen 
reckless,  furious,  flying  at  each  other's  throats  and  careless  of  their  own 
safety.  At  the  same  time  that  they  Avere  shaking  their  knives  at  each 
other  they  were  shaking  their  fists  at  us.  We  trembled  for  what  we 
were  fated  to  see.  We  held  our  breath  for  the  first  shock  of  battle 
between  these  two  young  giants.  We  shut  our  eyes  against  the  deadly 
struggle. 

We  are  calmer  now.  We  are  all  calmer.  We  are  satisfied  that  these 
warlike  athletes  who  were  issuing  such  dire  threats  against  any  one 
who  should  dare  to  offer  to  separate  them  are  not  so  very  reckless. 
Since  their  dissensions  have  assumed  "the  character  of  open  war" 
they  have  been  carried  on  upon  strictly  humanitarian  principles.  If 
we  are  to  believe  the  American  press  an  American  battle  has  never  yet 
been  so  dangerous  as  an  American  passenger  boat,  and  not  much  more 
so  than  an  American  railway.  The  hostile  forces  shell  each  other  out 
of  strong  fortresses  without  losing  a  single  life.  They  fight  a  battle  in 
Western  Virginia  which  determines  the  fate  of  a  district  at  the  expense 
of  less  than  a  score  of  casualties,  and  a  great  stand-up  battle  is  fought 
between  150,000  men,  ending  in  a  panic  and  a  twenty -mile  run,  and 
when  the  "Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac"  reaches  Alexandria  the  New 
York  Herald  reports  that  "the  killed  on  our  side  will  be  between 
300  and  500," 

It  is  very  difficult  to  gauge  the  solidity  of  anything  American,  even 
of  a  great  battle.  We  know  that  there  was  a  great  rout  in  front  of 
that  gap  which  runs  up  into  the  lulls,  for  we  were  represented  in  the 
ruck  and  may  say  that  we  saw  it  with  our  own  eyes  and  heard  the 
cannonade  with  our  own  ears.  There  is  a  probability  also  that  the 
number  of  men  present  at  the  battle  mounts  to  the  high  figure  of 
150,000,  for  both  accounts  seem  to  agree  upon  this.  Beyond  these  facts, 
however,  everything  seems  vague  and  uncertain.  The  advance  of  the 
"  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac  "  reads  in  the  American  papers  like  a 
burlesque  of  the  progress  of  Xerxes  to  the  Hellespont.  The  great 
Federal  victory  of  Bull  Eun  which  was  flashed  over  the  Northern  States 
and  recorded  in  the  Northern  papers  was  a  thing  hovering  for  hours 
while  yet  in  print  upon  the  confines  of  fancy  ar.,i  possibility.  The 
abject  rout,  the  ultimate  reality,  waswbat  we  could  have  least  believed. 
Perhaps  we  ought  to  have  anticipated  that  the  same  ferocious  men  who 
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had  burned  up  the  homesteads  on  their  line  of  march  would  speed  back 
oyer  the  embers  with  pale  faces  in  their  panic  flight.  But  this  never 
did  occur  to  us.  It  requires  the  testimony  of  the  Americans  them- 
selves and  the  witness  of  our  own  correspondent  to  suggest  to  us  that 
75,000  American  patriots  fled  for  twenty  miles  in  an  agony  of  fear 
although  no  one  was  pursuing  them,  and  that  75,000  other  American 
patriots  abstained  from  pursuing  these  75,000  enemies  because  they  were 
not  informed  how  stark  frightened  these  were.  Even  the  artillery 
were  not  captured  but  picked  up.  The  guns  were  left  behind  because 
th€y  impeded  the  flight  of  the  artillerymen,  and  they  might  have  been 
to  a  great  extent  carried  off  if  the  apprehensions  of  the  gunners  would 
have  allowed  them  to  take  advantage  of  the  leisure  Avhich  the  prudent 
conqueror  was  so  ready  to  afford. 

On  the  other  hand  our  correspondent  thinks  that  the  panic  had  gone 
so  right  to  the  heart  of  the  North  that  if  General  Beauregard  had  the 
enterprise  to  follow  up  his  advantage  he  might  have  gone  almost  unre- 
sisted into  Washington  City  itself.  All  that  the  Northern  press  says 
upon  this  subject  is  to  congratulate  themselves  that  the  enemy  did  not 
know  in  what  a  fright  they  were. 

This  is  not  our  account  of  this  battle.  It  is  the  American  account. 
It  is  the  account  of  the  New  York  i)a]jers,  alternating  as  they  do 
between  shrieks  of  victory,  of  agony  and  of  vindictive  despair.  If 
they  have  only  lost  between  300  and  500  men  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a  very 
cheap  lesson.  See  what  they  have  gained  by  it.  They  have  found  out 
now  that  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  even  the  instinct  of  combat  does 
not  inevent  Northern  volunteers  from  going  off  in  a  body  under  pre- 
tense of  their  time  of  enlistment  being  up  although  the  morning  of  the 
combat  may  be  come  and  the  cannon  may  be  sounding  in  their  ears. 
They  have  found  out  also  that  even  a  Northern  army  can  without  much 
good  military  reason  given  lose  its  attraction  of  cohesion  and  dissolve 
into  a  mob.  They  have  also  found  out  that  the  Southerners  are  not  to 
be  walked  over  like  a  partridge  manor,  and  that  they  have  some  military 
heads  among  them.  Of  course  we  must  expect  them  to  meet  these  hard 
fa«ts  by  a  certain  quantity  of  bluster.  They  must  call  out  a  few  more 
millions  of  volunteers,  and  they  must  make  a  confident  demand  upon 
an  incredulous  world  for  a  few  more  hundred  millions  sterling. 

But  behind  all  this  there  must  rise  a  gathering  doubt  that  this  South- 
ern nut  is  too  hard  to  crack  and  that  the  military  line  as  a  matter  of 
business  does  not  answer.  The  North  has  now  made  its  experiment  and 
not  only  has  it  not  answered  but  the  process  has  not  been  encouraging. 
As  a  matter  of  habit  and  to  ease  the  American  mind  a  certain  quantity 
of  threats  and  tall  words  may  be  necessary  and  they  may  pass.  But 
they  will  be  of  small  avail  against  the  facts  as  they  now  stand.  In  the 
face  of  the  picture  of  that  screaming  crowd — the  "Grand  Army  of  the 
Potomac,"  &c. — these  great  words  from  the  expectant  gentlemen  at 
Washington  lose  every  charm.  These  people  do  all  in  their  power  to 
alienate  our  sympathy,  for  they  are  amenable  neither  to  courtesy  nor 
to  misfortune.  Nothing  civilizes  them.  They  seem  to  think  that  at  all 
seasons  and  upon  all  occasions  England  is  a  safe  target  for  their  insults 
and  their  threats.  They  either  feign  very  well  or  else  they  positively 
think  they  can  influence  our  policy  by  their  bluster.  There  was  a 
moment  on  the  21st  of  July  when  victory  was  supposed  to  be  with  the 
"Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  and  the  most  i)opular  newspaper  in 
New  York  seized  the  opportunity  to  show  what  use  our  excellent  friends 
proposed  to  make  of  their  victory.    The  first  thought  was  revenge  upon 
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England.    After  some  taunts  at  what  are  supposed  to  be  our  recent 
recantations  the  organ  of  New  York  moderation  continues : 

And  now,  forsooth,  because  the  Queen's  Government  sees  fit  to  stultify  itself,  not 
daring  to  carry  into  execution  its  implied  threats,  and  prohibits  the  entry  of  Southern 
privateers  into  British  ports,  we  are  required  to  let  bygones  be  bygones  and  even  to 
ignore  that  any  cause  of  displeasure  has  existed.  The  absurdity  and  inconsistency 
of  acknowledging  the  "equal  belligerent  rights"  of  the  rebel  States  and  then  annb- 
bing  them  from  sheer  cowardice  and  fear  of  the  consetiuences  bestows  no  title  to 
consideration,  nor  will  leisurely  repentance  for  hastily  offered  indignities  be  con- 
sidered the  slightest  atonement  when  the  time  shall  have  come  to  reseo  t  them.  Both 
England  and  Spain  may  rest  assured  that  just  retribution  will  bo  visited  upon  tbom 
for  taking  advantage  of  our  domestic  disturbances  to  furthisr  their  own  selfish 
schemes  of  aggrandizement.  For  the  outrage  offered  in  the  Qncou's  proclamation 
the  United  States  will  possess  Itself  of  Canada,  and  for  the  invasion  of  Santo 
Domingo  Her  Catholic  Majesty  will  certainly  have  to  pay  with  the  sacrifice  of  Cuba. 
We  have  first  to  put  down  rebellion  at  home,  but  every  hour  proves  that  the  war 
that  has  begun  will  be  a  short  one  and  that  ore  the  lapse  of  another  half  year  armies 
will  exist  on  the  American  continent  of  over  half  a  million  of  men,  thirsting  for  a 
foreign  foe  upon  whom  to  expend  their  strength.  When  the  Uniou  element  at  the 
South  shall  have  been  fairly  emancipated  and  the  forces  of  the  Republic  shall  have 
been  united,  let  Great  Britain  and  Spain  beware.  Our  armies  never  will  consent  to 
lay  down  their  arms  while  a  vestige  of  European  domination  remains  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.     Causes  of  war  we  have  enough  and  they  will  not  cool  for  keeping. 

If  this  is  what  we  are  to  receive  from  the  supremacy  of  the  North  the 
North  can  scarcely  expect  that  we  should  put  up  very  ardent  vows  for 
their  conquest  of  the  South.  If  the  conquest  of  the  Southern  States 
means  also  the  conquest  of  Canada  and  Cuba  and  the  establishment  of 
a  great  military  aggressive  power  in  North  America  we  may  learn  to 
bear  more  patiently  the  scene  that  occurred  at  Bull  Run.  We  are  not, 
however,  fearful  enough  to  be  ferocious.  On  the  contrary  we  cordially 
and  even  sincerely  congratulate  our  would-be  enemies  that  they  have 
escaped  with  such  small  loss  from  the  sword  of  General  Beauregard, 
and  much  as  they  tell  us  it  would  be  against  our  interests  we  sincerely 
advise  them  to  make  up  their  quarrel  and  avoid  all  serious  effusion  of 
blood.  When  they  have  returned  to  tlie  habits  of  peace  they  will  not 
be  nearly  so  bloodthirsty  as  they  think  they  will  be,  or  if  they  should 
be  they  will  not  be  so  mischievous  as  they  say  they  will  be.  Spain  will 
know  how  to  keep  in  check  a  navy  which  is  now  terribly  embarrassed 
by  two  small  privateers  and  the  Canadas  have  in  other  days  given  a 
very  good  account  of  invaders  from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The 
United  States  are  a  very  great  nation  and  we  wish  them  all  lawful 
prosperity,  but  they  are  not  half  so  capable  of  mischief  as  their 
newspapers  think  they  are. 


Case  of  Mayor  Berret,  of  Washington. 

This  person  [James  G.  Berret]  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
aiul  as  appears  from  a  list  of  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  was  received 
at  that  fort  August  2."),  ]8(il.  There  is  no  evidence  on  tile  in  the 
Department  of  State  showing  the  precise  cause  of  his  arrest  or  what 
were  the  charges  against  him.  Api^lication  havuig  been  made  for  his 
release  and  it  having  been  stated  that  he  was  willing  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government  an  order  was  issued 
September  12,  1861,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  directing  Lieut.  Col. 
Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  discharge  Mayor 
Berret  on  bis  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  pre- 
scribed by  a  recent  act  of  Congress  and  resigning  the  office  of  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Washington.  He  was  acscoidingly  released  September  14, 
1861. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■'■  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^ 
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FoET  Hamilton,  New  Yorh  Harbor,  August  35, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Washington  City,  B.  G. 
Colonel  :  I  have  this  day  received  from  Officers  Elder  and  Wilson 
a  state  prisoner  whom  they  tell  me  is  Mr.  Berret,  ex-mayor  of  Washing- 
ton, with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  retainjhimj  in  custody 
at  Fort  Lafayette  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  War  Department. 
He  is  now  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BTJRKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  If.  8.  Army,  Commanding. 


New  Tokk,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State : 

My  brother,  James  G.  Berret,  mayor  of  Washington,  who  ever  has 
been  true  to  every  principle  of  the  Union,  will  take  any  oath  in  its  sup- 
port that  is  required.  Will  this  release  him?  Answer  care  of  Charles 
Stetson,  Astor  House. 

JOSEPH  H.  BEERET. 


Depaetment  op  State,  Washington,  September  12, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  The  Hon.  James  G.  Berret,  a  political  prisoner  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  will  be  discharged  from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  prescribed  by  the  recent  act  of  Con- 
gress and  resigning  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Hunter's  Point,  September  14, 1861. 
W.  H.  Seward  : 

No  order  has  been  received  at  Fort  Lafayette  for  discharge  of  J.  G . 
Berret.    Do  send  one  immediately. 

W.  H.  LUDLOW. 


Washington,  September  14, 1861. 

Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton : 

On  the  12th  instant  I  addressed  the  following  letter  to  you: 

The  Hon,  James  G.  Berret,  a  political  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  will  be  dis- 
charged from  confinement  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
prescribed  by  the  recent  act  of  Congress  and  resigning  the  office  of  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Washington. 

Please  discharge  him  accordingly  on  receipt  of  this  should  he  be  iu 

custody  still.  „ 

^  WILLLA.M  H.  SEWAED, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  /September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  &c. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  12th  instant  I  have 
released  Hon.  James  G.  Berret.  Inclosed  you  will  receive  his  oath  of 
allegiance  and  also  his  letter*  resigning  his  position  as  mayor  of  Wash- 
ington City. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclostirc.] 

I,  James  G.  Berret,  of  the  city  ot  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and  defend 
the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against  all 
enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  pur- 
pose without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever.  So  help 
me  God. 

JAMES  G.  BEEEET. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  rae  this  14th  dav  of  September,  1861. 

CHAELES  W.  CHUECH, 

Justice  of  the  Pea^e. 


Treasury  Department,  Washington,  October  14, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  As  the  question  of  trie  mayoralty  of  this  city  will  come  before 
our  common  council  to-night  and  as  it  is  important  that  we  should  have 
all  important  facts  before  us  which  bear  upon  the  official  rights  and 
authority  of  ex-Mayor  Berret  and  of  Acting  Mayor  Wallach,  I  desire 
answers  to  the  following  questions  if  it  will  comport  with  the  regula- 
tions of  your  ofiBce  to  give  them : 

1.  Did  Mr.  Berret  voluntarily  resign  his  office  as  mayor? 

2.  When  did  he  resign  his  office  and  when  did  said  resignation  reach 
the  State  Department  so  as  to  be  communicated  to  the  city  authorities? 

3.  When  was  Mr.  Berret  released  from  arrest? 

As  information  on  these  points  will  help  us  to  come  to  a  correct  con- 
clusion in  the  board  of  common  council  to-night  I  most  respectfully 
inquire  if  you  can  deem  it  proper  to  give  it? 

1  send  this  communication  because  I  have  failed  to  obtain  a  personal 
interview. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  EICHAEDS, 
President  Board  of  Common  Council. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  14, 1861, 
Z.  ElCHARDS,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Board  of  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  Washington. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  this  date 
I  have  to  represent  that,  first,  Mr.  Berret  resigned  the  office  of  mayor  of 
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this  city  voluntarily  as  I  understand  from  him,  though  it  is  true  his 
resignation  was  required  as  a  condition  of  his  discharge  from  Fort 
Lafayette;  second,  it  is  presumed  that  he  resigned  on  the  14th  day  of 
last  month,  the  date  of  his  oath  of  allegiance,  which  with  the  letter  of 
resignation  was  transmitted  to  this  Department  in  a  letter  of  that  date 
from  Colonel  Burke  at  Fort  Hamilton,  N,  Y.,  and  received  here  on  the 
17th  of  September;  third,  Mr.  Berret  was  also  it  is  presumed  released 
from  arrest  on  the  14th  of  September. 

Mr.  Berret  subsequently  came  to  this  city  and  called  upon  me  at  which 
time  he  confirmed  the  fact  that  his  resignation  and  oath  had  been 
cheerfully  made  as  an  act  of  loyalty  to  the  Government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Case  of  Robert  Tansill,  Captain  of  Marines. 

The  Department  learned  of  this  iierson's  arrest  and  detention  from 
himself.  His  statement  shows  that  he  was  a  captain  of  marines  and 
arrived  at  Boston  from  a  foreign  cruise  in  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  on 
the  23d  day  of  August,  1861 ,  and  forthwith  forwarded  his  resignation 
to  the  Navy  Department  rather  than  join  in  an  unnatural  war  against 
his  blood  relations,  kindred  and  friends.  His  name  was  stricken  from 
the  rolls,  and  on  the  27th  of  August  he  was  arrested  by  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  under  date  of  October  10,  1861,  says  :* 

On  the  26th  of  November,  1861,  Tansill  addressed  a  communication 
to  the  Department  of  State  in  which  he  says:  "I  am  unalterably 
opposed  to  your  political  principles  and  war  policy  and  1  would  prefer 
to  sufier  a  thousand  deaths  rather  than  raise  my  hand  against  the 
sovereignty  or  independence  of  any  State  of  our  once  happy  country." 
And  also,  "  I  can  never  consent  to  receive  my  liberty  upon  terms  or 
conditions  inconsistent  with  what  I  believe  to  be  my  obligations  and 
duties  as  a  citizen  of  my  native  State,  Virginia."  Eobert  Tansill  is  as 
appears  by  his  own  voluntary  and  ostentatious  avowals  a  disloyal  man. 
The  said  Tansill  having  been  transferred  to  Fort  Warren  remained  in 
custody  there  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the 
charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department, 
^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty.''^ 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  GroEON  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  the  inclosed  communica- 
tion from  Eobert  Tansill,  a  prisoner  in  the  custody  of  Colonel  Burke, 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  addressed  to  the  President,  and  submitted  to  you  to 
decide  whether  it  is  proper  to  be  transmitted  to  His  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


•Omitted  here;  see  p.  600. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  IST.  Y.,  October  3,  1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  myself  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Presi- 
dent the  circumstances  of  my  confinement  and  treatment  here.  1 
arrived  at  Boston  in  the  U.  S.  frigate  Congress  on  August  23  after  an 
absence  from  the  United  States  of  two  years,  and  resigned  my  commis- 
sion as  a  captain  in  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  (my  only  support)  rather 
than  join  in  an  unnatural  war  against  my  blood  relations,  kindred  and 
friends.  My  conscience,  the  dictates  of  which  I  cannot  safely  disre- 
gard, compelled  me  to  this  course.  On  the  27th  of  August  I  received  a 
communication  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informing  me 
that  my  resignation  had  been  received  and  my  name  stricken  from  the 
rolls  of  the  Marine  Corps.  Of  this  I  complain  not.  I  was  then  by  an 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  arrested  and  brought  under  a  guard 
like  a  common  felon  to  this  fort  where  I  am  now  incarcerated  without 
even  being  informed  of  the  charges  against  me.  I  have  written  to  the 
Navy  Department*  in  regard  to  this  unjust  and  unlawful  treatment,  to 
which  I  have  received  no  answer.  As  to  the  particulars  and  details  of 
my  treatment  here  in  prison  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  Your 
Excellency.  Complaints  of  this  nature  have  been  made  by  others  and 
forwarded  to  the  Department  without  having  elicited  the  slightest  con- 
sideration ;  besides  there  are  circumstances  which  decency  forbids  men- 
tioning to  the  head  of  a  civilized  people.  Letters  to  and  from  my  wife 
are  subjected  to  the  inspection  of  the  commanding  officer  of  this  fort, 
and  my  dearest  friends  are  denied  permission  to  visit  me  on  the  most 
important  business. 

Under  such  extraordinary  circumstances  I  feel  justified  in  appealing 
and  indeed  I  have  no  other  resource  but  to  appeal  directly  to  the  Presi- 
dent which  I  now  do,  and  respectfully  ask  that  I  may  be  brought  to 
trial  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  charges  against  me  whatever  they  may 
be,  or  released  from  this  imprisonment  which  can  find  no  sanction  in 
the  laws  of  war  nor  in  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  the  country  which 
the  President  has  solemnly  sworn  to  support.  Should,  however,  this 
just  request  be  disregarded  I  then  ask  that  I  may  be  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  where  my  wife  and  children  reside  that  I  may  be  permitted 
to  see  them  from  whom  I  have  been  absent  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  more  than  two  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBEET  TANSILL. 


Navy  Department,  [  Washington,]  October  10,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  the  7th  instant,  with  a  communication  of 
Eobert  Tansill  addressed  to  the  President  in  which  you  do  me  the 
honor  to  ask  me  "  to  decide  whether  it  is  proper  to  be  transmitted  to 
His  Excellency."  I  have  respectfully  to  state  that  I  am  aware  of  no 
impropriety  in  the  transmission.  Eobert  Tansill  was  a  captain  of 
marines  and  has  passed  most  of  his  life  in  the  service  and  pay  of  the 
Government.  When  the  present  difficulties  commenced  he  was  with 
Flag  Officer  Sands  on  tlie  Brazilian  Station.  As  soon  as  he  heard  of 
the  conspiracy  against  the  Government  he  addressed  the  Department 

*  Not  found. 
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in  a  long  communication  expressing  sympathy  with  the  conspirators 
and  indicating  a  higher  allegiance  to  local  authority  than  to  that  of  the 
Government  whose  uniform  he  wore  and  whose  pay  and  honor  he  had 
through  his  life  received.  On  reaching  the  United  States  he  forwarded 
this  communication  to  the  Department,  and  at  the  same  time  his  com- 
mander notified  me  that  he  refused  to  take  and  subscribe  to  the  oath. 
It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  he  was  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

In  a  conversation  with  yourself  in  regard  to  this  man  I  expressed 
my  sympathy  for  his  family  and  relatives  and  a  desire  that  his  wife  and 
children  might  be  permitted  to  see  him.  You  concurred  in  these  views, 
and  further  stated  that  he  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go  at  large 
without  taking  the  oath  prescribed.  The  communication  of  Eobert 
Tansill  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


Fort  Wabren,  Boston,  Mass.,  November  26, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir  :  Since  my  arrest  and  confinement  I  have  written  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Navy  asking  to  be  released  or  brought  to 
a  trial  on  the  charges  (if  any)  that  may  have  been  preferred  against 
ine.  Not  having  received  an  answer  from  these  gentlemen  I  have 
thought  that  I  might  accomplish  my  release  by  addressing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  subject. 

1  presume  you  are  aware  that  I  was  arrested  and  confined  on  resign- 
ing my  commission  as  a  captain  in  the  TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps.  It  is  but 
iair  that  I  should  frankly  admit  that  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  your 
political  principles  and  war  policy,  and  that  I  would  prefer  to  suffer  a 
thousand  deaths  rather  than  raise  my  hand  against  the  sovereignty  or 
independence  of  any  State  of  our  once  happy  country.  With  due 
deference  to  your  opinion  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  practice  of 
incarcerating  those  who  differ  with  you  in  opinion  as  to  the  necessity 
or  policy  of  the  present  unfortunate  war  is  really  calculated  to  and 
will  do  you  and  the  cause  you  desire  to  advance  more  harm  than  good. 
By  this  policy  you  not  only  make  political  enemies  but  personal  ones 
also.  You  are  aware,  sir,  that  injuries  produce  ill  will  and  justice 
friendship.  Why  then  pursue  a  course  which  makes  you  foes  instead  of 
friends?  If  you  had  sent  all  the  gentlemen  to  the  South  whom  you 
have  caused  to  be  imprisoned  they  would  not  I  am  sure  have  the 
slighest  influence  in  the  final  determination  of  the  unhappy  contest  now 
raging  between  the  two  sections  of  the  country.  But  be  that  as  it  may 
no  good  can  come  from  wrong,  and  it  is  a  mistaken  policy  for  those 
who  are  at  the  head  of  public  affairs  to  act  so  as  to  forfeit  the  respect 
and  incur  the  resentment  of  those  under  them,  however  humble  they 
may  be.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  those  things  that  are  wrong  are  unsafe  and 
no  plea  of  necessity  can  justify  them.  The  constant  practice  of  justice 
is  not  only  the  best  policy,  but  our  surest  shield,  most  lasting  and 
firmest  support.  By  disregarding  these  sacred  principles  the  rulers  of 
to-day  are  often  the  victims  of  to-morrow,  more  especially  in  revolu- 
tions where  majorities  often  suddenly  become  minorities. 

The  very  great  desire  I  have  to  see  my  wife  and  chUdren  who  will 
soon  be  in  a  destitute  and  suffering  condition  and  from  whom  I  have 
been  absent  in  the  public  service  for  over  twenty-eight  months  has 
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induced  me  to  address  you  this  note  and  ask  an  unconditional  release,  as 
I  can  never  consent  to  receive  my  liberty  upon  terms  or  conditions 
inconsistent  with  what  I  deem  to  be  my  obligations  and  duties  as  a 
citizen  of  my  native  State,  Virginia.  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  reflect 
upon  this  application,  and  I  beg  you  will  exercise  in  its  consideration  a 
spirit  of  justice  and  humanity,  which  are  the  brightest  ornaments  of  a 
great  statesman. 

KOBEET  TANSILL. 


Case  of  Samuel  J.  Anderson. 

[Samuel  J.  Anderson  is]  a  native  of  Georgia  for  several  years  past 
sojourning  in  New  York;  went  to  Georgia  in  the  spring  of  18G1  and 
returned  early  in  the  summer.  He  was  known  to  sympathize  with  the 
rebellion  and  manifested  his  sympathy  by  instituting  proceedings  to 
endeavor  to  procure  the  release  of  persons  held  in  confinement  by  the 
Government  for  precautionary  reasons.  Having  been  informed  that  he 
was  about  to  return  to  Georgia  the  Secretary  of  State  caused  him  to 
be  arrested  on  the  27th  day  of  August,  1861,  and  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette.  Letters  were  found  in  Anderson's  possession  showing  that 
he  maintained  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  parties  in  the  rebel 
States.  One  from  W.  M.  Manning  dated  Charleston,  S.  C,  February  19, 
1861,  has  this  passage:  "  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  there  is  any  one 
in  your  city  employed  to  give  important  information  in  regard  to  our 
affairs.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  often."  A.  W.  Redding 
writes  from  Jamestown,  Ga.,  March  15, 1861,  as  follows:  "You  are  in 
the  midst  of  the  enemy's  country.  You  are  at  headquarters.  Just  give 
us  the  dots."  A  letter  signed  J.  V.  Hitchcock  dated  Washington, 
August  23, 1861,  says :  "  On  inquiry  I  find  that  passports  of  which  you 
speak  are  not  issued  by  the  Government.  The  only  way  to  get  through 
is  to  go  by  way  of  Kentucky."  On  the  11th  day  of  October,  1861,  the 
said  Samuel  J,  Anderson  was  released  from  confinement  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  with  stipulations  against  future  misconduct. — From 
Record  Book,  State  I>epartment,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty," 


Central  Department  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

JSfew  York,  July  31,  1801. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  There  is  a  soldier,  I  know  not  of  what  rank  but  probably  a 
private  or  non-commissioned  ofiicer,  named  John  [T.]  Neil  [NealeJ,  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  or  Camp  Eunyon,  who  had  been  here  for  some  days 
lodging  in  the  same  room  with  a  noted  secessionist  who  has  twice  been 
arrested  by  the  police  on  suspicion  of  treason  and  who  for  the  same 
reason  will  again  be  arrested  to-day.  Neale  left  yesterday  to  return  to 
his  post  which  it  is  said  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington.  It  is 
supposed  that  Neale  has  communicated  to  Anderson,  the  secessionist, 
such  information  as  he  could  obtain  respecting  our  army.  Anderson 
is  the  personal  friend  of  Alex.  H.  Stephens.  He  proposes  to  leave  for 
the  South  this  afternoon,  but  he  will  be  arrested  at  the  time  of  his 
departure. 

Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  BOWEN. 
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Office  Superintendent  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  A  ugust  36, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward: 

A  man  named  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  of  Georgia,  who  Las  been  hold- 
ing place  in  the  custom-house  and  sheriff's  office  in  this  city  for  several 
years,  and  who  acknowledges  himself  to  me  as  devoted  to  the  fortunes 
of  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  has  during  the  summer  made  one  visit  to 
the  South,  and  on  his  return  was  the  person  who  brought  the  proceed- 
ings before  Judge  Garrison  to  release  the  Baltimore  Ipolice]  commis- 
sioners.* He  is  about  to  leave  again  for  the  South.  Had  he  not  better 
be  detained? 

JOHIT  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  26, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General  :  I  will  thank  you  to  direct  Col.  Martin  Burke  to  receive 
Samuel  J.  Anderson,  of  Georgia,  whose  arrest  at  New  York  has  been 
directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 

New  York,  August  27, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke. 

Sir:  By  direction  from  the  Secretary  of  State  I  send  to  you  for  safe 
custody  Mr.  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  formerly  of  Georgia.    Mr.  Inspector 
Leonard  who  accompanies  him  will  deliver  him  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Fort  Lafayette,  August  31, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Present. 

Sir  :  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  writing  to  the  President— being  per- 
sonally known  to  him— and  have  taken  the  further  liberty  of  sealing 
the  letter,  being  under  the  impression  that  such  was  the  proper  course, 
&c.  If,  however,  I  am  mistaken  may  I  request  you,  sir,  to  read  the 
letter  and  forward  it,  &c. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

'       ^  '  S.  J.  ANDERSON. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  August  31, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  dec. 

Sir  :  As  Mr.  Anderson  requests  me  to  send  a  sealed  letter  to  His 
Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  contrary  to  our  regu- 
lations I  have  opened  the  letter,  and  seeing  nothing  wrong  in  it  I 
respectfully  forward  it  to  you. 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  '  MAETIN  BTJRKE, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding. 

*  See  Volume  I,  this  series,  p.  619  et  seq.,  for  case  of  the  Baltimore  police  commis- 
ointiflra.    No  record  of  the  proceedings  before  Judge  Garrisou  can  be  fbnnd. 
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[Jnclosnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  August  31,  1S61. 
His  Excellency  A.  Lincoln,  President,  &c. 

Sir  :  As  you  are  doubtless  aware  I  was  arrested  aud  lodged  in  this 
fortress  on  Tuesday  last  by  order  of  General  Scott.  This  is  all  I  know 
in  regard  to  the  cause  of  my  arrest,  being  unconscious  of  having  vio- 
lated any  law  of  the  United  States.  My  private  correspondence  was 
all  seized*  and  taken  from  me,  including  many  letters  from  my  friend 
Mr.  Stephens  running  back  through  a  period  of  several  years.  I  have 
never  destroyed  any  of  his  letters  nor  have  I  received  any  from  him 
since  he  occupied  his  present  position  although  I  have  written  to  him 
as  usual  until  since  mail  facilities  with  the  South  have  been  obstructed. 
However,  never  having  had  any  information  to  convey  to  him  other  than 
that  which  was  conveyed  through  the  newspapers  my  communicating 
with  my  friend  needs  no  explanation. 

I  have  never  combined  with  any  man  or  set  of  men  to  overthrow  or 
embarrass  the  Government,  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  such  combinations 
in  New  York  or  elsewhere  in  the  Northern  States.  In  my  right  as  an 
American  citizen  I  have  discussed  the  merits  of  public  men  and  meas- 
ures according  to  my  judgment  and  abilities.  As  a  political  exponent 
of  the  State  rights  creed  I  could  not  approve  some  of  the  acts  of  your 
Administration.  I  have  therefore  commented  upon  them  in  various 
ways  but  in  doing  this  I  do  not  think  I  have  exceeded  the  legitimate 
limits  of  fair  and  free  discussion.  However,  even  of  this  1  had  grown 
weary  and  had  determined  on  the  day  of  my  arrest  to  return  to  Erie 
County,  near  Springville,  to  my  family  on  the  farm  of  Major  Blasdell 
and  there  rest  in  quiet.  My  son,  born  in  Georgia,  is  there  at  school.  1 
had  no  intention  at  the  time  referred  to  of  even  going  South  myself. 
1  have  been  a  resident  of  New  York  more  than  twelve  years  aud  all 
my  personal  interests  and  affections  are  here.  My  political  sympathies 
are  with  my  native  State  and  section.  In  my  breast,  therefore,  the  con- 
flict must  continue  during  the  present  civil  war,  the  end  of  which  alone 
can  relieve  my  embarrassment. 

I  could  not  take  any  employment  against  the  South;  it  is  not  proper 
or  practicable  for  me  to  take  an  active  part  against  the  North.  I  would 
therefore  wish  to  retire  to  my  family,  and  from  that  sequestered  spot 
observe  the  desolating  conflict.  The  state  of  my  health,  in  addition  to 
all  other  considerations,  constrains  me  to  request  that  I  be  permitted 
to  do  so.  I  am  afflicted  with  rheumatism  and  the  dampness  and  con- 
finement here  have  greatly  aggravated  it.  With  reluctance  I  utter  the 
complaint.  I  only  would  wish  to  carry  out  my  intention  of  retirement 
from  all  political  excitements  and  discussions  in  the  way  and  at  the 
place  indicated.  If  allowed  1  promise  in  good  faith  so  to  do.  Whether 
I  can  keep  my  word  or  not  I  am  willing  to  leave  even  my  enemies  to 
judge. 

Very  respectfully, 
S.  J.  ANDERSON. 

*  See  extracts  from  this  coirespondence  immediately  following  this  letter. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  605 

Extracts  from  correspondence  found,  in  possession  of  Samuel  J.  Anderson 
at  the  time  of  his  arrest. 

[No.  1.] 

Ceawfordville,  Ga.,  January  36, 1860. 
S.  J.  Anderson,  New  York. 

Dear  Anderson:  Your  letter  iu  which  you  indulge  in  a  certain 
speculation  or  rather  speculative  conjecture  as  to  the  probable  turn 
events  may  take  at  the  Charleston  convention  came  to  the  ofSce  here 
while  I  was  at  Savannah  attending  the  supreme  court.  Since  my 
return  I  have  been  quite  busy  at  my  little  farm  or  plantation  below  this 
place  getting  ready  for  planting  a  crop  or  I  should  have  replied  to  it 
sooner. 

In  this  matter  I  shall  deal  very  frankly  with  you  as  I  always  do  even 
though  the  subject  relates  to  myself.  I  therefore  say  in  the  first  place 
that  I  think  you  are  entirely  mistaken  as  to  the  probability  on  which 
your  conjecture  is  founded.  There  are  too  many  men  aspiring  for  office 
in  this  country  for  a  draft  ever  having  to  be  resorted  to,  and  indeed 
I  do  not  think  any  such  general  sentiment  would  ever  converge  toward 
me,  as  you  seem  to  suppose.  In  this  I  do  not  think  I  am  mistaken.  I 
understand  the  world  and  mankind  very  well;  at  least  1  think  I  know 
enough  of  the  public  men  of  this  country  to  satisfy  me  that  your 
notions  are  not  well  founded.  But  in  the  second  place  and  mainly  I 
do  not  desire  any  such  result.  I  have  no  wish  for  it.  On  the  contrary 
I  do  not  intend  to  allow  uiy  name  to  go  before  that  body.  I  have  so 
written  to  a  great  number  of  people  all  over  the  country,  at  least  to 
men  in  several  States  North  and  South.  It  is  true  some  have  said  that 
my  name  would  be  used  without  my  consent.  To  this  I  can  only  say 
that  I  do  not  want  it  so  used. 

It  is  to  tell  the  plain  truth  a  disagreeable  matter  to  me  to  see  my 
name  even  thus  associated.  If  there  is  anything  particularly  disgust- 
ing to  me  it  is  a  scramble  among  Presidential  aspirants.  There  are 
honorable  men  who  look  with  ambitious  longings  to  this  high  ofQce — 
some  of  them  well  qualified  to  fill  it.  I  do  hope  some  of  them  may  be 
gratified,  but  as  for  myself  I  can  most  truthfully  and  sincerely  say  that 
I  would  not  exchange  my  present  place  and  surroundings  for  any  ofl&ce 
in  this  world.  My  nature  looks  not  that  way  for  objects  to  gratify  my 
outgoings  of  spirit.  This  is  all  I  can  say  to  you.  I  feel  assured  that 
you  who  have  known  me  so  long  and  intimately  will  feel  satisfied  that 
it  is  true. 

With  best  wishes,  I  remain,  yours,  &c., 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

[No.  2.] 

Craavfobdville,  Ga.,  June  S9, 1860. 
[S.  J.  Anderson,  New  YorTs.] 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant  was  received  last  night. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  fully  understand  its  import  or  object.  It  seems 
to  have  been  written  with  a  view  to  explain  something  that  I  know 
nothing  about.  You  say  for  instance,  "  This  is  the  history  of  the  mat- 
ter so  far  as  I  am  concerned."  To  what  matter  do  yon  allude?  It 
would  seem  that  something  had  resulted  from  the  facts  detailed  by 
you  of  which  I  am  entirely  unapprised. 
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A  part  of  what  you  refer  to  I  fully  understand.  I  gave  Doctor  Ham- 
bleton  my  views  of  the  position  in  which  the  seceders  from  Charleston 
stood  toward  the  Baltimore  adjourned  convention.  It  was  done  at  his 
instance  freely  and  cheerfully,  but  certainly  without  any  idea  of  what 
I  said  being  used  publicly  or  having  any  other  influence  than  the  bare 
statement  of  the  points  carried  intrinsically  in  itself,  not  that  1  had  any 
secrets  on  this  subject,  but  I  never  could  have  given  my  consent  for  my 
name  to  have  been  invoked  or  used  to  give  force  to  these  points.  If 
they  did  not  have  sufficient  power  to  carry  conviction  of  themselves 
I  should  have  considered  all  extraneous  aids  as  not  only  useless  but 
decidedly  injurious,  and  from  what  you  state  I  am  inclined  to  think 
probably  this  was  the  result  by  the  course  adopted ;  but  as  your  letter 
found  me  all  in  the  dark  upon  the  matter  you  seem  to  be  explaining  I 
should  like  to  hear  more  fully  from  you  on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  final  result  at  Baltimore  1  can  only  add  a  few  words.  I 
feel  exceedingly  pained  and  grieved  at  it.  The  consequences  or  effects 
cannotnow  be  judged  of  or  even  conjectured.  Madness  and  folly  seemed 
to  have  ruled  the  hour.  Why  Judge  Douglas'  friends  should  have  per- 
sisted in  nominating  him  after  the  secession  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky 
and  Virginia,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  Southern  States,  I  cannot 
imagine.  I  have  heard  no  explanation  and  know  nothing  of  what  their 
calculations  or  expectations  are.  They  must  have  known  what  the 
seceders  intended  to  do;  they  must  have  known  that  the  movement  at 
Charleston,  so  far  from  having  been  checked  by  the  popular  feeling  at 
the  South ,  had  been  strengthened  and  augmented.  This  they  must  have 
known  by  consultation  with  the  delegations  from  Tennessee,  Kentucky 
and  Virginia.  If  they  did  not  they  were  very  unfit  representatives  of 
their  people  on  such  an  occasion.  And  taking  it  for  granted  that  they 
did  know  it,  I  cannot  imagine  what  object  they  had  in  view  by  the 
course  they  took  except  to  put  up  their  man  to  be  beaten  to  say  noth- 
ing of  breaking  up  the  party  at  the  same  time. 

As  I  view  the  prospect  from  this  point  I  see  no  chance  for  Douglas' 
election.  All  he  can  possibly  do  will  be  to  carry  enough  Northern 
votes  to  enable  Mr.  Breckinridge  to  be  borne  over  him  into  the  House 
where  he  may  possibly  be  chosen ;  I  mean  Mr.  Breckinridge.  If  Mr. 
Douglas'  friends  are  satisfied — and  with  their  honor  for  him  they  have 
infinitely  less  regard  for  the  noble  spirit  of  the  man  and  that  favor  and 
distinction  which  his  great  merits  and  talents  deserve  than  I  have — his 
position  may  be  a  very  useful  one  to  the  country.  We  cannot  see 
results  but  it  can  hardly  be  looked  upon  as  adding  to  his  reputation. 
Individually  he  will  be  but  subservient — the  stepping-stone  of  his 
party  rival  to  elevation  and  power.  By  the  aid  of  his  back  and 
shoulders  Mr.  Breckinridge  may  attain  the'  object  of  his  ambition  and 
the  defeat  of  the  Eepublicans  may  be  achieved. 

His  I  say  may  be  a  useful  service  to  the  country,  but  if  such  service 
were  necessary  under  existing  circumstances  I  should  greatly  have 
preferred  to  see  the  duty  assigned  to  some  other  one — some  one  who 
would  not  have  lost  reputation  by  it;  some  one  who  would  have  even 
gained  personal  distinction  as  well  as  rendered  beneficial  service  to  his 
country.  But  I  can  say  no  more.  We  have  fallen  upon  evil  times. 
There  are  I  fear  but  few  of  our  public  men  nowadays  who  look  to  the 
country  through  any  other  medium  except  themselves  and  their  own 
ambitious  desires. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A.LEXANDEE  H.  STEPHENS. 
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[No.  3.] 

Jamestown,  Ga.,  July  5, 1860. 

My  Dear  Sam:  *  *  •  you  say  you  have  just  returned  from 
Baltimore,  whither  you  had  gone  and  had  advocated  the  claims  of 
Douglas  because  in  your  judgment  he  was  the  only  man  who  can  break 
the  tide  of  Republicanism,  &c. 

One  thing  is  certain,  the  Democratic  party  have  told  the  country 
time  and  again  that  conservatism  was  only  in  them ;  that  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  party  was  but  another  name  for  dissolution  of  the  Union 
and  that  if  the  opposition  would  but  support  them  to  elect  Buchanan 
the  country  would  be  safe  and  the  Union  preserved  inviolate,  &c. 
These  delusive  and  unredeemed  pledges  and  promises  made  fools  of 
many  a  Southerner  and  committed  them  to  the  support  of  the  party. 
I  did  believe  for  1850-51  that  there  was  some  hope  for  the  country  iu 
Northern  Democracy,  yet  I  was  suspicious  all  the  time,  but  when  the 
thin  film  was  cast  from  my  eyes  (the  first  vote  that  was  given  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  when  the  question  was  direct)  I  liave  never 
had  any  difficulty  in  determining  Northern  policy  and  national  Democ- 
racy from  that  day  to  this. 

So  far  as  my  judgment  is  concerned — it  may  be  bad  and  misguided, 
I  only  know  it  is  honestly  entertained — it  is  this  (summing  up  tlie 
whole  matt€r):  The  Union  is  inevitably  dissolved  unless  the  pocket 
nerve  of  the  Northern  manufacturer  and  merchant  is  sufficiently  power- 
ful to  prevent  it.  Democracy  has  no  more  power  over  it  now  than  my 
dog  Joler,  and  iu  my  judgment  as  a  party  never  cared  whether  it  was 
dissolved  or  not  so  that  they  held  the  loaves  and  fishes  in  their  hands. 
As  to  Northern  Democratic  jiatriotism — excuse  me.  I  know  that 
criminations  will  do  no  good.  I  am  sorry  for  it  but  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  Douglas  or  Northern  Democracy  however  much  I  do  have  in 
individuals. 

I  cannot  think  of  any  condition  of  things  that  would  compel  me  to 
make  a  choice  between  Douglas  and  Lincoln.    Nothing  would  induce 
me  to  vote  for  either  of  them.    With  regard  to  our  lands.     *    *    * 
Very  truly,  yours, 

A.  W.  REDDING, 

[No.  4.] 

Crawfordville,  Ga.,  August  2, 1860. 
Dear  Anderson  :  I  have  just  got  home  after  a  two  weeks'  absence. 
Both  your  letters  are  before  me.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  them.  I  shall 
accept  the  position  of  elector  in  this  State  and  make  the  best  fight  that 
can  be  made.  Our  cause  is  hopeless  in  Georgia,  but  the  path  of  duty 
is  the  path  of  safety.  I  don't  know  that  my  health  will  permit  me  to 
take  a  very  active  part  in  the  canvass.  I  do  hope  that  New  York  will 
])revent  the  election  of  Lincoln;  that  will  be  a  great  achievement.  If 
JMaine  should  go  for  Douglas  in  September  it  will  give  him  thousands 
of  votes  at  the  South  that  he  would  not  otherwise  get.  I  have  no  time 
to  say  more.  The  hour  is  at  hand  for  closing  the  mail.  I  am  still  feeble, 
very  feeble,  but  better  than  when  I  wrote  to  you  last. 
Yours,  truly, 

ALEX.  n.  STEPHENS. 
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[No.  5.] 

Constitutionalist  Office, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  October  11, 1860. 
S.  J.  Anbbrson,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir:*  *  *  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  *  *  *  whether 
you  consider  the  vote  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana  as  conclu- 
sive of  the  triumph  of  Lincoln  in  those  States  next  month.  Your 
opinion  on  these  points  has  weight  here,  and  our  friends  would  be  much 
gratified  to  hear  the  results  of  your  calm  judgment.  People  here  are 
startled,  perplexed  and  anxious  at  the  prospect  now  staring  them  in 
the  face  of  Lincoln's  election.  There  is  a  deep-seated  determination 
with  many,  and  influential  iieople  too,  to  bring  about  a  disruption  in 
that  event  and  they  ■will  be  certain  at  least  to  do  enough  to  create  a 
great  deal  of  commotion.  This  election  will  immensely  increase  the 
disunion  sentiment  of  this  section. 
Youis, 

JAMES  GAEDNEE. 

[No.  6.] 

Jamestown,  Ga.,  December  l,  1860. 
S.  J.  Anderson,  Esq. 

Dear  Sam  ;  *  *  *  You  say  when  you  wrote  your  last  letter  you 
was  somewhat  waspish  and  that  my  reply  looked  that  way  too.  This 
I  think  is  true  of  us  both  and  all  I  wDI  say  in  justification  of  myself  is 
that  whenever  I  am  told  that  the  conservatism  of  Northern  Democracy 
is  all  the  South  has  to  look  to  for  her  protection  I  simply  know  that  it 
is  not  so,  never  was  and  never  will  be.  But  I  am  like  Governor  [Her- 
schell  v.]  Johnson,  1  am  willing  to  let  the  dead  bury  their  dead  and 
let  bygones  be  bygones.  I  am  willing  to  let  the  old  party  names  and 
lines  be  obliterated  forever  with  the  hope  of  drawing  together  the 
honest  of  all  old  parties  North  and  South  in  one  common  cause  to  the 
rescue  of  the  whole  country.    On  this  point  I  will  not  enlarge. 

You  say  that  you  and  Stephens  were  antagonistic  on  the  subject  of 
separate  secession.  I  never  differed  with  him.  If  he  was  all  the  time 
in  favor  of  making  resistance  in  the  Union  step  by  step  as  proposed  by 
the  Georgia  platform  of  1850  I  was  never  otherwise  but  with  him.  I 
am  for  co-operation  of  the  Southern  States,  and  when  the  first  North- 
ern State  (Massachusetts)  passed  her  law  repudiating  the  fugitive  slave 
law  1  held  then  as  1  do  now  that  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  in  obedi- 
ence to  authority  given  him  by  the  Georgia  legislature  (which  I  thought 
to  be  in  exact  conformity  with  the  Georgia  platform)  should  then  and 
there  have  called  the  legislature  together  to  take  measures  of  redress 
and  pass  laws  of  retaliation  after  proper  negotiations  had  failed  and 
been  refused  and  unheeded,  but  he  did  not  do  it.  He  refused  to  do  it 
and  I  placed  him  and  his  immediate  counselors  then  where  I  think  they 
will  be  found  now — make  a  big  smoke  when  there  is  some  one  who  can't 
help  seeing  it  but  when  it  is  sifted  there  will  be  but  little  fire  of  the 
right  kind  found  in  it. 

Now  for  Stephens'  speech  at  Milledgeville.  I  approve  every  word  of 
it  touching  our  Federal  relations ;  believe  that  every  measure  and  mode 
of  redress  suggested  the  very  best  that  can  be  done.  It  is  what  ought 
to  be  done,  and  I  will  sustain  so  far  as  I  can  Stephens  or  any  other 
leader  in  this  case  irrespective  of  party  names.  And  like  you  I  think 
it  is  the  highest  evidence  of  a  great  mind  and  a  thoroughly  qualified 
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politician  for  the  occasion.  I  am  with  him  and  always  have  been  before 
the  doctrine  of  non-intervention  by  Congress  on  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories. I  want  no  slave  code  nor  do  I  think  Congress  ought  to  pass 
any  or  that  our  interest  requires  any.  I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  you 
express  the  hope  that  the  offending  States  may  repeal  those  laws  on 
fugitives  so  justly  obnoxious  to  the  South  and  her  interest,  and  I  am 
sure  I  have  pleasure  in  knowing  that  "  Little  Aleck  "  shall  be  the  medium 
through  which  it  may  be  done,  alike  hoHorable  to  the  North  and  the 
South.  As  he  has  said  truly  time  has  laid  Massachusetts  and  South 
Carolina  side  by  side  in  their  vote  upon  the  tariff.  That  in  1832  placed 
these  two  States  so  antagonistic ;  now  they  meet  upon  common  ground 
and  vote  alike  for  a  tariff.  May  we  not  hope  that  the  present  difficulty 
may  be  averted  and  that  soon  we  of  the  South  and  the  North  may  see 
alike  upon  this  negro  question?  I  verily  believe  it  may  be — nay  will 
be  so  if  we  can  keep  such  men  as  Yancey  and  other  unconditional 
seceders  from  running  away  with  the  people.  If  the  South  secede 
unconditionally  or  make  resistance  in  or  out  of  the  Union  I  am  with 
her.  Her  destiny  is  my  destiny,  and  in  her  bosom  will  1  live  and  die 
and  among  her  hills  and  valleys  shall  my  bones  rest,  whether  she  act 
wisely  or  unwisely. 

I  have  always  understood  that  Aleck  governed  Toombs  much  more 
than  Toombs  did  Stephens.  This  too  I  suppose  should  be  so,  as  I 
never  had  any  difQculty  in  awarding  very  superior  ability  in  Stephens 
over  Toombs,  yet  I  am  glad  that  Aleck  is  separated  from  Toombs.  I 
have  more  confidence  in  his  ability  and  his  intentions  to  do  right  when 
I  know  he  is  freed  from  the  influence  (if  any)  of  Robert  Toombs,  i 
cannot  but  think  that  we  as  a  nation  have  not  yet  fulfilled  our  destiny, 
and  that  somehow  or  someway  else  by  the  blessings  of  the  God  of 
nations  and  the  keeping  our  powder  dry  we  should  weather  the  storm, 
yet  I  confess  it  looks  most  dark  and  forbidding  just  now.  Whenever 
an  opportunity  presents  itself  of  disposing  of  our  Worth  lands  I  shall 
not  be  slow  to  let  you  know  it.  They  are  somewhat  inquired  for  by 
speculators  since  they  were  advertised  last  year,  but  I  have  had  no  offer 
for  them.  I  have  been  asked  my  price,  and  have  said  $2  per  acre  cash 
would  buy  them. 

I  am,  truly,  yours, 

A.  W.  REDDING. 

[No.  7.] 

Ceawfoedvillb,  Ga.,  January  8, 1861. 
S.  J.  ANDEESON,  New  York. 

Deab  Andeeson:  Tout  letter  of  the  2d  instant  was  received  last 
night.  I  also  got  one  from  you  in  November  last,  which  I  have  not  as 
yet  or  before  this  acknowledged.  I  was  truly  obliged  to  you  for  it,  as  I 
am  for  the  one  now  before  me,  but  was  really  too  much  occupied  at  the 
time  to  send  an  acknowledgment,  especially  as  there  was  nothing  in  it 
that  required  special  reply.  I  am  now  more  at  leisure,  though  still 
under  pressure.  In  a  few  days  I  am  to  leave  home  for  our  convention 
to  be  absent  no  one  knows  how  long.  What  our  State  will  do  I  cannot 
tell.  From  reports  it  appears  that  the  extreme  men  will  be  in  a  large 
majority  in  the  convention.  I  shall,  however,  still  hope  for  the  best 
while  I  hold  myself  prepared  for  the  worst.  There  would  be  no  diflB- 
culty  m  this  matter  If  our  people  really  wanted  a  settlement  of  the 
question — I  mean  our  ultra  leading  men — but  I  fear  they  do  not, 
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What  is  to  become  of  the  country  I  do  not  know.    My  health  is  very 
feeble.    What  I  can  do  to  save  our  institutions  shall  be  done.    Let  me 
hear  from  you  often. 
Tours,  truly, 

ALEXANDER  H.  STEPHENS. 

This  is  for  yourself  only. 

A.  H.  S. 

[No.  8.] 

Washington.  D.  C.  January  33, 1861. 
S.  J.  Anderson,  Esq.,  IJew  York. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  the  agent  of  Colonel  Prevost  I  have  taken  the  lib- 
erty to  open  your  note  to  him  of  the  20th  instant.  *  *  *  I  learn 
on  inquiry  that  passports  of  which  you  speak  are  not  issued  by  the 
Government.  The  only  way  to  get  through  is  to  go  by  the  way  of 
Kentucky. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  V.  HITCHCOCK, 
Agent  for  Col.  C.  Prevost. 

[No.  9.] 

Charleston,  FebrvMry  7, 1861. 
S.  J.  Anderson,  New  York. 

Dear  Anderson  :  *  *  *  1  must  frankly  say  to  you,  however, 
the  Democracy  of  the  North  must  not  rely  too  much  upon  the  hope  of 
a  recoastruction  of  the  old  Union.  It  cannot  be  done.  This  I  am  sat- 
isfied is  a  fixed  fact.  An  attempt  at  such  a  thing  would  plunge  the 
South  into  a  bloody  conflict  at  home  and  for  that  reason  it  will  be 
resisted  at  the  threshold.  As  you  say  if  there  ever  should  be  a  recon- 
struction of  some  sort  of  union  or  confederation  between  the  North  and 
the  South  that  it  will  take  place  under  treaty  and  compact  and  not  by 
compromise  or  amendments  to  the  present  or  late  Constitution.  There 
are  other  questions  in  my  opinion  more  vital  to  the  cotton  States  than 
slavery  that  should  constitute  an  impassable  barrier  to  her  ever  entering 
into  another  union  with  the  North. 

I  will  explain.  As  long  as  cotton  is  king  and  the  millions  in  Europe 
and  Great  Britain  are  dependent  on  it  for  employment  and  the  civilized 
and  uncivilized  world  for  raiment  so  long  will  the  institution  of  slavery 
exist  and  flourish  in  spite  of  the  bowlings  and  demented  cries  of  the 
entire  crew  of  abolitionists.  For  this  I  have  no  fears  in  or  out  of 
the  Union.  But  as  long  as  the  Constitution  contains  a  clause  by  which 
the  South  can  be  subject  to  unlimited  taxation  by  an  irresponsible 
majority  in  Congress  through  a  tarifl'  professedly  for  revenue  but  really 
to  protect  and  build  up  the  moneyed  interest  of  one  section  at  the 
expense  of  the  other  the  cotton  States  will  never  consent  to  go  back 
into  the  Union.  I  consider  this  question  of  equal  if  not  greater  impor- 
tance than  that  of  slavery.  In  all  the  compromises  proposed  not  one 
word  has  been  said  to  the  South  holding  out  the  slightest  hope  of 
security  on  this  point  in  future.  But  what  is  the  fact  in  relation  to 
this  matter? 

While  the  country  is  torn  to  atoms,  the  Union  in  fragments  and  the 
seat  of  government  absolutely  under  the  control  of  a  military  dictator, 
and  the  streets  bristling  with  Federal  bayonets,  another  bill  of  abomi- 
nations is  being  urged  through  Congress.    Is  it  strange  then  that  we 
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should  shrink  from  the  reconstruction  of  a  union  that  will  fasten  its 
coils  around  us  as  the  loathsome  reptile  would  around  its  doomed  victim  ? 
Oh,  no,  the  Union  cannot  be  reconstructed — no,  never.  It  then  being 
a  fixed  fact  that  the  Union  cannot  be  reconstructed,  and  that  henceforth 
the  two  sections  must  work  out  their  own  respective  forms  of  civiliza- 
tion under  separate  governments,  what  should  the  North  do?  Can 
coercion  reconstruct  a  Union  which  was  a  compact  founded  upon  mutual 
sympathy  and  goodwill  between  independent  confederate  States?  I 
am  sure  every  thinking  man  at  the  North  will  answer  no;  a  forced  union 
would  be  a  curse  to  both  sections. 

Can  anything  be  gained  by  civil  war?  The  Democracy  and  conserv- 
ative men  at  the  North  must  answer  this  question.  The  issues  of  such 
a  war  would  be  fearful  indeed.  It  would  inevitably  bring  the  North  in 
conflict  with  England  and  France.  We  have  little  or  no  shipping  to 
care  for.  England  and  France  would  carry  our  cotton  under  their  flags 
and  bring  us  wares  and  merchandise  in  return,  and  while  the  North  was 
waging  a  bootless  war  on  land  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  would  be 
sweeping  her  commerce  from  the  ocean.  But  let  it  be  the  privilege  of 
the  Democracy  and  conservative  men  of  the  North  and  Northwest  to 
roll  back  this  tide  of  threatened  civil  war.  They  can  do  it,  and  under 
a  Northern  confederacy  strangle  the  Black  Eepublican  monster  that 
has  robbed  them  of  the  rich  inheritance  of  their  fathers.  Let  the  South 
alone  and  sufler  her  to  form  her  government  in  peace.  Then  such  a 
commercial  treaty  and  compact  can  be  entered  into  by  both  nations  as 
will  secure  the  uninterrupted  march  of  each  in  its  onward  progress. 
These  are  my  views  plainly  and  frankly  expressed,  and  I  feel  satisfied 
that  your  judgment  will  assent  to  their  correctness. 

A  word  now  about  Fort  Sumter  and  I  will  not  inflict  you  further. 
We  are  all  ready  for  the  attack  of  that  fortification.  No  movement  will 
be  made,  however,  until  the  action  of  the  Southern  Congress  is  known. 
If  when  it  is  demanded  with  other  Southern  forts  by  the  commission 
from  the  Southern  Confederacy  it  is  not  given  up  it  will  then  be 
attacked  and  I  can  assure  you  it  will  be  no  child's  play.  The  men  who 
had  the  nerve  to  fire  into  the  Star  of  the  West  with  an  armed  force  on 
board  of  her  with  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter  frowning  upon  them  with 
threatening  destruction  can  be  trusted  in  times  of  danger.  Our  people 
are  quiet,  cool  and  determined.  We  can  bombard  it  simultaneously 
from  seven  diflerent  points.    It  cannot  be  re-enforced. 

I  trust,  however,  it  will  not  come  to  this.  When  it  is  evident  that 
a  Southern  confederacy  will  be  formed  and  recognized  by  foreign  powers 
I  hope  there  will  be  good  sense  enough  at  least  among  the  leaders  of 
the  Republican  party  if  not  in  the  rank  and  file  to  see  the  wisdom  of 
withdrawing  the  troops  and  arranging  the  terms  of  separation  in  an 
amicable  manner  and  on  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality.  *  *  * 
I  remain,  as  ever,  yours,  sincerely, 

F.  M.  ROBERTSON. 

[No.  10.] 

Charleston,  S.  C,  February  15, 1861. 
S.  J.  Anderson,  Esq.,  New  YorTc. 

Dear  Anderson:  Yours  with  the  inclosed  slip  was  received  this 
morning.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  not  another  man  in  the 
city  of  New  York  who  has  the  moral  courage  to  do  what  you  did  on 
the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  organization  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America.    I  gave  the  slip  to  the  Mercury  and  it  will  appear  in  the 
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issue  to-morrow  morning.  Would  that  we  had  thousands  of  such  firm 
and  clear-headed  men  at  the  North.  My  letter  to  yon  was  written  in  a 
plain,  free  and  frank  manner,  carefully  avoiding  anything  calculated  to 
hide  the  truth  or  mislead  any  one.  I  feel  flattered  that  you  should 
have  thought  it  worthy  of  publication  though  I  am  glad  yon  have  &up- 
pressed  my  name.  I  made  an  effort  to  get  the  paper  it  was  published 
in  but  could  not  find  it  at  either  of  our  printing  offices.  If  you  can 
get  a  paper  cut  it  out  and  send  it  to  me.  I  kept  no  copy  of  my  letter. 
I  received  a  letter  from  Toombs  this  morning.  To  my  question  as  to 
a  feeling  toward  a  reconstruction  of  the  old  Union  he  states  that  there 
is  not  the  slightest  idea  of  such  a  thing.  To  use  his  own  language, 
"  There  is  no  difference  of  opinion  here,  and  we  are  working  day  and 
night  to  put  into  operation  as  speedily  as  possible  a  permanent  govern- 
ment forever."  If  Lincoln  does  not  open  his  eyes  to  the  true  condition 
of  things  when  he  arrives  in  Washington  we  shall  certainly  have  war. 
We  shall  be  ready  for  him,  and  I  trust  the  Southern  Congress  will  give 
the  word  before  he  can  get  warm  in  his  seat.  If  we  are  to  have  war 
Fort  Sumter  must  be  ours  before  he  can  possibly  re-enforce  it.  Keep 
this  to  yourself.  Should  anything  of  interest  turn  up  I  will  write  you 
again. 

Tours,  truly, 

F.  M.  flOBEETSOK 
[No.  11. 1 

Ohaeleston,  February  19, 1861. 
S.  J.  Anbeeson,  Esq.,  New  YorK 

Dear  Sir  :  This  morning  I  received  yours  of  15th  instant.  I  am 
unable  to  say  whether  any  one  is  in  your  city  employed  to  give  impor- 
tant information  in  relation  to  our  affairs,  but  under  the  system  of  vigi- 
lance and  signals  that  characterize  the  doings  in  and  about  our  harbor 
I  greatly  doubt  the  ability  of  any  one  much  less  a  body  of  men  to  enter 
it  but  at  great  risk.  The  defenses  are  almost  perfect  in  every  respect 
with  abundant  force  to  work  them,  and  although  the  Daniel  Webster 
cleared  for  a  port  in  Texas  she  may  try  to  enter  here.  I  would  rather 
not  be  aboard  if  she  does.  In  five-eighths  of  n  mile  of  Fort  Sumter 
there  is  an  impregnable  mortar  and  columbiad  battery  that  will  tell  a 
tale  when  necessary.  It  is  externally  secured  with  heavy  railroad 
iron  and  port  holes  protected  by  huge  iron  doors  of  great  weight.  A 
water  battery  filled  with  cotton  and  palmetto  logs  to  carry  four  long 
42-pounders  will  be  launched  to-morrow  and  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
days.  It  will  be  anchored  in  the  daytime  near  Fort  Sumter.  It  is" to 
be  hoped  that  the  fort  will  be  surrendered  when  a  demand  from  the 
Confederacy  is  made,  for  if  it  is  not  it  will  be  taken  at  any  cost.  Lou"^ 
before  you  get  this  you  will  have  read  President  Davis'  inaugural.  To 
my  notion  it  is  an  excellent  production  and  he  means  what  he  says 
We  can  raise  right  here  5,000  men  in  a  few  hours,  all  well  drilled 
equipped  and  officered.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  often.  I  have 
two  sons  in  service.  One  left  home  26th  of  December  and  was  onlv  re- 
lieved yesterday. 

Very  respectftdly, 

W.  M.  MAKTIN. 

[No.  12.] 

Jamestown,  Ga.,  March  15, 1861. 
Dear  Sam:  *     *     •    Every  man  of  the  South  so  far  as  I  know 
or  have  heard  I  believe  will  maintain  the  present  position  of  the  South- 
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em  Confederacy  to  annihilation.  It  is  true  that  the  course  I  thought 
it  best  to  pursue  was  not  acquiesced  in  by  the  majority  and  I  yield  to 
the  will  of  a  ma,iority.  I  still  think  with  the  incredulity  of  the  North 
that  had  all  the  Southern  States  co-operated  and  made  a  common 
demand  for  redress  and  grievances  I  dare  say  such  demand  had  been 
insultingly  refused,  which  would  have  committed  the  whole  South  and 
consequently  all  would  have  gone  in  a  body  out  of  the  Union  or  about 
the  same  time.  It  may  not  be  so  great  a  calamity  as  I  once  thought  it 
might  be  for  the  border  States  to  remain  outside  the  Confederacy  as 
they  will  make  so  many  outside  rows  in  the  political  field  upon  which 
the  enemies  of  the  South  may  feed  upon  the  shaded  and  stunted  maize 
of  our  Southern  farm  and  until  we  can  get  more  cleared  lands  in  Mex- 
ico to  extend  our  cotton  and  negro  influence. 

The  question  of  peace  or  war  has  been  exceedingly  complicated  when 
judged  of  by  old  Abe's  foolish  sayings  by  the  wayside,  or  even  by  his 
inaugural  or  any  of  his  subsequent  acts,  so  far  as  I  can  see  and  judge. 
The  latest  accounts  we  have,  however,  indicate  a  disposition  to  yield 
to  the  South  the  forts  now  held  by  the  old  Government.  There  are 
such  a  multiplicity  of  sensational  items  published  as  emanating  from 
Lincoln  and  others  in  authority  that  I  cannot  tell  when  I  have  seen  or 
beard  the  truth.  I  have  to  wait  in  painful  suspense  for  many  days  for 
its  confirmation  or  denial.  I  am  pretty  sure  of  one  thing,  that  the  pos- 
session of  these  forts  is  nothing  more  than  a  question  of  time;  each 
party  I  think  is  studiously  avoiding  the  first  overt  a«t.  To  re-enforce 
these  forts  is  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war.  That  Fort  Sumter 
will  be  compelled  to  surrender  or  be  re-enforced  soon  is  a  military 
necessity  that  even  such  men  as  I  am  can  foresee.  I  trust  that  the 
sacrifice  of  human  life  will  be  averted  which  will  be  required  to  storm 
it  or  to  re-enforce  it,  but  if  the  necessity  is  forced  upon  us  we  will 
take  it. 

Our  independence  we  will  have  acknowledged  and  maintained.  I 
think  the  idea  of  a  reconstruction  of  the  Federal  Union  is  lost  sight  of 
in  Georgia.  There  are  many  of  us  that  still  love  the  Union  and  would 
be  rejoiced  to  see  it  reconstructed  upon  proper  and  equal  terms,  yet  we 
are  compelled  to  confess  we  are  in  woeful  minority  now.  It  is  too  true 
that  the  South  has  been  precipitated  into  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
for  the  sake  of  disunion  and  that  its  leaders  have  no  idea  now  of  ever 
making  any  overtures  or  receiving  any.  The  Government  is  dissolved 
and  it  is  forever  dissolved.  Not  a  shadow  of  hope  for  its  reconstruc- 
tion remains  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

I  confess  to  you  that  while  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  as  well  as  my  inter- 
est to  yield  my  assent  to  the  powers  that  be  in  this  new  Confederacy 
and  to  afford  all  my  influence  in  its  favor,  yet  I  am  very  jealous  of  its 
leaders.  The  cabinet  of  President  Davis  I  have  but  little  confidence 
in — as  to  Bobnel  Toombs  I  have  none.  If  Aleck  was  in  his  place,  or  was 
a  direct  member  of  the  cabinet,  I  should  have  much  more  confidence  in 
it.  It  appears  to  me  a  very  egotistical  arrangement — a  one-sided  affair, 
and  until  I  can  see  a  larger  share  of  magnanimity  in  it  than  has  yet 
been  manifested  I  shall  have  fears  and  doubts.  I  know  that  it  is  no 
selfishness  in  me.  I  do  not  want  and  would  not  willingly  accept  any 
office  in  the  gift  of  any  Government  or  men,  but  when  I  see  any  order 
of  men  appropriate  by  word  or  deed  all  the  honor  and  glory,  patriot- 
ism or  moral  worth  to  themselves  I  -know  that  set  of  men  whether  in 
church  or  state,  socially  or  individually,  will  bear  watching — they  never 
prove  themsdves  to  be  what  they  profess. 


614  PRISONERS   OP  WAR,    ETC. 

If  our  Government  gets  into  trouble,  and  the  time  should  come  (God 
forbid  it  ever  should)  when  it  is  being  inquired  into  "  Who  did  it?"  I 
should  not  be  surprised  that  Bonaparte's  example  would  be  too  clearly 
copied  by  some  of  the  "  great  1  am."  I  fear  there  are  those  in  the  cabi- 
net who  would  not  scruple  to  play  a  coup  (Vetat  upon  our  beloved  coun- 
try. Nevertheless  there  is  an  immeasurable  difference  between  our 
present  position  and  that  sought  to  put  us  in  by  our  former  Northern 
brethren.  I  will  trust,  however,  that  both  our  fears  proceed  more  from 
our  anxiety  than  otherwise.  Before  this  reaches  you  I  hope  that 
things  will  so  far  have  developed  themselves  that  we  shall  know  what 
is  the  policy  of  Lincoln's  (if  he  have  any)  Government.  Suspense 
begins  to  be  more  onerous  than  reality  in  its  worst  anticipated  shape. 

Since  writing  the  above  Sunday  has  passed  over  and  another  mail 
arrived  which  gave  us  no  additional  information,  except  that  dame 
rumor  says  that  the  talked-of  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Fort  Sumter 
is  a  ruse.  I  feel  deeply  mortified  that  the  two  sections  should  be  so 
bitterly  arrayed  against  each  other.  It  is  precisely  like  a  family  feud. 
I  would  treat  my  Northern  brethren  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
kindness  if  they  would  let  me  do  so  and  at  the  same  time  enjoy  my 
rights  and  immunities,  but  so  help  me  God  I  will  spill  the  last  drop  of 
blood  in  these  old  veins  and  spend  the  last  red  cent  in  the  locker  in  the 
defense  of  these  rights.  And  what  is  more,  we  intend  to  resist  their 
insidious  encroachments  now  and  forever.  They  have  boasted  that  we 
of  the  South  cannot  get  along  without  their  aid.  Well,  if  they  so 
believe,  just  leave  us  to  our  own  ruin  and  we  are  content.  We  believe 
that  we  have  all  the  elements  of  greatness  as  a  nation  and  a  people 
that  ever  clustered  around  the  glory  of  any  nation ;  we  believe  that 
the  development  of  these  elements  has  been  retarded  and  kept  back 
by  Northern  capital  and  Northern  cupidity;  we  believe  that  that  capital 
has  been  located  North  more  by  accident  than  otherwise;  we  believe 
that  the  Northern  States  by  nature  (not  by  law)  should  have  been 
dependent  upon  the  Southern  States,  and  will  be  so  when  we  assume 
our  natural  position — our  position  in  obedience  to  our  natural  and 
physical  resources. 

*  *  *  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  frequently.  Tou  are  in 
the  midst  of  the  enemy's  country;  you  are  at  headquarters;  just  give 
us  the  dots.  I  want  to  know  what  is  the  spirit  of  the  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  &c. 

I  am,  as  ever,  your  friend,  most  truly, 

A.  W.  BEDDING. 

[No.  13.] 

New  Toek,  August  6, 1861. 
Dean  Eichmond,  Esq., 

Gliairman  of  Democratic  State  Committee, 
SiE:  An  organization  of  influential  citizens  styled  the  Democratic 
States  Eights  Union  Association  has  been  formed  in  this  city  to  sus- 
tain and  uphold  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  opposed 
to  the  coercion  of  States,  hostile  to  the  arbitrary  and  unconstitutional 
acts  of  the  present  Federal  Administration  and  favorable  to  peace  and 
a  restoration  of  the  Union.  Its  purpose  is  to  assist  in  rallying  public 
opinion,  now  temporarily  perverted  by  misconception  or  restrained  by 
terrorism,  in  favor  of  the  objects  above  indicated,  and  especially  to 
direct  it  to  the  real  cause  of  our  national  difficulties,  viz,  the  repudia- 
tion by  the  Eepublican  party  of  the  Constitution  as  it  has  been  truly 
and  justly  expounded  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
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In  order  to  place  before  your  committee  more  fully  the  objects  of  our 
organization  aud  to  offer  our  co-operation  with  you  for  the  purposes 
above  indicated  a  committee  was  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
association  to  visit  Albany  to  confer  with  your  committee.  This  com- 
mittee is  composed  of  Messrs.  Jacob  H.  V.  Cockroft,  S.  J.  Anderson, 
whom  by  this  letter  we  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  you. 
By  order  of  the  association : 
Very  respectfully, 

E,  G.  HOETON, 

Seerettury. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  "VVinfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General:  The  letter  written  by  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  a  political 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  the  President  has  been  referred  to  me. 
Having  examined  the  case  I  am  satisfied  that  a  discharge  of  the  pris- 
oner from  custody  would  not  be  compatible  with  the  public  safety. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

FoET  Lafayette,  Septemher  30, 1861 
C.  Wendell,  Esq.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  An  old  friend  is  in  durance  vile.  If  he  does  not  get  out 
in  fifteen  days  he  is  ruined  in  more  ways  than  one.  There  is  no  charge 
against  him.    This  you  can  easily  ascertain. 

S.  J.  ANDEESON. 

Buffalo,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  write  you  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Anderson  (inclosing 
papers),  now  a  prisouer  in  Fort  Lafayette,  whose  wife  is  a  cousin  of  my 
wife.  I  know  not  on  what  evidence  the  Government  has  arrested  and 
imprisoned  him.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  from  my  many  conversa- 
tions with  Anderson  he  has  been  playing  in  any  respect  the  part  of  a 
spy  or  aiding  the  Southern  Confederacy  in  any  way.  If  he  has  he 
must  of  course  suffer  the  consequences  of  his  own  conduct,  and  I  would 
not  attempt  to  procure  his  release.  As  a  Southern  man  he  doubtless 
does  to  some  extent  sympathize  with  his  friends  of  the  South.  My  real 
opinion  in  reference  to  him  is  that  he  thinks  the  South  has  been  too 
fast  and  that  it  would  have  been  much  better  for  them  to  have  quietly 
submitted  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  than  to  have  inaugurated  a 
civil  war  with  all  its  horrors.  I  am  sure  as  he  has  often  said,  taking 
into  consideration  his  marriage  with  a  Northern  lady,  his  business 
interests  being  here,  his  residence  also  hei'e,  he  had  a  firm  purpose  to 
remain  neutral  and  in  no  manner  render  himself  obnoxious  to  the  cen- 
sure of  the  Government.  His  wife  is  much  distressed  at  his  imprison- 
ment, because  he  is  quite  subject  to  rheumatism  and  the  confinement 
in  so  damp  a  place  tends  to  aggravate  his  illness.  I  do  not  mean  that 
he  is  sick  but  that  he  suffers  from  rheumatic  pains  in  his  limbs  con- 
siderably. Now  I  well  know  you  are  not  deaf  to  the  humanities  of  life, 
and  if  you  can  consistently  with  the  public  safety  and  your  duty  as  a 
public  servant,  I  trust  you  will  release  Mr.  Anderson. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  0.  STEONG. 
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[Inclosnre  No.  l.J 

William  K,  Blasdell,  of  [Buffalo,  K".  T.],  being  duly  sworn  deposes 
and  says  that  lie  is  a  farmer  living  on  his  farm  near  Springville  in  the 
county  of  Erie;  that  he  is  the  father-in-law  of  Samuel  J.  Anderson 
now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette;  that  the  family  of  said  Anderson 
consists  of  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  this  deponent,  an  infant  child 
between  one  and  two  years  of  age  and  a  son  by  a  former  wife  some 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age;  that  the  said  family  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son has  resided  with  this  deponent  for  the  past  two  or  three  years ; 
that  deponent  has  had  frequent  conversations  with  said  Anderson  on 
political  subjects ;  that  he  is  as  deponent  understands  a  native  of  the 
State  of  Georgia;  that  he  owns  as  this  deponent  is  informed  and 
believes  large  tracts  of  land  in  Georgia  and  has  many  friends  in  the 
said  State;  that  this  deponent  believes  that  he  understands  the  polit- 
ical views  of  the  said  Anderson ;  that  he  supported  Mr.  Douglas  in 
the  last  canvass  because  in  the  opinion  of  said  Anderson  he  occupied 
middle  ground  between  the  extreme  sentiments  of  the  anti-slavery  men 
of  the  North  and  the  proslavery  men  of  the  South;  that  said  Ander- 
son went  South  this  last  spring  to  the  State  of  Georgia  to  look  after  his 
interests,  remaining  South  four  or  five  weeks,  and  on  his  return  spent 
several  weeks  with  his  family  in  the  house  of  deponent;  that  he  then 
returned  to  the  city  of  New  York  where  he  has  resided  for  several 
years  past  to  arrange  and  settle  up  his  business  so  he  could  come  and 
spend  the  summer  and  winter  on  the  farm  of  deponent  with  his  family; 
that  deponent  knows  it  was  his  intention  to  come  to  Erie  County  and 
spend  the  balance  of  the  summer  and  the  coming  winter  with  his 
family  in  the  house  of  this  deponent;  that  he  had  no  intention  of  going 
South  or  of  participating  actively  in  any  manner  or  form  in  the  civil 
war  now  going  on  in  the  country;  that  while  deponent  knows  that  the 
sympathies  of  said  Anderson  are  those  of  a  Southern  man  by  bifth 
and  education  he  also  knows  that  said  Anderson  has  frequently  said 
to  this  deponent  he  regarded  the  South  as  having  been  hasty  and  too 
precipitate  in  the  appeal  to  arms,  and  that  it  would  have  been  better 
to  have  sought  to  redress  political  evils  by  political  remedies;  that  on 
his  return  from  the  South  said  Anderson  told  deponent  he  had  seen 
both  sides  of  the  controversy  and  heard  the  prominent  men  of  both 
sides  talk  and  that  he  should  side  with  neither  party  but  remain 
neutral,  or  words  to  that  effect  and  import;  that  from  the  many  and 
various  conversations  tliis  deponent  has  had  with  Mr.  Anderson  he  is 
well  persuaded  that  the  firm  purpose  of  said  Anderson  was  to  remain 
neutral  in  this  controversy.  And  deponent  firmly  believes  said  Ander- 
son has  done  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  said  position;  that  he 
desired  a  preservation  of  the  union  of  the  States.  And  deponent 
further  says  that  said  Anderson  is  a  slim  man,  of  slender  constitution 
and  health,  and  from  the  letters  of  said  Anderson  to  his  family  and 
from  what  deponent  knows  of  his  health  the  confinement  of  said 
Anderson  will  be  and  is  as  deponent  verily  believes  prejudicial  to  his 
health  and  very  injurious  to  his  business  interests  and  the  real  welfare 
of  his  family.    And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

WM.  K.  BLASDELL. 

Sworn  before  me  this  4th  day  of  October,  1861. 

CUYLER  GAERETT, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Buffalo. 
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IlnclosnTe  Ho.  2.1 

John  C.  Strong,  of  [Buffalo,  F.  Y.],  being  duly  sworn  says  that  he  has 
known  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  spoken  of  in  the  foregoing  affidavit,  for 
three  or  four  years  last  past;  that  he  has  often  conversed  with  him  on 
the  political  subjects  of  the  day;  that  on  his  return  from  the  South  and 
some  time  in  June  last  as  deponent  now  remembers  the  time  he  had  a 
conversation  with  said  Anderson  at  the  Wadsworth  House  in  this  city; 
that  though  this  deponent  cannot  remember  the  precise  words  of  said 
Anderson  he  remembers  very  distinctly  that  he  disapproved  of  the 
hasty  action  of  the  leaders  in  the  Southern  States,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  war  might  have  been  avoided  and  all  the  evils  com- 
plained of  redressed  by  political  means;  that  from  conversations  with 
the  said  Anderson  deponent  verily  believes  it  was  his  firm  purpose  to 
attend  to  his  private  business  in  New  York  and  remain  neutral  during 
the  war,  taking  no  active  part  with  the  one  party  or  the  other;  that 
while  said  Anderson  had  the  symi)athies  and  feelings  of  a  Southern 
man  and  expressed  them  deponent  believes  it  was  the  firm  purpose  of 
said  Anderson  to  refrain  from  all  or  any  active  participation  in  the 
controversy  and  attend  to  his  own  private  business.  And  further 
deponent  saith  not. 

JNO.  C.  STRONG. 

Sworn  before  me  this  4th  day  of  September  [October],  1861. 

CUYLER  GAEBETT, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds  for  Buffalo. 

[InclOBnre  Ko.  3.] 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Blasdell  and  Mr.  Strong  who  have 
made  the  foregoing  statements.  They  are  respectable  citizens  and  are 
entitled  to  full  confidence.  I  commend  them  to  your  favorable  consider- 
ation. You  will  probably  recollect  John  C.  Strong  who  formerly 
resided  at  Geneva  and  praticed  law  in  the  Seventh  district.  He  will 
write  you  personally  on  this  subject. 

E.  G.  SPAULDING. 

Department  op  State,  WasMrigton,  October  9, 1861. 
Hon.  E.  G.  Spaulding,  Buffalo,  N.  T. 

SiK :  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  New 
York  Harbor,  has  been  this  day  directed  to  release  Mr.  Samuel  J. 
Anderson  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaging  not  to 
enter  or  communicate  with  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  during  the  pres- 
ent hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '       -^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

FoET  Hamilton,  N'ew  York  Harbor,  October  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  oath  of  allegiance  and  parole  of  Samuel  J. 
Anderson  whom  I  have  this  day  released  by  your  order.    *    *    * 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  «ervant^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 
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[Inclosnre  TSlo.  1.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  T.,  October  11, 1861. 
I,  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  do  hereby  give  my  word  of  honor  that  I  will 
neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any  correspondence 
or  communication  whatever  with  them  during  the  present  hostilities 
without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

S.  J.  ANDEESOK 

[Inclosnre  "So,  2.] 

State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Samuel  J.  Anderson,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  iiUegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

S.  J.  ANDEESON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  11th  day  of  October,  1861. 

CHAELES  W.  CHUECH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

79  Spring  Street,  New  York,  October  IS,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  After  thanking  you  for  the  promptness  of  your  attention  to  my 
case  I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  calling  on 
you  within  a  few  days.  I  have  a  letter  from  John  A.  Kennedy,  esq., 
to  you  which  I  shall  retain  until  I  reach  Washington.  I  have  taken  an 
obligation  which  is  binding  upon  me  and  which  I  have  no  inclination 
to  qualify  or  evade.  This  obligation  was  imposed  upon  me  as  the  con- 
dition of  my  release  from  a  distressing  and  ruinous  imprisonment.  I 
have  taken  it  and  will  keep  it.  I  shall  ask,  sir,  to  be  permitted  to  bring 
to  your  ofiQcial  notice  certain  facts  in  relation  to  individuals  now  incar- 
cerated in  Fort  Lafayette  which  from  my  recent  association  with  them 
I  am  enabled  to  do  with  accuracy.* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S,  J.  ANDEESON. 


KiRKWOOD  House,  Washington,  October  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  arrived  here  this  morning.  I  inclose  a  letter  from  John 
A.  Kennedy,  esq.  May  I  ask  you  to  indicate  an  hour  when  I  may 
expect  the  honor  of  an  interview  ? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
S.  J.  ANDEESON. 

*  See  p.  688  et  aeq.  for  case  of  Robert  Elliot. 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  619 

[Inoloanre.] 

Office  of  the  Sxn»T.  Metkopolitan  Police, 

New  York,  October  13, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed. 

Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  is  Mr.  S.  J.  Anderson,  lately  confined  at 
Lafayette.  He  desires  au  opportunity  to  communicate  with  you  per- 
sonally. I  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  introduce  him.  He  is  a  man 
of  education  and  capacity  and  may  prove  of  value  at  this  time,  as 
he  feels  himself  entirely  severed  from  his  former  friends  by  recent 
events. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY. 


AsTOE  House,  New  York,  November  1, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sib  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Erie  County  after  an  absence  of  some 
ten  days.  I  can  perceive  no  prospect  of  obtaining  suitable  employ- 
ment for  my  mental  and  physical  energies  hereabouts.  My  political 
course  and  predilections  have  separated  me  from  my  former  political 
friends  here,  and  the  conditions  of  my  parole  sever  me  from  my  friends 
in  the  South.  Those  conditions,  however,  are  subject  to  remission  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  I  have  agreed  not  to  go  to  a  seceded  State  or 
write  to  any  one  therein  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am  therefore  invited  indirectly  to  apply  for  that  permission.  Polit- 
ical friends  of  yours,  sir,  somewhat  interested  in  my  affairs,  have  kindly 
tendered  their  good  ofBces  to  obtain  a  passport  from  you  releasing  me 
from  my  parole.  I  have  concluded,  however,  to  select  the  more  direct 
method  of  addressing  you  personally.  I  therefore  ask  you,  sir,  to 
grant  me  a  remission  of  my  parole,  which  I  have  no  inclination  to  vio- 
late. Situated  as  I  now  am  I  am  useless  to  myself  and  to  others.  As 
an  humble  individual  I  would  appeal  to  the  magnanimity  of  a  powerful 
Government  which  could  receive  no  perceptible  detriment  at  my  hands 
even  if  I  were  its  bitterest  foe.  But  I  respectfully  submit  that  I  can- 
not be  so  considered  while  I  firmly  adhere  to  the  motto,  "  Union  and 
liberty,  one  and  inseparable,  now  and  forever." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully  and  truly,  your  petitioner, 

S.  J.  ANDERSON. 


New  Yoek,  July  32, 1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sie  :  I  address  this  to  you  for  obvious  reasons.  Tou  are  familiar 
with  my  case.  The  present  Secretary  of  War  was  not  in  office  when  I 
was  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  on  parole.  That  parole  was  dictated 
by  you  as  Secretary  of  State.  From  the  best  information  in  my  power 
to  obtain  I  was  arrested  by  order  of  General  Scott.  When  I  addressed 
President  Lincoln  inquiring  as  to  the  charges  against  me  he  replied  to 
me  in  prison  through  the  Adjutant-General.  When  I  was  released  on 
parole,  however,  my  release  came  through  your  office.  I  have  since  had 
the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  subject  of  remitting  my  parole.  It 
now  appears  from  the  public  prints  that  Generals  Hill  and  Dix  are  to 
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meet  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  upon  a  permanent  basis  of  exchange 
of  prisoners,  &c.,  and  that  lists  of  all  prisoners  confined  and  on  parole 
are  to  be  furnished.  I  have  to  request  that  my  name  may  not  be  omitted 
from  the  list  of  prisoners  on  parole. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  J.  ANDERSON. 


Case  of  Ellis  B.  Schnabel. 

This  person  was  arrested  in  Connecticut  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that 
State  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  August  29, 1861,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty;  with  making 
treasonable  harangues  at  peace  meetings  in  Connecticut  and  with  pub- 
licly denouncing  the  Government.  An  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  dated  September  5, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke, 
commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Schnabel  on  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Schnabel  declined  to  take  the  oath  and  his  release 
at  this  time,  but  subsequently  expressed  a  desire  to  be  released  on  tak- 
ing the  oath  and  an  order  was  issued  from  said  Department  October 
22, 1861,  again  directing  Colonel  Burke  to  release  Schnabel  on  his  tak- 
ing the  oath.  He  was  accordingly  released  October  24,  1861. — From 
Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty  J' 


Office  of  the  T7.  S.  Attorney,  Newark,  August  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE :  The  U.  S.  marshal  of  this  State  has  to-day  seized  two  trunks 
belonging  to  Ellis  B.  Schnabel,  yesterday  arrested  in  Connecticut  and 
now  in  Fort  Lafayette.    He  wishes  me  to  direct  him  what  to  do  with 
them,  and  I  therefore  refer  to  you  for  instructions. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBET, 

TJ.  S.  Attorney. 

Office  op  the  U.  S.  Attorney,  Newark,  September  2, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE:  The  trunks  of  ElUs  B.  Schnabel  seized  by  the  marshal  of  this 

State  were  examined  to-day  and  nothing  of  a  suspicious  or  doubtful 

character  found.    The  papers  consisted  chiefly  of  old  correspondence 

and  notes  for  Douglas  speeches.    No  recent  correspondence  appeared. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  New  Jersey. 

Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  September  5, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Bueke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  Ellis  B.  Schnabel,  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  may  be  dis- 
charged upon  the  condition  of  swearing  before  a  competent  magistrate 
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to  the  oath*  of  allegiance  in  the  form  herewith  transmitted.  The  dis- 
charge should  also,  however,  be  accompanied  by  a  proper  admonition 
to  the  prisoner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


FoET  Hamilton,  New  Torlc  Harbor,  September  8, 1861, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  Washington  City. 
Sir  :  Ellis  B.  Schnabel  is  still  a  prisoner,  he  having  refused  or  declined 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  forwarded  to  me  from  your  Department 
on  the  5th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenamt- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding, 


FoET  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  September  10, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Sie  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  letter  from  one  of  the  prisoners.  I  do  not 
feel  myself  at  liberty  to  withhold  it  although  it  not  being  in  my  opinion 
respectful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U,  S,  Army,  Commanding. 

[IncloBore.] 

Foet  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  September  8, 1861, 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

SiE:  The  officer  in  command  of  this  fort  where  I  am  detained  as  a 
prisoner  at  your  instance  has  tendered  me  an  oath  as  a  condition  of  my 
release,  the  phraseology  of  which  is  so  extraordinary  that  in  my  humble 
opinion  no  true  lover  of  freedom,  no  honest  supporter  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  can  take  without  incurring  the  risk  of  being  compelled 
either  to  violate  his  oath  or  become  an  auxiliary  in  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Constitution  in  case  the  Government  should  adopt  measures  involving 
an  infraction  of  that  instrument.  I  can  not  and  will  not  take  an  oath 
which  may  under  certain  contingencies  oblige  me  to  support  a  party  or 
sectional  organization.  I  will  follow  the  lead  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws— nothing  more,  nothing  less.  Nor  \t  ill  I  voluntarily  part  with  my 
rights  (as  required  by  the  terms  of  your  oath)  to  express  my  opinion  on 
all  measures  adopted  by  the  Administration  for  the  suppression  of  the 
existing  war.  There  is  wisdom  in  a  multiplicity  of  counsel.  Besides  I 
have  yet  to  learn  that  this  or  any  other  Administration  is,  was  or 
will  be  immaculate.  The  concluding  part  of  this  oath  requires  me  to 
surrender  my  constitutional  rights.  Sir,  I  will  surrender  them  only 
with  my  life.  My  ancestors  shed  their  blood  on  the  fields  of  the  Revo- 
lution to  secure  these  rights  for  me,  I  will  maintain  and  transmit  them 
if  possible  by  a  like  sacrifice. 

I  am  not  an  advocate  for  the  atrocious  doctrine  that  "  amidst  arms 
laws  are  silent,"  although  I  will  consent  to  take  an  oath  to  the  foUow- 

•  Not  found,  but  see  Schnabel  to  Seward,  p.  623. 
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ing  effect,  drawn  up  and  worded  by  myself,  for  until  you  are  proclaimed 
dictator  I  shall  dispute  your  right  to  dictate  any  oath  unknown  to  and 
unsanctioned  by  the  Constitution  and  laws:  That  I  will  support  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  obey  all  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
while  they  are  alive  upon  the  statute  book,  but  whilst  I  will  obey  a  bad 
law  I  will  at  the  same  time  claim  the  right  to  advocate  its  repeal  as 
speedily  as  possible,  else  I  am  a  slave,  Further  in  protecting  and 
defending  the  Constitution  I  will  maintain  the  undeniable  fact  that  the 
Union  is  the  greatest  blessing  to  our  country  (excepting  the  principles 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty)  that  a  kind  Providence  has  permitted  us 
to  enjoy,  and  that  the  free  States  are  mainly  indebted  to  that  Union 
for  their  unparalleled  prosperity  and  can  only  perpetuate  and  increase 
their  triumphs  beneath  that  grand  Federal  arch.  But  I  will  take  no 
oath  of  any  description  which  contains  some  hidden  purpose  covering 
an  intended  future  policy,  or  is  thrust  upon  me  merely  to  provide  a  pre- 
text for  my  release  from  this  Administration  jail.  If  I  am  guiltless 
(which  you  well  know  whether  I  am  or  not)  discharge  me  from  that 
fact;  it  alone  is  suflQcient. 

Ton,  sir,  have  acted  under  evil  and  impolitic  advisement  in  my 
arrest.  1  am  void  of  offense.  I  have  not  solicited  my  liberation  at 
your  hands  and  never  shall  nor  has  any  person  to  my  knowledge; 
nor  have  I  importuned  any  one  to  solicit  my  release.  Sir,  I  will  neither 
give  nor  take  anything  which  is  not  comprised  within  the  laws  of  my 
country.  The  tribunal  therein  established  I  seek  and  demand  as  the 
right  of  an  American  citizen.  When  the  laws  cease  to  protect  the 
remedy  of  the  outraged  citizen  then  becomes  plain  and  imperative.  I 
await  my  trial,  sir,  although  I  will  unhesitatingly  make  oath  to  the 
effect  above  mentioned  for  the  following  reasons : 

First.  Because  I  am  already  bound  by  a  similar  oath  as  a  member  of 
the  legal  profession  together  with  my  hereditary  obligation  and  because 
my  sense  of  duty,  my  conscience  and  judgment  approve.  Up  to  this 
moment  my  whole  life  attests  the  faithful  fulfillment  and  observance  of 
these  sacred  and  solemn  responsibilities. 

Second.  Because  in  case  I  did  not  renew  this  oath  the  bare  fact  that 
an  oath  was  tendered  and  refused  would  afibrd  a  pretext  for  the  parti- 
san press  to  charge  me  with  treasonable  purposes,  otherwise  it  would 
be  proclaimed  I  could  not  reasonably  hesitate  to  take  the  oath.  That 
press  has  already  abused  the  public  mind  by  falsehood  in  relation  to 
the  meeting  I  addressed  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn. 

I  will  therefore  take  the  oath  described  by  myself  to  do  my  duty 
(which  has  been  done  heretofore  and  would  be  ecjually  well  done  with- 
out the  additional  aflftrmation)  as  one  mode  of  self-defense.  At  the 
same  time  I  cannot  reconcile  my  mind  to  the  opinion  that  the  mere 
offer  of  an  oath  to  a  man  free  from  all  charge  of  error  is  not  a  sinister 
mode  of  casting  an  imputation  upon  his  conduct,  especially  as  your  let- 
ter ordering  the  oath  to  be  tendered  directs  that  1  be  discharged  with 
a  rebuke  or  reprimand.  Sir,  until  I  am  proved  guilty  of  some  offense 
if  you  or  Colonel  Burke  or  President  Lincoln  himself  attempts  a  repri- 
mand I  shall  resent  on  the  spot  the  indignity  offered  as  a  gratuitous 
insult.  If  I  am  guilty  of  treason,  hang  me;  but  if  my  true  record 
shows  that  I  have  denounced  treason,  privation  of  rights  and  violation 
of  law  do  me  the  justice  to  which  I  am  entitled  uncoupled  with  unmanly 
circumstances,  I  know  my  rights  and  yours,  as  well  as  the  inflexible 
limits  which  the  people  will  fix  to  the  exercise  of  delegated  power- 
hence  it  is  useless  at  a  time  like  this  to  approach  me  in  an  oblique 
manner.    Prefer  your  charges,  confront  me  with  my  accusers,  summon 
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a  jury  of  my  peers,  try  me  by  the  laws  of  the  land  if  there  are  any 
remaining.  I  will  abide  the  result.  Or  with  frank  dignity  acknovri- 
edge  your  error  in  my  arrest  and  open  the  iron  doors  of  your  prison  to 
a  man  whose  devotion  to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution  is  at  the  very 
least  equal  to  that  of  the  most  valiant  champion  of  your  peculiar  views. 
The  cause  of  our  unhappy  country  will  be  better  served  by  fair  dealing 
tending  to  allay  unnecessary  and  dangerous  excitement  rather  than  by 
heaping  up  wrongs  calculated  to  arouse  bitter  personal  hostilities. 

I  have  written  in  great  haste  as  I  have  received  word  from  Colonel 
Burke  that  my  answer  is  desired  at  once;  hence  have  neither  time  nor 
opportunity  to  review  or  digest  this  communication.  May  God  bless 
our  distracted  country,  preserve  our  Constitution,  perpetuate  our  great 
Union  and  imbue  all  public  ofidcers  and  private  citizens  with  a  gener- 
ous love  of  liberty  and  strict  obedience  to  the  laws. 
Eespectftilly, 

ELLIS  B.  SCHNABEL. 

P.  S. — It  would  be  well  to  examine  carefully  the  oath  tendered  me, 
as  you  have  made  interlineations  with  a  pen  in  the  printed  form  and 
erased  part  of  the  original  the  import  of  which  now  you  may  not  have 
sufficiently  considered : 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  sapport,  protect  and  defend  the  Constitution  and 
GoveToment  of  the  United  States  against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign, 
and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance, 
resolution  or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  fall  determination,  pledge  and  pui-pose, 
without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  further  that  I  will  not 
by  speaking  or  correspondence  interfere  with  the  measures  of  the  Government  for 
suppressing  the  existing  insurrection.    So  help  me  God. 


WiE  Department,  Washington,  September  10, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Btjekb,  Fort  Hamilton: 

You  will  now  retain  Ellis  B.  Schnabel  a  prisoner,  and  not  again  tender 
him  the  oath  which  be  refused. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Jeesey  City,  September  12, 1861. 
Mr,  Webstee. 

Dear  Sie:  It  has  been  reported  that  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Schnabel,  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  was  tendered  his  liberty 
yesterday  if  he  would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  Wiiich  he  refused  to 
take.  My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  put  you  in  a  way  of  gaining 
information  regarding  this  man.  I  refer  you  to  E.  Van  Valkingburgh, 
who  can  inquire  of  Mr.  Weldon  (who  you  know  by  reputation),  whb 
can  give  you  information  by  which  it  can  be  proven  that  Schnabel  was 
in  Richmond  last  spring.  I  have  had  near  100  arguments  with  him 
myself  up  to  within  one  week  of  his  arrest  and  upon  all  occasions  he  was 
loud  in  his  denunciations  of  the  present  Administration.  He  is  a  bad 
man  who  with  his  power  of  declamation  can  do  great  harm.  He  is 
well  known  in  Jersey  City  and  all  affirm  that  the  Government  would 
do  well  by  keeping  him  confined  until  the  war  is  over. 

Very  respectfoUy,  yours,  b.  VAN  RIPER, 

Superintendent  Folding  Department,  U.  8.  Senate. 
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Superintendent  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlc,  September  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  In  relation  to  Mr.  Ellis  B.  Schnabel  and  the  propriety  of  his 
being  speedily  released  from  arrest  it  is  proper  that  I  should  say  to  you 
that  he  had  attracted  my  attention  before  he  went  to  Connecticut  to 
make  peace  speeches.  An  agent  of  Mr.  Samuel  Colt  came  down  to 
New  York  in  search  of  Schnabel  in  the  early  part  of  August,  and  fail- 
ing to  find  him  called  on  the  police  for  assistance.  Schnabel  was  found 
and  au  interview  was  had,  but  the  proceedings  were  conducted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  excite  my  suspicion  that  some  improper  proceeding  was 
contemplated  between  Colt  and  Schnabel.  I  inferred  from  disconnected 
remarks  of  the  parties  that  Schnabel  had  a  commission  to  purchase 
arms,  which  Colt  having  ascertained  had  sent  his  agent  to  New  York 
to  secure  the  customer,  having  been  long  ago  convinced  that  Colt  was 
ready  to  sell  his  wares  to  whoever  paid  most. 

On  the  strength  of  this,  instead  of  writing  I  sent  the  officer  who  had 
assisted  in  searching  up  Schnabel  to  Hartford  to  report  the  whole  affair 
to  Governor  Buckingham  and  put  him  on  his  guard  against  Colt  and 
Schnabel.  His  acknowledgment  to  me  of  the  service  is  dated  August 
14,  which  fixes  the  time  of  S.  going  to  Connecticut  on  the  invitation  of 
Colt,  and  shows  that  although  I  was  in  error  in  supposing  Colt  wanted 
him  to  buy  arms  he  had  other  occupation  for  him,  for  he  immediately 
opened  his  peace  campaign  after  reaching  Hartford.  He  had  no  sooner 
begun  his  traitorous  harangues  than  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  fired  up  and 
sent  me  by  the  hands  of  his  attorney  in  New  York  a  complaint  against 
Schnabel  for  having  obtained  from  him  under  false  pretenses  his  sig- 
nature to  an  instrument  of  writing  (a  note  of  hand  for  $500)  in  Decem- 
ber of  1856.  My  officer  was  after  Schnabel,  and  was  only  an  hour  or 
so  behind  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  Connecticut  when  he  made  the  arrest. 
These  papers  have  since  been  returned  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  he  only  being 
influenced  by  the  design  of  arresting  his  treason  by  arresting  Schnabel 
himself. 

I  know  of  no  good  reason  for  letting  him  out  and  keeping  others  in 
confinement.  He  is  a  very  plausible  man  and  had  the  sagacity  with 
S.  J.  Anderson  to  treat  Stanley  kindly  while  the  others  regarded  him 
with  suspicion.  It  would  probably  be  well  to  institute  an  inquiry  some- 
where and  ascertain  who  paid  his  expenses  and  was  to  continue  paying 
them  during  his  sojourn  in  Connecticut.  He  had  but  little  money  when 
arrested,  and  the  landlord  where  he  had  been  stopping  in  Jersey  City 
has  a  lien  on  his  baggage  of  $138.  I  examined  the  baggage  but  found 
nothing  wrong  in  it. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Swperintendient. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  8th  of  September  last  in  reference  to  a 
certain  oath  and  reprimand  tendered  to  me.  I  took  exceptions  to  the 
oath  on  account  of  an  interpolation  which  under  certain  circumstances 
would  have  made  me  swear  away  all  my  rights  and  interests  in  my 
country  and  her  institutions.  I  felt  the  reprimand  an  insult  because  a 
reprimand  is  a  penalty  imposed  as  the  consequence  of  a  conviction  for 
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some  offense.  I  had  committed  no  offense  and  according  to  the  best 
information  I  could  get  was  charged  with  none  and  certainly  was  not 
tried  or  convicted  of  any.  Tou  did  not  answer  my  letter  wherein  I 
offered  to  take  a  proper  oath  embodying  everything  that  comprised 
true  loyalty  and  unlimited  defense  pf  the  Constitution. 

I  waited  until  I  obtained  a  copy  of  the  usual  oath  presented  to 
l)risoner8  here,  which  is  a  month  since.  I  immediately  informed  the 
commanding  oflScer  (Lieutenant  Wood)  that  I  would  take  that  oath 
and  he  promised  to  inform  you  to  that  effect.  After  a  week  elapsed 
upon  inquiry  I  learned  that  he  had  not  done  so.  This  was  extraordi- 
nary. I  resolved  to  address  Secretary  Cameron,  between  whom  and 
myself  friendly  relations  have  existed  without  interruption  from  my 
boyhood.  He  immediately  proclaimed  himself  my  enemy,  asserting 
through  the  columns  of  a  public  print  that  I  had  no  character  and  that 
he  returned  my  communication*  unopened.  1  addressed  him  because 
you  did  not  answer  my  first  letter  and  I  inferred  that  the  order  to 
reprimand  emanated  from  you.  I  endeavored  last  week  to  discover 
who  framed  the  oath  and  ordered  the  reprimand.  Colonel  Burke 
referred  me  to  the  War  Department  for  answers  to  my  interrogatories. 
This  seems  to  indicate  that  Secretary  Cameron  forwarded  the  oath  and 
ordered  the  reprimand.  If  such  is  the  case  I  would  feel  relieved  to  be 
enabled  to  qualify  my  first  communication.  If  it  is  not  inconsistent 
with  your  relations  with  the  Secretary  of  War  to  inform  me  I  should 
be  very  much  obliged.  In  my  letter  to  Secretary  Cameron  I  went  into 
a  full  account  of  all  the  circumstances  of  my  arrest  and  imprisonment, 
also  informing  him  that  I  was  ready  at  all  times  to  take  the  usual  oath 
of  allegiance.  I  further  (as  in  my  letter  to  you)  demanded  a  trial,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  summon  the  abolitionists  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  who  were  at  the  meeting  I  addressed  in  large  numbers;  that  I 
would  be  willing  to  be  tried  by  them  alone.  I  would  not  call  a  solitary 
witness;  neither  Democrat,  peace  man  nor  Eepublican  should  be  sum- 
moned in  my  behalf.  None  but  those  supposed  to  be  my  worst  enemies 
should  testify  and  I  pledged  myself  not  even  to  cross-examine  them, 
so  conscious  am  I  of  being  free  from  all  offense,  even  remotely.  Had 
you  been  present  at  the  meeting  you  would  have  promptly  counter- 
manded the  order  for  arrest,  I  believed  then  that  the  order  for  arrest 
was  on  the  principle  of  prevention,  for  it  was  after  me  before  I  had 
opened  my  lips.  Thinking  that  a  speedy  satisfaction  would  be  accorded 
me — for  you  should  have  informed  yourself  immediately  of  the  true 
state  of  the  facts  when  such  extraordinary  process  is  resorted  to  as 
the  imprisoning  of  a  citizen  without  warrant  or  accusation— I  went  to 
Connecticut  on  law  business  and  was  invited  to  address  a  meeting.  I 
found  a  bad  state  of  the  public  mind.  I  determined  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment and  did  perhaps  more  toward  that  end  than  any  effort  yet  made 
by  the  Administration.  Your  Eepublican  friends  and  even  the  officer 
who  arrested  me  (Mr.  Peck,  of  Litchfield)  declaring  after  hearing  me 
that  "I  had  effectually  stopped  the  mouths  of  all  seceders"  and  will 
tell  you  so  now.  These  men  you  should  have  consulted  before  permit- 
ting a  Northern  citizen  devoted  through  his  whole  life  to  the  Consti- 
tution, Union  and  prosperity  of  his  country  to  remain  thus  long  in 
confinement. 

This  note  is  simply  to  remind  you  again  of  that  which  has  been 
before  the  Government  for  a  month— that  I  am  ready  (as  I  have  always 
been)  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  presented  to  others.    This  an  honor- 

*  Not  found. 
1,  VOL  II 
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able  man  can  faithfully  and  safely  observe.  The  very  day  I  had  the 
other  oath  presented  me  I  notified  your  agents  here  to  the  same  effect. 
If  the  above  meets  with  your  views  you  will  please  immediately  inform 
me  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  haste  is  the  sad  afdictions  falling  upon 
those  nearest  and  dearest  to  me  on  earth.  I  have  received  through  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Burke  a  solemn  summons  to  scenes  of  sorrow  antt 
approaching  death,  hence  I  cannot  fail  to  ask  a  reply  without  delay  for 
thus  only  can  I  discharge  dutifully  the  sacred  obligations  now  suddenly 
cast  upon  me. 

Very  respectfully, 

ELLIS  B.  SCHNABEL. 

P.  S.— In  addition,  sir,  I  would  wish  in  case  any  immediate  action  is 
taken  in  my  case  which  humanity  demands  to  be  informed  whether 
any  charge  has  been  brought  against  me  so  that  I  can  acquit  myself  of 
all  censure  cast  upon  me  by  newspaper  misrepresentations,  or  if  it  is 
more  agreeable  after  I  attend  to  the  duties  that  sorrow  and  distress 
has  imposed  unexpectedly  upon  me  signify  whether  I  shall  come  to 
Washington  to  correct  the  record  if  any  exists 

E.  B.  S. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sib  :  One  week  since  I  wrote  you  a  second  time  in  reference  to  my 
imprisonment.  No  notice  is  taken  of  my  communications  to  you,  and  yet 
you  have  kept  me  in  prison  for  two  months  without  assigning  cause,  with- 
out notice  of  charges,  without  hope  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  with- 
out trial  and  all  defense  denied  although  all  these  have  been  demanded 
by  me  six  weeks  ago.  These  things  satisfy  me  that  I  am  held  without 
any  known  cause  but  political  vindictiveness.  Who  the  primary  perse- 
cutors are  I  am  totally  ignorant  of.  Your  protracted  silence  I  consider 
as  a  refusal  to  afford  the  opportunity  to  an  outraged  citizen  to  redress 
an  atrocious  grievance. 

I  have  within  a  short  time  had  the  propitious  occasion  to  put  in  the 
hands  of  my  friends  outside  this  prison  all  the  documents,  letters,  cor- 
respondence and  facts  connected  with  my  imprisonment.  I  retained 
only  a  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  you,  and  herewith  send  you  again  a 
copy  asking  that  it  be  put  on  file  in  the  State  Department  for  future 
reference.  With  this  note  and  the  accompanying  copy  my  intercourse 
with  your  Department  ceases,  from  the  conviction  that  I  am  strug- 
gling in  vain  to  obtain  justice  or  even  a  hearing.  About  all  the  injury, 
loss  and  suffering  that  can  be  put  upon  me  I  have  already  endured. 
Hence  since  the  innocent  are  to  have  no  redress  but  must  continue 
to  suffer  the  wrong  I  am  constrained  to  abide  tiiat  period  of  justi- 
fication which  I  trust  the  future  will  soon  afford.  We  will  both  await 
in  our  respective  positions  coming  events — you  in  a  position  self-chosen ; 
I  in  one  forced  in  violation  of  all  law  and  right — denied  even  the  knowl- 
edge of  any  charge  against  me.  I  believe  there  isnone,  as  none  can  be 
made  with  truth  where  myself  or  sentiments  are  known.  I  now  rest 
with  this  further  demand  that  you  immediately  up(m  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter forward  to  the  Hon.  Charles  O'Conor,  of  New  York  City,  a  pass  to 
visit  me  forthwith  as  counsel.  This  I  am  entitled  to  by  all  the  con- 
stitutions and  laws  of  my  country.  I  have  addressed  him  to-day  upon 
the  subject  and  consequently  insist  upon  seeing  him  for  the  purposes 
of  consultation,  defense  and  redress. 
Very  respectfully, 

Tf.T.T.TSi  TJ    Hncrxr  AijTi\T. 
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Dbpaktmenx  op  State,  Washington,  October  22, 1861. 
Lieut.  Ool.  Martin  Bueke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N".  Y. 

Colonel  :  Tou  will  release  Mr.  Ellis  B.  Schnabel  on  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 


State  of  New  Toek,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Ellis  B.  Schnabel,  do  solemnly  affirm  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  par])ose,  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 
which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

ELLIS  B.  SCHNABEL. 

Affirmed  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  October, 
1861. 

CHAELES  W.  OHUEOEL 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Case  of  William  Patrick  and  J.  C.  Rahming. 

This  person  [William  Patrick]  was  arrested  in  New  York  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  August  28, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
He  was  charged  with  having  corresponded  and  transacted  business  of 
a  commercial  character  with  persons  residing  in  the  insurrectionary 
States  in  violation  of  the  President's  proclamation  of  August  16, 1861. 
An  order  was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  State  September  11 ,  1861, 
directing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to 
release  Patrick.  The  said  William  Patrick  was  accordingly  released 
September  13, 1861,  nnconditionally,  claiming  to  be  a  British  subject. 

John  C.  Bahming  was  arrested  by  order  of  John  A.  Kennedy,  super- 
intendent of  police  at  New  York  City,  September  2, 1861,  and  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged 
with  attempting  to  induce  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Arctic  to  take 
cannon  from  Nassau  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  An 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September  14, 
1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  ten- 
der Bahming  his  release  on  his  giving  a  bond  with  a  penalty  of  $2,500 
with  sureties,  &c.,  that  during  his  abode  in  this  country  he  will  do 
nothing  hostile  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
accordingly  released  September  18,  1861. — From  Record  Book,  State 
Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^ 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  3, 1861. 
Thuelow  Weed,  E.  M.  Blatchfoed,  and  Robert  Murray,  Esqs. 
Gentlemen:  Tour  letter*  relating  to  the  case  of  *  *  *  William 
Patrick  has  been  received.  *  *  *  Smith  &  Patrick  are  agents  of 
an  illegal  and  treasonable  European  correspondence.  Smith  is  in 
Europe  and  Patrick  is  enlightened  by  many  intercepted  letters  in  pos- 
session of  the  Department.    He  cannot  be  released. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Office  of  Supt.  of  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  September  3, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  I  send  you  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Inspector  Carpenter  Mr.  J.  C.  Rahming,  of  36  South  street,  New  York, 
to  be  detained  at  Fort  Lafayette,    You  will  please  remit  by  Mr.  Car- 
penter a  receipt  for  his  body. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  5, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.: 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Lyons  and 
with  reference  to  his  unoflScial  note  of  this  date*  has  the  honor  to  inform 
him  that  directions  have  been  given  in  the  proper  quarter  to  extend  to 
William  Patrick  any  indulgence  which  his  health  may  require  and 
which  is  not  incompatible  with  his  safe-keeping. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  5, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. : 

The  British  minister  represents  that  the  health  of  William  Patrick  is 
endangered  by  the  manner  in  which  he  is  confined  at  rjight.  Should 
this  be  so  give  him  any  indulgence  which  you  can  compatibly  with  his 
safety. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  [li\,  1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  read  the  communication*  of  Mr.  Archibald  to  you 
concerning  the  case  of  William  Patrick.  Intercepted  correspondence, 
letters  to  Smith,  of  the  house  of  Smith  &  Patrick,  and  similar  letters 
addressed  to  the  care  of  that  firm  show  that  the  house  has  been  made 
a  channel  for  communication  between  insurgent  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  home  and  their  correspondents  and  agents  who  are  in  Europe 
engaged  in  procuring  munitions  of  war  for  the  overthrow  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. 


*  Not  found. 
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The  Government  lias  been  prepared  by  the  favorable  reports  it  has 
heard  of  Mr.  Patrick  since  his  arrest  to  believe  what  Mr.  Archibald 
states — that  he  has  not  willingly  consented  to  be  implicated  in  this 
treasonable  correspoudeuce  in  which  his  partner  Smith  is  so  deeply 
compromitted.  I  have  therefore  by  authority  of  the  President  directed 
that  he  shall  be  released  from  confinement.  This  is  the  more  cheerfully 
done  because  the  publicity  of  what  has  happened  will  probably  be  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  further  attempts  to  employ  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Pat- 
rick as  a  medium  of  treasonable  communication.  I  return  the  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Archibald  as  proposed. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Bueke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  discharge  William  Patrick,  who 
has  for  some  time  past  been  confined  as  a  political  prisoner  at  Fort 
Lafayette. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  12, 1861. 
Eight  Hon,  Lord  Lyons,  &c.: 

The  Secretary  of  State  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Lyons  and 
acknowledges  the  receipt  under  cover  from  his  lordship  of  a  report* 
from  Mr.  Archibald,  the  British  consul  at  New  York,  relative  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Eahming,  a  British  subject  detained  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
That  report  is  under  consideration  with  other  papers  appertaining  to 
the  case. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  14, 1861, 
Col.  Martin  Bttrke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  may  inform  Mr.  Eahming,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
that  he  may  be  released  upon  giving  a  bond  with  a  penalty  to  the 
amount  of  $2,500  and  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  U.  S. 
attorney  that  during  his  abode  in  this  country  he  will  do  nothing  hos- 
tile to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Washington,  October  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  much  concerned  to  find  that 
two  British  subjects,  Mr.  Patrick  and  Mr.  Eahming,  had  been  subjected 
to  arbitrary  arrest,  and  although  they  had  learned  from  a  telegraphic 
dispatch  from  me  that  Mr.  Patrick  had  been  released  they  could  not 
but  regard  the  matter  as  one  requiring  their  very  serious  consideration. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  perceive  that  when  British  subjects  as  well 
as  American  citizens  are  arrested  they  are  immediately  transferred  to  a 
military  prison  and  that  the  military  authorities  refuse  to  pay  obedience 

*  Not  found. 
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to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Her  Majesty's  Governmeut  conceive  that 
this  practice  is  directly  opposed  to  the  maxim  of  the  Oonstitutiou  of 
the  United  States  that  uo  persou  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or 
property  without  due  process  of  law. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  are  willing,  however,  to  make  every  allow- 
ance for  the  hard  necessities  of  a  time  of  internal  trouble,  and  they 
would  not  have  been  surprised  if  the  ordinary  securities  of  personal 
liberty  had  been  temporarily  suspended  nor  would  they  have  complained 
if  British  subjects  falling  under  suspicion  had  suffered  from  the  conse- 
quences of  that  suspension.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  Congress  has 
sanctioned  in  this  respect  any  departure  from  the  due  course  of  lawj 
and  it  is  in  these  circumstances  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have 
advised  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  arbitrary  arrests  of  British 
subjects  are  illegal. 

So  far  as  it  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  United  States  exercises  upon  the  reports  of  spies  and 
informers  the  power  of  depriving  British  subjects  of  their  liberty,  of 
retaining  them  in  prison  or  liberating  them  by  his  own  will  and  pleasure. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  regard  this  despotic  and  arbi- 
trary power  as  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
as  at  variance  with  the  treaties  of  amity  subsisting  between  the  two 
nations  and  as  tending  to  prevent  the  resort  of  British  subjects  to  the 
United  States  for  purposes  of  trade  and  industry. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have  therefore  felt  bound  to  instruct  me 
to  remonstrate  against  such  irregular  proceedings  and  to  say  that  in 
their  opinion  the  authority  of  Congress  is  necessary  in  order  to  justify 
the  arbitrary  arrest  and  imprisonment  of  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  14, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  lordship's  note 
of  the  present  date.  In  that  paper  you  inform  me  that  the  British 
Government  is  much  concerned  to  find  that  two  British  subjects,  Mr. 
Patrick  and  Mr,  Eahming,  have  been  brought  under  arbitrary  arrest, 
and  that  although  Her  Majesty's  ministers  have  been  advised  by  you 
of  the  release  of  Mr.  Patrick  yet  they  cannot  but  regard  the  matters  as 
requiring  the  very  serious  consideration  of  their  Government.  You 
further  inform  me  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  perceive  that  when 
British  subjects  as  well  as  American  citizens  are  arrested  they  are 
transferred  to  a  military  prison  and  that  the  military  authorities  refuse 
to  pay  obedience  to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  You  add  that  Her  Maj- 
esty's Government  conceive  that  this  practice  is  directly  opposed  to  tlie 
maxim  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  that  no  person  shall 
be  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law 
You  then  observe  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  nevertheless 
willing  to  make  every  allowance  for  the  hard  necessities  of  a  time  of 
internal  trouble,  and  they  would  not  have  been  surprised  if  the  ordi- 
nary securities  of  personal  liberty  had  been  temporarily  suspended 
nor  would  they  have  complained  if  British  subjects  falling  under  sus 
picion  had  suffered  from  the  consequences  of  that  suspension  But 
that  it  does  not  appear  that  Congress  has  sanctioned  in  this  respect 
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any  departure  from  the  due  course  of  law,  and  it  is  in  these  circum- 
stances that  the  law  oflBcers  of  the  Crown  have  advised  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  the  arrests  of  British  subjects  are  illegal. 

You  remark  further  that  so  far  as  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  exercises  upon  the 
reports  of  spies  and  assumes  the  power  of  depriving  British  subjects 
of  their  liberty  or  liberating  them  by  his  own  will  and  pleasure,  and 
you  inform  me  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  but  regard  this 
despotic  and  arbitrary  power  as  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  as  at  variance  with  the  treaties  of  amity  subsisting 
between  the  two  nations  and  as  tending  to  prevent  the  resort  ef  British 
subjects  to  the  United  States  for  purposes  of  trade  and  industry.  You 
conclude  with  informing  me  that  upon  these  grounds  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  felt  bound  to  instruct  you  to  remonstrate  against 
such  irregular  proceedings  and  to  say  that  in  their  opinion  the  author- 
ity of  Congress  is  necessary  in  order  to  justify  the  arbitrary  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  British  subjects. 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  two  persons  named  in  your  note  are  as 
follows :  Communications  from  the  regular  police  of  the  country  to  the 
Executive  at  Washington  showed  that  disloyal  persons  in  the  State  ot 
Alabama  were  conducting  treasonable  correspondence  with  Confeder- 
ates, British  subjects  and  American  citizens  in  Europe,  aimed  at  the 
overthrow  of  the  Federal  Union  by  armed  forces  actually  in  the  field 
and  besieging  the  capital  of  the  United  States.  A  portion  of  this  cor- 
respondence which  was  intercepted  was  addressed  to  the  firm  of  Smith 
&  Patrick,  brokers,  long  established  and  doing  business  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  It  appeared  that  this  firm  had  a  branch  at  Mobile;  that 
the  partner,  Smith,  is  a  disloyal  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  that 
he  was  in  Europe  when  the  treasonable  papers  were  sent  from  Mobile, 
addressed  through  the  house  of  Smith  &  Patrick  in  New  York.  On 
receiving  this  information  WiUiam  Patrick  was  arrested  and  committed 
into  military  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  United  States  addressed  to  the  police  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  These  proceedings  took  place  on  the  28th  of  August  last. 
Representations  were  thereupon  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
friends  of  Mr.  Patrick  to  the  effect  that  notwithstanding  his  associa- 
tions he  was  personally  loyal  to  this  Government,  and  that  he  was 
ignorant  of- the  treasonable  nature  of  the  correspondence  which  was 
being  carried  on  through  the  mercantile  house  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  Directions  were  thereupon  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  a  proper  agent  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  the  facts  thus  pre- 
sented and  this  inquiry  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  their  truth. 
Mr.  William  Patrick  was  thereupon  promptly  released  from  custody  by 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  This  release  occurred  on  the  13th 
day  of  September  last. 

On  the  2d  day  of  September  the  superintendent  of  police  in  the  city 
of  New  York  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  by  telegraph  that  he  had 
under  arrest  J.  C,  Eahming,  who  had  just  arrived  from  Nassau  where 
he  had  attempted  to  induce  the  owners  of  the  schooner  Arctic  to  take 
cannon  to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  rebels,  and 
inquired  what  should  he  do  with  the  prisoner.  J.  C.  Rahming  was 
thereupon  committed  into  military  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  under  a 
mandate  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  This  commitment  was  made  on 
the  2d  day  of  September.  On  the  17th  day  of  that  month  this  prisoner 
after  due  inquiry  was  released  from  custody  on  his  executing  a  bond  in 
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the  penalty  of  |2,500,  with  a  conditiou  that  he  should  thereafter  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  and  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious 
to  them  while  remaining  under  their  protection. 

I  have  to  regret  that  after  so  long  an  official  intercourse  between  the 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  it  should  be 
necessary  now  to  inform  Her  Majesty's  ministers  that  all  executive  pro- 
ceedings whether  of  the  Secretary  of  War  or  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
are  unless  disavowed  or  revoked  by  the  President  proceedings  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Certainly  it  is  not  necessary  to 
announce  to  the  British  Government  now  that  an  insurrection  attended 
by  civil  and  even  social  war  was  existing  in  the  United  States  when 
the  proceedings  which  I  have  thus  related  took  place.  But  it  does 
seem  necessary  to  state  for  the  information  of  that  Government  that 
Congress  is  by  the  Constitution  invested  with  no  executive  power  or 
responsibility  whatever,  and  on  the  contrary  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  invested  with  the  whole 
executive  power  of  the  Government,  and  charged  with  the  supreme 
direction  of  all  municipal  or  ministerial  civil  agents  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  Union,  and  that  invested  with  those 
ample  powers  he  is  charged  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  with  the  abso- 
lute duty  of  suppressing  insurrection  as  well  as  of  preventing  and 
repelling  invasion  and  that  for  these  purposes  he  constitutionally  exer- 
cises the  right  of  suspending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  whenever  and 
wheresoever  and  in  whatsoever  extent  the  public  safety  endangered  by 
treason  or  invasion  in  arms  in  his  judgment  requires. 

The  proceedings  of  which  the  British  Government  complain  were 
taken  upon  information  conveyed  to  the  President  by  legal  police 
authorities  of  the  country,  and  they  were  not  instituted  until  after  he 
had  suspended  the  great  writ  of  freedom  in  just  the  extent  that  in  view 
of  the  perils  of  the  State  he  deemed  necessary.  For  the  exercise  of 
that  discretion  he  as  well  as  his  advisersr— among  whom  are  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  State — is  responsible  by  law  before 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  of  the  Republic  and  amenable  also  to  the 
judgment  of  his  countrymen  and  the  enlightened  opinion  of  the  civilized 
world. 

A  candid  admission  contained  in  your  letter  relieves  me  of  any  neces- 
sity for  showing  that  the  Lwo  persons  named  therein  were  neither 
known  nor  supposed  to  be  British  subjects  when  the  proceedings 
occurred  and  that  in  every  case  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  residing  in  the 
United  States  and  under  their  protection  are  treated  during  the  pres- 
ent troubles  in  the  same  manner  aLd  with  no  greater  or  less  rigor  than 
American  citizens.  The  military  prison  which  was  used  for  the  tempo- 
rary detention  of  the  suspected  parties  is  a  fort  constructed  and  garri- 
soned for  the  public  defense.  The  military  officer  charged  with  their 
custody  has  declined  to  pay  obedience  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
but  the  refusal  was  made  in  obedience  to  an  express  direction  of  the 
President  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  all 
the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States.  Although  it  is  not 
very  important  it  certamly  is  not  entirely  irrelevant  to  add  that  so  far 
as  I  am  informed  no  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  attempted  to  be  served 
or  was  even  sent  out  or  applied  for  in  behalf  of  either  of  the  persons 
named,  although  in  a  case  not  dissimilar  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
issued  out  in  favor  of  another  British  subject  and  was  disobeyed  by  the 
direction  of  the  President. 

The  British  Government  have  candidly  conceded  in  the  remonstrance 
before  me  that  even  in  this  country  so  remarkable  for  so  long  an  enjoy- 
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ment  by  its  people  of  the  highest  immunities  of  personal  fieedom  war 
and  especially  civil  war  cannot  be  conducted  exclusively  in  the  forms 
and  with  the  dilatory  remedies  provided  by  municipal  laws  which  are 
adequate  to  the  preservation  of  public  order  in  a  time  of  peace.  Trea- 
son always  operates  if  possible  by  surprise,  and  prudence  and  humanity 
equally  require  that  violence  concocted  in  secret  shall  be  prevented  if 
practicable  by  unusual  and  vigorous  precaution.  I  amfully  aware  of  the 
inconveniences  which  result  from  the  practice  of  such  precautions, 
embarrassing  communities  in  social  life  and  affecting  perhaps  trade  and 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  But  the  American  people  after  hav- 
ing tried  in  every  way  to  avert  civil  war  have  accepted  it  at  last  as  a 
stern  necessity.  Their  chief  interest  while  it  lasts  is  not  the  enjoy- 
ments of  society  or  the  profits  of  trade  but  the  saving  of  the  national 
life.  That  life  saved  all  the  other  blessings  which  attach  to  it  will 
speedily  return  with  greater  assurance  of  continuance  than  ever 
before.  The  safety  of  the  whole  people  has  become  in  the  present 
emergency  the  supreme  law  and  so  long  as  the  danger  shall  exist  all 
classes  of  society,  equally  the  denizen  and  the  citizen,  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  the  measures  which  that  law  prescribes. 

This  Government  does  not  question  the  learning  of  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  British  Crown  or  the  justice  of  the  deference  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  pays  to  them.  Nevertheless  the  British  Government  will 
hardly  expect  that  the  President  will  accept  their  explanations  of  the 
Constitution  which  thus  expounded  would  leave  upon  him  the  sole 
executive  responsibility  of  suppressing  the  existing  insurrection  while 
it  would  transfer  to  Congress  the  most  material  and  indispensable 
power  to  be  employed  for  that  purpose.  Moreover  those  explanations 
find  no  support  in  the  letter  much  less  in  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
itself.  He  must  be  allowed  therefore  to  prefer  and  be  governed  by  the 
view  of  our  organic  national  law  which  while  it  will  enable  htm  to  exe- 
cute his  great  trust  with  complete  success  receives  the  sanction  of  the 
highest  authorities  of  our  own  country,  and  is  sustained  by  the  general 
consent  of  the  people  for  whom  alone  that  Constitution  was  established. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  offer  to  your  lordship  a  renewed 
assurance  of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Foreign  Office,  November  33, 1861. 
Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Loud:  Some  misapprehension  appears  to  have  prevailed  in 
respect  to  the  note  which  your  lordship  addressed  to  Mr.  Seward 
regarding  the  two  British  subjects,  Messrs.  Patrick  and  Eahming. 
Your  lordship  very  properly  according  to  the  instructions  I  had  given 
stated  to  Mr.  Seward  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  the  arrest 
of  British  subjects  and  the  refusal  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was 
illegal. 

It  seems  to  have  been  inferred,  and  Mr.  Seward  himself  countenances 
this  mistake,  that  the  British  Government  pretended  to  set  up  their 
reading  of  the  American  Constitution  as  of  greater  authority  than  the 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Such  was  obviously 
not  your  lordship's  meaning  or  mine.  It  is  necessary  in  every  case 
where  a  British  subject  complains  to  consult  the  law  of  the  country  in 
which  the  complaint  arises.  Thus  when  a  British  subject  complained 
last  year  of  detention  in  a  Prussian  prison  Her  Majesty's  Government 
took  pains  to  ascertain  the  provisions  of  the  Prussian  law  on  the  sub- 
~  ago  I  directed  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Madrid 
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to  complain  of  the  treatment  of  a  British  vessel  and  her  commander 
on  the  ground  that  the  Spanish  law  had  been  violated  by  that  treat- 
ment. It  is  obvious  that  so  long  as  the  British  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment complains  of  the  violation  of  right  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain 
the  nature  of  the  laws  of  which  the  violation  is  alleged,  otherwise 
the  complaint  can  only  be  directed  against  harshness  of  administra- 
tion and  excess  of  rigor. 

That  Her  Majesty's  Government  were  not  singular  in  believing  that 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  can  only  be  suspended  by  authority  of  Con- 
gress has  since  the  date  of  your  note  been  abundantly  shown.  A  judge 
issues  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  bring  up  the  body  of  a  minor  enlisted 
and  detained  in  the  ranks  of  the  U.  S.  Army.  Not  only  is  the  writ 
disobeyed  but  a  sentinel  is  placed  at  the  door  of  the  judge.  The  cir- 
cuit court  of  which  he  is  a  member  having  the  matter  before  them 
decide  that  they  do  not  doubt  their  power  to  regard  the  return  made 
by  the  deputy  marshal  as  insuflftcient  in  law  and  to  proceed  against 
the  officer  who  had  made  it  and  that  if  they  do  not  proceed  further  it  is 
because  they  have  no  physical  power.  If  this  view  required  confirma- 
tion it  may  be  said  that  very  able  lawyers  have  written  in  support 
of  this  doctrine. 

To  recur,  however,  to  the  remonstrance  which  I  directed  your  lord- 
ship to  address  to  Mr.  Seward  I  have  to  observe  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  never  had  it  in  contemplation  to  controvert  an  authorita- 
tive declaration  of  the  law  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  the  liberty 
of  persons  residing  therein.  What  Her  Majesty's  Government  doubted 
was  the  authority  of  the  President  to  set  aside  the  law  and  privilege  of 
habeas  corpus  by  his  sole  will  and  pleasure.  That  doubt  has  been 
shared  by  the  circuit  court  of  Washington  and  by  many  of  the  most 
eminent  lawyers  of  a  country  fertile  in  men  of  legal  attainments  and 
judicial  fame. 

In  the  particular  case  of  Mr,  Patrick  it  appears  that  that  gentleman 
was  a  partner  m  a  firm  with  another  gentleman  who  has  taken  part 
with  the  South  and  that  the  correspondence  of  enemies  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  supposed  to  be  conveyed  by  means  of  their  firm.  When  it  is 
considered  that  a  year  ago  two  members  of  a  firm  who  belonged  one 
to  the  Northern  and  the  other  to  the  Southern  States  were  considered 
equally  loyal  citizens;  that  a  commercial  firm  cannot  be  dissolved  in  a 
day;  that  letters  sent  through  a  firm  are  not  usually  submitted  to  the 
principal  partners  of  that  firm;  that  no  pains  were  taken  to  ascertain 
the  character  and  political  sentiments  of  Mr.  Patrick  before  he  was 
subjected  to  the  indignity  and  pain  of  an  arrest,  this  case  unavoidably 
suggests  the  reflection  that  the  possession  of  arbitrary  power  in  what- 
ever hands  it  may  be  placed  is  sure  to  lead  to  abuse.  Among  the 
necessities  of  civil  war  this  wanton  and  capricious  arrest  of  Mr. 
Patrick  cannot  be  reckoned,  and  the  remonstrance  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  must  remain  on  record. 

You  may  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward. 
I  have,  &c,, 

EUSSELL. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  13, 1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

Mt  Lord  :  You  have  kindly  left  with  me  a  copy  of  an  instruction 
which  you  had  received  from  Earl  Eussell,  dated  on  the  22d  of  November 
last. 
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I  have  great  pleasure  iu  stating  to  you  for  the  information  of  his 
lordship  that  the  President  frankly  and  unhesitatingly  accepts  the 
explanations  given  by  Earl  Russell  of  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
British  Government  in  the  views  which  at  their  instance  you  had  here- 
tofore submitted  to  me  concerning  the  right  of  the  President  to  suspend 
the  habeas  corpus  in  time  of  insurrection  without  waiting  for  direct 
authority  from  Congress. 

I  have  to  regret,  however,  that  while  the  misapprehension  which  has 
existed  upon  this  one  point  is  thus  generously  removed  by  Earl  Bussell 
he  deems  it  necessary  to  persist  in  the  opinion  that  the  President's 
proceedings  under  a  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  in  the  case  of 
William  Patrick  was  wanton  and  capricious  and  that  it  had  not  been 
rendered  necessary  by  the  exigencies  of  the  civil  war. 

As  Government  must  proceed  always  upon  information  and  often 
with  great  promptness  and  energy  it  could  hardly  be  possible  to  avoid 
the  commission  of  occasional  errors  in  the  exercise  of  precautionary 
power  to  repress  insurrection  manifesting  itself  more  or  less  formidably 
in  every  State  of  the  American  Union.  I  cannot  but  think  that  a 
prompt  correction  of  the  error  in  such  a  case — such  a  correction  as  was 
made  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Patrick — is  all  that  could  reasonably  be  required 
by  persons  willing  to  deliberate  carefully  and  anxious  to  interpret  the 
action  of  the  Government  with  candor  and  impartiality  as  I  am  sure 
Earl  Kussell  is. 

I  cheerfully  consent  to  leave  Earl  Eussell's  protest  on  the  record 
where  it  will  lie  side  by  side  with  the  decisions  of  this  Government 
which  show  that  during  a  civil  war  now  of  nine  months'  duration  no 
complaint  of  any  kind  has  been  denied  a  hearing;  not  one  person  has 
been  pressed  into  the  land  or  naval  service;  not  one  disloyal  citizen  or 
resident,  however  guilty  of  treason  or  conspiring,  has  forfeited  his  life 
except  in  battle;  not  one  has  been  detained  a  day  in  confinement  who 
could  and  would  give  reliable  pledges  of  his  forbearance  from  evil 
designs,  nor  indeed  has  one  person  who  could  or  would  give  no  such 
pledges  been  detained  a  day  beyond  the  period  when  the  danger  which 
he  was  engaged  in  producing  had  safely  passed  away. 

Happily  it  is  not  the  judgments  of  even  great  and  good  men  like  Earl 
Bussell,  pronounced  in  the  excitement  of  the  hour  and  possibly  subject 
to  the  influences  of  disturbing  events,  which  determine  the  character  of 
States.  From  such  judgments  we  carefully  appeal  to  that  of  history, 
confident  that  it  records  no  instance  in  which  any  Government  or  people 
has  practiced  moderation  in  civil  war  equal  to  that  which  thus  far  has 
distinguished  this  Government  and  the  American  people. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Case  of  Benjamin  F.  Grove. 

Benjamin  F.  Grove,  a  native  of  Virginia  but  a  resident  of  Brooklyn, 
If.  Y.,  was  arrested  August  33 ,  1861,  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Robert  Murray 
and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke  at  Fort 
Lafayette  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  August  31,  1861. 
He  was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  with  holding  treasonable  corre- 
spondence* with  active  secessionists  in  Virginia.    The  charges  were 

*  Sec  reference  to  Grove  iu  Kenuedy  to  Sewaid,  September  6, 1861,  p.  682,  case  of 
AlgcTuou  S.  Sullivan. 
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supported  by  the  contents  of  letters  of  Grove  intercepted  at  Pittsburg. 
One  addressed  to  Hon.  William  Smith,  attorney,  &c.,  Warrenton,  Va., 
says :  "  I  am  informed  that  General  McClellan  says  the  war  is  now  to  be 
fought  [with]  artillery  and  especially  heavy  guns.  I  hope  you  will  meet 
him  with  as  long  and  as  large  guns  as  he  brings  against  you.  *  #  * 
If  employment  could  be  had  but  few  would  go  against  the  South."  An 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September  30, 
1861,  directing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke  commanding  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette, &c.,  to  release  Grove  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  giv- 
ing his  parole  of  honor  to  do  no  act  hostile  to  the  United.  States.  He 
was  released  October  8,  1861. — From  Record  Booh.  State  Befpartment, 
'■^  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^' 

New  York,  August  15, 1861. 
Mr.  James  A.  Grove,  Stevensburg,  Va. 

My  Dear  Brother  :  Your  welcome  favor  of  July  27  was  received 
this  morning.  It  is  postmarked  Franklin,  Ky.  Write  soon  again  and 
often  and  forward  as  before.  *  *  *  The  habeas  corpus  case  before 
Judge  Garrison,  of  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  shows  how  completely  the 
military  is  overriding  the  civil  power  in  the  North  under  a  Northern 
political  abolition  administration  of  the  Federal  Government.  Counsel 
in  this  case,  Messrs.  Algernon  E.  Wood,  formerly  of  Frederick  County, 
Va.,  and  I.  C.  Vanloon.  Mr.  Wood  intends  to  apply  for  a  writ  in  the 
case  of  Austin  B.  Smith,  esq.,*  son  of  ex-Governor  Smith,  of  Warren- 
ton, Va.  Mr.  Smith  is  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  I  suppose  ex-Min- 
ister  Charles  James  Faulkner,!  who  has  just  been  arrested  in  Washing- 
ton will  be  taken  there  also.  Fort  Lafayette  stands  in  New  York  Bay 
about  eight  miles  below  the  city  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort 
Hamilton,  Kings  County,  Long  Island.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  formerly 
of  Virginia,  is  in  command,  as  you  will  see  from  the  papers.  He  acts 
according  to  orders  from  Washington.  I  have  been  down  to  the  fort 
but  no  one  can  see  or  communicate  with  any  of  the  prisoners.  The 
sheriff  of  Kmgs  County  can  lawfully  collect  a  force  sufftcient  to  compel 
obedience  to  the  decision  of  Judge  Garrison  but  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  it  will  be  done.  We  will  see.  Have  written  to  ex-Governor 
Smith. 

The  great  battle  of  Manassas  was  a  terrible  one  indeed.  The  loss 
was  dreadful  on  both  sides  but  the  triumph  of  the  South  was  complete 
and  overwhelming.  No  such  victory  has  been  gained  during  the  pres- 
ent century.  General  Scott's  army  was  55,000  strong,  thoroughly  armed 
and  equipped  for  the  contest,  but  it  was  utterly  wrecked  and  ruined  at 
Manassas.  There  is  now  a  great  deal  of  crimination  and  recrimination 
among  the  oflBcers  and  men.  The  oflacers  charge  the  defeat  upon  the 
men  and  the  men  in  turn  charge  the  defeat  upon  the  officers.  Many 
regunents  are  charged  with  cowardice.  The  Fire  Zouaves  the  Four- 
teenth and  Eighth  Eegiments  of  this  State  and  the  Fourth  Eegimentof 
Pennsylvania  came  in  for  a  large  portion  of  severe  condemnation  The 
officers  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Brooklyn  upon  their  return  a 
few  days  ago  had  a  terrible  fight  among  themselves 

Eecruiting  or  re-enlisting  is  now  uphill  work.  Bounties  of  from  |30 
to  $50  are  offered  and  but  few  are  wilUng  to  go.  None  would  so  if 
employment  could  be  had.  This  abolition  war  has  ruined  the  country 
and  men  must  go  to  war  or  starve.  All  the  soldiers  that  have  returned 
are  loud  in  complaints  of  severe  treatment  and  have  great  difficulty  of 

•  See  case  of  Smith,  p.  424  et  eeq.  t  See  case  of  Faulkner,  p.  463  et  aeq. 


SUSPECTED  AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  637 

getting  their  pay.  Old  "Sennacharib"  and  his  "piratical  abolition- 
ists" are  almost  bankrapt,  and  Secretary  Chase  came  on  here  a  few 
days  ago  and  told  the  banks  that  unless  they  furnished  money  very 
liberally  the  Lincoln  Government  would  at  once  go  down.  I  have  heard 
returned  soldiers  say  that  the  Government  at  Washington  was  in  the 
bands  of  an  infernal  pack  of  abolition  speculators  who  were  enriching 
tliemselves  by  ruining  the  whole  country.  All  of  the  leaders  at  Wash- 
ington are  abolitionists  of  the  Helper  book,  Greeley  and  Beecher  school. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Ladden,  brother  of  the  Rev.  A.  P.  Ladden,  had  a  son, 
W.  A.  Ladden,  jr.,  in  the  Fourteenth  Eegiment  of  this  State.  He  was 
wounded.  The  Federal  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  cannot  be 
far  short  of  5,000.  The  rush  from  Bull  Run  by  the  whole  army  and  the 
abolition  spectators,  Senators,  Congressmen  and  all  over  the  dead  and 
the  dying  must  have  been  dreadful  in  the  extreme.  In  achieving  such 
an  important  triumph  the  South  lost  many  brave  and  gallant  men. 
Peace  to  their  ashes.  Heaven  bless  and  protect  their  families.  To  all 
those  who  are  yet  able  to  defend  the  right  I  can  only  say  courage  and 
energy  and  a  final  and  glorious  triumph  will  soon  be  secured.  We 
have  now  more  than  100  of  the  best  newspapers  in  the  North  against 
an  unjust  and  unholy  war.  Ministers,  ruined  business  men,  mechanics 
and  all  classes  and  conditions  are  beginning  to  condemn  this  abolition 
war.  The  Federal  prisoners  that  have  returned  say  that  the  Confed- 
erate officers  are  perfect  gentlemen  and  that  Southern  people  treated 
them  with  the  utmost  kindness. 

Try  and  send  this  letter  to  brother  George  Addison  with  the  slips  for 
him  to  read.  When  you  write  give  me  all  the  news  about  our  friends, 
and  once  more  I  say  remember  myself  and  family  affectionately  to  all 
of  our  dear  relatives  you  may  chance  to  see. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  I  remain,  your 
affectionate  brother, 

BENJAMIN  F.  GROVE. 

Show  Captain  Long  the  slips  and  the  letter  too  if  you  think  proper. 
The  slip  in  regard  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  and  others  are  worth 
publishing  when  you  are  done  with  them.  Remember  myself  and  fam- 
ily to  the  folks  at  Oak  Grove.  General  Ben  McCuUoch  has  given  the 
abolitionists  a  tremendous  defeat  in  Missouri,  so  says  the  late  news. 

Washington,  August  31, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Receive  and  detain  Benjamin  F.  Grove,  who  will  be  brought  to  you 
by  the  marshal  of  New  York. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


IT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  JVew  York,  September  2, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a  package  of  letters  and  papers 
found  in  possession  of  Benjamin  F.  Grove,  who  was  delivered  into  the 
custody  of  Col.  Martin  Burke  at  Fort  Lafayette  by  your  order  of 
August  31, 1861. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ROBERT  MURRAY, 

U.  8.  Marshal. 
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Fort  Lafayette,  September  3, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  As  a  prisoner  at  this  fort  my  case  is  in  your  hands  and  I  feel 
constrained  to  address  you.  As  I  have  not  committed  an  overt  act 
nor  verbally  said  anything  offensive  to  the  Government  or  contrary  to 
the  Constitution  or  laws  of  my  country  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  the 
charges  against  me  are  founded  upon  certain  letters  written  to  Virginia. 
One  I  addressed  to  Hon.  William  Smith*  and  the  other  to  my  brother.t 
In  those  two  letters  I  inclosed  slips  from  various  papers.  The  letters  I 
sent  by  express,  but  forgetting  to  put  the  stamps  on  them  I  afterward 
sent  them  by  mail  to  Mr.  McGoodwin.  I  had  no  authority  to  send  letters 
to  Mr.  McGoodwin  but  supposed  he  would  attend  to  the  matter  as  the 
law  allowed.  Since  the  date  of  those  two  letters  I  have  not  put  a  pen 
to  paper  except  on  matters  of  business.  I  determined  immediately  after 
the  date  of  the  two  letters  in  question  not  to  write  any  more  to  any  one 
on  political  matters.  It  has  been  some  time  since  the  letters  in  ques- 
tion were  written  and  I  cannot  remember  their  contents.  They  grew 
out  of  the  excitement  of  the  times  and  criminations  and  recriminations 
of  the  public  press,  and  when  in  consequence  of  the  ruin  of  trade  and 
commerce  and  consequent  want  and  distress  in  my  own  family  my  fren- 
zied brain  was  almost  distracted  with  anxiety  and  care.  I  can  say  in 
truth  that  much  of  the  harshness  in  them  did  great  injustice  to  my  head 
and  heart.  Much  of  what  I  said  was  caught  up  from  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers  circulating  in  New  York.  I  did  not  solicit  information 
from  any  one,  and  the  harsh  expressions  and  condemnations  improperly 
used  were  betrayed  into  my  feverish  and  excited  brain  by  reading  news- 
paper articles. 

For  my  errors  of  omission  or  commission  I  know  I  must  atone  to  the 
offended  laws.  To  err  is  human  and  natural;  to  forgive  is  divine. 
What  I  have  to  ask  for  is  mercy  and  not  justice.  I  ask  therefore  for  a 
merciful  consideration  of  my  case  for  myself,  my  precious  wife  and  four 
helpless  children  now  crushed  with  most  poignant  anguish.  The  pres- 
sure of  the  times  and  my  situation  here  reduces  us  all  to  utter  helpless- 
ness and  want.  If  then  it  is  consistent  with  justice  and  mercy  to  spare 
my  family  and  restore  me  to  the  precious  ones  do  favor  us  with  this 
unspeakable  blessing.  Whatever  reparation  I  can  make  I  will  faith- 
fully do  and  in  after  life  I  will  endeavor  to  evince  that  your  favor  and 
mercy  were  not  unmerited,  and  I  will  for  the  future  earnestly  do  my 
duty  to  the  Government,  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  Owing  to  the 
depressed  state  of  business  affairs  and  through  excited  feelings  and 
mistaken  views  I  did  at  one  time  since  the  war  troubles  began  contem- 
plate a  return  South,  but  reflection  satisfied  me  that  I  now  owed  my 
allegiance  to  this  section  and  ought  to  remain  here.  Indeed  for  the  last 
few  months  I  have  been  so  much  troubled  in  regard  to  various  matters 
that  I  have  hardly  comprehended  what  to  say  or  do,  and  no  doubt 
have  done  a  great  deal  that  I  ought  not  to  have  done  and  utterly  neg- 
lected important  matters  that  really  claimed  my  attention.  My  painful 
and  terrible  situation  and  the  deep  anguish  that  rends  the  hearts  of 
my  precious  household  render  it  the  solemn,  bounden  duty  of  my  exist- 
ence to  appeal  to  you  for  mercy. 

Hoping  for  a  favorable  response,  and  promising  faithfully  to  observe 
all  that  you  require  at  my  hands  for  my  further  fidelity,  I  remain 
yours,  truly,  ' 

B.  F.  GEOVE. 


*  Letter  to  Smith  not  found,     t  See  B.  F.  Grove  to  James  A.  Grove,  August  15,  ante. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  639 

FoET  Lafayette.  September  16, 1861. 
Hon,  Joseph  8.  Wilson, 

General  Land  Office,  Washington  City, 

My  Dear  Sib  :  I  once  more  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you.  A 
short  time  since  I  inclosed  to  your  address  a  communication  which  I 
asked  you  to  do  me  the  favor  to  hand  to  the  Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 
Secretary  of  State.  In  connection  with  my  application  or  appeal  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  I  now  inclose  a  letter*  from  my  wife.  I  suppose  it 
was  written  on  the  1.3th  instant.  It  is  from  a  truthful  and  affectionate 
wife  and  mother.  My  wife  has  been  in  delicate  health  for  a  long  time 
but  now  she  is  prostrated  and  suffering  the  most  poignant  distress. 
Our  four  children  are  young  and  helpless  and  all  of  us  reduced  to  want. 
I  am  restrained  of  my  liberty  and  unable  to  minister  to  my  precious 
household.  For  myself  and  family  I  have  therefore  appealed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  a  merciful  consideration  of  my  case.  Whatever 
reparation  or  atonement  I  can  make  for  errors  of  head  or  heart  against 
the  laws  of  my  country  or  for  offenses  of  omission  or  commission  against 
the  constituted  authorities  it  is  the  solemn,  bounden  duty  of  my  exist- 
ence to  accomplish.  If  I  were  alone  in  the  world  I  could  abide  my 
time  and  without  complaining  endure  such  punishment  as  the  public 
good  requires,  but  the  appeal  from  my  devoted  wife  and  precious  little 
ones  is  heartrending  in  the  extreme,  and  they  at  least  stand  in  inno- 
cency  and  through  trials  and  privations  unnumbered  and  innumerable 
and  in  tones  of  the  deepest  anguish  plead  for  a  merciful  consideration 
of  my  case  at  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  My  poor  heart  is 
too  much  troubled  on  my  own  account  as  well  as  on  the  account  of  my 
stricken  and  distressed  family  to  write  even  what  I  desire  to  say.  My 
heart  is  too  fuU  of  painful  and  anxious  cares  to  speak  itself.  Should 
the  Secretary  of  State  find  it  consistent  with  the  public;  good  and  the 
administration  of  justice  to  give  my  case  a  favorable  response  I  will 
earnestly  endeavor  for  the  future  to  discharge  faithfully  all  the  duties 
devolving  upon  me  as  a  good  and  loyal  citizen,  and  will  strive  to  evince 
that  mercy  in  my  case  was  not  altogether  unmerited.  I  have  not  asked 
the  privilege  of  writing  to  you  in  regard  to  this  matter  but  may  I  not 
hope  that  you  will  do  me  the  great  favor  I  ask? 

Eegretting  from  my  heart  to  be  compelled  to  trouble  you,  and  hoping 
you  will  find  it  consistent  to  serve  me,  I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  F.  GEOVE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir  :  You  may  permit  the  wife  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Grove  to  visit  him  in 
the  presence  of  a  proper  officer.  Please  send  iuformatiou  of  this  order 
to  Mrs.  Grove. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 


Burlington,  [N.  J.,]  October  3, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed. 

My  Deae  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Grove  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  During  my  confinement  there 
I  had  ample  opportunity  to  learn  the  character  of  the  man  and  I  can 

*  Omitted. 
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assure  you  he  has  neither  the  intellect  nor  the  influence  to  harm  the 
Government  even  if  so  disposed.  He  has  a  wife  and  four  children 
dependent  upon  his  daily  exertions  for  their  support  and  they  are  at 
this  moment  in  most  indigent  circumstances.  His  wife  is  in  very  deh- 
cate  health  and  the  misfortune  that  has  now  fallen  upon  her  has  aggra- 
vated her  disease  to  such  a  degree  that  she  cannot  last  long.  For  the 
sake  of  a  common  humanity,  by  the  mercy  that  you  hope  for  from  the 
Great  Searcher  of  Hearts  in  the  final  day  of  accounts,  do  give  immedi- 
ate attention  to  this  poor  man's  case.  If  he  has  been  imprudent,  and 
that  is  the  extent  of  his  offenses  as  far  as  1  can  learn,  he  has  suffered 
enough.  By  a  word  you  can  open  his  prison  doors  and  let  him  go  free 
and  the  blessings  of  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  will  reward  you. 
Yours,  respectfully,  _ 

'  JAMES  W.  WALL. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  4-,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bueke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  B.  F.  Grove,  a  jjrisoner  held  in  custody  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will 
do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
that  he  will  not  hold  any  correspondence  or  communication  whatever 
with  anybody  in  the  seceded  States  during  the  present  insurrection 
without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


FoET  Lafayette,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiE :  I  feel  constrained  to  make  this  communication  and  I  entertain 
a  good  hope  that  justice  and  the  public  safety  will  admit  of  a  favorable 
response.  More  than  a  month  has  elapsed  since  I  was  conveyed  to  this 
fortress.  I  was  taken  from  my  usual  calling  aud  my  family  left  in 
destitute  circumstances  in  a  strange  city  and  among  strangers.  My 
wife  had  been  in  delicate  health  for  some  time  past  and  now  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sudden  and  severe  trials  and  privations  pressing  upon 
her  mind  and  heart  so  heavily  she  is  completely  prostrated  and  for  most 
of  the  time  is  confined  to  her  bed  and  without  assistance,  except  the 
relief  occasionally  afforded  by  kind-hearted  neighbors.  I  think  I  can 
say  for  her  that  she  is  one  of  the  best  women  that  ever  was  made  and 
that  her  life  is  one  of  innocency.  Tenderly  devoted  to  her  family  she 
deserves  all  the  kindness  and  lenity  that  can  be  manifested  toward  her 
and  her  household.  We  have  four  small  children  utterly  helpless  and 
entirely  dependent  upon  their  mother  and  she  in  the  painful  situa- 
tion I  have  represented,  and  even  if  my  wife  had  the  physical  strength 
for  needlework  or  something  of  the  kind  she  could  not  now  get  anything 
to  do.  I  have  not  got  a  dollar  in  money  to  depend  upon  or  to  relieve 
the  present  wants  of  my  family.  The  approaching  winter  must  neces- 
sarily bring  greatly  increased  privations  and  disasters  to  myself  and 
my  precious  ones.  I  am  restrained  of  my  liberty  and  of  course  cannot 
render  my  family  the  least  aid  in  any  way.  I  can  only  comprehend 
their  alarm  and  distress  but  cannot  alleviate  their  painful  circumstances. 
Just  now  it  is  a  dif&cnit  matter  to  earn  a  support  in  any  branch  of 
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business  but  untiring  industry  can  always  accomplish  something,  and 
to  be  in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  return  of  commercial 
prosperity  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  any  young  tradesman. 

Earnestly  appealing  for  a  merciful  consideratiou  of  my  case  I  beg  to 
be  informed  whether  there  is  anything  in  my  power  that  I  can  do  to 
obtain  my  release  and  once  more  join  my  family.  If  it  has  been  my 
misfortune  or  fault,  or  both,  to  do  any  public  or  private  wrong  or  pri- 
vate injury  to  those  in  authority  I  can  but  regret  it  and  am  truly  sorry 
for  it  and  I  beg  to  be  forgiven.  For  any  errors  of  omission  or  commis- 
sion as  a  good  citizen  I  am  willing  to  make  any  atonement  in  my  power. 
All  that  justice  and  the  public  good  requires  I  am  willing  to  do  to 
enable  me  to  join  my  family  and  once  more  give  them  the  care  and 
protection  it  is  the  solemn,  bouuden  duty  of  my  existence  to  aftbrd.  I 
ask  therefore  for  a  lenient  and  merciful  consideration  of  my  case  on 
my  own  account  and  also  and  more  especially  on  account  of  my  stricken 
and  suffering  household.  All  that  justice  and  the  public  safety  can 
command  and  the  National  Administration  approve  I  am  willing  to  do 
as  far  as  in  my  power  lies,  and  for  my  fidelity  to  any  engagement  you 
may  deem  proper  I  can  give  satisfactory  assurances  or  bonds  to  almost 
any  amount. 

Hoping  for  a  fiavorable  response,  respectfully, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  GKOVE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  7, 1861. 
James  W.  Wall,  Esq.,  Burlington,  N.  J. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received  and  in  reply  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke  has  been  directed  by 
this  Department  to  release  the  prisoner  Grove  on  his  complying  with 
certain  conditions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


FoET  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  8, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  oath  of  allegiance  and  stipulation  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Grove,  released  this  day  according  to  your  order  of  October  4, 
1861. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^       ^  '  MARTIN  BURKE, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure  No,  1.] 

State  op  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Benjamin  F.  Grove,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolat7on 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
41  E  R — series  II,  VOL  II 
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standing;  and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  fall  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

BENJAMIN  F.  GEOVE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  October,  1861. 

(JHARLES  W.  CHURCH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

[InclosuTe  No.  2.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  T.,  October  8,  W61. 
I,  Benjamin  F.  Grove,  do  hereby  give  my  word  of  honor  that  I  will 
do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States; 
that  I  will  not  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the 
authority  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  that  I  will  not  hold  any 
correspondence  or  communication  whatever  with  anybody  in  those 
States  during  the  present  insurrection  without  the  permission  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

BENJAMIN  F.  GROVE. 


Witness : 


CHARLES  W.  CHURCH. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  9, 1861. 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Grove,  Brooklyn,  If.  F. 

Madam  :  Tour  application  to  the  President  for  permission  to  visit 
your  husband  at  Fort  Lafayette  has  been  referred  to  this  Department 
and  in  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  directions  for  his  release  on  cer- 
tain conditions  were  issued  to  Colonel  Burke  on  the  4th  instant  which 
I  presume  have  been  complied  with  before  now. 
I  am,  madam,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

No.  250  Adelphi  Street,  Brooklyn,  October  14, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  State  Department,  Washington. 

SiK:  I  am  informed  that  some  letters  and  papers  belonging  to  me 
and  of  consequence  to  me  only  were  forwarded  to  the  Department  of 
State.  If  so  I  will  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  have  them  sent  back  to  me.  Allow  me  to  say  that  your  favor  of  the 
9th  instant  to  Mrs.  Grove  was  duly  received  and  places  both  myself 
and  my  wife  under  weighty  obligations  to  you.  Thanks,  thanks  for 
your  kind  attention.  I  am  now  with  my  precious  and  devoted  house- 
hold through  an  especial  favor,  and  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  the  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  I  will  always  cherish  in  remembrance  of  the  favorable 
and  merciful  consideration  that  it  pleased  the  Department  of  State  to 
take  touching  my  appeal  for  release  from  Fort  Lafayette.  To  merit 
such  consideration  will  be  my  solemn,  bounden  duty. 

Once  more  I  tender  my  earnest  acknowledgments  and  remain,  yours 
respectfully,  ' 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  GROVE. 
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Brooklyn,  November  18, 1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Department  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  to  you  in  regard  to  the  matter  I  have  again  called 
upon  the  Hon.  E.  Murray,  U.  S.  marshal,  but  have  not  as  yet  obtained 
the  papers  about  which  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  Dei)artment  of  State 
a  short  time  since.  These  papers  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  mar- 
shal's officer  and  if  found  as  I  represented  to  be  handed  to  G.  K.  Wal- 
ton, esq.,  of  this  city.  Among  them  as  important  only  to  me  are  two 
notes  of  hand  of  $750  each,  two  receipts  for  money  in  favor  of  a  Mr. 
Piatt,  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  few  letters  from  Pennsylvania  in  regard 
to  private  business  affairs.  The  marshal  informs  me  that  they  were 
sent  to  your  office.  If  anything  can  be  said  or  done  to  enable  me  to  get 
them  I  will  esteem  it  as  a  great  favor. 

Regretting  to  trouble  you  because  I  know  your  engagements  are 
numerous  and  pressing,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

BENJAMIN  F.  GEOVB. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  21, 1861. 
B.  F.  Grove,  Esq.,  250  Adelphi  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Your  letter  ofthe  18th  instant  has  been  received.  I  have  to-day 
sent  a  package  of  letters  with  the  two  notes  for  $750  each  belonging 
to  you  to  Robert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal  for  the  southern  district 
of  :New  York.  The  receipts  referred  to  by  you  do  not  appear  to  have 
been  received  at  this  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  November  22,  1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  package  of  letters*  taken  from  the  person 
of  B.  F.  Grove,  lately  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  You  will  please 
return  these  papers  to  Mr.  Grove  if  there  be  within  your  knowledge  no 
objection  to  such  disposition  of  them.  In  one  of  the  letters  you  will 
find  two  notes  of  $750  each  which  are  particularly  asked  for  by  Mr. 
Grove. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Case  of  Bobert  Mure. 

Robert  Mure,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  Scottish 
birth,  was  arrested  in  New  York  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  1861,  by 
order  of  the  State  Department  transmitted  to  the  superintendent  of 
police  the  preceding  day.  This  order  was  issued  upon  information 
communicated  to  the  Department  in  substantially  the  following  form: 

Robert  More,  an  Englishman  by  birth  but  resident  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  is  to  talce  the  steamer  at  New  York  Wednesday  for  Europe.  He  has 
highly  important  dispatches  from  Confederate  Congress  very  carefully  concealed. 
Intercept  dispatches  and  the  Confederates  will  be  in  your  power. 

*  Not  found. 
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Mure  -was  found  to  have  letters  of  appointment  and  instructions  as 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  British  consul  at  Charleston  to  the  Brit- 
ish secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs;  also  a  canvas  bag  alluded  to 
in  his  instructions  as  containing  his  dispatches  sealed  with  a  consular 
seal.  He  had  also  a  large  number  of  letters  to  a  great  number  of 
parties  in  Europe.  No  dispatches  from  the  Confederate  Congress  nor 
other  papers  or  documents  except  those  mentioned  above  were  fouud 
in  his  possession.  Allegations  were  made  that  Mure  was  a  colonel  in 
the  militia  of  South  Carolina  and  served  in  that  capacity  at  the  attack 
on  Fort  Sumter.  On  the  17th  day  of  October,  1861,  Mure  was  released 
on  giving  his  parole  not  to  enter  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  nor 
hold  any  correspondence  with  persons  residing  therein,  nor  do  any  act 
of  hostility  or  injury  to  the  United  States  during  the  insurrection. — 
From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  "  Arrests  for  Disloyalty.'' 


Office  op  the  Stjpt.  op  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  June  30,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  *  *  *  In  connection  with  this  matter  I  may  as  well  mention 
that  the  British  consul  at  Charleston,  Mr.  Bunch,  is  a  notorious  seces- 
sionist, and  that  he  has  used  his  position  in  every  way  he  could  since 
the  troubles  began  in  aiding  the  secession  movement.  To  say  nothing 
of  furnishing  Trappman,  a  native  of  the  United  States,  with  a  passport 
and  making  him  bearer  of  dispatches  for  Lord  Lyons  I  have  several 
other  cases  where  he  has  furnished  passports  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  I  think  I  can  procure  one  of  the  passports  given  to  a  young 
man  who  is  now  here  and  I  learn  is  about  to  be  an  offlcer  in  Sickles' 
brigade.    He  had  been  in  the  secession  service  before  Fort  Sumter. 

What  I  was  about  to  refer  to  was  the  use  he  has  made  of  his  office  for 
facilitating  the  transmission  of  treasonable  correspondence  between 
Charleston  and  other  places.  A  Belgian  by  the  name  of  Du  Clos, 
formerly  a  merchant  here — one  of  the  most  outspoken  of  Southern 
sympathizers — for  several  weeks  before  he  left  for  Europe,  as  is  sup- 
posed on  the  business  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  was  in  the 
habit  of  receiving  letters  from  Charleston  at  the  office  of  Mr.  Archibald, 
the  British  consul,  which  were  inclosed  under  the  consulate  seal  of  Mr. 
Bunch,  the  consul,  in  one  of  which  he  said  he  received  $500  and  on 
which  he  entered  on  his  travels.  On  inquiring  at  Mr.  Archibald's  office 
into  this  practice  the  vice-consul  avowed  that  up  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
mails  South  they  were  in  the  constant  receipt  of  packages  of  letters 
from  Mr.  Bunch  for  strange  persons  of  whom  they  had  no  knowledge 
which  they  delivered  to  whoever  asked  for  them,  the  office  of  the  consul 
being  thus  made  a  convenience  for  all  operations  with  Confederates 
here  that  the  ordinary  securities-of  the  mail  were  regarded  too  insecure 
to  furnish. 

I  mention  this  now  in  view  of  the  connection  Mr.  Bunch's  name  has 
with  Trappman,  but  not  with  the  thought  of  involving  Mr.  Archibald 
who  was  used  as  the  (jonvenient  instrument  of  others.  I  may  be  able 
to  procure  for  you  a  photograph  of  Captain  Trappman  in  full  uniform 
in  a  few  days 

Very  truly,  yours. 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
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[Cincinnati,  August  12, 1861.] 
William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Robert  Mure,  an  Englishman  by  birth  but  resident  of  Charleston, 
S.  C,  for  the  last  thirty  years,  is  to  take  the  steamer  at  New  York 
Wednesday  for  Europe.  He  has  highly  important  dispatches  from 
Confederate  Congress  very  carefully  concealed.  Intercept  dispatches 
and  the  Confederates  will  be  in  your  power.  Mr.  Mure  is  cousin  to 
British  consul  at  New  Orleans. 

B.  T.  HENRY. 


New  York,  August  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

1  have  Mr.  Eobert  Mure  with  a  bag  addressed  to  Lord  John  Eussell 
in  custody.  Mr.  Bunch's  instructions  request  the  bag  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  British  minister  in  Washington  in  case  of  the  detention  of  Mr. 
Mure  by  authority  of  the  United  States.  What  shall  I  do  with  him 
and  the  papers? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
Superintendent  of  Police. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  14, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York: 

Send  the  bag  mentioned  to  this  Department  by  special  messenger. 
Deliver  Mure  to  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette.  Write  imme- 
diately the  particulars  of  Mure's  Instructions — by  whom  given,  from 
whom  the  papers  came,  what  they  relate  to,  whether  political  or 
private;  full  details. 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAliD. 


Office  Superintendent  of  Police, 

New  York,  August- 14, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Your  telegram  of  13th  was  received  last  night,  and  this  morn- 
ing a  short  time  before  the  departure  of  the  steamer  Africa  Mr.  Eobert 
Mure,  of  Charleston,  to  whom  you  referred  went  on  board  with  his  bag- 
gage, whereupon  the  ofQcers  to  whom  I  had  intrusted  the  business  took 
him  in  custody  and  brought  him  and  his  baggage  to  my  office.  He 
immediately  presented  me  with  his  credentials  as  bearer  of  dispatches 
from  Mr.  Eobert  Bunch,  consul  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  at  Charleston, 
S.  C,  and  an  open  letter  of  instructions  from  Mr.  Bunch  dated  Charles- 
ton, August  7,  1861,  the  originals  of  both  of  which  are  herewith 
inclosed.  On  examining  his  baggage  the  canvas  bag  alluded  to  in  the 
instructions  addressed  to  "Lord  John  Eussell"  was  found  and  appar- 
ently sealed  with  a  genuine  consular  seal.  No  other  papers  or  docu- 
ments were  found  in  his  possession  except  a  large  number  of  what 
appears  to  be  private  letters  from  persons  in  the  South  to  others  in 
England,  but  which  I  have  not  yet  had  an  ojiportunity  to  examine 
carefully.  A  portion  of  these  letters  are  unsealed  and  the  rest  are 
sealed,  by  which  I  believe  he  renders  himself  subject  to  treatment 
under  the  postal  laws. 
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The  bag  addressed  to  "Lord  John  Eussell"  I  intrust  to  the  charge  of 
Detective  Eobert  King  to  deliver  with  this  note  to  you  in  Washington, 
pursuant  to  the  instructions  received  in  your  telegram  of  to-day.  On 
counting  the  letters  I  find  there  are  four  unsealed  and  sixty-six  sealed. 
Several  of  them  are  bulky  and  appear  to  contain  a  number  in  each  of 
the  envelopes.  I  respectfully  request  instructions  from  you  as  to  the 
manner  in  Avhich  I  shall  dispose  of  these  letters. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

I  inclose  one  of  several  pamphlets*  found  among  his  things  which 
appears  to  have  been  printed  for  foreign  circulation. 

[Incloanre  No.  1.] 

Hee  Britannic  Majesty's  Consulate,  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina.— No.  121. 

We,  Eobert  Bunch,  esq.,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  for  the  States 
of  North  and  South  Carolina,  &c.,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer, 
Mr.  Eobert  Mure,  is  a  British  merchant  residing  in  Charleston  and  that 
he  proceeds  hence  to  New  York  and  Liverpool  charged  with  dispatches 
on  Her  Majesty's  service  from  us  to  Lord  John  Eussell,  Her  Majesty's 
princiijal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs.  We  therefore  request 
that  he  may  be  permitted  to  pass  freely  and  that  he  may  receive  all 
proper  protection  and  assistance  in  virtue  of  his  employment  by  us. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal  of  office  at  the  city  of  Charleston  the 
7th  day  of  August,  1861. 

EOBEET  BUNCH, 

Her  Majesty^s  Consul. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

British  Consulate,  Charleston,  August  7, 1861. 
Egbert  Mure,  Esq.,  Bearer  of  Dispatches. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  herewith  a  bag  of  dispatches  addressed  to 
Lord  John  Eussell,  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  for- 
eign affairs,  which  I  beg  you  to  convey  with  all  convenient  speed  to 
Liverpool.  Should  you  upon  reaching  that  port  not  proceed  imme- 
diately to  London  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  deliver  the  bag  to  Her 
Majesty's  postmaster  at  Liverpool  with  the  request  that  he  will  for- 
ward it  at  once  to  the  foreign  office.  I  beg  to  impress  upon  you  that 
these  dispatches  are  of  the  greatest  importance  and  I  would  suggest 
that  you  should  keep  them  by  you  as  much  as  possible,  not  allowing 
them  to  go  into  your  luggage.  In  the  improbable  event  of  your  being 
detained  on  your  road  to  New  York  by  any  authority  of  the  United 
States  I  have  no  objection  to  the  bag  being  delivered  to  an  officer  of 
rank  upon  his  giving  a  receipt  for  it  and  promising  to  have  it  delivered 
to  Her  Majesty's  minister  at  Washington.  But  I  can  scarcely  suppose 
the  possibility  of  your  detention.  Should  you  unfortunately  be  detained 
in  New  York  by  illness  or  otherwise  the  bag  may  be  delivered  to  Her 
Majesty's  consul  with  the  request  that  he  will  forward  it.  But  I  pre- 
fer that  it  should  go  with  you. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey,  I  am,  sir,  your  faithful 
servant, 

EOBEET  BUNCH. 

*  Not  fouud. 
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Office  op  Superintendent  of  Police, 

New  York,  Augmt  15, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  This  morning  I  conveyed  Eobert  Mure  to  Fort  Hamilton 
and  delivered  him  into  the  custody  of  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  who 
immediately  transferred  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

Ou  my  return  to  town  I  found  among  my  letters  an  anonymous  one 
which  is  represented  to  be  from  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  Mure.  He 
says  Mure  is  a  Scotchman,  not  an  Englishman ;  that  his  relatives  reside  in 
the  vicinity  of  Kirkcudbright,  Scotland ;  that  he  has  resided  in  Charles- 
ton about  thirty  years;  that  before  the  breaking  out  of  this  rebellion  he 
held  a  commission  in  a  Charleston  militia  company;  that  during  the 
last  spring  he  was  acting  as  a  field  ofQcer  of  a  Charleston  regiment; 
that  he  was  in  such  service  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  and  that 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  having  been  naturalized  many 
years  ago.  But  he  declines  to  make  himself  known  on  account  of  pre- 
vious intimacy. 

From  my  conversation  with  Mure  I  had  concluded  he  was  a  Scotch- 
man who  had  resided  a  long  time  in  this  country.  He  professed  to 
have  been  perfectly  neutral  on  the  rebellion  question;  that  he  deplored 
the  existence  of  war  of  such  a  kind;  that  it  had  ruined  his  business  of 
cotton  merchant;  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  Europe  annually 
and  always  took  with  him  the  dispatch  bag  of  the  British  consul  as  an 
accommodation  for  himself;  that  as  soon  as  it  became  known  that  he 
was  about  to  leave  for  Europe  letters  were  left  at  his  house  by  every- 
body; that  he  intended  putting  them  in  the  New  York  post-office  on 
arrival  here  but  was  prevented  by  want  of  time;  that  he  don't  know 
who  any  letter  in  particular  is  from  and  supposes  they  are  all  on  private 
aflairs,  as  the  disarrangement  of  the  mails  has  nearly  destroyed  private 
correspondence  between  persons  in  the  South  and  those  in  Europe,  &c. 
I  have  examined  the  letters  found  on  him  and  none  but  one  addressed 
to  William  H.  Trappman  are  apparently  for  any  known  secessionist 
abroad. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  16, 1861. 

John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  New  York. 
Sir:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Eobert  King,  has  delivered  to  me  a  letter 
addressed  to  Mure  and  inclosed  in  an  envelope  directed  to  me;  also  a 
bag  addressed  to  Lord  John  Eussell  and  a  pamphlet,  thus  fully  execut- 
ing the  trust  reposed  in  him.  You  will  please  send  me  all  other  papers 
and  documents  found  in  the  prisoner's  possession,  allowing  him  to 
retain  none,  and  thus  enable  me  to  understand  and  properly  decide 
upon  the  case. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 

Brooklyn,  August  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  Mr.  Stanton  Blake,  banker, 
who  visits  Washington  for  an  interview  with  you  on  behalf  of  the 
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friends  of  Mr.  Eobert  Mure,  of  Charleston,  recently  arrested  and  now 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  am  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Blake  but  give  the  letter  on  applica- 
tion of  Messrs.  James  and  Samuel  McLean,  members  of  two  extensive 
and  respectable  mercantile  firms  of  New  York  with  whom  I  have 
been  long  and  intimately  acquainted  and  in  whom  I  have  the  most 
entire  confidence.  They  are  originally  from  the  same  town  in  Scotland, 
and  their  boyhood  intimacy  with  Mr.  Mure  has  been  kept  up  by  cor- 
respondence and  visiting  in  this  country  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

They  spent  the  whole  of  the  evening  prior  to  his  arrest  m  unreserved 
conversation  with  Mr.  Mure  in  the  public  room  of  the  Brevoort  Hotel 
and  are  fully  persuaded  that  his  intended  visit  to  England  was  on  his 
own  private  business,  and  that  he  is  entirely  innocent  of  the  charge  on 
which  he  is  alleged  to  be  held,  viz,  bearing  dispatches  from  the  Con- 
federate Government,  and  is  guiltless  of  any  connection  with  such 
so-called  Grovernment  or  any  of  its  members. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  truly, 

EDWAED  W,  PISKE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  17, 1861. 
Alexander  H.  Schxjltz,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir  :  With  the  dispatches  herewith  intrusted  to  you  you  will  proceed 
to  London  by  the  Cunard  steamer  which  will  start  from  Boston  on 
Wednesday  next.  On  arriving  at  London  you  will  deliver  the  dis- 
patches for  Mr.  Adams  to  him  and  as  soon  as  convenient  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  Paris  and  deliver  to  Mr.  Dayton  those  addressed  to  him  also. 
You  will  remain  in  Paris  for  any  dispatches  which  Mr.  Dayton  may 
have  to  send  by  you  and  you  will  return  by  the  way  of  London  for  any 
which  Mr.  Adams  may  have.  You  will  exercise  all  practicable  dili- 
gence in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  for  which  you  will  be  allowed  a 
compensation  at  the  rate  of  $6  a  day  and  your  necessary  traveling 
expenses  of  which  you  will  keep  an  account,  to  be  supported  by  vouch- 
ers in  every  instance  where  they  can  be  obtained.  The  sum  of  $400  is 
now  advanced  to  you  on  account  of  your  expenses. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  17, 1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir  :  Alexander  Schultz,  a  special  messenger,  will  deliver  to  you  this 
dispatch  together  with  a  bag  containing  papers  addressed  to  Lord  John 
Eussell. 

On  the  13th  instant  I  was  advised  by  a  telegram  from  Cincinnati  that 
Eobert  Mure,  of  Charleston,  was  on  his  way  to  New  York  to  embark  at 
that  port  for  England  and  that  he  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the 
usurping  insurrectionary  authorities  at  Eichmond  to  Earl  Eussell. 
Other  information  bore  that  he  was  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the 
same  authorities  to  their  agents  in  London.  Information  from  various 
sources  agreed  in  the  fact  that  he  was  traveling  under  a  passport  from 
the  British  consul  at  Charleston. 

Upon  this  information  I  directed  the  police  at  New  York  by  telegraph 
to  detain  Mr.  Mure  and  any  papers  which  might  be  found  in  his  posses- 
sion until  I  should  give  further  directions.    He  was  so  detained  and  he 
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is  now  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  awaiting  full  disclosures.  In  his 
possession  were  found  seventy  letters,  four  of  which  were  unsealed  and 
sixty-six  sealed.  There  was  also  found  in  his  possession  a  sealed  bag 
marked  "  Foreign  office  3,"  with  two  labels  as  follows: 

On  Her  Brit.  Maj.'s  service.— The  Eight  Honorable  the  Lord  John  Russell,  M.  P., 
&c.    Dispatches  in  charge  of  Robert  Mure,  esq. 

ROBERT  BUNCH. 

On  Her  Brit.  Maj.'s  service.— The  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  John  Russell,  M.  P., 
H.  B.  M.'s  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aifairs,  foreign  office,  London. 

E.  BUNCH. 

The  bag  bears  two  impressions  of  the  seal  of  ofBce  of  the  British 
consul  at  Charleston  and  seems  to  contain  voluminous  papers. 

There  were  also  found  upon  Mr.  Mure's  person  in  an  open  envelope 
what  pretends  to  be  a  passport  in  the  following  words.*  Also  a  letter 
of  instructions  which  is  as  follows.* 

There  were  also  found  several  unsealed  copies  of  a  printed  pamphlet 
entitled,  "  A  narrative  of  the  battles  of  Bull  Eun  and  Manassas  Junc- 
tion, July  18  and  21,  accounts  of  the  advance  of  both  armies,  the  bat- 
tles and  rout  of  the  enemy,  compiled  chiefly  from  the  detailed  reports 
of  the  Virginia  and  South  Carolina  press,  Chai-leston  steam-power  press 
of  Evans  &  Cogswell,  Nos.  3  Broad  and  103  East  Bay  streets,  1861." 

This  pamphlet  is  manifestly  an  argument  for  the  disunion  of  the 
United  States.  Several  copies  of  it  were  found  in  envelopes  addressed 
to  persons  in  England. 

The  marks  and  outward  appearance  of  the  bag  indicate  that  its  con- 
tents are  exclusively  legitimate  communications  from  the  British  con- 
sul at  Charleston  to  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government.  Neverthe- 
less 1  have  what  seems  to  me  good  reasons  for  supposing  that  they  may 
be  treasonable  papers  designed  and  gotten  up  to  aid  parties  engaged  in 
arms  for  the  overthrow  of  this  Government  and  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union.     These  reasons  are : 

First.  That  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  there  can  be  any  occasion  for 
such  very  voluminous  communications  of  a  legitimate  nature  being 
made  by  the  consul  at  Charleston  to  his  Government  at  the  present 
time.    This  circumstance,  however,  is  admitted  to  be  very  inconclusive. 

Second.  Consuls  have  no  authority  to  issue  passports,  the  granting 
of  them  being  as  I  understand  not  a  consular  but  a  diplomatic  ftmctiou. 
Passports,  however,  have  in  other  times  been  habitually  granted  by  for- 
eign consuls  residing  in  the  United  States.  But  soon  after  the  insur- 
rection broke  out  in  the  Southern  States  a  regulation  was  made  by  this 
Department  which  I  have  excellent  means  of  knowing  was  communi- 
cated to  the  British  consul  at  Charleston  to  the  effect  that  until  further 
orders  no  diplomatic  or  consular  passport  would  be  recognized  by  this 
Government  so  far  as  to  permit  the  bearer  to  pass  through  the  lines  of  the 
national  forces  or  out  of  the  country  unless  it  should  be  countersigned 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Mure  had  passed  the  lines  of  the  army  and  was 
in  the  act  of  leaving  the  United  States  in  open  violation  of  this  regu- 
lation. Moreover  the  bearer  of  the  papers,  Robert  Mure,  is  a  natural- 
ized citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  resided  here  thirty  years  and  is 
a  colonel  in  the  insurgent  military  forces  in  South  Carolina. 

Third.  If  the  papers  contained  in  the  bag  are  not  illegal  in  their 
nature  or  purpose  it  is  not  seen  why  their  safe  transmission  was  not 
secured  as  it  might  have  been  by  exposing  them  in  some  way  to  Lord 

*  Omitted  here ;  see  ante. 
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Lyons,  the  British  minister  residing  at  this  capital,  whose  voucher  for 
their  propriety  would  as  Mr.  Bunch  must  well  know  exempt  them  from 
all  scrutiny  or  suspicion. 

Fourth.  The  consul's  letter  to  the  bearer  of  dispatches  attaches 
unusual  importance  to  the  papers  in  question  while  it  expresses  great 
impatience  for  their  immediate  conveyance  to  their  destination  and  an 
undue  anxiety  lest  they  might  by  some  accident  come  under  the  notice 
of  this  Government. 

Fifth.  The  bearer  is  proved  to  be  disloyal  to  the  United  States  by 
the  pamphlet  and  the  letters  found  in  his  possession.  I  have  examined 
many  of  the  letters  found  upon  the  person  of  Mr.  Mure  and  I  find  them 
full  of  treasonable  information  and  clearly  written  for  treasonable  pur- 
poses. 

These  I  think  will  be  deemed  sufficient  grounds  for  desiring  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  papers  and  surveillance  of  the  bearer  on  my  part. 

Comity  toward  the  British  Government  together  with  a  perfect  con- 
fidence in  its  justice  and  honor  as  well  as  its  friendship  toward  the 
United  States,  to  say  nothing  of  a  sense  of  propriety  which  I  could 
not  dismiss,  have  prevented  me  from  entertaining  for  a  moment  the 
idea  of  breaking  the  seals  which  I  have  so  much  reason  to  believe  were 
put  upon  the  consular  bag  to  save  it  from  my  inspection  while  the  bearer 
himself  might  remove  them  on  his  arrival  in  London  after  which  he 
might  convey  the  papers  if  treasonable  to  the  agents  of  the  insurgents 
now  understood  to  be  residing  in  several  of  the  capitals  in  Europe. 

I  will  not  say  that  I  have  established  the  fact  that  the  papers  in  ques- 
tion are  treasonable  in  their  nature  and  are  made  with  purposes  hos- 
tile and  dangerous  to  this  country,  but  I  confess  that  I  fear  they  are 
so,  and  I  apprehend  either  that  they  are  guilty  dispatches  to  the  agents 
of  disunion  or  else  that  if  they  are  really  addressed  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment they  are  papers  prepared  by  traitors  in  the  insurrectionary 
States  with  a  view  to  apply  to  the  British  Government  for  some  advan- 
tage and  assistance  or  countenance  from  that  Government  injurious  to 
the  United  States  and  subversive  of  their  sovereignty.  Of  course  I 
need  hardly  say  that  I  disclaim  any  thought  that  Earl  Eussell  has  any 
knowledge  of  the  papers  or  of  their  being  sent,  or  that  I  have  any 
belief  or  fear  that  the  British  Government  would  in  any  way  receive 
the  papers  if  they  are  illegal  in  their  character  or  dangerous  or  inju- 
rious to  the  United  States.  It  is  important,  however,  to  this  Govern- 
ment that  whatever  mischief  if  any  may  be  lurking  in  the  transaction 
be  counteracted  and  prevented. 

I  have  therefore  upon  due  consideration  of  the  case  concluded  to 
send  the  bag  by  a  special  messenger  who  will  deliver  it  into  your  care 
and  to  instruct  you  to  see  that  it  is  delivered  according  to  its  address 
exactly  in  the  condition  in  which  you  receive  it. 

You  will  also  make  known  to  the  Earl  Eussell  the  causes  and  circum- 
stances of  the  arrest  and  detention  of  Mr.  Mure  and  his  papers,  adding 
the  assurance  that  this  Government  deeply  regrets  that  it  has  become 
necessary  and  that  it  will  be  very  desirous  to  excuse  the  brief  interrup- 
tion of  the  correspondence  of  the  British  consul  if  it  is  indeed  innocent, 
and  will  endeavor  in  that  case  to  render  any  further  satisfaction  which 
may  be  justly  required. 

On  the  other  hand  you  will  in  such  terms  as  you  shall  find  most  suit- 
able and  proper  intimate  that  if  the  papers  in  question  shall  prove  to 
be  treasonable  against  the  United  States  I  expect  that  they  will  be 
delivered  up  to  you  for  the  use  of  this  Government,  and  that  Her 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS.  651 

Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Oharleston  will  in  that  case  be  promptly 
made  to  feel  the  severe  displeasure  of  the  Government  which  employs 
him,  since  there  can  be  no  greater  crime  against  society  than  a  perver- 
sion by  the  agent  of  one  Government  of  the  hospitality  afforded  to  him 
by  another  to  design  against  its  safety,  dignity  and  honor. 

I  think  it  proper  to  say  that  I  have  apprised  Lord  Lyons  of  this 
transaction  and  of  the  general  character  of  this  letter,  while  he  is  not 
in  any  way  compromised  by  any  assent  given  to  my  proceedings  or  by 
any  opinions  expressed  by  him  or  asked  from  him. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  n.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Atigust  17, 1861. 
Ohakles  Francis  Adams,  &c. 

Sir  :  Among  the  letters  found  on  the  person  of  Eobert  Mure  men- 
tioned in  my  dispatch  of  this  date  there  are  many  which  more  or  less 
directly  implicate  Mr.  Eobert  Bunch,  the  British  consul  at  Charleston, 
as  a  conspirator  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  them: 

Mr.  Bunch  ou  oath  of  secrecy  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first  step  to  recog- 
nition was  taken.    He  and  Mr.  Belligny  together  sent  Mr.  Trescot  to  Richmond 

yesterday  to  ask  Jeff.  Davis,  President,  to the  treaty  of to  the 

neotral  flag  covering  neutral  goods  to  be  respected.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct 
treating  with  our  Government.     So  prepare  for  active  business  by  January  1. 

You  will  submit  this  information  to  the  British  Government  and 
request  that  Mr.  Bunch  may  be  removed  from  his  oflftce,  saying  that 
this  Government  will  grant  an  exequatur  to  any  person  who  may  be 
appointed  to  fill  it  who  will  not  pervert  his  functions  to  hostilities 
against  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  WasMngton,  August  23, 1861. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir  :  Presuming  that  they  will  be  of  interest  to  your  Department  I 
inclose  herewith  transcripts*  of  certain  letters  found  upon  the  person 
of  Mr.  Mure,  recently  arrested  under  suspicious  circumstances  at  New 
York, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  August  27, 1861. 
Charles  C.  Nott,  Esq.,  No.  69  Wall  Street,  New  York. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant*  is  received.    In  reply  I  have 
to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  deemed  compatible  with  the  public  interest 
to  permit  visitors  to  hold  intercourse  at  present  with  Robert  Mure. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Secretary. 

*  Not  found. 
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Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  5,  1861. 
Right  Hou.  Earl  Russell,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  I  have 
received  by  the  hands  of  a  special  messenger  of  the  Government  just 
arrived  in  the  steamer  Europe  from  the  United  States  a  sealed  bag 
marked  "  Poreign  office  3,"  with  two  labels  as  follows : 

On  Her  Brit.  Maj.'s  service. — The  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Johu  Russell,  M.  P., 
&.C.    Dispatches  in  charge  of  Robert  Mure,  esq. 

ROBERT  BUNCH. 

On  Her  Brit.  Maj.'s  service. — The  Right  Honorable  the  Lord  John  Russell,  M.  P., 
H.  B.  M.'s  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  aflairs,  foreign  office,  London. 

R.  BUNCH. 

Agreeably  to  instructions  communicated  by  my  Government  to  me 
to  see  that  this  bag  is  delivered  according  to  its  address  in  exactly 
the  condition  in  which  I  received  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
same  by  the  hands  of  my  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Benjamin  Moran, 
who  is  directed  to  deliver  it  into  your  own  hands  if  present,  or  if  absent 
into  those  of  one  of  the  undersecretaries  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  bag  has  found  its  way  from  the  possession  of  the  person  to  whom 
it  was  originally  intrusted  into  that  of  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States.  It  appears  that  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
on  the  15th  of  August  last  received  information  deemed  worthy  of  con- 
fidence that  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  the  bearer  of  this  bag,  was  at  the  same 
time  acting  as  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  insurrectionary  authorities 
of  Richmond  to  your  lordship.  Other  information  came  that  he  was  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  from  the  same  authorities  to  their  agents  in  Lon- 
don, and  still  other  information  from  various  sources  agreed  in  afBrminsr 
that  he  was  traveling  under  a  passport  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  consul 
at  Charleston.  Upon  this  information  instructions  were  sent  forthwith 
to  the  police  of  New  York  to  detain  Mr.  Mure  and  any  papers  which 
might  be  found  in  his  possession.  He  was  accordingly  detained  and 
is  now  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette  awaiting  full  disclosure.  A  large 
number  of  papers  were  found  upon  him,  an  examination  of  which  was 
found  fully  to  sustain  some  portions  of  the  information  which  had  been 
furnished,  and  to  prove  that  Mr.  Mure  was  acting  as  the  bearer  of  a  trea- 
sonable correspondence  between  persons  acting  in  open  arms  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  their  friends  and  emissaries 
in  Great  Britain.  He  had  also  with  him  several  copies  of  a  printed 
pamphlet  purporting  to  be  a  narrative  of  the  events  of  the  21st  of 
July  at  Manassas  Junction  addressed  to  persons  in  England  and  evi- 
dently intended  to  further  the  purpose  of  the  conspirators  in  South 
Carolina.  Robert  Mure,  the  bearer  of  these  papers,  is  represented  to 
be  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States  where  he  has  resided  for 
thirty  years  and  as  actually  holding  a  commission  of  colonel  in  the 
insurgent  forces  of  South  Carolina. 

It  turned  out  to  be  true  that  in  the  hands  of  this  gentleman  were 
found  in  an  open  envelope  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  passport,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  append  to  this  note,*  and  a  letter  of 
instructions  signed  by  Robert  Bunch,  Her  Majesty's  consul  for  the 
United  States  residing  at  Charleston,  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise 
appended.*  In  the  absence  of  all  other  evidence  against  Mr.  Bunch 
to  prove  his  departure  from  the  line  of  his  legitimate  duty  it  is  quite 
enough  to  call  the  attention  of  your  lordship  to  the  fact  that  in  issuing 

*  Omitted  here.    See  inclosurea  Kennedy  to  Seward,  August  14  p.  646. 
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such  a  paper  as  this  passport  he  has  acted  in  direct  contravention  of  a 
regulation  issued  by  the  proper  Department  of  the  United  States,  of 
which  he  had  received  notice,  which  forbids  all  recognition  of  any  diplo- 
matic or  consular  passport  so  far  as  to  permit  the  bearer  to  pass  tlirough 
tlie  lines  of  the  national  forces  or  out  of  the  country  unless  it  should 
be  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  commanding  gen- 
eral of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mure  attempted  to  do 
both  with  a  paper  bearing  no  such  signatures. 

There  is,  however,  other  and  still  more  serious  cause  of  complaint 
against  Mr.  Bunch  as  disclosed  by  the  papers  of  Mr.  Mure,  the  exposi- 
tion of  which  I  am  compelled  to  reserve  for  a  separate  communication. 
The  present  purpose  is  confined  to  an  explanation  of  the  reasons  which 
have  actuated  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  taking  the 
extraordinary  step  which  has  had  for  one  of  its  consequences  the  eftect 
of  diverting,  belt  but  for  a  moment,  apart  of  the  offtcial  correspondence 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  from  the  channel  in  which  it  was  origi- 
nally placed.  1  am  directed  to  express  the  regret  the  Government  feels 
that  such  a  measure  had  become  imperative,  and  to  assure  your  lord- 
ship of  its  earnest  desire  to  make  any  suitable  amends  which  may 
justly  be  required.  If  in  the  process  there  may  have  happened  a  slight 
interruption  of  the  correspondence  of  the  British  consul  it  is  their 
desire  that  the  pressing  nature  of  the  emergency  may  induce  your 
lordship  to  excuse  it. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  bag  passes  into  the  hands  of  your  lord- 
ship in  precisely  the  same  condition  in  which  it  came  from  those  of  Mr. 
Mure.  Comity  toward  the  Government  of  a  friendly  nation  together 
with  a  full  confidence  in  its  justice  and  honor  to  say  nothing  of  a  sense 
of  propriety  would  deter  the  Government  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  from  entertaining  the  idea  of  breaking  the  seals  which  protect 
it  even  were  there  ten  times  more  reason  than  there  is  to  presume  an 
intention  under  so  sacred  a  sanction  to  perpetrate  a  wrong  certainly  on 
one  and  perhaps  on  both  Governments. 

Still  less  is  it  the  intention  of  the  American  Government  to  intimate 
the  smallest  suspicion  of  any  privity  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  in  Great  Britain  in  aiding,  assisting  or  countenancing  a 
supposed  design  injurious  to  the  United  States  and  subversive  of  their 
sovereignty.  Much  ground  as  there  is  for  presuming  that  it  never  was 
the  intention  of  those  who  prepared  the  package  to  forward  it  to  its 
nominal  address  but  that  it  was  rather  the  design  after  bringing  bad 
matter  under  this  sacred  sanction  safely  through  the  dangers  of  hostile 
scrutiny  to  open  the  bag  themselves  and  to  disseminate  the  contents 
far  and  wide  among  the  evil-disposed  emissaries  to  be  found  scattered 
all  over  Europe,  this  consideration  has  never  weighed  a  single  moment 
to  change  their  views  of  this  trust  when  put  in  the  balance  with  the 
strong  reliance  placed  upon  the  good  faith  of  Her  Majesty's  constitu- 
tional advisers.  Least  of  all  has  it  been  in  the  thought  of  any  one 
that  your  lordship  would  consent  in  any  way  to  receive  the  papers  if 
they  are  really  illegal  in  their  character  or  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
the  United  States. 

Should  it,  however,  prove  on  inspection  that  any  abuse  has  been 
attempted  in  America  of  the  confidence  to  which  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment is  in  every  way  entitled  I  am  directed  to  express  to  your  lord- 
ship the  hope  that  any  papers  of  a  treasonable  character  against  the 
United  States  may  be  delivered  up  to  me  for  the  use  of  my  Govern- 
ment and  that  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston  if  shown  to  be  privy 
to  the  transmission  of  them  under  such  a  form  may  be  made  promptly 
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to  feel  the  severe  displeasure  of  the  Government  whose  good  faith  he 
has  sought  to  dishonor;  for  there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  nature  of  an  offense  which  involves  the  perversion  by  the  agent  of 
one  Government  of  the  hospitality  afforded  to  him  by  another  to  con- 
spire against  its  safety,  dignity  and  honor. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  most  obedient 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  3,  1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Ettssell,  &c. 

My  Lord:  The  uudersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  -deeply  regrets  the  painful  neces- 
sity that  compels  him  to  make  a  representation  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Russell,  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  touching  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  Her  Majesty's 
consul  for  the  port  of  Charleston  in  the  United  States.  It  appears 
from  the  contents  of  one  of  the  many  letters  found  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Robert  Mure,  bearer  of  dispatches  from  Mr.  Bunch  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  but  detained  as  an  agent  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  following  statement  is  made  of  the  action  of 
Mr.  Bunch  in  Charleston: 

Mr.  B.  on  oath  of  secrecy  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first  step  to  recogni- 
tion was  taken.  He  and  Mr.  Belligny  together  sent  Mr.  Trescot  to  Richmond  yester- 
day to'ask  Jeff.  Davis,  President,  to the  treaty  of to the  neutral 

flag  covering  neutral  goods  to  be  respected.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct  treat- 
ing with  our  Government.     So  prepare  for  active  business  by  1st  of  January. 

The  undersigned  is  instructed  to  submit  this  information  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  with  a  request  that  if  it  be  found  to  be  correct 
Mr.  Bunch  may  be  at  once  removed  from  his  olHce.  The  undersigned 
is  further  instructed  to  add  that  the  President  will  cheerfully  accord 
an  exequatur  to  any  person  who  may  be  appointed  to  succeed  him  who 
will  faithfully  perform  his  functions  without  injury  to  the  rights  and 
the  interests  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  Lord 
Russell  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  at  the  hands  of 
your  messenger.  Captain  Schultz,  of  a  bag  purporting  to  contain  public 
dispatches  from  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  the  consul  at  Charleston,  to  Lord 
Eussell,  the  head  of  the  foreign  office  in  London. 

In  conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  No.  63  dated 
the  17th  of  August  I  immediately  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell 
explanatory  of  the  reasons  why  such  a  bag  was  received  through  this 
channel,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  In  it  you  wiU  per- 
ceive that  I  have  endeavored  to  adhere  as  closely  as  possible  to  the 
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language  of  your  communication  to  me.  At  the  same  time  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  directions  contained  in  your  No.  64,  dated  the  17th  of 
August,  I  addressed  another  note  to  his  lordship  stating  the  grounds 
of  dissatisfaction  felt  by  the  President  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Bunch 
and  requesting  his  removal.  A  copy  of  this  note  is  likewise  appended 
to  the  present  dispatch.  These  two  notes  together  with  the  bag  in 
exactly  the  same  condition  in  which  I  received  it  from  Captain  Schultz 
1  directed  my  assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Benjamin  Moran,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  foreign  office  and  there  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  his  lord- 
ship if  present,  or  if  absent  from  town  into  those  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
under  secretaries  of  state  for  foreign  affairs. 

Accordingly  on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  the  4th  instant  at  about 
quarter  past  3  o'clock,  as  Mr.  Moran  reports  to  me,  he  went  to  the 
foreign  office  and  finding  Lord  Eussell  to  be  absent  from  town  he 
delivered  the  bag  and  the  notes  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Layard,  one  of 
the  undersecretaries.  Since  that  time  I  have  had  no  reply  from  his 
lordship  although  I  received  on  Saturday  last  two  notes  from  him  on 
matters  of  minor  consequence.  I  had  hoped  to  send  something  by  Cap- 
tain Schultz  who  returns  in  the  Great  Eastern  and  I  shall  yet  do  so 
if  it  should  come  before  the  bag  closes.  I  have  consented  to  the 
departure  of  Captain  Schultz  mainly  because  Mr.  Dayton  has  expressed 
a  great  desire  that  he  should  take  charge  of  his  dispatches  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  B.  C. 

Sm :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  received 
yesterday  from  Lord  Russell  in  answer  to  my  notes  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember transmitting  to  him  the  bag  of  Mr.  Bunch. 

It  appears  from  one  of  them  that  Mr.  Bunch  has  been  acting  under 
secret  instructions  which  are  only  now  acknowledged  because  they 
have  come  to  light,  and  that  his  granting  a  safe  conduct  to  an  emissary 
of  secession  charged  with  treasonable  papers  is  no  objection  to  his 
neutral  character  in  the  eyes  of  his  employers. 

With  regard  to  the  question  presented  in  the  other  note  it  is  satis- 
factory to  me  at  least  in  so  far  as  it  devolves  all  responsibility  for  the 
further  treatment  of  the  question  into  more  capable  hands.  I  transmit 
also  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  shall  not  dwell  further  on  the  difficulties  this  question  may  occasion 
but  proceed  rather  to  another  subject  not  altogether  foreign  from  it 
which  will  not  fail  to  require  speedy  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

[Inclo9ure  No.  1.] 

Foreign  Office,  September  9, 1861. 
Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c. 

Sir:  I  received  with  some  surprise  from  Lord  Lyons  an  intimation 
that  a  sealed  bag  directed  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  consuls  to  Her 
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Majesty's  secretary  of  state  had  been  seized  and  detained  by  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  It  seems  to  have  been 
suspected  that  Her  Majesty's  consul  had  inserted  in  his  official  bag  and 
covered  with  his  official  seal  the  correspondence  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  now  engaged  in  open  hostilities 
against  them. 

Had  Her  Majesty's  consul  so  acted  he  would  have  no  doubt  been 
guilty  of  a  grave  breach  of  his  duty  both  toward  his  own  Government 
and  that  of  the  United  States.  But  I  am  happy  to  say  there  does  not 
appear  on  opening  the  bag  at  the  foreign  office  to  be  any  ground  for 
such  a  suspicion. 

Her  Majesty's  Government  were  advised  that  the  suspension  of  the 
conveyance  by  post  of  letters  from  British  subjects  between  theNorthern 
and  the  Southern  States  was  a  contravention  of  the  treaty  on  this  sub- 
ject contracted  by  the  two  Governments.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  been  unwilling  to  press  this  view  on  the  United  States.  But  this 
stoppage  of  the  post  has  occasioned  great  inconvenience  to  individuals 
and  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Bunch  to  the  undersecretary 
of  foreign  affairs  showing  the  mode  in  which  he  has  endeavored  to 
palliate  the  evil  by  inclosing  private  letters  in  his  consular  bag. 

I  shall  address  any  further  communication  I  may  have  to  make  on 
this  subject  to  Lord  Lyons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

[Sub-iuclosure.] 

Charleston,  August  5, 1861. 
Her  Majesty's  Undersecretary  of  State 

FOE  Foreign  Affairs: 

Mr.  Bunch  presents  his  compliments  to  Her  Majesty's  undersecretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  and  takes  leave  to  inclose  to  him  herewith 
certain  letters  which  are  intended  for  the  post. 

They  are  principally  letters  of  servants,  governesses,  &c.  (British 
subjects),  which  owing  to  the  discontinuance  of  the  post  they  are  unable 
to  send  in  any  other  way.  Some  also  contain  dividends,  the  property  of 
British  subjects,  which  they  could  scarcely  receive  without  Mr.  Bunch's 
intervention. 

Mr.  Bunch  hopes  that  there  is  no  irregularity  in  this  proceeding.  No 
expense  of  postage  is  incurred  by  the  foreign  office  as  the  bag  in  which 
the  letters  are  contained  goes  by  a  private  hand  to  Liverpool. 

[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Foreign  Office,  September  9, 1861. 
Charles  Francis  Abams,  &c. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs,  has  received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Adams  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States' at  this 
court,  dated  the  3d  instant  giving  some  information  regarding  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Bunch,  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston  in  the  United 
States,  and  requesting  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  tbe  United 
States  that  Mr.  Bunch  may  at  once  be  removed  from  his  office. 

The  undersigned  will  without  hesitation  state  to  Mr.  Adams  that  in 
pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  British  and  French  Govern- 
ments Mr.  Bunch  was  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  persons  exer- 
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cising  authority  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  the  desire  of  those 
Governments  that  the  second,  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  those  States  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Mr.  Adams  will  observe 
that  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  Prance  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  articles  providing  that  the  flag  covers  the  goods 
and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on  board  a  belligerent  ship  are 
not  liable  to  condemnation.  Mr.  Bunch  therefore  in  what  he  has  done 
in  this  matter  has  acted  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  his  Govern- 
ment who  accept  the  responsibility  of  his  proceedings  so  far  as  they 
are  known  to  the  foreign  department  and  who  cannot  remove  him  from 
his  office  for  having  obeyed  his  instructions. 

But  when  it  is  stated  in  a  letter  from  some  person  not  named  that 
the  first  step  to  the  recognition  of  the  Southern  States  by  Great  Brit- 
ain has  been  taken  the  undersigned  begs  to  decline  all  responsibility 
for  such  statement.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  already  recog- 
nized the  belligerent  character  of  the  Southern  States  and  they  will 
continue  to  consider  them  as  belligerents.  But  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  not  recognized  and  are  not  prepared  to  recognize  the  so-called 
Confederate  States  as  a  separate  and  independent  State. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideratioD. 

EUSSELL. 

[Inclosnre  No.  3.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  13,  1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Earl  Etjssell,  &c. 

My  Loed:  The  undersigned  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
reception  this  day  of  two  notes  from  the  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Eussell,  Her 
Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  both  dated 
the  9th  of  September  and  both  in  reply  to  notes  addressed  to  his  lord- 
ship by  the  undersigned  on  the  3d  instant  touching  the  case  of  Mr. 
Bunch,  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  and  the  mode  of  transmis- 
sion of  his  dispatches.  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  inform  his 
lordship  that  copies  of  these  notes  will  be  transmitted  by  the  next 
steamer  for  the  consideration  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  requests  Earl  Kussell  to  accept  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration. 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


New  York,  September  20,  1861. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Sewaed,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Deae  Sie:  Mr.  Mott,  who  was  associated  with  us  for  Mr.  Mure,  of 
Charleston,  now  in  Fort  Lafayette,  having  left  for  Saint  Louis  the  fur- 
ther care  of  the  matter  has  devolved  upon  us.  May  we  ask  the  favor 
of  you  to  inform  us  by  letter  as  soon  as  the  Department  is  in  receipt  of 
the  expected  information  bearing  upon  the  case  that  we  may  apply  for 
a  personal  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  oblige. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

FOSTEE  &  THOMSON. 

42  R  E — SERIES 
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Washington,  September  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Mr.  Eobert  Mure,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  now  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette  expresses  his  ignorance  of  the  contents  of  the  letters  in  his 
possession  when  he  was  arrested  and  states  himself  to  be  innocent  of 
any  complicity  with  treason  to  the  United  States  Government.  In  his 
behalf  I  would  respectfully  request  an  opportunity  for  him  to  give  his 
deposition  under  oath  upon  the  subject,  to  be  added  to  such  other  evi- 
dence as  may  be  obtained  bearing  upon  his  case,  to  be  made  the  basis 
of  an  application  to  your  Department  for  his  release  from  imprisonment. 
To  obtain  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Mure  I  would  respectfully  ask  either 
that  a  pass  may  be  given  to  myself  accompanied  by  some  person  com- 
petent to  administer  an  oath  or  that  some  Government  officer  or  other 
person  may  be  appointed  by  the  Department  to  examine  Mr.  Mure  and 
reduce  his  deposition  to  writing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  THOMSON, 
69  Wall  Street,  New  York. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  2, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  receipt  of  your  note  of  27th  ultimo  conveying 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  was  truly  cheering  and  most  gratefully 
appreciated  by  me.  Poor  fellow,  he  knows  how  innocent  I  am  of  any 
treason.  1  am  glad  you  read  his  letter  for  it  speaks  for  itself.  Hearing 
Mr.  Thomson  has  returned  from  Washington  without  reaching  any  satis- 
faction in  my  case  is  disappointing,  but  I  have  reconciled  myself  to 
whatever  Mr.  Seward  has  in  store  for  me,  satisfied  of  my  own  innocence 
and  that  the  Government  is  acting  oppressively  and  wrongfully  with 
me.  I  inwardly  feel  this  which  nerves  me  to  stand  up  against  my  pres- 
ent trials,  hopeful  that  brighter  and  happier  days  will  soon  be  restored 
to  the  country.  I  can  never  repay  you  for  the  untiring  interest  you 
have  taken  in  my  misfortune.  I  hope  to  see  the  end  of  all  this  and 
prove  to  you  and  others  my  innocence  of  the  course  the  Government  is 
pursuing  with  me. 

They  require  me  to  take  an  oath  before  I  can  get  out  of  here,  without 
guaranteeing  my  personal  security  in  South  Carolina,  or  the  safety  of 
my  property  there.  Now  as  matters  stand  1  hope  soon  to  have 
protection  worth  having  for  I  intend  to  return  to  my  own  dear  native 
land  where  lean  secure  myself  by  returning  to  my  first  allegiance,  the 
home  of  my  birth. 

I  have  a  letter  from  my  son  Robert.  Poor  lad,  he  is  distressed  about 
me  but  hopes  I  will  soon  be  in  Scotland.  I  observe  the  Liverpool  cotton 
market  is  advancing.  As  I  have  no  late  letters,  I  do  not  know  how 
my  interest  there  stands  but  presume  my  friends  have  sold  out  some 
time  ago  which  may  be  unfortunate,  but  I  wait  advices.  When  does 
your  father  return  home'?  I  suppose  he  is  only  on  a  business  trip  and 
may  soon  be  home  again.  There  have  been  136  prisoners  in  this  fort, 
but  are  now  reduced  to  106.  We  are  too  crowded  for  comfort,  but  I 
rejoice  to  say  the  most  of  the  inmates  are  gentlemen  and  deserve 
another  fate  than  mere  confinement  on  suspicion.  The  President  says 
no  one  is  in  here  but  on  satisfactory  evidence  of  treason.  Alas  I  feel 
this  is  not  so,  but  we  must  all  yield  to  the  powers  that  be,  be  they  for 
good  or  evil. 
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It  is  really  wonderful  my  Mends  in  Charleston  could  so  well  keep 
Mrs.  Mure  in  ignorance  of  my  arrest.    I  question  if  such  a  course  is 
prudent.    It  in  the  end  may  be  more  severe  upon  her.    I  trust  not, 
however.    I  have  really  nothing  to  write  you  from  here. 
Yours,  faithfully, 

EOBT.  MURE, 
P.  S. — This  must  not  be  published. 


Fort  Lafayette,  October  — ,  1861. 
Messrs.  Foster  &  Thomson,  Ifew  York. 

Gentlemen  :  I  wrote  you  a  note  on  the  4th  stating  I  had  just  then' 
received  your  favor  of  20th  instant*  setting  forth  the  result  of  your 
(Mr.  Thomson's)  interview  with  Mr.  Seward  at  Washington.  The  more 
I  reflect  on  your  letter  the  more  I  feel  Mr.  Bunch  is  too  honorable  to 
have  complicated  me  in  using  his  consular  seal  to  cover  treasonable 
matter  to  his  Government.  If  the  evidence  of  such  be  established  then 
Mr.  Bunch's  exequatur  should  be  promptly  taken  from  him — in  fact  his 
Government  should  recall  him  and  hold  me  harmless  for  his  acts  when 
I  merely  conveyed  a  sealed  bag  without  the  least  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents. I  insist  that  my  deposition  be  taken  and  if  you  have  not  power 
to  get  this  done  other  counsel  be  called  to  your  aid  and  I  would  sug- 
gest the  name  of  the  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  at  Washington  (late  Attor- 
ney-General). Mr.  Seward  takes  such  grounds  as  are  not  likely  to  be 
sustained  if  properly  and  boldly  set  before  him. 

Touching  what  is  set  forth  as  a  passport  it  was  simply  an  open  letter. 
The  application  of  a  "  British  merchant "  was  not  improperly  applied, 
for  with  the  exception  of  myself  and  one  other  house  in  Charleston 
there  are  none  of  British  birth  and  in  that  way  the  name  of  a  British 
merchant  has  often  been  applied  to  me  in  Charleston.  My  business  is 
confined  to  England  mainly,  but  I  myself  placed  no  weight  on  Mr. 
Bunch's  letter  beyond  instructions  how  to  act  in  case  any  Government 
agent  or  official  required  my  authority  for  carrying  the  dispatches.  I 
left  Charleston  as  has  been  my  custom  for  twenty  years  as  aa  American 
citizen.  I  was  arrested  as  a  British  subject  and  being  such  in  one 
sense  made  no  formal  objection  for  proof  of  which  but  conferred  with 
Mr,  Archibald  or  his  vice,  Mr.  Edwards,  informing  him  upon  all  points 
as  to  my  citizenship,  &c. 

As  matters  now  stand  I  hold  that  Mr,  Seward  should  give  me  every 
opportunity  to  establish  my  innocence  by  procuring  such  information 
from  Charleston  as  to  set  at  rest  as  to  my  knowledge  of  what  was  in 
the  dispatch  bag  and  that  I  traveled  as  an  American  citizen  although 
bearing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bunch,  I  apprehend,  however,  such  treat- 
ment to  a  loyal  citizen  will  drive  him  hereafter  to  other  and  that  to  his 
mother  allegiance.  I  had  full  assurance  before  leaving  home  I  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  proceeding  via  New  York  to  Liverpool,  otherwise 
I  never  would  have  started  although  domestic  matters  in  Scotland 
claimed  my  presence.  Had  I  been  acting  in  any  way  against  the  Gov- 
ernment by  taking  up  arms,  &c,,  there  might  have  been  grounds  for 
confining  me  here,  but  as  I  did  nothing  against  the  Government  but 
carry  a  dispatch  bag  and  a  few  friendly  letters  which  the  powers  at 
Washington  thought  proper  to  break  open  and  publish,  1  contend  for 
the  latter  I  am  subject  to  no  offense.  The  former  is  a  matter  that 
remains  with  Mr,  Bunch. 


^  Not  fonud. 
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It  may  now  become  a  matter  for  the  two  Governments  to  settle. 
Meantime  I  may  have  to  suffer  my  liberty  and  be  otherwise  subjected 
to  dishonorable  imputations,  not  to  name  what  I  am  other  ways  losing 
in  a  domestic  and  pecuniary  way  from  my  long  confinement,  up  to  this 
time  now  nearly  two  months,  which  may  be  extended  to  an  indefinite  time. 
I  urge  you  therefore  to  again  write  or  see  Mr.  Seward  and  if  need  be 
employ  the  additional  assistance  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  who  I  know  to 
have  influence  at  Washington. 
Very  respectfully, 

EOBT.  MURE, 

Of  Charleston,  8.  G. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  soon  either  direct  or  through  Mr.  McGowan. 
The  rules  of  this  fort  demand  that  no  portion  of  this  letter  be  published. 

E.  M. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  15,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Bxjbke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  Robert  Mure,  a  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  engaging  upon  his  honor  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of 
the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  resid- 
ing in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
And  also  that  he  will  not  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United 
States  during-  the  pi'eseut  insurrection.  I  transmit  this  order  to  Robert 
Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department 
to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons 
and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no 
correspondence  or  other  improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to 
persons  outside  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWARD. 


FoET  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  17, 1861. 
I,  Robert  Mure,  do  hereby  engage  on  ray  honor  not  to  enter  any  of 
the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  resid- 
ing in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State; 
and  also  that  I  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States 
during  the  present  insurrection. 

EOBT.  MUEE. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  23,  1861. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  «fec. 

Sir  :  I  recur  once  more  to  your  dispatch  of  September  14.  On  the 
3d  of  that  month  you  addressed  a  note  to  Earl  Russell  in  which  you 
informed  him  by  my  direction  that  from  the  contents  of  the  many 
letters  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert  Mure,  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  but  detained  at  New  York 
as  an  agent  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  the  following  state- 
ment is  made  of  the  action  of  Mr.  Bunch  in  Charleston : 

Mr.  Bunch  on  oath  of  secrecy  communicated  to  me  also  that  the  first  step  to  recog- 
nition was  taken;  that  he  and  Mr.  Belligny  together  sent  Mr.  Trescot  to  Richmond 
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yesterdOT  to  ask  Jeff.  Davis,  President,  to the  treaty  of to the 

neutral  flag  covering  neutral  goods  to  be  respected.    This  is  the  first  step  of  direct 
treating  with  our  Government.    So  prepare  for  active  business  by  Ist  of  January. 

You  sabmitted  this  information  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  with 
a  request  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  if  it 
should  be  found  to  be  correct  Mr.  Bunch  might  be  at  once  removed 
from  his  office.  And  you  further  added  by  my  direction  that  the  Pres- 
ident would  cheerfully  accord  an  exequatur  to  any  person  who  might 
be  appointed  to  sacceed  Mr.  Bunch  who  would  faithfully  perform  his 
functions  without  injury  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

There  is  appended  to  your  dispatch  now  before  me  the  written 
answer  of  the  Earl  Eussell  to  your  note  thus  recited.  His  lordship 
answers  that  he  will  without  hesitation  state  to  Mr.  Adams  that  in 
pursuance  of  an  agreement  between  the  British  and  French  Govern- 
ments Mr.  Bunch  was  instructed  to  communicate  to  the  persons  exer- 
cising authority  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  the  desire  of  those 
Governments  that  the  second,  third  and  fourth  articles  of  the  declara- 
tion of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  those  States  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged.  His  lordship  then  asked 
you  to  observe  that  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  and  France  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  articles  providing  that  the 
flag  covers  the  goods  and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on  board 
a  belligerent  ship  are  not  liable  to  confiscation. 

Earl  Eussell  thereupon  proceeds  to  say  that  Mr.  Bunch  in  what  he 
has  done  in  this  matter  has  acted  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of 
his  Government,  who  accepts  the  responsibility  of  his  proceedings  so 
far  as  they  are  known  to  the  foreign  department  and  who  cannot 
therefore  remove  him  from  his  office  for  having  obeyed  their  instruc- 
tions. But  his  lordship  adds  that  when  it  is  stated  in  a  letter  from  some 
person  not  named  that  the  first  step  to  the  recognition  of  the  Southern 
States  by  Great  Britain  has  been  taken  he  (Earl  Eussell)  begs  to 
decline  all  responsibility  for  such  statement,  and  he  remarks  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  already 
recognized  the  belligerent  character  of  the  Southern  States  and  they 
will  continue  to  consider  them  as  belligerents,  but  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  recognized  and  are  not  prepared  to  recognize  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  as  a  separate  and  independent  State. 

You  are  instructed  to  reply  to  this  note  of  Her  Majesty's  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs : 

First.  That  Her  Majesty's  Government  having  avowed  that  Mr. 
Bunch  acted  under  their  instructions  so  far  as  his  conduct  is  known 
to  the  foreign  department,  and  that  Government  having  avowed  their 
responsibility  for  his  proceedings  in  that  extent,  it  is  admitted  that  so 
far  as  that  portion  of  the  subject  is  concerned  the  matter  is  to  be  settled 
directly  with  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Second.  That  a  law  of  the  United  States  forbids  any  person  not 
speciallv  appointed  or  duly  authorized  or  recognized  by  the  President, 
whether  citizen  or  denizen,  privileged  or  unprivileged,  from  counseling, 
advising,  aiding  or  assisting  in  any  political  correspondence  with  the 
Government  of  any  foreign  State  whatever  with  an  intent  to  influence 
the  measures  of  any  foreign  Government  or  of  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United 
States  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of  the  Government.  The  proceeding 
of  Mr.  Bunch  was  clearly  and  distinctly  in  violation  of  this  positive  law. 

Third.  This  Government  finds  no  sufficient  justification  or  excuse 
for  the  proceeding  of  Mr.  Bunch  thus  shown  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
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law  of  the  United  States  in  the  consideration  that  Great  Britain  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  articles  which  provide  that 
the  flag  covers  the  goods  and  that  the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on 
board  a  belligerent  ship  are  not  liable  to  confiscation. 

It  is  enough  to  say  on  this  subject  that  in  our  view  the  proper  agents 
of  the  British  Government  to  make  known  that  interest  here  are  the 
diplomatic  not  the  consular  agents  of  Her  Majesty,  and  that  the  only 
authority  in  this  country  to  which  any  diplomatic  communication  what- 
ever can  be  made  is  the  Government  of  the  United  States  itself. 

Still  less  can  the  United  States  admit  that  communication  by  Mr. 
Bunch  while  exercising  consular  privileges  with  which  he  was  clothed 
by  the  consent  of  the  United  States  with  insurgents  in  arms  against 
the  Federal  Government  is  justified  by  the  declaration  of  the  British 
ministry  that  they  have  already  recognized  the  belligerent  character  of 
the  insurgents  and  that  they  will  continue  to  consider  them  as  belliger- 
ents. It  is  indeed  understood  to  be  true  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  heretofore  issued  a  royal  proclamation  which  they  interpret 
as  declaring  that  they  recognize  the  insurgents  as  a  belligerent.  But 
it  is  also  true  that  this  Government  has  with  eqaal  decision  and  with 
equal  resolution  announced  to  the  British  Government  that  any  such 
declaration  made  by  the  British  Government  would  not  be  accepted 
as  modifying  in  the  least  degree  the  rights  or  powers  of  this  Govern- 
ment or  the  obligations  due  to  them  by  Great  Britain  as  a  friendly 
nation. 

Still  adhering  to  this  position  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  continue  to  pursue  as  it  has  heretofore  done  the  counsels  of  prudence 
and  will  not  suffer  itself  to  be  disturbed  by  excitement.  It  must  revoke 
the  exequatur  of  the  consul,  who  has  not  only  been  the  bearer  of  com- 
munications between  the  insurgents  and  a  foreign  Government  in  viola- 
tion of  our  laws  but  has  abused  equally  the  confidence  of  the  two 
Governments  by  reporting  without  the  authority  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment and  in  violation  of  their  own  policy  as  well  as  of  our  national  rights 
that  the  proceeding  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
treaty  with  the  insurgents  and  the  first  step  toward  a  recognition  by 
Great  Britain  of  their  sovereignty.  Moreover  the  conduct  of  the 
person  in  question  even  while  this  correspondence  has  been  going  on 
as  well  as  before  it  commenced  has  been  that  not  of  a  friend  to  this 
Government  or  even  of  a  neutral  but  of  a  partisan  of  faction  and  dis- 
union. 

In  reviewing  this  subject  it  would  be  unjust  to  Her  Majesty's  minister 
residing  here  as  well  as  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  omit  to  say 
that  that  minister  has  in  all  his  proceedings  carefully  respected  the 
sovereignty  and  the  rights  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  arrange- 
ments which  have  been  made  by  him  with  the  approval  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  communication  between  the  British  Government  and  its  consuls 
through  the  national  vessels  of  Great  Britain  entering  blockaded  ports 
without  carrying  passengers  or  private  letters  seems  to  forbid  any  neces- 
sity for  a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings  as  those  which  have  brought 
about  these  explanations. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Eussell  that  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch  has 
been  withdrawn  because  his  services  as  consul  are  not  agreeable  to  this 
Government,  and  that  the  consular  privileges  thus  taken  from  him  will 
be  cheerfully  allowed  to  any  successor  whom  Her  Majesty's  Government 
may  appoint  against  whom  no  grave  personal  objections  shall  exist.  It 
is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  President  to  reflect  that  the  proceed- 
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ing  which  I  have  been  considering  occurred  some  time  ago  and  that  the 
part  of  it  which  was  most  calculated  to  offend  and  to  which  exception 
is  more  especially  taken  finds  no  support  in  the  communication  of  Earl 
Kussell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the  missing  dispatch  of 
the  23d  of  October  from  the  Department,  which  relates  as  1  had  con- 
jectured to  the  case  of  Mr.  Bunch,  the  British  consul  at  Charleston. 
In  conformity  with  the  instructions  therein  contained  I  have  addressed 
a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  21, 1861. 
Right  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Right 
Hon.  Earl  Russell,  Her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  that  he  has  now  just  received  the  answer  of  his  Government  to 
the  note  addressed  by  his  lordship  to  the  undersigned  on  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember last  touching  certain  representations  made  by  him  under  instruc- 
tions from  his  Government  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Robert  Bunch,  Her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Charleston,  and  he  now  proceeds  to  submit  the  sub- 
stance of  the  same  to  his  lordship's  consideration. 

And  first  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  undersigned  to  be  able 
to  say  that  the  President  finds  that  that  part  of  Mr.  Bunch's  proceed- 
ings which  was  most  calculated  to  offend  the  United  States  and  to 
which  exception  was  more  especially  taken  has  no  support  in  the  com- 
munication of  his  lordship  to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  reply.  If  it 
be  true  that  Mr.  Bunch  made  any  assurances  direct  or  implied  to  the 
insurgents  in  the  United  States  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  recognize  them  as  a  State  it  is  now  clear  that 
he  acted  utterly  without  authority.  Whatever  is  the  responsibility 
which  may  be  supposed  to  attach  to  Mr.  Bunch  for  such  an  act  there  is 
no  disposition  left  to  assign  the  smallest  share  of  it  to  the  source  to 
which  he  is  indebted  for  his  offtcial  position. 

But  though  there  is  great  cause  for  gratification  in  this  view  of  his 
lordship's  note  the  undersigned  is  constrained  to  admit  that  in  another 
the  President  has  received  it  with  somewhat  less  satisfaction.  It  would 
appear  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  has  avowed  that  Mr.  Bunch  did 
act  under  instructions  so  far  as  his  conduct  was  known  to  the  foreign 
department  and  that  that  action  went  to  the  extent  of  communicating 
to  the  persons  exercising  authority  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States 
the  desire  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  the  second,  third,  and 
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fourth  articles  of  the  declaration  of  Paris  should  be  observed  by  the 
States  in  the  prosecution  of  the  hostilities  in  which  they  were  engaged. 
The  undersigned  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  submit  to  his'  lordship's  con- 
sideratiou  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bunch  received  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  a  recognition  exclusively  confined  to  the  performance 
of  consular  duties  and  that  in  proceeding  to  execute  others  which  very 
nearly  approach  if  they  do  not  absolutely  belong  to  those  of  diplomatic 
agents  only  he  seems  to  them  to  have  transcended  the  just  limits  of 
any  authority  which  they  had  ever  consented  to  vest  in  him. 

Well  aware  of  the  great  difiBoulties  necessarily  in  the  way  of  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  a  foreign  State  the  undersigned 
will  not  pretend  to  claim  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  It  should 
be  familiar  with  those  of  the  United  States ;  but  it  becomes  his  duty  to 
point  out  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bunch  in  accepting  the  post  which  he  did 
under  Her  Majesty's  authority  voluntarily  made  himself  amenable  at 
least  during  the  period  of  his  residence  to  the  authority  of  those  laws. 
When  therefore  he  received  a  direction  from  the  foreign  department 
to  do  an  act  which  was  not  known  by  it  to  be  a  violation  of  one  of  those 
laws  but  which  he  was  bound  to  know  to  be  such  his  duty  clearly 
should  have  been  instead  of  proceeding  at  once  in  contravention  of 
the  law  to  apprise  his  Government  of  the  position  he  was  placed  in 
and  to  await  their  decision  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  question 
involved.  The  statute  to  which  allusion  is  made  forbids  under  a  heavy 
penalty  any  person  not  specially  appointed  or  duly  authorized  or  rec- 
ognized by  the  President,  whether  citizen  or  denizen,  privileged  or 
unprivileged,  from  counseling,  advising,  aiding  or  assisting  in  any 
political  correspondence  with  the  Government  of  any  foreign  State 
whatever  with  an  intent  to  influence  the  measures  of  any  foreign  Gov- 
ernment or  of  any  officer  or  agent  thereof  in  relation  to  any  disputes 
or  controversies  with  the  United  States  or  to  defeat  the  measures  of 
their  Government. 

Neither  is  the  undersigned  so  fortunate  as  to  see  in  this  proceeding 
of  Mr.  Bunch  thus  shown  to  be  on  his  part  a  wanton  violation  of  the 
law  of  the  United  States  a  sufficient  justification  or  excuse  in  the  con- 
sideration that  Great  Britain  is  deeply  interested  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  articles  which  provide  that  the  flag  covers  the  goods,  and  that 
the  goods  of  a  neutral  taken  on  board  a  belligerent  ship  are  not  liable 
to  confiscation.  It  is  enough  to  say  on  this  subject  that  in  the  view  of 
nearly  all  civilized  nations  the  proper  agents  to  make  known  such 
wishes  are  the  diplomatic,  not  the  consular  agents  of  a  Government, 
and  that  the  only  authority  in  the  United  States  to  which  any  dip- 
lomatic communication  whatever  can  be  made  is  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  itself.  The  undersigned  is  too  confident  of  the  sound- 
ness of  the  principles  which  have  ever  actuated  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  in  all  its  relations  with  foreign  countries  not  to  affirm  that  it 
would  never  give  countenance  for  a  single  moment  to  the  application 
of  any  other  doctrine  than  this  to  the  management  of  its  own  affairs. 

Least  of  all  will  the  undersigned  be  permitted  to  admit  that  com- 
munication by  Mr.  Bunch  while  exercising  consular  privileges  granted 
to  him  with  the  consent  of  the  United  States  with  insurgents  endeavor- 
ing to  overthrow  the  Government  can  be  justified  by  the  declaration 
of  Her  Majesty's  ministers  that  they  have  already  recognized  the 
belligerent  character  of  those  insurgents  and  will  continue  so  to  con- 
sider them.  It  is  indeed  true  that  Her  Majesty's  proclamation  has 
been  issued  for  the  regulation  of  all  her  own  subjects  and  that  it  has 
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been  interpreted  by  her  Government  as  recognizing  the  insurgents  as 
a  belligerent.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  the  Government  of  the  D  nited 
States  declines  to  accept  any  such  interpretation  as  modifying  in  the 
least  degree  its  own  rights  and  powers  or  the  obligations  of  all  friendly 
nations  toward  it. 

Still  adhering  to  this  position  the  undersigned  is  instructed  to 
announce  as  the  result  of  the  most  calm  and  impartial  deliberation 
upon  the  question  thus  submitted  for  its  decision  the  necessity  which 
his  Government  feels  itself  under  to  revoke  the  exequatur  of  Mr, 
Bunch.  Neither  has  this  step  been  taken  without  the  pressure  of  a 
strong  conviction  that  independently  of  the  facts  already  alleged  his 
personal  conduct  even  down  to  the  time  this  correspondence  has  been 
going  on  as  well  as  before  it  commenced  has  been  that  not  of  a  friend 
to  the  Government  nor  even  of  a  neutral  but  of  a  partisan  of  faction 
and  disunion. 

In  conclusion  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  the  undersigned  has  it  in 
his  power  to  convey  to  Earl  Eussell  the  sense  entertained  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's  representative  at  Washington. 
It  is  felt  to  be  due  to  him  as  well  as  to  his  Government  to  say  that  in 
all  his  proceedings  he  has  carefully  respected  the  sovereignty  and  the 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  made  by  him  with  the  entire  approval  of  the  Government  for 
establishing  a  communication  between  his  Government  and  its  consuls 
through  the  national  vessels  of  Great  Britain  entering  blockaded  ports 
without  carrying  passengers  or  private  letters  bid  fair  to  preclude  all 
necessity  for  a  recurrence  of  such  proceedings  as  those  which  have 
necessitated  this  painful  correspondence. 

Having  thus  performed  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  of  announcing 
that  the  exequatur  of  Mr.  Bunch  has  been  withdrawn  because  his  serv- 
ices are  no  longer  agreeable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
the  undersigned  is  further  instructed  to  say  that  the  consular  privileges 
thus  taken  from  him  will  be  cheerfully  allowed  to  any  successor  whom 
Her  Majesty  may  be  pleased  to  appoint  against  whom  no  grave  personal 
objections  are  known  to  exist. 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  renew  to  Earl  Eussell  the  assur- 
ances of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  he  is  his  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 


Case  of  Henry  A.  Beeves. 

This  person  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  about 
the  2d  of  September,  1861,  at  Greenport,  Long  Island,  and  committed 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  the  editor  of  a  paper  published  at  Green- 
port  called  the  Eepublican  Watchman,  which  by  its  secession  teachings 
and  attacks  upon  the  acts  of  the  oflftcers  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  the  Administration  afforded  aid  and  comfort  to  the  insurrec- 
tionists. An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  October 
3,  1861,  directing  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  release  Eeeves  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and 
stipulating  not  to  do  any  hostile  act  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  said  Henry  A.  Eeeves  was  accordingly  released 
October  5, 1861. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  '^'■Arrests  for 

THal/vu/iH/u.^ 
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U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  Toric,  August  31, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  mailed  for  your  perusal  several  copies*  of  the 
Eepublican  Watchman,  published  at  Greenport,  Long  Island,  and 
await  your  opinion  as  to  whether  the  editor  shall  be  confined  at  Fort 
Lafayette  or  not. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

'  EOBT.  MUREAT, 


Washington,  September  2, 1861. 
EoBBET  Murray,  U.  S.  Marshal  : 

Arrest  the  editor  of  the  Greenport  Eepublican  Watchman  and  send 
him  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  deliver  him  into  the  custody  of  Col.  Martin 
Burke.  If  he  has  left  home  for  Syracuse  arrest  him  anywhere  on  the 
road  where  he  can  be  found. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Union  Office,  Biverliead,  Long  Island,  September  3, 1861. 

Dear  Governor  Seward:  Pardon  me  for  trespassing  upon  your 
time  for  a  moment.  It  is  high  time  that  the  arm  of  the  Government  was 
stretched  out  down  this  way.  The  traitor  press  and  traitors'  mouths 
ought  to  be  hermetically  sealed.  We  have  in  Greenport  a  paper  called 
the  Eepublican  Watchman  which  according  to  its  small  ability  is  doing 
what  mischief  it  can  and  weekly  teaches  secession.  Already  the  pro- 
prietor has  notified  the  sherifit"  of  our  county  of  his  expectation  of  a 
cleaning  out  by  the  loyal  people  of  the  place  in  order  of  course  to 
secure  damages ;  but  it  would  be  well  for  the  Government  to  step  in 
before  the  people  do  and  suppress  it  lawfully.  It  is  a  most  pestilent 
sheet,  supported  mainly  by  Ben  Wood  as  I  understand,  and  ought  to 
be  stopped.  According  to  its  power  it  is  equally  as  bad  as  the  New 
York  News,  Journal  of  Commerce  or  Day  Book.  If  you  do  not  inter- 
pose the  people  will  and  for  one  I  deprecate  their  taking  the  law  into 
their  own  hands. 

There  are  many  individuals  among  us  who  ought  to  be  arrested.  In 
every  way,  by  words  at  least  and  by  act  if  they  could,  they  malign  and 
damn  the  Government  and  make  themselves  so  obnoxious  to  fhe  wrath 
of  our  well-disposed  people  that  I  have  wondered  these  sympathizers 
with  Southern  traitors  have  not  already  been  tarred  and  feathered.  It 
is  a  state  of  things  we  cannot  long  submit  to  and  I  fear  the  word  will 
soon  be  given  that  will  produce  lawless  but  deserved  deeds.  A  few 
detectives  or  a  marshal  down  here  to  gather  names  and  facts  would  do 
something  perhaps  to  allay  the  feeling,  but  the  suppression  of  the 
Watchman  would  strike  terror  to  their  cowardly  hearts  and  keep  them 
silent.  I  sincerely  trust  that  something  will  be  done.  We  have  mur- 
derers enough  in  front  without  being  obliged  to  look  after  assassins  at 
our  backs.  One  of  the  fiercest  has  a  son,  postmaster,  who  pretends  to 
be  a  Eepublican,  both  no  doubt  playing  into  each  other's  hands  as  they 
have  done  heretofore.  We  are  getting  to  be  weary  of  these  things  and 
me.  beg  you  to  help  us. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  highest  esteem  and  regard,  faithfully  yours,  and 
my  country's, 

W.  VAN  ZANDT. 


*  Not  found. 
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Smithtown,  Long  Island,  September  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  earnestly  requested  by  a  large  number  of 
the  iriends  of  Mr.  Henry  A.  Reeves,  of  Greenport,  Long  Island,  now  a 
prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  his  arrest  and 
to  use  my  influence  for  his  release.  I  have  known  Mr.  Reeves  for  a 
long  time  and  have  always  esteemed  him  as  a  gentleman  of  worth  and 
integrity.  The  course  he  has  pursued  during  the  present  disastrous 
condition  of  the  country  has  not  met  with  my  approbation,  but  I  have 
still  deemed  him  loyal  though  I  think  his  views  erroneous  and  unten- 
able. He  has  a  mother  and  sister  entirely  dependent  upon  his  exertions 
for  support.  May  I  not  ask  his  release  upon  the  condition  that  his 
future  course  will  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  sentiment  so  loyally 
and  almost  universally  expressed  by  the  masses  of  the  North,  to  which 
I  think  he  ought  unhesitatingly  to  subscribe? 

Should  you  deem  that  a  compliance  with  the  above  request  would 
not  be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  you  would  receive  the  grateful 
thanks  of  his  family  and  friends  and  much  oblige,  yours,  respectfully, 

EDWD.  HENRY  SMITH, 
Member  of  Congress^  First  District  of  New  Yorlc. 

P.  S. — I  am  also  requested  to  ask  permission  to  visit  Mr.  Reeves  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  with  him  upon  his  affairs,  which  visit  (if 
granted)  must  of  course  be  subject  to  any  conditions  the  Government 
may  see  fit  to  impose.    An  early  answer  is  respectfully  requested. 

E.  H.  S. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  13, 1861. 
Hon.  Edward  Henry  Smith,  Smithtown,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  September  9  has  been  received.  Mr.  Reeves  has 
the  opportunity  to  submit  anything  to  the  Government  here  that  he 
desires  through  the  hands  of  Colonel  Burke.  Any  communication  that 
he  might  desire  to  make  would  receive  due  consideration ;  but  it  is  not 
deemed  expedient  by  the  public  authorities  to  grant  permission  for 
visits  to  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  except  in  compliance  with 
wishes  expressed  by  themselves.  I  should  be  happy  to  accede  to  your 
wishes  if  it  were  compatible  with  regulations  which  have  been  made 
out  of  regard  to  the  public  safety  and  welfare. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Lafayette,  Saturday,  September  21, 1861, 
S.  Wells  Phillips,  Watchman  Office,  Greenport,  Long  Island. 

Dear  Friend:  Tour  favor  of  the  17th  was  received  this  morning 
and  its  contents  noted  with  the  attention  its  importance  demands.  I 
have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to-day  of  which  I 
inclose  a  copy.  As  to  my  giving  proof  of  loyalty,  taking  an  oath,  &c., 
while  utterly  denying  that  I  have  done  anything  to  warrant  even  a 
colorable  pretense  of  necessity  for  any  such  test,  and  while  as  utterly 
repelling  the  imputation  that  arises  from  the  very  attempt  to  impose  it, 
I  am  yet  willing  to  accept  any  conditions  necessary  to  effect  my  release 
from  this  prison  which  are  compatible  with  my  own  honor  and  self- 
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respect.  Anything  that  does  not  leave  me  the  possession  of  these 
essential  elements  of  manhood  without  which  life  would  be  simply 
intolerable  and  useless  can  never  obtain  the  sanction  of  my  judgment 
nor  the  assent  of  my  mind.  I  recognize  the  full  importance  of  my  being 
at  liberty,  both  as  respects  my  own  and  the  interest  of  others,  nor  am 
1  inspired  with  any  quixotic  folly  of  affecting  the  glories  of  martyrdom, 
however  tempting  the  occasion  or  worthy  the  cause,  but  I  could  not 
live  outside  these  walls  if  to  purchase  such  liberty  1  had  subscribed  to 
conditions  in  any  wise  derogatory  to  my  personal  self-respect.  Retain- 
ing that  I  can  calmly  endure  whatever  measure  of  calamity  the  future 
may  have  in  store;  losing  that  the  amplest  freedom  of  action  and  the 
largest  degree  of  prosperity  are  alike  worthless  to  reconcile  me  with  an 
existence  void  of  all  inward  support  and  satisfaction. 

Still  this  is  presupposing  a  state  of  facts  that  may  never  arise. 
Until  I  know  definitely  the  grounds  on  which  I  am  held  and  the  terms 
proposed  to  be  submitted  for  my  acceptance  or  rejection  I  cannot  of 
course  tell  what  I  can  do.  Meanwhile  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you, 
to  Mr.  Smith  and  to  all  others  who  have  so  kindly  volunteered  their 
services  on  my  behalf,  and  we  will  hope  that  affairs  will  soon  be 
brought  to  some  decisive  issue.  *  *  *  Mr.  Smith  will  get  a  letter 
from  me  in  a  day  or  two  reciting  what  I  have  done  and  inclosing  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  Seward.  Good-bye.  Best  wishes  to  your  folks  and  to 
all  inquiring  friends. 

Very  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

HENET  A.  EEEVES. 

[IncloBure.] 

Port  Lafayette,  September  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  day  in  receipt  of  a  letter  covering  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  yourself  to  Hon.  E.  H.  Smith  in  response  to  his 
inquiries  relative  to  my  case,  in  which  you  state  that  I  have  "  oppor- 
tunity to  intrust  anything  to  the  Government  here  that  he  (I)  desires 
through  the  hands  of  Colonel  Burke,"  and  that  "  it  is  not  deemed 
expedient  by  the  public  authorities  to  grant  permission  for  visits  to 
the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette  except  in  compliance  with  wishes 
expressed  by  themselves."  I  have  been  unable  to  fully  satisfy  my 
mind  as  to  the  precise  meaning  or  force  rather  of  the  italicized  clause, 
but  if  it  reaches  to  the  extent  of  making  permission  to  receive  visitors 
dependent  on  my  previously  expressed  wish  1  hereby  respectfully  sig- 
nify my  wish  that  Hon.  Mr.  Smith  be  permitted  to  visit  me  at  this  place 
at  as  early  a  date  as  may  comport  with  his  convenience. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  REEVES. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  34, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  You  will  please  permit  Mr.  Edward  Henry  Smith,  of  Smith- 
town,  N.  Y.,  to  visit  in  the  presence  of  a  proper  officer  Henry  A. 
Reeves,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
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FoET  Lafayette,  October  1, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Hon.  E.  H.  Smith  has  visited  me  to-day  in  pursuance  of  your 
pass.  Acting  on  his  advice  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  forward  to  me  copies  of  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations if  there  be  any  which  are  lodged  against  me  in  the  State  or 
other  Department  of  the  Government,  to  the  end  that  I  may  know  the 
grounds  on  which  I  am  held  and  thus  be  enabled  to  determine  whether 
or  not  I  can  accept  any  proposed  terms  of  release, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENET  A.  BEEVES. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  3, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N,  I. 

Sir  :  Let  H.  A.  Eeeves  be  released  from  custody  on  his  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  engag- 
ing that  he  will  do  no  act  and  hold  no  correspondence  that  is  disloyal 
or  prejudicial  to  the  Union.  I  dispatch  this  by  the  hand  of  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Ludlow  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq,,  the  U.  S,  marshal,  who  has 
been  instructed  to  cause  a  police  examination  in  certain  cases, 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Smithtown,  October  4, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  permission  granted  by  the 
Department  I  visited  H.  A,  Eeeves  at  Fort  Lafayette  on  Tuesday  last. 
One  object  I  had  in  view  was  to  gratify  his  mother  who  is  much  dis- 
tressed, and  another  to  induce  him  to  apply  for  his  release  on  condition 
of  his  pledging  himself  to  give  his  support  to  the  Government  and  tak- 
ing the  necessary  oath.  With  the  permission  of  Colonel  Burke  I  placed 
before  him  the  inclosed  letter  from  Dr.  B.  D.  Carpenter,  an  influential 
man  and  a  neighbor  of  Eeeves.  I  deeply  sympathize  with  the  family 
of  Mr.  Eeeves,  who  by  his  incarceration  are  entirely  dependent  upon 
friends  and  neighbors  for  support.  I  also  sympathize  with  him  as  an 
old  and  warm  friend,  but  utterly  disapprove  the  course  he  has  pursued 
during  the  deplorable  condition  in  which  our  country  has  been  placed 
by  the  foul  rebellion  which  is  pervading  the  land. 

He  (Eeeves)  is  anxious  to  know  what  charges  were  made  against 
him  with  a  view  to  disprove  them  or  to  make  the  necessary  amends  if 
in  his  power,  which  if  he  will  do  I  respectfully  ask  his  release.  The 
immediate  friends  of  Mr.  Eeeves  express  themselves  willing  to  pledge 
the  future  of  his  paper  to  an  honest  and  loyal  course,  giving  an  unwav- 
ering adherence  to  the  Union  and  Constitution,  which  if  faithfully  per- 
formed will  undo  what  mischief  in  any  way  he  has  caused.  I  wish  it 
to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  have  no  sympathy  with  treason,  but 
deem  it  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  sustain  the  Government  in  its  hour 
of  peril  and  to  insist  upon  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  laws.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  intrusive  or  occupy  unneces- 
sarily your  valuable  time.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  latter  part  of 
the  inclosed  letter.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  let  me  know  the 
conditions  upon  which  Eeeves  will  be  released  if  at  all? 
Most  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

EDWD.  HENEY  SMITH, 

Member  of  Congress. 
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rinclosare.} 

CXJTCHOGtrE,  September  26, 1861. 
Hon.  Edward  H.  Smith. 

Deak  Sir  :  I  understand  that  you  are  in  possession  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  touching  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Eeeves.  Do  you  not 
think  with  us  that  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  have  a  personal  interview 
with  the  honorable  Secretary?  By  doing  so  you  will  be  able  to  more 
fully  explain  Mr.  Eeeves'  position  and  the  most  influential  causes  that 
resulted  in  his  arrest.  It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  a  personal  feel- 
ing was  the  motive  to  the  charges  made  against  him  and  that  not  the 
good  of  the  State  but  desire  to  gratify  personal  malice  the  reason  that 
his  arrest  was  so  diligently  pursued.  This  feeling  was  constantly  exerted 
to  stimulate  a  warm  and  ardent  but  honest  nature  until  he  was  led 
without  doubt  into  imprudent,  intemperate  expressions,  not  willfully 
designing  to  injure  the  State,  neither  to  embarrass  the  Administration. 
If  rightfully  understood  the  Secretary  will  readily  conclude  with  us 
who  see  and  feel  the  workings  of  it,  but  Mr.  Reeves  in  his  arrest  is 
doing  more  to  create  a  feeling  of  repugnance  to  the  Administration  than 
he  could  possibly  have  accomplished  by  any  course  that  he  might  pursue 
with  his  paper.  It  being  known  that  the  local  influence  was  not  a 
political  but  a  personal  one  tends  to  increase  the  feeling.  Mr.  Eeeves 
himself  is  a  Democrat,  but  his  relatives  are  nearly  all  Eepublicans. 
They  and  others  are  by  this  arrest  entirely  diverted  from  their  old  party 
afSuities. 

You  have  our  pledge  that  in  case  Mr.  Eeeves  is  released  and  again 
takes  charge  of  his  paper  it  shall  be  conducted  as  a  Democratic  paper, 
but  not  offensively  so.  Indeed  every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  patrons 
of  the  paper  (and  their  efforts  can  be  relied  on)  to  make  it  an  open, 
fair,  but  not  obnoxious  opponent. 
Thine,  as  ever, 

B.  D.  GAEPENTER. 

Another  reason  why  the  arrest  ot  Eeeves  is  creating  a  prejudicial 
feeling  in  the  community  is  the  fact  that  he  is  poor,  very  poor,  and 
besides  has  a  mother,  sister  and  imbecile  brother  entirely  dependent 
upon  him,  and  that  they  are  now  being  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions. You  will  see  at  once  what  effect  such  a  combination  of 
circumstances  would  be  likely  to  produce  acting  on  the  sympathies  of  a 
community  like  ours. 


FoET  Hamilton,  October  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  According  to  your  orders  of  the  3d  instant  I  have  this  day 
released  *  ♦  ♦  Henry  A.  Eeeves,  and  herewith  inclose  their  [his] 
separate  oath  of  allegiance  and  parole. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclostire  Ko.  1.] 

Poet  Hamilton,  October  5,  1861. 
I,  Henry  A.  Reeves,  do  give  my  word  of  honor  that  I  will  do  no  act 
and  hold  no  correspondence  that  is  disloyal  or  prejudicial  to  the 
Union. 

HENEY  A.  EEEVES. 
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■  [Inclosure  No. 2] 

State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Henry  A.  Reeves,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties 
which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

HENEY  A.  EEEVBS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  5th  day  of  October,  1861. 

CHARLES  W.  CHURCH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Oakdaxe,  Sayville,  Long  Island,  November  5, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Is  there  any  evidence  on  file  in  the  State  Department 
that  Mr.  H.  A.  Reeves  was  arrested  on  my  complaint?  You  will  greatly 
oblige  me  with  a  reply  by  return  mail  directed  to  me  at  the  New  York 
Hotel,  New  York. 


Yours,  truly. 


WILLIAM  H.  LUDLOW. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  6, 1861. 

Hon.  r.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir  :  On  the  subject  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ludlow  of  the  5th  instant 
which  you  received  I  have  to  state  that  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
any  evidence  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State  that  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Reeves  was  arrested  on  the  complaint  of  Ludlow. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'      '  E.  D.  WEBSTER. 


Long  Island,  December  23, 1861. 
Evidence  of  H.  A.  Reeves'  non-reform.    He  is  a  traitor  and  ought  to 
go  back  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  the  winter. 
^  '  JOHN  JONES,  Sr. 

[Inolosures  from  Brooklyn  Eveniog  Star,  Monday,  December  23, 1861.] 

[No.  l.| 

HONORABLY  DISCHAKGEI). 

Jacob  A.  Appley,  esq.,  of  Southold,  a  -vrell-knowu  citizen  who  was  arrested  in 
New  York  City  a  short  time  ago  charged  with  complicity  in  the  alleged  preparations 
to  send  the  bark  Angnsta  (of  which  he  is  owner)  on  a  slave  voyage  and  confined  in 
Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  Secretary  Seward  was  released  on  Tuesday,  the  charges 
against  him  proving  to  be  frivolous.  He  reached  his  home  on  Wednesday.  He  tells 
a  hard  story  of  the  fare  and  treatment  dispensed  to  the  unfortunates  confined  in  that 
infernal  bastile.— Greemport  (L.  J.)  Watchman. 
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We  never  knew  of  a  man  sent  to  prison  as  a  criminal  who  did  not 
consider  his  fare  and  treatment  "hard."  Offenders  are  generally- 
arrested  "for  nothing,"  at  least  they  always  say  so. 

[No.  2.] 

Judge  Flanders,  as  true  and  loyal  a  Democrat  as  the  State  contains,  is  a  martyr  to 
freedom  of  the  press,  being  held  iu  custody  at  Fort  Warren  without  even  the  color 
of  law. 

We  find  the  above  in  the  Greenport  (L.  I.)  Watchman,  edited  by  Mr. 
Eeeves  recently  released  under  mistaken  clemency  from  Fort  Lafayette. 


Washington,  October  17, 1863. 

Thtirlow  Weed,  Esq.,  Astor  House,  New  York. 

My  Deae  Weed:  It  is  not  in  my  judgment  expedient  for  me  to 
engage  in  correspondence  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  the  within  let- 
ter. You  can  say  to  the  police  commissioners  that  Murray  not  Ken- 
nedy made  the  arrest,  and  if  need  be  you  can  tell  Mr.  Bergen  that 
Colonel  Ludlow  did  not  recommend  the  arrest  but  it  was  made  on  other 
demands,  he  knowing  nothing  about  it. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  SEWAED. 

P.  S. — Please  return  the  papers. 

[Inclosare.] 

Brooklyn,  October  15, 1863. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  In  a  conversation  some  time  since  with  Thurlow  Weed 
he  stated  that  the  evidence  in  regard  to  Ludlow's  recommendation  of 
the  arrest  of  Eeeves  would  come  out  upon  the  case  of  the  police  com- 
missioners and  thought  I  had  better  get  a  resolution  passed  by  that 
board  asking  for  the  evidence,  which  he  said  he  had  read  in  the  State 
Department.  That  resolution  passed  and  I  am  informed  is  now  before 
you.  It  was  in  your  defense  that  I  made  the  statement  that  Ludlow 
was  the  cause  of  the  arrest,  he  stating  that  the  cause  of  the  arrest  was 
a  political  attack  made  in  a  paper  edited  by  Eeeves. 

Ludlow  has  denied  even  recommending  the  arrest  or  having  anything 
to  do  with  it,  and  has  tried  to  prove  it  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Webster. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  truth  and  justice,  to  history  and  to  me  that  the  facts 
should  be  placed  before  the  world.  Amongst  your  most  malignant 
mallguers  has  been  this  same  Ludlow,  and  Weed  knows  that  he  has 
made  charges  against  both  you  and  Weed  of  the  most  outrageous  char- 
acter. I  ask  this  as  a  matter  of  justice,  and  there  can  be  no  good  reason 
why  so  base  a  scoundrel  as  this  same  Ludlow  has  proved  himself  should 
be  she'  tered  by  your  Department.  The  arrest  at  the  time  was  highly 
censured  and  the  friend  who  excused  you  and  put  the  blame  where  it 
belonged  should  not  be  left  in  the  position  of  making  false  charges. 
Therefore  I  hope  you  will  consider  it  a  matter  of  duty  to  answer  in  full 
the  resolution  sent  to  you  by  the  police  commissioners.  You  will  pardon 
me  for  saying  that  I  think  your  own  friends  demand  that  the  whole 
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truth  should  be  made  known.  It  was  arrests  of  this  kind,  counseled  by 
leading,  pretending  Democrats,  that  has  given  Lope  and  life  to  the 
miserable  copperheads  of  this  State,  The  true  history  of  this  arrest  is 
undoubtedly  the  history  of  many  and  if  made  public  will  do  much  to 
put  down  this  miserable  faction  and  cause  the  election  I  think  of  a 
Union  senator  for  the  First  district. 
Yours,  &c., 

A.  .T.  BEIWJEN. 


Case  of  Cyrus  F.  Sargent. 

Cyrus  F.  Sargent  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  by 
U.  S.  Marshal  Clarke,  of  Maine,  about  September  5,  18G1,  and  committed 
to  Fort  Lafayette  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  He 
was  charged  with  having  a  contract  to  furnish  rebel  regiments  with 
supplies;  with  being  engaged  in  building  a  vessel  to  carry  war  material 
to  the  insurrectionary  States;  with  denouncing  the  Government  and 
avowing  sympathy  with  treason,  and  with  intending  to  leave  the  State 
of  Maine  for  the  insurrectionary  States  and  affording  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  rebellion.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State 
dated  November  6, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort 
Warren,  to  release  Sargent  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipu- 
lating that  he  will  do  no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States 
during  the  present  insurrection.  He  was  accordingly  released  Novem 
ber  10,  18C1. — From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  ^^  Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty,^^ 


Yarmouth,  Me.,  August  30, 18<il. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Washington,  J>.  C. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  your  Department  that  Cyrus  F.  Sargent  and 
Octavius  A.  Hill,  members  of  New  Orleans  firms,  representatives  of  the 
ship-owning  and  slave-holding  interests  and  contractors  for  supplying 
regiments  in  the  rebel  army,  are  now  in  this  town  denouncing  the  Gov- 
ernment and  boldly  avowing  their  sympathy  for  treason. 

It  is  their  intention  to  leave  in  a  few  days  for  New  Orleans.  If  it  is 
thought  desirable  to  airest  them  the  authorities  of  Portland  will  attend 
to  the  matter  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Government.  I  have  given 
information  to  General  Scott,  to  whom  I  am  not  entirely  unknown.  To 
him  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  for  additional  particulars.  Tbe 
Department  can  rely  on  the  correctness  of  these  facts. 
Very  respectfully,  yours. 

WM.  G.  HOIJEN. 


POETLANR,  September  5, 1801. 

W.  H.  SewaED  : 

I  have  arrested  Hill  and  Sargent.    Shall  send  them  to  New  York 
to-day. 

CHAS.  CLARKE, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 
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Portland.  September  5, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

Sargent  aud  Hill  arrested  on  your  dispatch*  and  in  prison.    Are 
fretting  out  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.    Send  instructions  immediately. 

CHAS.  CLARKE, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  5, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Washington. 

General:  Please  order  by  telegraph  the  military  commander  at 
Portland,  Me.,  to  receive  Sargent  and  Hill  of  that  city  who  have  been 
arrested  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  by  direction  of  this  Dej)artment  for  vio- 
lating the  injunctions  in  the  recent  proclamation  of  tUe  President. 
Direct  the  commander  also  not  to  respect  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
which  may  be  issued  in  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washingto7i,  September  5, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Greene, 

Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Fort  Prebel,  Portland,  Me. : 
Keceive  from  U.  S.  marshal  at  Portland  Messrs.  Sargent  and  Hill, 
who  have  been  arrested  for  ijolitical  offenses.  Refuse  to  obey  any  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  that  may  be  served  upon  you  in  their  cases.  Seud 
them  quietly  under  charge  of  an  officer  and  if  necessary  a  few  men  by 
any  suitable  water  conveyance  from  I'ortland  to  New  York  and  deliver 
tbem  for  safe-lreepiug  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  Fort 
Lafayette. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Portland,  Me.,  September  5, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward: 

Sargent  and  Hill  taken  from  the  marshal  on  habeas  corjius.  Hearing 
at  3  to-morrow. 

GEO.  P.  TALBOT, 

District  Attorney. 

Washington,  September-  ll,  1861 
[Hon.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Interior :  \ 

Cyrus  F.  Sargent  and  O.  A.  Hill  have  a  contract  to  supi^ly  two  rebel 
regiments  at  New  Orleans.  It  is  alleged  at  Yarmoutli,  Me.,  that  the 
said  Sargent  and  Hill  are  there  building  a  vessel  to  carry  material  to 
the  coast  of  Texas.  This  I  have  from  Mr.  George  Woods,  a  citizen  of 
Yarmouth,  who  is  now  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

D.  L.  EATON, 
.Pre-emption  Division,  Land  Office. 


'  Not  found. 
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Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
U.  S.  Marshal,  Portland,  Me. : 

If  you  cau  now  arrest  Cyrus  F.  Sargent  and  O.  A,  Hill  and  convey 
them  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  and  deliver  them  into  custody  of  Col. 
Martin  Burke  you  are  hereby  directed  to  do  so. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 


Portland,  Me.,  September  23, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  : 
Have  arrested  Cyrus  F.  Sargent*  and  delivered  him  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

CHAS.  CLARKE, 

U.  S,  Marshal. 


Auburn,  Me.,  September  30, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  The  friends  of  Cyrus  F.  Sargent  have  requested  me  to 
write  to  you  in  connection  with  a  petitiont  which  they  have  signed  to 
that  efl'ect  asking  that  the  cause  of  his  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette 
may  be  investigated,  and  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare 
upon  his  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance  that  he  may  be  discharged.  I 
have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Sargent  and  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  cause  or  circumstances  attending  his  arrest,  but  I  am 
acquainted  with  many  of  those  who  have  signed  his  petition  and  know 
them  to  be  loyal  and  respectable,  occupying  high  social  positions,  whose 
statements  and  wishes  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  as  Mr.  Sargent 
is  claimed  to  be  a  citizen  of  Maine  and  a  resident  of  the  district  which 
I  represent  1  have  thought  it  not  unreasonable  for  me  to  comply  with 
their  request  so  far  as  to  call  your  attention  to  his  case  and  inform  you 
of  the  high  social  position  of  many  of  the  signers  of  his  petition,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  you  will  cause  the  desired  investigation  to  be 
made  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 
Yours,  with  respect, 

C.  W.  WALTON, 
Member  of  Congress,  Maine. 


Portland,  October  1,  1861. 
Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  to  state  to  you  the  character  of  the  petition s|  to 
be  forwarded  to  you  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Cyrus  F.  Sargent. 
The  petition  signed  by  Eleazer  Burbank  and  others  contains  the 
names  of  many  gentlemen  known  to  me  as  among  the  leading  Repub- 
licans and  most  zealous  and  ardent  friends  of  the  Government;  that 
signed  by  R.  G.  Blanchard  and  others,  tliough  as  I  am  informed  signed 
mostly  by  Democrats  yet  contains  the  names  of  several  gentlemen  of 
high  respectability,  and  who  1  have  no  doubt  give  their  warm  support 

*  This  was  evidently  a  re-arrest  after  his  release  throngb  the  habeas  corpus  pro- 
ceedings.   No  record  found  of  Hill's  re-arrest. 

t  Omitted. 

♦  Petitions  asking  for  investigation  of  the  case  of  Sargent,  and  for  his  discharge, 
omitted. 
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to  the  Government  in  its  present  struggle.  Botli  together  embrace 
£1  large  number  of  the  people  of  Yarmouth,  Mr.  Sargent's  place  of 
residence. 

I  can  see  no  good  reason  why  their  request  should  not  bs  granted, 
but  as  I  know  uothiug  of  the  facts  do  not  assume  to  judge  the  matter. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  October  5, 1861. 

George  F.  Talbot,  Esq., 

V.  S.  District  Attorney,  Machias,  Me. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  herewith  the  papers  upon  which  Gyrus  F.  Sargent 
was  arrested  together  with  such  as  have  been  submitted  to  me  askiug 
for  his  release.  M'^ill  you  please  examine  them,  taking  such  other  testi- 
mony as  may  be  ofi'ere'd  and  report  to  me  your  opinion  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  case.  Please  return  the  papers  to  this  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Portland,  October  9, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  this  day  received  the  papers  relating  to  the  application 
of  Cyrus  F.  Sargent,  a  prisoner  of  war  in  confinement  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
for  release.  I  have  addressed  letters  to  the  persons  furnishing  the 
information  upon  which  the  arrest  was  made  with  a  view  of  taking 
their  testimony  and  shall  take  such  other  evidence  as  will  be  offered, 
after  which  and  as  soon  as  the  case  can  be  investigated  I  avHI  report  to 
you  and  return  the  papers. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEOEGE  P.  TALBOT, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  District  of  Maine. 


Portland,  October  12, 1861. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  friends  (family)  of  Sargent  have  requested  me  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  petitions  heretofore  forwarded  to  you  for  a  speedy 
examination  of  his  case  as  they  feel  confident  that  it  will  result  in  his 
release.  Their  anxiety  is  occasioned  by  the  situation  of  his  family, 
he  having  four  young  children  who  having  lost  their  mother  need  his 
personal  supervision.  I  write  this  merely  to  comply  with  their  request 
that  I  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  matter. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 


Portland,  November  5,  1861, 
William  H.  Seward: 

I  send  by  next  mail  depositions  and  report  in  case  of  Gyrus  F.  Sar- 
gent. My  conclusion  is  that  his  further  detention  is  not  necessary. 
Domestic  reasons  for  early  release. 

GEORGE  F.  TALBOT, 

U.  S.  District  Attorney. 
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Office  of  the  U.  S.  Attorney, 

Portland,  November  5,  1S6L 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  ITaviug  been  by  your  letter  of  the  3(1  ultimo  requested  to  examine 
the  papers  upon  which  Cyrus  P.  Sargent,  of  Yarmouth,  in  this  State, 
late  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  was  arrested  together  with  such  as  were  sub- 
mitted to  you  asking  his  release  and  such  additional  testimony  as  might 
be  offered  and  to  report  my  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  I  have 
complied  with  your  request,  and  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report 
together  with  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  and  such  affidavits  as  I  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  take. 

I  am  informed  that  the  prisoner  Sargent,  whose  wife  deceased  last 
May,  has  under  his  care  a  family  of  young  children  now  requiring  his 
special  attention  on  account  of  the  serious  illness  of  one  of  them.  1 
have  therefore  telegraphed  to  you  the  conclusion  to  which  I  have 
arrived  upon  examining  the  case  in  order  that  his  detention  in  prison 
might  not  be  attributable  for  a  single  day  to  mere  delay  in  forwarding 
a  report  and  the  evidence  to  Washington. 

The  information  u])ou  which  Sargent's  arrest  was  ordered  appears 
to  be  a  letter  from  William  G.  Hoben  of  August  30  ultimo  and  a  letter 
of  D.  L.  Eaton  of  September  11  ultimo,  referring  to  George  Woods,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  as  authority  for  its  statements.  The  charges  in  these 
letters  are  tliese :  First,  he  was  one  of  a  business  firm  who  had  a  contract 
for  the  supply  of  rebel  regiments ;  second,  they  were  building  a  vessel  at 
Yarmouth  to  carry  material  (of  war)  to  the  coast  of  Texas;  third,  while 
in  Yarmouth  they  denounced  the  Government  and  avowed  sympathy 
with  treason;  fourth,  they  were  about  to  leave  the  State  with  the  pur- 
pose of  going  to  New  Orleans. 

Proceeding  to  investigate  the  grounds  of  these  charges,  I  addressed 
letters  to  Messrs.  Hoben,  Eaton  and  Woods  recapitulating  the  informa- 
tion accredited  to  them  and  asking  them  to  state  such  facts  in  support 
of  tliese  charges  as  were  within  their  own  knowledge,  or  to  refer  me  to 
persons  who  had  knowledge  of  such  facts  whose  affldavits  might  be 
taken,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  all  communications  and  affi- 
davits should  be  regarded  as  confidential.  From  Mr.  Hoben  I  received 
no  reply,  and  it  appears  from  Mr.  O.  B.  Pratt's  aflftdavit  that  he  has 
been  absent  from  Yarmouth  about  six  weeks  and  is  now  supposed  to  be 
in  Washington.  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Woods  have  replied  and  I  forward 
their  letters  as  a  part  of  my  report. 

.  Mr.  Woods  appears  to  have  no  knowledge  whatever  as  to  either  of 
the  charges  except  that  he  completely  negatives  the  second.  He  refers, 
however,  to  Capt.  Calvin  Humphrey,  late  of  the  ship  State  of  Maine, 
and  to  the  postmaster  at  Yarmouth  as  persons  likely  to  have  knowledge 
of  facts  tending  to  substantiate  the  first  and  third  charges.  Captain 
Humphrey  as  appears  by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Ingraham  is  absent  on  a 
voj'age  from  Europe  to  the  Chincha  Islands,  and  I  judge  that  the  friendly 
nature  of  his  relations  with  the  prisoner  and  the  sympathy  for  the  rebel 
cause  attributed  to  him  by  Mr.  Woods  will  not  authorize  the  expecta- 
tion that  his  testimony  when  obtained  will  be  any  more  conclusive 
against  the  prisoner  than  that  already  obtained.  However  that  may 
be  it  does  not  seem  to  me  expedient  to  suspend  a  decision  of  the  case 
to  await  his  uncertain  return  and  doubtful  testimony. 

I  have  taken  the  testimony  of  the  postmaster  referred  to  in  Mr. 
Woods'  letter,  Mr.  Otis  B.  Pratt,  of  Yarmouth,  and  forward  it  as  a  part 
of  the  case.    In  reference  to  the  first  charge  he  seems  to  have  no  actual 
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kuowledge.  He  had  lieard  one  Joseph  Gooding  say  that  Sargent  and 
Hill  had  a  contract  to  sui^ply  the  rebel  army,  but  Gooding  communi- 
cated this  as  information  obtained  in  this  State  during  the  last  summer 
and  not  as  what  he  had  learned  at  the  South;  and  indeed  it  appears 
that  he  left  the  South  previous  to  the  taking  of  Fort  Sumter.  In 
reference  to  the  second  charge  Mr.  Pratt's  information  is  hearsay;  and 
if  it  were  sufficient  evidence  it  is  evidence  only  of  a  wish  of  Sargent  & 
Hill  to  load  Gooding's  vessel  with  supplies  for  the  rebel  army — a  wish 
not  followed  by  any  attempt  or  overt  act  to  accomplish  it.  The  state- 
ment of  Pratt  goes  far  toward  discrediting  the  supposition  of  any  such 
attempt  or  act.  There  appears  to  be  nothing  in  the  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Pratt  tending  to  sustain  the  third  charge  other  than  that  the  prisoner 
was  in  political  sympathy  with  the  Breckinridge  branch  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  this  State  and  openly  expressed  the  opinions  which  that 
party  expressed  and  continue  to  express  with'  reference  to  the  rebellion, 
the  war  and  the  Administration.  So  long  as  such  declarations  are 
unaccompanied  by  treasonable  acts  it  is  certainly  not  the  policy  or 
purpose  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with  them.  Pratt  affirms  that 
he  heard  nothing  of  a  treasonable  nature  said  by  Sargent  or  imputed 
to  him  by  others.  I  should  have  sought  out  this  Captain  Gooding  and 
taken  his  affidavit  but  for  his  absence  at  sea. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Eaton's  letter  in  reply  to  mine  is  under  date  of  October  22 
ultimo  and  is  appended  to  this  report.  He  admits  that  he  has  no 
actual  knowledge  in  reference  to  the  charges. 

Such  are  the  results  of  my  cflbrts  to  make  certain  and  definite  the 
accusations  upon  which  the  Government  ordered  the  summary  arrest 
of  tlie  prisoner,  and  such  may  be  considered  at  this  stage  the  whole 
strength  of  the  Government's  case. 

I  now  turn  very  briefly  to  comment  upon  the  testimony  offered  in 
behalf  of  the  prisoner's  release.  It  consists  of  the  affidavits  of  Elias 
H.  Sargent,  Ammi  Storer,  Sylvanus  C.Blanchard  and  Ferdinand  Ingra- 
ham,  which  I  transmit*  with  this  report.  Elias  H.  Sargent  is  a  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Sargent  &  Hill,  and  states  expressly  that  neither  he  nor 
the  prisoner  had  knowledge  that  the  member  of  the  firm  left  in  New 
Orleans  was  concerned  in  furnishing  military  supplies  to  the  rebels,  and 
that  if  such  member  was  concerned  in  that  business  neither  of  them 
gave  any  consent  to  the  enterprise.  It  appears  that  if  anything  of  the 
kind  was  dojie  it  was  after  the  return  of  the  Messrs.  Sargent  to  the 
Korth,  and  after  communications  between  North  and  South  had  been 
interrupted  by  the  war.  Whatever  responsibility  might  under  ordinary 
circumstances  rest  upon  the  head  of  the  commercial  house  for  acts  done 
by  his  partnership  and  in  part  upon  his  capital  or  credit  the  extraordi- 
nary state  of  the  country  at  the  time,  arresting  travel  and  interrupt- 
ing correspondence,  would  seem  to  relieve  him  in  this  case.  This  is  all 
there  is  in  this  part  of  the  testimony  relating  to  particular  acts  of  the 
prisoner. 

Mt.  Ammi  Storer's  affidavit  undoubtedly  states  the  extent  of  Sar- 
gent's mere  political  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  The  afliant  is  under- 
stood to  be  of  the  same  i)olitical  school  and  was  therefore  in  a  position 
to  elicit  his  confidence.  He  seems  to  have  expressed  himself  as  a  con- 
siderable party  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  done  without  any  disguise 
and  Avithout  consciousness  of  liability  to  punishment  or  inquisition. 
Doubtless  his  political  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  movers  of  the  great 
rebellion  were  further  stimulated  by  his  business  relations  with  the 

*  Omitted;  substance  stated  in  this  report. 
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South  and  by  his  temporary  residence  there.  Nothing  of  this  kind, 
however,  unaccompanied  by  overt  acts  and  no  virulence  of  party  feel- 
ing however  insidious  and  dangerous  should  subject  him  to  restraint  at 
the  hands  of  a  just  and  liberal  constitutional  Government. 

The  other  charges  do  not  seem  to  be  alluded  to  in  these  affidavits  nor 
does  the  case  find  any  evidence  tending  to  sustain  the  fourth  charge  of 
the  accusation.  Reviewing  the  whole  matter  my  opinion  is  that  there  is 
not  sufficient  evidence  accessible  to  the  Government  to  warrant  ordering 
Sargent  to  be  put  upon  his  trial  for  treason,  conspiracy  or  any  other 
offense,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  he  is  such  an  enemy  to  the  Gov- 
ernment as  to  demand  his  further  detention  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  At  the 
time  his  arrest  was  lirst  ordered  the  posture  of  public  affairs  was  such  that 
the  proceeding  summary  as  it  was  tended  to  strengthen  the  cause  of  the 
Government,  and  was  approved  by  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens  under 
the  prevalent  belief  that  the  Administration  was  in  possession  of  some 
facts  showing  his  complicity  with  treason.  At  that  time  hopes  were 
cherished  by  a  portion  of  our  citizens  that  a  political  demonstration 
might  be  made  at  the  polls  which  would  paralyze  the  Administration 
in  its  efforts  to  subdue  the  rebellion  and  would  compel  it  to  offer  some 
ignoble  and  unjust  concessions  to  the  armed  traitors.  The  loyalty  of 
the  people  has  disappointed  all  such  hopes.  The  feeble  demonstration 
at  the  polls  of  hostility  to  the  war  policy  of  the  Government  showed  the 
impracticability  of  this  political  diversion  in  favor  of  the  rebels.  Sum- 
mary and  severe  measures  seem  to  be  no  longer  required  and  the  Gov- 
ernment may  for  the  present  safely  rely  upon  the  patriotism  and  devo- 
tion of  the  great  mass  of  its  citizens. 

While  the  unhealthy  political  associations  of  Sargent  and  his  South- 
ern connections  seem  to  justify  the  requirement  from  him  as  the  con- 
dition of  his  release  of  a  renewal  of  his  oath  of  loyalty  and  perhaps 
his  subjection  for  a  period  to  such  surveillance  as  may  not  be  incom- 
patible with  his  liberty  his  immediate  release  from  imprisonment  will 
be  an  act  of  clemency  and  justice  likely  to  influence  him  favorably  and 
to  strengthen  the  Government  in  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Maine,  and  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  pledge  my  own 
vigilance  and  that  of  the  subaltern  executive  officers  of  the  United 
States  in  this  district  that  this  act  of  clemency  shall  not  be  hereafter 
abused  to  the  peril  of  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  highest  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOKGE  F.  TALBOT, 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Maine. 

[Incloaiiro  No.  1.] 

Washington,  October  32,  1861. 
Geokge  F.  Talbot,  Esq.,  TJ.  8.  District  Attorney. 

Sir:  On  my  return  from  a  visit  to  Maine  I  found  on  my  table  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant  touching  the  case  of  Cyrus  F.  Sargent,  now 
confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  But  for  my  absence  it  would  have  been 
answered  before.  „   ,     „  „ 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  my  knowledge  of  the  facts  alleged 
in  the  information  communicated,  1  have  no  authority  but  that  which 
I  gave  at  the  time  of  submitting  the  facts  in  the  paper  which  you  have 
quoted.  The  allegations  and  the  name  of  my  informant  were  written 
by  me  on  the  same  slip  of  paper  and  passed  to  lion,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.    I  have  not  met  Sargent  for  years,  but  in 
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the  course  of  friendly  correspondence  with  Prof.  George  Woods,  of  Yar- 
mouth, now  of  Pittsburg,  he  stated  the  facts  which  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  communicate.  Knowing  Sargent  to  be  a  slave-trader,  that  bis 
property  is  almost  all  in  Southwestern  Arkansas,  and  that  bis  denun- 
ciations of  the  Government  were  as  malignant  as  bis  expressed  wishes 
for  the  success  of  the  Southern  rebellion  appeared  to  be  devout  and 
hearty,  it  seemed  to  me  not  amiss  to  have  him  in  keeping.  I  should 
add,  however,  that  I  know  the  latter  fact,  to  wit,  that  of  bis  hostility 
to  the  United  States  from  hearsay,  the  truth  of  which  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  acce])tiug. 

In  a  recent  visit  of  a  week  in  Portland  and  vicinity  I  did  not  meet  a 
man,  woman  or  child  who  spoke  of  the  arrest  of  Sargent  who  did  not 
consider  it  the  best  thing  the  Government  had  done  in  that  vicinity. 
The  peoide  recognize  in  Sargent  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  they 
base  their  judgment  upon  the  tone  and  tenor  of  his  general  conversa- 
tion in  the  town  where  he  lived  and  in  the  places  where  he  resorted. 
Doubtless  Mr.  Woods  can  give  you  the  data  for  his  statements. 
With  areat  respect,  1  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  L.  EATON. 

[Inclosui'O  iTo.  2.] 

PiTTSBUKG,  Pa.,  October  19, 1861, 
George  F.  Talbot,  U.  S.  Attorney. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  9th  caused  me  much  surprise  as  my 
letter  to  Mr.  D.  L.  Eaton  was  on  other  business,  and  the  information  in 
it  in  relation  to  the  strong  secession  feeling  in  Yarmouth  was  commu- 
nicated to  liim  as  one  interested  in  Yarmouth  without  any  intention  on 
my  part  or  even  suspicion  of  informing  the  Government.  Besides  I 
have  already  suffered  greatly  from  this  secession  party  in  Yarmouth 
and  had  and  still  have  no  desire  further  to  provoke  them,  well  knowing 
their  tyrannical  disposition. 

My  informant  as  to  the  Messrs.  Sargent  and  Hill — four  partners — 
was  Oapt.  Calvin  Humphrey,  late  of  ship  State  of  Maine,  seized  in  New 
Orleans,  now  of  ship  Eeaper,  on  her  way  from  England  1  o  Akyab.  Cap- 
tain Humphrey  is  a  most  reliable  man,  very  friendly  to  above  named 
firm  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted  in  New  Orleans.  He  returned 
last  summer  from  that  city  favorable  to  the  Southern  side.  He  came 
from  New  Orleans  through  Mississippi  in  company  with  one  of  the 
firm,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Hill,  who  was  on  his  way  to  see  the  two  regiments 
with  which  they  had  a  contract  to  supply  with  all  they  wanted.  This 
fact  was  known  generally  in  Yarmouth  without  being  communicated 
by  me,  and  probably  the  postmaster  in  Yarmouth  can  recollect  their 
admission  of  it  in  store  of  A.  L.  Loring,  where  both  Sargent  and  Hill 
talked,  and  of  the  circulating  by  said  Sargent  of  disloyal  newsi)apers 
and  can  tell  the  name  of  a  man  in  Yarmouth  who  says  he  was  offered 
inducements  to  fit  out  a  vessel  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  second  matter  was  rumor,  not  of  building  a  vessel  but  of  being 
engaged  in  fitting  out  in  Portland  the  ship  Sam  Locke,  owned  by  said 
Sargent,  Sam  Locke,  of  New  Orleans,  and  others.  This  was  spoken  of 
freely  in  Portland  and  Yarmouth  and  was  stated  by  me  as  rumor.  The 
information  and  very  much  more  than  I  can  give  can  be  obtained  in 
Yarmouth,  and  my  afBdavit  will  be  of  no  use  it  seems  to  me.  If  so  it 
can  be  given  here. 

Res]iectfully,  yours. 

GEOKGE  WOODS. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  6, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir:  Let  Cyrus  F.  Sargent,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  And  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  Government  during 
the  present  insurrection.  You  Avill  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part 
of  the  oath.  1  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal, 
who  has  been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examina- 
tion to  be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners 
discharged  from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieiit  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Acting  Secretary. 

Boston,  November  8, 1861. 

W.  H.   SEWARD: 

Domestic  reasons  require  Cyrus  F.  Sargent's  immediate  release. 
Please  order  his  release  by  telegraph  to  Marshal  Keyes  to  relieve  a  dis- 
tressed family.    Eeport  of  Talbot  before  you. 

S.  C.  BLANCHAKD. 

FoBT  Warren,  November  10, 1861. 
Hon.  'S^'iLLiAM  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  oath  of  allegiance  of 
Cyrus  F.  Sargent,  released  agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  6th  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 

[Inclosure.] 

I,  Cyrus  F.  Sargent,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear  true 
faith  and  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  required  of  me  by  law,  hereby  stipulating  that  I  will  neither 
enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with 
persons  residing  in  those  States  nor  transmit  any  correspondence 
between  disloyal  persons  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  also  that  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States 
(luring  the  present  insurrection.    So  help  me  God. 

CYEUS  F.  SAliGENT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  10th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1801. 

J.  DIMICK, 
yni'l.  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Fort  Warren. 
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Case  of  Algernon  S.  Sullivan. 

Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  of  l^ew  York  City,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  dated  September  7,  1861,  and  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty;  with  assisting  in  trans- 
mitting contraband  correspondence  to  the  insurrectionary  States;  with 
holding  treasonable  correspondence  with  said  States  and  with  attempt- 
ing to  thwart  the  plans  of  the  officers  of  tlie  United  States.  Sullivan 
was  counsel  for  Captain  Baker,*  of  the  rebel  privateer  Savannah.  An 
intercex^ted  letter  from  him  dated  August  2.'5, 1801,  and  addressed  to 
Hon.  E.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State,  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica, asks  for  numerous  papers  to  be  used  in  said  Baker's  defense,  and  he 
says:  "I  desire  not  to  evade  the  high  ground  that  the  Confederate 
States  are  sovereign  and  that  her  citizens  are  not  citizens  of  the  United 
States."  At  the  time  of  his  arrest  several  letters  addressed  to  persons 
in  tlie  insurrectionary  States  were  found  in  his  i)ossession.  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  IS,  1861,  direct- 
ing Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Sullivan 
on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaging  on  oath  that  he  will  do 
no  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States,  nor  enter  nor  correspond 
with  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  nor  be  engaged  in  treasonable 
correspondence  with  any  person  whomsoever  during  the  present  insur- 
rection. He  was  accordingly  released  October  21, 1861. — From  Record 
Bool;  State  Department,  ^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^' 


Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

Ifeiv  York,  /September  C,  1S61. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  One  of  my  oflicers.  Sergeant  Ferry,  of  Third  street,  Brooklyn, 
obtained  information  that  all  the  papers  of  B.  F.  Grove,t  of  17  Park 
Place,  New  York,  and  250  Adelphi  street,  Brooklyn,  had  not  been  ob- 
tained at  the  time  of  his  arrest;  made  search  and  discovered  the  accom- 
panying letters,  viz:  One  addressed  B.  F.  Grove,  Miss  H.  M.  Ham- 
mond, Berryville,  Clarke  County,  Va.,  and  one  to  Hon.  E.  M.  T,  Hunter, 
Secretary,  &c.,  Eichmond,  Va.  I  suppose  that  while  the  ground  for 
detaining  Grove  is  strengthened  by  the  letter  to  him  that  letter  and 
the  unopened  one  to  Hunter  will  sufficiently  implicate  Sullivan  to 
require  his  arrest. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Superintendent  of  Police,  New   Yorlc  : 

Your  letter  of  yesterday  received.  Arrest  Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  No. 
59  W^illiam  street,  and  deliver  him  to  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


*  See  Vol.  Ill,  this  series,  for  Baker's  capture,  the  correspondence,  etc.,  relatin"  to 
the  Confederate  privateersnien,  and  the  letters  of  Sullivan  to  the  Richmond  autSor- 
ities  which  caused  his  arrest. 

tSee  p,  635  for  case  of  Benjamin  V.  Grove. 
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Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
Ool.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. : 

Keceive  at  Fort  Lafayette  Algernon  S.  Sullivan  when  delivered  by 
order  of  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent  of  police. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKU, 


Office  op  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  Yorlc,  September  8, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Forces,  Fort  Lafayette. 
Sir:  During  the  temporary  absence  of  Superintendent  Kennedy  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  has  beeu  received  at  this  office  from  the  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  directing  the  arrest  of  Alger- 
non S.  Sullivan,  of  this  city.  In  compliance  with  said  order  Mr.  Sulli- 
van has  been  arrested  and  is  herewith  placed  in  your  custody. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  W.  DILKS, 
Inspector  of  Police. 


New  York,  September  9,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  n.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  A.  S.  Sullivan  was  on  Saturday  taken  and  has  been 
sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  under  an  order  from  your  Department  as  he  was 
informed.  He  is  of  counsel  for  the  crew  of  the  privateer  Savannah  and 
as  such  has  needed  to  correspond  with  the  authorities  of  the  secession 
States  in  order  to  obtain  documents  and  evidence  which  are  deemed 
necessary  for  the  trial,  and  as  he  assures  his  friends  his  letters  have 
gone  no  further  than  the  ijursuit  of  these  objects. 

I  respectfully  ask  that  you  would  do  him  the  justice  and  would  do 
me  the  personal  favor  to  look  into  his  case  and  do  what  you  judge  right 
in  the  matter,  that  he  may  not  be  detained  unless  for  cause  which  you 
deem  adequate  after  examination.  He  has  an  amiable  wife  and  infant 
child  for  whom  we  have  great  interest.  His  father  is  a  man  of  inde- 
pendence and  of  Eepubli(an  politics,  as  are  two  of  his  brothers  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana  as  I  am  told.  1  am  very  sure  that  were  he  ever  so  ill 
disposed,  as  I  think  he  is  not,  his  efforts  would  do  less  injury  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union  than  his  imprisonment.  Allow  me  on  the  score  of 
former  acquaintance  to  ask  your  attention  to  this  case  and  the  favor  of 
an  early  reply. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  LOED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  10, 1861. 
Daniel  Lord,  Esq.,  Xeir  Yorl;. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  relating  to  Algernon 
S.  Sullivan,  a  political  prisoner  now  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
This  Department  is  possessed  of  treasonable  correspondence  of  that 
person  which  no  rights  or  privileges  of  a  lawyer  or  counsel  can  justify 
or  excuse.*    The  public  safety  will  not  admit  of  his  being  discharged. 

*  For  Sullivan's  letters  to  K.  M.  T.  Hunter  and  J.  E.  Tucker,  Richmoucl,  Va.,  see 
Vol.  III.  this  aeries. 
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lu  view  of  the  many  representations  made  to  Jiie  in  tlie  case  I  pray 
you  excuse  me  for  giving  this  letter  to  the  public. 

With  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


54  Wall  Street,  New  York,  September  10,  1861. 
F.  W.  Seavard,  Esq. 

Dear  Fred:  I  saw  by  yesterday's  papers  on  my  return  to  town 
last  evening  that  Mr.  Algernon  S.  Sullivan  has  been  sent  to  Fort  La- 
fayette. He  IS  comparatively  a  stranger  here  and  this  leads  me  to  say 
to  you  what  I  know  of  him.  I  have  not  seen  him  or  any  of  his  family, 
relatives  or  friends  for  five  or  six  weeks  past  and  write  tliis  entirely 
of  my  own  volition  and  without  the  knowledge  of  any  human  being, 
I  of  course  know  nothing  of  what  information  or  evidence  the  (Jov- 
ernment  may  possess  in  the  case  and  do  not  mean  in  any  manner  to 
question  the  propriety  of  its  course.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Sullivan  is  a 
stranger  here,  a  member  of  the  bar  in  good  standing  and  that  I  believe 
his  family  to  be  dependent  upon  his  professional  labors  coupled  with 
my  surprise  at  the  cause  of  his  arrest  induces  me  to  write  to  you. 

He  is  a  Virginian  by  birth.  Mrs.  S.  is  also  from  that  State;  but 
notwithstanding  these  facts  and  the  sympathies  which  would  naturally 
flow  from  them  Mr.  S.  has  in  several  conversations  with  me  during  the 
past  five  or  six  months,  and  especially  in  the  last  conversation  I  had 
with  him  some  five  or  six  weeks  since,  expressed  himself  unhesitat- 
ingly and  unequivocally  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  war;  that  the 
Administration  ought  to  be  and  must  be  sustained  in  so  doing.  1 
believe  him  to  be  entirely  loyal  and  utterly  incapable  of  intentionally 
committing  any  disloyal  act.  I  should  not  have  been  more  surprised 
at  the  arrest  for  this  cause  of  our  mutual  friend  R.  B.  Potter  or  any 
prominent  Republican. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  in  some  of  the  letters  said  in  the  papers  to  have 
been  written  by  him  to  the  South  he  may  have  said  more  than  was  pru- 
dent or  proper  and  may  have  disclosed  more  of  our  plans  tlian  he  should 
have  done.  If  so,  it  may  be  said  for  him  that  he  is  a  lawyer — like  many 
of  us  wanting  clients.  His  friends  are  at  the  South.  His  anxiety  to 
obtain  favor  there  for  this  purpose  may  have  led  him  to  careless  frank- 
ness of  disclosure  or  to  the  expression  of  opinions  really  not  his  own. 
Should  there  be  anything  pointing  to  this  would  not  justice  be  sub- 
served by  administering  the  oath  and  giving  him  his  freedom?  He 
would  very  certainly  be  sufficiently  prudent  in  the  future.  Mr.  Sullivan 
knew  me  as  an  old  Tammany  Hall  Democrat.  There  was  therefore  no 
reason  why  he  should  have  expressed  other  than  his  real  sentiments  to 
me.  Since  I  began  this  letter  I  have  seen  two  lawyers,  acquaintances 
of  Mr.  Sullivan,  one  (F.  R,  Sherman)  a  prominent  Republican,  and  they 
confirm  the  view  I  have  expressed  of  Mr.  Sullivan's  sentiments. 

This  much  I  feel  bound  to  say  for  Mr.  S.,  hoping  that  if  there  is  the 
slightest  doubt  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  against  liim  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  the  justice  of  inquiring  into  his  case  or  of  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  exculpate  himself.  I  will  be  very  glad  if  you  can  find 
the  time  and  inclination  to  inquire  a  little  into  it.  I  did  not  mean  to 
ask  your  attention  to  so  long  a  letter. 

Pardon  me,  and  believe  me,  faithfully,  your  friend 

JOHN  S.  SUTHERLAND. 


SUSPECTED   AND    DISLOYAL    PERSONS.  685 

61  Wall  Street,  New  York,  8epiember  11, 1861. 
Hon.  W,  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  Allow  me  to  say  that  your  answer  to  Mr.  Daniel  Lord  in  the 
matter  of  A.  S.  Sullivan  gives  the  most  entire  satisfaction.  I  have 
known  Mr.  Lord  all  my  life.  He  is  arrogant,  conceited  and  most  of  all 
distinguished  for  his  overestimate  of  his  own  importance.  He  is  withal 
intensely  selfish,  and  little  better  than  the  traitors  whom  he  encourages 
in  their  war  upon  the  country.  I  have  good  reason  for  saying  that  Mr. 
Loi-d  has  done  and  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  embarrass  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  he  will  yet  find  himself  where  he  ought  to  be — in 
Fort  Lafayette. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SEELEY. 

P.  S. — Allow  me  to  add  that  though  a  stranger  to  you  I  have  been 
well  known  a  long  time  to  Mr.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

E.  S. 


29  Wall  Street,  New  York  City,  September  12, 1861. 
Hon.  McKee  Dunn,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  requested  by  Mrs.  Mary  Sullivan,  wife  of  A.  S. 
Sullivan,  a  prisoner  of  Fort  Lafayette  (you  know  him— son  of  Judge 
Sullivan,  of  Indiana),  to  write  to  you  and  have  you  procure  for  her  a 
pass  from  General  Scott  to  allow  her  to  visit  her  husband  in  the  fort. 
Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  do  this  and  write  to  me  on  receipt  of  this? 
Mr.  Hudson  joins  me  in  this  behalf.  The  woman  is  in  trouble  and  is 
deserving  of  sympathy.  I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  favor  to  myself  if  you 
will  trouble  yourself  for  her  in  this  matter. 
Kespectfully, 

D.  0.  STONE. 

Private.]  New  York,  September  14, 1801. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington : 

Never  was  a  more  righteous  and  just  arrest  made  in  this  city  than 
that  of  Algernon  S.  Sullivan.  He  has  been  the  most  malignant  of  all 
the  secession  rebels  with  the  exception  of  the  two  brothers  Joel  and 
Udolpho  Wolfe.  Algernon  Sullivan  had  meetings  of  rebels  at  his 
house,  No.  84.West  Fourteenth  street,  and  when  not  there  they  were 
held  at  Udolpho  Wolfe's,  No.  99  West  Fourteenth  street.  Udolpho 
Wolfe  keeps  his  store  at  22,  24,  26  Beaver  street.  If  arrested  you  will 
find  a  tin  box  in  his  safe  any  time  between  10  and  3.  The  box  is  not 
locked  up  and  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  Castle,  the  bookkeeper  in  the  front 
office.  In  that  box  are  over  $500,000  in  bonds,  securities  and  demands, 
with  at  least  $80,000  in  Confederate  bonds  belonging  to  Udolpho  Wolfe. 
Udolpho  Wolfe  is  the  Confederate  friend  in  this  city  of  Henry  A.  Wise. 
He  furnished  B.  Donnelly  (Wise's  old  correspondent)  with  capital  to 
start  and  carry  on  the  Union  House  at  Washington.  It  is  a  nest  for 
secessionists.  Udolpho  Wolfe  bottles  over  3,000,000  bottles  of  gin 
every  year.  It  is  nearly  all  sold  South.  He  has  a  brother  in  Ken- 
tucky. All  these  Wolfes  came  from  Virginia,  and  Wolfe  in  1800  pub- 
lished a  book  about  Virginia  and  President  Monroe,  whose  remains 
were  removed  from  this  city. 

Joel  Wolle  is  also  a  secessionist  and  is  constantly  with  John  J.  Cisco, 
who  is  Ignorant  of  his  real  character.   From  Cisco,  who  is  innocent,  Wolle 
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gets  all  the  statements  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  United  States  and 
they  are  regularly  transmitted  by  means  of  Algernon  S.  Sullivan  to 
Jeff.  Davis.  Udolpho  Wolfe  has  recently  returned  from  Europe,  lie 
corresponded  previous  to  his  departure  with  Jeff".  Davis  and  took  out 
Burke,  of  New  Orleans,  who  is  his  brother-in-law,  and  made  large  pur- 
chases for  the  Southern  Confederacy.  He  has  made  arrangements 
secretly  to  ship  directly  to  any  Southern  port.  This  is  the  way  he 
advertises,  but  it  is  all  a  dodge: 

To  shipping  merchants.     Wolfe's  Schiedam  Schnapps. 

30,000  cases  of  Wolfe's  celebrated  Schiedam  Aromatic  Schnapps  for  sale  in  bond  or 
duty  paid,  put  up  with  German,  Dutch,  Spanish,  French  and  English  labels. 

Shipping  merchants  can  purchase  for  the  South  American,  East  ludian  and 
European  markets  delivered  on  board  ship  at  Liverpool,  Loudon,  Kotterdam  or 
Hamburg  at  less  than  the  New  York  price. 

The  schnapps  is  well  known  and  sells  freely  in  all  the  markets  of  the  world. 

For  price,  &.c.,  apply  to  Udolpho  Wolfe,  New  York;  Hofi'man,  Dorrepaal  &  Co., 
Botterdam;  Biancone,  Klee  &  Co.,  Hamburg. 

Arrest  him  and  you  will  find  in  a  desk  in  the  back  room  of  the  second 
floor  letters  from  all  these  parties  in  the  South.  Open  any  of  the  cases 
of  his  gin  that  go  into  the  West,  to  Louisville,  and  they  will  be  found 
to  contain  orders  for  the  rebels.  He  has  connections  in  every  Southern 
State.  He  has  loaned  Jeff.  Davis  $100,000  through  the  London  bankers 
of  Hoffman,  Dorrepaal  &  Co. 

When  you  arrested  Sullivan  you  got  one  of  the  nest.  Arrest  Joel 
and  Udolpho  and  you  will  strike  a  dozen  more  leaders  of  these  really 
dangerous  men.  The  securities  and  valuables  of  Joel  Wolfe  are  gen- 
erally kept  in  the  tin  box  about  one  foot  square  in  the  front  office, 
second  floor  of  Udolpho  Wolfe.  If  it  is  so  when  you  arrest  the  book- 
keeper Castle  there  will  be  $1,000,000  of  stocks  and  bonds  belonging 
to  both  brothers  who  were  formerly  partners.  Joel  can  be  arrested  at 
the  subtreasury  of  Mr.  Cisco,  with  whom  he  spends  several  hours 
nearly  every  day. 

I  regard  my  country  more  than  I  do  my  private  concerns,  but  as  my 
own  destruction  would  be  the  result  of  a  communication  to  you  under 
my  own  name  I  will  only  add  that  all  is  truth  in  this  letter  except  my 
own  name,  which  is  fictitious. 

CHAULES  CATLIN. 


29  Wall  Street,  New  York,  October  2, 1861. 
Hon.  McKee  Dunn. 

Dear  Sir:  Permit  me  again  to  trouble  you  in  behalf  "of  Mrs.  Sulli- 
van. The  order  of  Secretary  Seward  to  Colonel  Burke  to  admit  her  to 
visit  her  husband  in  Fort  Lafayette — Colonel  Burke  construed  the  order 
to  allow  her  several  visits.  With  that  construction  she  went  once  to 
see  her  husband  and  made  an  arrangement  to  take  the  baby  to  see  its 
father.  All  being  arranged  she  only  stayed  a  short  time  in  the  fort  as 
Colonel  Burke  had  promised  her  to  go  again.  So  before  she  got  her 
interview  as  agreed  on  Mr.  Seward  ordered  Colonel  B.  not  to  admit 
but  one  visit  on  the  same  pass ;  so  she  thus  is  deprived  of  really  all 
the  benefit  of  the  pass.  Had  she  known  of  such  an  order  at  first  she 
would  not  have  made  a  temporary  visit. 

Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  trouble  yourself  again  and  have  for  her 
another  interview  allowed  as  she  has  been  so  much  disappointed  in  the 
first  order,  and  much  oblige,  your  friend. 

D.  C.  STONE, 
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Madison,  [Ind.,|  October  12,  1861. 
W.  M.  Dunn,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  still  much  concerned  about  my  son  Algernon,  now 
at  Fort  Lafayette.  Have  yon  any  information  tiiat  you  can  give  me 
relative  to  the  intentions  of  the  Government  concerning  him?  Your 
last  letter  advised  me  to  be  quiet  for  a  while  and  I  have  followed  the 
advice.  Oan  you  say  anytliing  different  now?  If  you  could  say  to  the 
President  or  to  Mr.  Seward  tliat  Algernon'sfriends  will  guarantee  his 
loyalty,  that  you  know  the  family  to  be  loyal,  &c.,  would  it  now  have 
any  effect?  Don't  you  think  G.  E.  Smith  would  willingly  interfere  for 
Algernon  ?  I  can  get  letters  from  B.  W.  Thompson,  Eandall  Crawford, 
Henry  S.  Lane  and  others.  Would  it  be  best  to  send  them  on  now  or 
wait  a  while?  Please  write  me. 
Yours,  &c., 

JERE.  SULLIVAN. 

[Indorsement.] 

Let  him  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  and  engaging  on  oath  that  he 
will  not  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United  States  and  that 
he  will  not  hold  any  correspondence  himself  nor  be  engaged  in  anyway 
in  transmitting  correspondence  with  disloyal  citizens. 

W.  H.  S[EWAKD]. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  18, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  Let  Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Port 
Lafayette,  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engaging 
on  oath  that  he  will  not  do  any  act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  United 
State.s  nor  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor  hold  any  correspond- 
ence himself  with  disloyal  citi/ens  residing  in  those  States  nor  be 
engaged  in  any  treasonable  correspondence  with  any  person  whomso- 
ever during  the  present  hostilities  without  permission  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


New  Tork,  October  21, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  visited  Fort  Lafayette  yesterday  afternoon  and 
have  some  intelligence  to  communicate  to  you  in  relation  to  some  ot 
the  prisoners,  Algernon  S.  Sullivan  among  the  number.  Will  you  please 
delay  action  upon  any  communication  from  Sullivan  until  I  «an  sec 
you?  I  shall  be  in  Washington  within  a  few  days  and  will  immedi- 
ately call  upon  you. 
Yours,  truly 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW. 


I,  Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolu- 
tion or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  not- 
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Avitlistaiuliug;  and  further  that  I  do  tliis  witli  a  full  determination, 
pledge  and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  what- 
soever; and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the 
duties  which  may  be  required  of  me  by  law;  and  also  that  I  will  do  no 
act  hostile  or  injurious  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  nor 
enter  any  State  in  insurrection  against  its  authority  nor  hold  any  cor- 
respondence with  citizens  residing  in  those  States  nor  be  engaged  in 
treasonable  correspondence  with  any  person  whomsoever  dnring  the 
present  hostilities  without  oermission  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

ALGEENOJSr  S.  SULLIVAN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  October,  1861. 

J.  C.  LAY, 

First  TAeutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  22,  1801. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.: 
Do  not  release  Sullivan  from  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Headquarters,  Fort  Hamilton,  October  22,  ISGl. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  received  1.40  p.  m.,  I 
have  to  state  that  Algernon  S.  Sullivan,  a  state  prisoner,  was  released 
by  your  order  yesterday  evening  in  accordance  with  your  letter  of  the 
18th  instant  handed  to  me  on  the  same  evening  by  a  deputy  of  Marshal 
Murray,  from  New  York. 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 


Case  of  Robert  Elliot. 

Robert  Elliot  was  arrested  in  the  State  of  Maine  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  September  7, 1801 , 
and  from  thence  transferred  November  1, 18U1,  to  Fort  Warren,  He 
was  charged  with  disloyalty  and  being  in  open  and  avowed  sympathy 
with  the  rebels;  evidence  was  had  of  his  having  organized  a  company 
of  his  fellow-townsmen  for  disloyal  purposes.  Governor  Washburn,  of 
Maine,  states  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  October  30 
1861,  that— 

The  propriety  of  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Elliot  is  I  tliiuk  imqueBtionaljlo  from  the  evi- 
dence contained  in  tlie  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  me,  to  say  uotliiii"  of 
many  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  otlier  sources,  his  treason- 
able designs  and  practices  are  in  my  judgment  fully  established.  *  »  -  The  most 
salutary  results  have  followed  the  prompt  and  wise  action  of  the  Covernment  in  this 
regard.  1  do  not  perceive,  however,  that  the  public  good  recjuires  his  further  deten- 
tion at  Fort  Lafayette. 

An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  November  2  1861 
directing  Colonel  Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release 
Elliot  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 

United  States.    He  was  accordingly  released  November  7, 1861. From 

Record  Bool;  State  Department,.  ^^ Arrests  for  disloyalty. ^' 
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War  Depaetment,  September  J,  isoi. 
Charles  Clarke,  r.  »S'.  Marshal,  Augusta,  Me.: 

Arrest  Robert  Elliot  aud  Virgil  D.  Paris  as  desired  by  Goveruor 
Waslibuni.    Coinmit  them  as  prisoners  to  Fort  I^afayette. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Portland,  September  .9,  18(il. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Things  are  not  quite  so  bad  here  as  your  last  dis- 
patch* would  seem  to  imply.  The  simple  truth  is  that  our  marshal 
having  Elliot  in  arrest  and  expecting  Meade  along  thought  that  by 
waiting  a  day  he  could  take  along  the  whole  batch,  and  not  apprehend- 
ing any  interference  clapped  his  men  in  jail.  He  was  moreover  under 
a  misapprehension  as  to  the  day  of  sailing  of  the  New  York  boat.  As 
soon  as  he  heard  of  the  design  to  get  a  writ  he  started  his  men  off 
between  trains,  sending  men  with  instructions  to  pay  no  attention  to 
the  Avrits  unless  directed  to  them,  but  tliey  were  overtaken  and  out- 
witted. Arrangements  had  been  made  to  seize  them  again  if  discharged 
and  lodge  them  at  the  fort  when  your  order  to  discharge  them  Avas 
received. 

Public  feeling  is  all  right  here  in  relation  to  such  people,  and  will 
thoroughly  sustain  the  Government  in  seizing  all  such  people.  The 
sorrow  and  disappointment  at  their  escape  was  very  great.  It  was  an 
unlucky  accident  and  would  not  be  likely  to  occur  again.  I  write  this 
much  in  order  that  you  may  not  find  too  much  fault  with  our  marshal, 
who  is  ardent,  zealous  and  smart.  His  whole  soul  is  in  the  service 
and  he  feels  excessively  mortified  and  chagrined.  Our  district  judge 
(Ware)  is  with  us  heart  and  soul,  and  so  are  all  our  State  judges. 
Clifford  pretends  to  be  right,  but  as  you  know  is  wholly  unreliable  and 
timid. 

Our  business  men  are  embarrassed  by  being  obliged  to  send  to  Bos- 
ton for  passports.    As  you  are  aware  we  have  great  intercourse  with 
Cuba.    I  have  been  again  requested  to  call  your  attention  to  the  matter. 
I  await  your  reply  to  my  former  letter  before  sending  you  a  name. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  P.  PESSEXDEN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  4, 18G1. 
His  Excellency  Israel  Washburn,  Jr.,  Augmta,  Me. 

Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  the  President  for  the  release  of 
Robert  Elliot,  a  political  prisoner  held  in  custody  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
The  evidence  taken  in  his  case  shows  that  he  had  not  only  conceived  a 
purpose  of  treasonable  co-operation  in  the  State  of  Maine  with  the 
insurrectionary  citizens  arrayed  in  arms  in  other  States  for  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government  and  the  Union  but  that  he  had  even  gone  to 
the  extreme  length  of  getting  up  an  unlawful  armed  force  to  operate  in 
Maine  against  the  lawful  action  of  the  State  and  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. His  associates  in  this  treasonable  enterprise  have  since  his 
arrest  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  This  proceed- 
ing is  very  proper  in  itself,  but  the  representations  they  make  that  they 

*  Not  fortnd. 
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and  lie  Avere  loyal  to  the  Union  at  the  time  when  they  were  combining 
in  arms  against  it  cannot  be  accepted  at  least  in  his  behalf  since  it 
appears  that  he  is  too  intelligent  to  misunderstand  the  legitimate 
tendencies  of  his  criminal  acts.  He  cannot  be  released.  On  the  con- 
trary your  vigilance  in  ferreting  out  the  conspiracy  and  in  arresting  it 
by  denouncing  it  to  the  Government  and  the  country  is  deemed  worthy 
of  especial  commendation. 

If  any  of  the  other  offenders  are  still  persisting  in  this  treasonable 
course  you  will  not  fail  1  am  sure  to  give  iuformation  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  7, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Israel  Washburn,  Jr.,  Augusta,  Me. 

Governor:  I  transmit  for  your  examination  certain  papers*  this 
day  submitted  to  me,  and  also  others  which  were  before  me  when  I  sent 
the  letter  to  you  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  which  has  been  published. 
The  Government  feels  confident  that  it  can  safely  rely  upon  your  judg- 
ment, discretion  and  patriotism  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  tlie  case  of 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  for  this  reason  I  respectfully  ask  for  your  opinion 
thereon.  You  will  please  remit  all  the  papers  to  me  when  you  shall 
have  examined  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Washington,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Honorable  Sir:  Your  dispatch  to  Governor  Washburn  convinces 
me  tliat  you  have  strong  evidence  against  Itobert  Elliot  which  was  not 
obtained  in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  but  to  avenge  vindictive  personal 
feelings.  I  know  he  never  conceived  the  purpose  of  treason  nor  got  up 
an  unlawful  armed  force  to  act  [against]  the  United  States  Government. 
Could  I  know  the  nature  and  substance  of  the  evidence  am  well  satis- 
fi(!d  I  could  rebut  it  to  your  satisfaction,  convinced  as  I  am  that  your 
views  are  too  exalted  to  wish  to  retain  an  innocent  man.  One  favor 
please — grant  me  an  interview  with  him.  He  is  chairman  of  the  board 
of  town  officers.  Some  lawsuits  are  now  pending  in  which  the  town  is 
highly  interested.  It  is  very  necessary  to  consult  him  about  them. 
Another  thing,  his  poor  wife  is  about  distracted  and  could  I  say  to  her 
I  had  seen  him  and  he  was  comfortable  it  would  be  a  great  consolation 
to  her. 

Hoping  you  will  grant  me  a  pass,  I  remain,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

H.  E.  ELLIOT. 


State  of  Maine,  Augusta,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  in  which  you  ask 
my  opinion  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  case  of  Eobert  Elliot,  now 
imprisoned  at  Fort  Lafayette.    I  have  examined  the  papers  accom- 

*  None  of  the  papers  referred  to  found. 
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panying  your  letter,  as  also  several  depositions  subsequently  taken,  all 
of  which  will  be  transmitted  to  you.  The  propriety  of  the  arrest  of 
Mr.  Elliot  is  I  think  unquestionable.  From  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  me,  to  say  nothing  of  many  facts 
which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  other  sources,  his  treasonable 
practices  and  designs  are  in  my  judgment  fully  established ;  and  it  was 
of  the  highest  interest  to  the  Government  that  the  movement  which  he 
organized  should  be  checked  at  the  earliest  moment.  The  most  salu- 
tary results  have  followed  the  prompt  and  wise  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  regard. 

I  do  not  perceive,  however,  that  the  public  good  requires  his  further 
detention  at  Fort  Lafayette.  A  large  majority  of  the  company  which 
he  aided  in  raising  for  disloyal  purposes  have  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  express  regret  that  they  should  have  permitted  themselves 
to  be  led  from  the  path  of  duty  and  patriotism,  and  some  of  them  I 
learn  have  recently  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
Robert  Elliot  himself  writes  me  that  the  fallacy  of  the  opinion  which  he 
entertained  not  long  since  that  peace  could  be  secured  without  blood- 
shed is  now  fully  apparent  to  liim.  Under  these  circumstances  and 
considering  that  he  will  be  subject  to  indictment  and  trial  hereafter 
should  a  prosecution  for  his  offense  against  the  Government  be  deemed 
advisable  I  would  respectfully  recommend  his  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

It  is  diie  to  the  Hon.  E.  K.  Smart  that  I  should  say  that  from  the 
facts  which  have  been  made  known  to  me  I  am  satisfied  that  the  charges 
of  improper  conduct  made  iu  the  papers  presented  to  you  by  Hiram 
Elliot  and  D.  B.  Preller  are  without  foundation,  nor  should  I  omit  to 
add  that  in  my  opinion  Colonel  Smart  by  his  faithful  and  vigorous 
action  in  this  matter  has  rendered  a  most  important  service  to  the 
Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  WASHBURN,  Je. 


South  Montville,  Me.,  October  31,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  a  long  conversation  yesterday  with  Governor 
Washburn  as  to  the  release  of  Robert  Elliot.  He  showed  me  your 
letter  to  him  and  his  reply  which  he  had  prepared  to  send  to  you.  I  said 
to  him  as  I  now  wish  to  say  to  you  it  is  not  time  for  Elliot  to  be  released. 
I  live  a  neighbor  to  him  and  1  have  been  well  acquainted  with  public 
sentiment  in  our  Congressional  district  since  I  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent it  in  Congress  four  years  ago.  I  was  in  the  village  where  Elliot's 
family  live  but  three  days  ago  and  I  know  that  our  best  men  there  as 
well  as  through  our  county,  even  those  who  are  his  personal  friends, 
think  it  would  not  be  safe  to  have  him  released.  His  arrest  and 
removal  did  us  more  good  than  anything  that  has  taken  place  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  His  release  now  would  I  feel  sure  fan  anew 
the  fires  of  secession  which  have  been  held  in  check  by  his  removal  and 
confinement.  Although  he  may  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  I  am  quite 
certain  he  will  as  heretofore  do  everything  he  dares  to  against  the  war 
and  the  Government. 

Governor  Washburn  showed  me  the  letters  and  petitions  he  had 
received  from  our  leading  men  asking  for  Elliot's  release.  They  are  all 
good  men  but  I  beg  to  say  that  they  all  live  in  our  cities  where  they 
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can  quell  treason  much  easier  than  we  can  in  our  small  villages  and 
country  places.  I  am  very  certain  that  it  is  not  yet  safe  to  turn  traitors 
loose  among  us.  If  Elliot  were  my  own  father  or  brother  and  had  been 
guilty  of  what  he  has  I  should  want  him  kept  safely  till  the  war  is  over 
or  nearly  so.  Governor  Washburn  has  the  impression  that  Elliot  will 
be  released  before  long  whether  he  (Washburn)  asks  for  it  or  not.  I 
will  only  say  further  that  in  my  judgment  seven-eighths  of  our  loyal 
citizens  and  best  men  think  he  should  not  be  permitted  to  associate  with 
our  i)cople  again  at  present.  1  write  this  with  reluctance  but  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  the  Government.  If  he  could  be  released  as  a  favor 
to  him  and  his  family  without  being  an  injury  to  the  Government  it 
would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  see  it  done  for  I  am  a  strong  friend  to 
his  family,  but  I  am  a  stronger  friend  to  my  country  and  my  glorious 
Government. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EBEJ^EZEE  KNOWLTON. 

Department  of  State,  Washington^  Novemher  5, 1861. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sir:  Let  Kobert  Elliot,  a  prisoner  confined  iu  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that 
he  Avill  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath. 
I  transmit  this  order  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has 
been  instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to 
be  made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  dis- 
charged from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other 
improper  papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  forf. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

I,  Kobert  Elliot,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  tliat  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
allegiance  and  loyally  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determiuati<m,  pledge  and  pur- 
pose without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever ;  and  further 
that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be 
required  of  me  by  law,  hereby  stipulating  that  I  will  neither  enter  any 
of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  resid- 
ing in  those  States  nof  transmit  any  correspondence  between  disloyal 
persons  without  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also  that  I 
will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.    So  help  me  God. 

ROBERT  ELLIOT. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  the  7th  day  of  November, 
A.  D.  1861. 

J.  DIMiCK, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Case  of  Edward  B.  Wilder. 

Edward  B,  Wilder  was  arrested  by  order  of  A.  Q.  Keasbey,  IT.  S. 
district  attorney,  at  Newai-k,  K.  J.,  September  7, 1861,  and  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was 
charged  witli  disloyalty  and  treason,  having  offered  to  instruct  the 
rebels  how  to  construct  a  formidable  implement  of  war  to  be  used 
against  his  Government,  thus  affording  aid  to  the  enemy.  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  De))artment  of  State  dated  October  11,  1801, 
directing  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release 
Wilder  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  will 
neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of 
the  United  States  Clovei'nment  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever 
with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  permission  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  present  insurrection.  He  was  accordingly  released  October  14, 
1861. — From  Record  Boole,  State  .Department,  ^'Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


Newark,  September  7,  J86i. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  : 

Edward  B.  Wilder  arrested.  Is  manutacturing  a  rifle  battery.  Inter- 
cepted letter  shows  he  intends  sending  South  if  possible,  and  that 
family  alone  prevents  him  from  going  himself  to  fight  Northern  aboli- 
tionists.   What  shall  I  do? 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 
U.  S,  Attorney  for  New  Jersey. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1H61. 
A.  Q.  Keasbey,, Z7.  S.  Attorney,  Nctcark,  N.  J.: 
Your  telegram  received.    Send  E.  B.  Wilder  to  Fort  Lafavette,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Newark,  September  7,  W^l. 
Hon.  William  IT.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Your  dispatch  in  answer  to  mine  of  to-day  concerning  Edward 
B.  Wilder  was  received  and  Wilder  has  accordingly  been  sent  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  sent  here  by  the 
Post-Office  Department.  The  machine  referred  to  is  now  at  Washing- 
ton at  the  shop  of  Den-nis,  coachmaker,  corner  of  Loui-siana  avenue  and 
Sixth  or  Seventh  street.  He  tried  to  sell  it  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. He  has  a  small  machine  here  at  a  manufactory.  It  is  arilie 
battery.  He  protests  that  he  is  aloyal  man .  He  is  from  North  Carolina, 
\"our  obedient  servant, 

A.  Q.  KEASBEY, 
U.  S.  Attorney  for  New  Jersey. 

[Inclosure.] 

Newark,  N.  J.,  August  Id,  1861. 
Dear  Nathan:    *    *    *    As  matters  are  progressing  with  the 
countrv  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  six  months  or  a  year  will  pro- 
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duce.  Louisa  is  well  aware  of  my  feelings  in  this  matter,  and  my  wife 
and  family  are  all  that  have  prevented  my  leaving  here  to  fight  against 
this  miserable,  fanatical  horde  of  abolitionists.  Louisa  was  here 
when  my  cousin  from  Michigan  was  and  knows  that  I  assisted  him 

for  a  certain  consideration  to  build  a  certain .    It  is  completed 

and  works  most  admirably.  If  you  can  suggest  any  way  that  I  can 
plainly  write  and  thus  give  you  a  description  of  it  I  will  do  so  most 
cheerfully.  At  all  events  I  am  ready  to  dispose  of  it  South.  She 
(Lou)  can  give  you  the  particulars,  as  she  saw  the  model  and  knows 
to  what  I  refer.    *    *    * 

EDWARD  B.  WILDER. 


New  York,  September  11,  18(11. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  communication  of  Russell  Sturgis,  esq.,  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Wilder,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette,  herewith  sub- 
mitted, I  beg  leave  to  say  that  I  have  known  Mr.  Sturgis  intimately 
for  many  years  and  1  have  to  ask  that  you  will  give  his  statemeut  in 
this  case  acandid  consideration.  He  is  one  of  our  most  highly  respected 
merchants,  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  as  firm  as  a  rock  in  his  Union 
sentiments  and  I  am  sure  would  be  the  very  last  man  to  disguise  the 
truth  to  serve  the  best  friend  on  earth.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge 
of  this  case,  but  possessing  the  fullest  confidence  in  Mr.  Sturgis'  repre- 
sentation I  commend  it  earnestly  to  your  attention, 
"^ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  MARSHALL. 


[Tudorsomeiit-l 

I  concur  in  every  word  expressed  above. 


M.  H.  GRIJSTNELL. 


[Inclosnrc] 


New  York,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  to  address  you  on  behalf  of  a  Mr.  IMward  B. 
Wilder,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor.  Mr.  Wilder 
I  have  known  for  many  years  and  he  has  during  that  space  of  time  been 
much  in  my  employ.  Mr.  Wilder  has  pro])erty  in  North  Carolina  where 
he  resided  for  some  years,  and  some  two  years  since  removed  from  North 
Carolina  on  account  as  I  well  know  of  his  and  his  family's  very  great 
dislike  to  slavery  and  its  institutions.  This  has  always  been  his  senti- 
ment often  repeated  to  me  in  conversation,  and  I  truly  believe  that  both 
himself  and  Mrs.  Wilder  possess  very  strong  Northern  feeling,  they 
both  being  natives  of  the  North. 

Mr.  Wilder's  cousin  invented  a  rifle  battery  which  they  exhibited  to 
me  some  time  since  and  I  recommended  his  showing  it  to  Government, 
which  (by  a  letter  I  have  received  from  him  from  the  fort  under  date  of 
8th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  inclose)  I  notice  he  did.  It  is  true 
I  cannot  reconcile  the  statement  of  his  motives  for  his  peculiar  com- 
munication to  his  Southern  friends  that  he  gives  in  his  letter  to  me  to 
what  I  have  thought  to  be  his  upright  and  manly  character.  But  yet 
I  cainot  disbelieve  what  he  names  to  me  to  have  been  his  motive  for  so 
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doing  as  I  have  always  known  liim  to  possess  as  warm  and  earnest 
Union  sentiments  as  my  own  and  notwithstanding  the  strong  appear- 
ances against  him  1  believe  him  to  be  true  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Wilder  is  pretty  well  known  in  this  city,  and  others  I  believe 
would  express  this  opinion  of  him  as  earnestly  as  myself.  I  know  that 
Mr.  Wilder  is  ready  at  the  moment  to  subscribe  to  the  strongest  oath 
of  allegiance  to  his  country  and  its  ilag  and  I  would  ask  the  Secretary, 
such  being  the  case,  if  he  could  not  be  relieved  from  his  confinement 
ui)on  giving  i)roper  security  for  his  future  behavior;  this  would  give 
great  relief  to  his  family  of  a  number  of  interesting  young  children,  and 
1  should  myself  feel  under  great  obligation  to  the  Secretary  would  he 
entertain  this  i)roposition. 

Most  respectfully,  yours, 

EUSSELL  STURGIS. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  been  placed  in  possession 
of  and  now  bold  two  letters  from  Mr.  Wilder — one  to  his  wife  and  one  to 
his  daughter— written  from  Washington  the  day  after  the  battle  of  Bull 
Run  (Mr.  Wilder  was  at  the  battle)  expressing  the  warmest  sympathy 
with  the  Government  and  most  patriotic  feelings  of  regret  at  its  results, 
which  strongly  confirms  the  account  he  gives  of  the  reasons  for  his 
letter  to  his  son-in-law,  which  he  says  was  a  ruse  to  save  his  property, 
&c.  And  certainly  in  these  letters  there  is  every  feeling  expressed  for 
his  country  and  none  for  disunion.  This  the  Secretary  may  rely  upon 
and  I  can  but  hope  will  justify  his  granting  the  Jipplication.  I  hand  a 
note  from  Doctor  Dodge,  of  Newark,  covering  to  me  the  two  private 
letters  I  have  alluded  to. 

E.  S. 

[Sab-inclosnre.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  September  8, 1801. 
EussELL  Stubgis,  Esq. 

Dear  Sib  :  By  means  of  a  letter  written  my  son-in-law,  N.  E.  Men- 
deuhall,  and  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Government,  I  was  arrested 
and,  as  the  Times  and  Herald  state,  for  building  a  rifle  battery  for  the 
South.  You  have  known  me  for  many  years  and  are  fully  aware  that  I 
am  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  Union  man.  You  are  also  aware  that 
I  own  some  property,  mining  and  otherwise,  in  North  Carolina.  1 
a(;cordingly  wrote  the  letter  in  which  I  stated  that  I  had  built  a 
machine  and  would  be  glad  to  dispose  of  it  South,  and  that  were  it  not 
for  my  family  I  would  be  South  in  order  to  assist  in  driving  back 
abolitionists,  &c.  I  intended  it  as  a  ruse  in  order  to  prevent  the  con- 
tiscation  of  my  property,  knowing  that  Mendenhall  would  make  the 
contents  known  in  Greensborough,  N.  G.,  and  at  the  same  time  trusting 
to  my  own  true  and  loyal  feelings  to  shield  me  from  suspicion,  in  which 
I  erred. 

Now,  sir,  in  candor  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Almighty  I  do  solemnly 
aver  that  1  have  never  built  any  battery  for  the  South  nor  was  I  build- 
ing or  intending  to  build  one  for  them.  Neither  have  I  ever  in  any 
way,  shape  or  form  furnished  any  drawings  or  information  regarding 
the  same  to  any  parties  South  nor  intended  doing  so.  The  battery  I 
was  building  is  a  small  16-inch  model  which  in  accordance  with  my 
cousin's  instructions  would  first  go  to  Washington  (perfected  with  self- 
primers)  in  order  to  exhibit  it  (as  I  did  the  large  one  now  in  Washing- 
ton) before  the  President  and  other  officers  of  the  Government,  and 
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then  to  take  the  same  to  General  Fremont  via  Chicago  and  Saint  Louis. 
These  are  the  facts  and  still  those  papers  have  made  the  above  asser- 
tion. 

Will  you,  Mr.  Sturgis,  oblige  myself  and  family  by  having  those 
papers  state  the  facts,  and  also  to  write  Mr.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State, 
stating  the  facts  in  the  case?  I  am  willing  and  ready  to  act  for  the 
Union  and  not  talk  as  too  many  are  doing,  and  I  stated  openly  in 
"Washington  if  the  battery  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Government 
and  they  would  purchase  it,  to  take  my  portion  of  it  and  at  my  own 
expense  fit  out  and  go  with  a  troop  of  cavalry  and  offer  the  same  to 
President  Lincoln.  These  facts  can  be  substantiated  by  Mr.  Halsted 
and  other  gentlemen  in  Washington. 

My  family  of  course  are  in  deep  distress,  but  knowing  my  own  inno- 
cence in  the  matter  and  trusting  to  my  friends  to  aid  in  my  release,  1 
am  content  to  wait  with  resignation  their  efforts.    Your  kindness  will 
be  ever  renienibere-d  in  this  affair. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

E.  B.  WILDEE. 


Newark.  September  17,  ISdl. 
President  Lincoln. 

Dear  Sir:  Pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in  tlius  addressing  you  but  do 
not  cast  my  letter  aside  without  a  perusal,  for  I  must  ask  a  great 
request  of  you  which  none  other  but  yourself  can  grant.  Please  keep 
my  letter  strictly  private.  None  know  of  it  here  and  I  wish  none  to 
know  it  but  yourself.  My  father  is  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette,  but 
he  is  a  true  Union  man.  I  will  tell  you  the  plain  truth  about  his  arrest. 
He  has  a  rifle  battery  (which  you  may  remember  seeing  in  W^ashingtou) 
on  which  he  expended  a  considerable  amount  of  money.  Some  time 
since  he  heard  all  his  property  South  would  be  confiscated.  As  Gov- 
ernment did  not  take  his  battery  he  could  not  bear  to  lose  his  property 
South,  so  lie  wrote  to  my  brother-in-law  in  Virginia  which  was  merely 
as  a  ruse  to  save  his  property.  That  letter  was  intercepted  and  he 
arrested,  but  he  is  true  and  loyal  for  the  Union.  Before  lie  took  his 
rifle  to  Washington  he  received  an  offer  from  the  Confederate  States 
for  it  of  8100,000  which  he  would  not  accept  not  being  willing  to  aid 
the  South  in  her  rebellion. 

Now,  dear  sir,  please  grant  my  father  pardon.  I  beg,  I  entreat  of  you 
to  release  him.  Were  he  a  secessionist  I  would  not  ask  it,  but  as  it  is 
I  cannot  bear  it.  Do  not  cast  me  aside  without  his  pardon,  for  life  is  so 
lonely  without  a  father.  I  will  iiot  ask  your  time  to  answer  tliis,  only, 
only  send  jne  the  order  for  his  release.  Let  me  be  the  first  one  to  say 
thi'ough  your  lips,  "  Father,  you  are  free." 

I  will  ever  pray  for  and  bless  your  name  if  you  will  only  grant  the 
prayer  of  your  humble  servant, 

ALICE  B.  WILDER. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Haavley,  Esq.,  Neic  Yorlc. 

Sir:  I  inclose  the  papers  relative  to  the  case  of  E.  B.  Wilder  at  Fort 
Lafayette.    I  will  thank  you  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  subject. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  II.  SEWAItD. 
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New  York,  September  23, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  21st  instant  inclosing  docnments  in  relation 
to  the  case  of  Edward  B.  Wilder,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  is 
received.  I  have  examined  the  papers  transmitted  and  beg  leave  to 
report  that  the  evidence  contained  in  the  intercepted  letter  from  Mr. 
Wilder  to  Nathan  R.  Mendenhall,  of  Winchester,  Va.  (if  unexplained), 
must  be  held  as  conclusive  as  to  the  animus  of  the  writer.  According 
to  that  he  has  thought,  talked,  Avritten  treason.  He  has  ofi'ered  to 
instruct  the  rebels  how  to  construct  a  formidable  implement  of  war  to 
be  used  against  his  Government  and  directed  them  to  whom  to  apply 
for  information.  This  is  offering  aid  to  the  enemy.  It  is  a  treasonable 
act,  and  his  wife  and  family  are  all  that  prevent  his  actually  taking  up 
arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  This  is  quite  suffi- 
cient to  call  for  his  arrest  and  confinement. 

The  testimony  in  his  behalf  by  Messrs.  Marshall,  Grinnell,  Sturgis 
and  Dodge  is  clear  and  ample  as  to  his  general  good  character  and  integ- 
rity but  it  stops  short  of  establishing  his  loyalty.  As  much  can  be  said 
Avith  equal  truth  for  vast  numbers  who  are  now  bearing  arms  against 
the  United  States  Government.  The  only  really  pertinent  testimony  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Wilder  is  contained  in  the  letter  written  by  himself  to  Mr. 
Russell  Sturgis.  He  says  the  intercepted  letter  was  a  ruse  to  prevent 
the  confiscation  of  his  property.  He  furnishes  them  valuable  informa- 
tion how  to  arm  themselves  with  a  powerful  means  of  destroying  the 
armies  of  the  Union  as  a  ruse  to  cheat  them  into  sparing  his  property, 
lu  plain  English  his  motive  for  committing  treason  to  his  country  was 
mercenary.  The  explanation  may  be  true,  which  is  doubtful,  but  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  a  good  defense.  If  instead  of  instructing  them  how  to  make 
a  rifle  battery  he  had  actually  sold  and  delivered  over  to  the  enemj'  and 
was  on  his  trial  for  treason  on  that  account  the  court  would  not  allow 
him  to  prove  in  his  defense  that  he  made  or  saved  money  by  the  trans- 
action. The  man  who  instructs  the  rebels  in  the  art  of  making  rifle 
batteries  which  "  work  most  admirably  "  to  be  used  against  the  armies 
of  the  Union  for  the  puri)ose  of  saving  his  Southern  property  will  be 
likely  to  personally  take  U]i  arms  against  his  country  for  the  same  pur- 
pose unless  prevented  by  the  fear  of  greater  penalties. 

Finally  the  evidence  of  the  disloyalty  of  Mr.  Edward  B.  Wilder  is 
such  as  to  warrant  aud  require  his  arrest  and  detention  while  the  alle- 
gations in  his  defense  are  not  established  by  any  competent  evidence 
aud  if  established  would  not  prove  him  to  be  innocent. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  0.  HAWLEY. 

I  return  herewith  all  the  documents  transmitted. 


Department  of  State,  ^Yashington,  September  24, 1801. 
Russell  Sturgis,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir:  I  have  examined  the  case  of  Mr.  Edward  B.  Wilder  and  am  of 
the  opinion  that  he  is  clearly  guilty  of  a  treasonable  correspondence 
and  conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  Union.    His  discharge  therefore  would 
be  incompatible  with  justice  and  the  public  safety. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

VVIIjLIAM  \L  SEWARD. 
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Newark,  September  30, 1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  iu  thus  address- 
ing you.  I  do  not  feel  an  entire  stranger  to  you  as  I  had  an  introduc- 
tion to  you  last  winter  in  Washington  by  my  friend  Mrs.  John  A.  Gilmer, 
and  I  trust  in  the  kindness  of  your  heart  you  will  grant  me  a  patient 
hearing  as  I  am  in  great  trouble. 

A  letter  of  my  husband  was  intercepted  and  he  was  arrested  some 
few  weeks  ago.  That  letter  was  written  to  prevent  the  confiscation  of 
our  property  South  which  I  will  explain  presently.  At  the  time  of  his 
arrest  some  gentlemen  here  of  the  highest  respectability  went  before 
Mr.  Keasbey,  U.  S.  district  attorney,  and  testified  to  Mr.  Wilder's  loy- 
alty. Of  course  our  local  paper  came  out  with  a  great  sensational 
piece  such  as  mentioning  the  family,  number  of  house,  &c.  Some  of  the 
statements  were  entirely  untrue.  For  a  letter  they  had  letters  and  also 
stated  that  we  had  a  kind  of  sign  writing  for  communication.  I  called 
to  see  Mr.  Keasbey  the  next  day  and  requested  him  kindly  to  correct 
the  misstatements.  He  asked  me  in  rather  a  sarcastic  manner  if  he 
should  have  the  letter  published.  I  told  him  no  as  I  did  not  wish  to 
make  any  explanations  through  the  papers.  I  also  told  him  that  I  had 
been  too  good  a  Republican  to  be  treated  unfairly  by  my  Republican 
brethren.  He  did  publish  the  letter  that  day.  I  also  asked  Mr.  Keasbey 
if  I  sent  to  him  gentlemen  that  he  knew  and  that  were  acquainted  with 
Mr.  W[ilder|'s  feelings  and  principles  if  he  would  report  their  testi- 
mony at  Washington.  He  promised  to  do  so.  I  rested  on  the  belief 
that  he  would  do  what  he  could  favorably  under  the  circumstances. 
He  may  have  done  so  but  I  have  reason  to  think  otherwise,  having  been 
informed  within  the  last  few  days  that  he  has  been  using  his  influence 
against  instead  of  for  us.  You  will  know  better  than  I  whether  he  has 
merely  done  his  duty  or  exceeded  it.  Perhaps  he  has  been  influenced 
by  unprincipled  enemies,  which  of  course  I  must  have  as  I  have  been 
subject  since  Mr.  Wilder's  arrest  to  a  kind  of  loaferly  persecution  such 
as  receiving  anonymous,  insulting  letters. 

I  think  it  is  very  hard  situated  as  I  am  here,  almost  a  stranger,  with 
not  a  relative  excepting  my  children  within  800  miles.  We  left  the 
South  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago  with  considerable  sacrifice,  fearing 
these  troubled  times  and  also  wishing  to  bring  up  our  children  under 
Northern  influence,  and  since  our  residence  here  our  conduct  has  been 
perfectly  loyal.  You  are  aware  that  Newark  is  a  manufacturing  city. 
When  the  trouble  between  the  North  and  South  first  commenced  most 
of  our  factories  here  stopped.  Consequently  at  the  beginning  of  last 
winter  our  laboring  poor  were  without  work  or  bread.  I  devoted  my 
entire  time  from  the  beginning  of  January  till  the  middle  of  April,  with 
the  exception  of  two  weeks  spent  at  Washington,  in  relieving  their 
necessities  and  providing  them  with  work.  I  also  used  my  means 
freely  for  their  relief.  In  the  month  of  May  another  call  was  made 
upon  the  ladies  to  provide  comforts  and  hospital  stores  for  our  soldiers 
I  again  contributed  with  money,  time  and  comforts.  My  husband  also 
contributed  liberally  toward  a  large  flag  that  was  raised  on  our  church. 

Now  if  this  is  disloyalty  I  would  like  to  know  what  loyalty  is.  We 
are  accused  of  receiving  letters  from  the  South,  which  has  prejudiced 
our  case  here.  I  admit  that;  but  they  were  from  a  Mrs.  Gilmer,  whom 
you  well  know  is  loyal  to  our  Union  if  any  one  is  South.  Another 
correspondent  is  Mrs.  McConnel,  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Gilmer  and  a  Massa- 
chusetts lady  who  is  residing  South,  and  from  my  daughter,  wife  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  Southern  army.  In  these  terrible  times  a  person 
feels  doubly  anxious  to  hear  from  friends  South. 
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Now  as  regards  Mr.  Wilder's  case,  he  built  a  rifle  battery  which  was 
prououuced  a  terrible  weapon  by  competent  judges  here.  As  soon  as  it 
was  linished  he  took  it  to  Washington  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  dispose 
of  it  to  the  Government.  He  found  it  required  more  influence  than  he 
Gould  command  to  get  it  accepted  by  the  Government.  His  cousin  from 
Michigan  was  the  inventor.  My  husband  made  the  improvements  and 
furnished  the  means  for  building  it.  The  battery  was  brought  out  in  his 
cousin's  name,  L.  C.  Wilder,  as  he  knew  there  were  parties  in  Baltimore 
who  were  watching  his  movements  in  hopes  he  would  commit  himself  in 
such  a  manner  that  there  would  be  an  excuse  for  confiscating  his  prop- 
erty South.  He  remained  in  Washington  five  weeks,  then  returned 
home  leaving  the  battery  in  Washington  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  to 
dispose  of  it  if  possible  to  the  Government  or  to  some  regiment.  Just 
before  his  arrest  he  had  commenced  building  a  smaller  one  to  take  to 
Europe,  being  told  it  required  less  influence  there  to  dispose  of  it.  He 
has  no  model  of  any  kind  here,  as  the  papers  stated.  You  can  see  by 
these  statements  that  it  would  have  been  simply  impossible  for  him  to 
dispose  of  it  to  the  Confederate  States,  or  rather  for  them  to  get  it  out 
of  Washington.  Had  he  been  disloyal  and  wished  to  dispose  of  his 
battery  South  he  could  easily  have  done  so  and  built  it  South,  A  few 
weeks  before  his  arrest  we  received  a  letter  from  our  daughter  South, 
She  had  heard  our  property  was  to  be  confiscated.  That  intercepted 
letter  was  written  merely  as  a  ruse  to  save  his  property  from  being 
confiscated.  It  was  well  understood  by  some  of  Mr.  W[ilder]'s  friends 
here  that  had  he  succeeded  in  disposing  of  his  battery  to  the  Govern- 
ment he  would  return  immediately  to  Newark  and  raise  a  company 
of  cavalry  partly  at  his  own  expense.  I  admit  that  my  husband  is 
bitterly  opposed  to  the  abolitionists;  he  has  suffered  by  them.  He  has 
as  much  faith  in  their  love  of  preserving  our  Union  as  in  the  secession- 
ists. I  know  that  he  has  expressed  his  opinion  rather  freely  against 
the  abolitionists  and  I  fear  he  has  made  himself  enemies  who  will  now 
use  their  influence  against  him  to  the  extent  of  their  power.  I  know 
that  our  kind  friends  in  New  York  have  exerted  themselves  in  his 
behalf,  which  with  this  true  statement  of  the  facts  I  cannot  but  trust 
will  procure  Mr.  Wilder's  release,  1  cannot  expect  an  answer  to  this, 
but  if  you  only  knew  with  what  an  anxious  and  troubled  heart  I  send 
it  on  its  mission  you  would  at  least  give  it  a  kind  and  early  considera- 
tion. Sliould  Mr.  Wilder  not  be  released  soon  I  would  be  greatly 
obliged  if  you  would  give  me  a  pass  for  myself  and  children  to  visit 
him  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

mes.  e.  b.  wilder. 

P.  S, — Should  you  wish  these  statements  substantiated  I  can  easily 
have  it  done. 

FoET  Lafayette,  October  1,  1861. 

E.  M.  Aechibald,  Esq,, 

Her  British  Majesty^s  Consul,  Few  Torh 

Deae  Sie:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  September  28*  and 

hasten  to  reply  frankly  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions  to  that 

effect  touching  my  property.    The  property  I  refer  to  are  sundry  notes 

now  in  the  Branch  Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  Greensborough,  N,  C,  left  by 

*  Not  found. 
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my  wife  and  self  for  collection.  Tlie  purcliaser  lias  no  deed  of  this 
property  until  the  notes,  amounting  to  $3,000  with  interest,  and  having 
tliree  years  more  to  run  are  paid,  when  a  deed  will  be  made  by  my  wife 
for  the  same.  The  property  -was  a  house  and  some  three  acres  in 
Greensborough,  built  with  money  left  my  wife  as  also  some  of  my  own. 
I  also  own  certain  interests  in  some  good  copper  mines  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  which  interests  were  secured  by  the  issue  of  stock  or 
scrip.  These  mines  since  the  rebellion  broke  out  have  suspended  oper- 
ations. 

My  daughter  wrote  me  sometime  ago  that  it  was  all  to  be  confiscated; 
hence  the  ruse  that  I  adopted  by  writing  that  letter  (to  try  and  save  it) 
and  which  led  to  my  arrest.  The  writing  of  that  letter  I  have  regret- 
ted most  sincerely,  when  I  view  it  in  its  proper  light,  and  I  must  say 
nevertheless  that  it  was  with  reluctance  that  I  did  it  against  the  solici- 
tation of  my  wife  who  endeavored  to  dissuade  me  from  so  doing;  but 
being  out  of  business  the  future  welfare  of  myself  and  family  rendered 
it  as  I  thought  imperative.  I  trusted  to  my  antecedents  and  the 
respect  I  had  and  have  entertained  for  the  Administration  to  exonerate 
me  from  blame  when  the  causes  for  which  the  ruse  was  made  were 
known  to  the  public. 

There  is  not  a  human  being  that  will  come  forward  and  say  that  I 
have  ever  even  spoken  disrespectfiilly  of  the  Government  or  in  any 
way  or  manner  encouraged  the  rebel  movement.  On  the  contrary  I  am 
and  have  been  most  anxious  to  see  the  rebellion  crushed  out  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  Government,  as  my  future  success  in  our  mining 
affairs  depended  en  it.  As  I  stated  in  a  former  letter,  there  are  many 
gentlemen  in  the  cities  of  Newark  and  New  York  who  will  vouch  that 
my  feelings  and  interests  are  on  the  side  of  the  Federal  Government, 
and  I  do  inost  solemnly  asseverate  before  my  Eternal  Judge  that  1 
have  never  for  one  moment  entertained  a  thought  inimical  to  the  Gov- 
ernment nor  of  giving  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebels  directly  or  indirectly; 
and  wrongly  as  I  have  innocently  acted  in  regard  to  that  letter  it  does 
seem  hard  that  for  one  false  step  taken  during  a  ])eriod  of  forty-seven 
years  (when  that  period,  thank  God,  has  ever  been  untarnished)  it 
should  be  the  means  of  my  incarceration  and  eventual  ruin  of  my  wife 
and  five  children  with  none  to  aid  or  assist  them  during  a  period  of 
long  confinement  for  myself. 

I  have  never  been  natm-alized  nor  never  for  one  moment  have  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  abandoning  the  allegiance  that  I  owe  to  Her  Majesty, 
neither  shall  I  ever  do  it.  As  stated  in  my  former  letter*  I  am  ready 
and  willing  to  adopt  any  measures  (not  derogatory  to  an  Englishman 
nor  affecting  my  allegiance  to  Her  Majesty)  which  they  may  deem  essen- 
tial toward  effecting  my  release. 

I  have  given  all  the  facts  in  the  case  and  sincerely  trust  that  through 
the  kindness  of  yourself  and  Lord  Lyons  I  may  be  restored  to  my 
family. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir,  with  considerations  of  the  highest  esteem 
for  your  kindness  thus  far,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  B.  WILDER. 

P.  S. — I  have  had  no  trial.  Had  I  one  it  would  not  be  difficult  for 
me  to  prove  my  innocence. 

E.  B.  W. 

'  Not  fonnd. 
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FoKT  Lafayette,  October  2, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  arrested  in  the  early  part  of  September  through  a 
letter  that  I  wrote  my  son-iu-law  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
eruiuent  and  sent  to  this  place.  Many  of  my  friends  in  Newark  and 
New  York  aware  of  my  loyalty  to  the  Administration  have  kindly  inter- 
ested themselves  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  my  release  and  again  restore 
me  to  my  family,  but  thus  far  without  success.  And  in  the  anguish  of 
my  feeliugs  at  the  deep  sorrow  in  which  my  wife  and  children  are  rest- 
ing, to  say  nothing  of  their  future  destitution,  I  write  to  Your  Excel- 
lency. 

In  writing  the  letter  that  I  did  I  must  say  it  was  on  my  part  with 
reluctance  and  against  the  better  counsels  of  my  wife  but  I  trusted  too 
much  to  my  past  life,  as  every  one  with  whom  I  am  acquainted  can 
readily  testify  to  my  unerring  devotion  to  the  Union.  I  own  some 
little  pioperty  in  North  Carolina,  accumulated  after  many  years  of 
honest  industry  and  sufficient  with  my  daily  exertions  to  keep  my 
family  from  the  iron  hand  of  poverty.  This  property  my  daughter 
wrote  me  was  to  be  confiscated,  and  in  order  to  try  and  save  it  I  wrote 
the  letter  that  led  to  my  arrest  to  my  son  in-law  who  would  have  used 
it  to  try  and  save  the  same.  It  was  simply  a  ruse  which  my  known 
loyalty  to  the  Government  I  trusted  would  be  sufficient  when  the  facts 
were  known  to  exonerate  me.  To  say  the  least  of  it  it  was  a  great 
indiscretion  on  my  part;  an  error  of  the  head  while  my  heart  was  true 
to  the  Union.  And  I  do  now,  sir,  most  solemnly  asseverate  before  my 
Maker,  before  whom  we  all  shall  stand  sooner  or  later,  that  in  writing 
that  letter  1  never  for  one  moment  meditated  an  act  of  disloyalty  to  the 
Government.  My  only  object  was  to  save  my  property.  I  have  done 
wrong,  for  it  seems  my  antecedents  have  no  weight  in  the  balance. 
The  past  history  of  my  devotion  and  my  present  for  the  preservation 
of  this  good  old  Union  under  which  I  have  lived  and  prospered  ought 
certainly  to  mitigate  my  sentence  of  exile  from  those  who  are  very  dear 
to  me  and  who  look  to  me  alone  for  their  daily  bread.  My  wile  and 
little  ones  are  wrapped  in  grief  as  each  day  closes  on  my  captivity. 
Your  Excellency  is  blessed  with  a  family  and  can  readily  portray  my 
feelings. 

I  have  been  told  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  humane  in  the  plenitude  of  his 
power.  If  so  let  me  beg  and  supplicate  you  for  one  word  of  yours  that 
will  send  me  back  to  my  children.  If  my  loyalty  is  questioned  I  will 
most  cheerfully  submit  to  any  decision  or  decree  of  the  Government  by 
giving  ample  security  or  by  oath.  The  health  of  my  wife  is  such  that 
she  cannot  live  a  great  while  and  for  God's  sake  allow  me  to  spend  the 
few  remaining  days  that  are  allotted  her  on  earth  with  her.  Were  I  at 
heart  a  guilty  man  or  if  my  past  life  can  point  out  one  act  or  word  of 
disloyalty  to  the  Government  I  could  not  and  would  not  dare  to  address 
you  on  the  subject  of  my  release,  but  I  am  innocent  though  writing 
that  letter  having  for  its  object  as  I  then  thought  justifiable  motives. 
Gould  I  have  been  allowed'  a  trial  my  past  and  present  life's  record 
would  have  declared  me  innocent.  Your  sympathy  in  my  behalf  will 
add  greatly  to  my  present  sorrow  [sie\. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAKD  B.  WILDElt. 
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New   York,  October  2, 1861. 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington  City,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  uuderstand  a  strong  eftort  is  being  made  for  the  release 
of  E.  B.  Wilder,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  now  conflTied  at  Fort  Lafayette.  I 
trust  the  Government  will  weigh  this  subject  well  before  they  acquiesce. 
One  man  to  the  writer's  knowledge  who  is  very  active  in  his  behalf 
ought  if  strict  justice  were  meted  out  to  be  in  the  same  inclosure.  It 
has  been  more  than  intimated  that  both  he  and  Wilder  have  helped  the 
rebels  to  more  than  one  envelope  of  fulminating  powder.  The  time 
may  come  when  I  will  give  you  my  name  and  residence.  In  the  mean- 
time beware  of  any  communications  from  George  K.  Hazewell  in  behalf 
of  said  Wilder. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A  TEUE  BLUE. 

While  writing  I  understand  that  Hazewell  is  this  day  soliciting  let- 
ters from  leading  men  in  this  city  through  his  friend  Counsellor  Smith 
for  the  relief  of  Wilder.    They  are  a  precious  pair. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  5, 1861. 

Robert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  Yorlc. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  bring  the  case  of  the  prisoner 
E.  B,  Wilder,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  before  the  first  U.  S.  grand 
jury  empaneled  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


New  York,  October  6, 1861. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  do  not  feel  quite  easy  in  my  mind  touching  my  report 
in  the  case  of  E.  B.  Wilder,  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.  I  do  not  know 
but  he  has  been  discharged  notwithstanding  that  report.  If  not  fur- 
ther reflection  causes  me  to  fear  that  I  did  him  injustice.  There  was 
but  a  mere  point  of  proof  against  him  and  that  was  contained  in  the 
intercepted  letter.  If  half  who  are  as  guilty  as  he  were  imprisoned 
all  the  forts  in  the  land  would  not  suffice  to  contain  them.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  would  be  put  in  ijeril  by  setting  him  at  liberty. 
Under  all  the  circumstances  I  should  be  pleased  or  rather  relieved  of 
a  little  anxiety  if  you  should  overrule  my  report  and  set  Mr.  Wilder 
free. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  G.  HAWLEY, 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  E.  B.  Wilder,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  Sta.tes 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
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nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything-  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  Make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath.  I  transmit 
this  order  to  Eobert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been 
instructed  by  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be 
made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged 
from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper 
papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


I,  E.  B.  Wilder,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  1  will  bear  true  faith, 
allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  pur- 
pose without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever;  and  fur- 
ther that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be 
required  of  me  by  law ;  and  also  that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  also 
tljat  I  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection. 

E.  B.  WILDEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  14th  day  of  October,  1861. 

J.  G.  LAY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 


Case  of  George  L.  Bowne. 

George  L.  Bowne,  a  member  of  the  Florida  legislature,  was  arrested 
by  order  of  the  .Secretary  of  State  dated  September  7, 1861,  by  U.  S. 
Marshal  Chase,  northern  district  of  New  York,  at  Cooperstowu,  N.  Y., 
and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  signing  the 
secession  ordinance  in  the  legislature  or  convention  of  Florida  and 
with  being  a  spy  traveling  through  the  North  to  gain  information  for 
Jeff'.  Davis.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated 
September  20, 1861,  directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  to  release  Bowne  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He 
was  accordingly  released  September  24, 18G1.— From  Record  Book, 
iState  department,  "Arrests  for  Dishyalty.^' 


ElCHFIELD  Spkings,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 

August  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  G.  L.  Bowne,  of  Key  West,  is  at  Cooperstown.  He  signed  the 
secession  ordinance  in  the  legislature  (or  conventi(m)  of  Florida  and 
has  the  deepest  stake  in  the  Southern  Confederacy.    Miss  Cornell,  of 
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Cooperstowiijhas  in  her  possessiou  I  know  a  letter  from  Bovvne  stating 
tbat  lie  signed  as  above.  She  has  a  more  recent  letter  from  him  asking 
her  to  destroy  the  first  and  begging  her  silence.  This  I  know.  He  is 
rich  and  is  a  spy.  He  travels  that  he  may  gain  facts  for  Jefferson 
Davis.  He  will  be  for  a  fortnight  or  more  at  Cooperstown  where  he 
can  be  arrested  as  a  spy  and  should  be. 
Your  ft-iend  and  my  country's, 

B.  BEOOKS, 

Of  New  YorTc. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  7, 1861. 
Edward  J.  Chase,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Loclcport,  N.  T. : 

"Arrest  G.  L.  Bowne,  of  Key  West,  who  is  said  to  be  at  Cooperstown. 
Secure  his  papers  and  send  him  forthwith  to  Fort  Lafayette,  IT.  Y.,  in 
charge  of  a  trustworthy  person. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Loclcport,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  evening,  the  7th  instant,  your  telegram  was 
received  directing  the  arrest  of  G.  L.  Bowne  and  his  conveyance  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  -  Two  of  my  deputies  were  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  order  and  on  the  next  evening  arrested  Mr.  Bowne  at  Coopers- 
town, and  on  the  10th  instant  delivered  him  to  the  custody  of  Colonel 
Burke  at  Fort  Lafayette  and  took  the  colonel's  receipt  for  him.  The 
deputies  found  in  Mr.  Bowne's  possession  numerous  papers  of  a  miscel- 
laneous character  and  some  letters  from  friends  and  on  business;  some 
from  Key  West.  Only  a  few  have  been  opened  and  none  read  except 
the  address  and  signature.  Some  of  the  packages  of  iiapers  were  at 
the  time  of  seizure  in  sealed  envelopes  which  have  not  been  opened. 
The  papers  are  all  in  my  office  under  the  seal  of  my  deputy,  Mr.  Tucker, 
who  made  the  seizure.  Shall  I  examine  them  or  forward  them  to  you? 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  J.  CHASE, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Washington,  September  13, 1S61. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  counsel  of  Mr.  Bowne,  of  Key  West,  Pla.,  now  a  pris- 
oner in  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  I  am  anxious  to  have  an 
interview  of  a  few  moments  in  reference  to  his  case.  Mr.  Bowne  is  a 
native  of  Western  New  York,  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  in  the  fall 
of  1839  went  to  Key  West  and  has  ever  since  spent  his  winters  there, 
returning  as  the  summer  approached  to  his  old  home  in  Cooperstown 
and  there  remaining  until  cold  Aveather.  This  year  he  left  Key  West 
as  early  as  March.  A  few  days  since  he  was  arrested  and  conveyed  to 
Fort  Lafayette.  He  has  no  idea  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest  further  than 
being  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  He  presumes  that  it  grows 
out  of  the  treasonable  position  assumed  by  the  State  of  Florida. 

Mr.  Bowne  has  always  been  and  now  is  a  Union  man  and  opposed 
to  anything  like  secession.  As  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Florida 
he  opposed  to  the  last  the  calling  of  a  convention,  and  when  it  was 
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determined  to  call  one  lie  refused  longer  to  i-einain  a,  member  of  tlie 
legislature  and  sat  with  them  no  more.  His  course  all  through  and 
his  influence  has  been  for  the  Union  both  in  Florida  and  Western  New 
York.  On  this  I  am  advised  that  abundant  proof  can  be  furnished 
from  Gooperstown  and  Key  West.  My  object  in  asking  an  interview 
is  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  charges  against  my  client  and  to  (if 
possible)  arrange  some  plan  to  produce  the  proof  of  his  innocence  of 
any  thought,  word  or  deed  against  the  integrity  of  the  Union.  The 
importance  in  this  case  of  some  speedy  action  and  release  if  innocent 
is  that  Mr.  Bowne  has  for  more  than  twenty  years  been  a  very  sick 
man,  and  his  conflnement  in  Fort  Lafayette  for  any  very  considerable 
lengtii  of  time  might  be  fatal  to  him. 

Hoping  that  the  Secretary  will  accord  me  an  interview,  1  remain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

P.  S.  L.  CUMMINS, 
Of  Cummins,  Alexander  &  Green,  Attorneys,  New  York. 


Depaktment  of  State,  Washington,  September  14, 1861. 
Edwaed  J.  Chase,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Lockport,  N.  J. : 

Your  letter  of  tlie  11th  received.    Send  at  once  by  post  the  papers  to 
which  it  refers  in  the  case  of  G.  L.  Bowne. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  September  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the  following  statements  in 
regai  d  to  Mr.  George  L.  Bowne  recently  arrested  in  this  village  ujton 
the  charge  as  is  generally  understood  of  treason. 

Mr.  Bowne,  now  about  forty-four  years  of  age,  is  regarded  here  as  one 
of  our  citizens;  was  born  in  the  town  of  Butternut,  now  Morris,  in  this 
county  and  lived  with  his  mother  in  this  village  during  a  portion  of  his 
boyhood  and  early  manhood  and  ever  since  made  his  annual  summer 
visits  here  as  to  his  home.  A  feeble  constitution  and  inherited  pul- 
monary indisposition  induced  him  about  twenty  years  since  to  go  to 
Key  West  as  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Doubleday,  a  merchant 
of  consumptive  tendencies  who  had  gone  thither  from  this  town  and 
had  ibund  that  climate  highly  favorable  to  his  health.  Young  Bowne 
finding  that  climate  agreed  with  him  has  since  made  Key  West  his 
business  residence  (he  is  without  family)  and  by  assiduous  attention  to 
business  has  accumulated  it  seems  a  considerable  degree  of  wealth. 
His  summers  have  usually  been  spent  among  us,  but  an  increase  of  liis 
asthmatic  difiBculties  has  invariably  driven  him  South  on  the  approach 
of  cold  weather. 

Among  us  Mr.  Bowne  is  universally  esteemed  as  a  man  of  unim- 
peachable character.  His  amiable,  gentlemanly  and  correct  deportment 
has  secured  him  the  respect  of  the  whole  community  and  very  strongly 
endeared  him  to  his  intimate  friends.  In  his  absence  and  without  being 
previously  consulted  he  was  a  year  ago  elected  to  represent  Key  West 
in  the  Florida  legislature.  He  is  not  a  politician;  did  not  seek  the 
place,  and  if  as  is  believed  there  has  been  a  long  entertained  consi)iracy 
in  the  South  against  our  Government  I  am  quite  sure  Mr.  Bowne  is  not 
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one  of  tbe  conspirators.  Whatever  disloyal  act  or  circumstance  (if  any) 
may  appear  against  him  I  believe  should  be  attributed  to  his  yielding 
to  the  intiuence  of  politicians  around  him  instead  of  following  the 
dictates  of  his  better  feelings  and  judgment. 

In  conversation  here  the  last  two  summers  he  has  uniformly  deplored 
the  national  troubles  and  manifested  a  decided  preference  for  the  Con- 
stitution and  Union  over  any  division  or  separation  of  the  States  if  it 
could  be  maintained  without  too  great  a  sacrifice  of  present  and  future 
interests.  Doubting  that  it  could  be  he  has  asked,  "  Why  not  let  the 
South  go  1 "  His  deportment,  tone  and  conversation  through  the  summer 
has  been  much  less  obnoxious  in  public  than  that  of  many  I  am  sorry 
to  say  of  my  Democratic  neighbors,  and  some  of  them  men  of  mark. 
1  am  informed  that  several  vessels  in  which  he  is  more  or  less  interested 
as  an  owner  are  chartered  by  our  Government  and  now  employed  in  her 
service. 

I  do  not  know  upon  what  grounds  his  arrest  is  based  and  will  not 
therefore  presume  to  judge  of  its  justice  or  expediency,  but  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  unless  the  nature  of  the  evidence  against  him  or 
some  urgent  public  policy  (of  which  I  cannot  judge)  requires  that  he 
be  tried  or  kept  in  custody  I  believe  the  interest  of  the  Government 
would  be  subserved  by  setting  him  at  liberty.  If  he  is  to  be  tried 
cannot  the  trial  be  had  soon,  that  if  not  convicted  he  may  be  set  at 
liberty  before  cold  weather?  If  he  cannot  be  tried  soon  nor  discharged 
from  arrest  unconditionally  then  I  would  suggest  that  he  be  allowed  to. 
go  at  large  on  his  parole  as  I  have  not  a  doubt  that  his  parole  may  safely 
be  relied  upon  both  to  return  into  custody  at  any  specified  time  and  to 
observe  faithfully  any  line  of  conduct  to  which  he  may  pledge  himself. 
Should  it  be  deemed  necessary,  however  (which  I  sincerely  hope  it  may 
not  be),  to  keep  him  in  custody  for  any  considerable  time  then  may  it 
not  be  well  in  view  of  his  health  that  he  be  soon  removed  to  some 
place  of  safe-keeping  in  a  milder  climate  (if  he  shall  prefer  the  request). 
His  immediate  friends  here  seem  more  anxious  about  his  health  on  the 
approach  of  the  cold  weather  than  about  the  final  result. 

Our  friends  here — the  Government's  friends — have  urged  upon  me  to 
make  this  communication  believing  that  Mr.  Bowne's  disloyalty  what- 
ever it  may  have  been  has  not  been  the  disloyalty  of  a  determined 
traitor.  We  beg  for  him  and  his  case  as  favorable  a  disposition  as  the 
Government  in  justice,  humanity  and  its  policy  can  make. 
Most  respectfully,  very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  AYERELL. 


OOOPERSTOWN,  September  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Dear  Sir:  Feeling  that  you  will  appreciate  my  motives  in  address 
ing  you  I  deem  it  needless  to  make  excuses  for  intruding  on  your  no 
doubt  already  over-occupied  attention  and  will  briefly  state  my  object, 
which  is  to  petition  for  your  favorable  consideration  in  the  case  of 
George  L.  Bowne,  esq.,  who  was  arrested  in  this  village  on  the  8tli 
instant  on  a  charge  of  treason.  No  doubt  his  more  influential  friends 
here  and  in  New  York  City  have  or  will  appeal  to  you  in  his  behalf  and 
my  action  may  be  superfluous,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  doing  what  I 
consider  my  duty  in  testifying  to  yon  that  the  course  pursued  by  Mr, 
Bowne  during  the  past  summer  has  been  that  of  a  good  and  loyal 
citizen. 
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I  cannot  better  illustrate  what  I  believe  to  be  his  sentiments  than  by 
repeating  the  words  he  used  at  my  table  when  dining  with  me  about 
the  middle  of  July  last.  On  that  occasion  the  conversation  turned  on 
the  affairs  of  our  country  and  Mr.  Bowne  said  that  he  had  heard  men 
in  Cooperstown  use  language  against  the  Government  which  he  thought 
was  very  wrong;  that  though  he  had  heavy  interests  at  the  South  and 
his  sympathies  were  on  her  side  that  he  could  not  feel  as  these  people 
seemed  to  do,  and  that  if  he  did  he  would  not  dare  to  express  himself 
as  they  did.  He  said  his  first  wish  was  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Union  but  as  he  considered  that  impracticable  he  desired  a  peaceable 
separation,  but  deprecated  the  action  of  the  South  in  taking  Fort 
Sumter  and  thus  involving  the  country  in  a  civil  war. 

Of  course  if  Mr.  Bowne  has  by  word  or  act  committed  treason  or  the 
interest  of  our  country  demands  his  confinement  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say,  but  if  his  arrest  was  caused  by  mere  susjjicion  or  from  the  fact  of 
his  being  a  member  of  the  Florida  legislature  you  will  please  allow 
my  statement  to  have  whatever  weight  you  think  it  entitled  to. 

I  inclose  two  paragraphs*  clipped  from  our  village  papers,  one 
Republican  the  other  l3emocratic,  but  both  for  the  Union  and  opi)Osed 
to  traitors  Iforth  or  South. 

With  the  highest  esteem  I  feel  honored  in  subscribing  myself  yours, 
truly, 

A.  A.  BROWN. 

Should  you  not  remember  me  I  would  refer  you  to  your  friend  William 
H.  Averell,  esq. 

A.  A.  B. 

[Indoraement.] 

Mr.  Bowne  may  be  released  on  his  taking  an  oath  of  allegiance. 

[W.  H.  SEWARD.] 

[Inclosure.] 
ARREST   ON  A   CHARGE   OF   TREASON. 

Considerable  excitement  was  occasioned  in  our  village  last  Sunday 
evening  by  the  arrest  of  George  L.  Bowne,  esq.,  on  a  charge  of  treason. 
The  arrest  was  made  on  a  warrant  from  the  State  Department  at  Wash- 
ington by  Deputy  Marshal  Tucker,  of  Lockport,  and  Assistant  Deputy 
Marshal  Pierce,  of  Rochester.  The  Albany  Atlas  and  Argus  having 
given  an  exaggerated  statement  of  what  occurred  we  will  state  what 
was  done  and  said  more  in  detail  than  would  have  been  necessary  had 
the  simple  fact  of  the  arrest  only  been  announced. 

In  the  first  place  it  is  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  Bowne  is  a  native  of 
this  county  and  resided  here  till  early  manhood.  He  then  emigrated  to 
Key  West,  Fla.,  where  he  has  been  for  many  years  and  is  now  engaged 
in  large  coipmercial  and  mercantile  transactions.  Although  scarcely 
fortv  years  of  age  and  unmarried,  by  his  superior  business  qualifications, 
energy  and  discretion  he  has  accumulated  a  large  property.  Being  sub- 
ject to  severe  visitations  of  asthma  he  has  for  several  years  spent  the  sum- 
mer seasons  at  the  North,  and  the  last  two  or  three  years  mostly  in. 
tliis  his  native  county.  Last  year  he  purchased  a  house  in  this  village, 
furnished  it  and  has  resided'  in  it  the  past  spring  and  summer,  his 
brother  who  is  in  business  here  being  a  member  of  his  family.    Mr. 

*  One  of  the  inclosures  omitted  as  unimpoitant,  beiug  substantially  a  repetition  of 
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Bowne  aud  bis  partner  (Bowne  &  Curry)  are  large  ship  owners,  much 
larger  than  any  other  house  in  Florida,  and  they  have  now  some  three 
or  four  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  Government.  A  year  ago  Mr. 
Bowne  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Florida  legislature  for  two  years. 
He  is  now  a  member  and  was  last  winter  at  the  time  the  secession  ordi 
nance  was  unanimously  approved;  and  it  is  this  fact  very  probably 
which  has  subjected  him  to  the  imputation  of  treason,  at  least  none 
other  is  even  suspected  here. 

Now  as  to  his  arrest.  The  two  marshals,  the  sherift"  and  we  believe  a 
deputy  -went  to  his  house  and  made  the  arrest  between  (i  aud  7  p.  m. 
Mr.  Bowne  although  astonished  at  the  charge  submitted  uncomplain- 
ingly and  cheerfully.  He  delivered  over  his  letters  and  papers  unhesi- 
tatingly, ate  his  supper  composedly  and  made  his  arrangements  to  leave 
promptly.  Suffering  under  a  recent  attack  of  asthma  he  dreaded  the 
night  air  and  the  marshals  were  requested  to  remain  over  till  Monday 
morning.  They  expressed  a  willingness  so  to  do  but  said  if  they  did  a 
faithful  discharge  of  duty  would  require  his  safe  custody  in  jail.  Mr. 
Bowne  of  course  preferred  proceeding  to  Fort  Plain  at  once. 

After  all  things  were  ready  and  waiting  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bowne's 
carriage  to  take  himself,  brother  and  the  two  marshals  some  lifty  or 
sixty  persons  assembled  and  most  of  them  came  into  the  house.  On 
coming  in  one  man  harshly  addressed  the  marshal,  telling  him  that  he 
could  not  and  should  not  take  Mr.  Bowne  from  the  house  or  village.  The 
marshal  very  mildly  but  firmly  replied  that  he  had  an  official  duty  to 
perform  and  he  should  perform  it;  that  Mr.  Bowne  was  a  gentleman  and 
would  be  treated  as  such  and  he  advised  that  there  should  be  no  dis- 
turbance or  resistance.  The  rejoinder  to  this  was  in  substance,  "  I  am 
as  big  or  a  bigger  man  than  you  and  can  whip  you."  To  this  the  marshal 
said:  "  Sheriff,  arrest  that  man,"  and  the  arrest  was  promptly  made. 
After  this  another  man  told  the  marshal  with  an  oath  that  he  should 
not  or  could  not  take  Mr.  Bowne  from  the  house;  to  which  the  marshal 
replied  that  he  had  better  be  careful  or  he  would  be  sent  for,  and  that 
he  must  be  very  careful  about  interfering.  Mr.  Bowne  was  not  in  the 
room  where  this  conversation  took  place  but  he  soon  sent  word  and 
requested  the  crowd  to  leave  the  house  if  they  were  his  friends. 

Then  the  marshal  was  told  that  he  could  not  take  Mr.  Bowne  until 
he  showed  his  papers.  The  marshal  refused  most  decidedly  to  show 
his  papers  to  the  crowd  but  that  Mr.  Bowne  could  see  them  or  had  seen 
them,  and  then  again  Mr.  Bowne  requested  them  to  leave  the  house, 
saying  he  had  seeu  the  warrant  and  it  was  all  right.  The  crowd  still 
remained  in  the  house  and  there  were  other  harsh  words  and  offensive 
language.  About  8.30  the  carriage  came  to  the  door  and  Mr.  Bowne, 
his  brother  and  the  marshals  seated  themselves  and  drove  off',  the 
crowd  groaning  and  using  insulting  language.  The  mg,rshals  informed 
Mr.  Bowne  and  his  friends  that  they  should  take  him  to  Rochester 
instead  of  New  York  and  the  Argus  states  that  this  was  said  to  pre- 
vent a  mob,  &c.,  whereas  Mr.  Bowne  greatly  preferred  to  be  taken  to 
New  York. 

Now  this  demonstration  to  resist  the  execution  of  process  issued  by 
the  highest  authority  in  the  Government,  although  disgraceful  and 
criminal  to  individuals  and  disreputable  to  our  village,  was  far  less 
imposing  than  the  one  the  Argus  describes.  Besides  it  was  a  demon- 
stration calculated  to  injure  and  implicate  Mr.  Bowne  and  might  have 
resulted  in  serious  and  fatal  damage  to  others  as  well  as  himself  liad  it 
not  been  for  the  interposition  of  the  calm  but  firm  determination  of  the 
officers  and  above  all  the  manly  aud  noble  conduct  and  bearing  of  Mr. 
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Bowne  himself.  He  was  not  simply  self-possessed  but  in  all  respects 
he  deported  himself  as  a  gentleman  unconscious  of  treasonable  acts  or 
complicities,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  his  noble  bearing  on  the 
trying  occasion  was  the  true  index. 

He  was  taken  to  Fort  Lafayette  in  New  York  Harbor  and  we  shall 
soon  know  the  specific  treasonable  acts  wherewith  he  is  charged  and 
cannot  doubt  his  speedy  release  and  return. 


Fort  Lafayette,  Neio  Yorh  Harbor,  September  19, 1861. 
George  L.  Bowne  being  duly  sworn*  says:  First,  that  he  was  not  a 
member  of  the  convention  of  the  State  of  Florida  which  passed  the 
ordinance  of  secessioji ;  second,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Florida  in  the  year  1860-'61,  and  as  such  member 
opposed  and  voted  against  the  act  authorizing  a  convention  of  the  said 
State:  third,  that  previous  to  his  leaving  New  York  for  Florida  last 
fall  he  expressed  himself  opposed  to  the  secession  of  Florida  and  was 
uniformly  opposed  to  it;  fourth,  that  he  is  a  Union  man  and  has  dur- 
ing the  past  summer  so  declared  himself;  iifth,  that  he  is  a  native  of 
this  State  and  has  resided  for  a  number  of  years  past  during  the  sum- 
mer months  at  (Jooperstown,  in  the  State  of  New  York;  sixth,  that  he 
used  all  his  influence  to  prevent  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Florida. 

G.  L.  BOWNE. 

[Indorsement.] 

Let  Mr.  Bowne  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  .ind  engaging  not  to 
enter  insurrectionary  States  during  the  war  without  consent  of  the 
Seca-etary  of  State. 

W.  H.  S[EWARD]. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  20, 18(11. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  T. 

Colonel  :  You  are  authorized  to  release  George  L.  Bowne,  a  pris- 
oner at  Fort  Lafayette,  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEl). 


State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss  : 

I,  George  L.  Bowne,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever. 

So  help  me  God. 

G.  L.  BOWNE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  September,  1861. 

OHAELES  W.  CHUECH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 


*  No  jurat  found  attached  to  this  paper. 
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Dbpaetment  of  State,  Washington,  September  25, 186]. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  K  Y. 

Sir  :  Let  Mr.  G.  L.  Bowue,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette, 
be  discharged  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  engaging  not  to  enter  any  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  during  the  war  without  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


New  York,  September  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  Will  you  have  the  private  papers  of  George  L.  Bowne  taken 
from  him  on  his  arrest  returned  to  us  at  this  city  or  direct  the  marshal 
to  return  them  to  Mr.  Bowne  at  Oooperstown  ? 
Yours,  respectfully, 

CUMMINS,  ALEXANDEE  &  GEEEN. 


Port  Hamilton,  Neio  York  Harbor,  September  38, 1801. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the 
25th  instant  iTi  reference  to  the  discharge  of  George  L.  Bowne,  and  beg- 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  discrepancy  in  the  instructions  conveyed 
in  tliat  and  in  the  communication  dated  September  20.  Mr.  G.  L.  Bowne 
was  discharged  on  the  24th  instant  under  instructions  dated  the  20tli 
and  the  papers  in  his  case  were  yesterday  forwarded  you  by  mail.  If 
desired  I  will  forward  copies  of  both  your  communications. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  30,  1861. 
Messrs.  Cummins,  Alexander  &  Green,  New  Yorli. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  instant  has  been  received,  and 
in  compliance  with  your  request  the  private  papers  taken  from  George 
L.  Bowne  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  and  forwarded  to  this  Department 
have  been  to-day  sent  by  mail  to  your  address. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  October  1, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo  informing  this  Department  of  the 

discharge  of  George  L.  Bowne  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 

the  20th  ultimo  and  before  the  receipt  of  those  of  the  25th  has  been 

duly  received.    Your  proceedings  in  the  matter  are  entirely  ajjproved. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Case  of  John  C.  Brain. 

John  C.  Braia  was  arrested  at  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  early  in  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  charged  with  being  a  spy  in  the  service  of  the  rebels,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  disloyal  secret  organization  known  as  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle  and  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army.  He  was  examined 
before  a  magistrate  by  whom  he  was  committed  to  jail  for  want  of  bail 
in  the  sum  of  $6,000  and  was  afterward  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  safe- 
keeping and  subsequently 'transterred  to  Tort  Warren.  A  paper  was 
found  in  his  possession  showing  that  he  was  recognized  as  a  sergeant 
in  a  company  of  State  guards  which  it  was  stated  would  be  subject  to 
Governor  Magoffin's  orders  "  to  go  anywhere,"  and  was  authorized  to 
enlist  men  for  the  same  "  to  be  called  for  when  needed."  This  pai)er 
was  dated  Louisville,  April  16, 1861.  The  evidence  produced  on  his 
examination  showed  that  he  had  been  about  Michigan  City  since  the 
latter  part  of  June,  1861,  occasionally  absenting  himself  for  a  week  or 
more  at  a  time  in  a  mysterious  way,  no  one  knowing  whither  he  went; 
that  he  disclosed  to  some  persons  that  he  was  a  Knight  of  the  Golden 
Circle  and  made  eftbrts  to  induce  them  to  join ;  that  he  stated  that  the 
obligation  of  the  society  bound  its  members  "  to  furnish  all  information 
possible;"  that  he  also  tried  to  induce  parties  to  engage  in  conveying 
contraband  goods,  sabers,  pistols,  &c.,  to  the  rebel  States;  that  he 
talked  against  the  Government,  alleging  that  it  was  already  destroyed 
and  that  a  Government  like  that  of  France  was  preferable ;  that  one 
object  he  set  forth  as  embraced  in  the  organization  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle  when  trying  to  persuade  persons  to  join  the  same  was  to 
aid  in  the  "substitution  of  a  new  and  different  form  of  government;" 
that  he  was  seen  to  have  in  his  possession  "  a  printed  hand  bill  for 
recruits  in  the  Confederate  Army."  After  his  confinement  Brain 
claimed  to  be  a  British  subject  which  claim  was  so  far  recognized  that 
he  was  released  on  the  10th  day  of  February,  1862,  on  his  taking  an  oath 
not  to  go  to  nor  hold  correspondence  with  the  insurrectionary  States 
nor  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection without  requiring  an  oath  of  allegiance. — Froin  Record  Booh, 
State  Department,  ^'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


Louisville,  April  16, 1861. 
We  the  undersigned  agree  to  form  two  or  more  companies  for  the 
purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  State  Guard  and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves 
to  do  so  when  a  sufficient  number  have  been  enlisted.    These  com- 
panies will  be  subject  to  Governor  Magoffin's  orders  to  go  anywhere. 

PRESTON  KOGEES, 
FEANK  TRYON, 

Captains. 
J.  V.  COWLING,  JiJ., 
W.  BELL,  Je., 

First  Lieutenants. 
W.  D.  CHIPLEY, 
J.  T.  G.  GALT, 

Second  Lieutenants. 
JAMES  GHISELIN, 

Third  Lieutenant. 
JOHN  C.  BRAIN, 

Sergeant. 
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I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  J.  C.  Brain,  and  hereby  authorize  him  to 
enlist  men  for  these  companies  to  be  called  for  when  needed. 

J.  V.  COWLING,  Jk., 

First  Lieutenant. 


Louisville  and  Nashville  Eailroad  Company, 


Superintendent's  Ofpice 


■Louisville,  May  15, 18(11. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Brain,  the  bearer,  desires  to  take  some  sketches  on  the  line 
of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Eailroad.     Station  agents  will  confer  a 
favor  by  aftbrdiug  Mr.  B.  such  facilities  as  they  may  be  able. 
Eespectfully, 

J.  B.  ANDEESON, 

Superintendent. 


Chicago,  September  7, 1861. 
To  THE  Sheriff  of  La  Porte  County,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir:  If  the  John  C.  Brain  spoken  of  in  above  [following] 
extract  taken  from  Chicago  Journal  of  this  date  is  of  more  than  medium 
size,  light  complexion,  light  hair  and  grayish  eyes,  witli  rather  exposed 
upper  teeth  when  speaking,  and  if  the  said  John  0,  Brain  has  at  any 
time  been  engaged  in  getting  up  a  railroad  route  book  from  New 
Orleans  to  New  York,  the  said  John  C.  Braiu  is  an  unmitigated  scoun- 
drel and  swindler,  and  if  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  i^roperly 
punish  him  on  the  charge  of  spy  to  the  enemies  of  our  Government 
hold  him  for  swindling  several  ])arties  of  this  city  and  Pittsburg  of 
considerable  sums  of  money  and  advise  nie  by  mail.  Besides  my 
clients  I  think  William  D.  Baker,  Shanley  S.  Millar,  S.  1'.  Eounds, 
proprietor  of  the  Adams  House,  of  this  city,  or  a  Mr.  Haven,  a  publisher 
and  printer  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  would  be  glad  to  get  a  chance  at  him. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  B.  THOMAS, 

Attorney. 

[liiclosuro.  I 

John  C.  Brain,  a  daguerreotypist,  has  been  arrested  at  La  Porte,  Ind., 
as  a  member  of  the  K.  G.  C.  and  a  Southern  spy.  Ue  is  now  in  jail 
in  default  of  $6,000  bail. 


Chicago,  September  11, 1861. 
William  H.  Sewabd: 

J.  C.  Brain  is  iu  custody  as  a  spy  at  La  Porte;  a  member  of  the 
!£.  G.  C;  is  recognized  by  an  officer  and  men  of  the  Indiana  Ninth. 
Arrested  at  Philippi  as  a  spy.  Papers  in  cipher.  Is  in  jail.  Was  once 
editor  of  Southern  Traveler,  Baltimore.    What  shall  be  done  with  him^ 

JOHN  C,  MILLER. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  1L>,  1861. 
John  C.  Miller,  Chicago: 

Yonr  telegram  received.  Cause  J.  C,  Brain  to  be  sent  to  Port  Lafav- 
ette,  N.  V.  ^ 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
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Chioago,  September  18,  1801. 
W,  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  : 

Send  another  order.  Your  telegram  read  J.  C.  Abram;  should  be 
John  C.  Braiu.  Whom  shall  I  draw  on  for  expenses  of  transporta- 
tion ?    *    *    •    Answer. 

JOHN  G.  MILLEK. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  1!),  1861. 
John  C.  Miller,  Chicago,  III: 

\'our  telegram  of  the  18th  received.  The  mistake  in  ours  did  not 
originate  here.  Your  telegram  of  the  11th  was  answered  as  received 
m  regard  to  the  person  at  La  Porte,  Ind.  If  his  name  is  John  0. 
Brain  do  as  directed  in  regard  to  him,  drawing  on  this  Department  for 
all  necessary  expenses  in  this  and  other  cases. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Fort  Lafayette,  Friday,  October  4, 1861. 
E.  M.  Archibald,  Esq., 

Her  British  Majesty's  Consul,  Nexo  Yorlc. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  removed  from  La  Porte,  Ind.,  after  being 
conHued  over  a  month  in  the  county  jail  to  this  fort.  When  arrested 
or  till  now  there  has  been  no  distinct  charge  against  me  and  I  am  guilt- 
less of  any  unlawful  act.  The  soldiers  who  arrested  me  took  from  me 
over  8200,  giving  no  receipt  or  acknowledgment  whatever.  By  the 
(-'bicago  newspapers  I  learn  that  I  am  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army,  the 
only  foundation  for  which  has  been  my  having  signed  the  roll  of  a 
company  of  State  Guards  m  Kentucky  which  company  I  believe  has 
never  been  organized  and  I  never  took  any  oath  whatever  to  this 
country  or  any  State  thereof.  I  am  a  native  of  Loudon ;  came  here  in 
1849 ;  have  never  been  naturalized  or  declared  intentions.  My  uncle, 
William  Tabram,  resides  in  Bristol,  Pa.,  and  my  mother,  Mrs.  John 
Brain,  resides  in  Springfield,  Clark  County,  Ohio.  As  a  British  sub- 
,iect  1  appeal  to  you  for  protection  and  the  restoration  of  my  money  and 
liberty. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  BliAIN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  13, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Bxjrke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  You  will  please  allow  Mr.  Archibald,  the  British  consul 
at  New  York,  to  have  an  interview  with  J.  C.  Brain  and  George  Parker, 
alleged  to  be  i>ritish  subjects  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  36,  J 861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord:  With  reference  to  the  case  of  John  C.  Brain  now  con- 
fined at  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  I  have  the  honor  to  remark  that  from 
papers  on  file  in  this  Department  it  appears  that  on  the  lOtli  of  April 
insf.  the  iiHrson  referred  to  was  a  sergeant  in  a  military  organization  in 


714  PKISONERS   OF  WAR,    ETC. 

Kentucky  called  the  State  Guard  aud  was  empowered  to  enlist  recruits 
for  three  companies,  all  for  the  purpose  of  waging  war  against  the 
United  States;  that  he  was  arrested  for  this  offense  and  is  imprisoned 
as  a  person  dangerous  to  be  allowed  to  go  at  large  during  the  existing 
condition  of  affairs  in  that  State  and  in  others.  He  is  detained  at  a 
place  where  the  Avrit  of  habeas  corpus  is  suspended  and  it  is  conceived 
cannot  at  present  be  released  compatibly  with  the  public  safety. 

I  avail  myself  of  tliis  occasion  to  offer  to  you  a  renewed  assurance 
of  my  very  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Chicago,  October  39, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  hand  you  herewitli  the  evidence  in  the  case  of  John  0.  Brain. 
He  was  examined  before  a  magistrate  in  La  Porte  County,  Ind.,  and 
committed  in  default  of  bail,  $6,000.  A  statement  of  the  evidence 
together  with  the  affidavits  of  Mrs.  Mary  Fraley  are  inclosed.  Mrs.  Fra- 
ley  was  boarding  at  the  same  hotel  with  Brain  and  through  an  inti- 
macy with  his  wife  was  brought  into  contact  with  Brain.  She  seems 
to  be  a  credible  person.  As  to  his  nativity  he  is  reported  to  me  to 
have  been  a  native  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Of  this  I  have  no  evidence. 
One  of  his  letters*  which  1  inclose  states  that  he  came  to  this  country 
when  some  ten  years  of  age.  Naturalization  of  his  father  in  some 
States  would  have  made  him  a  citizen.  A  letter  to  the  English  con- 
sul at  Chicago  states  that  his  father  is  residing  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 
I  hand  you  a  letter*  from  his  father  dated  23d  of  July  last  showing 
him  to  have  been  in  Cincinnati  at  that  date. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  C.  MILLEK. 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

In  the  matter  of  the  prosecution  of  one  John  C.  Brain,  who  was  first 
arrested  by  Colonel  Milroy,  Ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

This  man  Brain  was  arrested  at  Michigan  City  after  having  been  sus- 
pected and  watched  for  some  time.  He  was  brought  to  Camp  Colfax, 
and  by  order  of  Milroy  the  papers,  &c.,  were  placed  in  my  hands,  Avith 
the  request  to  hold  him  by  some  prosecution  under  our  statutes  until 
his  case  could  be  fully  developed.  He  was  finally  arrested  on  the  charge 
of  aiding  and  corresponding  with  the  rebels.  The  examination  elicited 
the  facts,  of  which  the  folloAving  is  a  somewhat  full  statement  leaving 
out,  however,  all  useless  verbiage: 

One  E.  R.  Young  who  had  been  on  his  track  for  some  time  testified 
substantially  as  follows :  The  first  suspicion  of  the  gentleman  arose  from 
the  circumstances  noticed  by  the  superintendent  of  New  Albany  and 
Salem  Railroad,  he  taking  up  his  pass  over  the  railroad.  He  pretended 
to  be  preparing  memoranda  for  a  railroad  map  or  some  such  thing 
while  in  fact  he  did  nothing  as  far  as  could  be  seen  which  showed  that 
such  AN-as  the  fact.  He  was  about  Michigan  City  from  and  after  the 
Intter  part  of  June  and  at  times  would  absent  himself  for  aAveek  or  ten 
days  no  one  knowing  his  whereabouts.  In  order  to  learn  the  facts 
Young  became  friendly  AA-itli  him,  and  he  explained  to  Young  in  full  the 
society  of  the  K.  G.  C;  that  he  Avas  one;  that  the  oath  required  him 
and  any  other  member  to  furnish  all  information  possible;  that  he  could 

*  Not  found. 
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make  money  by  carrying  contraband  goods,  such  as  pistols,  &c.,  Soutli, 
telling  Young  just  wbat  he  could  obtain  articles  for  North  and  what  he 
could  obtain  for  them  in  Southern  cities,  his  knowledge  showing  that 
he  had  been  engaged  in  the  business;  that  upon  one  occasion  he  recog- 
nized a  couple  of  ladies  who  came  in  from  Chicago  and  went  South  to 
Louisville,  and  afterward  informed  Young  that  they  recognized  him  by 
the  society  sign  of  recognition,  he  telling  Young  that  they  had  num- 
bers of  sashes,  caps,  &c.  The  more  full  detail  of  this  evidence  he  can 
give  himself  Avithmuch  other  information  not  brought  out  in  the  exam- 
ination. 

One  E.  M.  Davis  testified  that  he  knew  of  his  sounding  men  upon 
governmental  questions,  saying  that  one  like  France  was  preferable, 
&c. ;  that  this  Government  was  already  destroyed,  &c.  He  endeavored 
to  induce  Davis  to  institute  the  organization  of  the  K.  G.  C.,  telling 
him  fully  as  to  the  obligations,  &c.,  and  that  it  was  to  aid  in  substitu- 
tion of  a  new  and  different  form  of  government,  explaining  the  coudi- 
tion  and  magnitude  of  the  organization  South. 

Major  Blowney,  formerly  of  the  Ninth,  now  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
[Twenty-ninth]  liegiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  provost-marshal  at 
Philippi  under  Dnmont  (colonel),  recognized  him  as  having  been  about 
Philippi  during  the  latter  part  of  June  and  fore  part  of  July.  That 
when  there  he  was  with  one  Crim,  a  merchant  and  a  noted  secessionist. 

One  Aaron  Fosdick  also  recognized  him  as  being  about  Philippi, 
and  several  others  of  the  Ninth  Regiment  recognized  him.  Fosdick 
thought  he  was  peddling  some  of  the  time. 

One  John  Young  testified  to  some  conversations  with  him,  but  so 
mixed  up  with  other  matters  as  to  be  of  little  bearing. 

One  Palmer  saw  him  have  a  printed  hand  bill  for  recruits  for  Confed- 
erate Army.  Saw  the  evidence  of  his  appointment  or  authority  to 
recruit  which  was  in  shape  of  a  letter. 

One  Mrs.  Fraley  could  have  testified  to  about  the  same  but  owing  to 
prudential  reasons  was  not  called  upon  the  stand. 

[InclosnreNo.  2.] 

La  Poete  County,  State  of  Indiana  : 

Mary  Fraley  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  on  or  about 
28th  day  of  July,  1861,  John  C,  Brain  tried  to  make  arrangements  with 
her  to  carry  revolvers  for  him  into  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, said  Brain  and  his  wife  to  accompany  her;  he,  the  said  Brain, 
agreeing  to  give  her  a  share  in  the  profits  and  assured  her  that  she 
would  make  S30  per  month  by  engaging  in  said  business;  also  that 
said  Brain  gave  her  a  hand  bill  calling  for  men  to  enlist  in  the  Southern 
army,  which  she  read,  after  which  she  returned  the  same  to  him.  Mrs. 
Brain,  wife  of  said  John  C.  Brain,  told  her  that  she  destroyed  said 
hand  bill  with  other  papers  by  throwing  them  into  a  vault;  that  said 
Brain  told  her  that  he  knew  all  about  the  rebel  army,  and  that  he  kept 
himself  fully  posted  with  regard  to  their  doings,  and  that  he  would  be 
with  them  within  two  mouths.  He  also  told  her  that  he  would  write 
and  let  them  know  when  we  were  coming  with  pistols  for  them;  that 
he  also  told  her  the  names  of  a  number  of  men  who  would  assist  lier 
that  she  might  avoid  being  arrested  by  the  U.  S.  authorities. 

MAKY  FEALEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  September  21,  1861. 

C.  S.  WINSHIP, 
Mayor  of  Michigan  City. 
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Depaktment  of  State,  Wnshington,  Novimibcr  11,  ISGl. 

Memorandum  in  reply  to  that  of  Lord  Lyons  of  tlie  Oth  instant  in 
regard  to  political  prisoners  alleged  to  be  British  subjects 

******* 

John  C.  Brain,  imprisoned  at  Fort  "Warren,  Boston,  Avas  arrested  at 
Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and  examined  before  a  magistrate  in  La  Porte 
County,  Ind.  The  evidence  showed  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  secret 
disunion  organization  known  as  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle;  that 
he  held  a  commission  in  the  army  of  the  insurgents;  that  he  was 
engaged  in  purchasing  and  smuggling  revolvers  and  munitions  of  war 
into  the  insurrectionary  States.  Mrs.  Mary  Fraley  testified  that  on  tlie 
28th  of  July  he  tried  to  make  arrangements  with  her  to  carry  revolvers 
for  him  into  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee:  also  that  he 
exhibited  to  her  a  hand  bill  calling  for  men  to  enlist  in  the  rebel  army, 
lie  was  committed  to  jail  by  the  magistrate  to  await  the  action  of  the 
grand  jury,  and  subsequently  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  for  safe- 
keeping and  afterward  with  other  prisoners  to  Fort  Warren. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  Noremher  13, 1861. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  ;  ^^  *  *  An  examination  has  been  made  in  the  case  of 
John  C.  Brain,  who  is  now  imprisoned  at  Fort  Warren,  and  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  secret  treasonable  association 
called  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle;  that  he  holds  a  commission 
in  the  insurgent  service;  that  he  has  been  engaged  in  buying  arms 
and  munitions  of  war  for  the  rebels  and  in  conveying  such  arms  to 
them  iu  violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Union.  The  pub- 
lic safety  requires  his  detention  for  the  present.    *    *    * 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Unofficial.]  Washington,  January  11,  1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Will  you  allow  me  to  remind  you  of  the  case  of  John 
C.  Brain,  a  prisoner  iu  Fort  Warren  %  In  the  note  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  13th  of  November  last  you  informed  me 
that  the  public  safety  required  the  detention  of  Brain  for  the  present. 
Two  months  have  all  but  elapsed  since  that  date  and  he  had  before 
been  more  than  two  months  and  a  half  under  arrest.  You  may  perhaps 
thiuk  it  i)ossible  now  to  release  him.  The  letters  he  has  written  to  me 
and  to  Her  Majesty's  consuls  are  those  of  a  man  of  so  little  education 
that  I  do  not  think  he  can  be  very  dangerous. 

Believe  me  to  be,  ]ny  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Unofficial.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  January  13,  1863. 
Itight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Dear  Lord  Lyons  :  I  have  received  youi-  unofficial  note  of  the 
11th  instant  in  regard  to  John  C.  Brain.  You  may  recollect  that  he 
was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  having  been  enlisted  in  the  military  serv- 
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ice  of  the  insurgents  aud  of  having  given  them  aid  by  supplying  them 
with  revolvers.  His  treasonable  practices  took  place  in  part  at  least 
in  the  btate  of  Kentucky  where  order  has  not  been  restored  and 
wlnther  if  released  he  would  probably  return.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  IS  not  deemed  advisable  yet  to  discharge  him. 

Permit  me,  however,  to  inquire  what  proof  you  have  other  than  his 
own  assertion  that  Brain  is  a  British  subject?  Upon  this  point  a  doubt 
has  been  raised. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord  Lyons,  very  truly,  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAIiD. 

Unofficial.]  Washington,  February  4, 1862. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  the  unofQcial  letter  which  you  were 
so  kind  as  to  write  to  me  on  the  13th  of  last  month  I  requested  Her 
Majesty's  consul  at  Boston  to  make  the  inquiries  necessary  to  enable 
me  to  give  you  further  information  relative  to  the  claim  of  John  C. 
Brain,  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren,  to  British  protection.  The  consul 
has  sent  me  in  reply  a  letter  from  Brain  himself. 

In  that  letter  Brain  states  that  he  was  born  at  Ball's  Pond,  Isling- 
ton, Loudon,  in  the  year  1840,  on  the  30th  of  May;  that  his  birth  is 
registered  at  Saint  Mary's  Church,  Islington,  in  which  church  his  father 
and  mother  were  married  and  he  himself  was  christened;  that  in  the 
month  of  May,  1849  or  1850,  his  father  and  mother  brought  him  to 
America  in  the  ship  Ivanhoe,  a  Black  Star  Line  packet ;  that  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  his  father  never  claimed  or  exercised  any  rights 
of  citizenship  in  the  United  States;  that  he  himself  has  certainly  done 
nothing  to  throw  off  his  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

Brain  emphatically  denies  having  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of 
the  enemy  of  the  United  States;  having  supplied  the  enemy  with 
revolvers;  having  committed  any  act  of  hostility  to  the  United  States, 
or  having  been  guilty  of  any  offense  against  the  laws.  He  declares  his 
I)erfect  willingness  to  stand  his  trial  on  any  charge  of  the  kind. 

He  affirms  that  his  imprisonment  which  has  already  lasted  five 
months  is  telling  fearfully  on  his  health,  and  he  says  that  in  order  to 
obtain  his  release  he  is  willing  to  swear  (saving  his  allegiance  to  the 
(.Jrown  of  Great  Britain  and  his  rights  as  a  British  subject)  that  he  will 
not  enter  any  of  the  seceding  btates  or  do  anything  hostile  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  during  the  present  difficulties. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  very  faithfully,  yours, 

LYONS. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

31 Y'  Lord  :  Adverting  to  your  unofficial  letter  of  yesterday  relative 
to  the  case  of  John  C.  Brain  and  to  the  extract  furnished  me  by  your 
lordship  from  a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  addressed  to  you  by  Mr, 
INLitthew  F.  Maury,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  offi- 
cer having  command  of  the  fort  in  which  they  are  held  has  been  directed 
to  discbarge  those  persons  upon  their  complying  with  certain  conditions 
deemed  necessary  for  the  public  safety. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAiiD. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  February  5, 1862. 
Gol.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir  :  Let  Johu  G.  Brain,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  be 
released  on  stipulating  upon  oath  tbat  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the 
States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing 
in  those  States  Mithout  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and 
also  that  he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during 
the  preseiit  insurrection. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  February  10,  1862. 
I,  John  C.  Brain,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  I  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States  in  insurrection  against 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government  nor  hold  any  corre- 
spondence whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those  States  without  per- 
mission from  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  also  that  I  will  not  do  anything 
hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  So  help 
me  God. 

JOHN  C.  BEAIN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  10th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1862, 
before  me  at  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor. 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Washington,  March  1, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  a  letter  from  John  C.  Brain,  who  informed  me 
that  he  has  been  released  from  prison  and  begs  me  to  make  inquiries 
concerning  a  sum  of  $220  which  he  states  to  have  been  taken  from  him 
when  he  was  arrested. 

You  may  perhaps  remember  that  reference  was  made  to  this  sum  of 
money  in  a  dispatch  from  Her  Majesty's  consul  at  New  York  to  me 
dated  the  23d  of  October  which  I  left  with  you  for  perusal  on  tlie  26th 
of  that  mouth,  and  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  return  to  me  on  the 
same  day.  It  was  stated  in  that  dispatch  that  Mr.  Brain  had  informed 
the  consul  that  a  sum  of  1220  iu  gold  was  taken  from  him  at  Camp 
Colfax,  in  Indiana,  by  a  private  soldier  by  order  of  a  captain;  that  no 
acknowledgment  was  given  to  him  for  the  money  and  that  he  was  very 
desirous  that  inquiry  should  be  made  concerning  its  safety. 

Brain  now  informs  me  that  it  was  Captain  Blake,  of  the  Ninth  Indi- 
ana Eegimeut,  who  took  charge  of  the  sum  iu  question.  He  states 
further  that  after  an  imprisonment  of  nearly  six  months  he  is  turned 
out  entirely  destitute  of  money  and  suffering  from  a  severe  rheumatic 
attack  brought  on  by  confinement  and  by  sleeping  during  nine  days  on 
a  stone  fioor. 

I  beg  to  recommend  the  matter  to  your  attention  and  to  express  a 
hope  that  the  money  may  be  restored  to  this  poor  man  without  delay. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  4, 1862. 
Eiglit  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  1st  instant  relative  to  the  recovery  of  the  sum  of  $220  which  is 
alleged  to  have  been  taken  from  John  C.  Brain  when  arrested  by  the 
military  authorities  in  Indiana  last  year.  \ 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Secretary  of  War  to  whom 
the  matter  was  referred  informs  this  Department  that  he  has  directed 
an  inquiry  to  be  set  on  foot  in  the  proper  quarter  regarding  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  also  the  return  of  the  money  if  so  taken  from  Mr.  Brain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


War  Department,  Washington,  March  4, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Blake, 

Ninth  Indiana  Regiment,  Fetterman,  Va. 

Colonel  :  Lord  Lyons  has  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  behalf 
of  John  0.  Brain,  who  says  he  was  arrested  at  Camp  Colfax,  Ind.,  and 
that  by  direction  of  a  Captain  Blake  a  private  soldier  took  from  him 
the  sum  of  $220  in  gold  and  that  no  acknowledgment  was  given  to  him 
for  the  money.  As  you  are  the  only  officer  appearing  on  the  roll  of 
that  regiment  by  the  name  of  Blake  it  is  presumed  that  Mr.  Brain  has 
mistaken  your  rank  and  that  you  are  the  officer  referred  to  as  having 
given  orders  to  the  private  to  take  tlie  money. 

I  will  thank  you  to  report  to  this  Department  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  arrest  of  Mr. 
John  C.  Brain,  and  if  the  money  was  taken  as  alleged  you  will  please 
remit  the  sum  so  taken  therewith. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  General. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  28, 1862, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c. 

My  Lord  :  Adverting  to  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  relative  to  the 
recovery  of  the  sum  of  $220  alleged  to  have  been  taken  from  Mr.  John 
C.  Brain  when  arrested  by  the  military  authorities  in  Indiana  last  year 
and  to  my  reply,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  for  your  infor- 
mation the  copy  of  a  statement  in  writing  on  the  subject  which  was  made 
under  the  instructions  of  Adjutant-General  Thomas  to  E.  D.  Webster, 
esq.,  of  this  Department,  by  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Blake,  of  the  Ninth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  Captain  Copp 
referred  to  in  that  statement. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship  the 
assurance  of  my  high  consideration.         ^^^^^^^  ^    SEWAED. 

[Incloanre  No.  1.] 

Camp  Andrew  Jackson, 
Near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  14, 1862. 
E.  D.  Webster,  Esq. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Adjutant-General  Thomas  to  make  to  you  a 
statement  of  facts  in  my  possession  respecting  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John 
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V.  Brain,  a  British  subject,  at  Gamp  Colfax,  lud.,  and  a  sum  of  money 
alleged  to  have  been  taken  from  him  by  order  of  a  Captain  Blake,  of 
the  Ninth  Indiana  Volunteers.  In  reply  I  would  state  that  I  as  captain 
in  said  regiment  at  that  time  ordered  the  arrest  of  John  C.  Brain  then 
sojourning  at  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  at  the  junction  of  the  Louisville, 
New  Albany  and  Salem  Eailroad  with  the  Michigan  Central  Itailroad. 
He  (Brain)  was  charged  by  the  citizens  of  the  city  with  being  a  rebel 
spy  and  an  agent  of  contraband  goods  going  forward  to  Louisville.  I 
arrested  him  myself  and  delivered  him  over  to  now  Captain  Bush, 
Michigan  City  Artillery,  now  encamped  here,  with  orders  to  deliver  him 
over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  La  Porte,  Ind. 

Captain  Bush  and  myself  examined  his  trunks  at  the  Jewell  House, 
Michigan  City,  where  he  was  stopping  with  his  wife.  I  only  took  pos- 
session of  his  papers  as  they  exhibited  the  fact  that  he  was  recently 
from  the  South.  These  Captain  Bush  carried  to  La  Porte  and  delivered 
them  with  the  prisoner  to  Captain  Copp,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, now  in  this  camp.  Brain  and  the  papers  were  then  delivered 
over  by  my  order  to  the  civil  authorities.  Since  then  I  have  lost  sight 
of  the  prisoner. 

From  the  moment  of  his  arrest  up  to  his  delivery  by  myself  to  Cap- 
tain Bush  there  had  been  no  search  of  his  person  nor  did  I  then  know 
nor  have  I  since  heard  that  Brain  had  money  in  his  possession  or  that 
any  had  been  taken  from  him,  nor  did  I  order  any  search  for  money  or 
any  other  valuables  in  his  possession  but  left  his  private  property  intact 
in  possession  of  his  wife  then  stopping  at  the  Jewell  House,  Michigan 
City,  Iiid.  On  the  contrary  I  learned  that  he  had  no  money,  was 
indebted  to  his  hotel  keeper  and  owed  other  small  bills  in  the  city. 
Xor  did  he  avow  himself  an  English  subject  but  claimed  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  I  believed  him  to  be.  I  inclose  the 
statement  of  Capt.  William  Copp,  of  Company  B,  Ninth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, containing  statements  of  facts  respecting  his  knowledge  of  the 
transaction. 

Captahi  Bush's  battery  being  attaclied  to  another  division  I  have 
not  been  able  to  see  fhim]  but  will  talte  the  earliest  opportunity  to  send 
forward  his  statement.  I  would  refer  you  to  Morgan  C.  Weir,  attorney 
at  law,  La  Porte,  Ind.,  the  person  who  took  charge  of  the  papers  and 
prosecuted  the  case. 

Trusting  this  may  be  satisfactory,  I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  BLAKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Mnfh  Indiana   Volunteers. 

[Inolosurelfo.  2.] 

Camp  Andreav  Jackson,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  March  15, 1863. 

Being  personally  acquainted  with  most  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
arrest  and  confinement  of  a  man  going  by  the  name  of  John  C.  Brain 
I  hereby  certify  the  following  facts: 

First.  He  told  me  he  was  a  native  of  Tennessee ;  that  he  had  a  brother 
in  tlie  secession  army;  that  he  had  been  given  a  commission  as  an  offi- 
cer in  the  Southern  army  but  preferred  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  North 
getting  up  a  railroad  guide  or  acting  as  agent  for  one.  ' 

Second.  He  had  no  money  when  arrested,  or  professed  to  have  none 
He  had  bought  a  coat  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Lower,  of  Michi- 
gan City,  the  sum  of  $16.  When  arrested  and  brought  to  La  Porte  Mr 
Lower  came  to  get  one  or  the  other,  the  coat  or  the  money.  He  told 
me  he  had  no  money  and  would  pay  for  the  coat  when  he  got  ready 
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I  took  the  coat  from  the  impudent  scoundrel's  back  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Lower.  Had  he  been  robbed  or  deprived  of  money  or  other  valuables 
he  would  have  made  it  known  to  me  or  to  some  of  the  officers  at  the 
time. 

WILLIAM  OOPP, 
Captain  Company  B,  Ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 


Cases  of  Charles  H.  and  William  H.  Winder. 

Charles  H.  "Winder,  a  citizen  of  Washington  of  notoriously  disloyal 
character,  was  arrested  on  the  9th  day  of  September,  1861,  by  order  of 
the  provost-marshal  of  Washington  and  held  in  custody  by  him.  He 
was  examined  at  the  provost-marshal's  office  and  the  evidence  elicited 
is  probably  preserved  in  that  office.  A  quantity  of  disloyal  correspond- 
ence from  him  to  his  brother  William  H.  Winder,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
traced  and  seized  and  came  to  the  Departinent  of  State,  among  which 
are  the  following  passages,  all  in  letters  written  by  Charles  H.  Winder 
and  addressed  to  William  H.  Winder: 

January  2, 1861 : 

This  idea  of  forcing  States  is  one  of  the  supremest  follies;  it  can't  result  suc- 
cessfully. 

February  19, 1861 : 

1  suppose  you  have  read  Davis'  admirable  inaugural  and  seen  it  reported  that  Mr. 
Johnson  is  appointed  Secretary  of  State?    If  that  is  so  he  can  do  something;  for  me. 

February  25, 1861 : 

Toombs  I  know  likes  you;  I  met  him  Tuesday  night  at  a  supper  at  McGuires'.  In 
conversation  my  Southern  views  were  developed  which  made  him  quite  cotton 
to  me. 

April  4, 1861 : 

Naval  preparations  of  a  special  character  are  under  way.  Stringham,  the  most 
bittei  Kcpublican  and  the  most  resolute  of  Northern  officers,  has  been  ordered  to 
the  command  of  the  Minnesota  to  be  got  to  sea  with  the  utmost  dispatch.  *  *  » 
I  am  tired  of  this  suspense.    I  would  prefer  that  cannon  should  begin  to  speak. 

April  7, 1861 : 

I  wish  my  family  were  away  from  here.  The  first  shot  that  is  fired  at  Pickens  or 
Sumter  will  be  a  signal  for  a  contest  here.  The  most  exasperated  feeling  exists  in 
Maryland  and  Virginia  and  the  restraint  once  broken  an  overwhelming  rnsh  will  be 
made  from  both  States  on  this  place.  I  feel  well  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  Mr. 
Davis  will  be  in  the  White  House  before  the  Ist  of  August. 

April  16,  1861 : 

I  know  I  possess  the  confidence  of  the  Montgomery  Government  and  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  do  anything  that  can  by  the  remotest  possibility  compromit  my  position 
there  If  the  Confederate  States' invade  Maryland  they  shall  have  all  my  earnest, 
zealous  efforts  in  their  behalf  I  will  doubtless  be  called  to  Montgomery  in  June  or 
July.  The  reunion  of  the  St.ates  is  an  impossible  event ;  only  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  by  separate  State  action  can  it  be  done. 

April  17, 1861 : 

Our  city  is  a  military  garrison.  I  do  not  entertain  your  fears  of  Northern  power. 
I  know  we  are  better  organized ;  that  in  the  coming  contest  we  arcs  more  than  a 
match  for  them.  We  never  will  have  a  union  with  them.  When  I  say  "  we  "  I  mean 
the  Confederate  States. 

April  19, 1861: 

You  have  all  to  wake  up  to  a  startling  reality  before  July.  Mark  what  I  now  tell 
you. 

46  R   K — SERIES   II,  VOL   II 
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Mays,  18G1: 

The  Administration  have  determined  to  invade  Virginia.  Quern  Deua  vnlt  perdere 
prius  dementat. 

On  the  lOtli  day  of  October,  1861,  Winder  was  released  from  confine- 
ineiit  on  his  parole  till  the  31st  of  the  same  month,  and  on  the  said  31st 
of  October  his  parole  was  extended  to  December  1, 18G1 ;  it  was  then 
extended  to  February  1, 1862,  and  then  to  March  1, 1862.  In  the  mean- 
time Winder  had  continued  open-mouthed  in  his  secession  de(!larations 
insomuch  that  in  directing  the  extension  of  his  parole  ft-om  December  1 
to  February  1  the  Secretary  of  State  had  deemed  it  his  duty  to  admon- 
ish him  to  greater  caution  and  to  a  more  strict  construction  of  the  pro- 
visions of  his  parole.  Information  had  been  given  to  the  Department 
that  some  time  in  November,  1861,  in  a  public  place  in  Washington 
Winder  had  said  that  his  sympathies  were  with  the  South  in  the  pend- 
ing struggle;  that  he  probably  never  should  change  his  sentiments; 
that  he  had  told  General  Porter  if  to  sympathize  with  the  South  and 
to  desire  her  success  in  the  present  struggle  was  his  ofi'ense  he  was 
guilty.  The  extension  of  Winder's  parole  from  February  1  to  March  1, 
1862,  reached  beyond  the  time  when  this  class  of  cases  passed  from 
the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  State  and  said  parole  was  in 
force  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1862,  when  the  case  with  others  of 
like  character  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  the  War  Department. 

William  H.  Winder  was  arrested  at  Philadelphia  on  the  10th  day  of 
September,  1861,  in  pursuance  of  a  telegraphic  message  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy: 

W.  H.  Winder,  of  Philadelphia,  has  treasonable  correspondence  from  his  brother, 
Charles  H.  Winder,  in  Washington.  It  is  important  that  this  should  be  seized.  You 
■will  therefore  search  the  bouse  and  office  of  said  William  H.  Winder  for  treasonable 
letters  either  of  Charles  H.  Winder  or  .lohn  [H.]  Winder,  brigadier-general  in  the 
rebel  army.  Mark  each  and  forward  them  to  me  by  express  under  seal.  Use  every 
diligence  to  prevent  letters  being  destroyed  at  one  point  while  you  are  searching  at 
the  other.    Answer. 

A.  PORTER, 
Brigadier- General  and  Provost-Marshal. 

Mr.  Franklin,  a  detective  officer  to  whom  said  message  was  addressed, 
procured  a  warrant  from  the  mayor  of  the  city  and  arrested  Winder 
and  searched  his  lodgings  and  office.  Winder  was  discharged  by  the 
mayor,  immediately  re-arrested  on  a  warrant  issued  by  U.  S.  Commis- 
sioner Heazlitt  and  subsequently  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  order  of  the 
War  Department  and  afterward  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  The 
papers  found  in  Winder's  office  showed  him  to  be  an  industrious  partisan 
writer,  fully  justifying  the  insurrectionary  States  in  all  their  views  and 
acts  up  to  the  outbreak  of  actual  war  and  thoroughly  sympathizing 
with  them  up  to  the  day  of  his  arrest.  March  18, 1861,  he  wrote  in  the 
Pennsylvanian  (newspaper)  as  follows : 

The  equality  of  the  States  to  be  at  an  end  and  the  South  to  subside  in  vassalage  to 
a  domineering  majority  pledged  to  a  course  that  would  result  in  its  inevitable  ruin. 

March  21,  in  the  same  paper: 

Let  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  reflect  on  what  must  bo  her  condition  with  a  dis- 
severed Union.  The  only  resource  will  be  to  join  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  look 
there  for  that  prosperity  impossible  to  her  in  the  Northern  Confederacy. 

March  22: 

The  Constitution  of  the  new  Confederacy  exhibits  in  letters  of  light  tho  very  iust 
reasonable  terms  upon  which  they  will  be  made  a  Union  people.  ' 
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April  12  he  wrote  to  the  rebel  Secretary  of  State,  Robert  Toombs,  at 
Montgomery : 

If  it  would  be  at  all  desired  by  you  I  would  take  occaBion  from  time  to  time  to 
give  Buch  informatiou  as  would  acquaint  you  with  tlie  real  sentiment  of  tljo  people. 

April  19  he  wrote  to  John  Letcher,  the  rebel  governor  of  Virginia: 

My  sentiments  are  so  well  known  that  most  of  the  leading  men  of  the  South  would 
trust  me  with  a  carte  blanche  to  arrange  terms. 

May  6,  iu  the  Xew  York  .lonrnal  of  Commerce,  he  writes : 

The  North  or  tho  ruling  party  has  declared  a  programme  of  principles  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  and  safety  of  the  South ;  and  therefore  she  seeks  that  safety  out  of 
the  Union  she  understands  to  be  refused  her  in  it. 

It  appears  that  his  rebellious  sympathies  grew  ever .  stronger,  for  on 
the  24th  of  May  the  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce  wrote  to  him : 

Your  communications  are  of  too  sweeping  a  character  to  suit  our  class  of  readers. 
It  is  from  no  want  of  respect  for  you  or  your  writings,  but  we  have  to  consult  how 
far  we  can  go  in  publiBbing  without  having  our  office  torn  down  or  a  Ualter  around 
our  necks. 

All  his  writings  and  correspondence  which  are  voluminous  up  to  the 
day  of  his  arrest  are  so  uniformly  in  the  same  vein  that  it  seems  like 
interminable  repetition  to  read  page  after  page  reiterating  the  same 
ideas  in  different  forms.  The  letters  of  Charles  H.  Winder  found  in 
possession  of  his  brother  speak  without  reserve  of  his  (Charles')  adhe- 
sion to  the  rebel  cause  and  his  intention  to  reside  in  the  Confederate 
States.  He  informs  his  brother  of  his  i)urpose  to  go  to  Montgomery 
to  enter  into  the  employment  or  service  of  the  rebel  government.  The 
correspondence  does  not  show  that  William  H.  Winder  at  any  time 
rebuked  or  expressed  disapprobation  of  these  ideas  of  his  brother. 
The  case  of  William  H.  Winder  presents  the  singular  features  of  a  man 
associating  and  corresponding  almost  exclusively  with  rebels  and  sym- 
pathizers with  rebellion,  including  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrec- 
tion and  newspapers  known  as  the  most  ultra  advocates  of  their  cause, 
and  writing  daily  for  successive  months  letters  and  articles  which 
would  be  pronounced  without  hesitation  by  every  reader  to  be  strongly 
in  symjiathy  with  the  rebellion,  yet  professing  an  unequaled  love  for 
the  Constitution  and  the  Union  and  a  loyalty  surpassing  that  of  all 
other  men;  and  when  tendered  his  liberty  on  different  occasions  on 
condition  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  refusing  to  comply  with  that 
condition  because  he  claimed  that  his  loyalty  was  of  so  high  and  pure 
a  quality  that  it  would  be  soiled  and  dimmed  by  the  very  act  of 
expressing  it  by  an  oath.  The  said  WiUiam  H.  Winder  remained  in 
custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15,  1862,  when  in  conformity  with 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — From  Record  Book,  State 
Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


Extracts  from  correspondence  of  diaries  H.  Winder,  of  Washington,  with 
his  brother  WiUiam  H.  Winder,  of  Philadelphia. 


[No.  1.] 


September  24, 1860. 


Dear  Brother:  *  *  *  It  is  a  very  curious  coincidence  that 
Johnson  and  Douglas  made  a  speech  on  the  same  day,  the  one  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  ottier  in  New  York.    The  former  declares  that  "  seces- 


724  PRISONEES   OF   WA«,    ETC. 

sion  is  the  rightful  remedy,  the  last  hope  of  the  South,"  and  the  latter 

(Douglas)  declared  that  "secession  must  be  crushed  out  by  force."    I 

am  very  sorry  Johnson  has  got  into  such  company.     I  think  dissolution 

is  at  hand.    At  any  rate  if  it  does  not  occur  now  it  is  only  a  question 

of  time.    Two  peoples  so  utterly,  radically  and  hopelessly  different  in 

views,  sentiment  and  social  organization  can  never  harmonize.    *   *    * 

Your  affectionate  brother.  „,,.,^^^ 

C.  H.  WINDER. 

[No,  13.] 

My  Dear  Bbothek  :  *  #  *  a  gentleman  told  me  in  confidence 
(and  therefore  you  must  not  repeat  it)  that  he  dined  at  Bright's  the 
other  day  and  that  he  (Bright)  told  him  that  Governor  Willard  had 
actually  determined  to  recommend  to  the  legislature  of  Indiana  the 
repeal  of  all  laws  prohibiting  slavery  in  that  State,  but  that  Bright 
and  other  friends  had  dissuaded  him  from  doing  so  at  this  time  because 
it  would  be  attributed  to  a  feeling  of  bitterness  against  the  abolitiou- 
ists  and  a  desire  to  toady  to  the  South.  "But,"  added  Bright  "the 
time  is  close  at  hand  when  the  movement  will  be  made  both  in  Indiana 
and  Illinois."    *    *     * 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

C.  H.  WINDER. 

[No.  3.] 

Washington,  January  2, 1861. 
Dear  Brother:  *  *  »  Everything  looks  gloomy.  Civil  war 
seems  inevitable.  This  idea  of  forcing  States  is  one  of  the  supremest 
follies  that  ever  was  conceived.  It  can't  result  successfully  and  must 
entail  consequences  in  comparison  to  which  the  War  of  the  Roses  and 
the  Thirty  Years'  War  in  the  Lowlands  was  mere  child's  play.  *  *  * 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

G.  H.  WINDER. 

[No.  4.] 

Supreme  Court  Room,  February  21, 1861. 
Dear  Brother:  *  »  *  "I  have  heard" — and  stopped.  I  said, 
"What  have  you  heard,  Mr.  President?"  "Never  mind,"  he  replied, 
"it  is  no  business  of  mine."  "Does  it  concern  mel"  I  asked.  He 
said,  "You  have  a  right  to  have  your  opinion  upon  the  subjects  that 
now  distract  the  country."  He  spoke  so  mournfully  and  his  hand 
shook  so  that  he  could  scarcely  take  a  letter  out  of  an  envelope  and  he 
looked  so  woebegone  and  mournful  that  I  felt  the  profoundest  sympa- 
thy for  him.  I  said,  "Mr.  President,  if  you  have  time  and  feel  suflS- 
cient  interest  in  my  poor  opinions  I  would  like  to  tell  you  frankly  what 
my  opinions  are  and  exactly  where  I  stand."  He  said  he  would  be  glad 
to  hear.  I  then  stated  them  briefly :  "  In  fact,"  I  said,  "  I  stand  upon 
the  speech  you  delivered  from  that  window  to  tlie  multitude  on  the 
night  of  the  Breckinridge  ratification.  The  sentiments  and  opinions 
you  then  declared  are  exactly  mine," — and  I  concluded  by  saying  that 
some  of  his  officers  were  propounding  a  most  extraordinary  question  to 
candidates  for  military  commissions,  to  wit:  "If  your  State  goes  out 
would  you  take  up  arms  against  her?"  That  I  did  not  believe  he 
approved  of  any  such  question,  but  candor  compelled  me  to  declare 
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emphatically  tliat  no  earthly  power  could  induce  me  to  take  up  arms 
against  my  State.  The  old  man's  eyes  were  filled  with  tears  and  he 
said:  "You  are  all  right;  there's  nothing  to  complain  of  in  your  views. 
But,"  he  added,  "you  haven't  been  here  lately."  I  told  him  he  was 
mistaken ;  that  I  had  been  there  several  times  but  could  not  get  in, 
and  that  I  had  been  to  every  levee  but  one  and  was  gratified  at  the 
cordial  manner  in  which  he  received  me.  He  said  he  would  see  about 
the  nomination  and  we  separated  witli  unusual  feeling  on  his  part. 

Poor  old  man!     He  is  a  mere  reed  in  the  storm.    I  must  close  or  I 
will  not  save  the  mail. 

Your  affectionate  brother, 

0.  H.  WINDEE. 

[No.  5.] 

June  27,  18C1. 
Dear  Brother  :  *  »  *  i  have  no  doubt  on  earth  that  the  use 
of  graphite  would  be  of  immense  use  in  forts  and  stationary  batteries. 
It  would  1  think  have  all  the  eifects  you  claim  for  it.  They  would  not 
listen  to  me  and  I  am  not  in  with  any  of  these  fellows  who  can  reach 
them.  I  should  think  a  big  speculation  might  be  made  through  influen- 
tial persons  like  Draper  and  some  Pennsylvania  Cameroniaus.  *  *  * 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

G.  H.  WINDF-R. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  11,  ISCi. 
William  Mill  ward,  77.  S.  Marshal,  Philadelphia: 

Arrest  W.  H.  Winder  and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


War  Department,  Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
William  Millavard,  TJ.  S.  Marshal,  Philadelphia : 

You  are  directed  to  arrest  William  H.  Winder  and  transfer  him  to 
the  charge  of  Col.  Martin  Burke  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Philadelphia,  September  11,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War  : 

William  H.  Winder,  of  this  city,  has  been  arrested  for  treasonable 
correspondence  with  rebel  officers  in  obedience  to  a  dispatch  sent  on 
from  Provost-Marshal  General  Porter.  We  find  scores  of  letters  in 
Winder's  possession  to  and  from  many  traitors— Breckinridge,  Burnett, 
Vallandigham,  Hallock,  of  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  &c.  He  has 
destroyed  or  concealed  the  letters  from  his  brother,  Charles  Winder,  of 
Washington.  The  correspondence  proves,  that  Charles  Winder  and 
William  H.  Winder  knew  of  the  intention  and  plan  of  taking  Washing- 
ton last  April.  Please  order  the  marshal  of  this  district  at  once  to  take 
William  H.  Winder  to  Fort  Lafayette,  He  is  a  constant  conspirator 
and  should  not  be  at  large. 

GEORGE  A.  COFFEY, 

U.  S.  Attorney. 


726  PEISONERS    OF   WAR,    ETC. 

Philadelphia,  September  11,  1861. 
L.  0.  Baker,  466  Thirteenth  Street: 

I  have  iust  mailed  you  letter  to-night.  I  have  had  W.  H.  Winder 
held  for  treason  with  abundance  of  evidence.  Arrested  him  at  armory 
of  Home  Guard,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

'  FEANKLIN, 

Detective. 

War  Department,  Washington  City,  September  13, 1861. 
George  A.  Coffey,  Philadelphia: 

Send  William  H.  Winder  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Seal  up  his  papers  and 
see  that  they  are  properly  taken  care  of  to  be  held  as  evidence  for  his 
conviction. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

No.  53  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  [September  25, 1861]. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  you  a  note  which  I  received  this  morning 
from  William  H.  Winder,  esq.,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette.  The 
answer  which  I  made  to  it  Colonel  Burke,  to  whom  I  sent  it,  will  for- 
ward to  your  Department.  1  should  not  institute  or  attempt  any  legal 
proceedings  on  behalf  of  any  gentleman  who  might  ask  my  assistance. 
My  action  in  case  I  undertook  to  relieve  any  of  them  would  extend  no 
further  than  to  the  preparation  of  proofs  to  be  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  such  as  I  should  consider  clear  instances  of  misapprehension, 
in  which  if  any  exist  I  think,  knowing  your  sense  of  justice,  the  res- 
toration to  liberty  of  a  partjf  mistakenly  committed  and  confined  would 
be  a  relief  to  you  only  second  to  that  which  the  prisoner  himself  would 
experience  on  being  again  free  and  unsuspected. 

Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  B.  DEVELIN. 

P.  S. — May  I  ask  the  return  of  the  inclosed?  It  may  be  that  my 
answer  will  go  to  Secretary  Cameron.  If  so  and  not  received  by  you 
may  1  ask  yoii  to  cause  this  and  the  inclosed  to  be  sent  over  to  him 
with  an  indorsement  by  you  of  my  loyalty?  I  believe  Mr.  Winder  was 
arrested  by  order  of  Secretary  Cameron. 

[InclosuTe.] 

Fort.  Lafayette,  September  2i,  1861. 
John  E.  Devblin,  Esq.,  Aster  House,  Neio  York. 

Dear  Sir:  There  are  several  parties  here  who  though  intelligent 
and  possessed  of  means  seem  at  a  loss  how  exactly  to  proceed  to  secure 
their  liberation  from  a  coTiflnement  brought  about  under  some  misap- 
prehension. I  know  nothing  of  the  particulars  of  their  cases  but  ven- 
ture to  suggest  that  if  satisfied  of  their  innocence  of  any  impropriety 
which  could  justly  consign  them  to  this  place  you  would  probably  be 
willing  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  their  libeiation  with  a  zeal 
equal  to  your  ability.  At  their  instance  I  write  to  you,  and  if  you  should 
find  it  convenient  to  act  for  them  and  could  get  permission  to  see  them 
in  order  to  acquaint  yourself  with  their  cases  they  would  be  glad  to 
see  you. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  30, 1861. 
Richard  M.  Blatchford,  Esq.,  Neic  Yorlc. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  State  has  directed  Ool.  Martin  Burke  to  per- 
mit yon  to  visit  in  presence  of  a  proper  oflQcer  the  prisoner,  W.  H, 
Winder,  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  WEBSTER, 

Clerk. 


Fort  Hamilton,  September  30, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  letter  from  a  respectable  party  in 
answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Winder,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette.    1 
thought  it  would  not  be  improper  to  send  it  to  you  in  order  that  I 
might  be  informed  of  the  views  of  the  Department  upon  the  matter. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.) 

No.  53  Liberty  Street,  New  York,  September  30, 1861. 
William  H.  Winder,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  return  to-day  from  Washington  I  find  on  my 
table  your  favor  dated  Fort  Lafayette,  24th  instant,  stating  that  there 
are  several  parties  thereat  a  loss  how  to  proceed  to  secure  their  liberty 
from  a  confinement  brought  about  under  some  misapprehension,  and 
suggesting  that  if  satisfied  of  their  innocence  of  any  impropriety  which 
could  justly  consign  them  to  that  place  I  would  probably  be  willing  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  their  liberation. 

In  answer  I  would  say  I  would  feel  it  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by 
my  profession  to  investigate  the  ease  of  any  of  the  gentlemen  confined 
at  the  fort  who  should  desire  me  to  do  so,  and  that  in  the  event  of 
evidence  being  furnished  which  in  my  judgment  ought  to  satisfy  the 
officers  of  the  Government  that  the  party  had  been  arrested  and  was 
detained  under  a  misapprehension  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to 
secure  his  release.  Entrance  to  the  fort  can  be  had  only  by  special 
permission,  and  the  name  of  the  gentleman  to  be  visited  must  be 
inserted  in  the  pass  as  I  understand.  You  will  therefore  readily  per- 
ceive that  in  order  to  pay  a  visit  to  any  of  the  gentlemen  referred  to  in 
your  note  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  be  possessed  of  his  name.  If  you 
will  be  so  kind  therefore  as  to  send  me  their  names  1  will  endeavor  to 
visit  them  to-morrow. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  E.  DBVELIN. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  1, 1861. 
Col.  Maetin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel  :  I  transmit  a  copy*  of  a  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  addressed 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Winder,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  Mr.  John  Develin 
at  the  Astor  House,  New  York,  the  original  of  which  has  been  for- 

'  Omitted  here.    See  inclosure  Develin  to  Seward,  September  25,  p.  726. 
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warded  to  this  Department  by  Mr.  John  Develin.    It  is  presumed  that 
in  forwarding  the  original  to  Mr.  Develin  Mr.  Winder  must  have  found 
means  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities  at  Port  Lafayette. 
I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  1, 1861. 
John  E.  Develin,  Esq.,  Astor  House,  Neiv  York. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note  without  date,  accompanied  by  one 
addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Winder,  which  is  herewith  returned 
agreeably  to  your  request.  It  is  not  deemed  advisable  that  you  should 
have  interviews  with  the  persons  to  whom  he  refers,  or  compatible  with 
the  reputation  of  a  good  citizen  which  you  so  deservedly  enjoy  that 
you  should  have  any  professional  connection  with  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


FoBT  Lafayette,  October  20, 1861. 
[Charles  H.  Winder.] 

Dear  Charles  :  I  received  on  the  15th  yours  of  the  11th  announc- 
ing your  sad  bereavement  to  which  I  immediately  replied.  I  also 
received  and  replied  to  yours  written  after  your  return  from  Baltimore 
iu  Avhich  you  spoke  of  bringing  my  case  to  the  consideration  of  Gov- 
ernor Seward.  To  my  remarks  on  this  suggestion  of  yours  I  would  add 
these  further  observations.  In  regard  therefore  to  any  qualification  or 
condition  to  a  release  I  inclose  some  hasty  remarks. 

I  am  wholly  unwilling  to  believe  that  Governor  Seward  or  General 
Cameron  could  wish  me  to  slime  myself  with  conditions  that  would 
])lace  upon  me  a  lasting  mark  of  degradation  so  poisonous  to  my  peace 
as  to  render  life  undesirable,  and  implanting  in  the  bosom  an  implac- 
able feeling  which  may  cause  unhappiness  to  others  as  well  as  to 
myself.  A  release  to  be  in  any  manner  acceptable  must  be  on  snch  terms 
and  in  such  manner  as  is  best  calculated  to  restore  the  personal  good 
feeling  whicli  I  had  ever  entertained  and  had  oft  manifested  and  which  I 
had  supposed  was  mutual,  and  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  hardship  and 
losses  caused  by  my  arrest  and  confinement.  I  am  guiltless  of  wrong 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  or  to  any  section  of  the  country  in 
thought,  word  or  deed,  and  upon  this  rock  I  stand  and  I  cannot  counte- 
nance anything  inconsistent  with  it.  I  am  now  under  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  oath  as  much  so  as  if  I  again  should  take  it,  and  if  1  have 
violated  it  I  am  now  amenable  to  condign  punishment.  If  guiltless  why 
make  an  oath  a  condition  of  my  release? 

I  conclude  with  a  suggestion  that  I  be  allowed  on  parole  to  go  to 
Washington  in  person  to  attend  to  the  investigation  of  my  case.  I 
will  of  course  in  no  manner  avail  myself  of  the  liberty  of  parole  to  do 
anything  inconsistent  with  its  spirit  but  will  confine  myself  strictly  to  its 
object  and  return  promptly  to  this  place  if  my  liberation  be  not  the 
result.  Give  yourself  no  uneasiness  about  me.  If  yon  can  obtain  your 
own  honorable  discharge  I  have  the  heart  for  any  fate  and  an  abiding 
confidence  in  a  retributive  future. 

I  am,  ever,  your  most  affectionate  brother, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
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Fort  Hamilton,  N,  Y.,  October  22, 1861. 
Gol.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  fiiid  a  letter  from  William  H.  Winder,  a  prisoner 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  which  I  deem  best  to  forward  through  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]\IARTIN  BITKKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  18, 1861. 
[Charles  H.  Winder.] 

Dear  Charles  :  I  have  this  moment  yours  of  the  loth  instant,  and 
hasten  to  urge  upon  you  ray  strong  wish  not  to  compromise  me  by  any 
application  for  my  release,  except  to  learn  the  cause  of  my  detention. 
In  order  that  you  may  clearly  comprehend  my  position  I  will  state  the 
facts : 

On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  in  the  evening,  I  was  arrested  on  a  warrant 
issued  by  the  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  predicated  upon  a  dispatch  from 
the  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  for  carrying  on  a  treasonable  cor- 
respondence with  the  Confederates.  The  officer  who  took  nie  by  his 
inquiries  indicated  they  expected  to  find  such  among  my  papers  with 
tieneral  Winder  and  myself.  Two  officers  went  with  me  to  my  chamber 
and  ransacked  trunks,  closets,  drawers,  &c.,  and  took  away  every  paper 
found,  though  upon  examination  not  one  was  found  in  any  manner  to 
1  efer  to  political  matters.  I  was  then  locked  up  in  a  station  house  all 
night,  and  I  learn  that  during  the  night  having  searched  my  person  and 
taken  all  my  keys  they  ransacked  my  office,  and  during  the  next  day 
overhauled  all  my  private  papers  of  thirty  years'  standing  to  find  out 
what  I  had  been  doing  during  the  last  few  months. 

On  the  next  day  (Wednesday)  I  was  discharged  by  the  mayor  and  at 
the  request  of  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  was  turned  over  to  hiin,  the 
marshal  taking  charge  of  me  until  afternoon,  when  a  hearing  was  to 
be  had  before  the  commissioner.  At  the  hearing  the  U.  S.  attorney 
expressed  his  disappointment  at  finding  no  correspondence  to  implicate 
me,  but  having  read  my  papers  (copies  of  my  political  correspondence, 
contributions  to  newspapers  and  memoranda  for  reference,  many  of 
them  never  sent,  both  of  letters  and  communications  and  many  intended 
for  future  use  to  be  incorporated  in  communications  where  in  the  con- 
text they  would  wear  an  aspect  very  different  from  the  naked  memo- 
randa), he  desired  ijostponement  to  hunt  up  evidence  in  Philadelphia 
of  my  conversations,  the  charge  upon  which  I  was  taken  being  unsup- 
ported by  a  scintilla  of  evidence.  But  in  my  writings  I  had  freely 
spoken  and  had  condemned  without  stint  or  limitation  the  abolition  wing 
of  the  Eepublican  party.  This  stung  the  district  attorney,  who  not 
daring  to  put  my  writings  in  evidence  but  desirous  of  punishing  me  for 
tliem  wanted  time  to  hunt  up  charges,  and  two  days  were  allowed  him 
fur  that  purpose. 

When  the  hearing  came  on  he  was  still  unable  to  bring  any  charge, 
and  in  meantime  had  contrived  to  get  a  dispatch  from  General  Cameron 
to  send  me  here.  I  was  then  discharged  by  the  commissioner  and 
instantly  sent  here.  The  marshal  showed  me  a  dispatch  received  on 
the  11th  from  Governor  Seward :  "  Send  W.  II.  Winder  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette." This  was  not  used,  they  hunting  up  cause  of  at'cusation.  I 
wrote  Governor  Seward  a  letter,  and  tliis  dispatch  would  seem  to  have 
been  written  in  reply  or  on  receipt  of  my  letter,  which  was  written  and 
sent  before  I  was  arrested  or  had  dreamed  of  sucli  a  thing. 
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Thus  it  would  seem  that  I  was  originally  arrested  on  a  false  alarm 
that  I  was  in  correspondence  with  General  Winder  at  llichmond,  with 
whom  I  have  had  no  communication  verbally  or  in  writing  since  about 
January,  and  at  no  time  was  politics  the  subject  of  a  single  remark 
between  us.  My  writings  may  be  sharp  and  ill  Judged,  but  not  sharper 
or  of  wider  scope  than  Governor  Seward,  General  Cameron  and  all 
others  of  that  party  allow  themselves  in  speaking  of  us.  But  in  regard 
to  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union  which  it  formed  it  is 
breathed  in  every  line.  White  is  not  a  more  inseparable  attribute  ot 
snow  than  love  of  the  Constitution  is  of  all  my  writings,  and  I  could  not 
wish  a  more  triumphant  vindication  of  myself  than  would  be  the  publi- 
cation of  my  writings  entire.  I  here  repeat  emphatically  that  unless  a 
diflerence  of  opinion  from  the  Administration  in  regard  to  the  best  mode 
of  securing  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  be  cause  of  offense  there  exists 
no  ground  upon  which  to  base  a  charge. 

Such  being  the  state  of  the  case  I  have  supposed  that  neither  Gen- 
eral Cameron  nor  Governor  Seward  could  have  given  any  personal 
attention  to  the  charges  against  me:  nor  can  1  reconcile  it  to  myself 
that  either  could  so  far  distrust  me  as  to  suppose  I  would  clandestinely 
do  anything  I  was  ashamed  to  avow,  and  that  if  1  had  been  in  favor  of 
a  separation  of  the  States  that  I  would  openly  have  taken  my  stand. 
I  look  therefore  for  an  unconditional  release,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  make  it  manifest  to  the  world  that  I  stand  perfectly  acquitted  of 
anything  inconsistent  with  a  true  lover  of  the  Constitution  and  its 
Union.  To  be  called  upon  to  take  an  fiath  to  support  the  Constitution, 
&c.,  as  a  condition  of  release  is  by  my  own  act  to  indorse  my  arrest 
and  imprisonment  as  being  deserved.  Than  to  utter  such  self-calumny 
my  burial  here  is  less  revolting.  If  I  have  any  knowledge  of  those 
gentlemen  my  liberation  as  indicated  above  will  be  the  prompting  of 
their  own  hearts.  I  have  so  believed  all  along  and  shall  not  cease  to 
do  so  except  ui)ou  their  own  testimony.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  in 
a  majority  of  cases  their  authority  to  arrest  is  given  upon  confidence 
in  parties  demanding  it  and  without  any  sufficient  authenticated  evi- 
dence satisfactory  to  their  own  judgment.  As  no  testimony  has  ever 
existed  so  none  can  ever  be  adduced  or  will  be  made  public  which  can 
justify  my  arrest.  It  was  clearly  made  under  misinformation.  Do 
nothing  therefore  to  put  me  in  a  false  position.  Captain  T.  sends  his 
kindest  regards  and  warmest  sympathy  for  your  sad  bereavement. 
Eemember  me  most  affectionately  to  Mary  and  Josie. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  H.  M^NDEE. 

Possession  of  my  office  and  papers  was  retained  for  nearly  two  weeks 
by  the  officers,  and  extracts  or  purported  contents  of  private  letters 
falsely  published. 


Baltimoee,  October  22, 1861. 
William  Hodge,  Esq. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  venture  with  no  little  diffidence  to  trespass  upon 
your  kindness  in  a  matter  that  may  seem  to  you  to  be  out  of  my 
appropriate  sphere  and  in  which  nevertheless  I  cannot  but  feel  a  deep 
interest.  There  is  in  my  church  a  venerable  lady,  the  widow  of  the 
late  General  Winder,  who  as  you  know  was  in  his  day  one  of  our  most 
prominent  and  distinguished  citizens.  She  has  been  for  many  years 
living  a  very  retired  life  dependent  upon  three  sons,  one  of  whom  is  in 
the  Confederate  Army  from  whom  she  cannot  hear.    The  two  others 
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have  recently  been  arrested,  one  in  your  city  and  the  other  (Mr.  William 
Winder)  in  Philadelphia.  From  this  one  (now  in  Fort  Lafayette)  she 
has  received  letters  declaring  that  he  has  always  been  a  Union  man; 
that  he  has  never  written  a  line  South  since  the  fall  of  Sumter  and 
before  that  wrote  only  what  he  had  written  to  members  of  the  Federal 
cabinet  and  Northern  members  of  Congress;  that  his  health  is  very 
precarious;  that  his  only  offense  is  having  a  brother  in  the  Confederate 
Army,  and  all  that  he  desires  is  an  opportunity  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence. These  letters  she  inclosed  to  General  Scott  some  weeks  ago  but 
has  received  no  reply. 

Feeling  the  deepest  interest  in  her  anxiety  and  trying  circumstances, 
having  always  held  her  in  the  greatest  respect  as  a  most  estimable 
Christian  lady,  I  have  been  greatly  affected  by  her  appeal  to  me  as  her 
pastor,  and  conscious  that  I  can  exert  no  influence  myself  I  have  ven- 
tured upon  your  friendly  consideration,  knowing  your  familiarity  with 
all  the  means  and  modes  of  reaching  the  seats  of  power,  to  ask  if  you 
can  advise  or  aid  me  in  doing  anything  to  get  Mr.  Seward's  atten- 
tion and  favorable  consideration  to  the  case  of  Mr.  William  Winder  on 
account  of  his  venerable  mother.  If  he  has  really  done  anything  that 
ought  to  subject  him  in  his  state  of  health  to  such  con  finement  of  course 
I  ought  not  to  say  a  word ;  but  will  not  Mr.  Seward  give  him  reasonable 
opportunity  to  prove  what  he  asserts,  that  he  has  done  nothing  against 
the  Government?  Can  you  do  me  the  favor  to  suggest  what  if  anything 
can  be  done  in  the  case,  or  that  in  your  opinion  it  is  useless  to  attempt 
anything  in  present  circumstances?  I  am  really  very  sorry  to  trouble 
you  witU  such  an  application  but  in  the  emergency  know  nowhere  else 
to  look  with  any  hope. 

Please  present  my  best  regards  to  the  ladies  and  believe  me,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BACKUS. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  31, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal,  Washington. 

General  :  Tou  may  extend  for  the  period  of  thirty  days  and  upon 
the  same  terms  the  parole  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Winder. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

[November  17, 1862.] 
Col.  J.  DiMiCK,  Commanding  Fort  Warren. 

Sir:  Lieutenant  Parry  has  refused  to  forward  my  letter  to  the 
Hon.  James  Brooks,  returning  it  to  me.  I  beg  respectfully  to  state  that 
Mr.  Brooks  has  been  elected  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  city  of  New 
\ork,  is  a  public  man  upon  his  responsibility  as  such  and  to  refuse  to 
allow  him  to  receive  a  letter  addressed  to  him  is  no  less  an  insult  to  him 
than  it  is  a  violation  of  my  rights.  It  is  to  charge  him  with  incapacity 
or  indisposition  to  act  rightly  with  the  letter.  More  especially  if 
Mr.  Brooks  should  not  find  fault  with  me  for  my  charges  against  him- 
self it  seems  passing  strange  that  you  should  find  cause  to  interfere  and 
prevent  my  conveying  to  him  my  opinion  of  his  course.  Under  the  sup- 
position that  Mr.  Parry  did  not  know  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  elected  a 
member  of  Congress  1  again  deposit  the  letter  to  be  sealed  and 
forwarded  to  its  destination. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 
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[Iiidorseiuent.] 

Fort  Waruen,  November  18, 1862. 
The  inclosed  letter  to  Hon.  James  Brooks,  written  by  Mr.  William  H. 
Winder,  was  respectfully  returned  to  him  as  contrary  to  my  instructions 
to  allow  it  to  pass.  He  reincloses  it  to  me  with  this  letter.  I  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Department  that  the  letter  may  reach  its  destination  if 
there  be  no  objection  to  it. 

J.  DIMIGK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


[IncloBure.] 

November  17,  1862. 


Hon.  Jakes  Brooks,  Netv  York. 


Dear  Sir  :  I  find  my  mind  so  importunately  beset  by  most  distress- 
ing reflections  upon  the  course  which  you  and  too  many  others  have 
taken  in  relation  to  the  emancipation  proclamation  and  the  orders 
already  issued  for  instant  action  intended  to  secure  its  successful  accom- 
plishment in  the  most  horrid  form  that  I  cannot  resist  giving  them 
expression.  While  expressing  indignation  at  its  purpose  and  declaring 
the  proclamation  to  be  clearly  unconstitutional  in  fact,  you  and  others 
nevertheless  prove  false  to  the  Constitution  and  to  humanity  and  aid 
the  unconstitutional  measure  most  effectually  by  lulling  watchfulness, 
sui^pressing  action  with  the  siren  songs  of  brutum  fulmen,  and  a 
Pope's  bull  against  the  comet.  If  you  really  be  in  earnest  in  your 
belief  of  its  unconstitutionality  and  injustice  it  would  seem  that  yon 
should  show  it  in  some  efiicient  manner.  For  if  it  be  unconstitutional 
and  improper  it  is  your  duty  as  it  is  that  of  all  loyal  to  the  Constitution, 
of  all  professing  loyalty  to  Christianity,  to  denounce  and  to  oppose  by 
every  legal  and  honorable  means  all  steps  manifestly  tending  and 
intended  to  accomplish  this  unconstitutional  and  unchristian  measure. 
Most  especially  should  you  denounce  all  those  orders  which  on  penalty 
of  dismission  with  such  disgrace  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  official 
to  inilict  require  Army  officers  to  aid  the  negroes,  forbidding  them  to 
interfere  with  any  attempt  the  negroes  may  make  to  free  themselves. 

A  Lieutenant  Johnston,  in  Kentucky,  deeply  impressed  with  the  uncon- 
stitutionality and  barbarity  of  the  proclamation  policy  tendered  his 
resignation  rather  than  violate  his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution. 
For  this  he  was  instantly  and  ignominiously  put  in  irons  and  sent  to 
jirison.  Being  resolute  he  again  tendered  his  resignation  for  which  he 
was  in  the  language  used  disgracefully  dismissecl  the  service,  and  in 
presence  of  the  army  had  his  shoulder  straps  and  insignia  of  office 
rudely  torn  from  his  person.  This  is  the  treatment  for  fidelity  to  one's 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  and  defend  it.  What  a  spectacle ! — the 
sworn  conservators  of  the  Constitution  issuing  proclamations  subversive 
of  the  Constitution  and  revolting  to  Christianity,  manacling  in  irons  and 
disgracing  so  far  as  they  can  disgrace  anybody  an  officer  for  tendering 
his  resignation  rather  than  become  a  particeps  in  an  outrage  upon  the 
Constitution!  The  case  of  Lieutenant  Johnston  as  reported  is  even 
more  flagrant  and  calls  for  deeper  condemnation  than  that  of  Mrs. 
Brinsmade.  Why  are  you  and  the  other  sirens  silent  upon  the  case  of 
Lieutenant  Johnston  and  upon  the  orders  issued  in  consequence  of  his 
tender  of  resignation  f 

The  New  York  Times  of  the  14th  instant  in  a  special  dispatch  says 
that  information  having  been  received  that  certain  military  commanders 
had  returned  fugitive  slaves  from  Avithiu  our  lines  to  loyal  as  well  as 
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rebel  masters,  and  tlie  Department  had  called  for  reports  iu  order  that 
such  otticers  may  be  duly  punished.  Why  don't  you  publish  again 
General  Butler's  reply  to  Governor  Andrew's  lecture  to  him  upon 
similar  proceedings?  You  indorsed  that  letter  at  the  time  as  a  fitting 
rebuke  and  so  did  the  nation  generally.    Give  us  that  letter. 

Why  do  you  not  boldly  and  openly  sustain  all  who  maintain  and 
defend  the  Constitution?  Why  not  proclaim  to  Army  and  Navy  that, 
the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  laud?  Wlien  by  the  coiirse 
of  the  bnttumfulmcn  sirens  the  horrors  of  a  servile  war  shall  aggravate 
the  desolation  of  the  South,  mortally  embittering  hatred  without  secur- 
iugsubjugation  or  union — union  with  murderers  alike  of  the  Constitution 
as  of  \\oinen  and  children — what  a  union  is  thus  offered  to  the  South — 
a  fraternity  of  the  "  Massachusetts  school."  Will  you  be  able  in  that 
dread  day  to  find  siren  songs  which  will  lull  your  awakened  conscience? 
Why  not  act  consistently  with  your  declarations  of  the  unconstitution- 
ality of  the  proclamation  and  of  a  desire  to  restore  a  fraternal  union? 
Will  it  weaken  the  North  at  home  or  degrade  it  abroad  if  you  and  all 
others  condemning  this  act  take  all  necessary  and  proper  steps  to  avert 
the  disgrace  abroad  and  the  horrors  at  home  of  its  enactment?  With 
the  thunder  of  the  people's  voice  let  the  lightning  of  their  will  strike 
all  who  lay  sacrilegious  hands  upon  that  ark  of  our  security,  the  Con- 
stitution. 

I  look  upon  the  imprisonment  of  what  are  termed  state  prisoners — 
indeed  upon  the  summary  execution  of  all  of  them  though  all  be  pure 
as  was  Washington — as  a  light  crime  in  comparison  with  the  proclama- 
tion policy.  How  the  papers  teemed  at  one  time  with  denunciations  of 
an  emancijiation  policy,  universally  scouting  the  idea  as  a  monstrous 
slander,  and  they  and  the  Army  vied  with  each  other  in  giving  assur- 
ances that  whenever  an  emancipation  policy  should  be  announced  that 
the  whole  Army  would  refuse  to  act  and  would  lay  down  their  arms. 
Can't  you  republish  some  of  the  many  thousand  such  assurances  so 
vehemently  given  ?  The  sins  of  this  war  are  already  a  sufficient  stench 
iu  the  nostrils  of  nations.  Shall  this  country  by  the  adoption  of  the 
proclamation  policy  attach  an  inextinguishable  odor  of  infamy  to 
itself  ? 

KespectfuUv,  yours, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  ^^^,  1861. 
Secretary  of  State: 

Ou  Monday  last  while  in  Burch's  saloon  on  Fourteenth  street  in  com- 
pany with  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Clay  I  was  introduced  by  a  Mr.  Munroe  to 
a  Mr.  Winder,  who  was  represented  as  an  excellent  man  in  every 
respect  except  that  he  was  a  secessionist.  In  a  brief  conversation 
which  followed  Mr,  Winder  remarked  that  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  South  in  the  pending  struggle.  Upon  a  remark  being  made  by  Mr. 
Munroe  that  some  day  he  would  probably  be  as  good  and  loyal  a  citi- 
zen as  any  and  would  see  the  error  of  his  views  Winder  remarked  that 
he  probably  never  should  change  his  sentiments;  that  he  was  a  South- 
ern man;  that  when  arrested  (and  he  remarked  parenthetically  that  he 
was  a  prisoner  now  on  parole)  and  brought  before  General  Porter  he 
had  said : 

Geueral,  lot's  avoid  any  unnecessary  circumlocution  iu  this  matter.  If  to  sympa- 
thize witL  tbe  South  and  to  desire  lier  success  iu  the  present  struggle  is  my  oD'euse 
I  am  guilty,  hut  if  acts  are  recj^uisite  to  make  it  out  I  am  not. 
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He  said  that  James  B.  Clay's  only  ofiense  bad  been  that  he  chose  to 
think  as  a  man  had  a  right  to  think.  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Clay  remarked 
that  that  was  not  all;  that  James  had  attempted  to  leave  the  State  to 
forward  the  interests  [ofj  the  rebellion.  Mr.  Winder  again  remarked 
that  Mr.  Clay  had  a  perfect  right  to  leave  the  State  if  he  pleased.  I 
said  to  Mr.  Winder  that  he  was  the  first  person  of  his  sex  whom  I  had 
heard  in  Washington  declare  his  sympathies  with  the  South.  He  said 
he  could  not  help  it;  that  his  heart  was  there. 

Much  more  in  this  strain  was  said  by  Mr.  Winder  in  the  midst  of  a 
pleasant  conversation  and  we  parted,  Mr.  Clay  and  myself  expressing 
confidence  that  he  would  probably  soon  be  convinced  that  after  all  his 
feelings  the  United  States  Government  would  be  found  by  him  to  be 
the  best  he  could  live  under. 

EDWAED  F.  UNDEEHILL. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  November  30, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-Marshal. 

General:  Mr.  Charles  H.  Winder's  parole  which  expires  on  Decem- 
ber 1  may  be  extended  for  sixty  days  further,  but  it  is  indispensably 
necessai'y  that  he  should  abstain  from  political  conversation.  He  has 
already  been  reported  to  me  as  publicly  expressing  treasonable  senti- 
ments within  the  past  month.  It  will  not  be  in  uiy  power  [sic]  this 
exemption  from  confinement  if  he  does  not  himself  co-operate  in  the 
regulations  prescribed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAllD. 


Fort  Warren,  December  3, 1861. 
[Charles  H.  Winder.] 

Dear  Charles  :  Since  replying  to  yours  of  the  25th  ultimo*  I  have 
nothing  further  from  you,  from  which  and  from  other  circumstances  I 
infer  that  Mr.  Hodge  has  learned  that  Governor  Seward  has  objections 
to  setting  a  precedent  of  unconditional  release  and  may  be  unwilling 
therefore  even  to  allow  me  on  parole  to  visit  Washington  to  investigate 
my  case. 

I  have  omitted  I  think  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  since  my 
arrest  all  my  letters  at  the  Philadelphia  post-office  have  been  stolen 
from  the  office  by  the  marshal  so  that  all  my  business  has  been  inter- 
rupted, to  my  great  detriment.  Having  arrested  me  without  any  justi- 
fymg  evidence  and  having  outraged  my  rights  by  an  illegal  and  secret 
seizure  and  search  of  all  my  papers  of  thirty  years'  collection  to  find 
cause  for  its  Justification,  and  failing  to  find  any  instead  of  having  me 
released  they  had  me  transferred  to  a  distant  fort,  seizing  every  letter 
addressed  to  me  and  keeping  them  in  the  hope  to  find  something  to  give 
countenance  to  my  confinement.  This  of  course  they  will  not  find,  but 
the  iniquity  of  the  proceeding  cannot  be  overstated.  I  am  confident 
that  Secretaries  Seward  and  Cameron  are  not  conscious  parties  to  these 
monstrous  outrages  of  my  rights  and  interests  as  an  American  citizen, 
and  I  do  suppose  that  (Tovernor  Seward  when  properly  advised  will 
give  an  order  to  the  marshal  to  surrender  all  my  papers  and  to  cease  to 
take  my  letters  from  the  poi^t-offlce.  If  Mr.  Hodge  can  get  such  an 
order  on  the  marshal  for  my  papers  to  be  surrendered  to  Mr.  George 

*  Ifpt  ibund, 
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W.  Biddle  I  would  liko  it.    The  order  could  also  admonish  the  marshal 
not  again  to  take  a  letter  of  mine  from  the  post-office.    I  anxiously  wait 
to  learn  if  your  parole  has  been  extended^  fearing  as  I  greatly  do  that 
its  non -extension  may  Lave  caused  your  silence. 
Your  affectionate  brother, 

W.  H.  WINDEK. 


Fort  Wareen,  December  3, 18G1. 
ilon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter  of  instructions*  read  to  the 
parties  conflued  in  this  fort  to  address  you  directly  in  relation  to  their 
release  1  proceed  to  do  so,  relying  ujion  the  implied  assurance  of  your 
letter  that  these  communications  will  receive  your  personal  attention 
and  reply.  I  have  been  confined  now  nearly  thirteen  weeks  and  during 
all  that  time  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  of  any  charge-whatever,  con- 
sequently I  can  only  state  that  I  am  unconscious  of  act  or  word  incon- 
sistent with  the  character  and  duty  of  a  true  American  citizen ;  hence 
I  infer  that  my  arrest  did  not  emanate  from  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment and  that  the  names  of  such  when  employed  in  this  matter  were 
merely  pro  forma  without  attention  to  and  probably  without  knowledge 
of  the  document  to  which  they  were  attached.  In  this  state  of  affairs 
I  will  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  allow- 
ing me  on  parole  to  visit  Washington  for  the  examination  of  my  case, 
and  I  will  add  my  conviction  that  a  short  interview  will  satisfy  you  of 
some  error  in  my  arrest  and  confinement  which  have  proved  seriously 
detrimental.  Should  the  granting  of  the  jtarole  prove  to  be  inconsist- 
ent with  your  purposes  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  disappointed  in  my 
expectation  of  receiving  a  statement  of  any  charges  against  me  fully, 
specifically  and  with  all  the  evidence  in  possession  of  the  Department 
together  with  the  names  of  all  parties  making  charges. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WliS'Dlilt. 


[Washington,]  December  5, 1S61. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Sir  :  I  have  ventured  in  the  accompanying  letter  to  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  case  of  my  brother, 
William.  H.  Winder.  May  I  take  the  liberty  of  invoking  your  good 
offices  to  lay  my  letter  before  him  and  to  invite  his  attention  to  the 
subject-matter  of  it"?  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  speediest  and 
fairest  mode  of  arriving  at  a  just  conclusion  would  be  to  allow  him  to 
come  on  to  Washington  and  submit  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
such  explanations  as  he  has  to  offer. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  CH,  H.  WINDEK. 

[Inclosnre.] 

Washington,  December  5,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
case  of  my  brother,  William  H.  Winder,  now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Warren. 
1  have  understood  that  Mr.  Blatchford,  Mr.  Hodge  and  Mr.  Reverdy 

151,  Seward  to-  Keyes,  November  26. 
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Jobnson  have  interested  themselves  in  his  behalf,  and  feeling  perfectly 
conscious  that  I  could  not  hojie  to  add  any  force  to  the  intercessions  of 
these  distinguished  gentlemen  I  have  abstained  from  obtruding  myself 
upon  your  notice,  but  no  action  having  been  taken  by  you  in  his  case  I 
cannot  lielp  feeling  assured  that  it  results  wholly  from  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  his  case.  And  as  no  one  knows  better  than  myself  that  there  is 
not  the  remotest  foundation  for  his  arrest  I  earnestly  beg  now  to  invoke 
your  favorable  consideration  of  tlie  appeal  of  those  gentlemen  for  the 
following  reason:  My  brother  is  and  has  always  been  a  firm,  consistent, 
unwavering  Union  man.  He  believes  that  all  the  blessings  that  can 
attach  to  a  nation  are  bound  up  in  a  fraternal  union  of  all  the  States 
and  that  misfortune,  suffering  and  weakness  will  follow  a  dissolution. 
Beheving  this  he  has  most  earnestly  and  (I  think)  ably  advocated  the 
Union  on  every  occasion  and  in  every  manner  in  his  power.  He  has 
never  by  word  or  deed  given  just  cause  of  offense  to  the  Government. 
If  these  things  be  so  I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  doubt  for  an  instant 
that  you  would  order  his  nnconditional  release  without  delay  if  you 
were  satisfied  of  them.  To  this  end  all  that  he  asks  is  scrutiny.  Take 
up  his  case,  sir,  and  if  any  proof  to  the  contrary  can  be  brought  against 
him  you  will  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  action 
in  depriving  a  man  (whose  personal  relations  to  you  I  know  entitles  him 
to  your  kind  consideration,  however  humble  he  is)  of  his  liberty  you 
did  so  on  substantial  grounds.  On  tlie  other  hand  if  he  be  innocent 
you  will  admit  that  his  fate  has  been  a  hard  one.  Torn  from  his  busi- 
ness, the  sole  support  of  a  mother  now  past  eighty  years,  his  papers  and 
effects  taken  possession  of  by  persons  to  say  the  least  wholly  indiffer- 
ent to  his  interests  (I  of  course  allude  to  subordinates  intrusted  with 
the  duty  of  arresting)  and  himself  incarcerated  now  for  three  months, 
I  submit  most  respectfully  whether  this  be  not  a  hard  fate,  if  as  I  said 
before  he  has  given  no  just  cause  of  off'ense.  Nay  more  than  that  if 
his  aim  and  desire  is  the  same  as  your  own? 

I  kiiow  well,  sir,  that  my  solicitation  can  and  perhaps  ought  not  to 
have  any  weight  with  you,  but  I  am  very  sure  that  in  a  case  like  this  you 
will  not  be  swayed  by  who  says  but  by  what  is  said.  I  again  earnestly 
ask  for  the  sake  of  justice  that  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  satisfy  your- 
self about  the  case  of  a  man  whose  personal  feelings  toward  you  are 
those  of  admiration  and  friendship  and  who  I  repeat  looks  to  the  same 
end  with  yourself.  If  you  find  upon  fair  investigation  that  you  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  good  grounds  it  will  silence  us  and  be  a  consolation  to  you 
to  know  that  you  have  acted  justly.  To  this  end  will  you  allow  me  to 
suggest  that  you  order  my  brother  to  be  sent  to  this  city  on  a  temporary 
parole  so  that  he  can  be  at  hand  to  explain  whatever  may  be  susceptible 
of  explanation?  I  ask  this  in  behalf  of  an  aged  mother  who  is  now  on 
the  verge  of  the  grave,  and  of  my  own  family  in  the  bosom  of  which 
these  events  have  sped  an  arrow  of  unutterable  affliction. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  H.  WINDEE. 

Department  op  State,  Washington,  January  10, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Sir:  Let  W.  H.  Winder,  a  prisoner  confined  in  Fort  Warren  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of 'the 
United  States,  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
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nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that  he 
will  do  nothing  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present  insur- 
rection. You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath.  I 
transmit  this  oider  to  John  S.  Keyes,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has  been 
instrnctedby  this  Department  to  cause  a  police  examination  to  be  made 
in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged  from 
custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper  papers 
be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 

1  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SP]WARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

T3EPAETMENT  OF  STATE,  Washington,  January  14,  1862. 
Brig,  Gen.  xIndbew  Porter,  Prorost-Marshal,  Washington. 

t;EX];i;AL:  I  inclose  herewith  and  invite  your  attention  to  a  memo- 
randunr*  laid  before  the  Department  relative  to  one  Captain  Winder, 
a  son  I  brother]  of  the  insurgent  General  John  H.  Winder,  who  it  is 
alleged  has  given  utterance  to  expressions  that  place  him  under  strong 
suspicions  of  disloyalty.  W^ill  you  please  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
into  the  matter  and  adopt  such  proceedings  as  in  your  judgment  are 
proper  and  report  to  this  Dejjartmeut. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAKD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Port  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  January  15, 1802. 
lion.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washijigton. 

Sir:  I   have  the  honor  to  report  that    *    *    *    W.  H.  Winder 
declines  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  condition  of  release. 
I  am,  sir,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 


Depaiit>ient  op  State,  Washington,  January  17, 1802. 
Col.  J  usTiN  DiMiCK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  reporting  *  *  *  that 
William  H.  Winder  refuses  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  has  been 
received.  In  reply  I  have  to  i-equest  that  you  will  hold  |  Winder]  in 
custody  till  further  orders  from  this  Department. 

\  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  S1<:WAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  22,  1802. 
lion.  J.  A.  Pearce,  U:  S.  Senate. 

Sill:  Eeferring  to  your  meuiorandum*  without  date  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  the  Secretary  of  State  iloes  not  deem  it  exi)edient  to 

■  Not  found. 
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interpose  in  regai'd  to  the  letters  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Winder  which  it  is 
alleged  are  stopped  at  Philadelphia  by  the  IT.  S.  marshal,  as  he  is  act- 
ing it  is  presumed  under  directions  from  the  Post-Office  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Washington,  January  38,  1862. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  the  period  of  my  parole  expires 
on  the  1st  proximo.  1  beg  to  submit  jnyself  to  tlic  pleasure  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OH.  11.  WINDER. 


Department  of  State,  Wa^shinfjton,  Janunry  38,  1803. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  ProvostMarnhal. 

General:  You  may  extend  the  ])arole  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Winder 
till  the  1st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1862. 

I  am,  general,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Washington,  January  38,  18(i3. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  The  presence  of  my  brother,  William  H.  Winder  (now  confined 
in  Fort  Warren),  in  Washington  is  necessary  to  adjust  various  interests 
in  certain  real  estate  (in  this  city)  the  title  of  wliich  is  now  in  him.  I 
respectfully  ask  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  come  here  for  that  pur- 
pose on  parole  of  thirty  days. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  H.  WINDER. 

Washington,  February  1,  1862. 
Hon.  F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  My  parole  having  expired  I  reported  myself  this  morning  to  the 
provost-marshal  who  intormed  me  that  he  had  received  no  instructions 
as  to  my  case.  I  respectfully  request  that  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
will  be  pleased  to  transmit  them  to-day.  I  beg  also  to  avail  myself  of 
this  occasion  to  solicit  your  attention  to  my  application  for  a  temporary 
parole  for  my  brother  now  in  confinement  in  Fort  Warren.  The  object 
for  which  it  is  desired  being  the  adjustment  of  various  interests  in 
certain  real  estate  which  cannot  be  settled  without  his  presence  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  granting  the  application.  May  I  ask  you  respectfully  to  do  me 
the  favor  to  inforin  me  by  note  through  the  post-oftice  of  the  determi- 
nation of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  as  early  as  will  suit  your 
convenience? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CH.  n.  WINDER. 

P.  S.— I  beg  to  remind  you  that  to-day  is  Saturday  and  that  if  the 
provost-marshal  is  not  instructed  in  my  case  to-day  he  cannot  receive 
tliem  until  Monday,  lu  the  meantime  he  will  have  no  alternative  I 
suppose  than  to  hold  me  in  custody. 
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Washington,  February  l,  1862. 
I,  Cliarles  H.  Winder,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  I).  C,  do  volun- 
tarily agree  and  pledge  myself  in  having  this  my  parole  extended  to 
honorably  fulflU  the  stipulations  hereinafter  set  forth,  to  wit:  That 
during  the  existence  of  the  present  rebellion  I  will  not  visit  any  insur- 
rectionary 8tate  or  Territory  without  ])ermission  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  that  I  will  not  render  to  the  enemies  of  the  Federal 
Government  any  aid,  comfort  or  information  of  any  nature  whatever. 
It  is  hercl)y  understood  that  this  parole  extends  until  the  1st  day  of 
March,  1801.',  n])on  which  day  I  will  report  myself  at  the  office  of  the 
provost-marshal  of  this  District. 

C.  n.  WINDEK.     j 
In  presence  of —  \ 

_  (iEO.  II.  BANGS.     : 

riiiLADHLPillA,  February  4, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  :M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  M'ar,  Washiur/ton. 

Deai!  SiK:  1  beg  leave  to  address  you  upon  a  subject  which  prob- 
ably had  its  origin  in  the  Department  under  your  charge  and  where  the 
rights  of  a  fellow-citizen  have  been  very  seriously  compromised.  It  is 
as  follows: 

William  H.  Winder,  a  citizen  of  this  Oommonwealth,  was  arrested 
uixm  tlie  11th  of  September,  1861,  at  his  residence  in  this  city  under  a 
warrant  issued  by  a  U.  S.  commissioner  upon  a  cJiarge  of  conspiracy  to 
overthrow  the  Federal  Government,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  July 
13,  ISUl.  When  arrested  he  applied  to  me  as  his  counsel  and  at  his 
re(iuest  1  pressed  an  immediate  heai'ing  of  the  case.  Ujwn  the  alleged 
ground  of  other  engagements  of  tlie  district  attorney  the  case  was  post- 
poned to  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  of  September,  Mr.  Winder  remaining 
in  custody  as  he  v>as  unable  to  obtain  bail  in  the  amount  required,  $5,0((0. 
I  apjieared  tor  him  at  the  adjourned  hearing  and  after  some  delay 
the  U.  S.  attorney  came  forward  and  stated  that  he  had  no  charge  to 
l)refer  against  Mr.  Winder,  adding  that  he  had  received  an  order  for 
his  delivery  to  the  U.  S.  marshal.  The  commissioner  discharged  Mr. 
Winder  as  there  was  no  charge  pending  against  him.  A  telegraphic 
message  i)urporting  to  be  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  was  then 
produced  directing  the  marshal  to  take  Mr.  Winder  to  Fort  Lafayette, 
and  he  was  immediately  taken  into  custody  and  carried  to  New  York 
by  that  afternoon's  train.  He  was  subsequently  removed  to  Fort  War- 
ren where  he  is  now,  having  been  thus  in  confinement  for  nearly  live 
months.  For  many  months,  ])erhaps  a  year,  prior  to  his  arrest  he  had 
not  quitted  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  certainly  not  subsequently  to  the 
4th  of  March,  1861.  All  his  pai)ers  of  every  description  were  seized  at 
the  time  of  his  arrest  and  his  correspondence  has  been  since  intercepted 
and  yet  no  specific  charge  has  ever  been  i)referred  against  him  nor  has 
he  any  notion  of  what  his  supposed  offense  is.  In  letters  to  me  he  has 
uniformly  asserted  his  innocence  of  even  a  thought  of  disloyalty,  and 
has  affirmed  his  attachment  to  the  Constitution.  In  these  statements 
I  ])lace  reliance  and  express  my  conviction  of  his  entire  blamelessness. 

Jt  is  proper  to  add  that  on  the  17th  of  January  last  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Winder  saying  that  he  had  been  just  offered  his  release 
u])ou  condition  that  he  would  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment (in  what  jirescribed  form  he  does  not  say),  which  he  declines  to  do. 
His  refusal  he  places  ujjon  the  ground  that  while  he  has  not  the  slight- 
est objection  to  take  an  oatSi  to  support  the  Constitution  on  any  proper 
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occasiou  (which  in  fact  he  did  when  lie  joined  the  Home  Guard  of  this 
city  in  the  spring)  he  will  not  take  this  oath  of  allegiance  as  a  condition 
of  his  release  as  he  may  thus  give  color  to  the  assertion  tliat  there  was 
some  cause  for  his  arrest  and  imprisonment  or  that  he  was  a  man 
against  whom  suspicion  might  have  been  ])ro])erly  entertained.  Mr. 
Windci  is  of  course  unable  to  have  his  ('ase  heard  U]K)n  a  habeas  cor- 
pus and  he  has  been  now  in  confinement  nearly  five  months,  to  the  great 
detiiment  of  his  business,  the  damage  of  his  health  and  the  injury  of 
his  character  without  knowing  for  what  he  is  imi)risoned. 

Is  he  not  entitled  either  to  have  some  siteeilic  charge  brought  against 
him  which  he  can  meet  in  the  usual  way  or  to  be  unconditionally  dis- 
charged 2  Is  anything  gaiued  by  the  (Toverninent  in  keeping  impris- 
oned a  man  whose  sentiments  are  strongly  ibr  tlie  Union  but  who  hon- 
estly differs  from  the  Administration  upon  questions  of  ])<)licy  and  who 
prefers  icmaining  iu  eaiitivity  to  the  violation  of  what  he  considers  a 
principle?  Is  nottheconduct  of  such  aniantliebcst  jiroof  of  his  integ- 
rity and  can  it  be  deserving  of  harsh  or  arbitrary  Ireatnient?  He  is  of 
course  as  every  other  man  is  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  hind  for  any 
infraction  of  it,  and  the  inference  is  very  strong  of  his  innocence  of 
criminality  or  criminal  intention  when  the  closest  scrutiny  into  his  con- 
duct and  affairs  has  failed  to  develoj)  a  single  fact  upon  w  hich  to  fouiul 
a  charge  against  him.  1  belicA^e  him  to  be  a  much  injured  man  and 
feel  bound  to  use  every  proi)er  effort  to  ]»rocure  his  release  and  there- 
fore write  to  you,  for  as  he  was  arrested  apparently  by  the  order  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  "War  it  seems  to  me  that  his  case  is  properly  cogniza- 
ble by  you  and  tliat  his  discharge  should  come  from  your  Department. 
I  remain,  with  much  resiDect,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  BIUDLB. 


Depaktmbnt  of  State,  WasMnr/fon,  February  W,  1862. 
Col.  Justin  DiMifiK,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

CoLo^'EL:  Herewith  I  inclose*  a  form  of  an  oath  of  allegiance  so 
modified  as  to  prevent  any  ])ossibility  of  the  misapprehension  that  it 
is  an  engagement  to  support  iu  ai)artisan  sense  tlie  persons  com])()sing 
the  executive  departnieuL  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
You  may  show  it  to  Mr.  Williani  H.  Winder  and  tell  him  that  he  will 
be  released  upon  taking  this  oath  and  making  the  usual  engagements 
not  to  enter  any  of  the  insurrectionary  States  nor  hold  correspondence 
with  ])ersons  residing  in  those  States  during  the  present  hostilities. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

House  op  Represent ativisis,  February  10, 1862. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward. 

Sir:  William  H.  Winder,  a  gentleman  whose  domicile  is  within  my 
Congressional  district,  is  at  present  confined  at  Eort  Warren.  I  am  not 
informed  of  the  nature  of  the  charges  upon  which  he  is  so  confined. 
His  family  are  solicitous  that  he  shall  be  released  at  least  temi)orarily 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  important  and  urgent  private  business. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  request  to  you  and  to  beg  your  favor- 
able consideration  of  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
CUAS.  J.  BIDDLE. 

'Not  fouiul. 
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Fort  Wareen,  February  14, 1862. 
Col.  J.  ])i'\riOK,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Warren. 

iini :  Yesterday  in  conformity  with  a  letter  of  instrnctions  received  by 
you  from  Governor  Seward  you  offered  me  my  release  on  condition  of 
my  taking'  the  oath  then  proposed.  1  had  on  a  previous  occasion  when 
offered  my  release  by  you  on  taking  the  oath  presented  declined  my 
release  on  those  terms  and  I  jiave  my  reasons  for  so  doing.  1  propose 
to  restate  here  so  nuich  of  the:n  as  may  be  necessary. 

My  objections  were  that  the  oath  could  not  rightlully  be  required  of 
me ;  that  to  take  it  as  a  condition  of  release  would  be  to  make  an  invid- 
ious distinction  between  me  and  all  other  citizens  not  required  to  take 
it;  it  would  make  me  a  target  for  the  shafts  of  the  maliciously  disposed, 
and  it  would  in  fact  be  making  me  my  own  calumniator,  acknowledg- 
ing the  necessity  of  an  oath  to  restrain  me  from  committing  treason. 
I  should  be  tongue-tied  under  the  grossest  imputations,  countenanced 
alike  by  the  action  of  the  Dei)artment  and  my  acquiesceiuje  in  its  pro- 
priety. It  is  easy  for  you  to  perceive  how  impassable  are  such  obsta- 
cles to  my  taking  the  oath  as  a  condition  of  release.  The  taking  the  oath 
would  render  my  residence  in  I'hiladelphia  an  impossibility.  I  Tieed  not 
enlai  ge  nor  add  that  a  release  upon  indefinite  parole  or  general  parole 
would  e(iually  render  my  stay  in  Philadelphia  intolerable. 

1  have,  however,  desired  a  special  parole  to  go  to  Washington  to 
attend  to  an  important  and  pressing  matter  of  business,  and  I  shall 
leel  much  disappointed  if  I  do  not  receive  it.  I  further  stated  incident- 
ally that  the  oath  seemed  to  require  a  blind  support  of  the  measures  of 
tlie  Administration.  Governor  Seward  in  his  letter  to  you  authorizing 
my  release  upon  an  oath  inclosed  in  it  explains  that  it  does  not  require 
the  support  of  the  individual  members  of  the  executive,  and  seems  to 
sui>|)ose  that  this  explanation  will  suffice  to  remove  tlie  objections  which 
caused  me  to  decline  a  release  when  first  offered  with  condition  of  an 
oath.  The  explanation  which  I  have  above  given  will  1  hope  prove 
satisfactory,  and  when  connected  with  the  fact  of  my  confinement  of 
more  than  five  months  assure  my  fiee  and  unconditional  release. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDEE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington.  February  17, 1863. 
Col.  Jttstin  Dijiick,  Fort  M^arren,  Boston. 

C!f)LONEL:  Your  letter  of  the  34th  instant  and  its  in<}losure,  inform- 
ing this  Department  that  Mr.  William  H.  Winder  declined  to  com|)ly 
with  the  terms  upon  which  his  release  was  granted  has  been  duly 
received. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  W.  SEWAlil), 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Fort  Warren,  February  22,  11^62. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Sik:  I  have  been  held  in  confinement  now  more  than  five  months  in 
Forts  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  and  Warren,  Mass.,  without  process  or  form  of 
law,  havnag  been  arrested  in  riiiladelphia,  my  residence,  from  whence 
by  order  of  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  by  telegraphic  dispatch 
I  was  transferred  to  those  distant  points.  1  mmediately  upon  my  arrest 
in  my  absence  my  ottice,  desks,  chests,  &c.,  were  broken  open  and  all 
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my  papers,  a  collection  of  more  than  thirty  years,  ransacked  on  pre- 
tense of  hunting  treasonable  matter  timing  the  few  months  ])revious; 
the  sanctity  of  i)rivate  correspondence  was  violated  and  malignantly 
calumniated  by  the  publication  of  pretended  contents  of  letters  thus 
seized  upon.  Other  parties  were  also  grievously  slandered  by  state- 
ment of  falsely  alleged  contents  and  by  allegations  of  the  discovery  of 
correspondence  which  never  existed,  and  I  debarred  of  all  opportunity 
to  contradict  such  infamous  publications.  My  letter  booiis,  writings  and 
letters  are  still  iu  the  possession  of  public  officials  and  my  correspond- 
ence at  Philadelphia  since  that  time  intercepted.  Jilven  pictures  twenty 
years  old  found  in  my  possession  were  misrepresented  to  slander  me. 

I  am  to  this  hour  in  ignorance  of  the  causes  of  my  arrest  and  deten- 
tion. Governor  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  caused  an  order  to  be  read 
to  the  prisoners  in  which  he  stated  that  the  employment  of  paid  counsel 
would  only  have  the  effect  of  prejudicing  the  case  of  such  parties,  would 
be  deemed  an  offense  and  would  occasion  procrastination  of  imprison- 
ment. His  order  required  all  applications  to  be  addressed  directly  to 
him  or  through  unpaid  parties.  In  accordance  with  this  order,  never 
having  employed  counsel,  on  the  5th  of  December  last  1  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  which  referring  to  his  order  as  giving 
assurance  that  he  would  read  and  reply  to  our  communications  1  pro- 
ceeded to  state  my  long  confinement,  my  ignorance  of  the  causes  there- 
for and  requesting  permission  to  go  to  Washington  for  an  investigation 
of  my  case  or  for  a  statement  of  the  charges  against  me  if  any,  the  full 
testimony  and  the  names  of  my  accusers  or  else  unconditional  discharge. 
To  this  hour  no  reply  has  been  received. 

My  release  was  tendered  to  me  on  condition  of  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, &c.  I  declined  to  accept  r«ilease  uijon  conditions.  A  second 
time  release  was  offered  upon  condition  of  taking  the  [modified]  oath,* 
which  offer  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  explanation  from  Governor 
Seward  intended  to  remove  supposed  objections  in  stating  that  a  sup- 
port of  the  Constitution  did  not  include  support  of  tiie  individual 
members  of  the  executive.  My  objection  being  radical  aijplied  to  all 
tests  or  conditions  which  might  be  supi)osed  to  admit  that  I  had  done 
anything  inconsistent  with  the  cliaracter  of  a  true  American,  and  I  of 
course  declined  this  second  otter  of  release.  In  common  with  my  fellow 
members  of  the  company  to  which  1  am  attached  I  took  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  and  I  am  still  under  its  full  responsibility.  I 
am  ready  in  common  with  all  others  on  every  i)roper  and  lawful  occasion 
to  take  it  a  thousand  times,  but  as  a  discriminating  test  imputing  past 
and  future  intended  wrong  it  is  not  possible  for  me  thus  voluntarily  to 
calumniate  myself.  Tlie  interior  of  Fort  Warren  with  the  vieiis  conscia 
recti  is  preferable  to  a  release  purchased  at  the  expense  of  character. 
So  far  from  being  Avilling  thus  to  calumniate  myself  I  have  challenged 
and  I  do  now  challenge  a  comparison  of  record  of  fidelity  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  its  Union  with  all  concerned  in  my  arrest  and  detention 
confident  that  the  result  will  furnish  none  of  them  with  cause  for  self- 
gratulation. 

In  this  state  of  the  case  the  Secretary  of  War  announcest  that  the 
President  will  grant  amnesty  for  past  offenses  and  take  parole  against 
future  offense  of  all  persons  "  excei)t  spies  in  the  service  of  the  iusur 
gents  or  others  whose  release  at  the  present  moment  may  be  deemed 
incompatible  with  the  public  safety."  Thus  I  should  be  turned  loose 
stained  with  an  unnamed  guilt  of  the  past;  sup])osed  to  be  covered  by 

*  See  Sewarfl  to  Dimiclc,  February  10,  1862. 

♦  See  I).  221  for  President's  Exooutive  No.  1. 
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the  amnesty  and  the  equally  nameless  guilt  of  the  future  averted  by 
the  parole,  allowing  a  censorious  world  to  impute  any  wrong  it  may 
please  as  being  covered  by  the  cloaks  of  amnesty  and  parole  and  to 
which  imputation  my  acceptance  of  them  would  give  quasi  admission 
and  certainly  would  leave  upon  me  the  color  of  guilt  and  without  power 
or  opportunity  to  vindicate  myself  against  such  imputation.  The  spies 
and  they  whose  liberation  is  incompatible  with  public  safety  may  prob- 
ably have  opportunity  for  perfect  self-vindication  while  those  favored 
with  amnesty  and  parole  will  stand  forever  shaded  by  those  clouds.  It 
would  seem  to  be  an  exquisite  aggravation  of  the  original  wrong  which 
the  order  of  release  admits  and  purports  to  repair  or  remedy.  The 
wrong  done  was  illegal  incarceration  without  charge.  The  remedy  now 
proposeil  is  to  confess  that  wrong  was  done,  and  to  receive  amnesty 
therefor  to  acknowledge  intention  of  future  wrong  and  then  give  a  parole 
to  forego  such  intention.  The  condition  in  a  Northern  State  of  a  man 
acicepting  amnesty  and  giving  parole  would  be  a  confession  of  guilt 
bearing  in  its  train  intolerable  consequences. 

For  these  leasons  and  many  others  which  naturally  present  them- 
selves and  would  be  stated  if  necessary,  the  undersigned  trusts  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  will  find  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to  reinstate  the 
undersigned  at  home  to  his  original  position  before  arrest.  If  there  be 
any  charge  of  crime  against  me  I  am  ready  to  meet  it.  If  there  be 
none  I  trust  the  Secretary  will  see  that  to  impose  conditions  on  me  as 
the  price  of  my  liberation  is  to  aggravate  the  wrong  which  will  then 
stand  confessed.  It  might  be  simplejustice  alike  to  the  Administration 
as  to  prisoners  to  have  the  informers  who  mislead  the  Departments 
exposed  to  view  and  to  just  i>unishment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 

FoBT  Warren,  March  15, 1863. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Sir  :  It  was  by  order  from  you  through  a  telegraphic  dispatch  that  I 
was  taken  from  Philadelphia  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  placed  in  confine- 
ment there  from  whence  I  was  transferred  to  this  fort  in  which  I  am 
confined,  still  ignorant  of  the  cause  which  induced  you  to  issue  that 
order. 

TIjc  object  of  my  writing  this  letter  is  to  obtain  from  you  informatioTi 
at  whose  instance  and  upon  what  representations  you  were  influenced 
to  the  issue  of  the  order  for  my  confinement  in  Lafayette.  I  believe  I 
do  not  err  in  supposing  the  order  could  not  have  been  of  your  own 
motion  but  was  upon  statement  of  party  or  parties  who  ought  not  and 
wliom  you  supposed  would  not  willingly  mislead  you.  And  I  trust  that 
my  reliance  on  your  readiness  to  aftbrd  me  the  information  will  not 
]trove  delusive.  I  feel  myself  entitled  to  this  consideration  at  your 
hands  and  I  am  unwilling  to  doubt  your  inclination  to  accord  it  lo  me. 
I  am,  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDEE. 

Washington,  March  21, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army. 

General  :  I  beg  very  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  Commission 
charged  with  the  subject  the  inclosed  statement  *  by  my  brother,  William 

"See  Winder  to  Secretary  of  War,  February  22,  1862. 
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H.  Winder,  now  confined  in  Fort  Warren.  I  do  not  think  it  possible 
for  any  lair-minded  man  to  deny  that  it  is  nii.just  to  impose  conditions 
of  release  upon  a  man  who  avows  his  adhei'eiice  to  the  Constitution 
aud  Union,  against  whom  no  charge  has  been  made  iu  a  responsible 
form,  much  less  ])roved.  I  say  nothiug  of  the  gross  injustice  of  his 
arrest  in  tlie  first  instance.  Tliat  is  i)ast,  and  is  a  subject  witli  which 
you  have  not  to  deal;  but  1  do  confidently  submit  it  to  your  sense  of 
justice  whether  the  wrong  should  be  longer  continued.  If  there  be 
any  charge  against  him  it  is  but  fair  that  he  should  know  it  and  his 
accuser,  and  have  an  opjjortunity  to  rebut  it,  and  if  not  sustained 
lie  should  and  will  doubtless  receive  your  judgment  that  he  be  uncon- 
ditionally released. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(JU.  11.  WINBEK. 


LdCHiEL,  March  24,  1862. 
W.  H.  \ViNDER,  Esq. 

Sir:  You  surprise  me  by  saying  in  your  letter  of  L'ith  instant 
received  to-day  tliat  it  was  by  my  order  you  were  taken  from  I'hiladel- 
phia  to  Fort  Lafayette  and  placed  in  confinement,  &c.  I  knew  nothing 
of  your  arrest*  until  1  saw  the  fact  stated  in  the  nowsiiapers,  and  being 
at  the  time  closely  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties 
neglected  to  inquire  into  the  cause,  presuming,  however,  that  it  was 
done  by  order  of  the  State  Department  which  had  charge  of  such 
cases  as  I  supposed  yours  to  be. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  OAMEIION. 


FOET  Warken,  March  27, 1862. 
Col.  Martin  Bvrke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Siu:  I  learn  from  my  brother  in  Washington  that  in  an  interview 
with  General  I)ix  the  general  told  him  that  he  and  Judge  Pierrepont 
would  come  to  Fort  Warren  iiersonally  to  hear  what  each  prisoner  had 
to  say.  It  is  material  to  mc  to  know  upon  whose  order  you  received 
me  at  Lafayette.  I  was  told  at  the  time  1  was  taken  charge  of  to  be 
carried  to  Fort  Lafayette  that  it  was  upon  an  order  from  General  Cam- 
eron, which  I  presumed  to  be  so  and  did  not  look  at  it.  In  making  the 
statement  I  should  wish  that  no  mistake  be  made  and  therefore  apply 
to  you  for  the  information  as  to  whose  order  it  was  \i\nm  which  you 
received  me.  I  suppose  it  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  base  any  offensive  action  toward  you  in  tlie  matter  now  or 
at  any  time  but  is  desired  to  enable  me  intelligently  aud  with  abso- 
lute correctness  to  make  my  statements. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 

[Indorsunient.] 

I  beg  you  |wil]J  furnish  me  with  the  information  desired. 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding. 


*  But  see  Cameron  to  Jlillward,  September  11.  .and  Cofley  to  Camerou.  same  date 
p.  725;  also  Cameron  to  Coft'ey,  September  r.",i)  726.  ' 
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Fort  Warren,  March  31, 1862. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Lochiel,  near  Harrisburg. 

I)EAi!  SiK:  Siuce  writing  yon  to-day*  I  liave  received  the  following 
copy  of  dispatch  from  Philadelphia: 

Washington,  Sej)iember  11,  ISCl. 
(iEOH(iK  A.  Coffey,  District  Attorvmi: 

I  have  telegraplioil  Marshal  Millwavil  to  arrest  William  II.  Wiiulc.r  aiul  transfer 
liiiu  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

I  have  supposed  this  might  call  to  your  mind  the  communication  of 
Mr.  (Jottey  to  which  apparently  it  is  a  reply. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  n.  WINDEK. 


LoCHiEL,  April  2, 1862. 
I  Hon.  William  II.  Seward.] 

My  Dear  Sir  :  The  letter  inclosed  you  will  see  is  in  reply  to  my 
answer  to  his  first  one,  dated  ten  or  twelve  days  earlier.  1  do  not 
think  any  orders  for  the  arrest  of  Winder  were  signed  by  me.  I  have 
known  him  for  many  years,  and  while  1  knew  he  always  sympathized 
with  the  South  did  not  believe  he  would  commit  any  act  against  the 
Government.  I  still  have  the  same  opinion  of  him,  and  if  there  is  no 
evidence  against  him  in  your  Department  I  trust  he  will  not  be  held 
upon  the  belief  that  he  was  imprisoned  on  my  order. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMEEON. 

[Inclo,sure.J 

Fort  Warren,  March  31, 1862. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Lochiel,  near  Harrisbury. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  prompt  reply  to  my  request  for 
information  as  to  the  causes  which  induced  you  to  issue  an  order  for  my 
transfer  to  Fort  Lafayette,  Yonr  re])]y  of  the  24th  stating  your  sur- 
l)rise  that  I  had  been  sent  there  by  your  order  and  that  you  knew 
nothing  of  my  arrest  until  you  saw  it  in  the  paper  and  presumed  it  had 
been  done  by  the  order  of  the  State  Department  confirms  me  in  my 
sui)])osition  that  your  name  had  been  used  either  without  your  knowl- 
edge or  inadvertently  signed  to  a  paper  without  heeding  its  contents. 
It  was  obtained  somehow  through  the  district  attorney.  I  give  you 
copy  of  the  document  on  which  Colonel  Burke  took  charge  of  me  and 
placed  me  iu  Fort  Lafayette: 

Philadelphia,  September  IS,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Maktin  Burke,  Commanding  Fort  Hamilton. 

Dkak  Sin:  Permit  irie  to  introduce  to  you  my  deputy,  Mr.  Sharkey,  who  carricjs 
with  him  Mr.  Winder  to  he  delivered  to  your  custody  per  order  of  the;  Secretary  of 
War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

WM.  MILLWAKD, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

I  am,  very  lespectfully,  your  obedient  ser^'ant, 

W.  H.  WINDER. 


'  See  Winder  to  Camerou  followinj;,  inclosed  by  Cameron  to  Seward. 
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LoCHLEL,  April  2, 1862. 
W.  H.  Winder,  Esq. 

Sir:  I  have  inclosed  your  letter  of  31st  (received  to-day)  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  and  disavowed  all  knowledge  of  your  arrest  with  a 
request  for  your  release  if  you  have  been  held  by  my  direction. 
Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMEKON. 


Fort  Warren,  April  o,  1862. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Lochiel,  near  Harrisburg. 

Sir:  1  have  been  much  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
April  2,  in  which  you  advise  me  of  your  having  sent  my  (first)  letter 
of  March  31  to  the  Secretary  of  State  with  a  request  for  my  release  in 
case  I  have  beeu  held  by  your  direction.  This  is  satisfactory  and  is  all 
the  case  requires  at  your  hands,  unless  indeed  a  disregard  of  your 
request  should  render  it  proper  for  your  own  vindication  against  an  act 
which  you  repudiate  but  the  responsibility  of  which  is  placed  on  your 
name  by  the  record. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINUEE. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  27, 1862. 
General  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  released  the 
following-named  prisoners  in  obedience  to  telegram  2t)th  iustant,* 
viz :    *    *     *    William  H.  Winder.    *    *    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv.int, 

J.  DIMIOK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  8,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont,  Neio  Yorl{.. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  from  George  A.  Cottey,  esq.,  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  the 
eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  that  the  letters  and  papers 
seized  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  William  H.  Winder  be  sent  to  him. 
It  is  believed  that  some  of  the  papers  relating  to  the  case  of  Winder 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  commissioners  ai)poiiited  last  spring  by  the 
War  Department  to  examine  the  cases  of  political  i)risoners.  Mr.  Cotfey 
has  been  informed  of  this  and  will  probably  communicate  Avith  you  in 
relation  to  the  papers  required  by  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWAKD. 

[Inclosure.] 

Philadelphia,  December  i,  1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  You  will  recollect  that  about  the  time  when  William  H.  Winder 
of  this  city,  was  sent  to  Port  Lafayette  many  private  letters  and  papers 

'See Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  748,  for  Stanton's  telegraphic  order  releasiui'-  all  thu 
Maryland  political  prisoners. 
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of  liis  were  transmitted  to  you  at  Washington  by  your  order.  Winder 
has  been  unconditionally  released  from  summary  arrest  and  confine- 
ment. I  belieAe  that  upon  his  return  to  Pliiladelphia  he  will  resume 
his  efforts  to  embarrass  the  Government  or  to  seek  personal  vengeance. 
The  papers  in  your  possession  are  sufficient  to  justify  his  legal  prose- 
cution in  the  ordinary  form  for  misprision  of  treason.  1  believe  that  it 
would  be  proper  so  to  prosecute  him  and  therefore  1  desire  that  you  will 
transmit  to  me  all  papers  and  documents  in  your  possession  which  were 
sent  to  you  at  the  time  of  his  arrest  If  he  so  acts  as  to  compel  or  war 
rant  a  prosecution  the  papers  which  1  am  writing  about  will  not  only 
make  a  legal  case  and  put  him  entirely  on  the  defensive  but  will  super- 
abundantly explain  and  vindicate  the  whole  action  of  tiie  Government 
in  this  case. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A,  COFFEY, 

v.  S.  Attorney. 


Depautmbnt  of  State,  WasMnffton,  December  8, 1862. 
Geokge  a.  Coffey,  Esq., 

U.  S.  District  Attorney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
SiE:  Your  communication  of  the  1st  instant  relative  to  the  papers 
seized  and  transmitted  to  this  Department  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of 
William  H.  Winder  has  been  duly  received.  In  compliance  with  your 
request  all  the  papers  mentioned  by  you  remaining  in  this  Department 
have  to-day  been  forwarded  to  you  by  express.  Hon.  Edwards  Pierre- 
pont,  of  New  York,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  last  spring  by 
the  War  Department  to  examine  the  cases  of  political  prisoners,  may 
have  some  of  the  papers  required  by  you  in  his  i)ossession.  It  is  sug- 
gested that  you  communicate  with  him  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  W.  SEWARD. 


Case  of  James  L.  Pruett. 

Frankfort,  Ky.,  Septemher  10, 1861. 

The  undersigned  Union  members  of  the  Kentucky  legislature 
respectfully  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  military 
authorities,  commanding  at  Saint  Louis  and  Cairo,  the  application  of 
.John  W.  Pruett  for  the  release  of  his  brother,  James  L.  Pruett,  who 
we  learn  is  in  custody  at  Cairo,  and  we  do  so  the  more  readily  on 
account  of  his  (J.  W.  Pruett's)  valuable  services  in  the  Union  cause. 
He  has  been  energetic  and  efflcient  in  support  of  the  Government,  and 
labored  with  untiring  vigilance  to  defeat  treason  and  rebellion  in 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Pruett  is  a  loyal  citizen,  and  a  firm  friend  of  the  Union 
and  the  Government,  and  his  services  cannot  be  too  highly  valued. 
We  hope  tlie  authorities  may  see  proper  to  yield  to  his  application 
on  behalf  of  his  only  brother, 
liespectfully, 

JOHN  F.  FISK, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
RICHAKD  A.  BUCKNEE, 

Speaker  of  the  House, 
[And  100  other  members  and  officers.] 
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Frankfort,  Ky.,  September  12,  1861. 
The  gentlemen  wliose  namcK  are  signed  to  the  foregoing  petition 
(except  the  doorkeepers  of  the  two  houses)  are  members  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  general  assembly  of  Kentucky-. 
1  am  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  W.  Pruett,  the  bearer  hereof.  He 
is  a  very  resy^ectable  gentleman  and  as  loyal  to  the  cause  of  the  CJnion 
as  any  man  within  its  limits.  He  has  been  very  active  in  ferreting  out 
the  movements  of  the  disunionists  and  communicatiug  the  information 
hf  has  received  to  me.  I  hope  the  object  of  Mr.  Pruett's  visit  to  Cairo 
may  be  accomplished. 

JAMES  HARLAN, 
v.  S.  Attorney,  Kentucky  District. 

We  concur  in  the  foregoing. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
J.  RUSSELL  HAWKINS, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
AL.  T.  SAMUELS, 
Cleric  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
JAMBS  B.  LYNE, 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives. 


Frankfort,  Ky.,  September  12,  1801. 
General  Fremont. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  a  line  in  rela- 
tion to  the  brother  of  Mr.  Pruett,  the  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  senate  of 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Pruett  is  one  of  the  most  active,  faithful  Union  men 
in  Kentucky,  and  was  a  few  days  ago  elected  sergeant-atarms  of  the 
senate  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  every  Union  senator.  He  has  the 
sympathy  of  every  Union  member  of  the  Kentucky  legislature  iu  the 
afHiction  brought  upon  him  by  tlie  unfortunate  condition  in  which  his 
brother  is  i)laced  in  consequence  of  some  imprudent  violation  of  the 
law,  and  is  suffering  punishment,  I  understand,  by  being  worked  in  the 
trenches  surrounding  the  city  of  Saint  Louis.  1  would  respectfully 
rec(m)mend  to  your  excellency  for  the  sake  of  his  brother,  if  consistent 
with  propriety,  his  release  and  pardon. 

In  complying  with  this  request  you  will  confer  a  s])ecial  favoi'  upon 
yoiu'  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  SMEDLEY, 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  KentncJcy. 


Frankfort,  September  12, 1801. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  0.  Fremont. 

Dear  Sir:  This  will  introduce  to  you  Mr.  J.  W.  Pruett,  of  Frank- 
fort. Mr.  Pruett  is  the  scrgcant-at-arms  of  the  senate  of  Kentucky. 
1  have  become  well  acquainted  with  him  during  four  terms  of  the  last 
and  one  of  this  legislature  and  know  him  to  be  a  Union  man  of  the  most 
loyal  and  devoted  stamp. 

He  visits  Saint  Louis  on  business  of  importance,  and  any  vservice  that 
you  can  render  him  will  be  gratefully  received  by  yours,  very  truly, 

RIG  BARD  T.  JACOB. 
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Frankfokt,  Ky.,  September  12, 1861. 
Majov-General  Frismont,  \Saint  Louis]. 

Dkai:  Sir:  This  will  intioduce  to  yon  Mr.  J.  W.  Pruett,  of  this  city, 
one  of  onv  most  reliable  and  devoted  Union  men  and  one  who  has  reu- 
deied  valnable  services.  lie  is  a  gentleman  of  reliability  and  standing. 
He  visits  Saint  Lunis  on  account  of  liis  brother,  J.  L.  I'ruett,  wbo  is 
now  in  military  confinement.  Such  favors  as  can  be  shown  him  con- 
sistent to  tlie  laws  and  Constitution  and  loyalty  to  the  Union  will  be 
liighly  ap])reciated  by  the  Union  ]iien  of  Kentucky.  I  liave  not  yet 
been  home  tu  MayfieM,  Ky.,  since  \  saw  you,  but  learn  that  the  occu- 
pation of  I'aducah  has  liad  a  most  happy  efl'ect  there. 
"With  great  regard, 

li.  K.  AVILLIAMS. 


HEADQirARTEES   DISTRICT   OF   SOITTHBAST   MISSOURI, 

Cairo,  September  Id,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  .John  A.  McClernand,  Cairo  and  Bird's  Point: 

You  are  directed  to  send  tlie  three  prisoners,  James  L.  Pruett,  Charles 
Dolson  and  August  McKinney,  under  a  suitable  escort  to  the  prison 
from  which  they  were  taken  this  evening,  and  tliey  will  be  kept  in  close 
custody  until  further  orders. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Grant: 

WM.  S.  HILLYEE, 
Captain  and  Aide-de  Gamp. 


September  15, 1861, 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Fremont,  Saint  Louis,  Mo.: 

Mr.  J.  W.  Pruett,  sergeant-at-arms  of  the  Kentucky  senate,  wbo  is 
indorsed  by  tlie  Union  members  of  the  legislature.  General  Leslie 
Coombs,  Mr.  Eichard  T.  Jacob  and  other  prominent  Union  men  of 
Kentucky,  is  hero  praying  for  the  release  of  his  brother,  James  L. 
Pruett.  The  papers  will  be  forwarded  to  you  in  the  morning.  I  would 
earnestly  recommend  his  release. 

U.  S.  GEANT, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Headquarters  District  of  Southeast  Missouri, 

Cairo,  III.,  September  18,  1861, 
The  officer  of  the  day  will  in  i^uisuance of  instructions  just  received 
from  headquarters  Department  of  the  West  liave  Mr.  James  J'rnett 
released  from  confinement.     He  will  bo  brought  to  these  headquarters. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding. 


Case  of  Messrs.  Millner,  Walker,  Burton  and  Corlies. 

J.  K.  Millner,  of  Danville,  Va.,  was  arrested  by  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray 
in  New  York  and  by  order  of  the  Secietary  of  State  dated  September 
10,  1801.  Avas  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.     The  charges  against 


750  PKISONERS   OF   WAK,    ETC. 

Millner  as  appear  by  the  affidavits  of  the  U.  S.  marshal,  Eobert  Murray, 
aud  John  S.  Young,  of  New  York,  are  as  follows,  vi/> :  One  IJethel  Burton, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  the  inventor  of  a  patent  rille.  Millner  was  a 
speculator  with  means,  aud  having  made  the  acquaintance  of  Bui  ton 
the  two  went  to  liichinoud,  Va.,  and  contracted  with  the  rebel  author- 
ities to  supply  them  with  40,000  to  50,000  of  the  rifles.  They  returned 
to  New  York,  purchased  the  machinery  and  hired  men  to  manufacture 
the  guns,  and  \yhen  arrested  were  nearly  ready  to  ship  the  machinery 
and  men  to  Virginia.  At  the  time  of  the  arrest  Millner  was  in  the  act 
of  paying  $1.5,000  to  Burton  for  an  interest  in  the  gun  and  contract. 
About  the  1st  of  November,  18C1,  Millner  was  trarsferred  to  Fort 
Warren  and  remained  in  custody  February  15, 1862. 

Robert  li.  Walker  was  arrested  by  John  A.  Kennedy,  superintendent 
of  New  York  police,  September  11,  1861,  and  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  Avith  being 
engaged  in  a  scheme  to  furnish  Burton's  jifle  to  the  rebels  in  insurrec- 
tion against  the  United  States.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  October  17, 1861,.  directing  Col.  Martin  Burke, 
commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Walker  on  his  taking  the 
oath  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  the  insurrectionary  States 
nor  correspond  with  persons  residing  therein  nor  do  any  act  hostile  to 
the  United  States  during  the  present  insurrection.  He  was  accordingly 
released  October  19, 1861. 

Bethel  Burton,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  was  arrested  by  IJ.  S.  Marshal 
Murray,  of  New  York,  September  12,  1861,  and  by  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  from  Avhence  he  was 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren  about  the  1st  of  November,  1861.  The 
charges  against  Burton  as  apjiear  by  the  affidavits  of  U.  S.  Marshal 
Murray  and  John  S.  Young,  of  New  York,  are  as  follows :  That  Burton 
was  the  inventor  of  a  iiatent  rifle  and  having  made  the  acquaintance 
of  one  J.  K.  Millner,  of  Virginia,  a  speculator  and  a  man  of  means,  in 
pursuance  of  an  arrangement  made  between  them  the  two  went  to 
Kichmond,  Va.,  with  a  sample  gun  and  contracted  with  the  insurgent 
authorities  thei-e  to  supply  them  with  from  40,000  to  50,000  of  the  rifles. 
They  returned  to  New  YTork,  purchased  machinery  and  hired  men  to 
manufacture  the  guns,  and  when  arrested  were  nearly  ready  to  ship  the 
machinery  and  men  to  Virginia.  The  said  Bethel  Burton  remained  in 
custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the 
order  of  the  War  Department  of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred 
to  the  charge  of  that  Department. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  in  regard 
to  this  person  [B.  F.  Corlies]  Avas  from  U.  S.  Marshal  Murray,  of  New 
York,  September  12,  1861,  stating  that  he  had  arrested  Corlies  on  the 
charge  of  priutmg  bank  bills  for  the  rebels,  aud  that  the  evidence 
against  him  was  conclusive.  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  Cor 
lies  was  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  September  17, 1861,  an  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Corlies  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  said  B.  F.  Corlies  was  accordingly  released 
September  18,  ISQl.— From  Record  Boole,  State  D^artment,  '■'■Arrestufor 
Disloyalty." 
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New  York,  September  JO,  1861. 
Hon.  "VY.  H.  Sewarp  : 

I  have  arrested  John  K.  Millner  on  the  charge  of  purchasing  a  patent 
for  rifling  cannon  for  the  rebels.  The  machine  was  to  have  been  shipi)ed 
South  this  evening.    What  shall  I  do  ? 

EGBERT  MUEEAY, 

JJ.  8.  Marshal. 


Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  10, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  U.  8.  Marshal,  New  York: 
Send  John  K.  Millner  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


New  York,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward: 

Robert  R.  Walker,  of  Brooklyn,  the  partner  of  Millner  in  the  rifle 
gun  transaction,  is  in  custody.    What  shall  be  [done]  with  him? 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  13, 1801. 
Robert  Murray,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  York : 
Arrest  Bethel  Burton  and  take  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

W.  H.  SEWARD. 


New  York,  September  12, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward: 

I  have  arrested  Bethel  Burton,  the  person  that  sold  the  patent  to 
Millner  to  make  the  rifle  gun.    What  shall  I  do? 

ROBERT  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

New  York,  September  Iji,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

I  have  arrested  B.  F.  Oorlies  on  the  charge  of  printing  bank  bills 
for  the  rebels.    The  evidence  against  him  is  conclusive.    What  shall 

I  do? 

EOBT.  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  Kew  York,  September  12,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  1  have  arrested  John  K.  Millner 
and  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley,*  who  are  now  at  Fort  Lafayette.  I  have 
also  made  every  eftbrt  to  arrest  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the 
Republic  but  am  afraid  the  bird  has  flown.    Inclosed  you  will  please 

*  See  p.  766  for  case  of  Stanley. 
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find  a  sheet  of  shmplasters,  printed  for  the  said  Milliier  by  Corlies,  of 
this  city,  who  I  have  also  arrested  and  await  your  directions  in  regard 
to  him. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ROBEKT  MUKEAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

Department  of  State,  WasJdngton,  Septemher  13,  IC.dl. 
Egbert  Mt"rrat,  U.  S.  Marshal,  Neic  York: 

iSeud  Corlies  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  yesterday  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAItD. 

New  York,  Septemher  14, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State: 

On  the  2d  instant  J.  K.  Millner  gave  our  firm  an  order  for  1,000  sheets 
of  bills  for  the  Bank  of  Pittsylvania,  Chatham,  Va.,  to  he  lithographed. 
The  order  was  executed  and  the  bills  delivered  on  the  9th  instant,  for 
doing-  which  B.  F.  Corlies,  ray  partner,  has  been  arrested  and  sent  to 
Fort  Lalayette.  This  order  was  received  in  the  regular  course  of  our 
business  (amounting  to  $135)  and  executed  without  any  intention  or 
supposition  on  the  part  of  our  firm  that  we  were  violating  the  laws  of 
the  United  States.  We  have  never  felt  that  our  loyalty  should  be  for 
a  moment  questioned,  having  reudei'ed  all  the  aid  in  our  power  since 
the  rebelliou  first  commenced  to  sustain  the  Government,  I  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Seventh  Kegiment  New  York  State  Militia  going  with  the 
regiment  to  Washington  when  ordered  there,  and  during  my  absence 
Mr.  Corlies  sent  our  porter,  Theodore  Craft,  with  the  Eighth  lieginieut 
New  York  State  Militia,  our  firm  (with  moderate  means,  having  recently 
commenced  business)  paying  his  salary  during  the  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment for  three  months  and  hiring  a  person  to  fill  his  place  while  away. 
KespectfuUy, 

CHAELES  A.  MACY,  Jr. 

The  undersigned  have  long  and  intimately  known  the  parties  consti- 
tuting the  above  firm  and  know  the  above  statement  to  be  true  in  every 
particular. 

CHAS,  A.  MEKiS. 
CHAELES  A.  .MACY. 
_         JACOB  CAMPBELL,  Jr. 

FoifT  Lafayette,  Septemher  15,  1861. 
Charles  O'Conor,  Esq.,  Few  Yorl: 

Dear  Sir:  I  perceive  by  the  newspapers  that  the  Oovernmcnt  of 
the  United  States  has  taken  steps  to  confiscate  wliat  funds  1  have  in 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Peters,  Campbell  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  I  wish 
you  to  undertake  to  defend  the  case  for  me  and  also  to  get  me  my  pei- 
sonal  liberty;  and  if  you  will  be  allowed  to  see  me  I  would  be  glad  for 
you  to  visit  me  at  once  and  have  a  conversiition  with  me  and  I  will 
satisfy  you  about  my  responsibility  to  pay  you  for  youv  services. 

Your  early  attention  to  my  request  will  very  much  oblige,  yours, 
respectfully, 

J.  K.  MILLNEE. 

P.  S. — You  are  requested  not  to  publish  the  above  letter  or  any  part 
of  the  same. 

J.  K.  M. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  17, 180']. 
Col.  Martin  Bx^rke,  Fort  Hamilton,  K  Y. 

Colonel:  I  will  thank  you  to  direct  B.  P.  Coilies,  now  confined  as 
a  political  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  be  discharged  upon  liis  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss: 

1,  Benjamin  F.  Corlies,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  pro- 
tect and  defend  the  Constitutiou  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  J  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same,  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  couvention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever. 
So  help  me  God. 

BENJ.  F.  CORLIES. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  September,  1801. 

CIIAliLBS  W.  CHUECH, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Fort  Lafayette,  September  31, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  for  you  to  give  me  written  permission  to  send  to 
Virginia  for  my  wife  as  I  am  confined  hei  e  and  do  not  know  when  I 
will  be  able  to  get  out,  and  in  case  that  I  get  my  release  (which  I  am 
sure  that  I  woukl  get  if  1  could  see  you)  I  would  prefer  remaining  iu 
New  York  until  the  war  is  over.  I  can  employ  a  man  to  go  to  Virginia 
for  my  wife  if  you  will  give  the  permission  and  give  me  a  chance  to  see 
the  parties. 

In  regard  to  my  money  that  the  Government  has  libeled  here  in  the 
city  of  New  York  it  has  been  there  ever  since  before  the  proclamation 
of  the  15th  of  Ai)ril  issued  by  the  President,  and  I  have  not  taken  it 
home  for  the  reason  that  I  believed  it  was  safer  here  than  at  home  and 
never  had  any  idea  of  moving  it  uutil  I  got  afraid  of  having  it  confis- 
cated. And  so  far  as  the  rebellion  is  concerued  1  have  never  taken  any 
hand  iu  it  in  any  way,  as  I  voted  for  Union  men  for  my  State  conven- 
tion, and  when  the  ordinance  of  secession  was  voted  on  by  the  people  I 
left  home  for  the  reason  that  1  could  not  vote  for  it  and  was  afraid  to 
vote  against  it. 

1  have  been  here  in  this  fort  for  some  ten  days,  and  if  you  would  give 
me  a  chance  I  could  prove  to  your  entire  satisfaction  tliat  I  have  neither 
committed  treason  nor  intended  any.  If  you  will  oider  a  deputy  mar- 
shal to  convey  me  to  Washington  I  will  pay  all  of  his  expenses  and  my 
own  and  also  his  salary  during  the  time,  and  I  will  guarantee  if  you  will 
see  me  that  you  will  order  my  release. 

Hoping  that  you  will  comply  with  some  of  my  recpiest,  I  remain, 
yours,  respectfully, 

J.  K.  MJLLNEK, 
Formerly  of  Danville,  Ya. 

P.  S. — You  will  please  not  publish  anything  in  this  letter. 

J.  K.  M. 
II,  vol  II 
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Department  op  State,  Washington^  September  .24, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  YorJc. 

Sir  :  I  iuclose  herewith  a  letter  from  J.  K.  Millner,  a  prisoner  now 
coniined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  for  you  to  exajnine  and  report  npon  the  case. 
Tliere  are  no  papers  here  relating  to  it,  and  you  will  please  apply  to 
John  A.  Kennedy,  the  ofticer  at  whose  instance  the  arrest  was  made. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  25,  1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawley,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  the  telegraphic  dispatch  from  Eobert  Mur- 
ray, esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  which  is  all  we  have  relative  to  the  case  of 
Bethel  Burton,  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  Will  you  please  take  such 
additional  testimony  as  may  be  offered  in  regard  to  the  case  and  return 
the  inclosure  with  your  report  thereon? 
I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  25, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  permit  the  wife  and  children  of  Bethel  Burton 
to  visit  him  in  the  presence  of  a  proper  officer. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Lafayette,  September  25, 1861. 
J.  Kernan. 

Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  Go  see  Mr.  Develin,  son-in-law  of  Stetson  who 
keeps  the  Astor  House,  and  say  to  him  if  he  will  get  permission  to 
visit  me  I  want  to  see  him,  and  that  if  he  will  get  me  out  from  here 
that  if  he  wants  one  or  two  thousand  to  help  liim  in  the  election  com- 
ing he  cannot  only  do  me  an  act  of  justice  but  aid  the  party  in  the 
coming  struggle.  I  suppose  you  are  posted  and  as  I  can  say  nothing 
more  m  this  I  will  intrust  you  with  this  little  errand  for  me,  believing 
you  will  favor  me  with  your  services.  *  •  *  We  have  all  the  papers 
and  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  nation  the  same  as  though  I  was  in  the 
Canadas.  Of  course  we  can  not  write  anything  of  a  private  nature 
which  is  the  only  thing  deprived  of.  I  would  wish  you  to  say  to  Mr' 
Develm  that  I  will  take  the  oath  given  to  others,  for  as  you  know  I  was 
always  a  Union  man  and  can  take  it  with  a  good  grace  Whether  in 
or  out  I  feel  a  man's  spirit  buoying  me  up  to  meet  any  fate  that  may 
befall  nie.  Come  down  often  as  I  will  like  to  see  you  even  through  a 
glass.  Our  numbers  are  increasing  very  fast,  twenty  being  added  since 
Sunday  as  you  will  see  by  the  papers. 

Farewell,  old  friend,  until  next  we  meet. 

BETHEL  BUETON. 

P.  S.— It  is  my  desire  that  nothing  in  this  shall  be  made  public* 

B.  B. 

*  Omitted  portions  refer  to  unimportant  matters. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  27, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Haavley,  Esq.,  Neio  York. 

Sir  :  Herewith  1  trausinit  to  you  all  tbe  papers  on  file*  in  this  Depart 
ment  relative  to  Robert  K.  Walker,  a  prisoner  now  confined  at  Fort 
Lafayette,  and  will  thank  you  to  take  such  additional  testimony  as  may 
be  offered  and  return  them  to  me  with  your  oi)inion  as  to  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLlAiJ   U.  SEWAltD. 


:i^Ew  York,  September  28, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  As  reciuested  by  your  letters  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  T 
have  examined  the  cases  of  J.  K.  Millner  and  Bethel  Burton  and  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report :  On  applying  to  John  A.  Kennedy, 
superintendent  of  police,  as  directed  by  you,  I  was  referred  to  Kobert 
Murray,  marshal  of  the  southern  district,  and  John  S.  Young,  sergeant 
of  the  Few  York  detectives.     1  inclose  herewith  the  affldavits  of  both. 

The  testimony  shows  that  Millner  and  Bethel  are  particeps  criminis, 
engaged  in  tlie  same  transaction;  the  testimony  relates  to  both.  I 
therefore  make  one  report  for  both  cases.  The  testimony  is  not  taken 
in  a  manner  nor  is  it  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  admissible  in  the  case 
of  Burton  on  a  trial  in  a  court  of  law.  Nevertheless  it  is  suflicient  to 
establish  to  a  moral  certainty  certain  important  leading  facts  and  to 
satisfy  any  mind  that  testimony  admissible  by  technical  rules  can  be 
adduced  suflicient  to  inculi)ate  both  the  men. 

1  think  it  is  shown  that  Burton  was  the  inventor  of  a  new  implement 
of  war  in  the  character  of  a  rifle;  that  Millner  was  a  speculator  with 
means;  that  they  put  their  heads  together,  went  to  Eichmond  and  con- 
tracted with  the  military  authorities  in  command  of  the  armies  now 
making  war  against  the  Government  to  sujiply  them  with  40,000  or 
50,000  of  the  rifles ;  aud  that  they  were  arrested  here  in  New  York  while 
making  prejjarations  for  i)erforming  their  contract.  They  had  not  only 
intended  and  agreed  to  do  this  thing  but  had  taken  steps  and  done 
overt  acts,  such  as  engaging  machinery  and  hiring  men  to  manufacture 
the  guns.  All  this  can  be  amidyand  clearly  proved  J  do  not  doubt.  1 
therefore  do  not  doubt  that  J.  K.  Millner  and  Bethel  Burton  have  com- 
mitted an  ottense  against  the  United  States  for  which  they  can  be  legally 
held  and  punished. 

I  will  add  that  in  this  case  as  in  many  others  the  mercenary  and  not 
the  political  motive  ])rei)Oiiderated  in  inducing  the  acts  of  the  parties, 
and  also  that  the  men  are  men  of  talents,  enterprise  and  courage,  well 
calculated  and  very  likely  to  pursue  money-making  schemes  regardless 
of  law  and  patriotism. 

I  do  not  notice  the  matter  of  the  jjaper  money  because  one  good  rea- 
son for  holding  the  men  prisoners  is  enough;  and  further  because  1 
tiiink  that  the  uttering  of  the  money  was  probablyto  have  occurred  at 
the  South  as  a  i)rivate  speculation,  in  no  way  calculated  to  injure  the 
United  States  Government  or  to  aid  the  States  or  people  who  are 
engaged  in  rebellion.  Punishment  for  th.at  crime  ouglit  i)robiibly  to 
proceed  from  the  States  where  the  money  should  be  put  in  circulation. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 
EespectfuUy, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


*  statements  of  Walker's  frieuda  establishing  his  loyalty,  whicli  are  omitted. 
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1  iuclose  herewith  the  papers  transmitted  in  the  case  of  Bethel  Bur- 
ton and  J.  K.  Millner  and  also  aHidavits  of  Kobert  Murray  and  Johu 
S.  Youujj;-;  s])ecimen  of  Mr.  Milhier's  currency. 

[luclosiire  No.  1.] 

Metropolitan  Police  J)istrict,  «.s; 

Robert  MuiTay  being  duly  sworn  doth  deiioso  and  say  as  follows:  I 
am  the  marshal  of  tlie  southern  district  ot  New  York.  1  arrested 
J.  K.  Millner  who  is  now  in  Fort  Jjafayette;  he  stated  to  me  tiiat  he 
Avas  a  Virginian;  tliat  he  cauie  on  here  some  three  weeks  previous; 
that  he  was  introduced  to  Bethel  Burton  by  a  ]\Ir.  Walker  (these  men 
are  now  in  Fort  Lafayette).  Walker  stated  to  him  (Millner)  that  Bur- 
ton was  the  inventor  of  a  iiatent  rifle  or  gun  which  was  a  very  effective 
wea])oii ;  that  if  tlicy  could  introduce  it  into  Vii-ginia  they  would  make 
a  large  sum  of  money.  After  negotiation  Burton  went  down  to  Vir- 
ginia with  Millner  to  see  what  arrangements  could  be  made  with  the 
leaders  of  the  rebellion.  They  took  one  of  the  guns  with  them — taken 
apart  and  packed  in  their  baggage.  They  saw  at  Richmond  the  Con- 
federate Goveninient  with  which  they  made  a  contract  to  make  40,000 
of  the  rifles  at  a  stated  pi  ice. 

Burtou  and  Millner  then  returned  to  New  York  to  get  the  machinery 
and  workmen  to  manufacture  the  guns  and  shi])  them  to  Virginia  by  the 
way  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  the  ca])ture  of  which  disconcerted  their  plans. 
So  far  this  is  the  statement  of  Millner.  When  I  arrested  Millner  he 
was  in  the  act  of  paying  ^lojOOO  to  Burton  for  an  interest  in  the  gun 
and  contract.  I  arrested  Millner  on  a  warrant  issued  by  a  U.  S.  com- 
missioner, a  copy  of  which  is  appended.  After  the  arrest  of  Millner 
on  inquiry  I  found  quite  a  number  of  men  who  had  been  hired  by 
Millner  and  Burtou  to  go  on  to  Virginia.  They  were  mechanics  such 
as  would  be  employed  on  such  work. 

With  one  of  these  men  was  found  the  i)aper  money,  a  sample  qf 
which  is  annexed.  Millner  admitted  that  he  had  ordered  this  paper 
money  made.  Until  this  communication  from  ilillner  1  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  Bethel  Burtou.  1  placed  two  men  to  watch  his  liouse.  He 
absented  himself  until  the  second  night,  v.heii  he  was  found  at  about 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning  coming  to  his  house  and  was  arrested. 

I  caused  Walker's  place  of  business  to  be  watched  for  some  three 
weeks  previous  to  the  arrest,  believing  that  he  was  shipping  goods  to 
the  rebels.  I  am  informed  and  believe  that  he  shipped  large  quantities 
of  goods  ostensibly  to  Xassau,  New  Providence,  Bermuda  and  Mata- 
nioras,  Mexico,  clearing  the  vessels  for  those  ])orts,  but  really  to  North 
Carolina  by  way  of  Hatteras  Inlet.  1  am  informed  and  believe  that  a 
number  of  vessels  were  found  inside  of  Hatteras  Inlet  when  it  was 
taken  that  he  had  cleared  for  the  above  ports;  that  his  place  of  busi- 
ness was  a  rendezvous  for  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  men  who  were 
here  on  business.  The  vessels  which  he  cleared  as  above  were  cleared 
under  the  British  flag,  but  all  of  them  were  in  fact  American  vessels 

To  Mr.  Walker's  place  of  business  I  traced  George  Miles  and  ,)  G 
(ruthrey,*  and  they  were  coming  from  there  when  they  were  arrested' 
We  found  here  $30,000  of  Mr.  Millner's  money  which  he  offered  to  the 
officers  if  they  would  let  him  go  and  take  his  paper  money  with  him 
He  also  offered  it  to  me  on  same  conditions. 

ROBERT  MURRAY. 

Sworn  betbre  me  this  28th  day  of  September,  1861. 

[S.  C.  HAWLBY, 

Chief  Clerk.] 

*  See  case  of  John  Gamett  Guthrey,  p.  509  et  seq.,  aud  case  of  George  Miles,  p.  531  et  aeq. 
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[Inolosnre  No.  2.] 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  City  of  JSTew  YorTc,  ss  : 

John  S.  Young  being-  duly  sworn  dotli  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
J.  K.  Milluer  was  arrested  and  brought,  to  the  detective  oflice  and 
remained  there  and  at  the  marshal's  office  some  two  or  three  days 
before  being  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  I  liad  repeated  and  detailed  con- 
versations with  him.  I  had  been  long  on  liis  track  and  watching  for 
the  develoi)nient  of  his  schemes  to  arrest  him,  when  he  was  arrested 
by  the  marshal. 

]\rillner  said  that  he  had  made  an  arrangement  with  Bethel  Burton 
[and]  Walker,  now  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  liooney, 
who  tied  the  day  Millner  was  arrested,  by  which  he,  Millner,  Walker 
and  liooney  were  to  buy  a  i)atent  rifle  of  Bethel  Burton  and  manufac- 
ture and  sell  it  to  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  or  to  the  Confederate 
Government;  that  a  written  contract  was  made  between  them;  that 
he  (Millner)  and  Burton  had  been  to  liichmond  by  way  of  Fortress 
Monroe  and  Norfolk,  where  he  and  Burton  had  exhibited  the  rifle  to 
the  military  authorities  there,  and  made  a  contract  to  manufacture 
them  in  Eichmond— 40,000  [or]  50,000  of  the  rifles;  that  they  had 
returned  to  jSTew  York  to  procure  a  part  of  the  machinery  and  secure 
thirty  mechanics  to  send  to  liichmond  for  the  manufacture  of  the  rifles. 
These  were  to  be  forwarded  through  Hatteras  Inlet.  They  had  made 
these  arrattgements  and  were  about  to  send  forward  the  machinery- 
and  men  when  the  capture  of  Hatteras  Inlet  closed  the  communication 
of  that  route. 

When  he  was  arrested  he  was  about  jiayiug  Burton  $15,000  on  the 
purchase  of  the  patent.  He  said  we  need  not  get  affidavits  and  proofs 
against  him;  that  his  own  statement  would  be  sufficient  to  hold  him. 
He  said  he  was  to  be  the  medium  of  verbal  communication  between 
l)arties  here  and  leaders  at  the  South ;  that  it  would  not  do  to  write, 
and  that  was  worth  a  plum  in  these  times. 

JOHN  S.  YOUNG. 

[Sworn  and]  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  of  September,  1801. 

S.  C.  IIAWLEY, 

Chief  Cleric. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  October  .-!,  isoi. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir :  Yours  containing  inclosures  relating  to  the  case  of  llobei t  li. 
Walker,  of  Brooklyn,  now  conttned  at  Fort  Lafayette  [received].  I 
have  taken  .some  pains  to  inciuire  for  evidence  calculated  to  establish 
the  guilt  of  Mr.  Walker.  I  inch)se  all  there  is  to  be  found  I  think,  and 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  rei>ort: 

Bobert  li.  Walker  was  arrested  for  being  engaged  in  a  scheme  to  fur- 
nish Burton's  rifle  to  the  rebels  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States 
Government.  The  proof  against  him  consisted  in  tlie  statement  (not 
under  oath)  of  J.  K.  Millner,  of  Virginia,  now  a  prisoner  in  Fort  Lafay- 
ette. His  statement  was  to  the  efleet  that  Walker  was  a  partner  with 
himself  and  Burton.  The  particulars  of  the  scheme  as  related  by 
Millner  are  contained  in  the  testimony  wliich  I  had  the  honor  to  tr;ins- 
mit  in  Millner's  case.   All  other  circumstances  tend  to  establish  the 
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loyalty  aud  iuuoceuce  of  Mr.  Walker.     I  am  satisfied  that  no  proof  exists 
suflBcient  to  convict  Mr.  Walker,  and  I  jriust  add  that  I  am  of  opinion 
that  he  is  innocent. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 

Inclosed  herewith  find  the  documents  transmitted;  also  the  affidavit 
of  John  S.  Young. 

[Tnclosiire.] 

Metropolitan  Police  District,  ss  : 

John  S.  Young  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows: 
am  sergeant  in  the  Jletropolitan  police  of  ^e\v  York  and  have  com- 
mand of  the  detetitive  police  force.  James  P.  Bariiett  arrested  liobert 
K.  Walker,  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette,  and  I  had  interviews  with 
him  on  several  occasions  after  he  was  arrested  and  before  he  was 
sent  to  Fort  Lafayette.  Tlie  evidence  against  him  consisted  in  the 
statement  of  Millner,  who  is  a  prisoner  in  Port  Lafayette,  and  his  state- 
ment alone.  I  examined  the  papers  of  Mr.  Walker  and  his  corre- 
spondence and  found  nothing  to  implicate  him.  On  the  contrary  letters 
received  by  him  from  other  parties  indicated  that  his  letters  to  them 
were  sound  and  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  Union.  These  letters  were 
from  persons  in  Kentucky,  Ohio  and  Missouri  and  from  Philadelphia. 
He  has  a  sou  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and  another  who  is  about  to  enter 
the  army.  I  used  a  man  who  represented  himself  as  a  secessionist 
and  on  his  way  to  Fort  Lafayette  to  sound  Mr.  Walker.  He  had  con- 
versation with  him  to  find  out  what  were  his  real  views.  Mr.  Walker's 
conversation  was  entirely  faithful  to  the  Government  and  against  seces- 
sion. Millner's  statement  was  in  effect  that  he  was  a  partner  in  the 
purchase  of  the  rifle  of  Burton.  Mr.  Walker  stated  freely  that  he  had 
taken  an  interest  in  the  purchase  of  the  rifle  and  had  tried  to  get  the 
United  States  Government  to  adopt  [it] ;  had  offered  it  to  Governor 
Morgan  and  the  State  Military  Board  and  the  Union  Defense  Committee, 
but  failing  to  succeed  in  that  he  had  dropped  the  matter  and  utterly 
denied  having  any  connection  with  any  scheme  to  dispose  of  it  to  the 
rebel  authorities.  He  had  been  induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the  rifle 
by  one  Eooney.  When  the  arrest  of  Millner  was  published  llooney,  who 
was  living  in  style  in  Brooklyn,  fled,  but  Mr.  Walker  remained  at  home 
and  did  not  seek  to  evade  the  officers.  Mr.  Walker  said  it  was  hard  for 
him  to  be  shut  up  and  have  his  business  ruined  but  that  it  was  so  just 
and  necessary  that  persons  really  guilty  should  be  imprisoned  that  he 
would  try  and  bear  his  arrest  as  well  as  he  could.  Mr.  Burton  in  his 
statement  entirely  exculpates  Mr.  Walker  from  any  part  in  any  design 
to  lurnish  the  rifle  to  the  rebels. 

JOHN  S.  YOUNG. 
Sworn  before  me  this  3d  of  October,  1861. 

S.  0.  HAWLEY, 

Chief  Clerk. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  7, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  I  have  been  in  confinement  here  for  nearly  a  month  upon  orders 
from  your  Department.  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia  who  brought  some 
money  to  New  York  in  the  latter  part  of  last  March  solely  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  speculatiiif?  in  stocks.  I  have  not  used  one  dollar  for  any  other 
purpose  than  speculating  in  public  stocks  except  tlie  small  ajnount 
necessary  for  my  personal  expenses.  I  know  that  charges  to  the  con- 
trary are  made  but  they  are  not  true  and  will  not  be  sustained  by  any 
proof  that  will  satisfy  you  upon  full  investigation.  I  desire  of  course 
my  release  in  order  that  I  may  look  after  my  property  and  be  in  condi- 
tion to  look  after  my  family.  May  I  not  ask  upon  what  conditions  I 
can  obtain  my  release?  I  am  sure  that  my  purposes  and  plans  are  and 
were  altogether  innocent  in  respect  to  the  charges  made  against  me. 
I  have  no  friends  of  influence  here  to  attend  to  my  case  and  hence  I 
trust  you  will  allow  me  to  [trouble]  you  by  addressing  you  in  i)erson. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  K.  IMILLNBR. 


70  Wall  Stkeet,  New  Yokk,  October  7,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sewabd. 

SiE:  Bethel  Burton,  esq.,  now  conflued  at  Fort  Lafayette,  has  re- 
tained us  as  counsel  with  the  view  if  a  proper  case  is  presented  to 
obtain  his  discharge  from  the  fort.  In  order  that  we  may  properly 
understand  the  grounds  upon  which  he  asks  a  discharge  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  should  have  a  personal  interview  with  him,  and  our 
own  position  is  such  that  you  would  need  no  guaranty  that  the  interview 
could  not  injure  the  Government.  If  upon  investigation  we  are  not 
fully  satisfied  that  we  can  present  a  sufiScient  case  to  warrant  us  clearly 
to  ask  the  Government  for  his  discharge  we  shall  not  trouble  it. 

Will  you  oblige  us  by  giving  the  required  permission  and  believe  us, 
truly,  your  obedient  servants, 

EEEBE,  DEANE  &  DONOHUE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  17,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Mautin  Btjuke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Let  li.  li.  Walker,  a  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  be 
released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  stipulating  that  he  will  neither  enter  any  of  the  States 
in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States  Government 
nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  ])ersons  residing  in  those 
States  without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  also  that 
he  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  i)resent 
insurrection.  You  will  please  make  the  stipulations  a  part  of  the  oath. 
I  transmit  this  order  to  liobert  Murray,  esq.,  U.  S.  marshal,  who  has 
been  instructed  by  this  De]»artuientto  cause  a  police  examination  to  be 
made  in  some  cases  of  the  persons  and  baggage  of  prisoners  discharged 
from  custody  to  the  end  that  no  correspondence  or  other  improper 
papers  be  conveyed  by  them  to  persons  outside  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


I,  Robert  R.  Walker,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
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standing;  and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  fnll  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  iDCutal  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithl'ully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  refjuired  of  me  by  law;  and  also  tliat  I  will  neither  enter  any 
of  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Government  nor  hold  any  correspondence  whatever  with  persons  resid- 
ing in  those  States  without  ])ermission  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State ;  and 
also  that  1  will  not  do  anything  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the 
present  insurrection. 

KOBEET  It.  WAI.KEK. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  nie  this  19th  day  of  October,  1861. 

J.  C.  LAY, 
Mnt  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 


Office  of  the  Sxtpt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  October  20,  1861. 

F.  "W.  Seward,  l<]sq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  *  *  *  1  see  that  Mr.  R.R.Walker  has  been  discharged 
from  Fort  Lafayette.  Had  1  supposed  that  liis  detention  was  a  matter 
of  consideration  I  would  have  referred  you  to  a  com])etcnt  Avitness  to 
show  the  i)ositioii  he  had  taken  before  the  discovery  of  his  complicity 
in  tlie  transaction  between  Millner  and  the  inventor  of  the  breech- 
loading  gun.  J  have  in  my  possession  a  letter  found  among  Walker's 
papers  addressed  to  him  by  a  loyal  man  in  Cincinnati,  evidently  in  reply 
to  a  disloyal  letter  from  Walker.  That  man  can  be  found  and  possibly 
the  letter  he  replied  to  which  would  enable  you  to  judge  of  his  sincerity. 
Truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 
SujJeriutencleHt. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  3-1,  1801. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  ask  for  my  release  from  (ioniinement  under  which 
I  have  for  six  weeks  suffered.  I  am  a  citizen  of  Danville,  Va.,  and 
have  been  interested  in  banks  and  stocks.  I  am  a  Union  man  and 
^■oted  in  Virginia  against  my  own  uncle  who  was  a  secession  candidate. 
1  have  never  been  engaged  in  intentional  treasonable  acts  against  the 
United  States  Government,  and  have  never  conveyed  any  political  or 
military  intelligence  or  intelligence  of  any  otlier  kind  detrimental  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  am  M'illing  to  give  the  same 
])aiole  as  that  given  by  Mr.  Guthrey,  of  Virginia,  who  has  been 
released. 

Yours,  lespectfully, 

J.  K.  MILLNEK. 

New  York,  October  38,  1861. 
Hon.  W.H.  Seward:  ' 

1  earnestly  re(!ommend  the  immediate  release  from  Fort  Lafayette  of 
J.  K.  Millner  and  diaries  Koi)per]*  upon  the  same  parole+  as  Ohapin, 
before  their  removal  to  Fort  Warren  tomorrow.  I  will  be  personally 
responsible  for  them. 

W.  n.  LUDLOW. 

*  For  case  of  Kopperl  see  p.  485  et  seq^.  t  Not  found,  " 
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Confidential.]  U.  S.  Marshal's  Opfioe, 

New  York,  November  1, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  1  have  been  importuned 
by  a  great  many  lawyers  and  others  representing  themselves  to  be 
friends  of  Mr.  Millner,  who  was  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette  for  his  seces- 
sion proclivities  and  subsequently  removed  to  Boston,  to  assist  in  pro- 
curing his  release.  On  my  visiting  the  foit  on  Sunday  I  learned  from 
him  that  he  had  offered  a,  fee  of  $li,()00  to  any  party  or  parties  who 
could  eflect  his  liberation.  Hence  the  anxiety  and  imi)ortunity  evinced 
by  certain  parties  to  aid  him  in  his  endeavors.  As  I  have  no  doubt 
that  yon  will  be  similarly  importuned  I  deem  it  only  right  and  proper 
that  I  should  put  you  in  possession  of  the  object  the  parties  have  in 
view  to  procure  his  release.  He  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  shrewdest 
and  cleverest  men  that  has  been  arrested,  and  will  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  procure  his  liberation  by  any  means  he  can  resort  to. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

EOBEET   MUEKAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston,  November  12, 1861. 
His  Excellency  President  Lincoln,  Washington,  J).  C. 

Sir  :  I  was  arrested  in  Brooklyn  on  the  12th  day  of  September  last. 
I  have  never  had  any  charge  made  against  me  up  to  the  present  time. 
I  am  therefore  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  charge  is,  and  respectfully 
ask  that  my  case  be  brought  to  a  trial — if  guilty  convicted ;  if  not 
allow  me  to  go  to  the  support  of  my  helpless  family,  who  are  now  suffer- 
ing for  the  necessaries  of  life  in  consequence  of  me  their  only  support 
[being]  taken  from  them.  My  wife  in  all  probability  is  just  now  in  her 
confinement,  without  funds  and  surrouiided  by  a  small  family. 

As  to  my  case  1  would  refer  you  to  Reverend  Doctor  Buddington,  of 
the  Clinton  Avenue  Congregational  Church,  Brooklyn ;  that  is  my  social 
position  and  standing  in  the  community  amongst  whom  I  dwell.  Now 
as  to  cause  of  my  imprisonment;  so  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  papers 
of  New  York  and  the  two  individuals  imprisoned  with  me  in  Fort 
Lafayette  they  are  true  in  part  as  follows:  I  employed  Mr.  Walker 
as  agent  on  commission  to  sell  for  me  a  patent  right  for  a  gun  in  the 
United  States,  France,  England  and  Belgium.  He  introduced  me  to 
several  persons,  amongst  whom  was  Mr,  Millner,  the  individual  now 
imprisoned  with  me.  Bach  and  all  including  the  latter  utterly  refused 
to  purchase  the  right  in  said  gun  or  any  part,  parcel  or  interest  in 
said  gun,  which  is  all  the  cause  I  can  assign  for  my  arrest  and  impris- 
onment and  Mr.  Walker  being  allowed  to  go  clear,  the  only  one  with 
whom  I  had  any  transactions  in  the  case. 

I  am  1  think  entitled  to  a  hearing  or  a  trial,  but  give  me  a  fair 
chance  for  my  life.  I  might  with  the  same  propriety  be  held  res])onsible 
ibr  being  introduced  to  others  for  the  purpose  of  dis])osing  of  my 
patent.  I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  the  Administration  for 
being  stringent  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  but  I  do  feel  as 
though  there  is  done  me  a  grievous  wrong,  and  trust  in  you,  sir,  for  the 
sake  of  my  wife  and  children.  That  alone,  sir,  even  though  I  was 
guilty  will  I  trust  for  their  sake  induce  you  to  show  me  an  act  of  kind- 
ness never  to  be  forgotten,  as  my  wife  and  children  are  to  me  the  only 
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comfort  ou  earth,  for  wbom  I  live  and  exist.  I  pray  you,  sir,  that  you 
will  restore  me  once  more  to  them.  Anything  you  require  of  me  in  my 
power  I  will  comply  with,  and  shall  consider  myself  under  everlasting 
obligations  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble 

servant, 

BETHEL  BUKTON. 


413  Broome  Street,  New  York,  November  25,  1861. 
F.  "W,  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:    *    *    *    a  reconsideration  of  Mr.  Millner's  case  does  not 
change  my  conclusion.    If  you  will  refer  to  the  papers  on  file  in  your 
Department  relating  to  him  you  will  find  grounds  I  think  for  allowing 
him  to  remain  where  he  is.    *    *     * 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'  Jw         '  y    ^,    HAWLEY. 


U.  S.  MARSHAL'^  Office,  Boston,  November  28, 1861. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Sir:  *  »  *  I  learn  from  one  of  those  discharged  to-day  that  Bethel 
Burton,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  boasted  that  he  had  sold  a  new  gun  to 
the  rebels  at  Eichmond  and  had  men  employed  there  manufacturing 
the  gun,  and  that  he  would  take  the  oath  and  regard  it  of  no  sort  of 
force  or  obligation  whenever  by  so  doing  he  could  get  liberated,  and  I 
mention  it  to  you  in  order  to  prevent  the  imposition  he  would  delight 
to  practice  on  the  Government.    *     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  KEYES, 

V.  S.  MarstMl. 


Fort  Warren,  November  28,  1861. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  U.  S.  marshal  of  Boston  came  down  here  to-day  and 
read  your  order*  in  regard  to  em])loying  counsel  to  obtain  releases,  and 
if  the  prisoners  have  any  requests  to  make  to  direct  them  to  you  in 
]ierson.  All  1  have  to  say  in  my  case  is  that  I  am  willing  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  on  condi- 
tion of  obtaining  my  release  and  also  not  to  return  to  Virginia  or  any 
of  the  seceding  States  without  permission  from  you.  Having  written 
to  you  some  time  ago  and  never  hearing  from  you  in  regard  to  my  case 
I  thought  that  in  the  crowd  of  business  necessarily  upon  you  that  you 
had  overlooked  my  case,  and  I  requested  my  friends  outside  to  make 
an  effort  to  obtain  my  release,  which  of  course  they  have  not  done  nor 
could  not  do  until  I  made  my  request  directly  to  you  which  is  much  the 
best  plan. 

Hoping  you  will  give  my  case  your  early  attention  I  remain,  yours, 
respectfully, 

J.  K.  MILLNEK. 


'  See  }).  15X  for  Seward  to  Keyes,  November  26. 
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Fort  Lafayettk,  December  1, 186]. 
Hou.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  Thinking  tbat  it  was  best  to  Lave  my  case  presented  to 
you  by  some  person  with  whom  you  were  acquainted  I  recjuested  Mr. 
VV.  H.  Ludlow*  to  see  you  in  my  behalf  but  from  your  letter  the  other 
day  1  think  it  best  to  apply  to  you  in  person  in  my  own  behalf.  As  I 
have  been  confined  some  three  months  now  and  Mr.  Walker  who  was 
arrested  under  the  same  charge  has  been  released  I  am  compelled  to 
think  if  you  would  investigate  my  case  you  would  set  me  at  liberty. 

Hoping  and  believing  that  you  will  do  nie  the  justice  to  once  more 
give  me  my  liberty,  1  remain,  yours,  respectfully,  - 

J.  K.  MILLNEK. 

P.  S. — I  have  not  paid  Mr.  Ludlow  any  money,  nor  neither  will  do 
so  so  long  as  it  is  against  your  orders. 

_  J.  K,  M. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston,  December  2, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  I  was  arrested  in  Brooklyn  September  12.  Since  that  time  I  have 
been  closely  confined.  I  have  a  family  of  three  children.  My  wife  has 
iust  been  confined  of  a  still-born  baby  caused  from  her  troubles  and 
anxiety  of  mind.  I  had  some  means  when  arrested  which  is  now 
exhausted,  and  my  further  confinement  here  is  the  more  harassing  to  me 
because  productive  of  misery  to  them. 

A  few  days  ago  an  ordert  was  read  by  the  TJ,  S.  marshal  of  this  place 
directing  that  application  be  made  direct  to  the  Department  of  State 
for  an  examination  of  their  case.  Being  perfectly  conscious  of  never 
having  been  engaged  either  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  act  inimical  to 
the  Federal  Government  I  believe  that  an  investigation  of  my  case  must 
result  in  my  immediate  discharge,  and  therefore  respectfully  request  the 
Department  to  take  action  on  the  case,  which  I  again  respectfully  insist 
must  result  in  my  relief  from  this  distressing  condition  in  which  I  and 
my  family  are  now  placed.  Did  1  know  the  charge  against  me  I  might 
be  able  to  defend  myself  from  the  odium  thrown  on  my  character. 
Until  I  hear  from  the  Department  I  refrain  from  any  further  communica- 
tion on  the  subject. 

The  early  attention  of  the  Department  will  much  oblige,  your  obedient 

servant, 

'  BETHEL  BURTON. 

P.  S.— I  am  and  always  was  a  Union  man.  I  am  ready  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  oath  administered  to  other  prisoners  on 
condition  of  my  release.  I  can  prove  my  sincerity  to  the-  Union  by  the 
highest  authority  when  called  upon  to  do  so. 

_  B.  B. 

FOET  Waeeen,  Boston  Harbor,  December  30, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States,  Washington. 
Sir:  I  was  arrested  in  New  York  on  September  10, 1861,  by  Marshal 
Murray  acting  under  orders  received  from  the  Department  of  State 

"ConcerninE  Lndlow  see  Hawley  to  Seward,  November  25,  p.  149;  Seward  to 
Colonels  Dimick,  Burke  and  Loomis,  November  26,  p.  151,  and  same  to  Burke  and 
Diraick,  November  27,  p.  153 ;  Murray  to  Seward,  December  7,  with  its  inclosures, 

T.       171 

o  Keyes,  November  26. 
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and  have  been  confined  since  that  time  in  Forts  Lafayette  and  Warren, 
the  latter  being  my  present  place  of  conliuemeut.  Since  my  arrest 
suits  have  been  instituted  in  the  courts  of  New  York  against  me 
amounting  to  over  $30,000,  which  amount  I  have  on  deposit  there  and 
has  been  there  since  April  1, 1861.  The  object  of  the  suits  is  the  con- 
fiscation of  my  property.  My  object  in  writing  to  Tour  Excellency  is 
that  1  may  be  allowed  my  liberty  to  attend  the  said  suits  upon  such 
terms  as  you  may  designate.  Although  a  native  of  Virginia  my  prop- 
erty is  in  New  York.  1  have  therefore  no  desire  to  go  South.  I  only 
ask  to  be  permitted  to  defend  my  property  in  suit.  Evil-disposed  per- 
sons, my  enemies,  are  endeavoring  to  have  my  property  confiscated 
whilst  I  am  here,  well  knowing  were  1  at  liberty  they  could  not  accom- 
plish their  designs.  I  am  willing  to  enter  into  any  obligation  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require  of  me. 

Hoping  this  matter  will  receive  your  speedy  attention  I  am,  with 
great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MILLNER. 


Fort  Warren,  January  8,  J863. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  been  in  confinement  now  for  four  months  I  make 
a  request  of  you  to  release  me  on  parole  to  visit  New  York  on  business 
and  I  will  report  myself  here  at  the  expiration  of  my  parole  or  to  the 
U.  S.  marshal  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  you  may  direct. 

Hoping  you  will  see  proper  to  comply  with  my  request  I  remain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MILLNER. 

Fort  Warren,  January  23, 18G2. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  I  am  now  nearly  five  months  in  prison.  I  have  during  that 
time  made  several  appeals  to  you  to  the  end  that  I  might  procure  my 
release.  I  am  confident  that  I  have  not  violated  any  law  at  any  time, 
and  it  is  with  this  feeling  that  I  now  persist  in  urging  upon  you  a 
speedy  trial  or  a  release  from  prison.  Pecuniary  circumstances  press 
heavily  on  me;  the  toil  of  years  is  about  to  be  torn  from  my  grasp,  and 
those  whom  I  thought  were  my  friends  would  now  prefer  keeping  me 
here  for  selfish  purposes. 

1  am  willing  to  accept  any  terms  to  procure  my  release,  an  oath  or 
a  parole,  although  I  think  either  uncalled  for  in  my  case. 

Hoping  you  will  consider  this  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  I  am,  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

BETHEL  BURTON, 

Fort  Warren,  January  33, 1862. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  Will  you  release  me  on  parole  for  thirty  days  to  visit 
New  York  City  upon  some  private  business  that  needs  my  personal 
attention? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  K.  MILLNER. 


SUSPECTED   AND   DISLOYAL   PERSONS,  765 

New  York,  February  15, 1862. 
F.  W.  Seward,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Bethel  Burton,  a  citizen  of  Brooklyn,  was  a  prisoner  in  Fort 
Warren.  I  have  seen  no  notice  of  his  release.  If  he  is  not  released  I 
think  he  should  be.  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  loyalty.  His  oflteuse  was 
the  same  as  Senator  Bright's,  only  the  Senator  acted  from  an  impulse 
of  political  infidelity  and  Mr.  Burton  from  the  attractions  of  commer- 
cial speculation.  He  offered  a  patent  rifle  to  the  (Jonfederate  authori- 
ties, lie  has  been  Avell  punished  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he  may  be 
released  with  safety.  He  has  always  been  desirous  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance.  1  have  no  means  of  knowing  (except  through  casual  reports 
in  the  i)apers)  what  prisoners  are  discharged  and  therefore  this  may 
be  in  behalf  of  one  already  discharged. 

I  think  the  time  is  approaching  if  it  has  not  already  come  when 
numbers  of  political  prisoners  might  with  safety  be  released.    1  am  so 
impressed  that  future  trouble  may  grow  out  of  tlieso  arrests  and  deten- 
tions that  1  intend  to  write  you  on  the  subject  when  1  get  time. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 


War  Department,  Washington,  February  17, 1862. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel:  You  may  release  Mr.  Bethel  Burton  on  his  giving  his 
written  parole  of  honor  that  he  will  I'eiider  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  colonel,  &c., 

E.  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Fort  Warren,  February  24, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  be  released  from  this  place 
ui>oii  the  same  terms  you  have  given  to  other  prisoners. 

Hoping  you  will  cQ»uply  with  my  reijuest  J  remain,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  K.  MTLLNER, 

Of  Danville,  Va. 

Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  March  17, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  15th  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that     *    »    *     Bethel  Burton  ordered  to  be  released  on  21st  ultimo 
had  already  been  released  by  the  Secretary's  order  of  tlie  17th  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  with  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  J.  DIMICK, 

Colonel  First  Artillery  and  Brevet  Colonel,  Commanding  I'ost. 


76  Water  Street,  New  York,  March  28, 1862. 
Hon.  Secretary  Seward,  Washington,  1).  C. 

Dear  Sir:   At  the  time  of  your  ordering  my  arrest  and  confine- 
ment in  Fort  Lafayette  last  September,  10th,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  or 
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authorities  here  all  my  books  and  papers  were  carried  away  from  my 
place  of  business  iu  this  city  and  my  residence  in  Brooklyn  during  my 
confinement  of  nearly  two  months,  and  subsequently  most  of  my  papers 
and  books  Lave  been  returned,  but  there  is  still  retained  trona  me  my 
letter  copying  book  and  other  papers  for  which  I  have  made  application 
both  in  person  and  by  letter  and  orders  by  otliers  to  I  believe  all  the 
authorities  of  tlie  city  in  whose  hands  they  would  likely  be,  but  without 
any  success  further  than  promising  they  would  look  them  up.  You  Avill 
]»ardon  my  intrusion  upon  your  valuable  time  in  this  my  case,  but  the 
delay  and  inconvenience  to  me  by  being  kept  out  of  i)apers  are  of  a 
serious  character  in  my  efl'orts  to  recover  jiiy  business  from  the  shock 
it  got  in  by  my  absence  last  fall.  Again  pardon  me  iu  asking  your 
attention  and  direction  to  the  proper  parties  here  requesting  their 
immediate  attention. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  11.  WALKElt. 


Commission  Eelatinci  to  Statu  Piiisoneks, 

Boston,  May  7,  186-'. 
Col.  Justin  Dimick,  Fort  Warren,  Boston. 

Colonel  :  The  following  persons  having  complied  with  the  conditions 
required  by  the  Commission  you  will  please  discharge  them,  vi/ ;    *    *    * 
J.  K.  Millner.    *    *    *    You  Avill  at  the  same  time  return  to  each  of 
them  any  i)roi)erty  in  your  possession  belonging  to  them. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  D.  WEBSTEll.      . 


May  7,  1802. 
I,  J.  K.  Millner,  of  Danville,  Va.,  do  hereby  give  my  parole  of  honor 
that  I  will  render  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  I  will  not  go  into  any  of 
the  States  in  armed  insurrection  against  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  nor  correspond  with  persons  residing  therein 
without  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

„.        ,  .  .1.  K.  MILLNEK. 

Signed  in  the  presence  of — 

E.  D.  VVEBSTEli, 

/Secretary. 

Case  of  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley. 

Marcus  0.  Stanley  was  arrested  in  New  York  September  11  1861 
and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette  by  oider  of  the  Secretary  of  State' 
He  was  charged  with  inducing  many  [men]  to  desert  from  the  Empire 
City  Kegiment,  thereby  breaking  up  that  regiment:  also  with  interfer- 
ing with  and  preventing  enlistments  into  the  U.  S.  service  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  September  '21  1801 
directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Port  Lafayette,  to  release  Stan- 
ley on  Ins  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  accordingly  released 
Septendjcr  21,  imi.— From  Eecord  Book,  State  Department,  "Arrests  for 
Disloyalty."  •' 
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TJ.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  York,  September  10, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  ])lease  find  afQdavits  of  Andrew  Sheehan  and 
Charles  Diamond  in  reference  to  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley.  They  speak 
for  themselves.  I  await  your  reply  iu  regard  to  what  action  to  take  in 
the  matter. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

ROBERT  MUERAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

[Incloaure  No.  1.] 

United  States  of  America,  1 

City  and  County  of  New  TorTc,  ss: 
Andrew  Sheehan,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn  says 
that  in  April  and  May  last  deponent  raised  a  regiment  of  troops  for 
the  Federal  Government  consisting  of  between  800  and  900  men  which 
were  inspected  by  the  Military  Board,  and  that  such  regiment  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Empire  City  Regiment;  that  this  deponent 
was  elected  colonel  of  the  regiment;  that  after  said  regiment  was 
raised  and  inspected  by  order  of  the  State  Military  Board  and  ready  to 
be  mustered  into  the  service  one  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  who  was  well  and  intimately  acquainted  with  many  of 
the  men  whom  deponent  had  enlist«d,  commenced  a  series  of  acts  for 
the  purpose  of  breaking  up  said  regiment;  that  said  Stanley  met 
deponent  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  or  about  the  25th  day  of  May 
last  and  told  deponent  that  he  should  not  take  his  men  South  to  fight 
against  the  Confederate  troops;  that  he  (Stanley)  had  the  power  to 
<  •  break  up  the  regiment,  and  that  he  would  do  so  if  it  cost  him  all  the 
money  he  had  or  could  raise;  that  soon  after  this  said  Stanley  com- 
menced tampering  with  deponent's  men,  and  deponent's  men  com- 
menced leaving  the  regiment;  that  said  Stanley  distributed  money 
amongst  the  men  to  induce  them  to  desert  and  that  by  his  acts  he  eflec- 
tually  broke  up  the  regiment  and  prevented  deponent  from  continuing 
the  organization.  And  this  deponent  further  says  that  but  for  the 
acts  of  the  said  Stanley  deponent  verily  believes  the  said  regiment 
would  at  this  day  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  And  this 
dei)onent  verily  believes  that  said  Stanley  sympathizes  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy;  that  deponent's  belief  is  founded  on  the  acts  of  said 
Stanley  and  his  repeated  declarations  as  to  the  ultimate  success  of  the 
war.  Wherefore  the  deponent  prays  that  said  Stanley  may  be  arrested 
and  held  to  answer. 

ANDREW  SHEEHAN. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  September,  1861. 

R.  E.  STILWELL, 
U,  8.  Commissioner. 

[Inclosurc  No.  2.] 

United  States  of  America, 

City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss : 
Charles  Diamond  being  duly  sworn  says  that  he  is  now  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Thirty-second  Regiment,  Company  K,  of  the  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
which  company  is  now  stationed  at  Alexandria,  Va. ;  that  deponent  is 
now  detailed  to  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  for 
the  said  regiment;  that  deponent's  recruiting  station  is  at  No.  454 
Broadway;  that  since  deponent  has  been  trying  to  obtain  recruits  he 
has  been  interfered  with  by  one  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley:  that  said 
Stanley  has  been  frequently  hanging  around  deponent's  recruiting 
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station  and  when  men  liave  applied  be  has  as  deponent  has  reason  to 
believe  and  does  believe  prevented  them  from  enlisting;  that  said 
Stanley  has  had  men  constantly  around  deponent's  station,  and  that 
these  men  take  oif  the  men  who  make  application  and  prevent  by  some 
means  their  enlisting;  that  deponent  has  frequently  seen  said  Stanley 
in  company  and  in  communication  with  the  men  who  deponent  knows 
interfere  with  his  enlisting  recruits;  that  the  acts  of  said  Stanley 
deponent  verily  believes  have  prevented  his  enlistments ;  that  deponent 
believes  but  for  said  Stanley's  acts  he  could  have  enlisted  100  men, 
whereas  he  has  enlisted  but  five  men  in  the  city  of  New  York;  that  in 
some  instances  the  men  would  sign  their  names  and  immediately  on 
going  out  would  be  taken  up  by  the  men  employed  by  said  Stanley 
and  that  they  would  never  return;  that  deponent  verily  believes  said 
Stanley  is  engaged  in  preventing  men  from  enlisting. 

^  CHAELES  DIAMOND, 

Lieutenant. 

Sworn  to  before  me  this  3d  day  of  September,  1861. 

E.  B.  STILWELL, 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
Egbert  Murray,  U.  S.  Marshal,  New  York  : 

Your  letter  and   telegram*   received.    Arrest  Marcus   C.  Stanley 
*    *    *    and  send  [himl  to  Fort  Lafayette. 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAED. 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  York,  September  12,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  arrested    *     *     *     Marcus 
Cicero  Stanley  who  is  now  at  Fort  Lafayette.    *    *    * 
Yours,  respectfully, 

EOBEET  MUEEAY, 
U.  S.  Marshal. 

September  14, 1861. 
[Hon.  William  H.  Seward.] 

Dear  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  say  privately  that  I  think  the  arrest  of  M.  C. 
Stanley  is  a  mistake  unless  you  have  put  him  there  to  obtain  informa- 
tion from  the  inmates.  If  he  is  there  for  that  purpose  all  right;  he  is 
just  the  man  for  the  business.  I  know  of  none  who  could  exceed  him 
in  tact  and  general  capacity.  What  he  did  in  breaking  up  the  Empire 
Eegiment  he  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  community  for,  and  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  his  course  has  been  eminently  patriotic. 

J.  A.  KENNEDY. 

New  York,  September  14, 1861. 
M.  G.  Flanagan,  KirkwooWs: 

The  affidavit  against  Stanley  is  made  by  Andrew  Sheehan,  profes- 
sional gambler  and  pugilist.  Don't  fail  to  see  Judge  Welsh.  He  is 
now  with  [John]  McLeod  Murphy's  regiment. 

G.  W[ILKES]. 

*  Telegram  not  fouad. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  16, 1861. 
Seth  C.  Hawlev,  Esq.,  New   York. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  iuclo.se  herewith  the  papers  relating  to  the  case 
of  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley,  a  prisoner  now  confined  in  Fort  Lafayette. 
Will  you  please  give  these  papers  an  early  examination  and  return 
them  to  this  Department  witli  your  opinion  on  the  case? 
Yours,  very  truly, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

IT.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  New  York,  September  16, 1861. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Having  received  several  communications*  in  regard  to  the  arrest 
of  Marcus  C.  Stanley  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inclose  them  to  you  without 
expressing  any  opinion  of  my  own  in  relation  to  them. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

EOBEET  MUEEAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  17, 1861. 
John  A.  Kennedy,  Esq., 

Superintendent  of  Police,  Neic  York. 
Dear  Sir:  *  *  *  Mr.  Hawley,  of  the  police, has  been  employed 
to  investigate  the  case  of  Stanley,  res])ecting  which  nothing  further  can 
be  done  until  a  report  shall  have  been  received.  You  are  probably 
aware  that  he  was  arrested  upon  a  charge  of  dissuading  persons  from 
enlisting. 

I  am,  yours,  truly, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Central  Department  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  September  is.  1861. 
F.  W.  Seward, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  16th  instant  witli  inclosures  relating  to  the 
case  of  M.  C.  Stanley  is  received.  Tlie  papers  inclosed  that  relate  to 
Stanley's  case  are  an  affidavit  of  Charles  Diamond  and  one  of  Andrew 
Sliei'han.  1  notice  other  papers  among  the  inclosures  which  relate  to 
the  case  of  John  K.  Millner.t  They  do  not  seem  to  be  connected  with 
the  question  of  Stanley's  guilt  or  innocence. 

If  it  should  be  proved  that  Stanley  had  succeeded  in  breaking  up  the 
reijiment  which  was  to  have  been  commanded  by  Andrew  Sheehan,  as 
is  chaiged  in  his  affidavit,  lie  might  nevertheless  be  loyal  to  the  United 
States  (Tovernment.  Large  numbers  of  the  best  citizens  of  New  York 
were  indisposed  to  hfive  a  regiment  go  forward  organized,  composed 
and  commanded  as  that  was.  I  believe  the  State  Military  Board  were 
ol'  the  same  way  of  thinking.    The  aflidavit  of  Cliarles  Diamond  is 

'Omitted;  they  wero  affidavits  and  statements  of  prominent  citizens  of  New  York 
establishing  th<!  loyalty  of  St.nnley. 
tSce  case  of  Milliier,  p.  749  el  sei/. 
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more  to  the  point,  but  the  facts  alleged  therein  when  separated  from 
the  inferences  and  opinions  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  innocence  of 
Mr.  Stanley.  Large  numbers  of  recruiting  stations  have  been  opened 
in  this  city.  Great  competition  has  existed  between  them.  Numbers 
of  most  earnest  patriots  have  been  busy  in  securing  enlistments  into 
the  particular  corps  in  the  success  of  which  they  have  felt  interested, 
nor  have  they  hesitated  to  get  men  away  from  each  other  when  oppor- 
tunity offered.  But  such  acts  are  not  treasonable;  they  result  from  a 
possible  excess  of  loyal  zeal. 

Upon  the  testimony  submitted  by  you  the  arrest  of  Stanley  would  be 
justified  although  it  would  not  be  clearly  suflUcientto  convict  him  of  any 
crime,  and  looking  upon  that  testimony  alone  I  should  be  of  opinion 
that  he  should  be  held  for  the  present.  Considering,  however,  that 
your  object  is  simply  to  arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  as  to  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  Mr.  Stanley  I  venture  to  transmit  a  mass  of  testimony  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Stanley  which  has  been  volunteered  by  the  several  per- 
sons whose  aflidavits  are  inclosed.  These  affidavits  show  that  Mr. 
Stanley  has  openly  carried  the  American  flag,  talked  strongly  for  the 
Government  and  against  rebellion,  been  active  in  securing  enlistments 
for  the  Federal  Army,  paid  numerous  and  considerable  sums  of  money 
to  aid  the  raising  of  loyal  troops,  been  at  the  cost  of  a  stand  of  colors 
to  be  presented  to  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  United  States  would  put  down  the  rebellion  in  a  short  time  and 
advised  investments  in  the  Federal  loan.  These  facts  are  quite  incon- 
sistent with  treasonable  practices  or  even  sympathy  with  rebellion ; 
they  are  earmarks  of  loyalty.  They  could  not  have  been  pretenses  to 
cover  up  such  trifling  practices  as  are  charged  in  the  affidavits  against 
him. 

If  therefore  you  will  allow  me  to  consider  all  the  testimony  contained 
in  all  the  affidavits  against  and  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stanley  I  should 
decide  without  hesitation  that  Marcus  C.  Stanley  is  a  loyal  man, 
earnestly  devoted  to  and  desiring  the  success  of  the  United  States 
Government  in  its  contest  with  rebellion  and  not  guilty  of  the  charges 
contained  in  the  affidavits  of  Andrew  Sheehan  and  Charles  Diamond. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

SETH  C.  HAWLEY. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  documents  forwarded*  me  and  also  affidavits 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Stanley  made  by  J.  11.  Godwin,  Alexander  Ward, 
William  Ryan,  Francis  Clark,  John  Clancy,  Jacob  L.  iJodge,  Henry  L 
Jewell  and  John  A.  Duff.t 

S.  0.  H. 

Central  Department  op  the  Metropolitan  Police 

_  „    „  ^ew  York,  September  19,  1861. 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Ansistant  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  17th|  covering  further  documents  relatine 
to  the  case  of  M.  C.  Stanley  is  received.  They  contain  cumulativl 
evidence  of  the  loyalty  of  Mr.  Stanley.  You  will  have  received  my  com- 
munication on  this  subject  forwarded  last  evening.  These  papers 
strengthen  my  conclusion  and  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  it.    Whatever 

•Affidavits  of  Slieebau  and  Diamond. 
tOniitted;  substance  stated  iu  Hawlev's  renort 
JNotfouud.  ^ 
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may  have  been  the  antecedents  of  Mr.  Stanley  I  do  not  think  that 
treason  to  the  Goveriiment  is  justly  imputed  to  him,  and  hope  that  the 
Department  of  State  may  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

S.  C.  HAWLEY. 
I  inclose  herewith  the  documents  transmitted. 


Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton  : 

You  will  discharge  M.  C.  Stanley  upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  September  21, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  Washington  City,  B.  C. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  oath  of  allegiance  taken  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  and  in  obedience  to  your  disi)atcli  of  this  day  he  is  discharged. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAKTIN  BUliKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Inclosure.] 

State  of  Nisw  York,  County  of  Kings,  ss : 

I,  Marcus  C.  Stanley,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic;  or  foreign,  and  that  I  wdl  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever. 
So  help  me  God. 

M.  C.  STANLEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  2lst  day  of  September,  1861. 

GHAliLES  W.  CHUKOII, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Office  of  the  Supt.  of  the  Metropolitan  Police, 

New  York,  September  23,  1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  is  Mr.  Marcus  Cicero  Stanley,  late  from  Fort 
Lafayette.     He  is  capable  of  imparting  information  to  you  that  may  be 
useful  in  regard  to  that  institution. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  KENNEDY, 

Superintendent. 


Case  of  James  W.  Wall. 


Wall  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  at  Burlington, 
N.  .1.,  by  the  U.  S.  marshal  of  that  State  and  committed  to  Fort  Lafay- 
ette September  11,  1801.  From  the  papers  on  file  in  the  Department 
of  State  it  appears  that  Wall  was  a  contributor  to  the  columns  of  the 
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New  York  News,  and  an  active  supi>orter  of  the  obnoxious  and  dan- 
gerous principles  disseminated  by  that  sheet  previous  to  the  withdrawal 
from  it  by  the  Government  of  the  i)rivilcge  of  mail  facilities  and  its 
subsequent  suppression,  lie  was  also  represented  to  have  been  a 
brawling,  noisy  secessionist  and  as  having  exulted  over  the  defeat  of 
the  U.  S.  troops  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Hun.  September  21,  1861,  an 
order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  directing  Ijieutenant- 
Golonel  Burke,  commandn)g  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Wall  on  his 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  accordingly  released  September  24,  1801. — From  Record  Book, 
State  Department,  ^^ Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 


Wak  1  )epautmen'J',  SqptemVcr  J.  ISCl. 
U.  S.  Marshal,  District  of  Neu-  Jersey. 

Sir:  You  will  please  forthwith  arrest  James  W.  AVall,  of  Burlington, 
N.  .J.,  and  convey  him  to  Fort  Ijatiiyette,  New  York  Harbor,  and  deliver 
him  to  tlie  (;ommanding  officer  at  that  place. 
KespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMEKON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Steam-boat,  Wednesday,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Suddenly  this  afternoon  I  was  torn  from  my  home,  from  a  sick  wife  and 
frantic  children  by  an  order  signed  by  yourself.  What  is  my  offense'? 
I  have  been  in  favor  of  peace  and  have  written  in  its  favor,  but  I  defy 
the  world  to  lay  their  linger  upon  a  single  act  that  can  by  the  most  vio- 
lent construction  be  tortured  inta  treason.  I  have  never  by  act,  word 
or  deed  held  communication  with  the  enemy  south  of  the  Potomac.  I 
come  of  Revolutionary  blood  on  both  sides  and  would  scoru  to  do  an 
act  that  would  compromise  or  cast  dishonor  on  such  a  birthright.  I 
long  for  peace  and  a'cessation  of  this  terrible  strife.  If  such  be  a  crime 
then  am  1  a  criminal.  l\\  the  present  condition  of  my  health,  laboring 
under  an  internal  disorder,  confinement  for  but  a  few  weeks  will  aggra- 
vate it  and  may  be  fatal  in  its  results.  I  have  left  my  wife  in  a  frantic 
condition  and  my  business  arrangements  are  such  that  in  my  absence  I 
shall  be  subjected  to  serious  loss.  Some  malicious  informer  has  evi- 
dently got  your  ear.  You  are  welcome  to  make  search  among  my 
papers.  1  never  wrote  a  letter  south  of  the  Potomac  and  during  the 
troubles  of  the  country  have  never  had  any  comnmnication  with  those 
in  arms  against  the  Government.  I  did  accidentally  see  a  letter  in  the 
hands  of  a  friend  from  an  old  (!ollege  mate  who  was  an  officer  at 
Manassas,  giving  an  account  of  the  strength  of  the  fortiiications  and 
of  which  information  I  availed  myself  by  dropping  a  line  to  General 
Scott  anonymously  warning  him  of  an  advance  of  the  array  before  he 
was  able  to  cope  with  such  strength.  1  also  used  that  information  in 
an  article  in  the  Daily  News  warning  the  Government.  I  am  more  loyal 
today  to  the  Government  than  many  a  loud-mouthed  pretender  whose 
loyalty  can  only  be  measured  by  his  interests.  1  know  that  you  do  not 
desire  to  do  a  flagrant  act  of  injustice.  You  do  not  desire  to  persecute 
an  innocent  man  and  destroy  the  happiness  of  the  most  loving  faudly 
on  earth.  I  shall  await  your  reply. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 
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Princeton,  N.  J.,  fieptemher  12,  JSni. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed. 

Deak  Sir  :  For  informatiou  we  would  ask  by  what  authority  under 
tbe  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  numerous  arrests 
have  been  made  tliroughout  tlie  North,  especially  the  arrest  of  Col. 
.lauies  W.  Wall,  of  Burlington,  IS".  J.,  a  man  whose  only  offense  appears 
to  the  public  to  be  a  letter  addressed  to  Secretary  Blair  on  the  freedom 
ot  the  i)ress. 

Yours,  witli  respect, 

SAML.  E.  COMFOliT. 

HENKY  L.  K.  VANDYKE. 

M.  MACDONALD. 

A.  MAODONALD. 


Fort  Lafayette,  September  18, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Sir:  1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  my  wife  informing  me  that 
Captain  Burling  had  charged  me  with  attempting  to  prevent  his  men 
from  enlisting  and  that  this  was  the  cause  of  my  arrest.  I  pronounce 
the  whole  charge  an  infamous  fabrication.  1  never  interfered  with  the 
system  of  recruiting  and  never  had  a  conversation  with  any  of  his  com- 
pany. In  fact  I  do  not  think  I  am  acquainted  with  a  single  private  in 
his  company.  I  aided  some  of  the  three  months'  volunteers  with  money 
and  conveniences  such  as  India-rubber  blankets,  pistols  and  bowie- 
knives.  1  have  inclosed  a  letter  to  Captain  Burling  Avhich  I  desire  you 
to  read  and  then  forward  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 

[Inclosure.] 

FoET  Lafayette,  Wednesday,  September  18, 1861. 
Captain  Burling,  New  Jersey  Regiment. 

Sin:  I  am  informed  by  my  wife  that  1  have  been  arrested  by  reason 
of  your  having  complained  that  I  interfered  with  some  of  your  men, 
endeavoring  to  prevent  their  recruiting.  If  this  is  so  I  pronounce  it  an 
infamous  fabrication.  I  do  not  remember  ever  having  spoken  to  one  of 
your  privates  in  my  life.  If  this  information  be  correct  I  shall  hold  you 
personally  res])onsible  for  the  act.  1  will  follow  you  like  a  sleuthhound, 
and  your  blood  or  mine  shall  expiate  this  offense.  I  pronounce  the 
whole  charge  a  base,  contemptible  lie,  invented  for  malicious  purposes 
and  utterly  unworthy  your  character  as  an  officer  or  a  gentleman.  You 
have  7iever  received  anything  save  in  the  way  of  kindness  from  me.  I 
trust  this  information  -will  prove  incorrect.  A  letter  will  reach  me 
directed  Fort  Lafayette,  care  of  Colonel  Burke. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

JAMBS  W.  WALL. 


War  Department,  Septemher  19,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  has  directed  me  to  refer  to  you  the 
inclosed  letter  relative  to  Col.  James  W.  Wall,  a  prisoner  of  state  now 
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(letaiued  by  authority  of  tbe  Government.  You  will  ])lease  to  take 
such  prompt  actiou  upon  the  case  as  shall  seem  best  iu  your  own 
judgment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LESLEY,  Jr., 
Chief  Chrlc,  War  JJepar Intent. 

[Tnilorsenieiit.] 

Let  him  be  released  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

|W.  H.  SEWAltD.l 

[Inclosure.] 

TiiENTON,  N.  J.,  September  7.9,  18(11. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  On  Wednesday  last  Col.  James  "VV.  Wall,  of  Burlington  (who  is 
my  brother-in-law),  was  arrested  in  his  own  house  by  the  marshal  of 
this  State  in  virtue  of  an  order  from  the  War  Department,  and  after 
being  carried  into  the  State  of  New  Yoik  was  imprisoned  iu  Fort 
Lafayette  where  he  now  remains.  1  am  iuformed  by  Colonel  Wall  that 
he  has  not  been  made  acquainted  in  any  way  with  the  cause  of  his 
arrest,  and  at  his  instance  aud  in  his  behalf  1  would  respectfully  request 
to  be  informed  by  the  Department  what  accusations  have  been  made 
against  him  and  upon  what  grounds  such  unusual  i)roccedings  have 
been  instituted.  If  Mr.  Wall  can  be  a])prised  of  the  charges  which 
have  been  preferred  he  may  be  able  at  once  to  satisfy  the  (Tovernnient 
that  they  are  without  foundation  and  that  he  has  committed  lu)  offense 
against  the  laws  of  his  country.  It  is  the  privilege  of  every  (utizcn  "to 
be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation  against  him," 
aiul  placing  myself  and  the  request  I  make  upon  this  high  constitutional 
right  1  feel  satisfied  that  the  applicatiou  will  be  promptly  granted. 
Very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  D.  VKOOM. 


Bttrlington,  September  20,  1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron: 

You  have  done  the  loyal  Union  people  of  this  [cityj  a  great  service 
by  sending  away  that  brawling,  noisy  secessionist  James  W.  Wall.  He 
was  a  perfect  jjest  to  the  Union  men,  and  they  hope  you  ■will  confine  him 
until  after  the  war  is  over.  He  would  read  his  secession  paper  at  all 
the  corners.  He  would  rush  to  New  York  train,  get  100  of  New  York 
News,  commence  reading  and  commenting.  He  made  several  converts, 
aud  there  are  four  or  five  almost  as  bad  as  he  is  and  ought  to  be  arrested. 
He  exulted  in  our  defeat  at  Bull  Run.  The  marshal  knows  the  four  or 
five  alluded  to.  He  was  advised  to  keep  qujet.  He  said  the  d— d 
Black  Eepublicans  dare  not  arrest  him.  His  wife  is  just  as  bad  as  he 
is.  She  boasts  that  she  will  get  him  home  soon.  Inquire  about  Dr. 
Franklin  Geraut.  He  is  worse  than  Jim  Wall  if  possible.  Do  look 
after  these  folks.  They  talk  of  Mr.  Ijincoln  and  his  Cabin'et  as  if  they 
were  robbers.  Jersey  is  infested  with  a  nest  of  these  vile  traitors. 
They  prevent  our  young  men  from  entering  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  We  rely  on  you  and  the  Cabinet.  There  is  a  report  that  Mrs. 
Wall  has  gone  to  the  fort  to  bring  her  husband  home.  Can  it  be 
possible? 

UNION  NOW  AND  FOKEVER. 
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Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  21, 1861. 
Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Colonel:  James  W.  Wall,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette,  may  be 
released  upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD, 

Fort  Lafayette,  Sunday  Evening,  [September  22, 1861]. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

Sir:  I  have  now  been  a  close  prisoner  in  this  fort  for  nearly  two 
weeks.  1  was  arrested  without  cause  being  shown  and  without  any  con- 
stitutional warrant.  I  was  carried  a  prisoner  out  of  the  State  of  Sew 
Jersey  and  through  a  portion  of  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  IJ.  S. 
marshal  for  the  district  of  New  Jersey.  I  have  endeavored  in  vain  to 
learn  from  Washington  the  cause  of  my  arrest.  I  am  denied  my  rights 
as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  now  ask  if  I  have  any  rights  as  a 
citizen  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  under  her  constitution,  or  if  not  at 
what  time  my  rights  ceased  and  by  virtue  of  what  provision  in  that  con- 
stitution ?  You  as  the  executive  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  are  bound 
by  the  solemn  oath  taken  at  your  inauguration  to  see  that  the  rights  of 
no  citizen  of  New  Jersey  shall  be  trampled  on  guaranteed  by  that  State's 
constitution.  My  poor  family  have  been  tortured,  my  business  inter- 
fered with  and  myself  subjected  to  grosser  indignities  than  the  meanest 
and  lowe.st  criminal.  I  ask  for  no  favor.  I  simply  demand  my  rights 
as  an  American  citizen  and  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  My 
demand  for  tlie  first  has  been  treated  with  silent  contempt.  I  now 
appeal  to  you  and  shall  await  your  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  23, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Charles  S.  Olden, 

Governor  of  New  Jersey,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  21st  instant  is  as  follows: 

I  beg  to  ))rcseiit  the  followiup;  to  your  serious  consideration.  Some  persons  have 
already  been  arrested  in  this  State  by  the  U.  S.  marshals  on  warrants  from  the 
Departments  at  VVashinf^ton  and  imprisoned  in  some  of  the  forts  in  New  York  Harbor. 
It  is  reported  that  a  similar  waiTant  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  deputy  marshal  for  the 
arrest  of  anotlu'r  person.  In  one  case  I  have  been  assured  by  persons  of  entire 
credibility  that  the  individual  against  whom  a  warrant  has  been  issued  has  ))een 
quite  active  in  support  of  the  military  operations  of  the  Government  and  has  aided 
very  considerably  the  raising  of  volunteers.  They  do  not  believe  he  has  been  guilty 
of  any  treasonable  conduct.  They  declare  that  lie  is  a  friend  of  the  Governmentand 
opposed  to  tlie  rebellion  and  a  man  of  considerable  respectability  and  influence. 
They  allege  that  his  arrest  will  bo  ascribed  to  the  misrepresentations  of  personal 
political  enemies  and  that  it  will  alarm  the  community  and  prejudice  the  Govern- 
ment. In  other  cases  the  friends  of  the  prisoners  assert  positively  that  they  have 
been  guilty  of  no  act  against  the  Government  and  that  if  they  were  permitted  to 
know  only  why  they  have  been  arrested  they  could  satisfy  the  Government  of  theii 
innocence. 

I  wish  to  represent  to  you  and  the  Government  the  very  great  importance  of 
enabling  those  who  desire  to  sustain  the  public  authorities  to  refute  these  allega- 
tions. To  that  end  I  suggest  that  the  charges  upon  which  persons  are  arrested 
and  imprisoned  should  be  communicated  to  them  and  made  public  so  that  it  may  bo 
known  that  they  are  arrested  for  good  cause,  for  some  actual  wrong-doing,  and  thus 
the  Government  may  be  justified.  If  it  is  deemed  incompatible  with  the  public 
interests  at  this  time  to  state  particularly  the  specific  act  for  which  the  prisoner  has 
been  arrested  it  may  be  stateil  in  general  terms  so  that  the  public  may  know  that  it 
Lnd  not  on  vague  suspicion  or  mere  rumor.     The  statements  90 
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positively  made  by  the  friends  of  tlio  prisoners  that  they  are  entirely  innocent  will 
and  do  have  their  eflFect  on  the  community.  Thinking  men  among  ns  feel  uneasy 
lest  the  confidence  of  the  people  iu  the  Government  should  be  impaired  and  will  be 
glad  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  justify  these  arrests.  For  every  arrest  made  for 
good  cause  you  may  be  assured  the  people  of  New  Jersey  will  justify  and  approve 
of  the  action  of  the  Government. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  you  have  not  given  me  more  precise  iufornia- 
tiou  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  arrest  in  New  Jersey  which  are  re[)re- 
seutedto  have  been  made  upon  iusufticient  grounds  so  that  corrections 
might  be  apphed  in  those  cases  if  injustice  should  be  found  to  liave 
been  done. 

I  appreciate  the  motive  which  prompts  the  suggestions  which  you 
have  thus  made  with  a  view  that  the  Government  may  justify  itself  for 
any  arrests  that  it  msiy  find  itself  obliged  to  direct  in  counteracting 
and  defeating  treason  which  is  already  In  arms  in  one-third  of  the 
States  and  which  finds  aiders  and  abettors  and  sympathizers  I  regret 
to  say  in  every  State  in  the  Union. 

The  suggestions  themselves  will  be  submitted  to  the  President  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  will  receive  from  him  the  consideration  due  to 
their  intrinsic  importance  and  to  the  high  respect  which  I  am  sure  he 
entertains  for  your  character  as  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  chief 
magistrate  of  one  of  the  most  loyal  States  in  tlie  Federal  Union. 
I  am,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  September  23, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City,  T>.  C. 
Sir:  I  thought  it  best  to  send  through  you  inclosed  communication 
from  Mr.  Wall,  prisoner  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BCTEKE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Gommandiny. 

[luclosure.] 

Fort  Lafayette,  Sunday  Morning. 

My  Dear  Wardrop  :  Permit  me  to  thank  you  for  your  many  kind- 
nesses to  my  wife  who,  poor  thing,  is  exceedingly  grateful  for  it  when 
so  many  pretended  friends  are  turning  their  backs  upon  her.  But  the 
wheel  will  turn.  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  you  1  tliought  as  the  barge 
landed  and  waved  my  handkerchief  at  you,  but  the  sentry  ordered  me 
in  and  I  had  to  obey.  I  cannot  learn  why  I  am  here  as  the  Depart- 
ments are  sealed  books  to  the  poor  prisoners  here.  No  comnmnications 
are  answered.  No  consultations  with  counsel.  You  cannot  meet  your 
accusers  face  to  face.  In  fact  not  a  single  constitutional  right  is 
permitted.  A  little  humpbacked  newsboy  was  brought  in  here  yester- 
day whose  alleged  oflense  was  selling  the  Daily  News.  We  are  expect- 
ing Governor  Morehead  from  Kentucky  in  a  day  or  two.  There  is  a 
rumor  prevailing  here  that  we  are  to  be  removed  to  Fort  Independence 
in  Boston  Harbor,  but  I  do  not  know  how  it  is  nor  do  I  care.  I  am  fully 
prepared  for  any  event. 

I  cannot  write  to  you  as  I  would  wisli,  and  must  postpone  what  I 
have  to  say  until  w-e  meet  again  which  may  be  never;  but  remember 
that  living  or  dying  1  am,  yours,  truly, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 

P-  S.— This  letter,  I  am  instructed  to  say,  must  not  be  published  in 
any  newspaper.    Eemember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Hall. 
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State  of  New  York,  County  of  Kinyg,  ss  ; 

I,  James  W.  Wall  do  solemuly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect  and 
defend  tbe  Constitution  and  Goverument  of  the  United  States  against 
all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear  true  faith, 
allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution  or  law  of 
any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding; 
and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge  and  purpose 
without  anv  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever.  So  help  me 
God. 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  tiiis  ;34th  day  of  September,  ISGl. 

CHAIILES  \V.  CilURCH, 

Jiintice  of  the  Fcacc. 


BuuLiNGTON,  October  5,1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  was  arrested  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  or  rather  an  order  issued 
from  your  department  and  signed  by  yourself.     I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  learn  the  cause  of  my  arrest.     Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  what 
the  charges  were  if  any  and  by  whom  i)referred? 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 


Burlington,  October  i>l,  1801. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron. 

Sir:  How  long  will  I  be  required  to  demand  of  your  Department  the 
charges  preferred  against  me  and  by  reason  of  which  I  was  seized  and 
taken  to  Fort  Latayette  ?  1  have  a  reputation  as  dear  to  me  as  your  own 
and  1  can  never  rest  under  the  imputation  of  being  a  disloyal  citizen. 
The  record  if  there  be  any  in  your  Department  has  got  to  be  wiped  out 
or  it  shall  be  in  the  blood  of  those  who  maliciously  placed  it  there.  I 
will  follow  those  scoundrels  to  the  death  when  I  have  got  upon  their 
tracks.  I  take  it  the  Government  must  have  been  satisfied  of  the 
emptiness  of  the  charges  or  else  I  should  not  have  been  released.  Why 
therefore  hesitate  to  give  them  to  me  and  the  names  of  the  authors  ? 
Yours,  respectfiilly, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 


Burlington,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  State, 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  the  charges  by  reason  of 
which  the  Government  conceived  they  owed  it  to  the  country  to  lock 
me  up  for  two  weeks  in  a  Government  fortress  are  on  file  in  your  oliice. 
If  so  will  you  please  inform  nie  of  their  nature  and  character?  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  they  originated  with  two  or  three  unprincipled 
perjured  villains  in  this  vicinity  who  had  no  other  object  to  gratify  than 
tJieir  own  devilish  malice. 
Yours,  &c., 

'  JAMES  W.  WALL. 
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Burlington,  October  30, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir-  Will  you  permit  iiie  to  call  your  attention  once  again  to  my  oft- 
repeated  requests  to  be  informed  of  tbe  character  and  nature  of  the 
charges  against  me  in  your  office,  and  by  virtue  of  which  the  Depart- 
ment over  which  you  preside  felt  itself  bound  to  incarcerate  me  in  a 
Government  fortress  for  two  weeks'? 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant,        ^^^^  ^   ^^^^ 

[No  date.] 
The  inclosed  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  letter  (intercepted)  trom  James 
W.  Wall  to  the  Hon.  William  B.  Keed,  of  Philadelphia. 

L.  0.  BAKEll. 

[luclosure.] 

Burlington,  Wednesday. 
[Hon.  William  B.  Reed.] 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  understood  from  a  reliable  source  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  a  number  of  prominent  Democrats  to  start  a  Demo- 
cratic journal  shortly  in  Philadelphia.  If  so  I  should  like  very  much 
to  be  attached  to  the  editorial  corps.  If  you  can  aid  me  in  this  matter 
you  will  confer  a  favor.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the  existence 
of  The  Daily  News,  of  New  York,  I  was  the  principal  contributor  to  its 
editorial  columns.  I  think  the  dawn  of  the  coming  day  is  discernible, 
and  the  cry  of  "  Watchman,  what  of  the  night,"  will  soon  cease.  Per- 
mit me  to  cougratulate  you  on  the  result  in  Pennsylvania.  We  shall 
show  you  the  virtue  of  a  good  example  in  New  Jersey  in  November. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 


Burlington,  November  27, 1801. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Siu:  By  your  order  I  was  torn  ruthlessly  from  my  family  and  con 
lined  in  Fort  Ijafayettc  for  two  weeks,  being  subjected  to  the  grossest 
indignities  by  the  insolent  foreign  soldiery  who  are  kept  there  to 
tyrannize  over  free-born  Americans.  1  desire  once  more  to  know 
the  nature  of  the  charges  against  me  and  by  virtue  of  which  you 
presumed  to  issue  such  an  order, 
llespcctfully, 

JAMES  W.  WALL. 


Case  of  Howard  and  Gleim,  of  the  Baltimore  Exchange  Newspaper. 

F.  Key  Howard,*  editor  of  The  Exchange  newspaper  at  Baltimore, 
was  arrested  at  that  city  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of  September, 
1861,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.    Howard  was  publicly  known 

*  Howard  Tvas  avrested  with  the  Baltimore  members  of  the  Maryland  legislature 
by  order  of  General  McClellan.  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  688,  for  report  of  these 
.nrrests  by  Allan  PinVerton;  also,  p.  590  for  Dix  to  Ulair,  and  Blair's  indorsement 
thereon  to  McClellan  recommending  the  suppression  of  the  Exchange  and  other 
Baltimore  uewspaj)ers. — Compileb, 
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to  be  iu  deep  sympathy  witli  the  rebels  and  his  paper  zealously  advo- 
cated their  cause.  He  was  one  of  a  family  which  had  furnished 
several  soldiers  to  the  rebel  cause.  His  arrest  was  a  measure  of  mili- 
tary i)recaution  to  remove  the  incitement  of  his  presence  from  the 
disorderly  material  which  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  might  at  any 
time  burst  into  a  flame  of  discord  and  insurrection.  There  was  found  iu 
Howard's  possession  a  largo  quantity  of  manuscripts — articles  for  his 
paper,  correspondence,  lists  of  names  ])ledged  to  favor  the  recognition 
of  the  independence  of  the  Confederate  States*  and  drafts  of  proceedings 
for  the  legislature — mostly  of  decided  secession  character.  Said  How- 
ard after  his  arrest  was  confined  successively  in  Forts  McHenry, 
Monroe,  Lafayette  and  Warren,  in  Avhich  last  he  remained  in  custody 
February  15, 1862. 

W.  W.  Glenn  was  arrested  in  Baltimore  September  14, 1861,  by  order 
of  Major-General  Dix  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry.  He  Avas  one 
of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  The  Baltimore  Exchange,  a  paper  bit- 
terly opposed  to  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  by  the  United  States 
Government.  By  an  order  from  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  Septem- 
ber 30, 1861,  General  Dix  was  ordered  to  release  Glenn  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance.  Glenn  declined  to  take  the  oath  but  was  will- 
ing to  give  his  parole  of  honor  not  in  any  way  to  oppose  the  Govern- 
ment or  assist  its  enemies.  There  are  no  papers  in  the  Department 
of  State  showing  when  or  on  what  terms  Glenn  was  released. — From 
Record  Book,  SMe  Department,  '■'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty.^'' 


Fort  McHenry,  September  14, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward  : 

I  have  arrested  W.  Wilkins  Glenn,  proprietor  of  Exchange,  and  have 
him  in  custody  at  Fort  McHenry.t 

J.  A.  DIX. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  September  18, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 

I  am  directed  by  Major-General  Mc(31ellan  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant|  and  to  say  in  reply  that  he  highly 
approves  of  your  action  in  arresting  Glenn.  He  is  also  glad  to  learn 
that  you  have  not  ordered  the  discontinuance  of  the  paper  if  there  is 
any  chance  of  its  changing  hands.  He  desires  me  further  to  say  that 
he  wishes  you  to  make  any  arrest  that  you  may  consider  necessary 
even  if  you  have  not  direct  authority  from  the  Government.  The  gen- 
eral has  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment  and  discretion  and  desires 
that  you  pursue  such  a  course  as  you  deem  advisable  for  the  public 

good. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  &c., 

'       -        ^  A.  V.  COLBOEN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

-  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  676,  for  dcclaratiou  with  signatures, 
t  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  for  Dix  to  Blair,  August  31,  1861,  p.  590. 
t  No  letter  found,  but  see  preee.Ung  telegram  ot  Dix  to  How.ard  aimoiincing  tlie 
arrest. 
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Headquaktees  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  ,W,  JSfil. 

Hon.  WILLIA3I  n.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Ou  the  10th  instant  you  referred*  to  nie  the  case  of  W.  Wilkins 
Glenn,  proprietor  of  the  hitc  Exchange  newsi)aper  in  tliis  city,  with 
tiie.  letters*  of  Hon.  M.  Blair,  Hon.  Eeverdy  Johnson  and  If.  W.  Davis 
in  favor  of  his  release.  Mr.  Glenn's  connection  with  the  paper  was 
purely  financial.  But  after  the  arrest  of  M(;ssrs.  Wallis  and  Howard, 
the  principal  writers  for  its  editorial  colunoiis,  two  very  bad  articles 
appeared — one  misrepresenting  the  arrests  made  by  the  Government  and 
the  other  setting  it  at  defiance — and  1  directed  Mr.  Glenn  to  be  taken 
into  custody  as  the  only  responsible  person  Avho  could  be  reached. 
The  Exchange  has  been  discontinued  and  Mr.  Glenn  who  is  at  Fort 
McHenry  is  sincere  in  his  desire  that  it  should  not  be  revived  as  long 
as  Messrs.  Wallis  and  Howard  are  under  arrest.  A  newspaper  has 
taken  its  ])lace  without  editorials  but  Mr.  Glenn  has  no  responsibility 
in  regard  to  it.  He  has  given  repeated  evidences  of  his  earnest  wish 
not  to  embarrass  the  Government  in  any  Avay,  and  if  released  will  I 
ha^e  no  doubt  occupy  himself  exclusively  with  the  business  of  the 
large  estate  which  is  in  his  charge. 

TJnder  all  the  circumstances  I  answer  the  query  in  your  note  indorsed 
on  the  papers  referred  to  me:  That  it  is  expedient  to  release  him  on 
condition  of  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  excluding  all  reservations 
and  conditions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN   A.  DIX, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  September  30,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  discharge  W.  Wilkins  Glenn  on  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*  WILLIAM   H.  SEWAED. 


ITEAncjUARTERS  DEPARTMENT   OF   PENNSYLVANIA, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  7,  1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Mr.  (ilenn  declines  taking  any  oath  but  is  willing  to  give  his 
parole  of  honor  not  to  do  any  act  against  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution  or  the  execution  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States;  and  he  is  willing  to  pledge  himself  further  not  to 
connect  himself  with  any  anti- Administration  press  until  he  is  in  a 
position  to  publish  his  oi)inions  freely  and  unreservedly.  The  inclosed 
letter  cxjilains  his  views  fully  and  I  inclose  it  for  your  consideration 
not  perceiving  that  it  needs  any  suggestion  from  nie. 
T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

"Not  found. 
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[luclosiire.] 

Fort  McHenry,  October  3,  1861. 
Maj.  Geii.  John  A.  Dix. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mrs.  Glenn  has  this  morning  showed  me  a  note  addressed 
her  l>y  you  in  reference  to  some  communication  had  by  yourself  with 
the  authorities  at  Washington  in  reference  to  the  term's  upon  which  I 
would  be  released  from  confinement.  Having  already  more  than  once 
taken  an  oath  to  bear  allegiance  to  my  State  and  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  and  never  having  violated  this  oath  in  the 
slightest  particular  I  know  of  no  ground  upon  whicli  any  other  could 
be  demanded  of  me.  In  no  case  do  I  hope  I  will  ever  be  so  wanting  in 
that  self-respect  which  I  owe  to  myself  as  an  American  citizen  as  to 
take  any  oath  whatever  under  compulsion.  Much  less  would  I  consent 
to  take  any  oath  the  strict  and  honest  observance  of  wliich  would 
oblige  me  to  be  false  to  myself  by  ignoring  the  one  1  had  already  sworn 
to.     I  have  always  been  a  conservative  citizen. 

I  have  never  until  lately  mingled  in  the  slightest  degree  in  politics. 
I  advocated  a  policy  upon  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  which  if  jmrsued 
would  I  believe  have  preserved  the  Union.  I  purchased  a  large  inter- 
est in  The  Exchange  for  the  purpose  of  advocating  that  i)()licy.  Even 
now  I  look  upon  separation  as  an  evil  and  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  it  can  in  no  e\'ent  compensate  for  the  loss  of  the  manifold  advan- 
tages enjoyed  under  the  Union.  I  never  have  hesitated  to  say  this. 
At  the  same  time  I  look  ujion  the  preservation  of  our  constitutional 
rights,  the  only  safeguard  of  liberty,  either  civil  or  religious,  as  the  duty 
of  every  good  citizen,  in  the  performance  of  which  even  greater  evils 
than  separation  should  be  cheerfully  submitted  to.  In  any  action  that 
I  have  ever  taken  I  have  never  forgotten  that  Maryland  was  a  State  in 
the  Union.  I  have  never  had  the  slightest  communication  with  any  of 
the  seceded  States  or  committed  any  overt  act  in  opposition  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  these  circumstances  1  cannot  see  why  any  oath  should 
be  asked  of  me. 

The  Daily  Exchange  has  been  stopped  by  force.  Though  disputing 
the  right  to  commit  the  act  I  still  submit  to  the  superior  power  of  the 
Government.  I  shall  not  edit  The  Exchange  nor  republish  it  nor  con- 
tribute to  any  paper  so  long  as  the  censorshij)  of  the  press  is  exercised 
in  Baltimore.  Denying  the  right  of  the  Government  to  hold  me  under 
arrest  without  trial  I  still  acknowledge  the  fact  which  is  patent  that  I 
am  a  prisoner.  As  such  I  should  be  glad  to  accept  my  release  under 
conditional  parole,  pledging  myself  also  not  to  connect  myself  with 
any  anti- Administration  newspaper  until  I  am  in  a  position  to  express 
my  views  freely  and  unrestrictedly. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  GLENN. 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  9,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  inclosing  the  one  addressed 
to  you  by  Mr.  Glenn  has  been  duly  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Fort  Lafayette,  October  14, 1861. 
Dear  LydiA:    «     *    *     Ifear  I  am  destined  to  undergo  confinement 
some  time  longer  for  I  will  make  no  substantial  compromise  with  the 
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despotic  power  which  has  trampled  my  rights  and  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution of  my  State  under  foot;  neither  will  I  accept  the  intervention  in 
my  behalf  of  any  man  in  Maryland  who  can  regard  the  tyranny  to  which 
I  am  subjected  as  other  than  a  brutal,  unjustifiable  and  infamous  exer- 
cise of  arbitrary  power.  Let  it  be  your  consolation  as  it  is  mine  to 
know  that  I  am  suffering  in  behalf  of  constitutional  liberty,  and  this 
country  will  yet  regret  the  day  when  it  undertook  to  intimidate  or 
punish  without  the  form  of  law  the  Southern  men  who  have  dared 
to  vindicate  Southern  rights.  There  are  those  whom  a  banded  world 
cannot  coerce  into  submission,  and  some  such  spirits  are  in  Fort 
Lafayette.    *    *    * 

Affectionately,  yours, 

_  F.  K.  nOWAKD. 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  October  32, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  Burke, 

Commanding  Forts  Hamilton  and  Lafayette. 
Colonel:  On  looking  over  the  letters  written  by  the  prisoners  con- 
fined at  this  post  I  found  one  from  F.  Key  Howard,  of  Baltimore,  in 
which  speaking  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  made  use  of 
the  expression  "  vulgar  dictator."  I  returned  the  letter  to  him  with 
notice  that  if  he  was  not  more  respectful  in  his  letters  it  would  be  my 
duty  to  stop  his  corres]iondence. 

Hopijig  you  will  approve  my  action,  I  remain,  with  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  O.  WOOD, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Infantry,  Commanding  Font. 

Fort  Hamilton,  Ncto  York  Harbor,  October  23, 1861. 
Lieut.  Charles  O.  Wood,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  22d  instant.  You  have  devoted 
your  entire  time  to  the  comfort  of  the  prisoners  at  Fort  Lafayette,  and 
the  Government  under  the  circumstances  has  not  been  remiss  in  mak- 
ing them  comfortable  as  far  as  practicable.  1  wish  you  again  to  call 
.  the  attention  of  the  prisoners  to  the  rules  made  by  me  to  regulate  their 
correspondence  which  prohibit  any  invidious  or  personal  remarks 
against  the  Government  or  its  agents  either  civil  or  military.  I  may 
add  that  I  am  surprised  that  a  member  of  the  Howard  family,  which 
from  the  time  of  the  Revolution  to  the  commencement  of  our  present 
troubles  were  gentlemanly  and  patriotic,  should  now  by  infringing  these 
rules  endeavor  to  embarrass  his  custodians  from  whom  he  has  received 
every  kindness  consistent  with  public  duty,  and  1  wish  to  call  Mr. 
Howard's  attention  to  the  indelicacy  (to  use  the  mildest  term^  of  his 
course  in  applying  unbecoming  epithets  to  our  Oommander-in  Chief  and 
attempting  to  make  yourself  and  me  the  instruments  through  which  he 
would  forward  the  letters  containing  them. 

You  will  please  inform  the  prisoners  that  a  copy  of  this  communica- 
tion* and  of  your  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Adjutant-General. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding, 

*  See  A'^ol.  I,  tais  series,  pii,  654-656,  for  Charles  Howard  to  Secretary  Cameron, 
October  23,  tiling  charges  against  Burke  aud  Wood  "  derogatory  to  their  official  posi- 
tions as  officers  of  the  Army," 
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Fort  Lafayette,  October  23, 18(il* 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bubke. 

SiK :  Lieutenant  Wood  lias  communicated  to  me  the  contents  of  your 
note  to  Lim  of  tbis  date.  Permit  nie  to  say  in  reply  to  your  allusions 
to  the  course  I  have  thought  proper  to  ijursue  that  you  mistake  me 
much  if  you  suppose  as  you  seem  to  do  that  a  mere  desire  to  embar- 
rass or  annoy  you  or  the  of&cers  under  you  has  prompted  me  to  write 
the  letters  which  have  been  returned  to  me.  The  fact  that  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  to  make  me  or  my  fellow- prisoners  decently  com- 
fortable is  self-evident  to  any  one  who  chooses  to  inspect  our  quarters, 
and  it  was  on  that  account  that  I  chose  to  speak  in  terms  of  indignant 
denunciation  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  privations  I  suffer. 
If  I  made  or  sought  to  make  the  officers  of  the  garrison  the  instruments 
to  convey  my  complaints  it  was  because  I  am  denied  any  other  alter- 
native. The  invidious  allusions  which  you  have  deemed  it  necessary 
to  make  in  regard  to  me  I  need  not  and  do  not  propose  now  to  discuss 
but  you  will  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  if  you  have  duties  to  dis- 
charge I  have  rights  to  vindicate.  The  only  one  of  these  which  has 
not  been  absolutely  destroyed  is  the  right  of  free  speech  within  the 
narrow  bounds  of  my  prison  and  this  it  is  my  duty  and  purpose  to  defend 
to  the  last.  In  the  exercise  of  this  poor  privilege  I  wrote  the  letters 
which  I  knew  would  pass  through  your  hands.  As  you  have  forwarded 
to  the  Adjutant-General  the  correspondence  between  Lieutenant  Wood 
and  yourself  I  beg  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  forward  also  this 
note. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  K.  HOWARD. 


Headquaetees,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Novemher  29, 1861. 
Col.  W.  W.  MoEEis,  Commanding  Fort  McHenry. 

Colonel  :  Please  have  all  the  state  prisoners  in  your  custody  ready 
to  go  to  Fort  Lafayette  on  Monday  afternoon.    1  include    *    *    »    Mr. 
Glenn.    Please  say  to  the  latter  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  discharge  him 
from  arrest  on  the  conditions  he  himself  proposed  to  me. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

'  JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General. 


memoeandum. 

William  W.  (ilenn.— Released  December  2,  18G1,  by  General  Dix. 

W.  W.  MORRIS, 
Colonel  Second  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


FoET  Waeeen,  Mass.,  March  3, 1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

SiE :  For  six  months  past  I  have  been  detained  in  close  custody  in 
one  or  other  of  the  forts  of  the  United  States.    I  am  I  believe  termed 


'  This  letter  will  be  found  iM  Vol.  I,  this  series,  at  p.  653,  where  it  was  inserted 
before  access  was  obtained  in  the  Department  of  State  to  the  additional  eorrespond- 
euce  found  herein  relating  to  Howard's  case.— Commlek. 
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ill  the  novel  language  of  the  day  a  "political  prisoner"  or  a  "prisoner 
of  state."  Until  recently  I  have  been  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  but  I'uow  understand  that  1  am  specially  iu  charge 
of  the  War  Uepartinent.  You  therefore  are  responsible  for  my  further 
detention.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  proper  I  should  place  upon 
record  in  your  office  a  statement  of  the  wrongs  done  me  and  a  demand 
for  an  instant  and  unconditional  release. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th  of  September,  1861,  between  12  and  1 
o'clock,  I  was  made  prisoner  in  my  own  house  in  Baltimore  by  a  baud 
of  armed  men,  who  although  they  showed  no  warrant  or  authority  for 
their  proceedings  professed  and  I  have  no  doubt  truly  to  be  acting 
under  tlie  orders  of  Mr.  Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State.  My  house 
was  searched  from  garret  to  cellar,  my  private  papers  ransacked  and 
most  of  them  as  far  as  I  can  learn  were  carried  off.  I  was  kept  for  an 
hour  or  more  a  prisoner  in  my  own  parlor;  armed  men  were  stationed 
throughout  my  house  and  even  at  the  door  of  my  children's  chamber 
while  this  search  was  proceeding.  I  will  not  comment  i'urther  upon 
the  indignities  there  put  upon  me.  I  was  finally  carried  off  to  Port 
McHenry,  leaving  my  house  in  possession  of  the  myrmidons  who  had 
invaded  it  and  who  refused  to  allow  me  to  send  for  my  wife's  father  or 
brother  who  were  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  and  to  whom  alone 
my  family  at  such  a  moment  cOuld  look  for  protection.  I  was  detained 
at  Fort  Mcllenry  during  the  following  day  and  then  transferred  to 
Fortress  Monroe.  At  this  latter  post  I  was  confined  a  close  prisoner 
with  fourteen  other  gentlemen  for  over  ten  days,  none  of  us  having 
been  suffered  to  leave  for  an  instant  the  two  casemates  which  were 
there  assigned  us.  So  rigid  was  our  imprisonment  that  the  very  win- 
dows and  doors  through  which  we  could  look  out  on  the  parade  ground 
were  closed  and  padlocked.  I  was  then  carried  with  my  companions 
to  Fort  Lafayette.  At  this  latter  post  no  provision  whatever  had  been 
made  for  our  reception  and  no  decent  accommodations  were  at  any 
time  provided.  1  slept  in  the  dark,  cold  gun  battery  in  which  1  was 
quartered  upon  a  bag  of  straw  until  I  procured  bedding  from  New 
York,  and  during  my  whole  stay  I  was  compelled  to  pay  lor  my  meals 
as  I  could  not  have  eaten  the  wretched  rations  offered  me  by  the  com- 
manding officer.  On  the  1st  of  November  last  I  was  brought  to  this 
place  on  an  overcrowded  and  filthy  steamer  which  was  insufficiently 
supplied  even  with  the  miserable  pork  and  bread  provided  for  our 
subsistence.  But  for  the  fact  that  I  had  brought  my  bedding  with  me 
1  should  have  been  forced  like  many  of  my  companions  to  sleep  for 
more  than  tv,o  weeks  after  my  arrival  here  upon  the  floor  and  without 
a  single  blanket  to  cover  me. 

Such  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  treatment  to  which  I  have  been 
subjected.  From  the  moment  of  my  arrest  down  to  this  hour  no  charge 
of  any  sort  has  been  preferred  against  me  and  none  can  be  alleged  or 
established,  for  I  have  violated  no  law  whatever.  State  or  Federal.  I 
was  as  you  may  perhaps  be  aware  one  of  the  editors  of  The  Daily 
Exchange,  a  morning  Journal  published  in  Baltimore.  In  that  paper  1 
had  ex])ressed  my  political  opinions  without  reserve.  I  had  a  year  ago 
advocated  the  adoption  of  some  compromise  by  Congress  which  should 
stay  the  tlien  threatened  rupture  between  the  North  and  South.  1  had 
subsequently  deprecated  any  attempt  to  coerce  the  South  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  only  render  the  separation  of  the  two  sections  inevitable 
and  final.  I  asserted  that  war  would  leave  the  country  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  it  found  it,  and  as  it  would  moreover  entail  upon  us  an 
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eiiormons  debt  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  resist  and  I  did  resist  its 
initiation.  1  was  unable  to  see  bow  the  Union  could  be  preserved  if  a 
large  majority  of  the  Southern  people  were  bent  upon  a  separation,  and 
I  said  so.  I  was  unable  to  comprehend  how  the  President  could  from 
the  injunction  which  commanded  him  to  see  that  the  laws  were  faith- 
fully executed  derive  authority  to  supersede  and  violate  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  land,  and  I  said  so.  1  was  equally  unable  to  see 
how  upon  the  theory  of  upholding  the  Constitution  I  was  under  an 
obligation  to  support  those  who  were  daily  manifesting  a  contempt  for 
all  its  provisions  nor  could  I  conceive  how  this  Government  had  any 
existence  whatever  outside  of  the  charter  which  established  it.  All 
these  political  opinions  I  had  the  absolute  right  to  entertain  and  pro- 
mulgate. 

1  choose  to  refer  to  them  here  because  they  constitute  the  offenses 
for  which  I  am  undergoing  punishment.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
many  thousands  of  persons  in  the  Northern  States  entertained  and 
expressed  these  views  within  a  twelvemonth  the  Administration  deter- 
mined that  it  was  criminal  in  me  to  continue  to  hold  and  utter  them 
and  has  therefore  arbitrarily  inflicted  upon  me  the  indignities  and 
wrongs  which  I  have  mentioned.  Although  no  direct  offer  has  been 
made  to  me  to  release  me  upon  any  terms  whatsoever  I  nevertheless 
presume  that  mine  was  one  of  the  cases  which  cither  your  proclamation 
of  February  14  or  your  order  of  February  27  was  intended  to  cover. 

Now  as  I  cannot  accept  a  conditional  discharge  coupled  with  a 
gracious  amnesty  for  oftenses  which  it  is  assumed  1  have  committed, 
and  as  I  must  equally  refuse  to  ap^jear  at  the  bar  of  an  irresponsible 
tribunal  to  justify  my  right  to  the  ordinary  privileges  of  a  citizen  of 
Maryland,  it  is  due  to  myself  at  least  that  1  should  state  the  reasons 
w  hich  impel  me  to  the  course  I  shall  pursue.  To  the  principles  which 
govern  my  action  now  I  shall  appeal  when  in  the  future  I  seek  redress 
and  enter  upon  my  own  vindication.  It  must  be  obvious  to  you,  sir,  that 
1  cannot  consistently  with  my  own  self-respect  accept  any  such  condi- 
tional release  as  is  referred  to  in  your  proclamation  or  avail  myself  of 
such  an  amnesty.  As  I  was  despotically  deprived  of  ray  freedom  1  can 
make  no  compromise  to  regain  it.  As  I  am  i)unished  merely  for  ventur- 
ing to  dissent  from  the  theories  and  policy  of  the  Administration  1  need 
and  will  ask  no  pardon.  Nor  even  if  I  should  accept  the  terms  men- 
tioned would  I  have  any  security  that  1  would  not  immediately  after  my 
release  be  again  subjected  to  precisely  similar  outrages  to  those  which 
have  already  been  inflicted  on  me.  As  the  Administration  has  once 
determined  that  I  by  expressing  my  political  sentiments  was  giving 
"aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  United  States"  I 
could  only  escape  a  rearrest  by  consenting  to  forego  or  conceal  my 
opinions.  This  I  will  never  for  one  instant  do.  I  deem  it  to  be  my 
bounden  duty  to  defend  to  the  last  every  privilege  and  right  to  which 
iis  an  American  citizen  1  was  born,  and  I  shall  do  so  until  I  am 
deprived  of  these  by  some  known  and  fair  process  of  law. 

Nor  can  you  fail  readily  to  comprehend  why  I  decline  to  submit 
myself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  strange  tribunal  which  is  organized 
under  your  order  of  February  137.  I  recognize  no  such  judges  of  my 
guilt  oi'  innocence,  of  my  loyalty  or  disloyalty  under  the  Constitution 
or  laws  of  this  land.  The  courts,  both  State  and  Federal,  are  in  the 
unobstructed  exercise' of  tlieir  several  functions  in  Maryland  and  they 
could  long  since  have  examined  and  disposed  of  any  charge  which 
might  have  been  preferred  against  me.    In  them  and  in  them  only  will 
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I  meet  any  accusation,  and  while  tliey  are  closed  to  my  demand  for  jus- 
tice I  shall  decline  to  defend  myself  before  any  star  chamber  commis- 
sioners -whoiusoever. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  motives  of  my  present  action,  and  as  the  rights 
which  I  seek  to  uphold  are  not  dependent  upon  the  alleged  necessities 
of  the  Administration  or  upon  the  fate  of  battles  my  convictions  cannot 
be  attected  by  the  RU])posed  urgencies  of  the  one  or  the  results  of  the 
other.  I  shall  continue  then  to  vindicate  them  as  I  best  may,  with  the 
consciousness  that  after  the  delusions,  the  falsehoods  and  the  passions 
of  the  hour  shall  have  passed  away  my  course  will  be  approved  by 
every  honest  man  who  has  been  educated  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
privileges  and  duties  of  an  American  freeman.  I  have  only  now  to 
demand  at  your  hands  a  prompt  release  from  the  imjmsonment  to  which 
I  am  so  unjustly  and  arbitrarily  subjected. 
I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  K.  HOWARD. 


War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C,  March  10,  1862. 
Ool.  Justin  Dimiok,  Fort  Warren,  liosPm  Harbor. 

Colonel:  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  Mr.  Frank  Key  Howard  that 
his  letter  of  the  3d  Instant  has  been  duly  received  and  that  his  case 
has  been  referred  to  the  (sommissioners  named  in  the  within  order.* 
By  order  of  tli*^  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A  Ajutant-  General. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  I).  C,  November  20, 18U2. 
Col.  J.  DiMiCK,  U.  S.  Army,  Fort  Warren,  Boston,  Mass.  : 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  release  all  the  Maryland  state 
prisoners;  also  any  other  state  prisoners  that  may  be  in  your  custody 
and  report  names  to  this  office. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  November  27, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- General,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  released  the 
following-named  prisoners  in  obedience  to  telegram  of  26th  instant: 
*    *    *    Frank  K.  Howard.    *    *    * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


[Note. — Schedules  of  letters,  documents  and  newspaper  correspond- 
ence found  at  the  residence,  in  the  office  and  on  .the  ])erson  of  F.  Key 
Howard  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  with  a  brief  of  their  contents, 
omitted.  I 


'  Not  inclosed,  but  refers  to  the  Dix-Pierrepont  Commission. 
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Case  of  Thomas  W.  Hall,  jr.,  and  S.  S.  Mills,  of  The  South  Newspaper. 

Thomas  W.  Hall,  .jr.,*  of  Baltimore,  editor  of  The  South,  a  disloyal 
newspaper  of  that  city,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  night  of  the  12th  or  morning  of  the  Lith  of  September,  18G1, 
and  immediately  placed  in  confinement  at  Fort  McHeiiry  He  was 
afterward  transferred  successively  to  Fort  Monroe,  Fort  Lafayette  and 
i*  ort  V^  arreii.  The  arrest  of  this  person  was  a  military  precautionary 
measure  of  great  necessity  for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  main- 
tenance of  order  in  Maryland.  His  paper  was  openly  and  zealously 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  insm-rection  and  largely  contributiug  to 
unsettle  and  excite  the  public  mind.  A  mass  of  correspondence  and 
manuscripts  were  found  in  Hall's  possession  in  prose  and  poetry,  much 
ot  it  intended  for  The  South  newspaper  and  all  of  intensely  disloyal 
character.  The  said  Hall  was  detained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren 
Febiiiary  15,  18G!i,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  War  De- 
partment of  the  preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that 
Department. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■'■Arrests  for  Dis- 
loyalty P 


Baltimore,  January  19, 1862. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiK:  1  am  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania;  here  only  for  a  few  hours.  I 
find  the  newsboys  selling  the  inclosed  pamphlet.  Is  it  not  time  that 
The  Soutli  where  this  thing  is  printed  should  be  suppressed  and  its 
publishers  imprisoned?  Can  anything  be  better  calculated  to  stir  up 
trouble  in  Maryland  than  this  publication? 
With  respect,  yours,  &c., 

B.  KUSH  PETKIKIN, 

Lock  Haven,  Pa. 

[First  indorsement.  ] 

Department  of  State,  January  20,  1862. 
Kespectfiilly  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Major-General 
Dix.    Please  return. 

E.  D.  WEBSTER. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

February  10,  1862. 
Major-General  Dix  will  see  tlie  Department  of  State  in  person  on 
this  subject 

[Inclosed  iiamphlet.j 

Captain  Maury^s  letter  on  American  affairs ;   also  the  address  of  Hon. 
John  G.  Breckinridge  to  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

[I^IoTE. — This  pamphlet  is  omitted,  except  its  title.  The  letter  signed 
"M.  F.  Maury,  Confederate  Xavy,"  dated  "Richmond,  Va.,  August  — , 
1861,"  and  addressed  "Admiral  Robert  Fitz  Roy,  Royal  Navy,  London," 
is  a  long  explanation  of  the  relations  of  the  States,  their  constitutional 
rights,  the  causes  of  secession  and  cognate  subjects,  and  his  reasons  for 

*Hall  Tvas  arrested  with  the  Baltimoi-e  members  of  tho  Maryland  legislature  by 
order  of  General  McClellan.  See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  688,  for  report  of  tliese 
arrests  by  Allan  Pinlicrton;  also  p.  500  for  Dix  to  Ulair,  and  Blair's  iudorsenient 
thereon  to  McClellan  recommending  tho  suppression  of  The  South  and  other  Balti- 
more newspapers. — Comi'ilek. 
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joining  the  movement,  John  C.  Breckinridge's  address  is  directed 
"To  the  People  of  Kentucky."  It  is  au  argument  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  secession  and  a  vindication  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  and  adhesion  to  the  secession  movement.  The  pamphlet 
bears  this  imprint:  "Tublished  at  The  South  office,  122  Baltimore 
street."] 

HEAwyiAKTEHS,  Baltimore,  February  14,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  Vx.  B.  McClellan,  Commanding  the  Army. 

General:  I  inclose  a  cojjy  of  The  South,  publishe<l  in  this  city. 
The  leading  editorial  is  a  fair  sample  of  its  original  articles.  It  is  not 
allowed  to  be  circulated  by  the  mails  but  is  sold  by  newsboys  in  the 
street  and  distributed  by  carriers  to  private  subscribers.  There  is  a 
strong  desire  among  the  Union  men  of  the  city  to  have  this  print  sup- 
pressed. I  do  not  think  proper  to  adopt  a  measure  of  so  nmcli  signifi- 
cance without  tlie  previous  saiietion  of  the  Government,  and  tlie  matter 
is  respectfully  referred  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  you  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

3Iajor- General. 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  17,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army, 

Gommamlinfi,  etc.,  Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Arrest  immediately  and  hold  in  close  custody  the  editor  or  editors 
and  publishers  of  the  paper  (tailed  The  South  for  treasonable  prac- 
tices.   Seize  and  take  possessioTi  of  the  paper  and  of  all  the  materials. 
Acknowledge  by  telegram. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  February  17, 1862. 
Col.  W.  W.  Morris,  Commanding  Fort  MeHenry. 

Colonel:  You  will  receive  and  hold  in  close  custody  Samuel  S. 
Mills  and  Thomas  H.  Piggott,  arrested  under  the  order  of  the  War 
Department,  and  suffer  them  to  hold  communication  with  no  one  until 
further  orders. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Dix : 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Major  and  Aide-de-Camp. 

Baltimore,  February  IS,  1862. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton  : 

Samuel  Sands  Mills,  publisher  and  proprietor,  and  Thomas  H.  Pig- 
gott, editor,  of  The  South,  were  arrested  last  i-veuiug,  kept  in  the  sta- 
tion house  during  the  night  and  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  this  morning. 
The  oflQce  of  The  South  was  seized  last  evening  and  is  in  possession  of 
the  police.  John  M.  Mills,  a  partner  in  the  concern,  has  also  been 
arrested  and  will  be  sent  to  Fort  McHenry  immediately 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  General. 
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Hdqes.  of  the  Aemy,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  February  18,  1862. 
Maj.  (Jen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  tfcc,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  14tb  of  February  inclosing  a  number  of  the 
iie\vsi>ai)er  called  The  South  was  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  now  inclose  an  official  copy  of  Ins  order  in  the  case  sent  by  telegraph, 
the  receipt  of  which  you  have  .already  acknowledged.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Secretary  ot  War  to  say  that  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  you 
should  have  waited  for  specific  orders  under  the  circumstances  stated 
in  your  letter.  There  is  a  strong  desire  among  the  Union  men  of  the 
city  to  have  the  print  suppressed,  which  desire  is  certainly  most  con- 
sistent with  a  proper  view  of  the  public  safety  if  the  leading  editorial  of 
the  number  forwarded  by  you  is  a  fair  sample  of  its  original  articles. 
You  are  not  likely  to  err  by  any  vigorous  effort  to  suppress  treason  of 
so  malignant  a  nature  as  is  manifested  by  that  paper. 
I  am,  sir,  &c,, 

L.  THOMAS. 

A  djutant-  General. 

Headquarters,  Baltimore,  Md.,  February  26. 1862. 
Col.  W.  W.Morris: 

Colonel  Morris  will  allow  Mrs.  S.  S.  Mills  and  Mrs.  John  Mills  to  see 
their  husbands,  prisoners  at  the  fort,  in  the  presence  of  an  officer. 
By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Dix: 

JOHN  A.  BOLLES, 

Aide-de-  Camp. 

War  Department,  Washington,  March  8,  1862. 
Maj.  (tCu.  John  A.  Dix  and 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont,  Esq.,  &c. 

Gentlemen:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  from  Mr.  Samuel  Sands 
relative  to  Mr.  Mills,  wlio  is  a  ]msoner  at  Fort  McHenry.  Will  you 
have  the  kindness  to  examine  the  case  in  accordance  with  Executive 
Order,  No.  1,  in  relation  to  state  prisoners  and  report  to  this  Depart- 
ment M'hat  proceedings  ought  to  be  adopted?  Please  return  these 
inclosures. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  &c., 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Commission  Relating  to  State  Prisoners, 

New   Yorl;  April  30,  1862. 
Col.  W.  W.  Morris,  &c.,  Baltimore. 

Colonel  :  You  will  please  release  Thomas  S.  Piggott  and  Samuel  S. 
Mills  upon  their  giving  their  written  parole  of  honor  not  to  render  aid 
or  comfort  to  enemies  in  hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
EDWARDS  PiBREBPONT, 

Commissioners. 


'Not,  ioiiml. 
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JFORT  Wauuen,  Boston  Harhor,  November  27,  1862. 
General  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant  General,  Washington,  I).  G. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  released  the 
following-named  prisoners  in  obedience  to  telegram  of  26th  instant,* 
viz:     *     *     *     Thomas  VV.  Hall.     *     *     * 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  UIMICK, 
Colonel  First  Artillery,  Commanding  Post. 


Case  of  Henry  May,  a  Member  of  Congress. 

Henry  May,t  of  Baltimore,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  at  Baltimore  September  13, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort  McHenry 
and  from  thence  transferred  successively  to  Forts  Monroe  and  Lafayette. 
An  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  11, 
1861,  directniff  Col.  Martin  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to 
release  May  for  the  pur])ose  of  attending  his  brother's  funeral  on  his 
giving  his  parole  of  Jionor  to  return  to  Fort  Lafayette  if  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.  A  subsequent  order  was  issued  from  the 
Department  of  State  directing  General  Dix  to  release  Mr.  May  from 
his  parole  dated  December  1',  1861. — From  Record  BooJc,  State  Depart- 
ment, '■^Arrests  for  IHsloyalty.''^ 


Washington,  June  29,  1861. 
Hon.  Edward  Bates. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  leave  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  the  Hon. 
Henry  May,  of  Baltimore,  whose  public  character  is  well  known  to  you. 
He  desires  to  make  some  communications  to  you  which  he  deems  to  be 
important  to  the  country.  His  character  as  a  gentleman  of  chivalrous 
honor  and  enlightened  patriotism  entitles  him  to  your  confidence,  and 
his  representations  will  I  feel  certain  receive  due  consideration  from  you, 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

P.  K.  FENDALL. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  June  29,  1861. 
Hon.  H.  May,  of  Baltimore  and  a  Member  of  Congress  elect,  wishing 
on  business  of  his  own  to  visit  Virginia  and  to  return  to  take  his  seat 
in  the  Capitol  next  week,  will  be  freely  allowed  to  pass  and  repass  our 
guards  and  sentinels,  receiving  from  them  and  all  our  oflicers  and  men 
due  respect  and  consideration. 
By  command  of  General  Winfield  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  See  p.  786  for  Stanton's  telegraphic  order  releasing  all  the  Maryland  political 
prisoners. 

t  May's  arrest  was  contomporaneons  -with  that  of  the  mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
several  disloyal  Baltimore  members  of  the  Maryland  legislature.  For  "  Union  policy 
of  repression  in  Maryland,"  see  Vol.  I,  of  this  series,  particularly  at  p.  667  et  aeq., 
Avherein  will  bo  found  minor  references  to  Mnv  in  the  general  correspondence  and 
orders  relating  to  the  arrests  and  subsequent  disposition  of  the  prisoners, — Compilbk. 
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House  op  Kepresentatives,  July  16, 1861. 
Hon.  Henky  May. 

Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  resolution*  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  by  the  House  of  Keprcsentatives,  and  which  I  am 
instructed  to  transmit  to  you.  It  will  be  the  pleasure  of  the  committee 
to  take  up  the  resolution  for  consideration  as  soon  as  the  state  of  your 
health  may  allow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JNO.  A.  BINGHAM, 
Aet-Uifi  Chairman  of  Judiciary  Committee. 

[Inclosure.] 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  directed  to  inquire 
whether  Hon.  Henry  May,  a  liepresentative  in  Congress  from  the 
Fourth  district  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  has  not  been  found  holding 
criminal  intercourse  and  correspondence  with  persons  in  armed  rebel- 
lion against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  to  make  report 
to  the  House  as  to  what  action  should  be  taken  in  the  premises;  and 
that  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  and  to 
examine  witnesses  on  oath  or  affirmation ;  and  that  said  Hon.  Henry 
May  be  notified  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution  if  practicable  before 
action  thereupon  by  the  committee. 


Extract  from  proceedings  of  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  July 

18,  1861.  t 

Mr.  Hickman.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to 
make  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  July  15, 1861,  directing  them  to  inquire  whether  the 
Hon.  Henry  May,  a  Eei)resentative  in  Congress  irom  tlie  Fourth  district 
of  Maryland,  has  not  been  found  holding  criminal  intercourse  and  cor- 
respondence with  persons  in  armed  rebellion  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  reports : 

That  the  gentleman  moving  the  resolution  of  inipiiry  was  called  before 
the  committee  but  declared  himself  ignorant  of  iiiul  unable  to  produce 
any  evidence  tending  to  prove  any  of  the  matters  referred  to  in  the 
resolution,  but  that  they  were  grounded  ui>ou  newspaper  articles  only. 
The  committee  having  nothing  before  them  to  implicate  Mr.  May  in 
holding  criminal  intercourse  and  correspondence  with  persons  in  armed 
rebellion  against  the  (lovcrnmeiit  therefore  recommend  no  action  in  the 
case  as  necessary  on  tlic  part  of  the  House. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  investigation  before  them 
entirely  relieves  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  Lieutenant- 
( General  Scott  of  any  susj)iciou  of  a  correspondence  or  attempted  cor- 
respondence through  Mr.  May. 


*  The  resolutiou  was  iidopted  by  the  House  July  15,  1861. 

\  For  tho  full  proceedings  of  the  House  on  July  18,  1861,  couceming  the  charges 
against  May,  the  attack  by  a  Haltimoro  uiob  on  the  Federal  troops,  and  Chief  of 
Police  Kane's  connection  therewith,  see  Congressional  Globe  for  July  20,  1861,  p.  IT  i 
et  seq. 
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Mr.  Thomas,  of  Maryland.  I  ask  my  coUeasue  [Mr.  May]  to  let  the 
Clerk  read  the  residue  of  that  newspaper  article.  [Cries  of  "  That  is 
right."] 

Several  Members.  Kead  the  whole  article. 

The  Clerk  read  the  article  [from  The  Baltimore  Sun]  as  follows : 

HENRT  may's  mission   INTO  DIXIE. — WHAT  HE  IS  TELLIXG  THE  CONFEDERATES. 

The  following  interesting  and  important  account  of  affairs  in  Baltimore  is  from  a 
letter  written  at  Richmond  on  the  4tU  of  July,  published  in  The  Charleston  Courier: 

"The  principal  bubble  upon  the  wave  of  Richmond  life  to-day  or  rather  yesterday 
was  the  arrival  of  Hon.  Henry  May,  of  Baltimore,  the  successful  competitor  in  the 
recent  contest  for  Member  of  Congress  there  against  Henry  Winter  Davis,  the  Black 
Republican  candidate.  The  object  of  bis  visit  has  not  transpired,  but  it  is  loudly 
whispered  that  it  looks  toward  certain  events  in  Maryland  which  may  have  an 
influence  in  determining  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  intelligence  he  brings 
from  there  is  gloomy  enough  to  make  an  American  weep. 

"Accordiufj  to  his  statements  Baltimore  is  as  effectually  under  the  heel  of  the 
tyrant  as  if  the  head  of  every  man  was  in  iron  fetters.  Federal  troops  are  encamped 
in  its  squares  and  patrol  its  streets,  cannon  are  planted  at  corners,  citizens  are 
arrested  for  even  breathing  secession,  women  .arc  insulted  with  impunity,  outrages 
are  perpetrated  that  make  humanity  blush,  and  in  a  word  a  reign  of  terror  has  been 
iuangurated  which  if  not  as  cruel  in  results  is  as  bad  in  principle  as  that  of  Robes- 
pierre when  he  enshrined  a  harlot  as  a  goddess  of  liberty  and  bade  the  people  fall 
down  and  worship. 

"While  this  is  the  sad  side  of  the  picture  there  are  other  features  about  it  which 
inspire  the  strongest  hopes  that  the  day  of  retaliation  is  not  far  distant.  Thirty 
thousand  men  are  said  to  be  under  arms  waiting  concerted  action.  Silently  and 
stealthily  they  have  been  preparing  for  the  event  which  they  know  must  come.  The 
mercenaries  have  sought  to  deprive  tliem  of  their  weapons  but  where  one  has  been 
made  a  prize  a  hundred  have  taken  its  place.  I  learn  this  fact  from  a  well-informed 
Baltimorean  now  in  Richmond  and  from  another  source  I  have  ascertained  that  not 
less  than  8,000  muskets  are  at  this  moment  concealed  and  vigilantly  guarded  night 
and  day. 

"  I  think  I  telegraphed  to  you  that  in  the  Eighth  w,ard— an  Irish  district  by  the 
way — a  Confederate  flag  was  fiyiug  over  a  house  in  which  loaded  swivels  wuro 
mounted  at  the  windows  and  that  the  inmates  would  die  before  they  would  allow 
the  flag  to  be  struck. 

"My  informant  believes  that  a  battle  there  is  imminent.  Affrays  between  the 
citizens  and  soldiers  take  place  frequently.  Alre.ady  several  on  both  sides  have  been 
killed  and  wounded.  Should  a  light  result  we  sliall  hear  of  scenes  that  only  find  a 
parallel  in  the  bloody  records  of  the  French  Revolution  when  the  jieople  fought  and 
conquered  tlje  trained  soldiers  of  their  king  behind  barricades.  The  blow  may  be 
precipitated  in  less  than  a  week.  ICverythiug  depends  upon  the  success  and  move- 
ments of  Gener.al  Johnston.  If  ho  has  orders  from  the  President  to  march  into 
Maryland  and  toward  Baltimore  the  game  commences  at  once.  Lincoln  will  find 
himself  encompassed  by  forces  in  flout  and  rear.  Cut  off  from  the  Nortli  and  West 
Washington  will  be  destroyed  and  the  footsteps  of  the  retreating  army  though 
tracked  in  blood  across  the  soil  of  Maryland — as  they  assuredly  « ill  lie  in  such  an 
event — may  possibly  pave  the  way  to  an  honorable  peace. 

"The  movements  of  Johnston  within  the  last  few  hours  are  watched  with  intense 
interest.  It  is  known  that  Cadwalader  is  on  the  march  toward  Virginia  and  that 
a  small  battle  had  taken  place  between  his  advance  guard  and  the  forces  of  Colonel 
Jackson,  but  beyond  the  arriv.tl  of  forty  cavalry  talien  prisoners  and  brought  to 
Winchester  the  details  of  the  affair  have  not  transpired.  Colonel  Jackson  retired 
to  draw  the  enemy  into  our  line  of  operations  and  General  Johnston  with  the  entire 
force  under  his  command  advanced.  Here  the  record  stops  but  1  hope  the  tele"-raph 
to-day  will  bring  such  news  of  a  great  battle  as  will  make  the  4th  of  .July  doubly 
dear  to  every  Southern  heart. 

"The  best  of  feeling— newspaper  croaking  to  the  contrary— prevails  everywhere 
among  our  troops.  They  are  anxious  to  be  '  up  and  at  'em ; '  are  in  prime  condition 
physically  and  patriotically  and  have  only  one  j)aramount  want  in  the  world— and 
that  is  an  opportunity  '  to  clean  the  Yankees  out  and  go  home  to  their  business.'  I 
observe  extensively  quoted  and  commented  upon  in  the  Northern- papers  an  extract 
from  a  letter  published  in  some  Southern  journal  purporting  to  come  from  a  private 
gentleman  at  Manassas  and  expressing  the  conviction  that  Beauregard  is  destined 
to  be  defeated. 
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"The  result  has  been  an  evident  encouragement  to  the  people  of  the  North; 
increased  enlistment  in  the  army,  a  proportionate  diminution  of  vim  in  the  South— 
for  even  a  shadow  will  sometimes  cause  a,  chill— and  worse  than  all  an  order  from 
Secretary  Walker  that  we  indefatigalile  newspaper  correspondents  shall  not  visit 
any  of  the  great  camps  without  pledging  our  honor  tliat  we  will  not  divulge  the 
secrets  that  we  may  discover;  all  this  train  of  effects  proceeding  from  a  few  poorly 
advised  lines  written  with  an  incautious  pen  by  one  who  must  be  neither  a  good 
soldier  nor  a  good  judge." 

Headquaeteus  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  September  11, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a.  letter  to  General  Dix  which,  if  it 
meets  your  approval,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  sign  and  allow  me 
to  send  it  to  General  Dix  by  Allen.  From  the  best  information  I  can 
obtain  it  would  seem  necessary  to  arrest  at  once  the  parties  named.  I 
have  indicated  Fort  Monroe  as  their  first  destination  in  order  to  get 
them  away  from  lialtimore  as  quietly  as  possible,  and  would  suggest 
that  they  ultimately  be  sent  North. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  MgCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  U.  S.  Army. 

P.  S. — I  am  informed  that  the  legislature  meets  the  14th. 

[Inclosure.] 

War  Department,  September  ll,  1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  Baltimore,  Md. 

General:  You  are  directed  to  arrest  forthwith  the  following-named 
persons,  viz :  T.  Parkin  Scott,  S.  Teackle  Wallis,  Henry  M.  Warfleld, 
F.  Key  Howard,  Thomas  W.  Hall,  jr.,  and  Henry  May,  and  to  keep 
them  in  close  custody,  suffering  no  one  to  communicate  with  them,  and 
to  convey  them  at  once  to  Fortress  Monroe  there  to  remain  in  close 
custody  until  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  their  ultimate  destination.  You 
will  also  seize  their  papers  and  cause  them  to  be  carefully  examined. 
The  exigencies  of  the  Government  demand  a  prompt  and  successful 
execution  of  this  order.  You  will  please  report  your  proceedings  at 
once  to  this  Department.  Mr.  E.  J.  Allen  is  sent  to  take  the  immediate 
charge  of  the  arrests  and  examination  of  papers  under  your  general 
control,  and  you  will  please  furnish  him  the  necessary  military  force. 
I  am,  sir,  very,  &c., 

SIMON  CAMERON. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimoi-e,  Md.,  September  11, 1861 — 11  p.  m. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Siu:  Your  letter  was  handed  to  me  half  an  hour  ago  by  Mr.  Allen, 
who  is  of  the  opinion  that  in  consideration  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  uncertainty  of  finding  all  of  the  parties  the  arrests  should  be 
deferred  till  to  morrow  night.  I  will  detain  tlie  steamer  so  that  they 
can  be  taken  directly  on  board.  No  effort  or  j)recaution  will  be  spared 
to  carry  your  order  into  execution  promptly  and  eftcctually. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


794  pkisonees  of  war,  etc. 

Headquaeteks  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  13, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 
General  :  Lieut.  W.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  Fourtli  Cavalry,  will  leave 
these  headquarters  this  evening  with  the  following  gentlemen  who 
have  been  taken  in  custody  by  order  of  the  Government:  *  *  * 
Henry  May,  Member  of  Congress.  *  *  *  The  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  is  to  keep  them  in  close  custody,  suffering  no  one  to  com- 
municate with  them  and  to  convey  them  at  once  to  Fort  Monroe,  there 
to  remain  in  close  custody  until  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  their  ulti- 
mate destination.    *    *    * 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General,  Vommanding. 

Headquarters  Department  op  Virginia, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  15,  1801.* 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  from  Major-General  Dix  a  letter  accom- 
panying fifteen  prisoners  arrested  in  Baltimore.  *  »  *  The  ])ris- 
oners  Brown,  May,  Winans  and  others  were  landed  at  this  port  yester- 
day afternoon  and  have  been  placed  in  the  casemates  where  they  are 
strongly  guarded.  *  *  *  f  would  suggest  that  this  fortress  from 
its  position  and  the  sympathies  that  surround  it  is  neither  so  secure 
nor  commodious  a  place  for  the  safe-keeping  of  these  prisoners  as 
points  farther  north.    *    *    * 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-  General. 

[Indorsement.] 

I  advise  that  these  prisoners  be  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  or  Fort  Ham- 
ilton as  General  Scott  may  designate;  that  they  be  allowed  to  receive 
no  visitors  nor  to  communicate  on  any  other  than  purely  personal  or 
domestic  matters  by  letters  to  be  inspected. 

W.  H.  S[EWAKD]. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  September  J8,  ISo'l. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  etc..  Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  that  you  send  by  the  first  suitable 
conveyance  to  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y.,  the  political  ])risoners  mentioned 
in  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  15th  instant. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  September  18,  1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding,  &c,.  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 
Sir:  The  (General  in-Chief  directs  nie  to  say  that  orders  have  been 
sent  to  Major-General  Wool  to  transfer  from  Fort  Monroe  by  tlie  first 

*  For  full  text  of  this  letter  see  Vol.  I,  this  scries,  p.  596. 
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suitable  conveyance  Hou.  Henry  May,  Messrs.  Winans,  Brown  and 
twelve  other  political  prisoners  arrested  in  Baltimore  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
You  will  please  receive  and  hold  them  in  custody.  They  will  be  allowed 
to  receive  no  visitors  and  only  to  communicate  on  purely  personal  or 
domestic  matters  by  letters  to  be  inspected. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
A  HniHtant  A  djutant-  Oeneral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  23, 1861. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seavaizu,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

SiK:  On  the  11th  instant  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Hon. 
8imon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Major-General  McClellan  I 
went  to  Baltimore  accompanied  by  a  sufificient  number  of  my  detective 
force  and  Lieut.  W.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Baltimore  I  proceeded  to  Fort  McHenry  and  delivered  to  Major- 
General  Dix  an  order  from  the  War  Department  for  the  arrest  of 
*  *  *  Henry  May.*  The  said  order  mentioned  to  General  Dix  that 
I  was  directed  to  (fonduct  tlie  arrests,  also  to  search  for  and  seize  the 
correspondence  of  the  above-named  parties. 

On  consultation  with  General  Dix  it  was  deemed  advisable  as  it  was 
now  about  midnight  to  postpone  the  attempt  to  arrest  until  the  follow- 
ing night.  *  *  *  At  about  midnight  [of  the  13th ]  the  several  divis- 
ions moved  simultaneously  upon  the  places  where  we  had  discovered 
Scott,  Wallis,  F.  Key  Howard,  Hall,  May  and  Warfield,  and  at  that 
time  all  the  above  named  were  arrested  within  fifteen  minutes,  their 
clothing  thoroughly  searched  and  immediately  thereafter  they  were 
forwarded  to  Fort  IVIcHenry  in  separate  carriages.  My  force  made 
diligent  search  for  all  correspondence  on  the  premises  of  each  of  the 
parties,  all  of  which  was  seized.    *     *    * 

Verv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

ALLAN    PINKEUTON. 


Letters  found  amotif)  May'^s  papers  seized  by  Allan  Pinkerton. 

[No.  1.) 

Baltimore,  Friday,  May  3, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Goveenok  Hicks,  Frederick,  Md. 

Sik:  Cherishing  a  love  of  constitutional  liberty  and  believing  that  a 
firm  support  of  authority  is  both  the  duty  and  safety  of  the  citizen  in 
this  unhappy  crisis  of  our  country  when  a  vile  spirit  of  radicalism  is 
hurrying  us  into  a  state  of  anarchy  I  have  wished  to  forget  the  past 
and  to  offer  to  you  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  State  my  cordial  and 
firm  sui)port  as  a  citizen.  Some  of  your  friends  who  know  what  are 
my  views  have  to-day  informed  me  that  this  offer  would  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  you,  and  now  that  the  very  foundations  upon  which  our 
State  government  and  indeed  the  vital  principles  of  civil  liberty  rest 
are  threatened  by  a  reckless  legislative  usurpation,  I  cannot  hesitate  to 
offer  you  all  the  aid  and  support  to  your  authority  that  I  can  in  any  way 
render. 

For  names  omitted  and  full  text  of  this  report  see  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  688. 
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I  do  tliis  under  the  conviction  that  you  will  resist  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity all  invasions  of  our  constitution  and  especially  the  abominable  scheme 
of  electing  an  irresponsible  and  despotic  tribunal,  and  with  full  power 
to  iirovide  for  the  protection,  safety,  peace  and  defense  of  the  8tate.  I 
can  assure  your  excellency  that  every  good  and  resolute  citizen  without 
resi)ect  of  party  who  is  not  engaged  in  this  mad  crusade  against  the 
principles  of  republicanism  will  stand  by  you  and  resist  with  their  lives 
the  plot  of  a  revolutionary  cohort. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

^        ^  '  HENEY  MAY. 

[No.  2.| 

War  Department,  0.  S.  A.,  Richviond,  July  5,  1861. 
Col.  Eppa  Hitn'J'on,  Commanding,  Leeshurg : 

Henry  May  has  i>ermission  to  visit  Harper's  Ferry  or  any  other  point 
in  the  Confederacy  upon  his  honor  as  a  man  that  he  will  not  communi- 
cate iu  writing  or  verbally  for  publication  any  fact  asc:.  tained  by  him. 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 
By  A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 

Chief  Bureau  of  War. 

[No.  3.] 

Fort  McHenry,  wear  Baltimore,  July  6,  1861. 
Hon.  Henry  Mat,  BcpresentaUre  of  Fourth  Maryland  District. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  forwarding  to  you  in  accordance  with  the 
advice  which  has  been  given  to  me  certain  documents*  which  are  sup- 
posed to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  case  connected  with  my  arrest  and 
incarceration  in  this  fortress.  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you  that 
1  am  not  advised  of  the  causes  of  my  arrest  and  challenge  my  accusers 
If  any  there  be  to  bring  me  into  a  court  of  justice  or  to  substantiate  any 
charge  against  me  aft'ecting  my  character  as  an  oflBcer  or  gentleman. 
As  soon  as  I  can  have  another  interview  with  my  counsel,  George  W. 
Dobbin,  esq.,  it  is  my  purpose  to  memorialize  Congress  for  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  circumstances  of  my  arrest.  1  repeat  that  I  challenge  the 
world  for  any  evidence  impeaching  my  integrity  in  any  act  of  my  life, 
and  shall  very  probably  unless  otherwise  directed  by  my  counsel  ask 
by  memorial  that  the  conduct  of  those  by  whom  I  am  held  a  prisoner  be 
investigated.  I  send  you  the  accompanying  papers  iu  order  that  you 
may  be  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  tlie  emcnte  of  lOth  of  April 
last,  which  has  been  made  the  occasion  or  cause  of  a  constant,  system- 
atic and  willful  abuse  of  me  in  the  Northern  press  ever  since. 

In  haste,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  KANE, 


[No.  4. 


Marshal  of  Baltimore. 


Baltimore,  July  19, 1861. 


Hon.  Henry  Mat,  Washington. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  can  not  feel  satisfied  without  thanking  you  as  a 
Marylander  for  the  noble  stand  you  have  taken  amongst  a  powerful 

*See  Vol.  I,  this  series,  p.  619  et  seg.,  for  report  of  board  of  police  of  Baltimore 
and  Mayor  Brown's  letter  to  tbe  legislature,  correspondence,  etc.,  relating  to  the 
"Arrest  of  the  mayor,  marshal  and  police  cummlssioners  of  Baltimore." 
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opposition  \rhich  has  trampled  under  foot  the  glorious  heritage  once 
vouchsafed  to  the  humblest  of  American  citizens.    May  God  protect 
you  and  give  you  liealth  and  strength  together  with  every  blessing. 
Truly,  yours, 

HENEY  M.  WAEPIELD. 
[No.  5.] 

Baltimore,  July  1!),  i-s/;j. 
lloii.  Henry  May,  Washington. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  returned  on  Wednesday  from  Fredericli  County 
l>erfectly  restored  to  health,  but  of  course  anxious  to  Icnow  the  news. 
One  of  the  most  gratifying  things  I  have  read  is  the  newspaper  account 
of  your  bold  and  manly  speech  in  the  House  yesterday*  of  which  I 
will  thanli  you  for  a  copy.  It  is  I  know  always  gratifying  to  a  gentle- 
man holding  such  a  position  as  yours  to  find  that  his  course  meets  with 
the  approbation  of  lus  constituents  and  I  therefore  feel  I  am  not  intrud- 
ing when  I  tell  you  that  the  manner  in  which  you  denounced  the 
insolent  and  contemptible  attempt  to  injure  you  and  the  tyrannical 
usuriiation  which  has  trampled  upon  our  rights  here  receives  the 
sanction  of  all  those  whose  opinions  are  worth  anything.  I  am  myself 
l)articularly  glad  that  you  have  stood  up  so  manfully,  because  I  can 
])oint  to  your  position  as  proof  of  my  repeated  declarations  before  the 
election  to  some  who  were  not  disposed  to  give  you  their  votes  that 
you  would  if  elected  do  everything  that  could  be  done  to  vindicate 
the  riglits  and  protect  the  interests  of  Baltimore.  The  temper  mani- 
fested by  the  dominant  party  leaves  small  room  for  hope  that  they 
will  pause  before  any  constitutional  barrier,  but  it  is  a  consolation  to 
kuow  that  our  Itepresentative  will  under  all  circumstances  lemain  true 
to  us  and  to  himself.  I  was  sorry  to  see  by  the  i)apers  that  yt>u  were 
unwell,  but  hope  yon  have  now  recovered. 
Sincerely,  yours, 

J.  P.  POE. 
[No.  G.] . 

[Washington,  July  — ,  1861.] 
[Hon.  Henry  May.] 

My  Dear  Sir:  Mrs.  Bayard  Smith  has  not  received  your  speech. 
She  wishes  to  have  several  of  yours  and  of  Mr.  Breckinridge's  if  you 
can  get  them  for  her.  (Women  govern  men,  and  are  not  to  be  neglected 
by  you  politicians.)  I  told  Mrs.  Smith  I  should  write  to  you  to  remind 
you  to  send  your  speech.  She  said,  "And  give  him  my  love,  if  he 
keeps  on  as  he  has  begun."  The  excellent  little  lady  is  very  much  in 
earnest.  Old  Hodge,  condemning  her  zeal,  told  Corcoran,  "The  little 
woman  is  crazy."  "Crazy?"  retorted  C;  "it's  of  such  women  that 
heroes  are  born."  Carlisle  thinks  it  a  capital  card — a  great  occasion 
for  you  and  Charles  O'Conor — the  habeas  corpus  before  Judge  Nelson. 
You  will  have  as  fine  an  opportunity  as  ever  Erskine  had.  I  had  the 
honor  of  an  interview  yesterday  with  Old  Abe  to  procure  the  execution 
of  a  sentence  of  a  court-martial  cashiering  a  volunteer  colonel  for  spoil 
and  pillage.  My  zeal  was  somewhat  too  apparent  so  he  took  time  to 
consider  of  it. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

J.  F.  LEE, 
[Judge-Advocate,  U.  8.  Army.] 

*For  May's  speech  referred  to  in  this  and  the  following  letter  see  proceedings 
of  the  House  of  Hopresentatives  on  July  18,  1861,  in  the  Congressional  Globe  of 
July  20,  1861,  at  p.  196  et  aeq. 
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[No.  7.] 

«  *  *  «  #.  »  * 

Permit  me  in  conclusion  to  confess  a  conviction  that  arms  in  the 
hands  of  the  North  alone  employed  by  an  Administration  elected  on  a 
principle  of  hostility  of  an  irrepressible  conflict  against  the  most  vital 
interests  of  the  South,  in  which  are  also  involved  the  safety  if  not  the 
very  existence  of  its  people,  and  which  Administration  has  hitherto 
manifested  an  uncompromising  policy  against  those  very  interests 
since  its  accession  to  power,  will  not  be  able  to  preserve  or  restore  our 
Union  of  States.  But  if  it  be  otherwise  and  the  mere  declaration  of  a 
purpose  to  subdue  their  opposition  has  so  generally  united  the  people 
of  the  South  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  the  clash  of  arms  upon  their  soil 
and  the  terrible  bloodshed  that  must  ensue  will  leave  but  few  indeed  if 
any  during  our  generation  to  feel  or  testify  a  sentiment  of  loyalty,  or 
the  undying  hatred  of  a  free  people  against  their  conquerors  will  descend 
to  their  children.  And  the  bitter  and  sanguinary  spirit  too  of  the  Nortli 
presages  a  miserable  future  of  domination,  producing  only  discord  and 
not  union.  These  sad  contemplations  force  upon  me  the  most  painful 
apprehensions  that  the  tendency  of  events  is  now  hurrying  us  into  a 
form  of  consolidated  government  if  not  a  military  despotism,  since  a 
war  of  sections  can  only  conquer  peace  at  the  expense  of  liberty  and 
union.  We  must  all  therefore  upon  the  most  impressive  responsibili- 
ties that  rest  upon  men  at  once  invoke  the  benign  influences  of  peace, 
conciliation,  compromise  and  preserve  together  and  perpetuate  our 
liberties  and  glorious  Union  one  and  inseparable. 

[Indorsement  made  by  Department  of  State.  I 

A  detached  manuscript  with  figure  8  on  one  margin,  writing  having 
every  semblance  of  May's,  wherein  he  declares  arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  North  is  evidence  of  hostility  against  the  vital  interests  of  the 
South,  and  charges  the  spirit  of  the  North  as  bitter  and  sanguinary 
and  conducive  of  discord  and  not  union  and  obviously  leading  to  a  con- 
solidated or  military  government. 


Fort  Hamilton,  iV^ejo  YorTc  Harbor,  September  27, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Washington  City. 
Sib:  Yesterday  evening  I  received  the  following  prisoners  from 
General  Wool.    They  are  now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.    They  were 
receipted  for  to  Captain  Coster,  U.  S.  Army:    *    *    *    Henry  May. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  IT.  S.  Army,  Commanding. 


Washington,  October  9, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  As  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  Hon.  Henry  May  I  would 

earnestly  ask  the  favor  of  you  for  permission  to  visit  hint  at  Fort 

Lafayette  upon  my  own  and  private  business  in  which  he  is  deeply 

interested. 

Awaiting  your  reply,  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  POULTNEY. 
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Would  the  release  of  Hon.  Henry  May  be  granted  upon  his  parole  of 
honor  to  remain  out  of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  not  to  speak  or  write 
one  word  upon  our  national  trouble? 


Department  of  State,  WasMngton,  October  10, 1801. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  Herewith  I  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed 
to  the  President  by  John  F.  May  relative  to  his  brother,  Henry  May, 
a  prisoner  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette.  You  will  please  allow  Mr.  Henry 
May  such  privileges  of  air  and  exercise  as  may  be  consistent  with  his 
safe-keeping. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

[Inclosiire.] 

Washington,  October  10,  IHOl. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  :  1  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  address  you  in  regard  to  the  priva- 
tions and  cruel  treatment  of  my  brother,  the  Hon.  Henry  May,  now  a 
prisoner  in  Fort  Lafayette.  From  the  interview  I  had  with  you  some 
weeks  since  1  was  led  to  hope  that  my  brother  would  soon  be  released 
for  you  then  told  me  such  was  your  belief,  and  especially  did  I  indulge 
this  hope  from  the  certainty  1  felt  that  no  direct  charge  of  disloyalty 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  either  byword  or  deed  or 
tliought  had  been  brought  or  could  be  sustained  against  him. 

If  no  such  charge  has  been  brought  against  him  has  he  not  the  right 
to  ask  that  one  should  be  preferred  or  that  he  should  be  released?  Or 
is  he  to  be  held  in  hopeless  confinement  and  subjected  to  the  sufferings 
he  is  now  enduring  both  from  disease  and  the  place  in  which  he  is 
imiirisoued  ?  That  place,  sir,  is  a  casemate  in  Fort  Lafayette  and  in 
that  one  apartment  are  now  confined  thirty-three  persons  so  crowded 
together  that  their  narrow  beds  are  actually  in  contact,  and  when  the 
condition  of  the  weather  requires  that  the  port-holes  should  be  closed 
you  may  imagine  the  atmosphere  which  is  inhaled  by  a  man  whose 
lungs  are  diseased  as  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed  certificate  of  Dr. 
N.  E.  Smith,  his  physician  in  Baltimore.  The  juisoners  who  are  con- 
fined in  this  casemate  and  all  the  others  who  are  in  this  fort  (some  100 
in  number)  are  locked  up  at  0  o'clock  in  the  evening  and  a  few  minutes 
after  9  o'clock  the  few  tallow  lights  allowed  them  are  by  order  extin- 
guished and  then  in  this  crowded  apartment  in  darkness  and  a  foul 
atmosphere  my  brother  with  his  companions  linger  night  after  night 
subjected  to  a  treatment  more  suitable  to  a  felon  than  to  a  gentleman 
whose  honor  is  as  pure  as  any  man's  in  this  land,  and  whose  only  crime 
is  that  while  endeavoring  to  keep  the  peace  in  his  own  State  at  all  times 
i\nd  on  all  occasions  he  has  been  opposed  to  the  policy  of  your  Admin- 
istration in  regard  to  the  unhappy  diificulties  in  which  our  country  is 
now  involved. 

I  state  these  facts  which  1  have  obtained  from  a  person  who  has 
recently  been  released  from  Fort  Lafayette  and  who  was  confined  in  the 
same  room  with  my  brother.  He  tells  mc  that  his  health  is  giving  way 
and  expressed  to  me  the  belief  that  he  will  sink  under  this  cruel  treat- 
ment if  it  is  continued.  One  of  my  brothers,  an  oflBcer  of  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  is  now  dying  of  consumption.  I  have  lost  two  others  in  less  than 
two  years  and  a  fourth  will  in  all  human  probability  be  added  to  the  list 
if  it  is  deemed  proper  to  continue  the  treatment  he  is  now  receiving. 
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I  am  ignorant  of  the  proper  authority  to  address  in  relation  to  the 
treatment  and  sufl'erings  of  prisoners  arrested  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  and  I  therefore  address  you  directly  as  the 
head  of  that  Governineut  and  respectfully  request  that  this  statement 
of  facts  may  be  recorded  or  filed  in  the  proper  Department  with  a  hope 
that  it  may  lead  to  their  redress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  FRED'K  MAY. 

[Sub-inclosuro.] 

Bajltimore,  September  18, 1861. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  attended  professionally  the  Hon.  Henry 
May  for  some  six  years  past  on  account  of  an  affection  of  his  lungs 
which  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  continue  his  professional 
avocations  and  which  at  times  has  most  seriously  affected  his  resjiira- 
tioii  and  voice.  Confinement  in  a  close  apartment  will  in  my  opinion 
seriously  affect  his  health.  1  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
he  should  enjoy  the  open  air  and  exercise. 

K  E.  SMITH,  M.  D. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  11, 1861. 
Col.  Maktin  Burke,  Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  You  are  authorized  to  release  the  Hon.  Henry  May,  of  Balti- 
more, now  confined  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  attend  his  brother's  funeral 
and  under  an  engagement  to  return  to  the  fort  if  required  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Fort  Hamilton,  iVew  Torlc  Harbor,  October  11, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  engagement  of  Hon.  Henry  May  to  return 
to  Fort  Lafayette  if  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State.    Mr.  May  has 
been  released  and  started  for  Baltimore  immediately. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BURKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosuro.] 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  li,  1861. 
I,  Henry  May,  do  hereby  give  my  word  of  honor  that  r  will  return  to 
Fort  Lafayette  if  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

HENRY  MAY. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY  E.  SMITH. 
JAS.  C.  LAY. 


Cumberland,  Md.,  October  12, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Washington. 

JIy  Dear  Sir:  The  inclosed  tells  a  story  tluit  I  am  sure  will  affect 
you.    I  send  it  as  the  best  mode  I  can  think  of  to  accomi)lish  the  pur- 
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pose  of  the  writer.    I  sincerely  trust  you  will  find  no  imperative  rea- 
sons of  state  to  prevent  your  granting  a  relief  that  humanity  pleads  for. 
Truly,  yours, 

EEVERDY  JOHNSON. 

[l]ic\osure.J 

Bonnie  Brae,  October  9, 1861. 

Deae  Me.  Johnson  :  Tour  kindness  induces  me  to  ask  you  another 
favor.  Very  unfavorable  symptoms  have  in  the  last  few  days  mani- 
fested themselves  in  William  May's  case.  His  physician  writes :  "  It 
is  now  only  a  question  of  days  or  weeks."  1  beg  of  you  to  try  and 
procure  Mr.  May's  release  on  parole  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  watch 
the  last  sad  hours  of  his  brother's  life.  1  will  pledge  myself  that  he 
will  abstain  from  all  political  conversation  or  correspondence  till  Con- 
gress meets.  1  understand  Mr.  Pierce  Butler  was  released  by  signing 
a  paper  pledging  himself  to  abstain  from  aiding  the  South,  &c.  Now 
as  Mr.  May  never  had  any  such  intention  I  can  answer  for  his  cheer- 
fully signing  such  a  contract.  His  brother  is  at  present  on  his  farm  on 
the  Eastern  Shore.  I  think  it  wiU  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  moved 
to  Baltimore  in  a  few  days  if  he  is  able.  If  he  remains  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  Henry  would  give  his  parole  to  remain  there  with  him.  Mr. 
May  does  not  know  how  much  worse  William  is.  I  fear  to  tell  him 
unless  I  can  at  the  same  time  carry  him  the  news  of  his  release.  His 
heart  has  in  times  of  affliction  shown  dangerous  symptoms,  and  you 
may  judge  how  distracted  1  feel  at  the  idea  of  WiUiam's  death  occur- 
ring while  he  is  under  arrest  and  I  not  able  to  be  with  him.  I  beg 
you  not  to  remember  me  as  the  greatest  bore  of  your  acquaintance. 

Aid  me  in  this  and  render  me  still  more  your  sincerely  obliged, 

H.  De  C.  may. 


Depaetment  of  State,  Washington,  December  2, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Geneeal  :  You  will  please  release  the  Hon.  Henry  May,  of  Balti- 
more, from  his  parole.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Case  of  Daniel  Cory. 

Daniel  Cory,  of  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  was  arrested  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  dated  September  14, 1861,  and  committed  to  Fort 
Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty,  with  denouncing  the  Gov- 
ernment and  fomenting  disloyalty.  It  is  shown  by  affidavits  that  he 
denounced  President  Lincoln  as  a  tory  and  traitor  who  ought  to  be 
hung;  he  would  like  to  put  a  bullet  through  him  and  said  that  the  yel- 
low-bellied Yankees  who  were  going  to  fight  the  South  ought  to  be  shot 
and  have  their  necks  stretched.  An  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  dated  October  15,  1861,  directing  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  release  Cory  on  his  taking  the 
cath  of  allegiance  stipulating  that  he  wiU  neither  enter  nor  correspond 

*  No  record  further  than  this  order  of  May's  release  can  be  found. 
51  E  E — SEEIES  II,  VOL  II 


802  PRISONERS   OF   WAR,    ETC. 

with  the  States  in  insurrection  without  permission  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  nor  do  any  act  hostile  to  the  United  States  during  the  present 
insurrection.  He  was  accordingly  released  October  21, 1861. — From 
Record  Book,  State  D^artment,  "Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


Case  of  Benjamin  F.  Longley. 

The  first  information  received  at  the  Department  of  State  concerning 
this  man  [B.  F.  Longley]  was  a  letter  dated  Portland,  September  5, 
18G1,  directed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  from  Jedediah  Jewett,  collector 
of  that  port,  in  which  he  says : 

Mr.  Benjamin,  alias  Benjamin  F.  Longley,  formerly  engaged  in  the  expiess  business 
in  this  city  but  of  late  connected  with  an  express  or  forwarding  company  between 
Saint  Louis  and  New  Orleans  has  lately  visited  Lancaster,  N.H.,  where  he  openly 
avowed  his  sympathy  with  those  in  rebellion  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  From  incidental  remarks  made  by  him  at  Lancaster  and  the  fact  that  he 
left  there  to  meet  a  steamer  at  Quebec  I  infer  that  he  is  still  engaged  in  forwarding 
goods  or  letters  to  the  South. 

He  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  September  14, 
1861,  at  Niagara  Falls  and  committed  to  Port  Lafayette  and  from  thence 
transferred  to  Fort  Warren,  Boston  Harbor.  An  order  was  issued  from 
the  Department  of  State  dated  November  25,  1861,  directing  Colonel 
Dimick,  commanding  at  Fort  Warren,  to  release  Longley  on  his  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  stipulating  not  to  do  certain  acts.  He  was 
accordingly  released  November  28,  1861. — From  Record -Booh,  State 
Department,  "Arrests  for  Disloyalty ." 


Case  of  James  A.  McMaster. 

James  A.  McMaster,  editor  of  The  New  York  Freeman's  Appeal,  was 
arrested  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  State  dated  September  14, 1861, 
and  committed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  He  was  charged  with  disloyalty 
and  with  editing  a  disloyal  newspaper  in  New  York  City.  An  order 
was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  dated  October  21,  1861, 
directing  Colonel  Burke,  commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  to  reli-ase 
McMaster  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  He  was  accordingly 
released  October  23,  1861. — From  Record  Booh,  State  Department, 
"Arrests  for  Disloyalty." 


U.  S.  Marshal's  Office,  iVew  Torh,  September  13, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy*  of  The  Freeman's  Appeal, 
published  in  this  city  by  James  A.  McMaster.  What  is  your  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  arrest  and  confinement  at  Fort  Lafayette  of  the  said 
editor? 

Yours,  respectfully, 

EOBEET  MURRAY, 

U.  S.  Marshal. 

*  Not  found. 
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Department  op  State,  Washington,  September  14, 1861. 
Robert  Murray,  Esq., 

U.  8.  Marshal,  Southern  District  of  New  Yorh. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  James  A.  McMaster  has 
been  received.    You  will  arrest  and  send  him  to  Fort  Lafayette. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

New  York,  September  29, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  op  the  United  States: 

It  may  be  known  to  Your  Excellency  that  on  the  16th  instant  James 
A.  McMaster,  esq.,  editor  and  proprietor  of  The  New  York  Freeman's 
Appeal,  was  arrested  by  a  State  warrant  and  was  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  where  he  is  now  a  prisoner.  1  am  the  wife  of  that  gentleman 
and  am  residing  in  this  city,  having  our  two  young  children  uuder  my 
charge.  On  the  supposition  that  the  arrest  of  Mr.  McMaster  was 
caused  by  articles  that  appeared  in  his  paper  that  journal  has  by  his 
direction  been  suspended  ever  since  his  withdrawal  from  his  post. 
Most  of  his  worldly  means  and  the  fruit  of  many  years  of  arduous  and 
unremitting  labor  are  deposited  in  his  paper  and  his  whole  future  career 
as  a  journalist  may  depend  upon  the  preservation  of  his  interests  in  it. 
The  character  of  the  paper  has  been  such  that  its  circulation  was  a 
wide  though  not  a  very  large  one  and  few  could  have  suffered  propor- 
tionately more  than  it  did  by  the  Interruption  of  communications 
between  the  North  and  the  South.  I  am  now  advised  by  friends  that 
the  continued  suspension  of  The  Appeal  will  be  followed  by  the  com- 
plete loss  of  its  subscription  list,  its  advertising  patronage  and  by  such 
pecuniary  damage  as  wiU  require  the  discharge  of  its  employes. 

Under  these  circumstances  and  tinder  favor  of  a  permit  givin  me 
by  the  Secretaiy  of  State  I  have  sought  Mr.  McMaster  at  Fort  Lafay- 
ette and  with  his  consent  I  have  arranged  to  purchase  his  interest  in 
the  journal  as  a  bona  fide  transaction  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  few 
friends  to  carry  it  on  in  my  own  name.  This  seems  to  be  the  best  if 
not  the  only  way  to  save  liis  business  from  destruction. 

I  promise  and  am  willing  to  guarantee  that  the  paper  will  not  be  in 
any  way  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  hostility  to  the  administration  of 
the  Government;  and  I  respectfully  ask  that  it  may  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  the  mails.  I  request  this  of  the  President  because  there  is 
positive  reason  to  doubt  that  the  postmaster  of  New  York  will  feel 
himself  authorized  to  permit  it  on  his  own  sole  authority.  At  the 
same  time  I  regret  extremely  to  be  obliged  to  propose  consuming  any 
part  of  the  time  of  Your  Excellency  with  this  memorial  when  one  is 
sure  that  there  are  so  constant  and  pressing  demands  upon  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr.  President,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEETEUDE  G.  McMASTEE. 


New  York,  October  9, 1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  op  the  United  States  : 

The  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  Your  Excellency  on  the 
29th  ultimo  a  communication  relating  to  the  paper  lately  edited  by 
James  A.  McMaster,  esq.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  importance  to 
his  private  interest  and  to  his  family  and  delay  in  deciding  what  course 
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to  adopt  is  causing  injury  to  the  property.  If  my  proposition  cannot 
be  admitted  by  the  Administration  it  may  be  that  some  modification  of 
it  might  meet  their  views  and  at  the  same  time  save  the  property  in 
the  paper. 

I  should  be  assisted  and  gratified  by  being  instructed  in  the  wishes 
of  the  President  in  this  matter,  and  am,  Your  Excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

GEETEUDE  G.  McMASTEE. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  October  31, 1861. 
Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Fort  Lafayette,  N.  Y. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  release  James  A.  McMaster  on  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  himself.  To  aid  you  in  determining  what  those  terms  are  I 
forward  his  letter*  addressed  to  William  H.  Ludlow,  esq.,  together  with 
that  in  which  it  was  inclosed*  to  this  Department.  You  will  please 
return  them  to  me  with  your  report  in  the  case. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Fort  Hamilton,  October  23, 1861. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir  :  Inclosed  please  find  oath  of  allegiance  with  protest  annexed  of 
James  A.  McMaster,  whom  I  have  this  day  released  by  your  order. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MAETIN  BUEKE, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel,  Commanding. 

[Inclosurc] 

Fort  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  October  23, 1861. 
I,  James  A.  McMaster,  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  support,  protect 
and  defend  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  all  enemies  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  I  will  bear 
true  faith,  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the  same  any  ordinance,  resolution 
or  law  of  any  State  convention  or  legislature  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing; and  further  that  I  do  this  with  a  full  determination,  pledge 
and  purpose  without  any  mental  reservation  or  evasion  whatsoever; 
and  further  that  I  will  well  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 
may  be  required  of  me  by  law.    So  help  me  God. 

JAMES  A.  McMASTEE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day  of  October,  1861. 

J.  C.  LAY, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  Infantry. 

I  protest -again  St  the  demand  made  on  me  to  take  the  above  oath  to 
all  the  requirements  of  which  I  hold  myself  already  bound  as  being  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  I  protest  against  it  because  there  is  no 
warrant  of  law  or  of  justice  in  requiring  the  oath  of  me.  I  insist 
moreover  on  adding  this  protest  to  the  record  of  my  oath. 

JAMBS  A.  McMASTEE. 

*  Not  found. 
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Case  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K.  Baldwin. 

Elizabeth  K.,  wife  of  Commander  A.  S.  Baldwin,  of  the  TJ,  S.  Navy, 
became  known  to  the  Department  of  State  as  a  correspondent  of 
W.  H.  Winder,*  a  disloyal  citizen  of  Philadelphia,  in  her  correspond- 
ence with  Avhom  she  had  habitually  expressed  sentiments  and  opinions 
m  sympathy  with  the  rebels.  On  the  18th  of  September,  1861,  Mrs. 
Baldwin  was  directed  to  be  placed  under  surveillance  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  her  correspondence  to  be  taken  possession  of  and 
examined.  She  stated  to  the  ofQcer  who  called  upon  her  in  pursuance 
of  this  direction  that  she  had  destroyed  all  her  letters  from  Winder; 
also  that  she  had  held  correspondence  with  persons  in  the  rebel  States, 
but  had  destroyed  all  their  letters.  On  the  25th  of  September,  1861, 
Mrs.  Baldwin  having  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  directing  the  U.  S.  district  attorney  for  New  Jersey,  who 
had  charge  of  the  surveillance  over  Mrs.  Baldwin,  to  discontinue  the 
same. — From  Record  Book,  State  Department,  '■'■  Arrests  for  Disloyalty. '" 


Case  of  Charles  S.  Morehead,  Beaben  T.  Dnrrett  and  M.  W.  Barr. 

• 
Charles  S.  Morehead,  of  Kentucky,  was  arrested  on  the  19th  day  of 
September,  1861,  accused  of  being  actively  engaged  in  stirring  up  and 
promoting  rebellion,  and  directly  charged  with  treason  on  the  oath  of 
A.  H.  Sneed,  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  Kentucky  district. 
Morehead  was  arrested  by  said  marshal  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  founded 
upon  the  oath  aforesaid  issued  by  Joseph  Clement,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Jefferson  County,  Ky.  It  appears  by  the  return  of  the  said 
marshal  to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  issued  by  order  of  Judge  Catron, 
holding  a  circuit  court  at  Louisville,  directing  him  to  bring  into  court 
the  said  Morehead,  that  he  the  said  marshal  had  caused  the  said  More- 
head  to  be  taken  to  Indianapolis  for  the  safety  of  his  person,  and  while 
there  that  he  had  been  taken  by  military  force  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  No  further  proceedings 
appear  to  have  been  taken  in  the  courts  on  the  original  complaint 
against  Morehead.  The  said  Morehead  was  transferred  from  Fort 
Lafayette  to  Fort  Warren  where  he  remained  in  custody  till  January 
6,  1862,  when  he  was  released  on  his  parole  not  to  enter  the  State  of 
Kentucky  or  any  insurrectionary  State  nor  to  do  any  act  or  enter  into 
any  correspondence  adverse  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  hold  himself  at  the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  until  other- 
wise directed.  The  said  Morehead  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  United  States. 

Reuben  T.  Dnrrett  was  arrested  by  order  of  the  military  authorities 
in  Kentucky  about  the  19th  of  September,  1861,  and  conveyed  to  Fort 
Lafayette  and  from  thence  transferred  to  Fort  Warren  October  30, 1861. 
Durrett  was  charged  with  disloyalty  to  the  United  States  Government 
while  acting  editor  of  The  Louisville  Courier,  and  with  having  written 
and  had  published  in  that  paper  editorials  of  most  treasonable  charac- 
ter, from  one  of  which  the  following  extracts  are  taken.  In  an  article 
denouncing  what  the  editor  styles  the  "  neutrality  of  the  last  legisla- 

*  See  case  of  Winder,  p  721  et  seq. 
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ture"  he  says.*  Applications  having  been  made  by  petitions  and  letters 
for  the  release  of  Durrett,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of 
State  December  5,  1861,  directing  Colonel  Dimick  to  discharge  him 
upon  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c.  Eeuben  T.  Durrett  was 
accordingly  released  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1861. 

Martin  "W.  Barr  was  arrested  at  bis  residence  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Sep- 
tember 19, 1861,  by  the  military  authorities  of  that  department  and 
was  conveyed  to  Fort  Lafayette.  November  1, 1861,  Barr  with  others 
was  transferred  to  Fort  Warren.  The  charges  against  Barr  were  that 
he  sympathized  with  the  rebels  and  used  his  position  as  telegraph  agent 
of  the  Associated  Press  to  advance  the  insurrectionary  cause.  Decem- 
ber 30, 1861,  an  order  was  issued  from  the  Department  of  State  for  the 
release  of  Barr  on  his  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  &c.  January  7, 
1862,  Colonel  Dimick  wrote  to  the  Department  that  Barr  declined  to 
take  the  oath  and  that  he  requested  to  be  exchanged  January  9, 1862. 
Colonel  Dimick  was  directed  to  retain  Barr  in  custody  to  await  the 
further  pleasure  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  Barr  was  again  tendered  his 
release  on  taking  the  oath  January  31, 1862,  and  refused  to  accept  it. 
The  said  M.  W.  Barr  remained  in  custody  at  Fort  Warren  February  15, 
1862,  when  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  the  W^ar  Department  of  the 
preceding  day  he  was  transferred  to  the  charge  of  that  Department. — 
From  Record  Boole,  State  Department,  '■'■Arrests  for  Disloyalty. ^^ 


Indianapolis,  September  9, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward. 

Sir:  I  send  you  the  inclosed  Kentucky  paper!  with  several  articles 
marked  merely  to  inquire  if  it  is  not  about  time  the  editor  were  an 
occupant  of  Fort  Lafayette  or  some  other  suitable  place  for  traitors'? 
The  people  are  getting  tired  of  sending  their  sons  to  fight  rebels  while 
such  as  this  editor,  more  mischievous  by  far  than  if  armed  with  mus- 
kets, are  allowed  to  furnish  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy  unmolested. 
Kespectfully,  &c., 

CHARLES  FISHBACK. 


Jeppebsontille,  Ind.,  September  19, 1861. 
TJ.  S.  Marshal  op  the  Distkict  of  Indiana. 

Sie:  You  will  take  charge  of  Governor  Morehead,  M.  W.  Barr  and 
Mr.  Durrett  and  keep  them  until  further  orders.  Confer  witli  Governor 
Morton. 

A.  H.  SNEED, 
TJ.  S.  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Kentuclcy. 


War  Department,  Washington,  September  20, 1861. 
Governor  O.  P.  Morton,  Indianapolis,  Ind.: 

SeudGovernor  Morehead, of  Kentucky,immediatelytoFortLafayette 
under  proper  guard. 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

*  Extract  here  omitted.    It -will  be  found  at  p.  808.  j  Not  found. 


